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Explore the fervent grassroots activism that shaped urban politics in Houston during its compelling 
anti-poverty movements. This narrative delves into how ordinary citizens and community organizers 
waged a 'people's war' to combat systemic poverty in Houston, highlighting their strategies, challenges, 
and lasting impact on the city's social fabric.

Our course materials library includes guides, handouts, and assignments for various 
subjects.
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A People’s War on Poverty

In A People's War on Poverty, Wesley G. Phelps investigates the on-the-ground implementation of 
President Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty during the 1960s and 1970s. He argues that the fluid 
interaction between federal policies, urban politics, and grassroots activists created a significant site 
of conflict over the meaning of American democracy and the rights of citizenship that historians have 
largely overlooked. In Houston in particular, the War on Poverty spawned fierce political battles that 
revealed fundamental disagreements over what democracy meant, how far it should extend, and who 
should benefit from it. Many of the program's implementers took seriously the federal mandate to 
empower the poor as they pushed for a more participatory form of democracy that would include 
more citizens in the political, cultural, and economic life of the city. At the center of this book are the 
vitally important but virtually forgotten grassroots activists who administered federal War on Poverty 
programs, including church ministers, federal program volunteers, students, local administrators, civil 
rights activists, and the poor themselves. The moderate Great Society liberalism that motivated the 
architects of the federal programs certainly galvanized local antipoverty activists in Houston. However, 
their antipoverty philosophy was driven further by prophetic religious traditions and visions of partic-
ipatory democracy and community organizing championed by the New Left and iconoclastic figures 
like Saul Alinsky. By focusing on these local actors, Phelps shows that grassroots activists in Houston 
were influenced by a much more diverse set of intellectual and political traditions, fueling their efforts 
to expand the meaning of democracy. Ultimately, this episode in Houston's history reveals both the 
possibilities and the limits of urban democracy in the twentieth century.

Before Lawrence V. Texas

The grassroots queer activism and legal challenges that led to a landmark Supreme Court decision in 
favor of gay and lesbian equality.

Power Moves
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Since World War II, Houston has become a burgeoning, internationally connected metropolis—and a 
sprawling, car-dependent city. In 1950, it possessed only one highway, the Gulf Freeway, which ran 
between Houston and Galveston. Today, Houston and Harris County have more than 1,200 miles of 
highways, and a third major loop is under construction nearly thirty miles out from the historic core. 
Highways have driven every aspect of Houston's postwar development, from the physical layout of 
the city to the political process that has transformed both the transportation network and the balance 
of power between governing elites and ordinary citizens. Power Moves examines debates around 
the planning, construction, and use of highway and public transportation systems in Houston. Kyle 
Shelton shows how Houstonians helped shape the city's growth by attending city council meetings, 
writing letters to the highway commission, and protesting the destruction of homes to make way for 
freeways, which happened in both affluent and low-income neighborhoods. He demonstrates that these 
assertions of what he terms "infrastructural citizenship" opened up the transportation decision-making 
process to meaningful input from the public and gave many previously marginalized citizens a more 
powerful voice in civic affairs. Power Moves also reveals the long-lasting results of choosing highway 
and auto-based infrastructure over other transit options and the resulting challenges that Houstonians 
currently face as they grapple with how best to move forward from the consequences and opportunities 
created by past choices.

Battle for Bed-Stuy

In the 1960s Brooklyn’s Bedford-Stuyvesant neighborhood was labeled America’s largest ghetto. But 
its brownstones housed a coterie of black professionals intent on bringing order and hope to the 
community. In telling their story Michael Woodsworth reinterprets the War on Poverty by revealing its 
roots in local activism and policy experiments.

Race and Authority in Urban Politics

What really happened when citizens were asked to participate in their community’s poverty programs? 
In this revealing new book, the authors provide an answer to this question through a systematic 
empirical analysis of a single public policy issue—citizen participation in the Community Action Program 
of the Johnson Administration’s “War on Poverty.” Beginning with a brief case study description and 
analysis of the politics of community action in each of America’s five largest cities—New York, Chicago, 
Los Angeles, Detroit, and Philadelphia—the authors move on to a fascinating examination of race 
and authority structures in our urban life. In a series of lively chapters, Professors Greenstone and 
Peterson show how the coalitions that formed around the community action question developed not 
out of electoral or organizational interests alone, but were strongly influenced by our conceptions 
of the nature of authority in America. They discuss the factors that affected the development of the 
action program and they note that democratic elections of low-income representatives, however much 
preferred by democratic reformers, were an ineffective way of representing the interests of the poor. 
The book stresses the way in which both machine and reform structures affected the ability of minority 
groups to organize effectively and to form alliances in urban politics. It considers the wide-ranging 
critiques made of the Community Action Program by conservative, liberal, and radical analysts and 
finds that all of them fail to appreciate the significance and intensity of the racial cleavage in American 
politics.

