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A European Welfare State?

2. One Social Model or Many?.

A European Welfare State?

This work examines the concept of citizenship in relation to social policy, in the context of the rapidly 
changing European welfare states. Leading academics analyse concrete changes in social rights 
and citizenship roles, and offer theoretical investigations of citizenship and the welfare state. Issues 
discussed include: · citizenship versus residence as a basis for social rights · the relationship between 
rights and obligations · workers rights and non-workers rights · exclusion and inclusion in the labour 
market and community life · the relationship between social and political citizenship · poverty and social 
exclusion · new roles for citizens as clients, consumers and participants in the welfare state

Citizenship and Welfare State Reform in Europe

The new welfare settlement in Europe involves a re-direction of policy in the context of a unified 
market and currency system and of more stringent economic competition. Realignment of the policy 
assumptions and goals of the key actors is central to this process. This book reviews the main policy 
paradigms and analyzes the processes whereby they have changed in the most salient policy areas, 
and is based on recent interviews with more than two hundred and fifty senior policy actors in seven 
West European countries.

Ideas and Welfare State Reform in Western Europe

This book introduces the concept of new social risks in welfare state studies and explains their 
relevance to the comparative understanding of social policy in Europe. New social risks arise from 
shifts in the balance of work and family life as a direct result of the declining importance of the 
male breadwinner family, changes in the labour market, and the impact of globalization on national 
policy-making. They differ from the old social risks of the standard industrial life-course, which were 
concerned primarily with interruptions to income from sickness, unemployment, retirement, and similar 
issues. New social risks pose new challenges for the welfare policies of European countries, such as 
the care of children and the elderly, more equal opportunities, the activation of labour markets and the 
management of needs that arise from welfare state reform, and new opportunities for the coordination of 
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policies at the EU level. The book includes detailed and up-to-date case studies of policy development 
across these areas in the major European countries. These studies, written by leading experts, are 
organized in a comparative framework which is followed throughout the book. They highlight the way in 
which national welfare state regimes and institutional arrangements shape policy-making to meet new 
social risks. A major feature of this volume is the analysis of developments at the EU level and their 
interaction with national policies. The EU has been largely unsuccessful in its interventions in old social 
risk policy, but appears to have more success in its attempts to coordinate policy for new social risks. 
Experience here may provide lessons for future developments in EU policy-making. The comparative 
framework of the book seeks to inform an understanding of the development of new social risks in 
Europe and of the particular political opportunities and challenges that result. It provides an original 
analysis of pressing issues at the forefront of European welfare policy debate and locates it at the heart 
of current theoretical debates.

New Risks, New Welfare

Following the death of Franco, Spain underwent a transition to democracy in the mid-1970s. Although 
a rapid process of modernization occurred, the Spanish welfare state was seen, until fairly recently, as 
relatively underdeveloped. However, given the progressive Europeanization and expansion of Spanish 
social policy, questions arise as to whether the Spanish welfare system should still be considered as 
peripheral to West European welfare states. This volume is divided into three sections. The first section 
deals with broad trends in the evolution of the Spanish welfare state. To begin with, the consolidation 
path of social protection policies is explored. Attention is also paid to the process of Europeanization. 
Furthermore, the analysis explores advances in gender equality policies. In the second section, 
attention is turned to governance issues, such as collective bargaining, the interplay among levels of 
government, the welfare mix and public support for social policies. The third and final part of the book 
addresses five main challenges facing the Spanish welfare state in the 21st century, namely, the need 
to enhance flexicurity; to achieve a better work-family balance; to coordinate immigration policies with 
existing social protection; to tackle the persistence of high rates of relative poverty; and to face intense 
population ageing, both in terms of increasing needs for care and the reform of the pension system.

