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Walking Away from Terrorism

This accessible new book looks at how and why individuals leave terrorist movements, and considers 
the lessons and implications that emerge from this process. Focusing on the tipping points for 
disengagement from groups such as Al Qaeda, the IRA and the UVF, this volume is informed by the 
dramatic and sometimes extraordinary accounts that the terrorists themselves offered to the author 
about why they left terrorism behind. The book examines three major issues: what we currently know 
about de-radicalisation and disengagement how discussions with terrorists about their experiences of 
disengagement can show how exit routes come about, and how they then fare as ‘ex-terrorists’ away 
from the structures that protected them what the implications of these findings are for law-enforcement 
officers, policy-makers and civil society on a global scale. Concluding with a series of thought-provoking 
yet controversial suggestions for future efforts at controlling terrorist behaviour, Walking Away From 
Terrorism provides an comprehensive introduction to disengagement and de-radicalisation and offers 
policymakers a series of considerations for the development of counter-radicalization and de-radical-
isation processes. This book will be essential reading for students of terrorism and political violence, 
war and conflict studies, security studies and political psychology. John Horgan is Director of the 
International Center for the Study of Terrorism at the Pennsylvania State University. He is one of the 
world's leading experts on terrorist psychology, and has authored over 50 publications in this field; 
recent books include the The Psychology of Terrorism (Routledge 2005) and Leaving Terrorism Behind 
(co-edited, Routledge 2008)

Leaving Terrorism Behind

This new edited volume expands our understanding of the processes by which individuals and groups 
disengage from terrorism. While there has been a growing awareness of the need to understand and 
prevent processes of radicalization into terrorism, disengagement and deradicalization from terrorism 
have long been neglected areas in research on terrorism. This book uses empirical data to explore how 
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and why individuals and groups disengage from terrorism, and what can be done to facilitate it. The 
work also presents a series of case studies of disengagement programmes, from Colombia, northern 
Europe, Italy, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia, comparing and assessing 
their various strengths and weaknesses. In light of the lessons learned from these cases, this book 
describes and explains the potential for new developments in counter-terrorism. This book will be of 
great interest to all students of terrorism studies, war and conflict studies, international security and 
politics in general, as well as professionals in the field of counter-terrorism.

Divided We Stand

This book, an exciting, new work written by one of the world's leading terrorism experts, presents a 
systematic and comprehensive look inside the strategy and psychology of Ireland's new terrorists.

Prevent strategy

The Prevent strategy, launched in 2007 seeks to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terror-
ism both in the UK and overseas. It is the preventative strand of the government's counter-terrorism 
strategy, CONTEST. Over the past few years Prevent has not been fully effective and it needs to 
change. This review evaluates work to date and sets out how Prevent will be implemented in the future. 
Specifically Prevent will aim to: respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and the threat we face 
from those who promote it; prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and ensure that they are 
given appropriate advice and support; and work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of 
radicalization which need to be addressed

Social Movement De-radicalisation and the Decline of Terrorism

By drawing on social movement theories, this book explains how terrorist movements decline, using 
the case of Irish Republicanism. The continuity of terrorism and political violence from generation to 
generation demonstrates the need to go beyond a focus on groups or individuals in order to explain 
how terrorism ends. The concept of de-radicalisation has been critiqued for its lack of explanatory value 
in accounting for disengagement from terrorism or how the risk of terrorism re-emerging is reduced. 
However, building on the morphogenetic approach, this book distinguishes between structure/culture 
and agency over time in order to analyse the causal influence between the two. Two processes 
are analysed: disengagement framing processes explain how actors change attitudes to violence 
and the book identifies which factors ensure frames resonate with audiences; and social movement 
de-radicalisation accounts for the outcomes of disengagement in initiating structural change which 
transforms the landscape the next generation finds itself in. The fundamental aim of the book is to 
provide theoretical and conceptual insights into how terrorism can not only come to an end, but can 
be prevented from emerging to be a significant threat again within a society. This book will be of much 
interest to students of terrorism and political violence, social movement theory, British and Irish Politics, 
war and conflict studies, security studies and IR in general.

The Psychology of Terrorism

One of the leading psychologists in the field undertakes a comprehensive examination on one of the 
most important yet neglected areas in the study of terrorism.

Expressions of Radicalization

This edited collection considers whether it is possible to discern how the level of ideology is affected by 
radicalization. In other words: what happens in the minds of people before they decide to use political 
violence as means to attain their goals? Also this book asks: what has to happen in the minds of people 
in order to preclude them from using political violence as a way of attaining their goals? This volume 
unites scholars from several disciplines and perspectives from a number of different geographical, 
social and cultural contexts with the overarching aim to refine our understanding of what ‘radicalization’ 
actually implies.