Race and Authority in Urban Politics

Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty has long been portrayed as the most potent symbol of all that is 
wrong with big government. Conservatives deride the War on Poverty for corruption and the creation 
of “poverty pimps,” and even liberals carefully distance themselves from it. Examining the long War on 
Poverty from the 1960s onward, this book makes a controversial argument that the programs were 
in many ways a success, reducing poverty rates and weaving a social safety net that has proven as 
enduring as programs that came out of the New Deal. The War on Poverty also transformed American 
politics from the grass roots up, mobilizing poor people across the nation. Blacks in crumbling cities, 
rural whites in Appalachia, Cherokees in Oklahoma, Puerto Ricans in the Bronx, migrant Mexican 
farmworkers, and Chinese immigrants from New York to California built social programs based on 
Johnson's vision of a greater, more just society. Contributors to this volume chronicle these vibrant and 
largely unknown histories while not shying away from the flaws and failings of the movement—including 
inadequate funding, co-optation by local political elites, and blindness to the reality that mothers and 
their children made up most of the poor. In the twenty-first century, when one in seven Americans 



receives food stamps and community health centers are the largest primary care system in the nation, 
the War on Poverty is as relevant as ever. This book helps us to understand the turbulent era out of 
which it emerged and why it remains so controversial to this day.

The War on Poverty

Led by the Office of Economic Opportunity, Lyndon Johnson's War on Poverty reflected the presi-
dent's belief that, just as the civil rights movement and federal law tore down legalized segregation, 
progressive government and grassroots activism could eradicate poverty in the United States. Yet few 
have attempted to evaluate the relationship between the OEO and the freedom struggles of the 1960s. 
Focusing on the unique situation presented by Texas, Freedom Is Not Enough examines how the War 
on Poverty manifested itself in a state marked by racial division and diversity—and by endemic poverty. 
Though the War on Poverty did not eradicate destitution in the United States, the history of the effort 
provides a unique window to examine the politics of race and social justice in the 1960s. William S. 
Clayson traces the rise and fall of postwar liberalism in the Lone Star State against a backdrop of 
dissent among Chicano militants and black nationalists who rejected Johnson's brand of liberalism. 
The conservative backlash that followed is another result of the dramatic political shifts revealed in the 
history of the OEO, completing this study of a unique facet in Texas's historical identity.

Freedom Is Not Enough

This book is a study of black masculinity in the twenty-first century. Through a series of critical and 
interdisciplinary essays, this work examines the image of the black male in American society as a Toby 
Waller stereotype. Toby Waller is the fictional, yet symbolic character from Alex Haley’s highly acclaimed 
book and mini-series, Roots. It is a richly detailed, fictional story about slavery and one enslaved African 
man’s struggle to regain freedom. The parallel of the life of enslaved Toby Waller is similar to present 
day black males. Both are individuals who are often stripped of their cultural identity and exist within 
an institutional and systemic framework that devalues black male life. This dichotomy is the historical 
platform to discuss how those in the annals of white America demarcate which embodiment merits 
inclusion into societal acceptance.

Race and the Black Male Subculture

This work looks at inter-related post WWII case studies to analyze the ways in which different groups, 
mostly governmental agencies and emerging activist organizations, invoked the idea of "community" 
in anti-poverty initiatives during the late 1950s and 1960s.