The Spanish Welfare State in European Context

This important sequel to Nordic Social Policy (Routledge 1999) compares welfare state development 
over the last twenty years in Denmark, Finland, Norway and Sweden with that of Germany, the 
Netherlands, the United Kingdom and other Western European countries. Topics covered include: * 
income distribution, health inequalities and gender equality * gender policies, health and social care 
services and policy reaction to family changes * social security and employment policies * financing 
of welfare states. In the context of globalisation, ageing populations, changing employment patterns 
and rising inequalities, Nordic Welfare States in the European Context offers an empirical analysis of 
welfare adaptations and a lively discussion of the historical development of European social policy. 
It finds a greater ambiguity regarding variation and trends than is commonly suggested. Contrary to 
expectation, there is little evidence of the Europeanisation of Nordic welfare states, rather the reverse. 
The comparable and empirical data used in this study make it a unique contribution to understanding 
current trends in European social policy.

Nordic Welfare States in the European Context

Is European integration creating a European Welfare State? Here Kleinman shows that to understand 
the controversial social policy role of the EU, we need to consider the impact of economic integration 
for both the scope & aims of social policy.

A European Welfare State?

This book provides the first comprehensive information and detailed data on the welfare systems 
of all twenty-seven EU member states and offers the reader an invaluable introduction and basis 
for comparative welfare research. The introductory chapter summarizes the actual debate about 
welfare states and welfare (state) regimes, gives an overview on current welfare (state) research and 
analyses the main recent developments necessitating a new focus on European Welfare Systems. 
The twenty-seven chapters on the welfare systems of the member states are written on the basis of 
a common structure by experts from the individual states. An additional chapter analyses the current 
social and welfare policies of the EU and focuses on the interplay and limits between European and 



national social policies. Two concluding chapters provide (a) a first comparative analysis on the basis 
of all twenty-seven European Welfare Systems and (b) a theoretical reflection both arguing for and 
venturing the idea of politically limited pluralism in European welfare politics.

The Handbook of European Welfare Systems

Social policy has become an increasingly prominent component of the European Union's policy-making 
responsibilities. Today, for example, a highly developed body of law regulates equal treatment in social 
security and co-ordinates national security schemes; national health services have opened up to 
patients and service providers from other states; and rules govern the translation of educational and 
vocational certificates across member states. This state of affairs is all the more remarkable given 
the relatively limited resources at the EU's disposal and the initial intentions of its founders. During 
negotiations for the Treaty of Rome in the 1950s, social policy was viewed as the exclusive provenance 
of the member states. There were to be provisions to facilitate labour mobility within the common 
market, but until the 1970s social policy making at the EU-level was modest. However, plans for the 
internal market moved social policy on the EU's decision-making agenda. The Social Chapter was 
adopted in 1989, and the Single European Act expanded EU competencies in social policy. The Treaties 
of Maastricht, Amsterdam and Nice all expanded competencies further, so that by the time the heads 
of government met in Lisbon in 2007 to sign the EU's latest treaty, the extent of supranational control 
over important aspects of social policy making was quite impressive. This important book provides 
a full account of the evolution of social policy in the EU and of its current reach. It examines the 
reasons for the increased role of the EU in the area, in spite of formidable obstacles, and details its 
effects in member states, where social provision is often the biggest item in government budgets and 
a crucial issue in national elections. Drawing on research done on welfare states around the world and 
on European integration, this book provides a distinctive and sophisticated account of social policy in 
Europe, showing how it must now be understood in the context of multi-level governance in which EU 
institutions play a pivotal role.

Social Policy in the European Union

Rethinking European Welfare provides a wide-ranging and innovative rethinking of the study of Europe 
and social policy and offers new ways of analyzing European welfare and its future. Whilst acknowl-
edging the importance of research and analysis of policy making in Europe, this Reader addresses a 
range of other challenging and provoking issues which have been marginalized or ignored in the study 
of European social policy. .

