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This topic critically examines existing equality projects within the legal sphere, highlighting the signif-
icant feminist challenges and contributions that reshape our understanding of justice. It delves into 
the re-evaluation of legal structures to better address gender-based inequalities and drive meaningful 
social change. By exploring these complex intersections, we aim to foster innovative approaches to 
legal equality and advocacy.
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Rethinking Equality Projects in Law

The concept of equality has been a key animating principle of modern feminism, and has been highly 
productive for feminist legal thought and feminist politics concerning law. Today however, given the 
failure to achieve material and psychic equality for women, feminists have come to challenge the 
usefulness of equality as a concept, a particular definition, or a basis for strategising. The papers in this 
collection reflect these concerns, primarily in the context of English-speaking, common law cultures. 
Collectively, the papers analyse a range of equality projects across a number of areas of public and 
private law, considering both competing conceptions of equality and alternatives to it. In taking stock 
across a century and a half and around the globe, the book illustrates the range of ways in which 
equality projects in law have been challenged by, and remain a challenge for, feminism.

Rethinking Equality Projects in Law

This book analyses a range of equality projects across public and private law, considering competing 
conceptions of equality and alternatives to it.

Locating the Role of Labor Politics within Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century

First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

From Cape Town to Kabul

Using her experience of living under apartheid and witnessing its downfall and the subsequent creation 
of new governments in South Africa, the author examines and compares gender inequality in societies 
undergoing political and economic transformation. By applying this process of legal transformation as 
a paradigm, the author applies this model to Afghanistan. These two societies serve as counterpoints 
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through which the book engages, in a nuanced and novel way, with the many broader issues that 
flow from the attempts in newly democratic societies to give effect to the promise of gender equality. 
Developing the idea of ’conditional interdependence’, the book suggests a new approach based on 
the communitarian values which underpin newly democratic societies and would allow women’s rights 
to gain momentum and reap greater benefits. Broad in its thematic approach, the book generates 
challenging and complex questions about the achievement of gender equality. It will be of interest to 
academics interested in gender and human rights, international and comparative law.

Women, the Law, and the Workplace

First published in 2003. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

Rethinking Gender Equality in Global Governance

“A very valuable and much needed book on a central element in the processes of social change: the 
construction and reconstruction of social norms as they move between global and local levels.” —Naila 
Kabeer, London School of Economics and Political Science, UK “This book explores how gender 
equality norms are ever-evolving and argues convincingly that we cannot take their effectiveness, nor 
their acceptance, for granted.” —Judith Kelley, Duke Sanford School of Public Policy, USA “In an era 
of increasing resistance to gender equality, this is a much-needed volume that attends to how gender 
equality norms are interpreted and contested in governance organisations ranging from the UN and 
the EU to Mercosur and women’s NGOs in India and Uganda.” —Ann Towns, University of Gothenburg, 
Sweden This edited collection provides a new theoretical approach to the study of how global norms 
influence social processes. It analyses the institutional and highly political processes whereby actors 
– be they local, national, regional or trans-national – engage with global norms of gender equality. The 
editors bring together key thinkers who emphasise how context and history effect norm engagement 
and how particular groups and actors tend to be marginalised from discussions of global norms. By 
proposing a situated approach that underlines the contingent, multi-level processes that occur when 
actors interpret, use, manipulate, bend, or betray norms, notions of norm diffusion are fundamentally 
challenged. This book makes a further crucial contribution to the study of norms and gender equality 
in global governance by analysing very different empirical contexts, from New Delhi and St. Petersburg 
to the Organisation of American States, and from Kampala and New York to the European Union.

Women, the Law, and the Workplace

Equal rights for women in the workplace is a critical aspect of the twentieth century civil rights 
movement, as well as an issue of academic and public interest. Bringing together legal rulings and 
commentary, this three-volume collection documents the development of legal protections for women 
in the workplace. The comprehensive coverage encompasses the major legal and constitutional 
issues, including the legal arguments that lead to the reduction of working hours for women and the 
argumentation that framed the debates over minimum wage legislation. The set also presents more 
contemporary issues of gender equality versus gender difference, in matters such as maternity leave 
and health hazards in the workplace for pregnant women. As the interest in the intersection of law and 
women's studies surges, this important new collection will become an essential guide to students and 
scholars, as well as lay readers.--Publisher description.