Poverty in Common

Winner of the 2022 Lambda Literary LGBTQ Nonfiction Award and the 2022 NLGJA Excellence in 
Book Writing Award. Finalist for the PEN/John Kenneth Galbriath Award for Nonfiction, the Gotham 
Book Prize, and the ALA Stonewall Israel Fishman Nonfiction Award. A 2021 New York Times Book 
Review Notable Book and a New York Times Book Review Editors' Choice. Longlisted for the 2021 
Brooklyn Public Library Literary Prize. One of NPR, New York, and The Guardian's Best Books of 
2021, one of Buzzfeed's Best LGBTQ+ Books of 2021, one of Electric Literature's Favorite Nonfiction 
Books of 2021, one of NBC's 10 Most Notable LGBTQ Books of 2021, and one of Gay Times' Best 
LGBTQ Books of 2021. "This is not reverent, definitive history. This is a tactician’s bible." --Parul 
Sehgal, The New York Times Twenty years in the making, Sarah Schulman's Let the Record Show 
is the most comprehensive political history ever assembled of ACT UP and American AIDS activism 
In just six years, ACT UP, New York, a broad and unlikely coalition of activists from all races, genders, 
sexualities, and backgrounds, changed the world. Armed with rancor, desperation, intelligence, and 
creativity, it took on the AIDS crisis with an indefatigable, ingenious, and multifaceted attack on the 
corporations, institutions, governments, and individuals who stood in the way of AIDS treatment for 
all. They stormed the FDA and NIH in Washington, DC, and started needle exchange programs in 
New York; they took over Grand Central Terminal and fought to change the legal definition of AIDS to 
include women; they transformed the American insurance industry, weaponized art and advertising 
to push their agenda, and battled—and beat—The New York Times, the Catholic Church, and the 
pharmaceutical industry. Their activism, in its complex and intersectional power, transformed the lives of 
people with AIDS and the bigoted society that had abandoned them. Based on more than two hundred 
interviews with ACT UP members and rich with lessons for today’s activists, Let the Record Show is 
a revelatory exploration—and long-overdue reassessment—of the coalition’s inner workings, conflicts, 



achievements, and ultimate fracture. Schulman, one of the most revered queer writers and thinkers of 
her generation, explores the how and the why, examining, with her characteristic rigor and bite, how a 
group of desperate outcasts changed America forever, and in the process created a livable future for 
generations of people across the world.

Let the Record Show

In the 1960s and 1970s, New Orleans experienced one of the greatest transformations in its history. 
Its people replaced Jim Crow, fought a War on Poverty, and emerged with glittering skyscrapers, 
professional football, and a building so large it had to be called the Superdome. New Orleans after the 
Promises looks back at that era to explore how a few thousand locals tried to bring the Great Society 
to Dixie. With faith in God and American progress, they believed that they could conquer poverty, 
confront racism, establish civic order, and expand the economy. At a time when liberalism seemed 
to be on the wane nationally, black and white citizens in New Orleans cautiously partnered with each 
other and with the federal government to expand liberalism in the South. As Kent Germany examines 
how the civil rights, antipoverty, and therapeutic initiatives of the Great Society dovetailed with the 
struggles of black New Orleanians for full citizenship, he defines an emerging public/private governing 
apparatus that he calls the "Soft State": a delicate arrangement involving constituencies as varied as 
old-money civic leaders and Black Power proponents who came together to sort out the meanings of 
such new federal programs as Community Action, Head Start, and Model Cities. While those diverse 
groups struggled--violently on occasion--to influence the process of racial inclusion and the direction 
of economic growth, they dramatically transformed public life in one of America's oldest cities. While 
many wonder now what kind of city will emerge after Katrina, New Orleans after the Promises offers a 
detailed portrait of the complex city that developed after its last epic reconstruction.

New Orleans After the Promises

In the decades following World War II, a movement of clergy and laity sought to restore liberal 
Protestantism to the center of American urban life. Chastened by their failure to avert war and the 
Holocaust, and troubled by missionaries’ complicity with colonial regimes, they redirected their energies 
back home. Renewal explores the rise and fall of this movement, which began as an effort to restore the 
church’s standing but wound up as nothing less than an openhearted crusade to remake our nation’s 
cities. These campaigns reached beyond church walls to build or lend a hand to scores of organizations 
fighting for welfare, social justice, and community empowerment among the increasingly nonwhite 
urban working class. Church leaders extended their efforts far beyond traditional evangelicalism, often 
dovetailing with many of the contemporaneous social currents coursing through the nation, including 
black freedom movements and the War on Poverty. Renewal illuminates the overlooked story of how 
religious institutions both shaped and were shaped by postwar urban America.

Renewal

Andrea Cornwall is Professor of Anthropology and Development in the School of Global Studies at the 
University of Sussex. --

Deconstructing Development Discourse

Why have so many central and inner cities in Europe, North America and Australia been so radically 
revamped in the last three decades, converting urban decay into new chic? Will the process continue in 
the twenty-first century or has it ended? What does this mean for the people who live there? Can they 
do anything about it? This book challenges conventional wisdom, which holds gentrification to be the 
simple outcome of new middle-class tastes and a demand for urban living. It reveals gentrification as 
part of a much larger shift in the political economy and culture of the late twentieth century. Documenting 
in gritty detail the conflicts that gentrification brings to the new urban 'frontiers', the author explores 
the interconnections of urban policy, patterns of investment, eviction, and homelessness. The failure 
of liberal urban policy and the end of the 1980s financial boom have made the end-of-the-century 
city a darker and more dangerous place. Public policy and the private market are conspiring against 
minorities, working people, the poor, and the homeless as never before. In the emerging revanchist 
city, gentrification has become part of this policy of revenge.