The Psychology of Terrorism

This new edition of John Horgan's critically acclaimed book is fully revised and expanded. The book 
presents a critical analysis of our existing knowledge and understanding of terrorist psychology. Despite 
the on-going search for a terrorist pathology, the most insightful and evidence-based research to 



date not only illustrates the lack of any identifiable psychopathology in terrorists, but demonstrates 
how frighteningly 'normal' and unremarkable in psychological terms are those who engage in terrorist 
activity. By producing a clearer map of the processes that impinge upon the individual terrorist, 
a different type of terrorist psychology emerges, one which has clearer implications for efforts at 
countering and disrupting violent extremism in today's world. In this 2nd edition, Horgan further 
develops his approach to the arc of terrorism by delving deeper into his IED model of Involvement, 
Engagement and Disengagement – the three phases of terrorism experienced by every single terrorist. 
Drawing on new and exciting research from the past decade, with new details from interviews with 
terrorists ranging from al-Qaeda to left-wing revolutionaries, biographies and autobiographies of former 
terrorists, and insights from historic and contemporary terrorist attacks since 2005, Horgan presents a 
fully revised and expanded edition of his signature text. This new edition of The Psychology of Terrorism 
will be essential reading for students of terrorism and political violence, and counterterrorism studies, 
and recommended for forensic psychology, criminology, international security and IR in general.

Youth and violent extremism on social media

This comprehensive reader seeks to equip the aspiring student, based anywhere in the world, with a 
comprehensive introduction to the study of terrorism.

Terrorism Studies

The search for a distinct "terrorist profile" has been going on for many years, and while it is generally 
agreed that nobody is born a terrorist, there is plenty of disagreement about why a person might become 
one. Whereas personal and situational push and pull factors can be combined to determine how and 
why young people become involved in terrorism, preventing an individual from following a path that 
ends in violence without moral restraint poses an enormous challenge, especially in an open society. 
This book presents papers from the NATO Advanced Research Workshop titled "A Review of the Utility 
of Existing Terrorism Risk Assessment Instruments and Policies: Is there the Need for Possible New 
Approaches?\

Terrorism Risk Assessment Instruments

Violent extremism has galvanized public fear and attention. Driven by their concerns, the public has 
pushed for law enforcement and mental health systems to prevent attacks rather than just respond to 
them after they occur. The prevention process requires guidance for practitioners and policymakers on 
how best to identify people who may be at risk, to understand and assess the nature and function of the 
harm they may cause, and to manage them to mitigate or prevent harm. Violent Extremism provides 
such guidance. Over 10 chapters, prepared by leading experts, this handbook illuminates the nature 
of violent extremism and the evolution of prevention-driven practice. Authors draw on the literature 
and their experience to explain which factors might increase (risk factors) or decrease (protective 
factors) risk, how those factors might operate, and how practitioners can prepare risk formulations and 
scenario plans that inform risk management strategies to prevent violent extremist harm. Each chapter 
is crafted to support thoughtful, evidence-based practice that is transparent, accountable and ultimately 
defensible. Written for an international audience, the volume will be of interest to law enforcement 
and mental health professionals, criminal justice and security personnel, as well as criminologists, 
policymakers and researchers. Praise for Violent Extremism ‘In Violent Extremism, Logan, Borum and 
Gill have assembled the most celebrated scholars and practitioners in anticipating and mitigating 
violence. This extraordinary accomplishment could transform the future of risk assessment.’ John 
Monahan, University of Virginia ‘Scholarly, scientific and so very practical, this is the book we have 
been waiting for. It should be read, and re-read, by every practitioner and researcher working on violent 
extremism.’ John Horgan, Georgia State University ‘Since the early 2000s, the field of assessing violent 
extremism risk has developed apace. This landmark text authoritatively takes stock of past and current 
theory, research and practice, and provides a coherent vision for the future.’ Christopher Dean, Cardiff 
Metropolitan University

Violent Extremism

Although violent extremism is not a new phenomenon, it is increasingly recognized as a major challenge 
of our times. The recruitment of foreign fighters by extremist organizations, and its potential impact on 
public safety in the countries from which they come, is also emerging as a complex issue at the forefront 



of international preoccupations. This book presents the proceedings of the three day NATO Advanced 
Research Workshop, "Countering Violent Extremism Among Youth to Prevent Terrorism\

