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Assisted Suicide

There is no constitutional right to physician-assisted suicide says the U.S. Supreme Court. Most states
have laws against it, but states can also allow it, as Oregon has done; others are considering legaliza-
tion. Still very little guidance has been offered about its practice. Assisted Suicide: Finding Common
Ground fills that void. A diverse group of experts--some for, some against--provide a framework for
thinking about what assisted suicide, particularly physician-assisted suicide, is and how its legalized
practice might be guided. The book does not take a position on the continuing debate about the
morality or wisdom of legalizing assisted suicide. But physician-assisted suicide is now taking place,
and the more pressing concerns are those pertaining to its implementation. Editors Lois Snyder and
Art Caplan attempt to find common ground on those real-world concerns. Among the questions asked
and answered are: What is assisted suicide? Is physician-assisted suicide different from refusal of
treatment? Are there alternatives to assisted suicide? How useful are currently available guidelines
for physician-assisted suicide? Who should have access to what? Does assisted suicide necessarily
mean physician-assisted suicide? Can the practice be effectively and meaningfully regulated? How
should physicians respond to requests for assisted suicide? Assisted suicide is one of the most ethically
challenging issues in medicine and bioethics, defining who we are and want to be as individuals

and as a society. This book takes a hard look at alternatives to the practice, the implications for the
patient-physician relationship, who should write guidelines, and how to regulate physician-assisted
suicide and establish safeguards so that it is voluntary and an option of last resort.

Physician-assisted Suicide

Whether competent, terminally ill patients have a right to die with the assistance of their physicians
or whether state and national governments have legitimate interests in forbidding the exercise of this
right are the central questions around which this book revolves. In either case, essential constitutional
issues as well as ethical and medical reflections enter the debate. This book, blending original sources
and expert commentary, prepares its readers to enter the discussion by providing an accessible and
concise introduction to the law and politics of physician-assisted suicide. Its timely appearance also sets
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the stage for understanding future state referenda, court decisions, legislation, and executive orders
expected in 2002 and beyond. Visit our website for sample chapters!

Physician-Assisted Death

The question of whether and under what circumstances terminally ill patients should be able to access
life-ending medications with the aid of a physician is receiving increasing attention as a matter of
public opinion and of public policy. Ethicists, clinicians, patients, and their families debate whether
physician-assisted death ought to be a legal option for patients. While public opinion is divided and
public policy debates include moral, ethical, and policy considerations, a demand for physician-assisted
death persists among some patients, and the inconsistent legal terrain leaves a number of questions
and challenges for health care providers to navigate when presented with patients considering or
requesting physician-assisted death. To discuss what is known and not known empirically about

the practice of physician-assisted death, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine convened a 2-day workshop in Washington, DC, on February 124€"13, 2018. This publication
summarizes the presentations and discussions from the workshop.

Physician Assisted Suicide

Physician Assisted Suicide is a cross-disciplinary collection of essays from philosophers, physicians,
theologians, social scientists, lawyers and economists. As the first book to consider the implications of
the Supreme Court decisions in Washington v. Glucksburg and Vacco v. Quill concerning physician-as-
sisted suicide from a variety of perspectives, this collection advances informed, reflective, vigorous
public debate.

Media Portrayal of Terminally Il Patients' Right to Die

Seminar paper from the year 2014 in the subject Communications - Mass Media, grade: 88%,
Communication University of China (Institute of Communication Stuides), course: International Com-
munication, language: English, abstract: For many people, it is of paramount importance that life is
preserved in every sense of the word. But for terminally ill patients, life seems hopeless to the point
where death becomes their only way out of suffering and excruciating pain. This paper identifies two
terminally ill patients’ cases and their pursuit to fight for their right-to-die. To identify their cases, this
paper examines literature on physician assisted suicide and active euthanasia coupled with the news
articles. This examination indicates that there are vast distinctions between the two methods terminally
patients can use to die. These methods, arguments for and against, and the media representation of
both patients’ cases are the central platforms of this paper. | hypothesized that the media portrayal of
terminally ill patients’ right to physician assisted suicide or voluntary active euthanasia is positive and
this portrayal is geared towards support for those patients’ right-to-die. This hypothesis hinges on media
articles on Brittany Maynard and Grace Sung Eun Lee cases as portrayed in online news sources.

