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Uncover the poignant and often tragic stories of German Russian women who, driven into exile, simply 
vanished without a trace. This compelling exploration delves into the historical mysteries surrounding 
these disappeared women, highlighting a significant yet forgotten chapter of European history.
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Migration, Homeland, and Belonging in Eurasia

Migration, a force throughout the world, has special meanings in the former Soviet lands. Soviet 
successor countries, each with strong ethnic associations, have pushed some racial groups out and 
pulled others back home. Forcible relocations of the Stalin era were reversed, and areas previously 
closed for security reasons were opened to newcomers. These countries represent a fascinating mix of 
the motivations and achievements of migration in Russia and Central Asia. Migration, Homeland, and 
Belonging in Eurasia examines patterns of migration and sheds new light on government interests, 
migrant motivations, historical precedents, and community identities. The contributors come from a 
variety of disciplines: political science, sociology, history, and geography. Initial chapters offer overall 
assessments of contemporary migration debates in the region. Subsequent chapters feature individual 
case studies that highlight continuity and change in migration debates in imperial and Soviet periods. 
Several chapters treat specific topics in Central Eurasia and the Far East, such as the movement 
of ethnic Kazakhs from Mongolia to Kazakhstan and the continuing attractiveness to migrants of 
supposedly uneconomical cities in Siberia.

Danger on the Train

This is a true story of two siblings, Sophie and David, who are separated by the Bolshevik Revolution 
and World War I. Sophie and her family immigrated to America in 1913, but David stayed in Russia, 
and was drafted into the tsar’s army. Their families stayed in touch until the mid 30s, when one could 
be arrested for receiving mail or packages from America or Germany. Then silence. For a long time, 
the relatives in America thought their cousins were dead. The silence was broken sixty years later, 
when Donna and Lilli, granddaughters of Sophie and David, providentially met in Germany. Born only 
one day apart, the two cousins have each exchanged information about what happened during those 
years of separation and silence. They write, visit back and forth, and even took a frightening trip to 
Russia, where Donna began to understand what the family had to endure under Communism. In these 
pages, you will meet Russian rulers from Catherine the Great to Mikhail Gorbachev, and see how their 
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decisions impacted our cousins who still lived in Russia. The Iron Curtain lifts for us to get a glimpse 
of what life was like in Russia after Sophie immigrated before WWI and the Berlin Wall came down 
in 1989. Donna and Lilli have joined together to tell the many dramatic stories in the family’s fight for 
survival.

The Years of Great Silence

This monograph provides a detailed yet concise narrative of the history of the ethnic Germans in the 
Russian Empire and USSR. It starts with the settlement in the Russian Empire by German colonists in 
the Volga, Black Sea, and other regions in 1764, tracing their development and Tsarist state policies 
towards them up until 1917. After the Bolshevik Revolution, Soviet policy towards its ethnic Germans 
varied. It shifted from a generally favorable policy in the 1920s to a much more oppressive one in 
the 1930s, i.e. already before the Soviet-German war. J. Otto Pohl traces the development of Soviet 
repression of ethnic Germans. In particular, he focuses on the years 1941 to 1955 during which this 
oppression reached its peak. These years became known as “the Years of Great Silence” (“die Jahre 
des grossen Schweigens”). In fact, until the era of glasnost (transparency) and perestroika (rebuilding) 
in the late 1980s, the events that defined these years for the Soviet Germans could not be legally 
researched, written about, or even publicly spoken about, within the USSR.

The Germans of the Soviet Union

The Germans were a very substantial minority in Russia, and many leading figures, including the 
Empress Catherine the Great, were German. Using rarely seen archival information, this book provides 
an account of the experiences of the Germans living in the Soviet Union from the early post-revolution 
period to the post-Soviet era following the collapse of communism. Setting out the history of this 
minority group and explaining how they were affected by the Soviet regime’s nationality policies, the 
book: describes the character of the ethnic Germanic groups, demonstrating their diversity before the 
execution of the policy of systematic deportations by the Stalinist authorities from 1937 to 1947 argues 
that there was not one but several episodes of deportation within this period considers the different 
dimensions of this policy, including the legal and economic structures of, and everyday life in, the Soviet 
special settlements investigates the ‘women’s dimension’ of deportation, especially the role of women 
in the preservation of ethnic identity among the afflicted groups explores the long term consequences 
of Soviet deportations and exile on the identity of the Soviet Germans.

