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Explore the enduring legacy of Greek and Roman military writers, whose invaluable chronicles offer 
deep insights into ancient warfare. From strategic treatises to detailed campaign histories, their works 
remain essential for understanding classical military tactics, leadership, and the sociopolitical context 
of their eras.

Our platform ensures every textbook is original, verified, and aligned with academic 
standards.

Thank you for choosing our website as your source of information.
The document Ancient Military Writers is now available for you to access.
We provide it completely free with no restrictions.

We are committed to offering authentic materials only.
Every item has been carefully selected to ensure reliability.
This way, you can use it confidently for your purposes.

We hope this document will be of great benefit to you.
We look forward to your next visit to our website.
Wishing you continued success.

This document remains one of the most requested materials in digital libraries online.
By reaching us, you have gained a rare advantage.
The full version of Ancient Military Writers is available here, free of charge.

Greek and Roman Military Writers

Brian Campbell has selected and translated a wide range of pieces from the ancient military writers who 
tell us about the technical aspects of military practice and the management of armies. The pieces cover 
a fascinating range of topics - battle formations and manoeuvres, different types of troops, the art of 
generalship, methods for conducting and resisting a siege, the construction of artillery and fortifications, 
and every kind of ploy used by generals to defeat their opponents. Each piece is annotated with further 
explanation and context, making this an essential resource for everyone studying the army and warfare 
in the classical age.

Greek and Roman Military Writers

Brian Campbell has selected and translated a wide range of pieces from the ancient military writers 
and also includes extracts from historians who have interesting comments on warfare and society.

Greek and Roman Military Writers

This volume explores the enigmatic primary source known as the ancient military manual. In par-
ticular, the volume explores the extent to which these diverse texts constitute a genre (sometimes 
unsatisfactorily classified as ‘technical literature’), and the degree to which they reflect the practice of 
warfare. With contributions from a diverse group of scholars, the chapters examine military manuals 
from early Archaic Greece to the Byzantine period, covering a wide range of topics including readership, 
siege warfare, mercenaries, defeat, textual history, and religion. Coverage includes most of the major 
contemporary siege manual writers, including Xenophon, Frontinus, Vegetius, and Maurice. Close 
examination of these texts serves to reveals the complex ways in which ancient Greeks, Romans, and 
Byzantines sought to understand better, and impose order upon, the seemingly irrational phenomenon 
known as war. Providing insight into the multifaceted collection of texts that constituted military manuals, 
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this volume is a key resource for students and scholars of warfare and military literature in the classical 
and Byzantine periods.

Greek and Roman Military Manuals

First volume of a systematic and up-to-date account of warfare from Archaic Greece to Republican 
Rome.

The Cambridge History of Greek and Roman Warfare

Uses new methodologies, evidence, and topics to better understand ancient warfare and its place 
in culture and history New Approaches to Greek and Roman Warfare brings together essays from 
specialists in ancient history who employ contemporary tools and approaches to reveal new evidence 
and increase knowledge of ancient militaries and warfare. In-depth yet highly readable, this volume 
covers the most recent trends for understanding warfare, militaries, soldiers, non-combatants, and their 
roles in ancient cultures. Chronologically-organized chapters explore new methodologies, evidence, 
and topics while offering fresh and original perspectives on recent documentary and archaeological 
discoveries. Covering the time period from Archaic Greece to the Late Roman Empire, the text asks 
questions of both new and re-examined old evidence and discusses the everyday military life of 
soldiers and veterans. Chapters address unique topics such as neurophysiological explanations for 
why some soldiers panic and others do not in the same battle, Greek society’s handling of combat 
trauma in returning veterans, the moral aspects and human elements of ancient sieges, medical care 
in the late Roman Empire, and the personal experience of military servicemembers and their families. 
Each chapter is self-contained to allow readers to explore topics in any order they prefer. This book: 
Features case studies that examine psychological components of military service such as morale, 
panic, recovery, and trauma Offers discussions of the economics of paying for warfare in the Greek and 
Roman worlds and why Roman soldiers mutinied Covers examining human remains of ancient conflict, 
including interesting photos Discusses the role of women in families and as victims and addresses 
issues related to women and war Places discussions in the broader context of new wave military 
history and includes complete bibliographies and further reading suggestions Providing new material 
and topical focus, New Approaches to Greek and Roman Warfare is an ideal text for Greek History or 
Roman History courses, particularly those focusing on ancient warfare, as well as scholars and general 
readers with interest in the ancient militaries.

