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Dive into the diverse world of faith with this revised and updated concise introduction to the major reli-
gions. Offering an accessible overview, this resource explores the core beliefs, historical development, 
and contemporary practices of global spiritual traditions, making complex subjects clear for students 
and general readers alike.

Our platform ensures that all materials are accurate and up to date.

Welcome, and thank you for your visit.
We provide the document Worlds Religions Concise Intro you have been searching for.
It is available to download easily and free of charge.

This is among the most frequently sought-after documents on the internet.
You are lucky to have discovered the right source.
We give you access to the full and authentic version Worlds Religions Concise Intro free 
of charge.

The World's Religions, Revised and Updated

The World’s Religions, by beloved author and pioneering professor Huston Smith (Tales of Wonder), is 
the definitive classic for introducing the essential elements and teachings of the world's predominant 
faiths, including Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Taoism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, as well as 
regional native traditions. This revised and updated edition provides sympathetic descriptions of the 
various traditions, explaining how they work “from the inside,” which is a big reason why this cherished 
classic has sold more than two million copies since it first appeared in 1958.

World Religions

This masterful survey of world religions presents a clear and concise portrait of the history, beliefs, and 
practices of Eastern and Western religions. The authors, both respected scholars of world religions, 
have over 50 years of combined teaching experience. Their book is accessibly written for introductory 
classes, can be easily adapted for one- or two-semester courses, and employs a neutral approach 
for broad classroom use. The third edition has been revised throughout, with updated material on 
the history and contemporary configurations of each tradition and new sections addressing gender, 
sexuality, and the environment. It also includes effective sidebars, photographs, timelines, charts, 
calendars, glossaries, and a spelling guide. Online resources through Baker Academic's Textbook 
eSources include Powerpoint/Keynote slides, new maps and videos, and a large question bank of 
multiple-choice test questions (available to professors upon request).

A Short Introduction to World Religions

This leading textbook for world religions is now available in a more concise version. Many of the 
features of Introduction to World Religions are retained in this volume but with focus on the religious 
traditions themselves. The section on religions of antiquity has been removed and key content in each 
chapter streamlined to increase accessibility for students in their study and research of the world's 
religious traditions. Known and valued for its balanced approach, this book offers an arresting layout 
with rich illustrations. It continues to provide broad coverage of diverse religions, including indigenous 
religions, Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, Sikhism, and Chinese, Korean, 
and Japanese religions. The user-friendly content is enhanced by charts of religious festivals, historic 
timelines, updated maps of the world's religions, and a useful glossary. Both historical overviews and 
modern perspectives for each religion are included. This edition includes several updates made to the 
new third edition, including a new design, a new section on women and religion, and a newly revised 
section on religions in today's world.
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A Concise Introduction to World Religions

Based on the bestselling two-volume World Religions: Eastern and Western Traditions, A Concise 
Introduction to World Religions, Fourth Edition, is ideal for single-semester courses. Renowned expert 
contributors trace the origins and evolution of the major traditions, explain their essential teachings, 
outline their practices, and examine their interactions with modern culture and society, while insightful 
introductory and concluding essays suggest countless avenues for further reflection and study. En-
gaging pedagogy throughout helps students appreciate and understand world religions: "Focus" boxes 
provide insight into rituals or practices that are specific to each religion; "Tradition at a Glance" boxes 
offer an insightful overview of each tradition, facilitate comparative analysis, and serve as quick review 
references; "Sites" boxes indicate locations of special significance to each tradition; "Document" boxes 
highlight key passages from each tradition's sacred texts; "Sacred Texts" tables outline the process of 
compiling and revising the fundamental texts for each tradition as well as their oral, legal, and ritual uses; 
Chapter study questions and glossaries, detailed maps, timelines, and recommended websites and 
further readings provide students with additional support. Password-protected instructor resources that 
include the Instructor's Manual, Test Bank, and Lecture Outlines are available on the book's Ancillary 
Resource Center. Visit the book's free, open-access Companion Website for the student resources 
featuring Self Quizzes and Study Guides. Teaser/HE Message: A pedagogically rich introduction to the 
world's major religious traditions, from their origins, through their development, to their meaning and 
practice in today's society.