Journal of the American Historical Society of Germans from Russia

Inspired by recent works on Nazi empire, this book provides a framework to guide occupation research 
with a broad comparative angle focusing on human interactions. Overcoming national compartmental-
ization, it examines Nazi occupations with attention to relations between occupiers and local popula-
tions and differences among occupation regimes. This is a timely book which engages in historical and 
current conversations on European nationalisms and the rise of right-wing populisms.

German-occupied Europe in the Second World War

This fascinating autobiography is set against the backdrop of some of the most dramatic episodes of 
the twentieth century. It is the story of a stubborn struggle against unjust regimes, sustained by a deep 
belief in the strength of the human spirit and the transcendental power of music. It is also an account of 
a rich spiritual life, during which the author has built upon her Jewish roots through the study of Eastern 
philosophy and meditation. Born in Germany, Eva Mayer Schay's early childhood in Mallorca was an 
idyllic one. Her parents had emigrated to the island following the Nazi party's rise to power, but in 1936, 
during the Spanish Civil War, the family was repatriated to Germany. Her father was arrested and given 
the choice of concentration camp or departing for Italy. They managed to leave Mussolini's Italy for 
South Africa before the race laws were implemented. During World War II, Mayer Schay's parents were 
classed as "enemy aliens" in South Africa, which led to considerable hardship. Her father died in 1945, 
after the end of the war. She went through all her schooling and university in Johannesburg, continued 
her musical studies in London, and after returning to Johannesburg, taught violin, played chamber 
music, and became a member of the SABC Symphony Orchestra. Defying apartheid, she was fired, 
later reinstated, but left Johannesburg to play with the Durban Civic Orchestra in 1959. Appalled at the 
increasing harshness of the nationalist government and by the Sharpeville massacre in 1960, she and 
her mother finally emigrated to England in 1961.In London, Mayer Schay worked as freelance violinist 



and was married in 1967. In September 1968, she joined the orchestra of Sadler's Wells Opera at the 
Coliseum Theatre, later renamed English National Opera, where she remained for almost thirty years.

The Cotton Sector in Central Asia

American Book Award Winner: A “stunning” memoir of surviving WWII Latvia—and the long journey 
to healing that followed (The New York Times Book Review). “A heartbreaking yet inspiring memoir 
of tragedy and healing,” A Woman in Amber tells the story of how the occupation of Latvia during 
World War II affected a woman’s relationship with her mother and husband for years to come (Tim 
O’Brien). Though Agate Nesaule eventually immigrated to the United States and became successful 
in her professional life, she found herself suffering from depression and unable to come to terms with 
its cause—until she found her voice and began to share what happened to her and her family at the 
hands of invading Russian soldiers. In a true story that “draws the reader forward with the suspense of 
a novel,” Nesaule reveals the effects of hunger, both physical and emotional, in stories about begging 
Russian soldiers for food, the abusive relationship with her first husband, and the redemption that came 
when she met her second (The New York Times Book Review).

Of Exile and Music

Describes and analyzes how the Baltic nations survived 50 years of social disruption, language 
discrimination and Russian colonialism, and the effect of the Baltic states' stubborn invincibility on the 
Soviet Union. The history of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania are integrated and compared.

A Woman in Amber

In this updated edition of their renowned The Baltic States, Romuald Misiunas and Rein Taagepera 
bring the story of Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia up to the 1990s. The authors describe and analyze 
how the Baltic nations survived fifty years of social disruption, language discrimination, and Russian 
colonialism. The nations' histories are fully integrated and compared, and some notable differences 
between them are pointed out. With two new chapters, a revised preface, and an appendix on the end 
of Soviet domination, this expanded study covers a tumultuous period of political, economic, cultural, 
and ecological reform.