Assisted Suicide

Public policy surrounding the hotly debated issue of physician-assisted suicide is examined in detalil.
You'll find an analysis of the current legal standing and practice of physician-assisted suicide in
several countries. Authors discuss the ethical principles underlying its legal and professional regulation.
Personal narratives provide important first-hand accounts from professionals who have been involved
in end-of-life issues for many years.

Giving Death a Helping Hand

First published in 1997. Nina Clark offers a pithy and valuable record of the political battles so far over
voluntary, medically-hastened death. The purpose of the study is to examine the different ways in which
the American political system has responded to the issue of patient autonomy; to explore its viability as
an object of direct democracy; and to study the political activity and attitudes of individuals in relation
to physician assisted suicide, particularly the elderly.



The Politics of Physician Assisted Suicide

An examination of the dying process as it is experienced in painful and debilitating diseases from the
point of view of the sufferers and their families. The author considers the idea of assisted suicides, and
also reflects on religious, moral and legal issues involved in someone's death.

A Time to Die
The Bill was published as HLB 4 session 2004-05 (ISBN 0108418839).

Assisted Dying for the Terminally Il Bill (HL)

Physician assisted suicide occurs when a terminally ill patient takes the decision to end their life with
the help of their doctor. It is a scenario which both frightens people and inflames moral passions. In
this courageous and informative book the authors argue clearly and forcefully for the legalization of
physician assisted suicide. They say medical advances will mean more and more terminally ill people
find themselves kept alive against their wishes; the autonomy of the patient must be the deciding factor;
physicians are best placed to provide the means for suicide; it is already happening in Britain anyway.

The Case for Physician Assisted Suicide

Seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject Medicine - Medical Frontiers and Special Areas,
Egerton University, language: English, abstract: Physician assisted suicide has become one of the
most contentious ethical issues in the United States of America. The current debate over whether
euthanasia (physician-assisted suicide) should be legalized or not has evoked unprecedented contro-
versy in the society because in this practice seems to encompass some ethical problems. Interestingly,
physician-assisted suicide seem to have been used as a useful medical approach over a long time,
even before the emergence of the controversial debate that seems to be assuming divergent directions
day-by-day. It is also amusing to learn that those who are involved in the physician-assisted debate
are not the beneficiaries of the practice. Initially, the precepts of the physician-assisted suicide imply
that a terminally ill individual can request for a painless termination of his or her life, solely out of the
individual's wishes. In addition, relatives to the ailing individual can request for the termination of the
life of their loved one to avoid unnecessary agony and suffering. Moreover, the decision to terminate
the life of a terminally ill individual can be made by the physicians depending with the severity of the
disease condition. All these precepts agree with the terms of euthanasia, which defines it as “easy
death” according to the Greeks who called it euthanatos. Physician-assisted suicide issue has turned
out to be an ethical dilemma among the U.S population because; there is no universal explanation
which is provided by the popularly known normative theories. These theories address the issue of
physician-assisted suicide from diverse perspectives, leading to the observed ethical conflict. The other
aspect of the physician-assisted suicide lies within the medical ethics. Physicians seem to be tied up
by the medical ethics especially through the Hippocratic Oath, and yet they are ought to facilitate the
practice. Therefore, this critical paper discusses euthanasia and its ethics.