Living Religions

ALERT: Before you purchase, check with your instructor or review your course syllabus to ensure that 
you select the correct ISBN. Several versions of Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products exist for each 
title, including customized versions for individual schools, and registrations are not transferable. In 
addition, you may need a CourseID, provided by your instructor, to register for and use Pearson's MyLab 
& Mastering products. Packages Access codes for Pearson's MyLab & Mastering products may not be 
included when purchasing or renting from companies other than Pearson; check with the seller before 
completing your purchase. Used or rental books If you rent or purchase a used book with an access 
code, the access code may have been redeemed previously and you may have to purchase a new 
access code. Access codes Access codes that are purchased from sellers other than Pearson carry a 
higher risk of being either the wrong ISBN or a previously redeemed code. Check with the seller prior to 
purchase. -- Reflecting modern religions in today's changing world. Living Religions: A Brief Introduction 
3/e presents a highly readable and stimulating concise survey of the modern religious world though 
an emphasis on the personal consciousness of believers and their own accounts of their religion and 
relevance in contemporary life. Along with a team of specialist consultants in each faith, and drawing 
on a wealth of scholarly research and firsthand source material, Mary Pat Fisher provides a fresh 
and challenging insight into the historical development and teachings of traditional faiths, indigenous 
religions, and new religious movements. She considers how the contemporary beliefs and practices of 
each of these traditions has evolved, and explores the changing nature of each religion; particularly the 
role of women, and the issues and controversies such as fundamentalism, violence, globalization, and 
interfaith initiatives. Teaching and Learning Experience Personalize Learning - MyReligionLabdelivers 
proven results in helping students succeed, provides engaging experiences that personalize learning, 
and comes from a trusted partner with educational expertise and a deep commitment to helping 
students and instructors achieve their goals. Improve Critical Thinking - Outstanding student pedagogy- 
including lists of key topics, review and discussion questions, a suggested reading list, Teaching Stories 
boxes, primary source quotations, a timeline, world map, key terms and more! - encourages students 
to examine their assumptions, discern hidden values, evaluate evidence, assess their conclusions, 
and more! Engage Students - Living Religions: A Brief Introductionprovides personal interviews with 
followers of each faith, Religion in Practice and Religion in Public Life boxes, and an impressive image 
program - all which help to bring each major world religion to life. Support Instructors - Teaching your 
course just got easier! You can create a Customized Text or use our Instructor's Manual, Electronic 
"MyTest" Test Bank or PowerPoint Presentation Slides. Plus, Living Religions:A Brief Introduction 3/e is 
concise enough that you can opt to use additional handouts, course packs, or supplemental readings. 
Note: MyReligionLab does no come automatically packaged with this text. To purchase MyReligionLab, 
please visit www.MyReligionLab.com or you can purchase a valuepack of the text + MyReligionLab (VP 
ISBN-10: 0205242081, VP ISBN-13: 9780205242085)

World Religions in Practice



A new and expanded edition of a highly successful textbook on world religions with a comparative 
approach which explores how six major religions are lived and expressed through their customs, 
rituals and everyday practices. A new edition of this major textbook, exploring the world's great 
religions through their customs, rituals and everyday practices by focusing on the 'lived experience' 
This comparative study is enriched and broadened with the inclusion of a sixth religion, Daoism Takes a 
thematic, comparative and practical approach; each chapter explores a series of key themes including 
birth, death, ethics, and worship across all six religions at each time Broadens students' understanding 
by offering an impartial discussion of the similarities and differences between each religion Includes an 
increased range of student-friendly features, designed to allow students to engage with each religion 
and extend their understanding

Religion, Politics and International Relations

A leading authority in the discipline, Jeffrey Haynes has contributed to many of the most significant 
debates in the fields of religion & politics and religion & international relations in the last twenty years. 
This book brings together many of his most influential essays, offering a comprehensive analysis of 
religious actors and their political goals. In recent years, scholars have identified a range of religious 
actors with a variety of political goals. The aim of this collection is to identify and examine political 
activities of selected religious actors in both domestic and international contexts. The introductory 
chapter sets the scene for the collection, providing a clear understanding of why, how and when 
religious actors act politically both within and between countries. Over the course of 15 essays, 
Jeffrey Haynes presents a survey of the interaction of religion and politics, both domestically and 
internationally, in relation to a variety of issues, and draws the findings together in a new conclusion 
written for the volume. This work will be of great interest to the growing number of scholars and students 
and practitioners internationally who work on religion and politics, in both domestic and international 
contexts.

