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This research investigates the probability distribution of maintenance costs for systems affected by 
Gamma process degradation. It provides a crucial finite-time solution, offering insights for optimizing 
maintenance strategies and improving system reliability.
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Issues in Engineering Research and Application: 2013 Edition

Issues in Engineering Research and Application: 2013 Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™ book that 
delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information about Noise Control Engineering. The 
editors have built Issues in Engineering Research and Application: 2013 Edition on the vast information 
databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the information about Noise Control Engineering in 
this book to be deeper than what you can access anywhere else, as well as consistently reliable, 
authoritative, informed, and relevant. The content of Issues in Engineering Research and Application: 
2013 Edition has been produced by the world’s leading scientists, engineers, analysts, research 
institutions, and companies. All of the content is from peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written, 
assembled, and edited by the editors at ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us. You now 
have a source you can cite with authority, confidence, and credibility. More information is available at 
http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.

Marine Structures

Structural mechanics is an important field of engineering. The main goal of structural mechanics 
is to ensure that structures are safe and durable so that catastrophic situations can be prevented, 
which can otherwise cause loss of life, environmental pollution and financial losses. Depending on 
the uses of the structure and the conditions that the structure is subjected to, special treatment may 
be required for the analysis. Specifically, marine structures are subjected to harsh environmental 
conditions due to the marine environment, which can cause several different damage mechanisms 
including fatigue and corrosion. This book on “Marine structures” considers a wide range of areas 
related to marine structures and provides a compilation of numerical and experimental studies related 
to “Marine structures” research.

Smart Intelligent Aircraft Structures (SARISTU)

The book includes the research papers presented in the final conference of the EU funded SARISTU 
(Smart Intelligent Aircraft Structures) project, held at Moscow, Russia between 19-21 of May 2015. 
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The SARISTU project, which was launched in September 2011, developed and tested a variety of 
individual applications as well as their combinations. With a strong focus on actual physical integra-
tion and subsequent material and structural testing, SARISTU has been responsible for important 
progress on the route to industrialization of structure integrated functionalities such as Conformal 
Morphing, Structural Health Monitoring and Nanocomposites. The gap- and edge-free deformation 
of aerodynamic surfaces known as conformal morphing has gained previously unrealized capabilities 
such as inherent de-icing, erosion protection and lightning strike protection, while at the same time 
the technological risk has been greatly reduced. Individual structural health monitoring techniques can 
now be applied at the part-manufacturing level rather than via extending an aircraft’s time in the final 
assembly line. And nanocomposites no longer lose their improved properties when trying to upscale 
from neat resin testing to full laminate testing at element level. As such, this book familiarizes the reader 
with the most significant develo pments, achievements and key technological steps which have been 
made possible through the four-year long cooperation of 64 leading entities from 16 different countries 
with the financial support of the European Commission.

Index to Theses with Abstracts Accepted for Higher Degrees by the Universities of Great Britain and 
Ireland and the Council for National Academic Awards

Theses on any subject submitted by the academic libraries in the UK and Ireland.

Probability Distributions Used in Reliability Engineering

The book provides details on 22 probability distributions. Each distribution section provides a graphical 
visualization and formulas for distribution parameters, along with distribution formulas. Common 
statistics such as moments and percentile formulas are followed by likelihood functions and in many 
cases the derivation of maximum likelihood estimates. Bayesian non-informative and conjugate priors 
are provided followed by a discussion on the distribution characteristics and applications in reliability 
engineering.

