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A Tragedy of Democracy

The confinement of some 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, often called the Japanese 
American internment, has been described as the worst official civil rights violation of modern U. S. 
history. Greg Robinson not only offers a bold new understanding of these events but also studies 
them within a larger time frame and from a transnational perspective. Drawing on newly discovered 
material, Robinson provides a backstory of confinement that reveals for the first time the extent of the 
American government's surveillance of Japanese communities in the years leading up to war and the 
construction of what officials termed "concentration camps" for enemy aliens. He also considers the 
aftermath of confinement, including the place of Japanese Americans in postwar civil rights struggles, 
the long movement by former camp inmates for redress, and the continuing role of the camps as 
touchstones for nationwide commemoration and debate. Most remarkably, A Tragedy of Democracy 
is the first book to analyze official policy toward West Coast Japanese Americans within a North 
American context. Robinson studies confinement on the mainland alongside events in wartime Hawaii, 
where fears of Japanese Americans justified Army dictatorship, suspension of the Constitution, and 
the imposition of military tribunals. He similarly reads the treatment of Japanese Americans against 
Canada's confinement of 22,000 citizens and residents of Japanese ancestry from British Columbia. A 
Tragedy of Democracy recounts the expulsion of almost 5,000 Japanese from Mexico's Pacific Coast 
and the poignant story of the Japanese Latin Americans who were kidnapped from their homes and 
interned in the United States. Approaching Japanese confinement as a continental and international 
phenomenon, Robinson offers a truly kaleidoscopic understanding of its genesis and outcomes. The 
confinement of some 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, often called the Japanese 
American internment, has been described as the worst official civil rights violation of modern U. S. 
history. Greg Robinson not only offers a bold new understanding of these events but also studies 
them within a larger time frame and from a transnational perspective. Drawing on newly discovered 
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material, Robinson provides a backstory of confinement that reveals for the first time the extent of the 
American government's surveillance of Japanese communities in the years leading up to war and the 
construction of what officials termed "concentration camps" for enemy aliens. He also considers the 
aftermath of confinement, including the place of Japanese Americans in postwar civil rights struggles, 
the long movement by former camp inmates for redress, and the continuing role of the camps as 
touchstones for nationwide commemoration and debate. Most remarkably, A Tragedy of Democracy 
is the first book to analyze official policy toward West Coast Japanese Americans within a North 
American context. Robinson studies confinement on the mainland alongside events in wartime Hawaii, 
where fears of Japanese Americans justified Army dictatorship, suspension of the Constitution, and 
the imposition of military tribunals. He similarly reads the treatment of Japanese Americans against 
Canada's confinement of 22,000 citizens and residents of Japanese ancestry from British Columbia. A 
Tragedy of Democracy recounts the expulsion of almost 5,000 Japanese from Mexico's Pacific Coast 
and the poignant story of the Japanese Latin Americans who were kidnapped from their homes and 
interned in the United States. Approaching Japanese confinement as a continental and international 
phenomenon, Robinson offers a truly kaleidoscopic understanding of its genesis and outcomes.

A Tragedy of Democracy

The confinement of some 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, often called the Japanese 
American internment, has been described as the worst official civil rights violation of modern U. S. 
history. Greg Robinson not only offers a bold new understanding of these events but also studies 
them within a larger time frame and from a transnational perspective. Drawing on newly discovered 
material, Robinson provides a backstory of confinement that reveals for the first time the extent of the 
American government's surveillance of Japanese communities in the years leading up to war and the 
construction of what officials termed "concentration camps" for enemy aliens. He also considers the 
aftermath of confinement, including the place of Japanese Americans in postwar civil rights struggles, 
the long movement by former camp inmates for redress, and the continuing role of the camps as 
touchstones for nationwide commemoration and debate. Most remarkably, A Tragedy of Democracy 
is the first book to analyze official policy toward West Coast Japanese Americans within a North 
American context. Robinson studies confinement on the mainland alongside events in wartime Hawaii, 
where fears of Japanese Americans justified Army dictatorship, suspension of the Constitution, and 
the imposition of military tribunals. He similarly reads the treatment of Japanese Americans against 
Canada's confinement of 22,000 citizens and residents of Japanese ancestry from British Columbia. A 
Tragedy of Democracy recounts the expulsion of almost 5,000 Japanese from Mexico's Pacific Coast 
and the poignant story of the Japanese Latin Americans who were kidnapped from their homes and 
interned in the United States. Approaching Japanese confinement as a continental and international 
phenomenon, Robinson offers a truly kaleidoscopic understanding of its genesis and outcomes. The 
confinement of some 120,000 Japanese Americans during World War II, often called the Japanese 
American internment, has been described as the worst official civil rights violation of modern U. S. 
history. Greg Robinson not only offers a bold new understanding of these events but also studies 
them within a larger time frame and from a transnational perspective. Drawing on newly discovered 
material, Robinson provides a backstory of confinement that reveals for the first time the extent of the 
American government's surveillance of Japanese communities in the years leading up to war and the 
construction of what officials termed "concentration camps" for enemy aliens. He also considers the 
aftermath of confinement, including the place of Japanese Americans in postwar civil rights struggles, 
the long movement by former camp inmates for redress, and the continuing role of the camps as 
touchstones for nationwide commemoration and debate. Most remarkably, A Tragedy of Democracy 
is the first book to analyze official policy toward West Coast Japanese Americans within a North 
American context. Robinson studies confinement on the mainland alongside events in wartime Hawaii, 
where fears of Japanese Americans justified Army dictatorship, suspension of the Constitution, and 
the imposition of military tribunals. He similarly reads the treatment of Japanese Americans against 
Canada's confinement of 22,000 citizens and residents of Japanese ancestry from British Columbia. A 
Tragedy of Democracy recounts the expulsion of almost 5,000 Japanese from Mexico's Pacific Coast 
and the poignant story of the Japanese Latin Americans who were kidnapped from their homes and 
interned in the United States. Approaching Japanese confinement as a continental and international 
phenomenon, Robinson offers a truly kaleidoscopic understanding of its genesis and outcomes.