Rethinking Right-wing Women

Rethinking Right-wing Women traces the mobilization of women for the UK Conservative Party from 
the period before their enfranchisement to Theresa May. As party workers and organisers, MPs and 
leaders, and as voters, women have been fundamental to the success of the Conservative Party.

Finding a New Feminism

This collection of original essays by prominent scholars of political theory contends that contemporary 
ideas of feminism have reached a theoretical impasse because they are unable to reconcile tensions 
between principles such as equality and difference. Finding A New Feminism places modern concepts 
of feminism within the historical context of political thought and uses feminism as a lens through which 
to examine the strengths and weaknesses of liberal democracy, both in practice and in theory. By 
reconsidering classic works of literature, philosophy, and political theory, the authors identify certain 
deficiencies of liberal democracy but do not call for its complete abandonment. Instead, they present a 



new theory of feminism that fosters the reconciliation of conflicting and competing principles, as well as 
the private and public realms of women's lives. This is compulsory reading for students and scholars 
of political and feminist theory.

Choice and Consent

This current and timely volume presents new thinking and new directions in feminist legal scholarship. 
Rethinking key concepts in legal feminism, Cowan and Hunter provide a unique examination of key 
socio-legal concepts in law, jurisprudence and legal and political theory. Written by an international cast 
of contributors, offering different cultural perspectives as well as doctrinal and theoretical knowledge, 
this collection of essays presents a dialogue between different feminist positions and approaches to a 
common theme. It addresses a range of questions, including: Can 'consent' be rethought and infused 
with different meanings in a post-liberal feminist politics? Can the concepts of 'choice' and 'consent' 
have consistent meanings and functions between different areas of law, or whether they prove to be 
highly contingent when viewed across the broad field of law. Exploring the deeply gendered concepts 
of ‘choice’ and ‘consent’ and examining the philosophical and jurisprudential issues surrounding them 
as well as how ‘choice’ and ‘consent’ operate in particular areas of law, including criminal law, medical 
law, constitutional law, employment law, family law and civil procedure, this volume is a key resource 
for postgraduate law students studying jurisprudence.

Rethinking Sexual Harassment

"In the 1970s, the term 'sexual harassment' was coined by American women to describe what until then 
had been an experience without a name. The phenomenon subsequently acquired a discourse that 
has gone largely unchallenged in the intervening years. But do prevailing definitions of harassment 
adequately reflect the complexity of the issue? Or is it now time to challenge the conventional 
assumptions that underlie our approach to - and our ways of dealing with - the problem of harassment?" 
"Rethinking Sexual Harassment makes a significant contribution to our understanding of the issue by 
questioning the language we use to describe harassment and the assumptions we make when we 
think about it. It investigates the connections that exist between types of behaviour usually described as 
harassment; it reexamines the complicated relationship between gender and ethnicity, sexuality, age, 
religious belief and other aspects of identity; it scrutinises the ways in which harassment is perceived." 
"Rethinking Sexual Harassment is an innovative and challenging contribution from feminists in Britain 
to an important and continuing debate."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field provided by Blackwell 
North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved

Postmodern Legal Feminism

An urgent need to rethink sexual difference and equality has motivated some of the best recent 
feminist thought. Nowhere has this been more true than in the field of law, where feminist legal 
scholars have developed a widely read body of theory. Within law, the postmodern legal feminists 
have brought a unique perspective, making use of deconstructive strategies to expose contradictory 
and repressed elements within legal texts. In Postmodern Legal Feminism, Mary Joe Frug charts a 
course for future feminist thinking about law. She builds on advances made by earlier generations 
of legal theorists: the liberal feminists who stressed equality, the radical feminists who stressed male 
domination and sexuality, and the cultural feminists who stressed the positive virtues of traditional 
women's values. But at the same time she identifies the limitations of these earlier strands of legal 
feminism and demonstrates, through concrete analysis of legal doctrines, texts, and strategies, why 
postmodern feminism offers more hope for women. The book is unusual because it offers not simply 
a theoretical exposition but a series of demonstrations of the power of postmodern legal feminist 
analysis. It does so through a focus on specific examples of legal writing (the Dawson, Harvey 
and Henderson casebook; the Posner/Rosenfeld and Hillman articles), specific legal doctrines (the 
impossibility doctrine; the Sears case), and specific legal strategies (the impact of women in the legal 
profession; the antipornography campaign). It is also unusual in that it demonstrates the relevance of 
non-legal texts, such as Carol Gilligan's In a Different Voice, to law and the relevance of law to such 
basic social issues as the construction of the meaning of women's bodies.