INFORMS Annual Meeting

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists

Production costs are being reduced by automation, robotics, computer-integrated manufacturing, cost 
reduction studies and more. These new technologies are expensive to buy, repair, and maintain. 
Hence, the demand on maintenance is growing and its costs are escalating. This new environment is 
compelling industrial maintenance organizations to make the transition from fixing broken machines to 
higher-level business units for securing production capacity. On the academic front, research in the area 
of maintenance management and engineering is receiving tremendous interest from researchers. Many 
papers have appeared in the literature dealing with the modeling and solution of maintenance problems 
using operations research (OR) and management science (MS) techniques. This area represents 
an opportunity for making significant contributions by the OR and MS communities. Maintenance, 
Modeling, and Optimization provides in one volume the latest developments in the area of maintenance 
modeling. Prominent scholars have contributed chapters covering a wide range of topics. We hope 
that this initial contribution will serve as a useful informative introduction to this field that may permit 
additional developments and useful directions for more research in this fast-growing area. The book 
is divided into six parts and contains seventeen chapters. Each chapter has been subject to review 
by at least two experts in the area of maintenance modeling and optimization. The first chapter 
provides an introduction to major maintenance modeling areas illustrated with some basic models. 
Part II contains five chapters dealing with maintenance planning and scheduling. Part III deals with 
preventive maintenance in six chapters. Part IV focuses on condition-based maintenance and contains 
two chapters. Part V deals with integrated production and maintenance models and contains two 
chapters. Part VI addresses issues related to maintenance and new technologies, and also deals with 
Just-in-Time (JIT) and Maintenance.

Maintenance, Modeling and Optimization



The Current Index to Statistics (CIS) is a bibliographic index of publications in statistics, probability, and 
related fields.

Current Index to Statistics, Applications, Methods and Theory

Building upon the previous editions, this textbook is a first course in stochastic processes taken 
by undergraduate and graduate students (MS and PhD students from math, statistics, economics, 
computer science, engineering, and finance departments) who have had a course in probability theory. 
It covers Markov chains in discrete and continuous time, Poisson processes, renewal processes, 
martingales, and option pricing. One can only learn a subject by seeing it in action, so there are 
a large number of examples and more than 300 carefully chosen exercises to deepen the reader’s 
understanding. Drawing from teaching experience and student feedback, there are many new examples 
and problems with solutions that use TI-83 to eliminate the tedious details of solving linear equations by 
hand, and the collection of exercises is much improved, with many more biological examples. Originally 
included in previous editions, material too advanced for this first course in stochastic processes has 
been eliminated while treatment of other topics useful for applications has been expanded. In addition, 
the ordering of topics has been improved; for example, the difficult subject of martingales is delayed 
until its usefulness can be applied in the treatment of mathematical finance.

Essentials of Stochastic Processes

Engineering Asset Management discusses state-of-the-art trends and developments in the emerging 
field of engineering asset management as presented at the Fourth World Congress on Engineering 
Asset Management (WCEAM). It is an excellent reference for practitioners, researchers and students 
in the multidisciplinary field of asset management, covering such topics as asset condition monitoring 
and intelligent maintenance; asset data warehousing, data mining and fusion; asset performance and 
level-of-service models; design and life-cycle integrity of physical assets; deterioration and preser-
vation models for assets; education and training in asset management; engineering standards in 
asset management; fault diagnosis and prognostics; financial analysis methods for physical assets; 
human dimensions in integrated asset management; information quality management; information 
systems and knowledge management; intelligent sensors and devices; maintenance strategies in asset 
management; optimisation decisions in asset management; risk management in asset management; 
strategic asset management; and sustainability in asset management.

Engineering Asset Management

The field of applied probability has changed profoundly in the past twenty years. The development 
of computational methods has greatly contributed to a better understanding of the theory. A First 
Course in Stochastic Models provides a self-contained introduction to the theory and applications 
of stochastic models. Emphasis is placed on establishing the theoretical foundations of the subject, 
thereby providing a framework in which the applications can be understood. Without this solid basis in 
theory no applications can be solved. Provides an introduction to the use of stochastic models through 
an integrated presentation of theory, algorithms and applications. Incorporates recent developments in 
computational probability. Includes a wide range of examples that illustrate the models and make the 
methods of solution clear. Features an abundance of motivating exercises that help the student learn 
how to apply the theory. Accessible to anyone with a basic knowledge of probability. A First Course in 
Stochastic Models is suitable for senior undergraduate and graduate students from computer science, 
engineering, statistics, operations resear ch, and any other discipline where stochastic modelling takes 
place. It stands out amongst other textbooks on the subject because of its integrated presentation of 
theory, algorithms and applications.