After Camp



This book examines the lives of Japanese Americans in the aftermath of their World War Two-era 
confinement, including how they resettled nationwide, the mental and physical aftereffects of the former 
inmates, and their political engagement.

Pacific Citizens

The question of how relations between marginalized groups are impacted by their common and 
sometimes competing search for equal rights has become acutely important. Demographic projections 
make it easy now to imagine a future majority population of color in the United States. Minority 
Relations sets forth some of the issues involved in the interplay among members of various racial, 
ethnic, and sexual minorities. Robert S. Chang initiated the Intergroup Conflict and Cooperation Project 
and invited historian Greg Robinson to collaborate. The two brought together scholars from different 
backgrounds and disciplines to engage a set of interrelated questions confronting groups generally 
considered minorities. This collection strives to stimulate further thinking and writing by social scientists, 
legal scholars, and policymakers on inter-minority connections. Particularly, scholars test the limits of 
intergroup cooperation and coalition building. For marginalized groups, coalition building seems to offer 
a pathway to addressing economic discrimination and reaching some measure of justice with regard 
to opportunities. The need for coalitions also acknowledges a democratic process in which racialized 
groups face significant difficulty gaining real political power, despite such legislation as the Voting Rights 
Act.

Minority Relations

Based on interviews with camp survivors and new archival research, an account of the relocation of 
Japanese Americans to internment camps during World War II offers a new perspective on a tragic 
episode in contemporary American history.

Democracy on Trial

On February 19, 1942, following the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor, President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt signed a fateful order that allowed for the summary removal of Japanese aliens and American 
citizens of Japanese descent from their West Coast homes and their incarceration under guard in 
camps. Amid the numerous histories and memoirs devoted to this shameful event, FDR's contributions 
have been seen as negligible. Now, using Roosevelt's own writings, his advisors' letters and diaries, 
and internal government documents, Greg Robinson reveals the president's central role in making and 
implementing the internment and examines not only what the president did but why.

By Order of the President

Offering a window into a critical era in Japanese American life, Pacific Citizens collects key writings of 
Larry S. Tajiri, a multitalented journalist, essayist, and popular culture maven. He and his wife, Guyo, 
who worked by his side, became leading figures in Nisei political life as the central purveyors of news 
for and about Japanese Americans during World War II, both those confined in government camps and 
others outside. The Tajiris made the community newspaper the Pacific Citizen a forum for liberal and 
progressive views on politics, civil rights, and democracy, insightfully addressing issues of assimilation, 
multiracialism, and U.S. foreign relations. Through his editorship of the Pacific Citizen as well as 
in articles and columns in outside media, Larry Tajiri became the Japanese American community's 
most visible spokesperson, articulating a broad vision of Nisei identity to a varied audience. In this 
thoughtfully framed and annotated volume, Greg Robinson interprets and examines the contributions of 
the Tajiris through a selection of writings, columns, editorials, and correspondence from before, during, 
and after the war. Pacific Citizens contextualizes the Tajiris' output, providing a telling portrait of these 
two dedicated journalists and serving as a reminder of the public value of the ethnic community press.

Pacific Citizens

The Redress Movement refers to efforts to obtain the restitution of civil rights, an apology, and/or 
monetary compensation from the U.S. government during the six decades that followed the World War 
II mass removal and confinement of Japanese Americans. Early campaigns emphasized the violation 
of constitutional rights, lost property, and the repeal of anti-Japanese legislation. 1960s activists linked 
the wartime detention camps to contemporary racist and colonial policies. In the late 1970s three 
organizations pursued redress in court and in Congress, culminating in the passage of the Civil 



Liberties Act of 1988, providing a national apology and individual payments of $20,000 to surviving 
detainees.

