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The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

These are the notes to accompany Muriel Spark's The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie. The book examines 
the reasons why this satirical but affectionate title has become so popular, not only in Scotland, but 
worldwide.

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

'Muriel Spark's most celebrated novel . . . This ruthlessly and destructively romantic school ma'am is 
one of the giants of post-war fiction' Independent 'A brilliantly psychological fugue' Observer The Prime 
of Miss Jean Brodie is Muriel Spark's most significant and celebrated novel, and remains as dazzling as 
when it was first published in 1961. Miss Jean Brodie is a teacher unlike any other, proud and cultured, 
enigmatic and freethinking; a romantic, with progressive, sometimes shocking ideas and aspirations for 
the girls in her charge. At the Marcia Blaine Academy she takes a select group of girls under her wing. 
Spellbound by Miss Brodie's unconventional teaching, these devoted pupils form the Brodie set. But as 
the girls enter their teenage years and they become increasingly drawn in by Miss Brodie's personal 
life, her ambitions for them take a startling and dark turn with devastating consequences.

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

Designed to meet the requirements for students at GCSE and A level, this accessible educational 
edition offers the complete text of The History Boys with a comprehensive study guide. Highlights of 
Andrew Bruff's guide include: - detailed analyses of character, theme and structure;- a clear introduction 
to the context of the play and its author;- key quotations and activities both for the student working 
alone and in the classroom. An unruly bunch of bright, funny sixth-form boys in pursuit of sex, sport 
and a place at university. A maverick English teacher at odds with the young and shrewd supply 
teacher. A headmaster obsessed with results; a history teacher who thinks he's a fool. In Alan Bennett's 
award-winning and hugely popular play, staffroom rivalry and the anarchy of adolescence provoke 
insistent questions about history and how you teach it, about education and its purpose.
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The History Boys

Ironic comedy about an indomitable teacher who molds girls minds to her form.

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie

Where does art start or reality end? Happily loitering about London, c. 1949, with the intent of gathering 
material for her writing, Fleur Talbot finds a job “on the grubby edge of the literary world” at the very 
peculiar Autobiographical Association. Mad egomaniacs writing their memoirs in advance — or poor 
fools ensnared by a blackmailer? When the association’s pompous director steals Fleur’s manuscript, 
fiction begins to appropriate life.

Loitering with Intent

Muriel Spark's bracingly salty memoir is a no-holds-barred trip through an extraordinary writer's life.

Curriculum Vitae

'The greatest Scottish novelist of modern times.' Ian Rankin In this first novel by Muriel Spark - author of 
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie - the only things that aren't ambiguous are Spark's matchless originality 
and glittering wit. With an introduction by Ali Smith. Caroline Rose is plagued by the tapping of typewriter 
keys and the strange, detached narration of her every thought and action. She has an unusual problem 
- she realises she is in a novel. Her fellow characters are also possibly deluded: Laurence, her former 
lover, finds diamonds in a loaf of bread - could his elderly grandmother really be a smuggler? And 
Baron Stock, her bookseller friend, believes he is on the trail of England's leading Satanist. 'A master 
of malice and mayhem.' Michiko Kakutani, New York Times 'Brilliantly original and fascinating.' Evelyn 
Waugh 'A light, clever, mirthful tour de force ... It disrupts and charms its readers with its combination of 
wit, precision, intelligence and hilarity. As vibrant as ever, more than fifty years after its first appearance.' 
Ali Smith

The Comforters

"Long ago in 1945 all the nice people in England were poor, allowing for exceptions," begins The Girls 
of Slender Means, Dame Muriel Spark's tragic and rapier-witted portrait of a London ladies' hostel 
just emerging from the shadow of World War II. Like the May of Teck Club itself—"three times window 
shattered since 1940 but never directly hit"—its lady inhabitants do their best to act as if the world 
were back to normal: practicing elocution, and jostling over suitors and a single Schiaparelli gown. The 
novel's harrowing ending reveals that the girls' giddy literary and amorous peregrinations are hiding 
some tragically painful war wounds. Chosen by Anthony Burgess as one of the Best Modern Novels 
in the Sunday Times of London, The Girls of Slender Means is a taut and eerily perfect novel by an 
author The New York Times has called "one of this century's finest creators of comic-metaphysical 
entertainment."