Countering Radicalisation and Violent Extremism Among Youth to Prevent Terrorism

This accessible new book looks at how and why individuals leave terrorist movements, and considers 
the lessons and implications that emerge from this process. Focusing on the tipping points for 
disengagement from groups such as Al Qaeda, the IRA and the UVF, this volume is informed by the 
dramatic and sometimes extraordinary accounts that the terrorists themselves offered to the author 
about why they left terrorism behind. The book examines three major issues: what we currently know 
about de-radicalisation and disengagement how discussions with terrorists about their experiences of 
disengagement can show how exit routes come about, and how they then fare as ‘ex-terrorists’ away 
from the structures that protected them what the implications of these findings are for law-enforcement 
officers, policy-makers and civil society on a global scale. Concluding with a series of thought-provoking 
yet controversial suggestions for future efforts at controlling terrorist behaviour, Walking Away From 
Terrorism provides an comprehensive introduction to disengagement and de-radicalisation and offers 
policymakers a series of considerations for the development of counter-radicalization and de-radical-
isation processes. This book will be essential reading for students of terrorism and political violence, 
war and conflict studies, security studies and political psychology. John Horgan is Director of the 
International Center for the Study of Terrorism at the Pennsylvania State University. He is one of the 
world's leading experts on terrorist psychology, and has authored over 50 publications in this field; 
recent books include the The Psychology of Terrorism (Routledge 2005) and Leaving Terrorism Behind 
(co-edited, Routledge 2008)

Walking Away from Terrorism

In compiling this annotated bibliography on the psychology of terrorism, the author has defined 
terrorism as "acts of violence intentionally perpetrated on civilian noncombatants with the goal of 
furthering some ideological, religious or political objective." The principal focus is on nonstate actors. 
The task was to identify and analyze the scientific and professional social science literature pertaining 
to the psychological and/or behavioral dimensions of terrorist behavior (not on victimization or effects). 
The objectives were to explore what questions pertaining to terrorist groups and behavior had been 
asked by social science researchers; to identify the main findings from that research; and attempt 
to distill and summarize them within a framework of operationally relevant questions. To identify 
the relevant social science literature, the author began by searching a series of major academic 
databases using a systematic, iterative keyword strategy, mapping, where possible, onto existing 
subject headings. The focus was on locating professional social science literature published in major 
books or in peer-reviewed journals. Searches were conducted of the following databases October 2003: 
Sociofile/Sociological Abstracts, Criminal Justice Abstracts (CJ Abstracts), Criminal Justice Periodical 
Index (CJPI), National Criminal Justice Reference Service Abstracts (NCJRS), PsycInfo, Medline, and 
Public Affairs Information Service (PAIS). Three types of annotations were provided for works in this 
bibliography: Author's Abstract -- this is the abstract of the work as provided (and often published) by 
the author; Editor's Annotation -- this is an annotation written by the editor of this bibliography; and Key 
Quote Summary -- this is an annotation composed of "key quotes" from the original work, edited to 
provide a cogent overview of its main points.

Psychology of Terrorism

Presents the first ethnographic study of al-Muhajiroun, an outlawed activist network that survived British 
counter-terrorism efforts and sent fighters to the Islamic State.

The Islamic State in Britain

This book is the first systematic assessment of current trends and patterns of militancy in Shii 
communities in the Middle East and South Asia - specifically in Iran, Iraq, but also in Lebanon, Saudi 
Arabia, Pakistan, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Bahrain More than thirty years after the Islamic Revolution 
in Iran, there are signs of a growing assertiveness on the part of Shii actors, at times erupting into 
political violence. The book addresses two key questions: What trends emerge in the types of militancy 
Shii actors employ both inside and outside of the Shii heartland? And what are the main drivers of 
militancy in the Shii community? The editor concludes that although at present Shii assertiveness 
does not take on a predominantly militant form, a 'subculture of violence' does exist among most Shii 



communities examined here, and suggests five key drivers of political violence among Shiis: the impact 
of Iran; nationalism and anti-imperialism; Shii self-protection and communal advancement; mahdism; 
and organizational dynamics. This book will be of great interest to students and researchers of terrorism 
studies and political violence, war and conflict studies, and IR/Security Studies in general.