Redefining Equality

What is the link between the way in which women are viewed as an aberration within law - such that 
pregnant women initially had to be compared with sick men to claim unfair dismissal - and the view of 



women as monstrous within philosophy? This book uses the failure of women to fit within male models 
of both law and theory as a way to rethink legal questions,including the meaning of equality, freedom, 
justice and citizenship. This includes concern about the way in which queer theory and critical race 
theory - as well as issues of class - intersect with feminist theory today. It also raises issues about 
the relationship between political theory and practice and the productive intersection between debates 
within law, philosophy and feminism. This collection of essays on feminist legal theory therefore provides 
an interdisciplinary approach, drawn not only from law and philosophy, but also from cultural and 
womens studies. Feminism may still be on the margins of both law and philosophy, yet it has the ability 
to disrupt both. This book moves beyond a feminist critique of existing frameworks to the constructive 
project of reworking theory from within. It goes beyond debates of traditional jurisprudence to draw its 
tools from the growing body of work on feminist philosophy - including the writings of Luce Irigaray, 
Drucilla Cornell and Christine Battersby - which intersect both contemporary continental philosophy 
and critical legal theory.

Feminist Perspectives on Law & Theory

"This volume is the first collection of Martha Albertson Fineman's most important and influential work. 
Feminist legal theorist, Martha Albertson Fineman, has spent decades pushing the boundaries of law, 
questioning and reconceptualizing legal and social definitions of family, dependency, vulnerability, and 
state responsibility. The pieces collected in this book trace the arc of Fineman's scholarship, from 
gender equality; to the role of the family as a social institution; to dependency; to autonomy; to the legal 
subject and vulnerability theory. This book reflects a lifetime of radical reimagining of the relationship 
between the state, individuals, families, and other social institutions that is just as relevant today, if not 
more so. In this book, Fineman offers a foundation for the achievement of true social justice, through 
the centering of our shared human vulnerability and dependency, grounded in the recognition of the 
ontological body and its material needs. Arranged in sections, and introduced by leading scholars 
in the field, these pieces ask us to re-examine our legally enshrined commitment to formal equality 
and the "mythological" autonomous independent legal subject; recognizing instead that we must call 
for an active and responsive state that meaningfully provides resilience through its social institutions. 
This collection demonstrates an evolution of heretical thought that has always pressed for a deeper 
understanding of the foundations of law and society, offering a model for other scholars on how to 
keep pressing through the hard work of thinking and rethinking the conceptual basics of language, law, 
society, and justice. This book will appeal to academics, policymakers, lawyers, activists, and students 
in law and politics theory with interests in law and society, human dependency and vulnerability, state 
responsibility, and feminism and the family; as well as others who have applied Fineman's vulnerability 
theory to issues in the fields of bioethics, artificial intelligence, and policing, to name just a few"--

The Foundations of Vulnerability Theory

Cornell takes readers on a highly original exploration of what it would mean for women politically, legally, 
and culturally, if they took the ideal of freedom seriously--if, in her words, they learn to recognize that 
"hearts starve as well as bodies". Challenging, passionate, and powerfully argued, Cornell's book is 
certain to have a major impact on the course of feminist thought.

At the Heart of Freedom

This collection of five essays examines the ways in which history, as a discipline, currently reflects 
ongoing scholarship on gender, race, ethnicity, social class, and sexual orientation. In "Rethinking 
History," Carol Ruth Berkin reviews the incorporation of social history into elementary, secondary, 
and postsecondary textbooks. In "History--Writing from the Margins," Martha C. Howell examines the 
effects of social history on the profession and the interdisciplinary nature of much of the scholarship 
on gender, race, ethnicity, and social class. In "Puerto Rican Women's Historiography and the Inclusive 
Curriculum," Altagracia Ortiz traces the development of Puerto Rican women's history over the last 
several decades and notes the lack of inclusion of Puerto Rican history into the curriculum. In "American 
Social History," Myra B. Young Armstead argues that the study of issues surrounding gender, race, 
ethnicity, and social class have directly challenged conventional historical wisdom and augmented 
historians' understanding of the past. In "Measuring Impact," Judith P. Zinsser argues that while the 
field of women's history has grown exponentially over the last several decades, women's experiences 
continue to be subsumed under men's history or fall prey to old denigrating prejudices. Most essays 
contain references. (MDM)