New Approaches to Greek and Roman Warfare

Greek & Roman Warfare: Battles, Tactics and Trickery is a uniquely detailed work which explores the 
tactics and battle strategies of the Graeco-Roman period. This incisive study goes beyond the arms 
and armor of classical warfare to reveal the numerous factors, be they geographical, psychological or 
circumstantial, that informed the course of ancient battles. The technology of an army is of course an 
integral factor in its success, but conflicts are ultimately won by tactics and strategy. From the cunning 
ambush, to oxen with torches masquerading as an escaping army at night, Drogo Montagu explores 
the intricacies of waging war in antiquity. Using his extensive knowledge of ancient history, he has 
created a gripping account of classical military thought. He draws on the great historians of the time -- 
Livy, Plutarch, Xenophon and Josephus among them -- to illustrate the different elements that an army 
required to defeat its enemy on the battlefield, be it by force or guile. In addition, he offers details on 
how a commander would maintain the morale and fitness of his troops, as well as conduct their training. 
Greek and Roman Warfare provides an incredibly thorough view of the tactics and strategy of battle 
in ancient times from all perspectives, making it one of the most complete studies of classical warfare 
to date. John Drogo Montagu is a historian of considerable standing and the author of the acclaimed 
compendium Battles of the Greek and Roman Worlds.

Greek and Roman Warfare

Following an extensive introduction by Philip Rance, which surveys the historical development of 
ancient Greek military writing and the evolution of modern scholarship on this literary tradition, this 
book presents 15 papers given at a conference devoted to Greek taktika, a broad genre of handbooks 
concerning tactics, generalship and the conduct of war. Collectively the contributors address the 
practical utility of these texts in ancient warfare, their literary, military and cultural contexts in Antiquity, 
and their diverse uses as historical sources within the wider sphere of ancient military history. The final 



three papers selectively examine the reception of ancient Greek tactical writing in Byzantium and the 
Early Modern period in Western and Eastern Europe.

Greek Taktika: Ancient Military Writing and Its Heritage

A look at how warfare affected—and was affected by—women in ancient times. Although the conduct 
of war was generally monopolized by men in the Greco-Roman world, there were plenty of exceptions, 
with women directly involved in its direction and even as combatants—Artemisia, Olympias, Cleopatra, 
and Agrippina the Elder being famous examples. And both Greeks and Romans encountered women 
among their barbarian enemies, such as Tomyris, Boudicca, and Zenobia. More commonly, of course, 
women were directly affected as noncombatant victims of rape and enslavement as spoils of war, 
and this makes up an important strand of the author’s discussion. The portrayal of female warriors 
and goddesses in classical mythology and literature, and the use of war to justify gender roles and 
hierarchies, are also considered. Overall, this is a landmark survey of women’s role in, and experience 
of, war in the Classical world.