The New Urban Frontier



Randolph B. “Mike” Campbell has spent the better part of the last five decades helping Texans 
rediscover their history, producing a stream of definitive works on the social, political, and economic 
structures of the Texas past. Through meticulous research and terrific prose, Campbell's collective 
work has fundamentally remade how historians understand Texan identity and the state's southern 
heritage, as well as our understanding of such contentious issues as slavery, westward expansion, 
and Reconstruction. Campbell's pioneering work in local and county records has defined the model for 
grassroots research and community studies in the field. More than any other scholar, Campbell has 
shaped our modern understanding of Texas. In this collection of seventeen original essays, Campbell's 
colleagues, friends, and students offer a capacious examination of Texas's history—ranging from 
the Spanish era through the 1960s War on Poverty—to honor Campbell's deep influence on the 
field. Focusing on themes and methods that Campbell pioneered, the essays debate Texas identity, 
the creation of nineteenth-century Texas, the legacies of the Civil War and Reconstruction, and the 
remaking of the Lone Star State during the twentieth century. Featuring some of the most well-known 
names in the field—as well as rising stars—the volume offers the latest scholarship on major issues in 
Texas history, and the enduring influence of the most eminent Texas historian of the last half century.

This Corner of Canaan

The Souls of Poor Folk is a collection of essays in the tradition of W.E.B. Du Bois's classic The Souls 
of Black Folk. The essays move between the scholarly, the narrative, and the testimonial just as they 
do in Du Bois's book. This text is meant to be a contribution to the critical dialogue around ways to 
alleviate poverty in our world. The contributors are diverse in their experience, origin, perspectives, 
and beliefs about the appropriate means to alleviate poverty and its many causes. This book is an 
essential companion to a multimedia initiative featuring a documentary and original music compilation 
available on compact disc that invites readers, listeners, and viewers to journey beyond the veil that 
hides the scars and blemishes of social problems, such as homelessness and poverty, especially in 
America. To learn more about the successful non-profit "Greater Love Project" initiative or to purchase 
other companion items including the CD, please visit: www.thesoulsofpoorfolk.org.

The Souls of Poor Folk

"An eloquent and essential correction to contemporary discussions of the American working 
class."—The Nation From the ongoing issues of poverty, health, housing, and employment to the recent 
upsurge of lethal police-community relations, the black working class stands at the center of perceptions 
of social and racial conflict today. Journalists and public policy analysts often discuss the black poor 
as “consumers” rather than “producers,” as “takers” rather than “givers,” and as “liabilities” instead of 
“assets.” In his engrossing history, Workers on Arrival, Joe William Trotter, Jr., refutes these perceptions 
by charting the black working class’s vast contributions to the making of America. Covering the last 
four hundred years since Africans were first brought to Virginia in 1619, Trotter traces the complicated 
journey of black workers from the transatlantic slave trade to the demise of the industrial order in the 
twenty-first century. At the center of this compelling, fast-paced narrative are the actual experiences 
of these African American men and women. A dynamic and vital history of remarkable contributions 
despite repeated setbacks, Workers on Arrival expands our understanding of America’s economic and 
industrial growth, its cities, ideas, and institutions, and the real challenges confronting black urban 
communities today.

Workers on Arrival

This popular text mixes the best classic theory and research on urban politics with the most recent 
developments in urban and metropolitan affairs. Its very balanced and realistic approach helps students 
to understand the nature of urban politics and the difficulty of finding effective solutions in a suburban 
and global age. The eighth edition provides a comprehensive review and analysis of urban policy under 
the Obama administration and brand new coverage of sustainable urban development. A new chapter 
on globalization and its impact on cities brings the history of urban development up to date, and a focus 
on the politics of local economic development underscores how questions of economic development 
have come to dominate the local arena. The eighth edition is significantly shorter than previous editions, 
and the entire text has been thoroughly rewritten to engage students. Boxed case studies of prominent 
recent and current urban development efforts provide material for class discussion, and concluding 
material demonstrates the tradeoff between more ideal and more pragmatic urban politics.



Urban Politics

"Originally published in Social and Economic Studies 43:3 (1994)"--Title page verso.

Walter Rodney

Segregation by Design draws on more than 100 years of quantitative and qualitative data from 
thousands of American cities to explore how local governments generate race and class segregation. 
Starting in the early twentieth century, cities have used their power of land use control to determine 
the location and availability of housing, amenities (such as parks), and negative land uses (such 
as garbage dumps). The result has been segregation - first within cities and more recently between 
them. Documenting changing patterns of segregation and their political mechanisms, Trounstine argues 
that city governments have pursued these policies to enhance the wealth and resources of white 
property owners at the expense of people of color and the poor. Contrary to leading theories of urban 
politics, local democracy has not functioned to represent all residents. The result is unequal access to 
fundamental local services - from schools, to safe neighborhoods, to clean water.