A First Course in Stochastic Models

This book describes the new generation of discrete choice methods, focusing on the many advances 
that are made possible by simulation. Researchers use these statistical methods to examine the 
choices that consumers, households, firms, and other agents make. Each of the major models is 
covered: logit, generalized extreme value, or GEV (including nested and cross-nested logits), probit, 
and mixed logit, plus a variety of specifications that build on these basics. Simulation-assisted esti-
mation procedures are investigated and compared, including maximum stimulated likelihood, method 
of simulated moments, and method of simulated scores. Procedures for drawing from densities are 
described, including variance reduction techniques such as anithetics and Halton draws. Recent 



advances in Bayesian procedures are explored, including the use of the Metropolis-Hastings algorithm 
and its variant Gibbs sampling. The second edition adds chapters on endogeneity and expecta-
tion-maximization (EM) algorithms. No other book incorporates all these fields, which have arisen 
in the past 25 years. The procedures are applicable in many fields, including energy, transportation, 
environmental studies, health, labor, and marketing.

Discrete Choice Methods with Simulation

This new edition incorporates revised guidance from H.M Treasury which is designed to promote 
efficient policy development and resource allocation across government through the use of a thorough, 
long-term and analytically robust approach to the appraisal and evaluation of public service projects 
before significant funds are committed. It is the first edition to have been aided by a consultation process 
in order to ensure the guidance is clearer and more closely tailored to suit the needs of users.

The Green Book

First issued in translation as a two-volume work in 1975, this classic book provides the first complete 
development of the theory of probability from a subjectivist viewpoint. It proceeds from a detailed dis-
cussion of the philosophical mathematical aspects to a detailed mathematical treatment of probability 
and statistics. De Finetti's theory of probability is one of the foundations of Bayesian theory. De Finetti 
stated that probability is nothing but a subjective analysis of the likelihood that something will happen 
and that that probability does not exist outside the mind. It is the rate at which a person is willing to 
bet on something happening. This view is directly opposed to the classicist/ frequentist view of the 
likelihood of a particular outcome of an event, which assumes that the same event could be identically 
repeated many times over, and the 'probability' of a particular outcome has to do with the fraction of 
the time that outcome results from the repeated trials.

Theory of Probability

Researchers from the entire world write to figure out their newest results and to contribute new ideas 
or ways in the field of system reliability and maintenance. Their articles are grouped into four sections: 
reliability, reliability of electronic devices, power system reliability and feasibility and maintenance. The 
book is a valuable tool for professors, students and professionals, with its presentation of issues that 
may be taken as examples applicable to practical situations. Some examples defining the contents 
can be highlighted: system reliability analysis based on goal-oriented methodology; reliability design 
of water-dispensing systems; reliability evaluation of drivetrains for off-highway machines; extending 
the useful life of asset; network reliability for faster feasibility decision; analysis of standard reliability 
parameters of technical systems' parts; cannibalisation for improving system reliability; mathematical 
study on the multiple temperature operational life testing procedure, for electronic industry; reliability 
prediction of smart maximum power point converter in photovoltaic applications; reliability of die 
interconnections used in plastic discrete power packages; the effects of mechanical and electrical 
straining on performances of conventional thick-film resistors; software and hardware development 
in the electric power system; electric interruptions and loss of supply in power systems; feasibility of 
autonomous hybrid AC/DC microgrid system; predictive modelling of emergency services in electric 
power distribution systems; web-based decision-support system in the electric power distribution 
system; preventive maintenance of a repairable equipment operating in severe environment; and 
others.

System Reliability

This second edition of An Introduction to Predictive Maintenance helps plant, process, maintenance 
and reliability managers and engineers to develop and implement a comprehensive maintenance man-
agement program, providing proven strategies for regularly monitoring critical process equipment and 
systems, predicting machine failures, and scheduling maintenance accordingly. Since the publication of 
the first edition in 1990, there have been many changes in both technology and methodology, including 
financial implications, the role of a maintenance organization, predictive maintenance techniques, 
various analyses, and maintenance of the program itself. This revision includes a complete update of 
the applicable chapters from the first edition as well as six additional chapters outlining the most recent 
information available. Having already been implemented and maintained successfully in hundreds 
of manufacturing and process plants worldwide, the practices detailed in this second edition of An 
Introduction to Predictive Maintenance will save plants and corporations, as well as U.S. industry 



as a whole, billions of dollars by minimizing unexpected equipment failures and its resultant high 
maintenance cost while increasing productivity. A comprehensive introduction to a system of monitoring 
critical industrial equipment Optimize the availability of process machinery and greatly reduce the 
cost of maintenance Provides the means to improve product quality, productivity and profitability of 
manufacturing and production plants