Women at War in the Classical World

An extraordinary eBook. Over 800 pages, 42 full-color illustrations, out of the text, of Tancredi Scarpelli, 
Italian illustrator, 30 full-color illustrations, out of the text, of great painters, various illustrations black and 
white in the text. All the texts of this eBook are free available on the web. Why buy it? Because the book 
is a resource that provide to a considerable added-value: it coordinates, in logical way, to gather texts 
scattered on the web the images in full-color and in black and white list of films set in ancient Rome the 
Most Important Movies All the arguments of the eBook: The History of all roman legions: Organization, 
Equipment, Body armour, Tactics, Levy and conditions of service, Campaign record, Marching-order 
and camps, Social impact of military service. Political history of the Roman military, Roman kingdom, 
Roman Republic from late Republic to mid-Roman Empire, Middle Roman Empire, Late Roman 
Empire Other: Imperial cavalry, Privileges, Relations, Oligarchical rule, Composition of legions, Roman 
conquest of Italy, Pattern of Roman expansion, Benefits of Roman hegemony, Military organisation of 
the Roman alliance, Historical cohesion of the Roman alliance, Samnite Wars, Pyrrhic War, 2nd Punic 
War, Social War, Integration of socii, Causes of socii revolt, Outbreak of revolt, Roman unification of 
Italy, Expansion of the Roman Republic, Imperial times, Conquest of the Iberian peninsula (219–18 BC), 
Macedon, the Greek poleis, and Illyria (215–148 BC), Jugurthine War (112–105 BC), Resurgence of 
the Celtic threat (121 BC), New Germanic threat (113–101 BC), Conflicts with Mithridates (89–63 BC), 
Campaign against the Cilician pirates (67 BC), Caesar's early campaigns (59–50 BC), Triumvirates, 
Caesarian ascension, and revolt (53–30 BC). Empire: Imperial expansion (40 BC – 117 AD), Year of the 
Four Emperors (69 AD), Jewish revolts (66–135 AD), Struggle with Parthia (114–217 AD), Usurpers 
(193–394 AD), Struggle with the Sassanid Empire (230–363 AD), Collapse of the Western Empire 
(402–476 AD), Social War, Civil Wars. Documents: The Battle of The Metaurus, B.: 207, The War with 
Porsena, The Conquest of Gaul, The Cimbri and Teutones – Political Quarrels, The Battle of Chalons, 
A.D. 451, The First Punic War, The Praetorian Influence, The Great Enemies of Rome: Pyrrhus, Relation 
of the Augustan Age to other Literary Epochs, Roman Religion. Bibliography. List of films set in ancient 
Rome, The Most Important Movies, Source of the Texts.

History of The Roman Legions

"From the Mediterranean to the British Isles, from the Rhine to the North African desert, the Roman 
soldier carried his empire's banner to the furthest reaches of the known world. Much has been written 
about his commanders-men like Caesar, Scipio and Augustus-yet little has been revealed about the 
life of the individual soldier. The important work gives you a unique look at life in the Legions through 
the eyes of an ordinary legionary. With lively narrative, the author traces the life of a Roman recruit from 
induction to retirement. Here, you'll discover fascinating facts on enlistment, basic training, length of 
service, rewards and punishment, promotion and more. You'll learn how the Roman soldier spent his 
pay, what he wrote in his letters home and what he did after retirement. This is a classic work-and a 
must-have reference for students of ancient military history."--Jacket.

The Roman Soldier

Roman Rule in Greek and Latin Writing explores the ways in which Greek and Latin writers from the 
late 1st to the 3rd century CE experienced and portrayed Roman cultural institutions and power.



Roman rule in Greek and Latin Writing

In this book, Sara Phang explores the ideals and realities of Roman military discipline, which regulated 
the behavior of soldiers in combat and their punishment, as well as economic aspects of their service, 
including compensation and other benefits, work, and consumption. This thematically organized study 
analyzes these aspects of discipline, using both literary and documentary sources. Phang emphasizes 
social and cultural conflicts in the Roman army. Contrary to the impression that Roman emperors 
"bought" their soldiers and indulged them, discipline restrained such behavior and legitimized and sta-
bilized the imperial power. Phang argues that emperors and aristocratic commanders gained prestige 
from imposing discipline, while displaying leadership in person and a willingness to compromise with 
a restive soldiery.

Roman Military Service

A detailed coverage of all aspects of Roman campaigning.

The Military Cabinet

"Offers six exemplary case studies of Greeks and Romans at war, thoroughly illustrated with detailed 
battle maps and photographs"--Provided by publisher.