Congressional Record

The Congressional Record is the official record of the proceedings and debates of the United States 
Congress. It is published daily when Congress is in session. The Congressional Record began 
publication in 1873. Debates for sessions prior to 1873 are recorded in The Debates and Proceedings 
in the Congress of the United States (1789-1824), the Register of Debates in Congress (1824-1837), 
and the Congressional Globe (1833-1873)

The Baltic States

This text is Brecht's series of 24 inter-connected playlets that describe events which took place in 
German households before his own exile in 1936. They describe the suspicion and anxiety experienced 
by people as the power of Hitler grew.

The Baltic States, Years of Dependence, 1940-1990

A study of the foreign operations of the Russian Imperial Police, commonly referred to as the Okhrana, 
in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Russia had driven many revolutionaries, terrorists, and 
nationalists out of Russia, but Russian emigrants in the West had broad opportunities to engage in 
anti-regime activities. Paris became the hub for Russian revolutionary groups operating in much of 
Europe. These essays portray not only the officials who ran the Okhrana's foreign bureau, but also the 
colorful agents, double agents, and agents provocateurs who worked for and against it -- sometimes 
simultaneously.

Congressional Record

Asked shortly after the revolution about how she viewed the new government, Tatiana Varsher replied, 
"With the wide-open eyes of a historian." Her countrywoman, Zinaida Zhemchuzhnaia, expressed a 
similar need to take note: "I want to write about the way those events were perceived and reflected in the 



humble and distant corner of Russia that was the Cossack town of Korenovskaia." What these women 
witnessed and experienced, and what they were moved to describe, is part of the extraordinary portrait 
of life in revolutionary Russia presented in this book. A collection of life stories of Russian women in the 
first half of the twentieth century, In the Shadow of Revolution brings together the testimony of Soviet 
citizens and émigrés, intellectuals of aristocratic birth and Soviet milkmaids, housewives and engineers, 
Bolshevik activists and dedicated opponents of the Soviet regime. In literary memoirs, oral interviews, 
personal dossiers, public speeches, and letters to the editor, these women document their diverse 
experience of the upheavals that reshaped Russia in the first half of this century. As is characteristic of 
twentieth-century Russian women's autobiographies, these life stories take their structure not so much 
from private events like childbirth or marriage as from great public events. Accordingly the collection 
is structured around the events these women see as touchstones: the Revolution of 1917 and the 
Civil War of 1918-20; the switch to the New Economic Policy in the 1920s and collectivization; and the 
Stalinist society of the 1930s, including the Great Terror. Edited by two preeminent historians of Russia 
and the Soviet Union, the volume includes introductions that investigate the social historical context of 
these women's lives as well as the structure of their autobiographical narratives.

Brecht

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Brecht, a Choice of Evils

Captures well the tensions and dangers of underground work in German occupied Poland. The story 
of the one Englishman who (initially through happenstance, but later with great heroism) served 
undercover in the Polish Underground during World War 2. A great testament to Anglo-Polish friendship 
and fellow-feeling, despite the bitterness of his conclusions - he was writing during the 1980s, before 
the fall of the Iron Curtain.

Okhrana

DigiCat Publishing presents to you this special edition of "Historical and Political Essays" by William 
Edward Hartpole Lecky. DigiCat Publishing considers every written word to be a legacy of humankind. 
Every DigiCat book has been carefully reproduced for republishing in a new modern format. The books 
are available in print, as well as ebooks. DigiCat hopes you will treat this work with the acknowledgment 
and passion it deserves as a classic of world literature.

Free Russia

The story of the diverse communities of Eastern Europe's borderlands in the centuries prior to World 
War II "A powerful combination of history and personal memoir . . . A richly contextual, skillfully 
woven historical study."--Kirkus Reviews (starred review) Focusing on the former province of Galicia, 
this book tells the story of Europe's eastern borderlands, stretching from the Baltic to the Balkans, 
through the eyes of the diverse communities of migrants who settled there for centuries and were 
murdered or forcibly removed from the borderlands in the course of World War II and its aftermath. Omer 
Bartov explores the fates and hopes, dreams and disillusionment of the people who lived there, and, 
through the stories they told about themselves, reconstructs who they were, where they came from, 
and where they were heading. It was on the borderlands that the expanding great empires--German, 
Austro-Hungarian, Russian, and Ottoman--overlapped, clashed, and disintegrated. The civilization of 
these borderlands was a mix of multiple cultures, languages, ethnic groups, religions, and nations that 
similarly overlapped and clashed. The borderlands became the cradle of modernity. Looking back at it 
tells us where we came from.