The Girls of Slender Means (New Directions Classic)

"The short dirk in the hands of Muriel Spark has always been a deadly weapon," said The New 
York Times, and "never more so than in The Abbess of Crewe." An elegant little fable about intrigue, 
corruption, and electronic surveillance, The Abbess of Crewe is set in an English Benedictine convent. 
Steely and silky Abbess Alexandra (whose aristocratic tastes run to pâté, fine wine, English poetry, 
and carpets of "amorous green") has bugged the convent, and rigged her election. But the cat gets out 
of the bag, and--plunged into scandal--the serene Abbess faces a Vatican inquiry.

The Abbess of Crewe

The long-awaited biography of one of the great writers of the twentieth century - 'a wonderful blend 
of scholarly fact and juicy storytelling' (Mail on Sunday). Muriel Spark ended was one of the great 
writers of the twentieth century. Hers is a Cinderella story, the first thirty-nine years of which she 
presented in her autobiography, Curriculum Vitae (1992), politely blurring the intensity of her darker 
moments: her relations with her brother, mother, son, husband; a terrifying period of hallucinations and 
subsequent depression; and the disastrously misplaced love she had felt for two men she had wanted to 
marry, Howard Sergeant and Derek Stanford. Aged nineteen, Spark left Scotland to marry in Southern 
Rhodesia, escaping back to Britain on a troopship in 1944 after her divorce. Her son returned in 1945 to 



be brought up by her parents in Edinburgh while she established herself as a poet and critic in London. 
After becoming a Roman Catholic in 1954, she began a novel, The Comforters, and with Memento 
Mori, The Ballad of Peckham Rye and The Bachelors rose rapidly into the literary stratosphere. The 
Prime of Miss Jean Brodie (1961), with its adaptation into a successful stage-play and film, marked 
her full translation into international celebrity and from that point she went to live first in New York, then 
Rome, and finally Tuscany where for over thirty years, until her death in 2006, she shared a house with 
her companion, the artist Penelope Jardine.

Muriel Spark

Mrs Hawkins, a comfortably large young widow, is often called upon to administer advice to colleagues 
and neighbours. But she follows her own advice, too, and turns from Mrs Hawkins into Nancy: quite a 
different proposition.

A Far Cry from Kensington

DIVDIV“Sleek and suggestive . . . [Reality and Dreams] is so smart and seductive that you fail to notice 
how completely you’ve accepted a world gone utterly awry.” —Kirkus Reviews /divDIV/divDIVBritish 
film director Tom Richard won acclaim for his moments of pure creative inspiration. But when Richard 
is hospitalized after toppling from a crane during a shoot, he awakes not knowing what is real and what 
is not—and with no idea who to trust. Soon his wife, children, and friends are all undergoing crises of 
their own, from the breakup of a marriage to the loss of a job. As Richard fights to regain his health and 
stay centered amid the swirling chaos of his personal life, he must also wrest control of his film—his 
most prized pursuit—from those who seek to take it away./divDIV /divDIVWitty andengrossing, Reality 
and Dreams is a whiplash ride through the highs and lows of the creative process./divDIV /divDIVThis 
ebook features an illustrated biography of Muriel Spark including rare photos and never-before-seen 
documents from the author’s archive at the National Library of Scotland./divDIV /divDIV/div/div