An Introduction to Predictive Maintenance

As the Lead Reliability Engineer for Ford Motor Company, Guangbin Yang is involved with all aspects 
of the design and production of complex automotive systems. Focusing on real-world problems and 
solutions, Life Cycle Reliability Engineering covers the gamut of the techniques used for reliability 
assurance throughout a product's life cycle. Yang pulls real-world examples from his work and other 
industries to explain the methods of robust design (designing reliability into a product or system ahead 
of time), statistical and real product testing, software testing, and ultimately verification and warranting 
of the final product's reliability

Collective Risk Theory

Many real systems are composed of multi-state components with different performance levels and 
several failure modes. These affect the whole system's performance. Most books on reliability theory 
cover binary models that allow a system only to function perfectly or fail completely. "The Universal Gen-
erating Function in Reliability Analysis and Optimization" is the first book that gives a comprehensive 
description of the universal generating function technique and its applications in binary and multi-state 
system reliability analysis. Features: - an introduction to basic tools of multi-state system reliability and 
optimization; - applications of the universal generating function in widely used multi-state systems; - 
examples of the adaptation of the universal generating function to different systems in mechanical, 
industrial and software engineering. This monograph will be of value to anyone interested in system 
reliability, performance analysis and optimization in industrial, electrical and nuclear engineering.

Life Cycle Reliability Engineering

One of the central problems in operations research and management science is how to quantify the 
effects of uncertainty about the future. This, the second volume in a series of handbooks, is devoted to 
models where chance events play a major role. The thirteen chapters survey topics in applied probability 
that have been particularly useful in operations research and management science. Each chapter was 
written by an expert, both in subject matter and in its exposition. The chapters fall into four groups. 
The first four cover the fundamentals of stochastic processes, and lay the foundation for the following 
chapters. The next three chapters are concerned with methods of getting numbers. This includes 
numerical solution of models, parameter estimation for models, and simulation of models. Chapters 
8 and 9 describe the fundamentals of dynamic optimization. The last four chapters are concerned 
with the most important structured models in operations research and management science; queues, 
queueing networks, inventories, and reliability.

The Universal Generating Function in Reliability Analysis and Optimization

Since its creation in 1884, Engineering Index has covered virtually every major engineering innovation 
from around the world. It serves as the historical record of virtually every major engineering inno-
vation of the 20th century. Recent content is a vital resource for current awareness, new production 
information, technological forecasting and competitive intelligence. The world?s most comprehensive 
interdisciplinary engineering database, Engineering Index contains over 10.7 million records. Each 
year, over 500,000 new abstracts are added from over 5,000 scholarly journals, trade magazines, and 
conference proceedings. Coverage spans over 175 engineering disciplines from over 80 countries. 
Updated weekly.

Stochastic Models

This book introduces the methods for predicting the future behavior of a system’s health and the 
remaining useful life to determine an appropriate maintenance schedule. The authors introduce the 
history, industrial applications, algorithms, and benefits and challenges of PHM (Prognostics and 
Health Management) to help readers understand this highly interdisciplinary engineering approach 
that incorporates sensing technologies, physics of failure, machine learning, modern statistics, and 



reliability engineering. It is ideal for beginners because it introduces various prognostics algorithms 
and explains their attributes, pros and cons in terms of model definition, model parameter estimation, 
and ability to handle noise and bias in data, allowing readers to select the appropriate methods 
for their fields of application.Among the many topics discussed in-depth are:• Prognostics tutorials 
using least-squares• Bayesian inference and parameter estimation• Physics-based prognostics algo-
rithms including nonlinear least squares, Bayesian method, and particle filter• Data-driven prognos-
tics algorithms including Gaussian process regression and neural network• Comparison of different 
prognostics algorithms divThe authors also present several applications of prognostics in practical 
engineering systems, including wear in a revolute joint, fatigue crack growth in a panel, prognostics 
using accelerated life test data, fatigue damage in bearings, and more. Prognostics tutorials with a 
Matlab code using simple examples are provided, along with a companion website that presents 
Matlab programs for different algorithms as well as measurement data. Each chapter contains a 
comprehensive set of exercise problems, some of which require Matlab programs, making this an ideal 
book for graduate students in mechanical, civil, aerospace, electrical, and industrial engineering and 
engineering mechanics, as well as researchers and maintenance engineers in the above fields.