Achieving the Impossible Dream

An innovative account of prisoners of war and internment camps around the Pacific basin during the 
Second World War. In this comparative and global study, Anoma Pieris and Lynne Horiuchi offer an 
architectural and urban understanding of the Pacific War approached through spatial, physical and 
material analyses of incarceration camp environments.

The Architecture of Confinement

The first global history of hunger strikes as a tactic in prisons, conflicts, and protest movements. The 
power of the hunger strike lies in its utter simplicity. The ability to choose to forego eating is universally 
accessible, even to those living under conditions of maximal constraint, as in the prisons of apartheid 
South Africa, Israeli prisons for Palestinian prisoners, and the detention camp at Guantánamo Bay. 
It is a weapon of the weak, potentially open to all. By choosing to hunger strike, a prisoner wields a 
last-resort personal power that communicates viscerally, in a way that is undeniable—especially when 
broadcast over prison barricades through media and to movements outside. Refusal to Eat is the first 
book to compile a global history of this vital form of modern protest, the hunger strike. In this enormously 
ambitious but concise book, Nayan Shah observes how hunger striking stretches and recasts to turn 
a personal agony into a collective social agony in conflicts and contexts all around the world, laying 
out a remarkable number of case studies over the last century and more. From suffragettes in Britain 
and the US in the early twentieth century to Irish political prisoners, Bengali prisoners, and detainees 
at post-9/11 Guantánamo Bay; from Japanese Americans in US internment camps to conscientious 
objectors in the 1960s; from South Africans fighting apartheid to asylum seekers in Australia and Papua 
New Guinea, Shah shows the importance of context for each case and the interventions the protesters 
faced. The power that hunger striking unleashes is volatile, unmooring all previous resolves, certainties, 
and structures and forcing supporters and opponents alike to respond in new ways. It can upend prison 
regimens, medical ethics, power hierarchies, governments, and assumptions about gender, race, and 
the body's endurance. This book takes hunger strikers seriously as decision-makers in desperate 
situations, often bound to disagree or fail, and captures the continued frustration of authorities when 
confronted by prisoners willing to die for their positions. Above all, Refusal to Eat revolves around a 
core of moral, practical, and political questions that hunger strikers raise, investigating what it takes to 
resist and oppose state power.

Refusal to Eat

A “comprehensive…fascinating” (The New York Times Book Review) history of Asian Americans 
and their role in American life, by one of the nation’s preeminent scholars on the subject, with a 
new afterword about the recent hate crimes against Asian Americans. In the past fifty years, Asian 
Americans have helped change the face of America and are now the fastest growing group in the 
United States. But much of their long history has been forgotten. “In her sweeping, powerful new book, 
Erika Lee considers the rich, complicated, and sometimes invisible histories of Asians in the United 
States” (Huffington Post). The Making of Asian America shows how generations of Asian immigrants 
and their American-born descendants have made and remade Asian American life, from sailors who 
came on the first trans-Pacific ships in the 1500 to the Japanese Americans incarcerated during World 
War II. Over the past fifty years, a new Asian America has emerged out of community activism and 
the arrival of new immigrants and refugees. But as Lee shows, Asian Americans have continued to 
struggle as both “despised minorities” and “model minorities,” revealing all the ways that racism has 
persisted in their lives and in the life of the country. Published fifty years after the passage of the United 
States’ Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965, these “powerful Asian American stories…are inspiring, 
and Lee herself does them justice in a book that is long overdue” (Los Angeles Times). But more than 
that, The Making of Asian America is an “epic and eye-opening” (Minneapolis Star-Tribune) new way 
of understanding America itself, its complicated histories of race and immigration, and its place in the 
world today.

The Making of Asian America

LatinAsian Cartographies examines how Latina/o and Asian American writers provide important 
counter-narratives to the stories of racial encroachment that have come to characterize twenty-first 



century dominant discourses on race. Susan Thananopavarn contends that the Asian American 
and Latina/o presence in the United States, although often considered marginal in discourses of 
American history and nationhood, is in fact crucial to understanding how national identity has been 
constructed historically and continues to be constructed in the present day. Thananopavarn creates a 
new “LatinAsian” view of the United States that emphasizes previously suppressed aspects of national 
history, including imperialism, domestic racism during World War II, Cold War operations in Latin 
America and Asia, and the politics of borders in an age of globalization. LatinAsian Cartographies 
ultimately reimagines national narratives in a way that transforms dominant ideas of what it means to 
be American.