Ethics of Physician Assisted Suicide

The majority of doctors and nurses involved in specialist palliative care reject the legalisation of
physician assisted suicide (PAS). This book explores the reasons why the healthcare professionals who
have the most experience of caring for dying patients should object to a change in the law. Debate about
euthanasia and PAS often arises in response to a well publicised tragic case of unrelieved suffering.
Such heart rending stories do not reflect the fact that the majority of people dying have a dignified
death. There is a marked disparity between medical intuitions and the philosophers' arguments about
euthanasia and PAS. It seems that part of the moral constitution of a doctor is a commitment not to
intend the death of a patient and to protect them from harm. The perspective of those who are privileged
to care for thousands of dying patients and their families should inform the debate about PAS.This book
will enable those who are not working within palliative care to gain an insight into the scope of this
speciality and to understand why legalisation of PAS should be resisted to maintain and improve care
of dying patients.

Against Physician Assisted Suicide



Provides an overview of the topic, a chronology of important events, an annotated bibliography, and
other resources for conducting further research.

Physician-assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

Annotation Few issues are as volatile or misunderstood as physician-assisted suicide and euthanasia.
In The Case against Assisted Suicide: For the Right to End-of-Life Care, Drs. Foley and Hendin unravel
why such principles as patient autonomy, compassion, and ratio.

The Case Against Assisted Suicide

This volume uses metaphoric analysis to explore the rhetorical aspects of the debate as represented
in the published works of three physicians with opposing views: Dr C. Everett Koop; Dr Jack Kevorkian,
and Dr Timothy Quill. After examining the texts, the author invents a hybrid metaphorical concept
which can serve as a rhetorical bridge for participants in the debate. Once this metaphorical means of
communication is in place, the necessary exloration of ethical systems can occur.

Physician-assisted Suicide

This is a book about a controversial issue—whether doctors should be licensed by law to supply lethal
drugs to terminally ill patients. It is written primarily for those who want to find a path through the thickets
of a subject that transcends many fields of expertise. The authors have considerable experience of the
matters about which they write, involving both research and hands-on medical care of dying people.
They are not neutral about ‘assisted dying’: they are not convinced that the law is in need of change.
However, the book employs an evidence-based approach and brings much-needed clarity to such
complex issues as how the existing law works, how medical practice operates at the end of life, and
what has been the experience of jurisdictions that have gone down the ‘assisted dying’ road. Above all,
the book shows respect for the views of others who may judge the evidence differently.

Metaphoric Analysis of the Debate on Physician Assisted Suicide

Physician-Assisted Suicide: What are the Issues? offers a detailed discussion of recent supreme court
rulings that have had an impact on the contemporary debate in the United States and elsewhere over
physician-assisted suicide. Two rulings by the U.S. Supreme Court have altered the contemporary
debate on physician-assisted suicide: Washington v. Glucksberg (1997) and Vacco v. Quill (1997). In
these cases, the Supreme Court ruled that state laws could prohibit assisted suicide and, therefore,
physician-assisted suicide. These rulings mark the apex of over two decades of unprecedented litigation
regarding end-of-life care and signal the beginning of a new clinical, ethical, and legal debate over the
extent of an individual's rights to control the timing, manner, and means of his/her death. The debate
over suicide and assisting suicide is ancient and contentious and intertwined with questions about
the permissibility of voluntary active euthanasia or mercy killing. Responses to these issues can be
divided into those who defend physician-assisted suicide and many of these other activities and those
who object. But those who object may do so on principled grounds in that they regard these activities
as wrong in all cases, or non-principled, in that they believe there are more prudent, less disruptive or
more efficient policies. The authors in this book sort out these responses and look at the assumptions
underlying them. Several of these authors give startling new interpretations that a culture gap, deeper
and wider than that in the abortion debate, exists.

Death by Appointment

The "California Compassionate Choices Act," AB 374, is inching its way into the voter's booth. Are you
ready to vote for or against physician-assisted suicide? California is not the only state facing this issue,
and as a responsible citizen you will not be able to escape taking a position on this important social and
personal moral question. This collection of essays was gleaned from the Jack W. Provonsha Lecture
Series on physician-assisted suicide. Representing a variety of religious perspectives, the speakers
address this topic in the hope that you will be more informed and better able to face this issue.

Physician-Assisted Suicide: What are the Issues?