Rethinking European Welfare

The sixteenth edition of Social policy in the European Union: state of play has a triple ambition. First, it 
provides easily accessible information to a wide audience about recent developments in both EU and 
domestic social policymaking. Second, the volume provides a more analytical reading, embedding the 
key developments of the year 2014 in the most recent academic discourses. Third, the forward-looking 
perspective of the book aims to provide stakeholders and policymakers with specific tools that allow 
them to discern new opportunities to influence policymaking. In this 2015 edition of Social policy in 
the European Union: state of play, the authors tackle the topics of the state of EU politics after the 
parliamentary elections, the socialisation of the European Semester, methods of political protest, the 
Juncker investment plan, the EU’s contradictory education investment, the EU’s contested influence on 
national healthcare reforms, and the neoliberal Trojan Horse of the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP).

Social policy in the European Union: state of play 2015

European welfare states are currently under stress and the 'social contracts' that underpin them are 
being challenged. First, welfare spending has arguably 'grown to limits' in a number of countries 
while expanding everywhere in the 1990s in line with higher unemployment. Second, demographic 
change and the emergence of new patterns of family and working life are transforming the nature of 
'needs'. Third, the economic context and the policy autonomy of nation states has been transformed 
by 'globalization'. This book considers the implications of these challenges for European welfare states 
at the end of the twentieth century with interdisciplinary contributions from first-rate political scientists, 
economists and sociologists including Paul Ormerod.



The Future of European Welfare

‘Enabling Social Europe’ examines how the paradigm of the ‘enabling welfare state’ might offer a new 
perspective for European social policy in the decades to come. The ‘enabling’ concept is perceived 
as going beyond that of mere ‘activation’, thus also embracing policies aimed at increasing personal 
autonomy, individual responsibility and social inclusion by endowing individuals with the resources and 
capabilities needed to manage and balance their life courses in a better way. The study is distinguished 
by a unique collaboration of social and economic policy experts coming from a wide range of disciplines: 
economics, law, sociology, political science, and philosophy. The authors seek to shed new light on 
whether European social policy ought to play a role in the future and, if so, what sort of role that 
could be. They convincingly argue that despite an implicit normative consensus on the ‘European 
social model’, there is still room for a multifaceted world in which welfare regimes can maintain their 
own path-dependent ways of achieving a fair and just society with a high level of welfare for all. The 
empirical part of the book contains an appraisal of policies and reforms with a view to the ‘enabling 
welfare state’ approach in four important policy areas: health care, old-age security, family policy, and 
poverty prevention. Within each sector, the authors compare the policies and practices of two countries 
attributable to different regime types: Germany and the United Kingdom, Poland and Germany, Finland 
and Estonia, and Belgium and Denmark. This book is highly recommendable not only for scholars and 
policymakers active in this field, but also for students of welfare and labour economics, sociology, social 
policy, political science and law.

Enabling Social Europe

This volume provides an up-to-date account of developments in Europe across a range of policy 
fields, from labour markets to disability and poverty to health care. An up-to-date account of a rapidly 
changing field. Covers developments across a range of policy fields, from labour markets to disability 
and poverty to health care. Situates debates about welfare convergence and divergence in a theoretical 
context. Draws on sociological, social policy, political science and economic theoretical perspectives. 
Written by acknowledged experts in the field. Uses case studies of particular policy areas and regional 
developments. Includes work on Southern and Eastern Europe, as well as on France and Germany.

Making a European Welfare State

Offering an introduction to the study of both British and comparative social policy, this book provides 
a unique approach to understanding the British welfare state through its wider international focus. The 
British experience is related to those of Hong Kong, Sweden, Germany and Ireland and is set in the 
context of policy issues within the European Community. Particular attention is paid to the interactions 
between family policies and issues of race and gender, and to the processes by which individuals or 
groups are given or denied access to full welfare citizenship. Individual chapters move easily between 
national and international levels in ways which highlight the richness and complexity of welfare regimes 
in different

Comparing Welfare States

This accessible, broad-ranging textbook provides a critical introduction to British and comparative social 
policy. Drawing on the comparative analysis of welfare regimes, the book show how the welfare systems 
of individual countries can only be understood thorugh exploring the wider global context. The chapters 
highlight the richness, complexity and dynamics of welfare regimes in different countries, while ar the 
same time considering shared features and trends. Comparing Welfare States provides a unique way 
into analysis of the British welfare state through its wider international focus. In this extensively revised 
second edition, the British case is related to the experiences of the United States of America, Swede

Comparing Welfare States

This book maps out the contours of the European 'social investment' strategy, both at the ideational 
level and in terms of the policies implemented throughout Europe. It will appeal to both social policy 
scholars and policy experts.