Reality and Dreams

DIVDIVFor Barbara Vaughn, a checkpoint between Jordan and the newly formed Israel is the threshold 
to painful self-discovery/divDIV /divDIV/divDIVBarbara Vaughn is a scholarly woman whose fascination 
with religion stems partly from a conversion to Catholicism, and partly from her own half-Jewish back-
ground. When her boyfriend joins an archaeological excursion to search for additional Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Vaughn takes the opportunity to explore the Holy Land. But this is 1960, and with the nation of Israel still 
in its infancy, the British Empire in retreat from the region, and the Eichmann trials in full swing, Vaughn 
uncovers much deeper mysteries than those found at tourist sites. /divDIV /divDIVBoth an espionage 
thriller and a journey of faith, The Mandelbaum Gate won the James Tait Black Memorial Prize upon 
its publication, and is one of Spark’s most compelling novels./divDIV /divDIVThis ebook features an 
illustrated biography of Muriel Spark including rare photos and never-before-seen documents from the 
author’s archive at the National Library of Scotland./divDIV /divDIV/div/div



The Mandelbaum Gate

Acts of Faith and Imagination wagers that fiction written by Catholic authors assists readers to reflect 
critically on the question: "what is faith?" To speak of a person's "faith-life" is to speak of change and 
development. As a narrative form, literature can illustrate the dynamics of faith, which remains in flux 
over the course of one's life. Because human beings must possess faith in something (whether religious 
or not), it inevitably has a narrative structure?faith ebbs and flows, flourishes and decays, develops and 
stagnates. Through an exploration of more than a dozen Catholic authors' novels and short stories, 
Brent Little argues that Catholic fiction encourages the reader to reflect upon their faith holistically, that 
is, the way faith informs one's affections, and how a person conceives and interacts with the world 
as embodied beings. Amidst the diverse stories of modern and contemporary fiction, a consistent 
pattern emerges: Catholic fiction portrays faith?at its most fundamental, often unconscious, level?as 
an act of the imagination. Faith is the way one imagines themselves, others, and creation. A person's 
primary faith conditions how they live in the world, regardless of the level of conscious reflection, and 
regardless of whether this is a "religious" faith. Acts of Faith and Imagination investigates the creative 
depth and vitality of the Catholic literary imagination by bringing late modern Catholic authors into 
dialogue with more contemporary ones. Readers will then consider well-known works, such as those 
by Graham Greene, Flannery O'Connor, and Muriel Spark in the fresh light of contemporary stories by 
Toni Morrison, Alice McDermott, Uwem Akpan, and several others.

Acts of Faith and Imagination

Aiding and Abetting is Muriel Spark's mordant and witty satirical take on the true crime genre, a novel of 
fraudsters, imposters, murderers and aiders and abetters. In Paris, a psychiatrist finds herself treating 
two elderly gentlemen who both claim to be the notorious British fugitive Lord Lucan. But who, if either, 
is the real Lord Lucan? Can she discover the truth before her own dark secret is revealed?

Aiding and Abetting

“This comprehensive and thoughtful volume is the first book to investigate, assess and apply a 
philosophy of education drawn from the great French philosopher Gilles Deleuze. It contains powerful 
and beautiful essays by some of the most influential Deleuze and Guattari commentators (the chap-
ters by Bogue, Colebrook, May and Semetsky, and Genosko are particularly rewarding). The book 
provides very useful situations within the philosophy of education and some interesting experimental 
developments of Deleuze’s work, notably in terms of new technologies and original methods. This 
is then an indispensable work on Deleuze and education. It covers the historical background and 
begins shaping debates for future research in this exciting and growing area.” —Professor James 
Williams, Professor of European Philosophy, School of Humanities, University of Dundee, author of 
Gilles Deleuze’s Difference and Repetition: A Critical Introduction and Guide and The Transversal 
Thought of Gilles Deleuze: Encounters and Influences

Nomadic Education

Creative Writing Analysis is a guide to solving creative writing problems; acting as a practical intro-
duction to progressing a creative writing project as well as an exploration of the many ways in which 
creative writing can be understood. Through chapters on topics including writing methods, textual 
analysis, practice-led research, interdisciplinarity, and cultural contexts, this book explores the various 
forms of analysis that can be employed. Graeme Harper provides information to assist in creative 
decision making, and as a means for discussing approaches and outcomes in creative writing. The 
book also includes an Afterword by Dianne Donnelly, whose work in Creative Writing Studies has been 
widely recognized as a contribution to the critical examination of creative writing. Whether you are a 
creative writer seeking to improve your work or you are simply interested in analysing the practice and 
outcomes of others doing creative writing, Creative Writing Analysis offers strategies to assist students 
and practitioners of creative writing and literary studies.