In the Shadow of Revolution

Anna Seghers: The Challenge of History features essays by leading scholars devoted to this most 
important German writer whose novels and stories have been read by millions worldwide.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists



Realms of Exile brings together authors writing on diverse themes of Eastern European exile to define 
the experiential and linguistic peculiarities of exiled people who share similar cultural, geographical, 
and mythological backgrounds and who have suffered under totalitarian rule. Interdisciplinary and 
cross-cultural scholarship at its best, the book casts new light on the many nuances and variations 
of many of the cultures and ethnic groups of Eastern Europeans.

Red Runs the Vistula

This hitherto unpublished first-hand witness account, written in 1968-9, tells the story of a privileged 
Polish woman whose life was torn apart by the outbreak of the Second World War and Soviet 
occupation. The account has been translated into English from the original Polish and interwoven 
with letters and depositions, and is supplemented with commentary and notes for invaluable historical 
context. Irena Protassewicz's vivid account begins with the Russian Revolution, followed by a rare 
insight into the life and mores of the landed gentry of northeastern Poland between the wars, a rural 
idyll which was to be shattered forever by the coming of the Second World War. Deported in a cattle 
truck to Siberia and sentenced to a future of forced labour, Irena's fortunes were to change dramatically 
after Hitler's attack on Russia. She charts the adventure and horror of life as a military nurse with the 
Polish Army, on a journey that would take her from the wastes of Soviet Central Asia, through the Middle 
East, to an unlikely ending in the highlands of Scotland. The story concludes with Irena's search to 
discover the wartime and post-war fate of her family and friends on both sides of the Iron Curtain, and 
the challenges of life as a refugee in Britain. A Polish Woman's Experience in World War II provides a 
compelling, personal route into understanding how the greatest conflict of the 20th century transformed 
the lives of the individuals who lived through it.

USSR.

The image of women in Russian culture has undergone profound changes: from the origins of modern 
Russian literature in the eighteenth century until the Revolution of 1917, when women were a source 
of fascination for Russian writers, to the socialist realism period, during which public discussion of 
the representation of women in literature rapidly declined and the "woman question" was declared 
to have been "resolved," to a reappraisal of the position of women since the 1980s. This collection 
of essays by leading western and Russian specialists contains new insights and updates previous 
research into the role of women in Russian culture in the last two centuries and contributes to two 
exciting and growing research areas: the feminist critique of work by Russian male authors and the 
study of Russian women writers. Moreover, whereas most previous studies have concentrated on the 
aesthetic qualities of works by women writers, this collection includes both close textual analysis and 
the discussion of biographical, historical, and political questions relating both to the representation of 
women and women's culture. The aim is not to present aunified manifesto, but rather to bring together a 
spectrum of approaches and positions within their common focus on the relationship between women 
and culture in Russia. Contributors: R. Marsh, A. Barker, J. Andrew, D. Greene, I. Kazakova, C. Schuler, 
S. Graham, K. Hodgson, N. Kolchevska, N. Cornwell, J. Curtis, M. Katz, M. Ledkovsky, P.I. Barta, A. 
Darmodekhina, D. Gillespie, N. Zhuravkina, B. Lanin, S. Carsten, A. Tait

Historical and Political Essays

A novel based on the life of Hannah Arendt.

Good Literature

The good, the true and the beautiful-it is for these that our souls long. Though they reside in unity and 
perfection in God alone, the written word is one place we can discover glimmers of divine light. The 
writings of great souls can turn our gaze toward God as he is revealed in Jesus Christ. Even authors 
who do not know Christ or who reject Christ can still point to him, for anyone who seeks the truth finds it; 
and any one who turns his back on the truth turns away from a someone whose presence can often be 
more keenly felt in his absence. In this volume, Lucy Beckett illuminates some of the finest writings in 
the Western tradition and trains our eye to discover in them the Christian vision of God. She masterfully 
guides us through Sophocles, Plato, Augustine, Dante, Shakespeare, Dostoyevsky and many others, 
deftly demonstrating each author's worth as a bearer of truth.

The Survey



Tales from the Borderlands
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