Militancy and Political Violence in Shiism

This book provides a comprehensive guide to the different aspects of deradicalization theories, 
programs and methods. It analyzes the practical and theoretical aspects of deradicalization programs 
and the methods being employed to bring extremists and terrorist back to a non-violent life. The book 
includes in-depth case studies on programs and former extremists, including interviews with former 
German neo-Nazis and families of Jihadists who have received deradicalization counselling. Using a 
coherent theory of radicalization and deradicalization, it integrates existing programs into a typology 
and methodology regarding the effects and concepts behind deradicalization. In addition, a current 
state of the art assessment of deradicalization programs around the world provides a collection of 
programs and landscapes worldwide. It thereby functions as a unique guide for practitioners and 
policymakers in need of evaluation or construction of such programs, as well as a resource pool 
for academics interested in research about deradicalization programs and processes. The major 
aim of this book is to consolidate the existing scholarship on deradicalization and to move the field 
forward by proposing a coherent theory of deradicalization, including ways to measure effectiveness, 
standard methods and procedures, different actors of such programs and cooperation on national 
and international level. In essence, this work enables the reader to identify how, when and why 
deradicalization programs work, how they can be built and structured, and to identify their limitations. 
This book will be of interest to students of radicalisation, counter-terrorism, radical Islam, criminology, 
security studies and IR.

Understanding Deradicalization

Terrorism and radicalization have a long history, but in recent years their prominence has been a partic-
ularly conspicuous and influential feature of the global political landscape. This important book presents 
an overview of the processes involved in radicalization and terrorism, and introduces a systematic 
framework which captures the most crucial individual and social factors involved in determining these 
processes. The authors begin by considering the possible role of prejudice, economic deprivation, 
and discrimination, and the cognitive responses and emotions they can trigger. Such responses tend 
in turn to increase the importance of group membership, and promote intergroup differentiation and 
polarization, a process which is often accompanied by more pronounced and more extreme religious 
and ideological beliefs. The book also describes the role of cultural values and social climate in 
processes of radicalization, as well as the role of personality factors and demographics such as age and 
marital status. As for violent terrorist action itself, this final most radical stage is elicited by a number 
of group factors such as groupthink, isolation, and leadership. Certain cognitive mechanisms – for 
example, dehumanizing the target and attributing responsibility elsewhere – can also provide excuses 
for violence. The book explores why some groups turn to violence and others don’t, and it addresses 
processes of disengagement, deradicalization programs, and other methods used to inhibit the spread 
of radicalization and terrorism. The Psychology of Radicalization and Terrorism takes a unique and 
systematic approach to a vital topic, integrating knowledge from diverse literatures, and using social 
psychology as a basis for comprehending human behaviour. It will be essential reading for students 
and researchers from all disciplines seeking a greater understanding of terrorism and violent political 
conflict in all its forms.

The Psychology of Radicalization and Terrorism

This book addresses provides a series of in-depth portraits of men and women who have been labelled 
‘terrorists’, from the 19th, 20th and 21st centuries. Bridging historical methodologies and theoretical 
approaches to terrorism studies, it seeks to contribute to the developing historicising of terrorism stud-
ies. This is achieved principally through a prosopographical approach. In the preponderance of detailed 
statistical and quantitative data on the practice of terrorism and political violence, the individuals who 
participate in terrorist acts are often obscured. While ideologies and organisations have attracted much 
scholarly interest, less is known of the personal trajectories into political violence, particularly from a 
historical perspective. The focus on a relatively narrow cast of high-profile terrorist ‘villains’, to a large 
part driven by popular and media attention, results in a somewhat skewed picture; of equal value, 



arguably, is a more sustained reflection on the lives of lesser-known individuals. The book sits at the 
juncture between terrorism studies, historical biography and ethnography. It comprises case studies 
of ten individuals who have engaged in political violence in the nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first 
centuries, in a number of locations and with a variety of ideological motivations, from Russian-inflected 
anarchism to Islamist extremism. Through detailed empirical research, crucial themes in the study of 
terrorism and political violence are explored: the diverse individual radicalisation pathways, the question 
of disengagement and re-engagement, various counter-terrorist and counter-insurgency strategies 
adopted by governments and security forces, and the changing nature and perception of terrorism 
over time. Although not explicitly comparative, a number of themes resonate between the case studies, 
which will be drawn together in the conclusion to this book. These include the role of migration 
in radicalisation, the influence of radical family heritages, the experience of imprisonment and the 
narratives which individuals construct to tell their own terrorist life-stories. It also provides an historically 
grounded answer to one of the most contentious and heated debates in recent literature on terrorism 
studies: ‘what leads a person to turn to political violence?’ In examining the life-narratives of a diverse 
range of men and women who at some point embraced violence, this book seeks to contribute to a 
growing understanding of the entire arc of a terrorist lifespan, from radicalisation to mobilisation, to 
disengagement and beyond. This book will be of much interest to students of political violence, terrorism 
studies, security studies and politics in general.