Creative Writing Analysis

Unlock the more straightforward side of The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie with this concise and insightful 
summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents an analysis of The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie 
by Muriel Spark, which tells the story of a charismatic, unconventional schoolteacher and the students 
who are in thrall to her. Miss Brodie captivates the girls who make up her “set”, but her charm conceals a 



worrying penchant for fascism and a manipulate streak that will shape all the characters’ lives for many 
years to come. The novel was named one of the 100 best books of the 20th century by the Modern 
Library and has inspired numerous adaptations, including an Academy Award-winning 1969 film. Find 
out everything you need to know about The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie in a fraction of the time! This 
in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A complete plot summary • Character studies 
• Key themes and symbols • Questions for further reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? 
Available in print and digital format, our publications are designed to accompany you on your reading 
journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy understanding, providing the perfect opportunity 
to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See the very best of literature in a whole new light with 
BrightSummaries.com!

The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie by Muriel Spark (Book Analysis)

Four brand new tales are now added to New Directions' original 1997 cloth edition of Open to the Public.

All the Stories of Muriel Spark

'One of her funniest novels . . . Spark at her sharpest, her purest and her most merciful' ALI SMITH 
In The Finishing School Muriel Spark is once again at her biting, satirical best. On the edge of Lake 
Geneva in Switzerland, a struggling would-be novelist and his wife run a finishing school of questionable 
reputation to keep the funds flowing. When a seventeen-year-old student's writing career begins to 
show great promise, tensions begin to run high. A keen portrait of devouring regret, psychological 
unravelling and the glittering promise of youth, The Finishing School is the perfect natural partner to 
Muriel Spark's most famous novel The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie.

The Finishing School

From folk ballads to film scripts, this new five-volume encyclopedia covers the entire history of British 
literature from the seventh century to the present, focusing on the writers and the major texts of 
what are now the United Kingdom and the Republic of Ireland. In five hundred substantial essays 
written by major scholars, the Encyclopedia of British Literature includes biographies of nearly four 
hundred individual authors and a hundred topical essays with detailed analyses of particular themes, 
movements, genres, and institutions whose impact upon the writing or the reading of literature was 
significant. An ideal companion to The Oxford Encyclopedia of American Literature, this set will prove 
invaluable for students, scholars, and general readers. For more information, including a complete table 
of contents and list of contributors, please visit www.oup.com/us/ebl

The Oxford Encyclopedia of British Literature

The purpose of this book is to provide a clear and systematic account of the complexities of fictional 
narration which result from the shifting relationship in all storytelling between the story itself and the 
way it is told.

A Theory of Narrative

Household servants and accidental guests must wait out the orders of the lords of the house: not to 
disturb. A winter’s night; a luxurious mansion near Geneva; a lucrative scandal. The first to arrive is the 
secretary dressed in furs with a bundle of cash, then the Baron, and finally the Baroness. They lock 
themselves in the library with specific instructions not to be disturbed for any reason. Soon, shouts 
and screams emerge from the library; the Baron’s lunatic brother starts madly howling in the attic; two 
of the secretary’s friends are left waiting in a car; a reverend’s services are needed for an impromptu 
wedding—and despite all that the servants obey their orders as they pass the time playing records, 
preparing dinner, and documenting false testimonies while a twisted murder plot unfolds upstairs.