Religion in America

Religion in America gives students and teachers a comprehensive yet concise introduction to the 
changing religious landscape of the United States. Extensively revised and updated, the Sixth Edition 
continues to engage students in reflection about religious diversity. The author presents the study of 
religion within the context of the humanities as a tool for developing understanding and appreciation of 
communities of faith other than one’s own, and for understanding the dynamics at work in religion in 
the United States today.

Occultism in a Global Perspective

The study of the ideas and practices associated with occultism is a rapidly growing branch of 
contemporary scholarship. However, most research has focused on English and French speaking 
areas and has not addressed the wider spread and significance of occultism. Occultism in a Global 
Perspective presents a broad international overview. Essays range across the German magical order 
of the Fraternitas Saturni, esoteric Satanism in Denmark, sexual magic in Colombia and the reception 
of occultism in modern Turkey, India and the former Yugoslavia. As any other form of cultural practice, 
the occult is not isolated from its social, discursive, religious, and political environment. By studying 
occultism in its global context, the book offers insights into the reciprocal relationships that colour and 
shape regional occultism.

Atlas of World Religions

Understanding the where of the world's religious traditions is an important component of understanding 
the what. Now, as part of a brand-new series of atlas resources, Fortress Press is pleased to offer 
an affordable, compact yet comprehensive atlas of world religions. Atlas of World Religions is newly 
built from the ground up. Featuring more than fifty new maps, graphics, and timelines, the atlas is 
an immensely helpful companion to any study of world religions. Concise, helpful text written by 
acknowledged authorities guides the experience and interprets the visuals. Consciously written for 
students at any level, the volume is perfect for independent students, as well as those in structured 
courses. The atlas provides ample and equal coverage of all of the world‘s major religious traditions, 
as well as generous coverage of regional or indigenous traditions in specific regions of the world. The 



atlas is grounded in a helpful section on the earliest humans and the spread of the first organized 
religions, and it culminates in up-to-date maps of religion in the world today.

An Introduction to Religious and Theological Studies, Second Edition

An Introduction to Religious and Theological Studies walks students through topical issues to be 
encountered in the study of the Abrahamic religions: Judaism, Christianity, and Islam as these religions 
encounter other religions in the context of the wider ecumenism. The text is written from a Christian 
point of view and aims at helping students understand that to be Christian is to be ecumenical. African 
Traditional Religions (ATRs) has been included in this survey to provide background for the religious 
traditions and cultures of peoples of Africa as Christianity moves inexorably southward. The book has 
been written with undergraduate general education students in mind--including meeting the needs of 
those in seminaries and theological institutes.

Rethinking Religion

The overwhelming majority of people in the world--85%--are religious, and more religions are now 
practiced in the United States than in any other country. Religion plays a critical role in international 
politics, in the global economy, and in a wide variety of social and cultural interactionson the domestic 
front. Even though religion is such an integral part of today's world, many Americans have difficulty 
discussing it publicly. They are often unfamiliar with any religion but their own, finding other religions 
mysterious or even threatening. Offering a brief and accessible point of entry into the subject, Rethink-
ing Religion: A Concise Introduction begins by highlighting the significance of religion in modern society 
and providing a simple definition that goes beyond vague notions of "faith" or "belief in God." Drawing 
materialfrom a diverse range of religions--including Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Christianity, Islam, 
and primal religions--author Will Deming walks readers through thirty examples of how religions "work," 
exploring the significance of religious events and pronouncements. He also considers several topicsthat 
continue to fascinate and challenge Westerners: the ethics of studying someone else's religion, the 
"truth" of religion, the possibilities for preferring one religion over another, religious pluralism, and the 
contentious dialogue between science and religion. Enhanced by an innovative glossary of religious 
terms and numerous pictures and analyses of everyday religious activities, Rethinking Religion: A 
Concise Introduction is ideal for introducing students to the concept of religion and for courses in 
comparative and world religions. It is alsocaptivating reading for theologians, scholars, and anyone 
interested in the topic.