Segregation by Design

Originally published in 1969, the documentary evidence of poverty and malnutrition in the American 
South showcased in Still Hungry in America still resonates today. The work was created to complement 
a July 1967 U.S. Senate Subcommittee on Employment, Manpower, and Poverty hearings on hunger in 
America. At those hearings, witnesses documented examples of deprivation afflicting hundreds of thou-
sands of American families. The most powerful testimonies came from the authors of this profoundly 
disturbing and important book. Al Clayton’s sensitive camerawork enabled the subcommittee members 
to see the agonizing results of insufficient food and improper diet, rendered graphically in stunted, 
weakened and fractured bones, dry, shrunken, and ulcerated skin, wasting muscles, and bloated legs 
and abdomens. Physician and child psychiatrist Robert Coles, who had worked with these populations 
for many years, described with fierce clarity the medical and psychological effects of hunger. Coles’s 
powerful narrative, reinforced by heartbreaking interviews with impoverished people and accompanied 
by 101 photographs taken by Clayton in Appalachia, rural Mississippi, and Atlanta, Georgia, convey 
the plight of the millions of hungry citizens in the most affluent nation on earth. A new foreword by 
historian Thomas J. Ward Jr. analyzes food insecurity among today’s rural and urban poor and frames 
the current crisis in the American diet not as a scarcity of food but as an overabundance of empty 
calories leading to obesity, diabetes, and high blood pressure.

Still Hungry in America

This collection of essays challenges long-entrenched ideas about the history, nature, and significance 
of the informal neighborhoods that house the vast majority of Latin America's urban poor. Until recently, 
scholars have mainly viewed these settlements through the prisms of crime and drug-related violence, 
modernization and development theories, populist or revolutionary politics, or debates about the 
cultures of poverty. Yet shantytowns have proven both more durable and more multifaceted than any 
of these perspectives foresaw. Far from being accidental offshoots of more dynamic economic and 
political developments, they are now a permanent and integral part of Latin America's urban societies, 
critical to struggles over democratization, economic transformation, identity politics, and the drug and 
arms trades. Integrating historical, cultural, and social scientific methodologies, this collection brings 
together recent research from across Latin America, from the informal neighborhoods of Rio de Janeiro 
and Mexico City, Managua and Buenos Aires. Amid alarmist exposés, Cities from Scratch intervenes 
by considering Latin American shantytowns at a new level of interdisciplinary complexity. Contributors. 
Javier Auyero, Mariana Cavalcanti, Ratão Diniz, Emilio Duhau, Sujatha Fernandes, Brodwyn Fischer, 
Bryan McCann, Edward Murphy, Dennis Rodgers

Cities From Scratch

Socio-political views on housing have been brought to the fore in recent years by global economic 
crises, a notable rise of international migration and intensified trans-regional movement phenomena. 
Adopting this viewpoint, From Conflict to Inclusion in Housing maps the current terrain of political 
thinking, ethical conversations and community activism that complements the current discourse on new 
opportunities to access housing. Its carefully selected case studies cover many geographical contexts, 
including the UK, the US, Brazil, Australia, Asia and Europe. Importantly, the volume presents the views 



of stakeholders that are typically left unaccounted for in the process of housing development, and 
presents them with an interdisciplinary audience of sociologists, planners and architects in mind. Each 
chapter offers new interpretations of real-world problems, local community initiatives and successful 
housing projects, and together construct a critique on recent governmental and planning policies 
globally. Through these studies, the reader will encounter a narrative that encompasses issues of 
equality for housing, the biopolitics of dwelling and its associated activism, planning initiatives for social 
sustainability, and the cohabitation of the urban terrain.

From Conflict to Inclusion in Housing

Proceedings of a seminar held in November 1997

Political and Social Participation of Immigrants Through Consultative Bodies

Widely regarded as the key text of the Harlem Renaissance, this landmark anthology of fiction, poetry, 
essays, drama, music, and illustration includes contributions by Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, 
Claude McKay, James Weldon Johnson, and other luminaries.