The Roman Art of War

Religion was integral to the conduct of war in the ancient world and the Greeks were certainly no 
exception. No campaign was undertaken, no battle risked, without first making sacrifice to propitiate 
the appropriate gods (such as Ares, god of War) or consulting oracles and omens to divine their plans. 
Yet the link between war and religion is an area that has been regularly overlooked by modern scholars 
examining the conflicts of these times. This volume addresses that omission by drawing together the 
work of experts from across the globe. The chapters have been carefully structured by the editors so that 
this wide array of scholarship combines to give a coherent, comprehensive study of the role of religion 
in the wars of the Archaic and Classical Greek world. Aspects considered in depth will include: Greek 
writers on religion and war; declarations of war; fate and predestination, the sphagia and pre-battle 
sacrifices; omens, oracles and portents, trophies and dedications to cult centers; militarized deities; 
sacred truces and festivals; oaths and vows; religion & Greek military medicine.

The Oxford Handbook of Warfare in the Classical World

An enlightening look at the importance of war gods and their myths to the ancient Romans. This book 
redresses the relative lack of work published on the role of war in classical myth and legend. At the 
same time it debunks the popular view that the Romans had little mythology of their own and idly 
borrowed and adapted Greek myth to suit their own ends. While this is true to some extent, War in 
Roman Myth and Legend clearly demonstrates a rich and meaningful independent mythology at work 
in Roman culture. The book opens by addressing how the Romans did adopt and adapt Greek myths to 
fashion the beginnings of Roman history; it goes on to discuss the Roman gods of war and the ubiquity 
of war in Roman society and politics and how this was reflected in the Aeneas Foundation Myth, the 
Romulus and Remus Foundation Myth, and the legends associated with the founding of Rome. Also 
discussed are warlike women in Roman epic; Trojan heroes; and the use of mythology by Roman poets 
other than Virgil. The Theban Legion and the vision of Constantine myths conclude the journey.

Religion & Classical Warfare

Descriptions of every significant battle fought by the Roman Republic between 480 and 31 BC—and 
most of the minor ones too: “Amazing” (Books Monthly). The information in each entry of this remarkable 
book is drawn exclusively from ancient texts in order to offer a brief description of each battle based 
solely on the information provided by the earliest surviving sources that chronicle the event. This 
approach provides the reader a concise foundation of information to which they can then confidently 
apply later scholarly interpretation presented in secondary sources, achieving a more accurate un-
derstanding of the most likely battlefield scenario. In writing the battle descriptions, the author has not 
sought to analyze the evidence contained in the surviving accounts, nor embellish them beyond that 
which was necessary to provide clarity to the modern reader. He allows the original writers to speak 
for themselves, presenting the reader with a succinct version of what the ancient chroniclers tell us of 



these dramatic events. It is an excellent first-stop reference to the many battles of the Roman Republic. 
“An indispensable reference guide for any student of the Roman military.” —The NYMAS Review

War in Roman Myth and Legend

This companion provides an extensive account of the Roman army, exploring its role in Roman politics 
and society as well as the reasons for its effectiveness as a fighting force. An extensive account of 
the Roman army, from its beginnings to its transformation in the later Roman Empire Examines the 
army as a military machine – its recruitment, training, organization, tactics and weaponry Explores 
the relationship of the army to Roman politics, economics and society more broadly Considers the 
geography and climate of the lands in which the Romans fought Each chapter is written by a leading 
expert in a particular subfield and takes account of the latest scholarly and archaeological research in 
that area

Roman Republic at War

Sparta, Macedonia, and Rome--how did these nations come to dominate the ancient world? Lendon 
shows readers that the most successful armies were those that made the most effective use of cultural 
tradition.

A Companion to the Roman Army

Sextus Iulius Frontinus is best known as author of the military handbook Strategems but, in addition to 
writing this and other works (now lost), he also had a varied and surprisingly influential career in military 
and civil posts around the Roman Empire. Frontinus loyally served at least six emperors, often acting 
as a trusted counselor, and even deputized for Trajan while he was busy in Germany and elsewhere. He 
was possibly the longest-serving governor of Britain (five years), where he completed the subjugation 
of Wales and established the frontier in northern England at the Ribble-Tees line. He founded several 
legionary fortresses, including those that later became the towns of York, Chester and Caerleon. He 
also served on the Rhine, in Spain and Asia and in the civil sphere reformed the water supply of Rome. 
John Grainger has written the first full biography of Frontinus. Reconstructing his life to the fullest 
extent permitted by the sources, he favorably re-evaluates his importance, particularly in Britain (at the 
expense of the better-known Agricola. Froninus' career, the author concludes, is one of the most varied 
and significant of any that can be reconsructed for any Roman who did not become Emperor.