Critical Essays on Muriel Spark

Simon suggests that pedagogical roles can be taken on and off at will; Gregory Jay discusses the 
ethical side of impersonation; and Susan Miller denounces "the personalas a sham.

Not to Disturb: A Novel



A librarian with deceptively dangerous skills is sent back in time to Tzarist Russia in this “laugh-out-loud 
farce” and homage to Muriel Spark (Publishers Weekly, starred review). Never underestimate a librarian. 
Comfortable padded and in her middle years, Shona McMonagle may look bookish and harmless, but 
her education at the Marcia Blaine School for Girls has left her with a deadly expertise in everything 
from martial arts to quantum physics. It has also left her with a bone-deep loathing for The Prime of 
Miss Jean Brodie, that scurrilous novel that spread scandalous untruths about the finest educational 
institution in Edinburgh. Shona’s skills, her deceptively mild appearance, and her passionate loyalty 
make her the perfect recruit for an interesting new project: time travel to Tzarist Russia, prevent a gross 
miscarriage of romance, and—in any spare time—see to it that only the right people get murdered. It’s 
a big job, but no task is too daunting for a prefect from Miss Blaine’s. “A delightful addition to the ranks 
of comic crime.” —The Guardian, UK

Pedagogy

"An entertaining guide to some of the best short novels of all time looks at works from the eighteenth 
century to the present day, spanning multiple genres, cultures, and countries"--

The Social Frameworks of Knowledge

Drawing on the expertise of leading researchers from around the globe, this pioneering collection 
of essays explores how geospatial technologies are revolutionizing the discipline of literary studies. 
The book offers the first intensive examination of digital literary cartography, a field whose recent and 
rapid development has yet to be coherently analysed. This collection not only provides an authoritative 
account of the current state of the field, but also informs a new generation of digital humanities scholars 
about the critical and creative potentials of digital literary mapping. The book showcases the work of 
exemplary literary mapping projects and provides the reader with an overview of the tools, techniques 
and methods those projects employ.

Miss Blaine's Prefect and the Golden Samovar

Ngai mobilizes the aesthetics of unprestigious negative affects such as irritation, envy, and disgust to 
investigate not only ideological and representational dilemmas in literature--with a particular focus on 
those inflected by gender and race--but also blind spots in contemporary literary and cultural criticism. 
Her work maps a major intersection of literary studies, media and cultural studies, feminist studies, and 
aesthetic theory.

Great Short Books

Written with such exquisite ambiguity, this book will call into question everything you know - but, in The 
Turn of the Screw, not knowing the truth might be a blessing.

Literary Mapping in the Digital Age

This is a guide to the main developments in the history of British and Irish literature, charting some of 
the main features of literary language development and highlighting key language topics.

Ugly Feelings

Written in clear, jargon-free prose, this introductory text charts the variety of novel writing in English 
in the second half of the twentieth century. An engaging introduction to the English-language novel 
from 1950-2000 (exclusive of the US). Provides students both with strategies for interpretation and 
with fresh readings of selected seminal texts. Maps out the most important contexts and concepts 
for understanding this fiction. Features readings of ten influential English-language novels including 
Margaret Atwood's The Handmaid's Tale, Kazuo Ishiguro’s Remains of the Day and Chinua Achebe's 
Things Fall Apart.

The Turn of the Screw (Legend Classics)

Recent critics have affirmed the difficulty?perhaps the impossibility?of defining modern comedy; at 
the same time, some feminist scholars are seeking to understand the special comedy often present 
in literature written by women. Comedy and the Woman Writer responds to both these concerns of 
recent criticism: feminist literary theory and theories of comedy. Judy Little develops a critical apparatus 