Overhearing a Christian Apology to the Nones

While the steady increase of the religiously unaffiliated Nones in America has generated anxious 
responses about rising secularism and loss of national identity, this book suggests a wider mean-
ing-making approach wherein the Nones are seen as valuable dialogue partners necessary in this 
pivotal moment for the revealing of still hidden truths about culture, spirituality, and religion. Christians 
who overhear this dialogue may find upon self-reflection an emerging truth about their relationships, 
embedded stories, level of faith development, and susceptibility to a culturally conditioned, transactional 
religion. Nones who choose to engage in dialogue may find that the “nothingness” they bring to 
the dialogue is more significant than they realize, revealing truths of an apophatic spiritual path 
necessary for generating a transformational faith of freedom and capable of rebalancing a divisive, 
consumer-driven society. The religious and the not-religious, who are often seen as being on opposite 
sides of an imagined religious threshold, may instead be seen as standing together in a liminal space 
that opens in wordless silence to yet unseen possibilities and from which emerge new stories aligned 
with the heart of Creation.

World Religions

An essential and concise introduction to eight of the world's major religions. For the Christian, there's 
value in learning about different religions and unfamiliar expressions of belief. First of all, it gives 
us a greater understanding of the world we live in. But a study of other faiths can also deepen our 
own while making us more effective witnesses to those who don't share a belief in Christ. In World 
Religions, Gerald R. McDermott explains what you need to understand about major world religions 
so that you can be equipped to engage people of other faiths. McDermott offers an overview of the 
central beliefs of Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Confucianism, Daoism, and Shinto. 



Features include: Insights from members of each religious community. Discussions of each religion's 
major traditions, rituals, and leaders. A glossary of important terms.

A History of the World's Religions

For one-, two-semester, three-quarter, and upper-level undergraduate courses in World Religions. 
Refined by over 40 years of dialogue with religious experts/practitioners around the world, this text 
is widely regarded for its fairness and accuracy. It is also the most thorough, yet concise history of 
world religions available in a single volume, treating many subjects neglected in other texts. The book's 
depth, breadth, and organization free instructors from having to "cover" everything in lectures, enabling 
them to use class time for questions, discussion, and their own favorite materials.

Ecotheology

Ecotheology - Sustainability and Religions of the World gives a very interesting overview of the frontiers 
of scientific research in this important multi- and transdisciplinary area. Its chapters use ecotheological 
approaches to discuss the multiple aspects of an environmental crisis from almost every segment 
of our planet. This book will be very useful for everyone – researchers, teachers, students, or others 
interested in the field – who would like to gain some insights into this aspect of our culture.

Tourism, Religion and Spiritual Journeys

Religion and spirituality are still among the most common motivations for travel - many major tourism 
destinations have developed largely as a result of their connections to sacred people, places and 
events. Providing a comprehensive assessment of the primary issues and concepts related to this 
intersection of tourism and religion, this revealing book gives a balanced discussion of both the the-
oretical and applied subjects that destination planners, religious organizations, scholars, and tourism 
service providers must deal with on a daily basis. Bringing together a distinguished list of contributors, 
this volume takes a global approach and incorporates substantial empirical cases from Hinduism, 
Islam, Judaism, Roman Catholicism, Mormonism, New Ageism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and the spiritual 
philosophies of East Asia. On a conceptual level, it considers, amongst other topics: contested heritage 
the pilgrim-tourist dichotomy secularization of pilgrimage experiences religious humanism educational 
aspects of religious tourism commodification of religious icons and services. A vibrant collection of 
essays, this outstanding book discusses many important practices, paradigms, and problems that are 
currently being examined and debated. It raises an array of significant and interesting questions and 
as such is a valuable resource for students, scholars and researchers of tourism, religion and cultural 
studies.

A Brief Introduction to Christianity

This brief introduction to Christianity is designed to help readers understand this important religious tra-
dition. With both nuance and balance, this text provides broad coverage of various forms of Christianity 
with an arresting layout with rich colors. It offers both historical overviews and modern perspectives on 
Christian beliefs and practices. The user-friendly content is enhanced by charts of religious festivals, 
historic timelines, updated maps, and a useful glossary. It is ideal for courses on Christianity and will be 
a useful, concise reference for all readers eager to know more about this important religious tradition 
and its place in our contemporary world.

Scripture in the World Religions

In this systematic and accessible analysis, Harold Coward carefully explores the scriptures - written and 
spoekn - of six major world faiths. He examines their interpretation, their role in devotion and education, 
and their relationships with each other.