Physician-Assisted Death is the eleventh volume of Biomedical Ethics Reviews. We, the editors, are
pleased with the response to the series over the years and, as a result, are happy to continue into
a second decade with the same general purpose and zeal. As in the past, contributors to projected



volumes have been asked to summarize the nature of the literature, the prevailing attitudes and
arguments, and then to advance the discussion in some way by staking out and arguing forcefully for
some basic position on the topic targeted for discussion. For the present volume on Physician-Assisted
Death, we felt it wise to enlist the services of a guest editor, Dr. Gregg A. Kasting, a practicing physician
with extensive clinical knowledge of the various problems and issues encountered in discussing
physician assisted death. Dr. Kasting is also our student and just completing a graduate degree in
philosophy with a specialty in biomedical ethics here at Georgia State University. Apart from a keen
interest in the topic, Dr. Kasting has published good work in the area and has, in our opinion, done an
excellent job in taking on the lion's share of editing this well-balanced and probing set of essays. We
hope you will agree that this volume significantly advances the level of discussion on physician-assisted
euthanasia. Incidentally, we wish to note that the essays in this volume were all finished and committed
to press by January 1993.

Physician-assisted Suicide

"The book is extremely well balanced: in each section there is usually an argument for and against
the positions raised. It is a useful and well-thought-out text. It will make people think and discuss the
problems raised, which | think is the editor's main purpose.” -- Journal of Medical Ethics "... a volume
that is to be commended for the clarity of its contributions, and for the depth it gains from its narrow
focus. In places, this is a deeply moving, as well as closely argued, book." -- Times Literary Supplement
"This work is an excellent historical and philosophical resource on a very difficult subject.” -- Choice
"This collection of well-written and carefully argued essays should be interesting, illuminating, and
thought provoking for students, clinicians, and scholars.” -- New England Journal of Medicine "This
book is highly recommended..." -- Pharmacy Book Review "This is a well-balanced collection and the
essays are of uniformly good quality.... very readable.... should be useful to anyone interested in this
topic.” -- Doody's Health Sciences Book Review Home Page "Physician-Assisted Suicide continues
in the fine tradition of the Medical Ethics series published by Indiana University Press. Chapters

are authored by outstanding scholars from both sides of the debate, providing a balanced, in-depth
exploration of physician-assisted suicide along clinical, ethical, historical, and public policy dimensions.
It is important reading for those who want to better understand the complex, multilayered issues that
underlie this emotionally-laden topic.” -- Timothy Quill, M.D. "Robert Weir has produced the finest
collection of essays on physician assisted dying yet assembled in one volume. Physician assisted
dying involves ethical and legal issues of enormous complexity. The deep strength of this anthology
is its multi-disciplinary approach, which insightfully brings to bear interpretations from history, moral
philosophy, religion, clinical practice, and law. This is a subject, much like abortion, that has divided
America. This volume provides balanced scholarship that will help inform opinions from the hospital and
hospice bedside to the halls of federal and state legislatures and courtrooms." -- Lawrence O. Gostin,
Co-Director, Georgetown/Johns Hopkins Program on Law and Public Health "This book is a timely and
valuable contribution to the debate. Highly recommended for academic collections.” -- Library Journal
These essays shed light and perspective on today's hotly contested issue of physician-assisted suicide.
The authors were selected not only because of their experience and scholarship, but also because they
provide readers with differing points of view on this complex subject -- and a potential moral quandary
for us all.

Physician-Assisted Death

Addressing the subject of euthanasia, medical ethicist Dr. Linda Emanuel assembles testimony from
leading experts to provide not only a clear account of the arguments for and against physician-assisted
suicide and euthanasia--but also historical, empirical, and legal perspectives on this complex and often
heart-rending issue.

Physician-Assisted Suicide
A Cry for Help?