Towards a Social Investment Welfare State?

This book provides invaluable descriptions and comparative analyses of the now complex and highly 
varied arrangements for the care of children, disabled and older people in Europe, set within the context 



of changing labour markets and welfare systems. It includes analyses of the modernisation of informal 
care and new forms of informal care, topics often neglected in the literature. Issues of gender, family 
change, social integration and citizenship are all explored in a series of chapters that report on original 
empirical, cross-national research. All contributors are high-ranking experts involved in the COST A13 
Action Programme, funded by the European Union. Care and social integration in European societies 
is essential reading for social policy and sociology academics, particularly those who are interested 
in comparative policy analysis, gender, labour markets and families. It is also recommended reading 
for graduate level students in these fields and policy makers, for whom the book provides a unique 
resource on the latest European developments in this critical policy area.

Care and Social Integration in European Societies

. . . the book focuses on a very interesting and important. . . dimension of welfare analysis. . . the 
book provides a very rich and interesting range of analyses of the complex links between culture and 
welfare state. It deserves to be read both by advanced undergraduates and academics working in this 
area, and perhaps should also be read by policy-makers and politicians as a useful corrective to an 
overly economistic approach to welfare in the straitened years ahead. Rob Sykes, Social Policy and 
Administration The essays in this collection advance cultural analysis of the welfare state by describing 
the experiences of a large array of developed nations. . . Highly recommended. D. Stoesz, Choice 
Culture and Welfare State provides comparative studies on the interplay between cultural factors and 
welfare policies. Starting with an analysis of the historical and cultural foundations of Western European 
welfare states, reflected in the competing ideologies of liberalism, conservatism and socialism, the book 
goes on to compare the Western European welfare model to those in North America, Asia and Central 
and Eastern Europe. Comprehensive and engaging, this volume examines not only the relationships 
between cultural change and welfare restructuring, taking empirical evidence from policy reforms in 
contemporary Europe, but also the popular legitimacy of welfare, focusing particularly on the underlying 
values, beliefs and attitudes of people in European countries. This book will be of great interest to 
sociologists and political scientists, as well as social policy experts interested in a cultural perspective 
on the welfare state.

Culture and Welfare State

New Perspectives on the Welfare State offers an appraisal of comparative social policy and applies it to 
our current uncertainties concerning European communities and European-North American and East 
Asian relationships.

New Perspectives on the Welfare State in Europe

This edited collection uses democratic forums to study what people want from the welfare state in 
five European countries. The forum method yields new insights into how people frame social issues, 
their priorities and acceptable solutions. This is the first time democratic forums have been used as 
a research tool in this field. The contributors’ research show that most people recognize growing 
inequality, population ageing, paying for health care and pensions, social care and immigration as 
areas where the welfare state faces real challenges. The most striking findings are the high level of 
support across all countries for social investment, and the way justifications for this vary between 
welfare state regimes. The authors also explore key areas such as immigration and intergenerational 
differences. Attitudes, Aspirations and Welfare will be of interest to students and scholars across a 
range of disciplines including politics, social policy and sociology, as well as policy-makers.