History



Redefining Diversity and Dynamics of Natural Resources Management in Southeast Asia, Volumes 
1-4 brings together scientific research and policy issues across various topographical area in Asia 
to provide a comprehensive overview of the issues facing the region. The Reciprocal Relationship 
between Governance of Natural Resources and Socio-Ecological Systems Dynamics in West Sumatra 
Indonesia, Volume 4, covers a diverse range of issues related to natural resources and its management 
in West Sumatra Indonesia. The chapters cover issues with livelihood dependence, rights and access 
to natural resources, natural resources management practices, socio-ecological systems, and gover-
nance. Shared experiences and lessons learned from the case studies examined serve as a basis for 
policy makers and environmental practitioners to recognize the potential of West Sumatra’s natural 
resources for ecological, social and economic development, food security, poverty alleviation, and 
natural resource sustainability. Features contributions from mostly local authors Explores an area expe-
riencing considerable environmental challenges, including impacts on biodiversity and local economies 
Includes chapters on forests and illegal logging, land resources, water resources, protected lands, 
and biodiversity Examines case studies as a basis for policy makers and environmental practitioners 
to recognize the potential of West Sumatra’s natural resources for ecological, social and economic 
development, food security, poverty alleviation, and natural resource sustainability

Redefining Diversity and Dynamics of Natural Resources Management in Asia, Volume 4

Rethinking Families is a contribution to debates about changes in family lives and relationships from the 
Economic and Social Research Council's CAVA Research Group at the University of Leeds. It provides 
a considered, authoritative and politically relevant perspective on these issues, for policy-makers and 
practitioners alike.

Rethinking Families

This major work retraces the emergence and development of the Bourgeois public sphere - that is, a 
sphere which was distinct from the state and in which citizens could discuss issues of general interest. In 
analysing the historical transformations of this sphere, Habermas recovers a concept which is of crucial 
significance for current debates in social and political theory. Habermas focuses on the liberal notion 
of the bourgeois public sphere as it emerged in Europe in the early modern period. He examines both 
the writings of political theorists, including Marx, Mill and de Tocqueville, and the specific institutions 
and social forms in which the public sphere was realized. This brilliant and influential work has been 
widely recognized for many years as a classic of contemporary social and political thought, of interest 
to students and scholars throughout the social sciences and humanities.

The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere

When Feminist Theory: From Margin to Center was first published in 1984, it was welcomed and praised 
by feminist thinkers who wanted a new vision. Even so, individual readers frequently found the theory 
"unsettling" or "provocative." Today, the blueprint for feminist movement presented in the book remains 
as provocative and relevant as ever. Written in hooks's characteristic direct style, Feminist Theory 
embodies the hope that feminists can find a common language to spread the word and create a mass, 
global feminist movement.

Feminist Theory

Based on a series of international workshops sponsored by the Harry Frank Guggenheim Foundations, 
this cutting-edge volume advances theories, methodologies, and policy analyses relating to various 
forms of violence against women. Under the skillful editorship of Rebecca Emerson and Russell 
P. Dobash, Rethinking Violence Against Women is the joint effort of recognized anthropologists, 
psychologists, philosophers, sociologists, and historians in the field. Divided in three parts, this text 
takes a comprehensive examination of the following topics: +

Rethinking Violence Against Women

This book examines how the Security Council has approached issues of gender equality since 2000. 
Written by academics, activists and practitioners the book challenges the reader to consider how 
women's participation, gender equality, sexual violence and the prevalence of economic disadvantages 
might be addressed in post-conflict communities.