Physician-assisted Suicide and Euthanasia in the Netherlands

Seminar paper from the year 2007 in the subject American Studies - Culture and Applied Geography,
grade: 1,7, University of Freiburg, course: American Society, language: English, abstract: Physician-as-
sisted suicide has been and still is a major issue in American society. Questions whether a physician
should be able to help a terminally-ill patient to commit suicide by prescribing him lethal medications



and if such an act is morally justifiable have long split the population. The first real discussions started
in 1828 when the first American statute was passed in New York which explicitly made assisted suicide
illegal. Many other states followed this example and legally the issue was settled at that time.

When Death is Sought

In this volume, a distinguished group of physicians, ethicists, lawyers, and activists come together

to present the case for the legalization of physician-assisted dying, for terminally ill patients who
voluntarily request it. To counter the arguments and assumptions of those opposed to legalization of
assisted suicide, the contributors examine ethical arguments concerning self-determination and the
relief of suffering; analyze empirical data from Oregon and the Netherlands; describe their personal
experiences as physicians, family members, and patients; assess the legal and ethical responsibilities
of the physician; and discuss the role of pain, depression, faith, and dignity in this decision. Together,
the essays in this volume present strong arguments for the ethical acceptance and legal recognition
of the practice of physician-assisted dying as a last resort -- not as an alternative to excellent palliative
care but as an important possibility for patients who seek it.

Regulating how We Die

Physician Assisted Suicide is a cross-disciplinary collection of essays from philosophers, physicians,
theologians, social scientists, lawyers and economists. As the first book to consider the implications of
the Supreme Court decisions in Washington v. Glucksburg and Vacco v. Quill concerning physician-as-
sisted suicide from a variety of perspectives, this collection advances informed, reflective, vigorous
public debate.

Euthanasia and Physician-Assisted Suicide

Advocates of physician-assisted suicide insist that terminally ill individuals should have the right to
choose when to end their suffering. Opponents respond that if the practice becomes acceptable,
society will pressure patients into choosing death instead of providing them with quality end-of-life care.
This insightful anthology examines the debate over whether medical personnel should be involved in
hastening the death of the terminally ill.

Physician-assisted suicide in the United States

This important book includes a compelling selection of original essays on euthanasia and associated
legislative and health care issues, together with important background material for understanding and
assessing the arguments of these essays. The book explores a central strand in the debate over
medically assisted death, the so called "slippery slope" argument. The focus of the book is on one
particularly important aspect of the downward slope of this argument: hastening the death of those
individuals who appear to be suffering greatly from their medical condition but are unable to request
that we do anything about that suffering because of their diminished mental capacities. Slippery slope
concerns have been raised in many countries, including Britain, the Netherlands, Canada, and the
United States. This book concentrates most of its attention on the latter two countries. Stingl divides
the book into four parts. Part | lays out the relevant public policies in the form of legal judgments,
making them the philosophical point of departure for readers. Part Il discusses the ever-present slippery
slope objection to assisted suicide and other forms of euthanasia. Parts Ill and IV examine the role

of social factors and political structures in determining the morality and legalization of voluntary and
non-voluntary euthanasia. These sections are especially valuable. The inclusion of a selection of papers
on the relationship between the morality and legality of euthanasia and systems of health care delivery
is of particular interest, especially to those who want to make statistical, legal and moral comparisons
between the USA and Canada.

Physician-Assisted Dying

Featuring moving accounts of terminally ill people who have faced the choice of ending their own lives,
this book adds a profound human dimension to the debate over assisted suicide



Physician Assisted Suicide

This book examines varying viewpoints on the legal, moral, and medical implications of physician-as-
sisted suicide.

Physician-assisted Suicide

Unlike Nazi medical experiments, euthanasia during the Third Reich is barely studied or taught. Often,
even asking whether euthanasia during the Third Reich is relevant to contemporary debates about
physician-assisted suicide (PAS) and euthanasia is dismissed as inflammatory. Physician-Assisted
Suicide and Euthanasia: Before, During, and After the Holocaust explores the history of euthanasia
before and during the Third Reich in depth and demonstrate how Nazi physicians incorporated
mainstream Western philosophy, eugenics, population medicine, prevention, and other medical ideas
into their ideology. This book reveals that euthanasia was neither forced upon physicians nor wantonly
practiced by a few fanatics, but widely embraced by Western medicine before being sanctioned by
the Nazis. Contributors then reflect on the significance of this history for contemporary debates about
PAS and euthanasia. While they take different views regarding these practices, almost all agree that
there are continuities between the beliefs that the Nazis used to justify euthanasia and the ideology
that undergirds present-day PAS and euthanasia. This conclusion leads our scholars to argue that
the history of Nazi medicine should make society wary about legalizing PAS or euthanasia and urge
caution where it has been legalized.