Terrorist Histories

This book provides an overview of preventing and countering violent extremism (P/CVE) to assist 
readers in developing a more complete understanding of P/CVE and the issues of radicalisation, 
disengagement and rehabilitation. It shines a light on some key P/CVE programmes and initiatives 
in Indonesia and is written to facilitate understanding preventing and countering violent extremism in a 
larger frame. It is intended to be of interest to civil society activists, security practitioners, communities, 
policy makers and researchers alike. It represents a collaboration, born out of partnership in the field, 
that brings together academic researchers and civil society activists from Indonesia and Australia. 
Around the world, far too little is known about Indonesian society in general and Indonesian Islam 
and civil society in particular. This is, in large measure, because of the barrier of language. This book 
represents a small, but hopefully significant, contribution to opening a window to Indonesia. The focus 
of this book is on the challenging issues entailed with violent and hateful extremism. The initiatives 
it portrays and the people it describes, and whose voices it channels, are filled with the hope of 
transforming the world to make it better.

Countering Violent and Hateful Extremism in Indonesia

Advances in digital technologies have provided ample positive impacts to modern society; however, in 
addition to such benefits, these innovations have inadvertently created a new venue for criminal activity 
to generate. Combating Violent Extremism and Radicalization in the Digital Era is an essential reference 
for the latest research on the utilization of online tools by terrorist organizations to communicate with 
and recruit potential extremists and examines effective countermeasures employed by law enforcement 
agencies to defend against such threats. Focusing on perspectives from the social and behavioral 
sciences, this book is a critical source for researchers, analysts, intelligence officers, and policy makers 
interested in preventive methods for online terrorist activities.

Combating Violent Extremism and Radicalization in the Digital Era

This new handbook is a comprehensive collection of cutting-edge essays that investigate the contribu-
tion of Critical Terrorism Studies to our understanding of contemporary terrorism and counterterrorism. 
Terrorism remains one of the most important security and political issues of our time. After 9/11, Critical 
Terrorism Studies (CTS) emerged as an alternative approach to the mainstream study of terrorism 
and counterterrorism, one which combined innovative methods with a searching critique of the abuses 
of the war on terror. This volume explores the unique contribution of CTS to our understanding of 
contemporary non-state violence and the state’s response to it. It draws together contributions from 
key thinkers in the field who explore critical questions around the nature and study of terrorism, the 
causes of terrorism, state terrorism, responses to terrorism, the war on terror, and emerging issues in 
terrorism research. Covering a wide range of topics including key debates in the field and emerging 
issues, the Routledge Handbook of Critical Terrorism Studies will set a benchmark for future research 



on terrorism and the response to it. This handbook will be of great interest to students of terrorism 
studies, political violence, critical security studies and IR in general.

Routledge Handbook of Critical Terrorism Studies

In recent years, mental illness has been frequently discussed in relation to radicalization, violence, 
and terrorism, yet there are few resources that explore the broad range of interconnecting factors that 
lead to this complex behavioural phenomenon. Terrorism, Violent Radicalization and Mental Health 
brings together distinct disciplinary and ideological narratives on the political, social, economic, and 
cultural aspects of radicalisation and terrorism today. Across 18 chapters, it assesses a wide range 
of groups and types of extremism and terrorism from around the world, as well as key topics such as 
technology, social and international policies, ethics and cultural competency, and the role psychiatrists 
and mental health professionals play in treatment, management, and prevention. Written and edited by 
a multidisciplinary team of mental health professionals, researchers, and legal experts from around the 
world, this resource bringing together theoretical and evidence-based perspectives, as well as practical 
real-life cases and first-person accounts, and suggestions for future interventions.

Terrorism, Violent Radicalisation, and Mental Health

How do terrorist groups control their members? Do the tools groups use to monitor their operatives and 
enforce discipline create security vulnerabilities that governments can exploit? This title examines the 
great variation in how terrorist groups are structured.

The Terrorist's Dilemma

This volume offers a crucial examination of right-wing extremism, supported by detailed empirical 
analyses of right-wing militants' experiences within and outside their organizations. The authors delve 
deeply into the motivations that prompt initial membership in these groups, the elements that make 
membership appealing, and the factors that ultimately cause members to leave. Interpreting the present 
empirical data within their psychological theory of radicalization, the authors determine the common-
alities and differences between instances of radicalization and derive policy-relevant implications to 
combat right-wing extremism. In a turbulent global environment where this strain of extremist ideology 
has gained more mainstream popularity, this book is a critical and timely addition to scholarship on 
radicalization by leading experts in the field.