New Negro: An Interpretation

The late twentieth and early twenty-first centuries are commonly characterised as an age of ‘ne-
oliberalism’ in which individualism, competition, free markets and privatisation came to dominate 
Britain’s politics, economy and society. This historical framing has proven highly controversial, within 
both academia and contemporary political and public debate. Standard accounts of neoliberalism 
generally focus on the influence of political ideas in reshaping British politics; according to this narrative, 
neoliberalism was a right-wing ideology, peddled by political economists, think-tanks and politicians 
from the 1930s onwards, which finally triumphed in the 1970s and 1980s. The Neoliberal Age? suggests 
this narrative is too simplistic. Where the standard story sees neoliberalism as right-wing, this book 
points to some left-wing origins, too; where the standard story emphasises the agency of think-tanks 
and politicians, this book shows that other actors from the business world were also highly significant. 
Where the standard story can suggest that neoliberalism transformed subjectivities and social lives, 
this book illuminates other forces which helped make Britain more individualistic in the late twentieth 
century. The analysis thus takes neoliberalism seriously but also shows that it cannot be the only 
explanatory framework for understanding contemporary Britain. The book showcases cutting-edge 
research, making it useful to researchers and students, as well as to those interested in understanding 
the forces that have shaped our recent past.

The Neoliberal Age?

Does leadership affect economic growth and development? Is leadership an exogenous determinant 
or an endogenous outcome of growth and development processes? Can we differentiate between 
the two? Do leaders decisions and actions vary in importance over various stages in the process, at 
least in successful cases? How important is choosing the right economic model? To what extent does 
leadership affect the explicit or implicit time horizons of policy choices? Is leadership an important 
determinant of inclusiveness in growth? In what ways do leaders build consensus or institutions to 
allow time for the economic plan to work? What challenges does economic success generate? How 
do successful leaders adapt to new problems such as income inequality and a rising middle class? 
Does the creation of new institutions play any role in solving these problems? Why do leaders often 
choose second best political economic compromises in economic development? This book has been 
prepared for the Commission on Growth and Development to evaluate the state of knowledge on the 
relationship between leadership and economic growth. It does not pretend to provide all the answers, 
but does review the evidence, identify insights and offers examples of leaders making decisions and 
acting in ways that enhance economic growth. It examines a variety of topics including leaders roles 
in: promoting national unity, building good solid institutions, choosing innovative and localized policies, 
and creating political consensus for long run policy implementation. Written by prominent academics 
and actual policy makers, Leadership and Growth seeks to create a better understanding of the role 
of leadership in growth and to encourage further studies of the role of leadership in economic growth.

Leadership and Growth



During the turbulent 1960s, civil rights leader Whitney M. Young Jr. devised a new and effective 
strategy to achieve equality for African Americans. Young blended interracial mediation with direct 
protest, demonstrating that these methods pursued together were the best tactics for achieving 
social, economic, and political change. Militant Mediator is a powerful reassessment of this key and 
controversial figure in the civil rights movement. It is the first biography to explore in depth the influence 
Young's father, a civil rights leader in Kentucky, had on his son. Dickerson traces Young's swift rise to 
national prominence as a leader who could bridge the concerns of deprived blacks and powerful whites 
and mobilize the resources of the white America to battle the poverty and discrimination at the core of 
racial inequality. Alone among his civil rights colleagues—Martin Luther King Jr., Roy Wilkins, James 
Farmer, John Lewis, and James Forman—Young built support from black and white constituencies. As 
a National Urban League official in the Midwest and as a dean of the School of Social Work at Atlanta 
University during the 1940s and 1950s, Young developed a strategy of mediation and put it to work 
on a national level upon becoming the executive director of the League in 1961. Though he worked 
with powerful whites, Young also drew support from middle-and working-class blacks from religious, 
fraternal, civil rights, and educational organizations. As he navigated this middle ground, though, Young 
came under fire from both black nationalists and white conservatives.

Militant Mediator

Networks of Outrage and Hope is an exploration of the newforms of social movements and protests 
that are erupting in theworld today, from the Arab uprisings to the indignadas movement inSpain, from 
the Occupy Wall Street movement to the social protestsin Turkey, Brazil and elsewhere. While these 
and similar socialmovements differ in many important ways, there is one thing theyshare in common: 
they are all interwoven inextricably with thecreation of autonomous communication networks supported 
by theInternet and wireless communication. In this new edition of his timely and important book, 
ManuelCastells examines the social, cultural and political roots of thesenew social movements, studies 
their innovative forms ofself-organization, assesses the precise role of technology in thedynamics of 
the movements, suggests the reasons for the supportthey have found in large segments of society, 
and probes theircapacity to induce political change by influencing people’sminds. Two new chapters 
bring the analysis up-to-date and draw outthe implications of these social movements and protests 
forunderstanding the new forms of social change and politicaldemocracy in the global network society.