The Oxford Handbook of Religion and Economic Ethics

This innovative collection of essays draws together and compares the teachings of world and regional 
religions on the subject of economic morality.

Religion in the Age of Re-Globalization



This book provides a concise introduction into twenty-one trends that are transforming the role of 
religion and spirituality in “re-globalizing” societies. In referring to processes of “re-globalization”, the 
book draws attention to profound ongoing changes in the patterns and mechanisms of contemporary 
globalization. Inter- and transdisciplinary in its approach, clearly structured, and easy to read, the 
book analyzes the impact of religious self-understanding, rhetoric, and practice on five core fields: 
economics, politics, culture, demography, and technology. In turn, it describes the effects of these five 
fields on religion and spirituality themselves. This book represents a broad, encompassing overview of 
the main transformations that religion is undergoing today. Roland Benedikter combines a “big picture” 
approach with a keen attention to the details of specific case studies. With its clear and accessible 
structure and timely examples, this book is ideally suited for students of international relations and 
religious studies, and will also appeal to researchers engaged in those fields and to interested general 
readers. The book is also apt to serve as an encompassing basis for contemporary debates in civil 
society, including both grassroots and expert discussions.

Responsibility to Protect

This volume explores in a novel and challenging way the emerging norm of the Responsibility to 
Protect (R2P), initially adopted by the United Nations World Summit in 2005 following significant 
debate throughout the preceding decade. This work seeks to uncover whether this norm and its 
founding values have resonance and grounding within diverse cultures and within the experiences of 
societies that have directly been torn apart by mass atrocity crimes. The contributors to this collection 
analyze the responsibility to protect through multiple disciplines—philosophy, religion and spirituality, 
anthropology, and aesthetics in addition to international relations and law—to explore what light 
alternative perspectives outside of political science and international relations shed upon this emerging 
norm. In each case, the disciplinary analysis emanates from the global South and from scholars located 
within countries that experienced violent political upheaval. Hence, they draw upon not only theory but 
also the first-hand experience with conscience-shocking crimes. Their retrospective and prospective 
analyses could and should help shape the future implementation of R2P in accordance with insights 
from vastly different contexts. Offering a cutting edge contribution to thinking in the area, this is essential 
reading for all those with an interest in humanitarian intervention, peace and conflict studies, critical 
security studies and peacebuilding.

Religion, Globalization and Culture

The topic of religion and globalization is complex, susceptible to a great variety of approaches. This 
book combines contributions from many authors who examine a wide range of subjects ranging from 
overall theoretical considerations to detailed regional perspectives. No single understanding of either 
religion or globalization is privileged.

Temple Reflections: Insights into the House of the Lord

Understanding the Temple in a New Light To help you on your journey of understanding the temple, 
bestselling author Alonzo L. Gaskill has compiled this collection of temple insights. With inspired 
thoughts on • The holy garment, ancient and modern • The veil and finding hope in images of the 
Judgment Day • The meaning of becoming God’s covenant people • The role of women in temple 
ceremonies THIS ENLIGHTENING BOOK will help you see the temple in a new light and open your 
heart and mind to its divine messages.

Introduction to World Religions

A leading textbook for world religion, this Course Pack is designed to help students in their research of 
the world's religious traditions. Known and valued for its balanced approach, this text provides a broad 
coverage of diverse religions, and offers an arresting layout with rich illustrations. Each new copy is 
packaged with the paperback A Study Companion to Introduction to World Religions, checked and 
updated to work flawlessly with the revised second edition of this important text. The Study Companion 
provides biographical information, primary source readings, and many other pedagogical tools to 
enhance the student's experience. Authoritative content, comprehensive scope, arresting four-color 
illustration, and innovative learning aids, now in multiple formats for complete versatility. Also available 
as an Inkling Interactive Textbook: the full content of the textbook PLUS!

Law and Politics of Religious Fraud Regulation



In comparing the ways in which China, Taiwan and Hong Kong punish religious claims and practices 
considered by the state to be false or fraudulent, Jianlin Chen presents a seminal contribution to the 
interdisciplinary study of religious freedom. The book not only reveals how these legal tools sustain a 
hierarchy of religion, but also the political dynamic behind the design and utilization of these legal tools.