Soldiers and Ghosts

Discovers new connections and cross-fertilisations between different cultural, linguistic and religious 
communities in the Roman Empire.

The Cambridge History of Greek and Roman Warfare: Greece, the Hellenistic world and the rise of 
Rome

This book explores the relationship between theory and practice in ancient Greek and Roman scientific 
and technical texts.

Sextus Julius Frontinus and the Roman Empire

New Perspectives on Ancient Warfare explores the armies of antiquity from Assyria and Persia, to 
classical Greece and Rome. The studies illustrate the ways in which technology, innovation, cultural 
exchange, and tactical developments transformed ancient warfare by land and sea.

The Cambridge History of Greek and Roman Warfare

Until the publication of this captivating biography, no such volume on Trajan’s life has been tailored to 
the general reader. The unique book illuminates a neglected period of ancient Roman history, featuring 
a comprehensive array of maps, illustrations, and photographs to help orientate and bring the text to 
life. Trajan rose from fairly obscure beginnings to become the emperor of Rome. He was born in Italica, 
an Italic settlement close to modern Seville in present-day Spain, and is the first Roman Emperor to be 
born outside of Rome. His remarkable rise from officer to general and then to emperor in just over 20 
years reveals a shrewd politician who maintained absolute power. Trajan’s success in taking the Roman 
Empire to its greatest expanse is highlighted in this gripping biography. Trajan’s military campaigns 



allowed the Roman Empire to attain its greatest military, political and cultural achievements. The book 
draws on novel theories, recent evidence and meticulous research, including field visits to Italy, Spain, 
Germany and Romania to ensure accurate, vivid writing that transports the reader to Trajan’s territory.

Literature and Culture in the Roman Empire, 96–235

The role of warfare is central to our understanding of the ancient Greek world. In this book and the 
companion work, War and Society in the Roman World, the wider social context of war is explored. 
This volume examines its impact on Greek society from Homeric times to the age of Alexander and 
his successors and discusses the significance of the causes and profits of war, the links between war, 
piracy and slavery, and trade, and the ideology of warfare in literature and sculpture.

Knowledge, Text and Practice in Ancient Technical Writing

This collection of papers, arising from the conference series Late Antique Archaeology, examines tech-
nology in late antiquity. Papers explore agriculture, production, engineering and building technologies, 
and include a bibliographic essay.

New Perspectives on Ancient Warfare

A seventeenth-century English traveler to the Eastern Mediterranean would have faced a problem in 
writing about this unfamiliar place: how to describe its inhabitants in a way his countrymen would 
understand? In an age when a European education meant mastering the Classical literature of Greece 
and Rome, he would naturally turn to touchstones like the Iliad to explain the exotic customs of Ottoman 
lands. His Turk would have been Homer’s Turk. An account of epic sweep, spanning the Crusades, the 
Indian Raj, and the postwar decline of the British Empire, Homer’s Turk illuminates how English writers 
of all eras have relied on the Classics to help them understand the world once called “the Orient.” 
Ancient Greek and Roman authors, Jerry Toner shows, served as a conceptual frame of reference over 
long periods in which trade, religious missions, and imperial interests shaped English encounters with 
the East. Rivaling the Bible as a widespread, flexible vehicle of Western thought, the Classics provided 
a ready model for portrayal and understanding of the Oriental Other. Such image-making, Toner argues, 
persists today in some of the ways the West frames its relationship with the Islamic world and the rising 
powers of India and China. Discussing examples that range from Jacobean travelogues to Hollywood 
blockbusters, Homer’s Turk proves that there is no permanent version of either the ancient past or the 
East in English writing—the two have been continually reinvented alongside each other.