LatinAsian Cartographies

Explore Japanese internment through the voices of those who endured removal, those who designed 
this notorious forced relocation, and those who witnessed the broken promise of U.S. democracy. This 
document collection sheds light on Japanese American internment through the voices and perspectives 
of those who directly experienced this event as well as those who created the policy behind it. The book 
provides readers with a wide range of first-hand accounts, government reports, and media responses 
that help readers to better understand the events of this unfortunate period of American history. Each 
document has contextualizing information to help students understand content they may come across 
in their research. This format is meant to accommodate a wide range of documents that includes a 
variety of viewpoints and perspectives, such as "eyewitness" pieces (personal narratives, letters; and 
first-hand accounts); media pieces (newspaper articles, op-ed articles, and reactions and responses 
to the events); and government and legislative pieces (laws, proclamations, rules, etc.). Books in this 
series provide a preface, introduction, guide to primary documents, and chronological organization of 
documents, with each document providing its own introduction, the text of the document or excerpt, 
and a brief list of additional readings.

Documents of Japanese American Internment

The mass incarceration of Japanese Americans during World War II is not only a tale of injustice; it is a 
moving story of faith. In this pathbreaking account, Duncan Rykken Williams reveals how, even as they 
were stripped of their homes and imprisoned in camps, Japanese-American Buddhists launched one 
of the most inspiring defenses of religious freedom in our nation's history, insisting that they could be 
both Buddhist and American.--

American Sutra

A New History of Asian America is a fresh and up-to-date history of Asians in the United States 
from the late eighteenth century to the present. Drawing on current scholarship, Shelley Lee brings 
forward the many strands of Asian American history, highlighting the distinctive nature of the Asian 
American experience while placing the narrative in the context of the major trajectories and turning 
points of U.S. history. Covering the history of Filipinos, Koreans, Asian Indians, and Southeast Indians 
as well as Chinese and Japanese, the book gives full attention to the diversity within Asian America. 
A robust companion website features additional resources for students, including primary documents, 
a timeline, links, videos, and an image gallery. From the building of the transcontinental railroad to the 
celebrity of Jeremy Lin, people of Asian descent have been involved in and affected by the history of 
America. A New History of Asian America gives twenty-first-century students a clear, comprehensive, 
and contemporary introduction to this vital history.

A New History of Asian America

Introduction / David K. Yoo and Eiichiro Azuma -- Part I. Migration flows -- Filipinos, Pacific Islanders, 
and the American empire / Keith L. Camacho -- Towards a hemispheric Asian American history / 
Jason Oliver Chang -- South Asian America: histories, cultures, politics / Sunaina Maira -- Asians, 
native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders in Hawai'i: people, place, culture / John P. Rosa -- Southeast 
Asian Americans / Chia Youyee Vang -- East Asian immigrants / K. Scott Wong -- Asian Canadian 
history / Henry Yu -- Part II. Time passages -- Internment and World War II history / Eiichiro Azuma -- 
Reconsidering Asian exclusion in the United States / Kornel S. Chang -- The Cold War / Madeline Y. 
Hsu -- The Asian American movement / Daryl Joji Maeda -- Part III. Variations on themes -- A history 
of Asian international adoption in the United States / Catherine Ceniza Choy -- Confronting the racial 
state of violence: how Asian American history can reorient the study of race / Moon-Ho Jung -- Theory 



and history / Lon Kurashige -- Empire and war in Asian American history / Simeon Man -- Queer Asian 
American historiography / Amy Sueyoshi -- The study of Asian American families / Xiaojian Zhao -- Part 
IV. Engaging historical fields -- Asian American economic and labor history / Sucheng Chan -- Asian 
Americans, politics, and history / Gordon H. Chang -- Asian American intellectual history / Augusto 
Espiritu -- Asian American religious history / Helen Jin Kim, Timothy Tseng, and David K. Yoo -- Race, 
space, and place in Asian American urban history / Scott Kurashige -- From Asia to the United States, 
around the world, and back again: new directions in Asian American immigration history / Erika Lee -- 
Public history and Asian Americans / Franklin Odo -- Asian American legal history / Greg Robinson -- 
Asian American education history / Eileen H. Tamura -- Not adding and stirring: women's, gender, and 
sexuality history and the transformation of Asian America / Adrienne Ann Winans and Judy Tzu-Chun 
Wu