Our Social World

In this brief text, two leaders of the Teaching Sociology movement encourage students’ development 
of their sociological imaginations through role-taking. Assuming the role of a child living in poverty in 
India or of a member of an African tribe, students learn to re-envision their global society. An innovative, 
integrated framework provides core sociological concepts, while features such as Contributing to Our 
Social World enable students to “do” public sociology. Our Social World: Condensed Version presents 
the perspective of students living in the larger global world.

2021

This volume explores the fraught relationship between Futurism and the Sacred. Like many fin-de-siècle 
intellectuals, the Futurists were fascinated by various forms of esotericism such as theosophy and 
spiritualism and saw art as a privileged means to access states of being beyond the surface of 
the mundane world. At the same time, they viewed with suspicion organized religions as social 
institutions hindering modernization and ironically used their symbols. In Italy, the theorization of 
"Futurist Sacred Art" in the 1930s began a new period of dialogue between Futurism and the Catholic 
Church. The essays in the volume span the history of Futurism from 1909 to 1944 and consider its 
different configurations across different disciplines and geographical locations, from Polish and Spanish 
literature to Italian art and American music.

Our Social World

The Third Edition of Our Social World: Introduction to Sociology is truly a coherent textbook that 
inspires students to develop their sociological imaginations, to see the world and personal events from 
a new perspective, and to confront sociological issues on a day-to-day basis. Key Features: * Offers 
a strong global focus: A global perspective is integrated into each chapter to encourage students to 
think of global society as a logical extension of their own micro world. * Illustrates the practical side of 
sociology: Boxes highlight careers and volunteer opportunities for those with a background in sociology 
as well as policy issues that sociologists influence. * Encourages critical thinking: Provides various 
research strategies and illustrates concrete examples of the method being used to help students 
develop a more sophisticated epistemology. * Presents "The Social World Model" in each chapter: 
This visually-compelling organizing framework opens each chapter and helps students understand 
the interrelatedness of core concepts. New to the Third Edition: * Thirty new boxed features, including 
the innovative 'Engaging Sociology' and 'Applied Sociologists at Work' features * Three substantially 
reorganised chapters (2. Examining the Social World, 3. Society and Culture, and 13. Politics and 
Economics) * 315 entirely new references and 120 new photos.

The World's Religions

Introduction to the world's religions that has been completely revised and updated.



Understanding Morality

This book explains why moral systems necessarily develop and why they take the various forms that 
they do. Johnson argues that moral systems are best understood as attempts both to seek out ways 
of living a fulfilling human life and also to find ways of relating to others who also seek a fulfilling life. 
Philosophers generally agree that the moral pathway is also the fulfilling pathway. However, the moral 
pathways advocated and the kind of fulfillments envisioned depend upon beliefs about human nature 
as well as beliefs about the ultimate nature of things—a worldview. Aristotle, Epicurus, Saint Augustine, 
and Friedrich Nietzsche, for instance, had radically varying views about what constitutes a fulfilling life. 
Johnson argues that the moral quest involves properly arbitrating among the often competing wants, 
needs, and desires pursued by human beings. Not all such wants, needs, and desires can be fulfilled; 
some must necessarily go unfulfilled. This implies that a vast number of human choices are moral 
choices. For instance, who eats and who does not? Johnson gives no moral advice. His aim is to show 
the reader the nature of the moral choices they necessarily make.

Schools and Society

"This reader is designed to present a broad introduction to the field of Sociology of Education. It 
is geared toward upper-level undergraduate and beginning level graduate courses in Sociology of 
Education, Foundations of Education, and related courses. It may be used as a text by itself or as 
a supplement to another text. Articles have been selected based on the following criteria: 1.) Articles 
that illustrate a broad range of theoretical perspectives, major concepts, and current issues. 2.) Articles 
that provide a level of reading and sophistication appropriate to upper-level students. 3.) Articles from 
a wide range of respected sources. 4.) Inclusion of both classic and contemporary sociologists' work 
in order to provide an excellent balance"--

Handbook to Life in Ancient Mesopotamia

Explores the lifestyles of ancient Mesopotamia, including the civilization, rulers and leaders, economics, 
and more.