for identifying feminist comedy in recent fiction, especially the radical political and psychological 
implications of this comedy, and then applies and tests her theory by examining the novels of Virginia 
Woolf and Muriel Spark. Despite recent scholarly attention to Woolf, the profound comedy of her work 
has been largely overlooked, and the comic fiction of Spark has seldom had the responsible and 
attentive criticism that it deserves. The introductory chapter draws upon anthropology and sociology, as 
well as literary criticism and the fiction of feminist writers such as Woolf, Doris Lessing, and Monique 
Wittig, to define a modern feminist comedy. Four central chapters then explore the implications of 
this comedy in the novels of Woolf and Spark. Little distinguishes between, on the one hand, several 
varieties of traditional comedy and satire and, on the other, the festive or ?liminal? comedy to which 
feminist comedy belongs. Both Woolf and Spark mock centuries-old mythic patterns and behaviors 
deriving from basic social norms, as well as the values emerging from these norms. It is one thing, the 
author points out, to find ?manners? amusing, to scourge vices, or to mock the follies of lovers; it is a 
much more drastic act of the imagination to mock the very norms against which comedy has traditionally 
judged vices, follies, and eccentricities. While the comedy of Woolf and Spark has some precedent in 
festive or liminal celebrations, during which even basic values and behavior are abandoned, feminist 
comedy displays its radical nature by implying that there is no resolution to the inverted overturned 
world, the world in revolutionary transition. The final chapter considers briefly, in the light of the critical 
model of feminist comedy, the work of several other twentieth-century writers, including Jean Rhys, 
Penelope Moritmer, and Margaret Drabble. The presence of radical comedy in the fiction of these and 
other writers suggests the need for continuing attention to the theory of feminist comedy proposed in 
this study.

The Routledge History of Literature in English

This handbook unites leading scholars from around the world in exploring anarchism as a political 
ideology, from an examination of its core principles, an analysis of its history, and an assessment 
of its contribution to the struggles that face humanity today. Grounded in a conceptual and historical 
approach, each entry charts what is distinctive about the anarchist response to particular intellectual, 
political, cultural and social phenomena, and considers how these values have changed over time. 
At its heart is a sustained process of conceptual definition and an extended examination of the core 
claims of this frequently misunderstood political tradition. It is the definitive scholarly reference work 
on anarchism as a political ideology, and should be a crucial text for scholars, students, and activists 
alike.

Resources in Education

'One of a kind. Utterly fantastic.' Eoin Colfer on Tin David and Penny's strange new home is surrounded 
by forest. It's the childhood home of their mother, who's recently died. But other creatures live here ... 
magical creatures, like tiny, hairy Pog. He's one of the First Folk, protecting the boundary between the 
worlds. As the children explore, they discover monsters slipping through from the place on the other 
side of the cellar door. Meanwhile, David is drawn into the woods by something darker, which insists 
there's a way he can bring his mother back ...

Reading the Novel in English 1950 - 2000

France, 1941. Janine, a Jewish teenager, and Roland, her Catholic boyfriend, are passionately in love, 
and believe that nothing can come between them. But World War II intervenes, and Janine is forced to 
flee the Nazis with her family. They set sail from the docks of Marseille on one of the last ships to take 
Jews to safety. For 50 years, the last memory she has of Roland is an image of him in a rowboat on the 
sea, desperately trying to catch a last glimpse of her as the ship speeds towards the horizon. Janine 
and her family become refugees in Cuba and, later, settle in the United States. Their new world is 
unpredictable, but the family is bound together by love and their memories of happier years in Europe. 
Janine marries and has a family of her own, but never forgets her love for Roland. Decades later, 
Janine’s daughter, journalist Leslie Maitland, decides to track down the lost love who has haunted her 
mother for so many years. What happens when she finds Roland changes all of their lives irrevocably, 
and proves that even the worst violence of the 20th century is not enough to extinguish hope, passion, 
and romance. Crossing the Borders of Time is at once an expansive history, a deeply personal family 
memoir, and a brilliant work of investigative journalism by an award-winning former New York Times 
reporter. Yet, above all else, it is a unique love story that will move you from the first page to its touching 
conclusion.

Comedy and the Woman Writer



The Palgrave Handbook of Anarchism
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