The Oxford Handbook of Asian American History

This book examines the Japanese diaspora from the historical archaeology perspective—drawing 
from archaeological data, archival research, and often oral history—and explores current trends in 
archaeological scholarship while also looking at new methodological and theoretical directions. The 
chapters include research on pre-War rural labor camps or villages in the US, as well as research on 
western Canada (British Columbia), Peru, and the Pacific Islands (Hawai‘i and Tinian), incorporating 
work on understudied urban and cemetery sites. One of the main themes explored in the book is 
patterns of cultural persistence and change, whether couched in terms of maintenance of tradition, 
“Americanization,” or the formation of dual identities. Other themes emerging from these chapters 
include consumption, agency, stylistic analysis, community lifecycles, social networks, diaspora and 
transnationalism, gender, and sexuality. Also included are discussions of trauma, racialization, dis-
placement, labor, heritage, and community engagement. Some are presented as fully formed inter-
pretive frameworks with substantial supporting data, while others are works in progress or tentative 
attempts to push the boundaries of our field into innovative new territory. This book is of interest to 
students and researchers in historical archaeology, anthropology, sociology of migration, diaspora 
studies and historiography. Previously published in International Journal of Historical Archaeology 
Volume 25, issue 3, September 2021

Charting the Emerging Field of Japanese Diaspora Archaeology

Lotchin argues that the World War II relocation of Japanese-Americans was motivated by fear of Japan, 
rather than racism.

Japanese-American Relocation in World War II

The author "wanders the Chernobyl Zone of Alienation, first on the Internet and then in person, to figure 
out which version -- the real or the virtual -- is the actual forgery. She also takes us to the basement of 
a hotel in Seattle to examine the personal possessions left in storage by Japanese Americans on their 
way to internment camps in 1942. In Uman, Ukraine, we hide with Brown in a tree in order to witness 
the male-only Rosh Hashanah celebration of Hasidic Jews. In the Russian southern Urals, she speaks 
with the citizens of the small city of Kyshtym, where invisible radioactive pollutants have mysteriously 
blighted lives. Finally, Brown returns home to Elgin, Illinois, in the industrial rust belt, to investigate the 
rise of "rustalgia" and the ways her formative experiences have inspired her obsession with modernist 
wastelands."--Jacket flap.

Dispatches from Dystopia

"In a study that combines archival research, a firm grounding in the historical context, biographical 
analysis, and sustained attention to specific works of art, Amy Lyford provides an account of Isamu 
Noguchi's work between 1930 and 1950 and situates him among other artists who found it necessary 
to negotiate the issues of race and national identity. In particular, Lyford explores Noguchi's sense of 
his art as a form of social activism and a means of struggling against stereotypes of race, ethnicity, 
and national identity. Ultimately, the aesthetics and rhetoric of American modernism in this period both 
energized Noguchi's artistic production and constrained his public reputation"--

Isamu Noguchi S Modernism



The Color of Success tells of the astonishing transformation of Asians in the United States from the "yel-
low peril" to "model minorities"--peoples distinct from the white majority but lauded as well-assimilated, 
upwardly mobile, and exemplars of traditional family values--in the middle decades of the twentieth 
century. As Ellen Wu shows, liberals argued for the acceptance of these immigrant communities into 
the national fold, charging that the failure of America to live in accordance with its democratic ideals 
endangered the country's aspirations to world leadership. Weaving together myriad perspectives, Wu 
provides an unprecedented view of racial reform and the contradictions of national belonging in the 
civil rights era. She highlights the contests for power and authority within Japanese and Chinese 
America alongside the designs of those external to these populations, including government officials, 
social scientists, journalists, and others. And she demonstrates that the invention of the model minority 
took place in multiple arenas, such as battles over zoot suiters leaving wartime internment camps, 
the juvenile delinquency panic of the 1950s, Hawaii statehood, and the African American freedom 
movement. Together, these illuminate the impact of foreign relations on the domestic racial order and 
how the nation accepted Asians as legitimate citizens while continuing to perceive them as indelible 
outsiders. By charting the emergence of the model minority stereotype, The Color of Success reveals 
that this far-reaching, politically charged process continues to have profound implications for how 
Americans understand race, opportunity, and nationhood.

The Color of Success

Between the 1890s and the Vietnam era, many thousands of American Protestant missionaries were 
sent to live throughout the non-European world. They expected to change the people they encountered, 
but those foreign people ended up transforming the missionaries. Their experience abroad made 
many of these missionaries and their children critical of racism, imperialism, and religious orthodoxy. 
When they returned home, they brought new liberal values back to their own society. Protestants 
Abroad reveals the untold story of how these missionary-connected individuals left an enduring 
mark on American public life as writers, diplomats, academics, church officials, publishers, foundation 
executives, and social activists. --

Protestants Abroad

Focusing on Los Angeles farmland during the years between the Immigration Act of 1924 and the 
Japanese Internment in 1942, Transborder Los Angeles weaves together the narratives of Mexican 
and Japanese immigrants into a single transpacific history. In this book, Yu Tokunaga moves from 
international relations between Japan, Mexico, and the US to the Southern California farmland, where 
ethnic Japanese and Mexicans played a significant role in developing local agriculture, one of the major 
industries of LA County before World War II. Japanese, Mexicans, and white Americans developed a 
unique triracial hierarchy in farmland that generated both conflict and interethnic accommodation by 
bringing together local issues and international concerns beyond the Pacific Ocean and the US-Mexico 
border. Viewing these experiences in a single narrative form, Tokunaga breaks new ground, demon-
strating the close relationships between the ban on Japanese immigration, Mexican farmworkers' 
strikes, wartime Japanese removal, and the Bracero Program.