Rethinking Peacekeeping, Gender Equality and Collective Security

“McElligott's impressive mastery of an enormous body of research guides him on a distinctive path 
through the dense thickets of Weimar historiography to a provocative new interpretation of the nature 
of authority in Germany's first democracy.” Sir Ian Kershaw, Emeritus Professor of Modern History at 
the University of Sheffield, UK This study challenges conventional approaches to the history of the 
Weimar Republic by stretching its chronological-political parameters from 1916 to 1936, arguing that 
neither 1918 nor 1933 constituted distinctive breaks in early 20th-century German history. This book: 
- Covers all of the key debates such as inheritance of the past, the nature of authority and culture 
- Rethinks topics of traditional concern such as the economy, Article 48, the Nazi vote and political 
violence - Discusses hitherto neglected areas, such as provincial life and politics, the role of law and 
Republican cultural politics

Rethinking the Weimar Republic

The essays in Erotic Justice address the ways in which law has been implicated in contemporary 
debates dealing with sexuality, culture and `different' subjects - including women, sexual minorities, 
Muslims and the transnational migrant. Law is analyzed as a discursive terrain, where these different 
subjects are excluded or included in the postcolonial present on terms that are reminiscent of the 
colonial encounter and its treatment of difference. Bringing a postcolonial feminist legal analysis to 
her discussion, Kapur is relentless in her critiques on how colonial discourses, cultural essentialism, 
and victim rhetoric are reproduced in universal, liberal projects such as human rights and international 
law, as well as in the legal regulation of sexuality and culture in a postcolonial context. Drawing her 
examples from postcolonial India, Ratna Kapur demonstrates the theoretical and disruptive possibilities 
that the postcolonial subject brings to international law, human rights, and domestic law. In the process, 
challenges are offered to the political and theoretical constructions of the nation, sexuality, cultural 
authenticity, and women's subjectivity.

Erotic Justice

A collection of 14 essays, seven previously published, analyzing the nature of power in society and 
personal lives. The different perspectives and divergent conclusions share assumptions that power is 
important, that previous analyses are inadequate, and that the only reason to talk about it is in order 
to improve people's lives. No index. Paper edition (unseen), $16.95. Annotation c. by Book News, Inc., 
Portland, Or.

Rethinking Power

What does a feminist urban theory look like for the twenty first century? This book puts knowledges of 
feminist urban scholars, feminist scholars of social reproduction, and other urban theorists into conver-
sation to propose an approach to the urban that recognises social reproduction both as foundational 
to urban transformations and as a methodological entry-point for urban studies. Offers an approach 
feminist urban theory that remains intentionally cautious of universal uses of social reproduction theory, 
instead focusing analytical attention on historical contingency and social difference Eleven chapters 
that collectively address distinct elements of the contemporary crisis in social reproduction and the 
urban through the lenses of infrastructure and subjectivity formation as well as through feminist efforts 
to decolonize urban knowledge production Deepens understandings of how people shape and reshape 
the spatial forms of their everyday lives, furthering understandings of the 'infinite variety' of the urban 
Essential reading for academics, researchers and scholars within urban studies, human geography, 
gender and sexuality studies, and sociology

A Feminist Urban Theory for Our Time

Economic growth and the creation of wealth have cut global poverty rates, yet vulnerability, inequality, 
exclusion and violence have escalated within and across societies throughout the world. Unsustainable 
patterns of economic production and consumption promote global warming, environmental degradation 
and an upsurge in natural disasters. Moreover, while we have strengthened international human rights 
frameworks over the past several decades, implementing and protecting these norms remains a 
challenge.These changes signal the emergence of a new global context for learning that has vital 
implications for education. Rethinking the purpose of education and the organization of learning has 
never been more urgent. This book is inspired by a humanistic vision of education and development, 



based on respect for life and human dignity, equal rights, social justice, cultural diversity, international 
solidarity and shared responsibility for a sustainable future. It proposes that we consider education and 
knowledge as global common goods, in order to reconcile the purpose and organization of education 
as a collective societal endeavour in a complex world.

Rethinking education: towards a global common good?