Attitudes, Aspirations and Welfare

The book provides important findings on the link between institutions and in-work poverty. The volume 
makes a significant contribution to this strand of literature as evidence on cross-country differences is 
scarce. The combination of case studies and comparative quantitative investigations is an interesting 
approach. Annekatrin Niebuhr, Papers in Regional Science This data-rich book explores the causes of 
in-work poverty in Europe. . . The balanced provision of theoretical insights and strong empirical support 
will prove useful to poverty scholars and policymakers alike. Contemporary Sociology A book on in-work 
poverty could not be timelier. . . At a time when many of the working poor are likely to become the 
non-working poor this book is a must-read. Zoë Irving, Journal of Social Policy This volume represents 
a valuable contribution to debates on welfare states, public policy, poverty and social exclusion. It is an 
empirically rich and analytically robust comparative collection, highlighting the variations between and 



contradictions of in-work poverty across Europe. Patricia Kennett, University of Bristol, UK For a long 
time in-work poverty was not associated with European welfare states. Recently, the topic has gained 
relevance as welfare state retrenchment and international competition in globalized economies has put 
increasing pressures on individuals and families. This book provides explanations as to why in-work 
poverty is high in certain countries and low in others. Much of the present concern about the working 
poor has to do with recent changes in labour market policies in Europe. However, this book is not 
primarily about low pay. Instead, it questions whether gainful employment is sufficient to earn a living 
both for oneself and for one s family members. There are, however, great differences between European 
countries. This book argues that the incidence and structure of the working poor cannot be understood 
without a thorough understanding of each country s institutional context. This includes the system of 
wage-setting, the level of decommodification provided by the social security system and the structure 
of families and households. Combining cross-country studies with in-depth analyses from a national 
perspective, the book reveals that in-work poverty in Europe is a diverse, multi-faceted phenomenon 
occurring in equally diverse institutional, economic and socio-demographic settings. With its rich detail 
and conclusions, this genuinely comparative study will be of interest to academics and researchers of 
labour and welfare economics, social policy and European studies as well as to policy advisers.

The Working Poor in Europe

'This extensively revised edition of A Handbook of Comparative Social Policy provides up-to-date and 
valuable insights on key concepts and issues, such as globalization, crime, diversity, housing, child 
poverty, gender inequality, and social policy regimes. To write about these topics, editor Patricia Kennett 
has gathered an excellent team of researchers, who deal with both the developing and the advanced 
industrial world. Students of comparative social policy would benefit from engaging with this illuminating 
Handbook.' Daniel Béland, JohnsonShoyama Graduate School of Public Policy, Canada The current 
context of social policy is one in which many of the old certainties of the past have been eroded. 
The predominantly inward-looking, domestic preoccupation of social policy has made way for a more 
integrated, international and outward approach to analysis which looks beyond the boundaries of the 
state. It is in this context that this Handbook brings together the work of key commentators in the 
field of comparative analysis in order to provide comprehensive coverage of contemporary debates 
and issues in cross-national social policy research. Organized around five themes, this thoroughly 
revised and updated second edition explores the contextual, conceptual, analytical and processual 
aspects of undertaking comparative social research. The contributions highlight specific areas of 
comparative social policy including child poverty and well-being, patterns of housing provision and 
housing inequalities, and social protection in East Asia as well as crime and criminology in a global 
context. The authors of the Handbook explore continuing and emerging themes as well as issues which 
are of particular relevance to understanding the contemporary social world. International in scope, 
this authoritative Handbook presents original cutting-edge research from leading specialists and will 
become an indispensable source of reference for anyone interested in comparative and international 
social research. It will also prove a valuable study aid for undergraduate and postgraduate students 
from a range of disciplines including social policy, sociology, politics, urban studies and public policy.

A Handbook of Comparative Social Policy, Second Edition

Welfare state reform has been a focus of domestic policy making in many European countries in 
recent years. Representing almost a third of the EU population and two distinctive models of European 
welfare states, this book compares development in British and German social policy over the past 
25 years. During this time four periods of conservative governments were followed by centre-left 
administrations in both countries. Moreover, the respective economic and social positions of the two 
countries have been reversed. Adverse socio-economic developments have contributed to the waning 
of the erstwhile appeal of Germany as a role model of welfare capitalism. By contrast, the UK is seen 
by some as being on its way to gaining such a position. These trends provide an analytically intriguing 
background for a systematic contextualized comparison of reform processes in the two welfare states. 
Concentrating on three core domains of social policy, the book argues that unemployment support 
and public pension programmes have been subjected to retrenchment, as well as to restructuring. By 
contrast, family policies have been extended in both countries. However, patterns of retrenchment and 
restructuring differ across countries and programmes. In order to explain similarities and variations, 
the book emphasizes the relevance of three sets of factors: shifts in party policy preferences and 
power relations, three institutional variables, and contingent factors impinging on policy direction and 
profiles. Within pension policy, the relevance of different institutional characteristics and the respective 