Transborder Los Angeles

This book examines the conceptual, historical and practical implications that various social policies in 
the United States have had on ethnic minorities.



Social Welfare Policy

The end of military heroism? The American Legion and "service" between the Wars / George Lewis 
-- GI Joe Nisei: The invention of World War II's iconic Japanese American soldier / Ellen D. Wu -- 
Instrument of subjugation or avenue for liberation? Black military heroism from World War II to the 
Vietnam War / Simon Wendt -- "Warriors in uniform": Race, masculinity, and martial valor among native 
American veterans from the Great War to Vietnam and beyond / Matthias Voigt -- My Lai: The crisis of 
American military heroism in the Vetnam War / Steve Estes -- Leonard Matlovich: From military hero to 
gay rights poster boy / Simon Hall -- Displaying heroism: Media images of the weary soldier in World 
War II, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War / Amy Lucker -- "From louboutins to combat boots"? The 
negotiation of a twenty-first-century female warrior image in American popular culture and literature / 
Sarah Makeschin -- From warrior to soldier? Lakota veterans on military valor / Sonja John -- Virtual 
warfare: Video games, drones, and the reimagination of heroic -- Masculinity / Carrie Andersen

Warring Over Valor

Examines the myriad consequences of World War II for racial attitudes and the presidential response 
to civil rights.

World War II and American Racial Politics

Volume II presents an authoritative overview of the various continuities and changes in migration 
and globalization from the 1800s to the present day. Despite revolutionary changes in communica-
tion technologies, the growing accessibility of long-distance travel, and globalization across major 
economies, the rise of nation-states empowered immigration regulation and bureaucratic capacities 
for enforcement that curtailed migration. One major theme worldwide across the post-1800 centuries 
was the differentiation between 'skilled' and 'unskilled' workers, often considered through a racialized 
lens; it emerged as the primary divide between greater rights of immigration and citizenship for the 
former, and confinement to temporary or unauthorized migrant status for the latter. Through thirty-one 
chapters, this volume further evaluates the long global history of migration; and it shows that despite 
the increased disciplinary systems, the primacy of migration remains and continues to shape political, 
economic, and social landscapes around the world.

The Cambridge History of Global Migrations: Volume 2, Migrations, 1800–Present

References to the Indian Wars, those conflicts that accompanied US continental expansion, suffuse 
American military history. From Black Hawk helicopters to the exclamation "Geronimo" used by 
paratroopers jumping from airplanes, words and images referring to Indians have been indelibly linked 
with warfare. In Indian Wars Everywhere, Stefan Aune shows how these resonances signal a deeper 
history, one in which the Indian Wars function as a shadow doctrine that influences US military violence. 
The United States' formative acts of colonial violence persist in the actions, imaginations, and stories 
that have facilitated the spread of American empire, from the "savage wars" of the nineteenth century to 
the counterinsurgencies of the Global War on Terror. Ranging across centuries and continents, Indian 
Wars Everywhere considers what it means for the conquest of Native peoples to be deemed a success 
that can be used as a blueprint for modern warfare.

Indian Wars Everywhere

In recent times, the Asia-Pacific region has far surpassed Europe in terms of reciprocal trade with the 
United States, and since the 1980s immigrants from Asia entering the United States have exceeded 
their counterparts from Europe, reversing a longstanding historical trend and making Asian Americans 
the country’s fastest growing racial group. What does transpacific history look like if the arc of the story 
is extended to the present? The essays in this volume offer answers to this question challenging current 
assumptions about transpacific relations. Many of these assumptions are expressed through fear: that 
the ascendance of China threatens a U.S.-led world system and undermines domestic economies; that 
immigrants subvert national unity; and that globalization, for all its transcending of international, cultural, 
and racial differences, generates its own forms of prejudice and social divisions that reproduce global 
and national inequalities. The contributors make clear that these fears associated with, and induced by, 
pacific integration are not new. Rather, they are the most recent manifestation of international, racial, 
and cultural conflicts that have driven transpacific relations in its premodern and especially modern 
iterations. Pacific America differs from other books that are beginning to flesh out the transnational 



history of the Pacific Ocean in that it is more self-consciously a people’s history. While diplomatic and 
economic relations are addressed, the chapters are particularly concerned with histories from the 
“bottom up,” including attention to social relations and processes, individual and group agency, racial 
and cultural perception, and collective memory. These perspectives are embodied in the four sections 
focusing on China and the early modern world, circuits of migration and trade, racism and imperialism, 
and the significance of Pacific islands. The last section on Pacific Islanders avoids a common failing in 
popular perception that focuses on both sides of the Pacific Ocean while overlooking the many islands 
in between. The chapters in this section take on one of the key challenges for transpacific history in 
connecting the migration and imperial histories of the United States, Japan, China, Korea, Vietnam, 
and other nations, with the history of Oceania.