Trajan

From Thermopylae to Marathon, discover the most important battles of the ancient Greek wars, which 
helped set the course of European history for centuries Examines the events leading up to each conflict 
and the social and political fallout Appraises military geniuses such as Sparta and AthensBeautifully 
illustrated with many rare and unpublished paintings, imagery and contemporary photographs One of 
the most popular areas of ancient history is war in the Greek world. The number of books, articles, 
webpages and blogs on every conceivable aspect of war in ancient Greece is endless and continues 
to grow. So why add to the pile? Wars and Battles of Ancient Greece is not just another arid account of 
conflict with endless, often exaggerated, casualty figures and repetitive tactics. It is different from other 
books in the field because it has context as its focus: each of the battles covered is, where sources 
permit, placed in its historical, political and social context: why was the battle fought, how was it fought, 
what was the outcome and what happened next? No war or battle has ever been fought in isolation 
– there is always a prelude, a ‘casus belli’ – an act or event that provokes or is used to justify war – 
and a series of consequences. These are revealed wherever possible for each of the wars and battles 
in this gripping book. In order to reinforce our focus on context, Wars and Battles of Ancient Greece 
includes chapters covering warfare in civilisations and cultures before Greece, the Greek war machine 
and Greek women and conflict. It is a detailed survey of conflict in ancient Greece from the Mycenaean 
Age to the end of the Peloponnesian War, based on primary sources – mainly Herodotus, Thucydides 
and other historians, but also poets, dramatists and inscriptional evidence.

War and Society in the Greek World

This ground-breaking 5-volume reference is a comprehensive print and electronic resource covering 
the history of warfare from ancient times to the present day, across the entire globe. Arranged in 



A-Z format, the Encyclopedia provides an overview of the most important events, people, and terms 
associated with warfare - from the Punic Wars to the Mongol conquest of China, and the War on 
Terror; from the Ottoman Sultan, Suleiman ‘the Magnificent’, to the Soviet Military Commander, Georgi 
Konstantinovich Zhukov; and from the crossbow to chemical warfare. Individual entries range from 
1,000 to 6,000 words with the longer, essay-style contributions giving a detailed analysis of key 
developments and ideas. Drawing on an experienced and internationally diverse editorial board, the 
Encyclopedia is the first to offer readers at all levels an extensive reference work based on the best 
and most recent scholarly research. The online platform further provides interactive cross-referencing 
links and powerful searching and browsing capabilities within the work and across Wiley-Blackwell’s 
comprehensive online reference collection. Learn more at www.encyclopediaofwar.com. Selected by 
Choice as a 2013 Outstanding Academic Title Recipient of a 2012 PROSE Award honorable mention

Technology in Transition A.D. 300-650

The Military Institutions of the Romans is a classic treatise about Roman warfare and military principles. 
Its author emphasizes things such as training of soldiers as a disciplined force, orderly strategy, 
maintenance of supply lines and logistics, quality leadership and use of tactics and even deceit to 
ensure an advantage over the opposition.

Homer's Turk

An analysis of ancient Greek, Roman, and Macedonian winning battle formations, from why they 
worked, the equipment and men used, and how they broke down. Justin Swanton examines the 
principal battle-winning formations of the ancient world, determining their composition, function and 
efficacy. An introductory chapter looks at the fundamental components of the principal battle formations 
of heavy and light infantry, cavalry, elephants and chariots, showing how they bolstered the individual's 
soldier's willingness to fight. The rest of the book focuses on massed infantry that reigned supreme in 
this era: the heavily armored Greek hoplite phalanx that was immune to the weaponry of its non-Greek 
opponents; the Macedonian pike phalanx that was unbeatable against frontal attacks so long as it kept 
order; the Roman triplex acies which, contrary to popular opinion, consisted of continuous lines in open 
order, with file spaces wide enough to allow embattled infantry to fall back after which those files closed 
up instantly against the enemy. A careful study of the Greek and Latin of the sources sheds fresh light on 
how these formations were organized and worked, reevaluating many conventional notions and leading 
to some surprising conclusions. Praise for Ancient Battle Formations “This book is both important for its 
thoroughly researched, original and well-argued historical conclusions and an enjoyable read. Highly 
recommended.” —Professor F. Noel Zaal (BA, LLB University of Natal, LLM Durban-Westville, LLM 
Columbia, PhD Wits