The Radical's Journey

This multidisciplinary volume assembles current findings on violent crime, behavioral, biological, and 
sociological perspectives on its causes, and effective methods of intervention and prevention. Noted 
experts across diverse fields apply a behavioral criminology lens to examine crimes committed by 
minors, extremely violent offenses, sexual offending, violence in families, violence in high-risk settings, 
and crimes of recent and emerging interest. The work of mental health practitioners and researchers 
is shown informing law enforcement response to crime in interrogation, investigative analysis, hostage 
negotiations, and other core strategies. In addition, chapters pay special attention to criminal activities 
that violate traditional geographic boundaries, from cyberstalking to sex trafficking to international 
terrorism. Among the topics in the Handbook: · Dyadic conceptualization, measurement, and analysis 
of family violence. · School bullying and cyberbullying: prevalence, characteristics, outcomes, and 
prevention. · A cultural and psychological perspective on mass murder. · Young people displaying 
problematic sexual behavior: the research and their words. · Child physical abuse and neglect. · Criminal 
interviewing and interrogation in serious crime investigations. · Violence in correctional settings. · 
Foundations of threat assessment and management. The Handbook of Behavioral Criminology is a 
meticulous resource for researchers in criminology, psychology, sociology, and related fields. It also 
informs developers of crime prevention programs and practitioners assessing and intervening with 
criminal clients and in correctional facilities.

Handbook of Behavioral Criminology

This volume provides an overview of intervention and management strategies for dealing with terrorist 
and extremist offenders in prisons. The management of terrorist and extremist prisoners has long 
been recognised as a difficult problem in prisons. In most countries, such offenders are relatively rare, 
but when their numbers increase these prisoners can undermine the effectiveness and safety of the 



prison system. At a global level there is an increasing recognition of the problem of militant jihadi 
extremists in prison and their ability to recruit new members among other prisoners. The numbers of 
such prisoners are low but growing and, as a result, prisons are becoming centres of radicalisation; 
indeed, in some cases, terrorist plots appear to have been based entirely on networks that were 
radicalised in prison. This volume presents an expertly informed assessment of what we know about 
terrorists, extremists and prison, exploring the experience of a wide range of countries and of different 
political movements. Drawing critical lessons from historical case studies, the book examines critical 
issues around management strategies, radicalisation and deradicalisation, reform, risk assessment, as 
well as post-release experiences. The role that prisoners play in the conflicts beyond the jail walls is also 
examined, with case studies illustrating how prisoners can play a critical role in bringing about a peace 
process or alternatively in sustaining or even escalating campaigns of violence. Written by leading 
experts in the field, this volume will be of much interest to students of terrorism/counter-terrorism, 
criminology, security studies and IR in general.

Prisons, Terrorism and Extremism

Terrorism is not a new phenomenon, but almost all communities, regardless of ethnicity, religion, 
social status or location, are now increasingly facing the challenge of terrorist threat. What makes a 
terrorist organization attractive to some citizens? A better understanding of the reasons why individuals 
choose to join terror groups may well enhance efforts to disrupt the recruitment process of terrorist 
organizations and thereby support current and future counter-terrorism initiatives. This book presents 
the proceedings of the NATO Advanced Research Workshop, 'Countering Terrorist Recruitment in the 
Context of Armed Counter-Terrorism Operations', held in Antalya, Turkey, in May 2015. The goal of the 
workshop was to share existing ideas and develop new ones to tackle terrorist recruitment. The book 
contains 18 articles covering topics which include: the role of NATO and other international entities in 
counter-terrorism; understanding recruitment methods and socialization techniques of terror networks 
by comparing them to gangs; social media in terrorist recruitment; drug money links with terrorist 
financing; and counter-terrorism and human rights. The book will be of interest to all those involved 
in developing, planning and executing prevention programs and policies in relation to both armed and 
non-armed counter-terrorism operations.

Countering Terrorist Recruitment in the Context of Armed Counter-Terrorism Operations

Does religion cause terrorism? This volume presents a range of theories and case studies that address 
this important issue.