Religion and the Natural Sciences

The first half of 'Religion and the Natural Sciences' is an introduction to the discussion of science and 
religion. Here the reader learns why there is any debate at all and what resources exist for responding 
to it. The second half deals with specific issues that arise in the individual sciences, from astronomy 
and physics to biology and ecology. Any project hoping to connect science and religion must supply 
the categories of connection, which are found primarily, although not exclusively, in philosophy. The 
simplicity of the arrangement and the nature of the selections are intended to make 'Religion and the 
Natural Sciences' available to as wide an audience as possible, including students from the sciences 
and technology, the professions, the humanities and liberal studies, and theology.

New Jews

For many contemporary Jews, Israel no longer serves as the Promised Land, the center of the Jewish 
universe and the place of final destination. In New Jews, Caryn Aviv and David Shneer provocatively 
argue that there is a new generation of Jews who don't consider themselves to be eternally wandering, 
forever outsiders within their communities and seeking to one day find their homeland. Instead, these 
New Jews are at home, whether it be in Buenos Aires, San Francisco or Berlin, and are rooted within 
communities of their own choosing. Aviv and Shneer argue that Jews have come to the end of their 
diaspora; wandering no more, today's Jews are settled. In this wide-ranging book, the authors take us 
around the world, to Moscow, Jerusalem, New York and Los Angeles, among other places, and find 
vibrant, dynamic Jewish communities where Jewish identity is increasingly flexible and inclusive. New 
Jews offers a compelling portrait of Jewish life today.

New Testament History and Literature

In this engaging introduction to the New Testament, Professor Dale B. Martin presents a historical study 
of the origins of Christianity by analyzing the literature of the earliest Christian movements. Focusing 
mainly on the New Testament, he also considers nonbiblical Christian writings of the era. Martin begins 
by making a powerful case for the study of the New Testament. He next sets the Greco-Roman world in 



historical context and explains the place of Judaism within it. In the discussion of each New Testament 
book that follows, the author addresses theological themes, then emphasizes the significance of 
the writings as ancient literature and as sources for historical study. Throughout the volume, Martin 
introduces various early Christian groups and highlights the surprising variations among their versions 
of Christianity.

Black Is a Church

In Black is a Church, Josef Sorett maps the ways in which black American culture and identity have been 
animated by a particular set of Protestant ideas and practices in order to chart the mutually reinforcing 
discourses of racial authenticity and religious orthodoxy that have made Christianity essential to the 
very notion of blackness. In doing so, Sorett reveals the ways that Christianity, white supremacy, and 
colonialism coalesced in the modern category of "religion" and became formative to the emergence 
of black identity in North America. Black is a Church examines the surprising alliances, peculiar 
performances, and at times contradictory ideas and complex institutions that shape the contours of 
black life in the United States. The book begins by arguing that Afro-Protestantism has relied upon 
literary strategies to explain itself since the earliest years of its formation. Through an examination of 
slave narratives and spiritual autobiographies, it shows how Protestant Christianity was essential to the 
establishment of the earliest black literary forms. Sorett then follows Afro-Protestantism's heterodox 
history in the convergence of literature, politics, and religion at the end of the nineteenth century. And 
he shows how religious aspirations animated early calls for a "race literature" and "the color line" 
provided an organizing logic for religious innovations as divergent as pluralism and Pentecostalism. 
From the earliest literary productions of the eighteenth century to the #BlackLivesMatter movement in 
the twenty-first, religion--namely Protestant Christianity--is seen to be at the very center of black life in 
North America.

Christianity & World Religions

An introduction to the worlds major faiths.

Ebook: Sociology: A Brief Introduction

Ebook: Sociology: A Brief Introduction

World Religions

The major religions of the world are a mystery to many high school teens. Now you can help them unlock 
the doors of these traditions with our new text, World Religions: A Voyage of Discovery. The book is an 
introductory survey that helps eleventh and twelfth graders understand the people, dimensions, and 
religious principles of the world's major religions. The textbook includes a chapter on each of eleven 
major world religions, including Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and others. The text 
offers the Catholic perspective on interreligious dialogue, an overview of basic questions that religions 
address, and Ninian Smart's seven dimensions of religion. A glossary and word pronunciations in each 
chapter help students learn unfamiliar terms. In addition, the second edition of this text incorporates 
the following new features: a new chapter on modern trends in religion; new, more detailed maps; a 
new section on the Aztec religion of Mesoamerica; a sidebar in each chapter offering examples of the 
seven dimensions of religion; and review questions at the end of each chapter.
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