Wars and Battles of Ancient Greece

Warfare in Ancient Greece assembles a wide range of source material and introduces the latest 
scholarship on the Greek experience of war. The author has carefully selected key texts, many of 
them not previously available in English, and provided them with comprehensive commentaries. For 
the Greek polis, warfare was a more usual state of affairs than peace. The documents assembled here 
recreate the social and historical framework in which ancient Greek warfare took place - over a period 
of more than a thousand years from the Homeric Age to Alexander the Great. Special attention is paid 
to the attitudes and feelings of the Greeks towards defeated people and captured cities. Complete with 
notes, index and bibliography, Warfare in Ancient Greece will provide students of Ancient and Military 
History with an unprecedented survey of relevant materials

The Encyclopedia of War, 5 Volume Set

Written by a leading authority on Roman military history, this fascinating volume spans over a thousand 
years as it offers a memorable picture of one of the world's most noted fighting forces, paying special 
attention to the life of the common soldier. Southern here illuminates the Roman army's history, culture, 
and organization, providing fascinating details on topics such as military music, holidays, strategy, 
the construction of Roman fortresses and forts, the most common battle formations, and the many 
tools of war, from spears, bows and arrows, swords, and slingshots, to the large catapulta (which 
fired giant arrows and bolts) and the ballista (which hurled huge stones). Perhaps most interesting 
are the details Southern provides about everyday life in the Roman army, everything from the soldiers 
pay (they were paid three times per year, but money was deducted for such items as food, clothing, 



weapons, the burial club, the pension scheme, and so on) to their often brutal life--if whole units turned 
and ran, about one-tenth of the men concerned were chosen by lot and clubbed to death and the 
rest were put on barley rations instead of wheat. Moreover, soldiers who lost weapons or their shields 
would fight savagely to get them back or would die in the process, rather than suffer the shame that 
attached to throwing weapons away or running from the battle. Attractively illustrated, this book offers 
a fascinating look at the life of the Roman soldier, drawing on everything from Rome's rich historical 
and archaeological record to soldier's personal correspondence to depictions of military subjects in 
literature and art.

The Military Institutions of the Romans

The origin of the Western military tradition in Greece 750-362 BC is fraught with controversies, such as 
the date and nature of the phalanx, the role of agricultural destruction and the existence of rules and 
ritualistic practices. This volume collects papers significant for specific points in debates or theoretical 
value in shaping and critiquing controversial viewpoints. An introduction offers a critical analysis of 
recent trends in ancient military history and provides a bibliographical essay contextualizing the papers 
within the framework of debates with a guide to further reading.

Ancient Battle Formations

A comprehensive study of both patients and healers in the High Roman Empire. Patients and Healers in 
the High Roman Empire offers a fascinating holistic look at the practice of ancient Roman medicine. Ido 
Irsaelowich presents three richly detailed case studies—one focusing on the home and reproduction; 
another on the army; the last on medical tourism—from the point of view of those on both sides of the 
patient-healer divide. He explains in depth how people in the classical world became aware of their 
ailments, what they believed caused particular illnesses, and why they turned to certain healers—root 
cutters, gymnastic trainers, dream interpreters, pharmacologists, and priests—or sought medical care 
in specific places such as temples, bath houses, and city centers. The book brings to life the complex 
behavior and social status of all the actors involved in the medical marketplace. It also sheds new 
light on classical theories about sickness, the measures Romans undertook to tackle disease and 
improve public health, and personal expectations for and evaluations of various treatments. Ultimately, 
Israelowich concludes that this clamoring multitude of coexisting forms of health care actually shared a 
common language. Drawing on a diverse range of sources—including patient testimonies; the writings 
of physicians, historians, and poets; and official publications of the Roman state—Patients and Healers 
in the High Roman Empire is a groundbreaking history of the culture of classical medicine.

Warfare in Ancient Greece

The Roman Army
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