The Cambridge Companion to Religion and Terrorism

This book examines potential synergies between the fields of Terrorism Studies and Peace and Conflict 
Studies. The volume presents theoretically- and empirically-informed contributions, which shed light on 
whether the two fields can inform each other on issues of mutual interest and importance. The book 
examines key themes including the conceptualisation(s) of peace and violence; the exceptionalisation 
of terrorist violence; the relationship between scholarship and political power; the dysfunctionality 
of the liberal peace and the opportunities offered by post-liberal peacebuilding frameworks; and the 
implications and challenges of cyber-terrorism and cyber-conflict. Furthermore, the book intends to 
be a launching pad for future debate on whether the recent 'critical' turn in terrorism studies can offer 
a pathway for peace studies to engage with the so far largely ignored question of power. Consisting 
of not only key scholars but also practitioners and policy makers, the contributors present a number 
of case studies, including Colombia, Northern Ireland, the Basque Country, and Iraq, where they 
explore the relationships between terrorism and peace and conflict approaches. They critically analyse 
the statist approach inherent in both terrorism approaches and liberal peacebuilding frameworks; the 
role of the grassroots levels of society; the inefficiency of simplistic frameworks of understanding and 
implementation; and the chains of governance from international (and transnational) actors to national 
actors and finally from national to local actors. This book will be of much interest to students of terrorism 
studies, peace and conflict studies, IR and security studies.

Researching Terrorism, Peace and Conflict Studies

This book examines the post-ceasefire evolutions and histories of the main Irish republican terrorist 
factions, and the interconnected character of politics and militarism within them. Offering the first 
comparative study of the two leading Irish republican terrorist movements the Official IRA and the 



Provisional IRA (PIRA), this book presents the lesser-known Officials’ political-military evolution and 
analyses whether they could have been role models for the Provisionals. Not only does it compare the 
terrorism and the politics of the Officials and Provisionals in the aftermath of their seminal ceasefires 
of 1972 and 1994, it also presents the Irish republican history in a new light and brings to the fore the 
understudied and disregarded Officials who called their seminal ceasefire twenty-two years before their 
rivals in 1972. In doing this, the work discusses whether the PIRA might have learned lessons from 
the bitter and ultimately unsuccessful experience of the Officials. This book goes beyond traditional 
interpretations of the rivalry and competition between the two factions with the Officials usually seen 
as non-violent but unsuccessful and the Provisionals less politically inclined and mostly concerned with 
their armed struggle. Simultaneously, it dispels the myth of the alleged Provisional republican copying 
of their Official republican counterparts who seemed ready for a political compromise in Northern 
Ireland more than twenty years before the Good Friday Agreement of 1998. Finally, it comprehensively 
compares the Officials and the Provisionals within the identified key areas and assesses the two 
factions’ differences and similarities. . This book will be of much interest to students of Irish politics, 
terrorism studies, security studies and politics in general.

Irish Republican Terrorism and Politics

This book provides a detailed insight into the complex dynamics of radicalization that are in play 
amongst contemporary society. The authors focus on understanding emerging trends and models that 
can be used to analyse and understand modern violent extremist and xenophobic discourse. The 
chapters cover multiple regions, providing a collective analysis of country-specific case studies for 
the formulation of best practices, recommendations and learning material. It is recommended that this 
book may serve as a compendium for practitioners, academics, teachers and students wishing to gain 
state-of-the art knowledge. Topics covered by the authors vary from hands-on practical information to 
tactical, operational, strategic and ethical guidance. This book provides a holistic, harmonized approach 
based upon European internal security strategies recognizing that internal security cannot be achieved 
in isolation from the rest of the world. Additionally, this material resonates with the EU’s commitment to 
fight extremism in a rational manner, alongside promoting human rights, democracy, peace and stability 
within the EU Member States. Presents a comprehensive understanding of the interconnectivities and 
trends behind emerging radicalisation patterns; Features newest conceptual and practical knowledge 
to monitor, analyse and respond to radicalization around the world; Provides a comprehensive view 
into the methodologies for analysis, through visualizations, case studies and applications.

Investigating Radicalization Trends

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of criminology find reliable 
sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form 
or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data 
sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides 
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and 
editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will 
discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important 
publications on various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In criminology, as in other disciplines, 
researchers at all levels are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been 
created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static 
version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Criminology, a dynamic, continuously updated, 
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials 
relevant to the study and practice of criminology. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject 
disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

Situational Action Theory: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide

Advances in digital and other technologies have provided ample positive impacts to modern society; 
however, in addition to such benefits, these innovations have inadvertently created a new venue for 
terrorist activities. Examining violent extremism through a critical and academic perspective can lead 
to a better understanding of its foundations and implications. Violent Extremism: Breakthroughs in 
Research and Practice is a critical source of academic knowledge on the social, psychological, and 
political aspects of radicalization and terrorist recruitment. Highlighting a range of pertinent topics 
such as counterterrorism, propaganda, and online activism, this publication is an ideal reference 



source for researchers, analysts, intelligence officers, policymakers, academicians, researchers, and 
graduate-level students interested in current research on violent extremism.