The Price of Compassion

The Bill was published as HLB 4, session 2004-05 (ISBN 01084188390). This volume contains a
selection of the 14,000 personal letters and other submissions received by the Committee with regards
to their inquiry into the BiIll.

A Chosen Death

The Dutch experience with euthanasia is valuable for all cultures embroiled in debates about its morality.
In the Netherlands, doctors can openly and intentionally end the life of their patients. This practice
inescapably influences the practice of medicine everywhere in the world. Yet for a country yielding

so much power in shaping our thoughts and policies, it is especially dangerous to neglect its own
struggles with euthanasia. The arguments, laws, and policy adjustments should not be overlooked

or misunderstood. Without an adequate portrait of the internal Dutch debate, including public and
professional arguments as well as intensely personal stories - as set forth in Asking to Die - the valuable
lessons from the Netherlands will be lost for other countries. This book therefore differs from other
published books on euthanasia in that it addresses the debate, as it is currently formulated, among
Dutch physicians, policy-makers, academics, lawyers, and bioethicists, as well as families, and it does
S0 using academic papers as well as personal experiences.

Physician-assisted Suicide

"This paper reviews developments in jurisdictions that already permit physician-assisted suicide or
euthanasia (or both) in certain contexts, as well as what is happening in the United Kingdom, where
there have been a number of developments in this area of the law in recent years. An appendix at the
end of this paper provides an overview, in table format, of the current legal status of euthanasia and
assisted suicide in jurisdictions that have relevant legislation in place"--Introduction, page 1

Moral and Legal Issues Surrounding Terminal Sedation and Physician Assisted Suicide

Dying Right provides an overview of the Death With Dignity movement, a history of how and why
Oregon legalized physician-assisted suicide, and an analysis of the future of physician-assisted suicide.
Engaging the question of how to balance a patient's sense about the right way to die, a physician's role
as a healer, and the state's interest in preventing killing, Dying Right captures the ethical, legal, moral,
and medical complexities involved in this ongoing debate.

Physician-Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia

Polemic Paper from the year 2018 in the subject Medicine - Medical Frontiers and Special Areas,
grade: 1, Egerton University, language: English, abstract: This paper will provide a critical analysis of



palliative seduction, especially with regard to ethical decision making in physician-assisted suicide.

It is evident that nurses play pivotal roles in the implementation of palliative seduction. Arevalo et

al (2013) state “that nurses are important participants in the different phases of implementation of
palliative sedation; starting with the day-to-day care of terminally ill patients and their relatives” (p.
618). Palliative seduction has become one of the most contentious ethical issues in the United States
of America. Consequently, ethical decision making has also become one of the most challenging
issues to baccalaureate prepared nurses and society at large. Nurses experience immense challenges
while caring for patients in palliative care, especially in making end-of-life decisions. Fernandes and
Moreira (2012) reaffirm the challenges faced by nurses in ethical decision making by stating that nurses
“consider that end-of-life decisions, privacy, interaction between nurse/patient and/or family, team work,
and access to care arise in their daily life” (p. 81). This is, probably the principal reason as to why
current debate over whether palliative seduction in physician-assisted suicide should be legalized or not
has evoked unprecedented controversy in the society. From a critical approach, the issue of palliative
seduction has been complicated by the doctrine of double effect. However, this doctrine does not have
legal, empirical and ethical relevance.

Assisted Dying for the Terminally 11l Bill (HL)

Asking to Die: Inside the Dutch Debate about Euthanasia
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