balance between private and public forms of retirement suggest that the concept of 'path dependence' 
is particularly instructive. By contrast, differences in programme structures and their role within national 
political economies prove to be most relevant for the understanding of changes in unemployment 
support policy. Less institutionally embedded and expanding, the trajectories of family policies have 
to be seen in the context of dynamic party policy preferences.

Reforming European Welfare States

Published ten years after the first edition, this new Handbook offers topical, and comprehensive infor-
mation on the welfare systems of all 28 EU member states and their recent reforms, giving the reader 
an invaluable introduction and basis for comparative welfare research. Additional chapters provide 
detailed information on EU social policy, as well as comparative analyses of European welfare systems 
and their reform pathways. For this second edition, all chapters have been updated and substantially 
revised, and Croatia additionally included. The second edition of this Handbook is most timely, given the 
often-fundamental welfare state transformations against the background of the financial and economic 
crises, transforming social policy ideas, as well as political shifts in a number of European countries. 
The book sets out to analyse these new developments when it comes to social policy. In the first 
part, all country chapters provide systematic and comparable information on the foundations of the 
different national welfare systems and their characteristics. In the second part, using a joint conceptual 
foundation, they focus on policy changes (especially of the last two decades) in different social policy 
areas, including old-age, labour market, family, healthcare, and social assistance policies. As the 
comparative chapters conclude, European welfare system landscapes have been in constant motion 
in the last two decades. While austerity is not to be seen on the aggregate level, the in-depth country 
studies show that all policy sectors have been characterised by different reform directions and ideas. 
The findings not only reveal both change and continuity, but also policy reversal as a distinct type that 
characterises social policy reform. The book provides a rich resource to the international welfare state 
research community, and is also useful for social policy teaching.

Routledge Handbook of European Welfare Systems

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of social work find reliable 
sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form 
or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data 
sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides 
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and 
editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will 
discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important 
publications on various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In social work, as in other disciplines, 
researchers at all levels are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been 
created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static 
version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Social Work, a dynamic, continuously updated, 
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials 
relevant to the study and practice of social work. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject 
disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

Welfare State Theory: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide

This Handbook will comprise of 29 original pieces from key contributors to the field of European social 
policy. It is intended to capture the ‘state of the art’ in European social policy and to generate and 
contribute to debates on the the future of European social policy in the 21st Century. It will be a 
comprehensive and authoritative resource for research and teaching covering themes and policy areas 
including social exclusion, pensions, education, children and family, as well as mobility and migration, 
multiculturalism, and climate change.

Handbook of European Social Policy

Welfare reforms in post-communist countries are determined by economic and social hardship, de-
mocratization of the political systems and rapid structural change. This groundbreaking book pro-
vides a comprehensive and systematic empirical assessment of the Central and Eastern European 
post-communist welfare states in the context of their Western European counterparts. Basing the study 
on new data on welfare entitlements and cluster analysis, Kati Kuitto systematically compares 26 



European welfare states across three empirical dimensions. The author employs a multidimensional 
framework to analyze patterns of welfare policies and highlight spending priorities, financing and the 
generosity of welfare entitlements. Kati Kuitto thus sheds light on the hybrid patterns of welfare policies 
in post-communist countries as they have emerged after the period of transformation and discusses 
their future challenges. Unique and comprehensive, this is essential reading for researchers in the fields 
of comparative welfare state research and Central and Eastern European studies, as well as students 
and practitioners of social policy, social security and political economy.