Violent Extremism: Breakthroughs in Research and Practice

Existing efforts to disengage people from violent extremism are derived from security imperatives 
rather than from a peacebuilding ethos. This report presents a framework through which peacebuilders 
can foster disengagement from violent extremism and reconciliation between those disengaging and 
affected communities by examining the individual, social, and structural dynamics involved.

Violent Extremist Disengagement and Reconciliation

This book provides the first empirical analysis of lone-actor terrorist behaviour. Based upon a unique 
dataset of 111 lone actors that catalogues the life span of the individual’s development, the book con-
tains important insights into what an analysis of their behaviours might imply for practical interventions 
aimed at disrupting or even preventing attacks. It adopts insights and methodologies from criminology 
and forensic psychology to provide a holistic analysis of the behavioural underpinnings of lone-actor 
terrorism. By focusing upon the behavioural aspects of each offender and by analysing a variety of 
case studies, including Anders Breivik, Ted Kaczynski, Timothy McVeigh and David Copeland, this 
work marks a pointed departure from previous research in the field. It seeks to answer the following 
key questions: Is there a lone-actor terrorist profile and how do they differ? What behaviours did the 
lone-actor terrorist engage in prior to his/her attack and is there a common behavioural trajectory into 
lone-actor terrorism? How ‘lone’ do lone-actor terrorists tend to be? What role, if any, does the internet 
play? What role, if any, does mental illness play? This book will be of much interest to students of 
terrorism/counter-terrorism studies, political violence, criminology, forensic psychology and security 
studies in general.

Lone-Actor Terrorists

Discover theories of persuasion that show how terrorist messages promote radicalization and how 
counter-messages fight terrorist propaganda.

Weaponized Words

This book presents an in-depth analysis of how statutory and third sector organisations have faced 
the challenge of dealing with former ‘terrorists’. Offering a theoretically robust, empirically rich account 
of work with ex-prisoners and those considered ‘at risk’ of involvement in extremism in the United 
Kingdom, Marsden dissects the problems governments are facing in dealing with the effects of 
'radicalisation'. Increasingly, governments are struggling with the challenge of dealing with those 
who have become involved in extremism, and yet, comparatively little is known about how and why 
people renounce violence. Nor are existing efforts to ‘deradicalise’ extremists well understood. Arguing 
that reintegration is a more appropriate framework than ‘deradicalisation’, Marsden looks in detail at 
the mechanisms by which people can be supported to move away from extremism. By drawing out 
implications for policy, practice and academic debates around disengagement from radical subcultures, 
this book makes a significant contribution to an issue only likely to grow in importance for scholars of 
criminological theory, terrorism and justice.

Reintegrating Extremists

Terrorism has returned to the streets of Northern Ireland. In the years after the 1998 Real IRA 
bombing of Omagh, which killed 29 people, violent dissident Republican groups have re-emerged as 
a major security threat to a region that has been denied peace, stability, and prosperity for too long. 
Those responsible have many names. They are breakaways, splinter factions, spoilers, and "residual" 
terrorists. The Real IRA, Continuity IRA, and Óglaigh na hÉireann are only some of the groups now 
responsible for a growing wave of bombings, shootings, threats, and intimidation across Northern 
Ireland. Commonly known as "the dissidents," these are the rejectionists for whom there seems to be no 
negotiated settlement, no peace deal, no consensus solution that will convince them to accept the will 
of the majority of the people on the island of Ireland. Divided We Stand: The Strategy and Psychology of 
Ireland's Dissident Terrorists presents the results of meticulous research conducted by the International 
Center for the Study of Terrorism at the Pennsylvania State University. Since 2007, John Horgan, 
Director of the center, has led a research project to monitor the activities of Ireland's new terrorists. 



Drawing on one of the largest open-source militant databases ever assembled, Divided We Stand 
describes the activities, histories, motivations, psychology, and strategy of the small, dynamic, and 
rapidly evolving splinter groups that continue to erode peace, stability, and normalization in Northern 
Ireland.

Divided We Stand
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