Pacific America

"A good organizer is a social arsonist who goes around setting people on fire."—Fred Ross Raised by 
conservative parents who hoped he would “stay with his own kind,” Fred Ross instead became one 
of the most influential community organizers in American history. His activism began alongside Dust 
Bowl migrants, where he managed the same labor camp that inspired John Steinbeck’s The Grapes of 
Wrath. During World War II, Ross worked for the release of interned Japanese Americans, and after the 
war, he dedicated his life to building the political power of Latinos across California. Labor organizing 
in this country was forever changed when Ross knocked on the door of a young Cesar Chavez and 
encouraged him to become an organizer. Until now there has been no biography of Fred Ross, a man 
who believed a good organizer was supposed to fade into the crowd as others stepped forward. In 
America’s Social Arsonist, Gabriel Thompson provides a full picture of this complicated and driven man, 
recovering a forgotten chapter of American history and providing vital lessons for organizers today.

America's Social Arsonist

What kind of country is America? Zachary Shore tackles this polarizing question by spotlighting some of 
the most morally muddled matters of WWII. Should Japanese Americans be moved from the west coast 
to prevent sabotage? Should the German people be made to starve as punishment for launching the 
war? Should America drop atomic bombs to break Japan's will to fight? Surprisingly, despite wartime 
anger, most Americans and key officials favored mercy over revenge, yet a minority managed to push 
their punitive policies through. After the war, by feeding the hungry, rebuilding Western Europe and 
Japan, and airlifting supplies to a blockaded Berlin, America strove to restore the country's humanity, 
transforming its image in the eyes of the world. A compelling story of the struggle over racism and 
revenge, This Is Not Who We Are asks crucial questions about the nation's most agonizing divides.

This Is Not Who We Are

Using a very wide range of detailed sources, the book surveys the many different experiences of women 
during the Second World War.

Women's Experiences of the Second World War

"Even before wartime incarceration, Japanese Americans largely lived in separate cultural communities 
from their West Coast neighbors. The first-generation American children, the Nisei, were American 
citizens, spoke English, and were integrated in public schools, yet were also socially isolated in 
many ways from their peers and subject to racism. Their daughters especially found rapport in a 
flourishing network of ethnocultural youth organizations. Until now, these groups have remained hidden 
from the historical record, both because they were girls' groups and because evidence of them was 
considered largely ephemeral. In her second book, Valerie Matsumoto has recreated this hidden world 
of female friendship and comradery, tracing it from the Jazz age through internment to the postwar 
period. Matsumoto argues that these groups were more than just social outlets for Nisei teenage 
girls. Rather, she shows how they were critical networks during the wartime upheavals of Japanese 
Americans. Young Nisei women helped their families navigate internment and, more importantly, 
recreated communities when they returned to their homes in the immediate postwar period. This book 
will be a considerable contribution to our understanding of Japanese life in America, youth culture, 
ethnic history, urban history, and Western history. Matsumoto has interviewed and gained the trust of 
many (now old) women who were part of these girls' clubs"--