Winner of the 2012 Senior Hume Brown Prize in Scottish History and the 2012 Women's History 
Network (UK) Book Prize Through an analysis of the correspondence of over one hundred couples 
from the Scottish elites across the seventeenth to nineteenth centuries, this book explores how ideas 
around the nature of emotional intimacy, love and friendship within marriage adapted to a modernising 
economy and society. Patriarchy continued to be the central model for marriage across the period and 
as a result, women found spaces to hold power within the family, but could not translate it to power 
beyond the household. Comparing the Scottish experience to that across Europe and North America, 
Barclay shows that throughout the eighteenth century, far from being a side-note in European history, 
Scottish ideas about gender and marriage became culturally dominant. Now available in paperback, 
this book will be vital to those studying and teaching Scottish social history, and those interested in the 
history of marriage and gender. It will also appeal to feminists interested in the history of patriarchy. 'An 
important and original study' WHN Book Prize 2012 Judges

Globalization and Global Resistance

For years anti-discriminatory and anti-oppressive practice have been embedded in the social work 
landscape. Thinking beyond the mainstream approaches, this book critically examines some of the 
core concepts and issues in social work, providing fresh perspectives and opportunities for educators, 
students and practitioners of social work.

Love, Intimacy and Power

Explains the need for public ownership and the welfare state in the face of increasing globalization.

Rethinking Anti-Discriminatory and Anti-Oppressive Theories for Social Work Practice

This book examines the concept of intersectional discrimination and why it has been difficult for 
jurisdictions around the world to redress it in discrimination law. 'Intersectionality' was coined by 
Kimberle Crenshaw in 1989. Thirty years since its conception, the term has become a buzzword in 
sociology, anthropology, feminist studies, psychology, literature, and politics. But it remains marginal 
in the discourse of discrimination law, where it was first conceived. Traversing its long and rich 
history of development, the book explains what intersectionality is as a theory and as a category of 
discrimination. It then explains what it takes for discrimination law to be reimagined from the perspective 
of intersectionality in reference to comparative laws in the US, UK, South Africa, Canada, India, and 
the jurisprudence of the European Courts (CJEU and ECtHR) and international human rights treaty 
bodies.

Public Services Or Corporate Welfare

In this enthralling narrative-the first of its kind-historian and journalist Ruth Rosen chronicles the history 
of the American women's movement from its beginnings in the 1960s to the present. Interweaving the 
personal with the political, she vividly evokes the events and people who participated in our era's most 
far-reaching social revolution.

Intersectional Discrimination

Ever since the uprisings that swept the Arab world, the role of Arab women in political transformations 
received unprecedented media attention. The copious commentary, however, has yet to result in any 
serious study of the gender dynamics of political upheaval. Rethinking Gender in Revolutions and 
Resistance is the first book to analyse the interplay between moments of sociopolitical transformation, 
emerging subjectivities and the different modes of women’s agency in forging new gender norms in the 
Arab world. Written by scholars and activists from the countries affected, including Palestine, Egypt, 
Tunisia and Libya, this is an important addition to Middle Eastern gender studies.

Resources in Education



The Advocate is a lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender (LGBT) monthly newsmagazine. Established in 
1967, it is the oldest continuing LGBT publication in the United States.

The World Split Open

Crow (women's studies, U. of Calgary) attempts to retrieve the lost history of North American radical 
feminists (a group to be distinguished from mainstream feminism by their critique of the entire structure 
of society (in spite of anti-feminist attempts to label all feminists "radical"). She presents a collection of 
essays, manifestos, position papers, and newsletters drawn mainly from the Lesbian Herstory Archives, 
the Redstockings Archives, and the Barnard College Special Collections (thus limiting the material to 
the East Coast), covering the years 1967 to 1975. Most of the documents are organized topically under 
the headings lesbianism, heterosexuality, children, race, and class. Annotation copyrighted by Book 
News, Inc., Portland, OR

Youth and changing realities: rethinking secondary education in Latin America

Second Wave feminism collapsed in the early 1980s when a universal definition of women was 
abandoned. At the same time, as a reaction to the narcissism of white middle class feminism, 
"intersectionality" led to many different feminisms according to race, sexual preference and class. 
These ongoing segregations make it impossible for women to unite politically and they have not ended 
exclusion and discrimination among women, especially in the academy. In Inclusisve Feminism, Naomi 
Zack provides a universal, relational definition of women, critically engages both Anglo and French 
feminists and shows how women can become a united historical force, with the political goal of ruling 
in place of men.

Rethinking Gender in Revolutions and Resistance

The Advocate
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