Democracy and Philanthropy

Human Rights And Comparative Foreign Policy Is The First Book In English To Examine The Place 
Of Human Rights In The Foreign Policies Of A Wide Range Of States During Contemporary Times. 
The Book Is Also Unique In Utilizing A Common Framework Of Analysis For All 10 Of The Country Or 
Regional Studies Covered. This Framework Treats Foreign Policy As The Result Of A Two -Level Game 
In Which Both Domestic And Foreign Factors Have To Be Considered. Leading Experts From Around 
The World Analyze Both Liberal Democratic And Other Foreign Policies On Human Rights. A General 
Introduction And A Systematic Conclusion Add To The Coherence Of The Project. The Authors Note 
The Increasing Attention Given To Human Rights Issues In Contemporary Foreign Policy. At The Same 
Time, They Argue That Most States, Including Liberal Democratic States That Identify With Human 
Rights, Are Reluctant Most Of The Time To Elevate Human Rights Concerns To A Level Equal To That 
Of Traditional Security And Economic Concerns. When States Do Seek To Integrate Human Rights 
With These And Other Concerns, The Result Is Usually Great Inconsistency In Patterns Of Foreign 
Policy. The Book Further Argues That Different States Bring Different Emphases To Their Human Rights 
Diplomacy, Because Of Such Factors As National Political Culture And Perceived National Interests. 
In The Last Analysis States Can Be Compared Along Two Dimensions Pertaining To Human Rights: 
Extent To Which They Are Oriented Toward An International Rather Than National Conception Of 
Rights; And Extent To Which They Are Oriented Toward International Rather Than National Action To 
Protect Human Rights.

Congressional Record

Explores the central role the aesthetic played in energising the massive mobilisations of young people, 
the disaffected, the middle classes and the apolitical silent majority in the North African and Middle 
Eastern uprisings with protest movements such as Occupy.

Networks of Outrage and Hope



Beginning after World War I, Houston was transformed from a black-and-white frontier town into one 
of the most ethnically and racially diverse urban areas in the United States. Houston Bound draws on 
social and cultural history to show how, despite Anglo attempts to fix racial categories through Jim 
Crow laws, converging migrations—particularly those of Mexicans and Creoles—complicated ideas of 
blackness and whiteness and introduced different understandings about race. This migration history 
also uses music and sound to examine these racial complexities, tracing the emergence of Houston's 
blues and jazz scenes in the 1920s as well as the hybrid forms of these genres that arose when migrants 
forged shared social space and carved out new communities and politics. This interdisciplinary book 
provides both an innovative historiography about migration and immigration in the twentieth century 
and a critical examination of a city located in the former Confederacy.

Human Rights and Comparative Foreign Policy

A longtime insider explores the origins of modern protest movements like Black Lives Matter and 
Occupy Wall Street, offering a groundbreaking history of disruptive protest and American radicalism 
since the Sixties As Americans take to the streets in record numbers, L.A. Kauffman’s timely, trenchant 
history of protest offers unique insights into how past movements have won victories in times of crisis 
and backlash and how they can be most effective today. This deeply researched account, twenty-five 
years in the making, traces the evolution of disruptive protest since the Sixties to tell a larger story 
about the reshaping of the American left. Kauffman, a longtime grassroots organizer, examines how 
movements from ACT UP to Occupy Wall Street to Black Lives Matter have used disruptive tactics 
to catalyze change despite long odds. Kauffman’s lively and elegant history is propelled by hundreds 
of candid interviews conducted over a span of decades. Direct Action showcases the voices of key 
players in an array of movements—environmentalist, anti-nuclear, anti-apartheid, feminist, LGBTQ, 
anti-globalization, racial-justice, anti-war, and more—across an era when American politics shifted to 
the right, and a constellation of decentralized issue- and identity-based movements supplanted the 
older ideal of a single, unified left. Now, as protest movements again take on a central and urgent 
political role, Kauffman’s history offers both striking lessons for the current moment and an unparalleled 
overview of the landscape of recent activism. Written with nuance and humor, Direct Action is essential 
reading for anyone interested in understanding the protest movements of our time. “The best overview 
of how protest works—when it does—and what it’s achieved over the past 50 years.” —Rebecca Solnit, 
The New York Times