Post-Communist Welfare States in European Context

Changing Welfare States is is a major new examination of the wave of social reform that has swept 
across Europe over the past two decades. In a comparative fashion, it analyses reform trajectories and 
political destinations in an era of rapid socioeconomic restructuring, including the critical impact of the 
global financial crisis on welfare state futures. The book argues that the overall scope of social reform 
across the member states of the European Union varies widely. In some cases welfare state change 
has been accompanied by deep social conflicts, while in other instances unpopular social reforms 
received broad consent from opposition parties, trade unions and employer organizations. The analysis 
reveals trajectories of welfare reform in many countries that are more proactive and reconstructive 
than is often argued in academic research and the media. Alongside retrenchments, there have been 
deliberate attempts - often given impetus by intensified European (economic) integration - to rebuild 
social programs and institutions and thereby accommodate welfare policy repertoires to the new 
economic and social realities of the 21st century. Welfare state change is work in progress, leading to 
patchwork mixes of old and new policies and institutions, on the lookout, perhaps, for greater coherence. 
Unsurprisingly, that search process remains incomplete, resulting from the institutionally bounded and 
contingent adaptation to the challenges of economic globalization, fiscal austerity, family and gender 
change, adverse demography, and changing political cleavages.

Changing Welfare States

There is a need to understand the Italian welfare state, but as yet it has received little academic 
research attention. The Italian Welfare State in a European Perspective is the first book to explore 
the evolution of Italy's welfare state in the decades since the ‘Trente Glorieuses’ (1945–75). It offers 
a rare overview and analysis of the Italian situation based on an in-depth study of the main social 
policy fields (including education, higher education and taxation policies), a detailed analysis of the 
connection between policies and their outputs/outcomes and a comparative perspective framing the 
Italian case within the European context. This is the first English-language book to take a comparative 
look at the Italian welfare state as a whole since the 2008 economic crisis, It will be a valuable resource 
for academics and researchers, as well as students.

The Italian welfare state in a European perspective

In this first analytical monograph on the subject, George Katrougalos and Gabriella Lazaridis examine 
the social welfare state of the main four Southern European countries, Spain, Italy, Portugal and 
Greece. They conduct an overall system analysis of the welfare state in Southern Europe which 
challenges the prevalent Ferrera model. Additionally, they present a detailed outlook of policies adopted 
in the fields of employment, migration, health, social security, pensions and gender-family issues.

Southern European Welfare States

By explaining the path of extrication from state socialism, this book clarifies the patterns of the 
welfare state's transformation in Central and Eastern Europe. It identifies the emergence of a peculiar 
Eastern European welfare regime through the fusionof pre-communist, communist and post-communist 
features.

Social Policy in Central and Eastern Europe

The future European system of social security and welfare is in need of a new perspective. Invigorating 
and informative, this book contributes to developing this new form of 'social exclusion knowledge' thanks 
to its conceptual and theoretical framework and its comparative empirical studies in eight European 
cities between Bologna and Stockholm.



Welfare Policy from Below

1534.2.41

Equiwelfare and social innovation. An European perspective

The ’Golden Age' of the welfare state in Europe was characterised by a strengthening of social rights 
as citizens became increasingly protected through the collective provision of income security and 
social services. The oil crisis, inflation and high unemployment of the 1970s largely saw the end of 
welfare expansion with critical voices claiming the welfare state had created an unbalanced focus on 
the social rights of individuals, above their responsibilities as citizens. During the 1980s many western 
countries developed contractual modes of thinking and regulation within welfare policy. Contractualism 
has proved a significant organising principle for public reforms in general, and for social policy reforms 
in particular as it embraces both a way of justifying certain welfare policies and of constructing 
specific socio-legal policy instruments. Engaging with both the critique of the welfare state and the 
subsequent policy responses, expert contributors in this book examine contractualism as a discourse, 
comprising principles and justifying ideas, and as a legal and social practice. Covering the international 
debate on conditionality they discuss European experiences with active social citizenship ideas and 
contractualism providing individual case studies and comparisons from a wide range of European 
countries.