City Girls



Winner of the John S. Tuckey 2017 Lifetime Achievement Award for Mark Twain Scholarship from The 
Center for Mark Twain Studies American novelist E.L. Doctorow once observed that literature “endows 
places with meaning.” Yet, as this wide-ranging new book vividly illustrates, understanding the places 
that shaped American writers’ lives and their art can provide deep insight into what makes their literature 
truly meaningful. Published on the eve of the 50th anniversary of the Historic Preservation Act, Writing 
America is a unique, passionate, and eclectic series of meditations on literature and history, covering 
over 150 important National Register historic sites, all pivotal to the stories that make up America, from 
chapels to battlefields; from plantations to immigration stations; and from theaters to internment camps. 
The book considers not only the traditional sites for literary tourism, such as Mark Twain’s sumptuous 
Connecticut home and the peaceful woods surrounding Walden Pond, but also locations that highlight 
the diversity of American literature, from the New York tenements that spawned Abraham Cahan’s 
fiction to the Texas pump house that irrigated the fields in which the farm workers central to Gloria 
Anzaldúa’s poetry picked produce. Rather than just providing a cursory overview of these authors’ 
achievements, acclaimed literary scholar and cultural historian Shelley Fisher Fishkin offers a deep 
and personal reflection on how key sites bore witness to the struggles of American writers and inspired 
their dreams. She probes the global impact of American writers’ innovative art and also examines the 
distinctive contributions to American culture by American writers who wrote in languages other than 
English, including Yiddish, Chinese, and Spanish. Only a scholar with as wide-ranging interests as 
Shelley Fisher Fishkin would dare to bring together in one book writers as diverse as Gloria Anzaldúa, 
Nicholas Black Elk, David Bradley, Abraham Cahan, S. Alice Callahan, Raymond Chandler, Frank Chin, 
Elizabeth Cook-Lynn, Countee Cullen, Frederick Douglass, Paul Laurence Dunbar, Jessie Fauset, 
William Faulkner, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Allen Ginsberg, Jovita González, Rolando Hinojosa, Langston 
Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, Lawson Fusao Inada, James Weldon Johnson, Erica Jong, Maxine Hong 
Kingston, Irena Klepfisz, Nella Larsen, Emma Lazarus, Sinclair Lewis, Genny Lim, Claude McKay, 
Herman Melville, N. Scott Momaday, William Northup, John Okada, Miné Okubo, Simon Ortiz, Américo 
Paredes, John P. Parker, Ann Petry, Tomás Rivera, Wendy Rose, Morris Rosenfeld, John Steinbeck, 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry David Thoreau, Mark Twain, Yoshiko Uchida, Tino Villanueva, Nathanael 
West, Walt Whitman, Richard Wright, Hisaye Yamamoto, Anzia Yezierska, and Zitkala-Ša. Leading 
readers on an enticing journey across the borders of physical places and imaginative terrains, the book 
includes over 60 images, and extended excerpts from a variety of literary works. Each chapter ends 
with resources for further exploration. Writing America reveals the alchemy though which American 
writers have transformed the world around them into art, changing their world and ours in the process.

Writing America

The invocation of fifth columns in the political arena -- whether contrived or based on real fears -- has 
recurred periodically throughout history and is experiencing an upsurge in our era of democratic erosion 
and geopolitical uncertainty. Fifth columns accusations can have baleful effects on governance and 
trust, as they call into question the loyalty and belonging of the targeted populations. They can cause 
human rights abuses, political repression, and even ethnic cleansing. Enemies Within is the first book 
to systematically investigate the roots and implications of the politics of fifth columns. In this volume, 
a multidisciplinary group of leading scholars address several related questions: When are actors likely 
to employ fifth-column claims and against whom? What accounts for changes in fifth-column framing 
over time? How do the claims and rhetoric of governments differ from those of societal groups? How 
do accusations against ethnically or ideologically defined groups differ? Finally, how do actors labeled 
as fifth columns respond? To answer these questions, the contributors apply a common theoretical 
framework and work within the tradition of qualitative social science to analyze cases from three 
continents, oftentimes challenging conventional wisdom. Enemies Within offers a unique perspective 
to better understand contemporary challenges including the rise of populism and authoritarianism, the 
return of chauvinistic nationalism, the weakening of democratic norms, and the persecution of ethnic 
or religious minorities and political dissidents.

Enemies Within

A fascinating chronicle of how the character of American society revealed itself under the duress of 
World War II The Second World War exists in the American historical imagination as a time of unity 
and optimism. In 1942, however, after a series of defeats in the Pacific and the struggle to establish a 
beachhead on the European front, America seemed to be on the brink of defeat and was beginning 
to splinter from within. Exploring this precarious moment, Tracy Campbell paints a portrait of the 



deep social, economic, and political fault lines that pitted factions of citizens against each other in 
the post–Pearl Harbor era, even as the nation mobilized, government†‘aided industrial infrastructure 
blossomed, and parents sent their sons off to war. This captivating look at how American society 
responded to the greatest stress experienced since the Civil War reveals the various ways, both good 
and bad, that the trauma of 1942 forced Americans to redefine their relationship with democracy in 
ways that continue to affect us today.

The Year of Peril

"Through a series of case studies, Patricia Roberts-Miller argues for seeing demagoguery as a way that 
people participate in public discourse, not necessarily populist and not necessarily heavily emotional. 
Demagoguery, she contents, depoliticizes political argument by making all issues into questions of 
identity"--

Rhetoric and Demagoguery

This Companion surveys Asian American literature from the nineteenth century to the present day.

The Cambridge Companion to Asian American Literature

This volume traces the formation of the Asian American literary canon and the field of Asian American 
Studies from 1965-1996. It is intended for an academic audience, ranging from advanced undergrad-
uate students to scholars from a variety of disciplines, interested in the formation of Asian American 
literary studies from 1965-1996.

Asian American Literature in Transition, 1965-1996: Volume 3

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 11 of 11