The Political Aesthetics of Global Protest

One of "our most insightful social observers"* cracks the great political mystery of our time: how 
conservatism, once a marker of class privilege, became the creed of millions of ordinary Americans 
With his acclaimed wit and acuity, Thomas Frank turns his eye on what he calls the "thirty-year 
backlash"—the populist revolt against a supposedly liberal establishment. The high point of that 
backlash is the Republican Party's success in building the most unnatural of alliances: between 
blue-collar Midwesterners and Wall Street business interests, workers and bosses, populists and 
right-wingers. In asking "what 's the matter with Kansas?"—how a place famous for its radicalism 
became one of the most conservative states in the union—Frank, a native Kansan and onetime 
Republican, seeks to answer some broader American riddles: Why do so many of us vote against 
our economic interests? Where's the outrage at corporate manipulators? And whatever happened 
to middle-American progressivism? The questions are urgent as well as provocative. Frank answers 
them by examining pop conservatism—the bestsellers, the radio talk shows, the vicious political 
combat—and showing how our long culture wars have left us with an electorate far more concerned 
with their leaders' "values" and down-home qualities than with their stands on hard questions of policy. 
A brilliant analysis—and funny to boot—What's the Matter with Kansas? presents a critical assessment 
of who we are, while telling a remarkable story of how a group of frat boys, lawyers, and CEOs came 
to convince a nation that they spoke on behalf of the People. *Los Angeles Times

Thirty Years of Lynching in the United States, 1889-1918

This new, expanded edition brings the story of the Interstates into the twenty-first century. It includes 
an account of the destruction of homes, businesses, and communities as the urban expressways of 
the highway network destroyed large portions of the nation’s central cities. Mohl and Rose analyze 
the subsequent urban freeway revolts, when citizen protest groups battled highway builders in San 
Francisco, Baltimore, Memphis, New Orleans, Washington, DC, and other cities. Their detailed research 



in the archival records of the Bureau of Public Roads, the Federal Highway Administration, and the U.S. 
Department of Transportation brings to light significant evidence of federal action to tame the spreading 
freeway revolts, curb the authority of state highway engineers, and promote the devolution of trans-
portation decision making to the state and regional level. They analyze the passage of congressional 
legislation in the 1990s, especially the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA), that 
initiated a major shift of Highway Trust Fund dollars to mass transit and light rail, as well as to hiking trails 
and bike lanes. Mohl and Rose conclude with the surprising popularity of the recent freeway teardown 
movement, an effort to replace deteriorating, environmentally damaging, and sometimes dangerous 
elevated expressway segments through the inner cities. Sometimes led by former anti-highway activists 
of the 1960s and 1970s, teardown movements aim to restore the urban street grid, provide space 
for new streetcar lines, and promote urban revitalization efforts. This revised edition continues to be 
marked by accessible writing and solid research by two well-known scholars. Raymond A. Mohl is 
distinguished professor of history at the University of Alabama at Birmingham. He is the author of 
South of the South: Jewish Activists and the Civil Rights Movement in Miami, 1945-1960 and co-editor 
of The Making of Urban America, 3rd edition. Mark H. Rose is professor of history at Florida Atlantic 
University. He is the author of Cities of Light and Heat: Domesticating Gas and Electricity in Urban 
America and coauthor of The Best Transportation System in the World: Railroads, Trucks, Airlines and 
American Public Policy in the Twentieth Century. Praise for the previous edition of Interstate "The tale 
that Mark Rose relates in great detail is an illuminating one of pressure politics, revealing aspects of 
the fragmentation of social and political life rarely examined by scholars." —Richard Lowitt, American 
Studies "The best researched, most readable single document on the formation of U.S. auto-dominant 
policy. . . ." —Robert C. Stuart, Policy Studies Journal "Rose has done pioneering work in highway 
history. This is a small book but an important one. We are becoming more acutely aware that in our 
world technology and politics are inextricably intertwined. Here is an excellent case study."—John B. 
Rae, ISIS "An extensively researched, brief, and important study that adds to our knowledge of interest 
group politics and the impact of the motor vehicle in the United States." —Blaine A. Brownell, American 
Historical Review "An excellent contribution to political and transportation history. . . . an extremely 
useful account of the various hearings, conferences, and behind-the-scenes maneuverings that finally 
led to federal absorption of 90 percent of construction costs through the instrumentality of the Highway 
Trust Fund. . . . an impressive beginning to historical scholarship on a vastly important topic." —Kenneth 
T. Jackson, Journal of American History "A remarkably thorough, objective survey and analysis of the 
role of various interest groups in fashioning highway policies in the 1940s and 1950s. . . . a pioneer, 
definitive examination of highway development and transportation policy-making from the standpoints 
of various special interest groups." —Michael Robinson, Public Works Historical Society "This volume 
will fill an important area in many collections that probably have several volumes on transportation 
development after 1956. Persons interested in political processes, policy formation, and urban history 
will find this volume a useful and important contribution toward understanding the post-World War II 
period." —Choice

Houston Bound

Direct Action
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