New Contractualism in European Welfare State Policies

The sustainability and architecture of today's European welfare states and social security systems are 
under pressure. In addition to general trends such as individualization, ageing, and migration, the very 
process of European integration and globalization drives welfare states to reform. In this collection of 
essays five leading foreign welfare state experts reflect on the nature of the Dutch welfare state in a 
changing Europe. Comparative commentary from abroad provides policy wisdom as well as illuminating 
asides about national debates. These reflections from experts of neighboring countries (Germany, 
France, the United Kingdom, and Belgium) and the United States focus on various aspects of the Dutch 
welfare state, such as social security, labor market policy, health care, and immigration, and carry the 
intellectual discussion of a pressing political issue across borders. In this way the book contributes to 
the political debate on the future of the welfare state in the European context. It offers an interesting and 
provoking mosaic of the Dutch welfare state during the past two decades. At the same time, it reveals 
the important questions and dilemmas the Netherlands will have to cope with in the years to come. The 
observations and insights enrich the debate about the future of social policy in the Netherlands and in 
the European Union as a whole.

Dutch Welfare Reform in an Expanding Europe

This is a major contribution to our understanding of European integration. It analyzes for the first time, 
in a highly systematic fashion, European integration as transnational political society formation in a 
common political space. Four conceptual chapters discuss different approaches to studying European 
‘transnationalization’ including networks and socialization. Six empirical chapters provide in-depth 
studies of different aspects of this process and policy fields ranging from European party networks 
and university collaboration to informal economic governance in the Eurozone and police collaboration 
across borders. This book redresses the excessive concentration in EU research on supranational 
policy-making and inter-state bargaining. It will be of great interest to political scientists as well as 
contemporary historians, sociologists and lawyers.

The Territorial Politics of Welfare

As welfare states grow up, they begin to think more carefully about their future. Jane Lewis is showing 
them how best to do so. This stellar collection of articles by top European scholars combines creative 
thinking about the new social investment state with impressive empirical research on specific forms of 
public support for family work. Nancy Folbre, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, US The nature 
of the relationship between children, parents and the state has been central to the growth of the 
modern welfare state and has long been a problem for western liberal democracies. Welfare states 
have undergone profound restructuring over the past two decades and families also have changed, 
in terms of their form and the nature of the contributions that men and women make to them. More 
attention is being paid to children by policymakers, but often because of their importance as future 



citizen workers . The book explores the implications of changes to the welfare state for children in 
a range of countries. Children, Changing Families and Welfare States: examines the implications of 
social policies for children sets the discussion in the broader context of both family change and welfare 
state change, exploring the nature of the policy debate that has allowed the welfare of the child to 
come to the fore tackles policies to do with both the care and financial support of children looks at the 
household level and how children fare when both adult men and women must seek to combine paid 
and unpaid work, and what support is offered by welfare states endeavours to provide a comparative 
perspective on these issues. The contributors have written a book that will be warmly welcomed by 
scholars and researchers of social policy, social work and sociology and students at both the advanced 
undergraduate and post-graduate level.

Children, Changing Families and Welfare States

This book examines how and to what extent the European Employment Strategy and the Open Method 
of Coordination (OMC) on Social Protection and Social Inclusion have influenced national labour 
market and social welfare policies. Focusing on the implementation of the OMC in different national 
environments, this book examines how the proposals and targets of the OMC are interpreted and 
implemented within the context of existing national employment and welfare regimes. At a theoretical 
level and on the basis of national case studies, the book considers how OMC objectives, guidelines, 
targets, and recommendations may reshape the domestic institutional framework, how learning and 
participation of governmental bodies are organized across different hierarchical levels, and how 
non-state actors may be involved in the formulation and implementation of national reform plans. 
The authors conclude that the OMC has contributed significantly to both substantive and procedural 
reforms, in spite of the many institutional barriers to Europeanization in this policy area. Featuring 
comparative case studies across a number of European states, this book will be of interest to students 
and scholars of sociology, political science, public policy, and international relations.

Changing European Employment and Welfare Regimes

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 10 of 10