The Engineering Index Annual

Stochastic processes are mathematical models of random phenomena that evolve according to 
prescribed dynamics. Processes commonly used in applications are Markov chains in discrete and 
continuous time, renewal and regenerative processes, Poisson processes, and Brownian motion. 
This volume gives an in-depth description of the structure and basic properties of these stochastic 
processes. A main focus is on equilibrium distributions, strong laws of large numbers, and ordinary 
and functional central limit theorems for cost and performance parameters. Although these results 
differ for various processes, they have a common trait of being limit theorems for processes with 
regenerative increments. Extensive examples and exercises show how to formulate stochastic models 
of systems as functions of a system’s data and dynamics, and how to represent and analyze cost and 
performance measures. Topics include stochastic networks, spatial and space-time Poisson processes, 
queueing, reversible processes, simulation, Brownian approximations, and varied Markovian models. 
The technical level of the volume is between that of introductory texts that focus on highlights of applied 
stochastic processes, and advanced texts that focus on theoretical aspects of processes.

Prognostics and Health Management of Engineering Systems

A comprehensive introduction to reliability analysis. The first section provides a thorough but elemen-
tary prologue to reliability theory. The latter half comprises more advanced analytical tools including 
Markov processes, renewal theory, life data analysis, accelerated life testing and Bayesian reliability 
analysis. Features numerous worked examples. Each chapter concludes with a selection of problems 
plus additional material on applications.

Basics of Applied Stochastic Processes

Without proper reliability and maintenance planning, even the most efficient and seemingly cost-effec-
tive designs can incur enormous expenses due to repeated or catastrophic failure and subsequent 
search for the cause. Today’s engineering students face increasing pressure from employers, cus-
tomers, and regulators to produce cost-efficient designs that are less prone to failure and that are safe 
and easy to use. The second edition of Reliability Engineering aims to provide an understanding of 
reliability principles and maintenance planning to help accomplish these goals. This edition expands 
the treatment of several topics while maintaining an integrated introductory resource for the study of 
reliability evaluation and maintenance planning. The focus across all of the topics treated is the use 
of analytical methods to support the design of dependable and efficient equipment and the planning 
for the servicing of that equipment. The argument is made that probability models provide an effective 
vehicle for portraying and evaluating the variability that is inherent in the performance and longevity 
of equipment. With a blend of mathematical rigor and readability, this book is the ideal introductory 
textbook for graduate students and a useful resource for practising engineers.

System Reliability Theory

Machine learning techniques provide cost-effective alternatives to traditional methods for extracting 
underlying relationships between information and data and for predicting future events by processing 
existing information to train models. Efficient Learning Machines explores the major topics of machine 



learning, including knowledge discovery, classifications, genetic algorithms, neural networking, kernel 
methods, and biologically-inspired techniques. Mariette Awad and Rahul Khanna’s synthetic approach 
weaves together the theoretical exposition, design principles, and practical applications of efficient 
machine learning. Their experiential emphasis, expressed in their close analysis of sample algorithms 
throughout the book, aims to equip engineers, students of engineering, and system designers to design 
and create new and more efficient machine learning systems. Readers of Efficient Learning Machines 
will learn how to recognize and analyze the problems that machine learning technology can solve 
for them, how to implement and deploy standard solutions to sample problems, and how to design 
new systems and solutions. Advances in computing performance, storage, memory, unstructured 
information retrieval, and cloud computing have coevolved with a new generation of machine learning 
paradigms and big data analytics, which the authors present in the conceptual context of their traditional 
precursors. Awad and Khanna explore current developments in the deep learning techniques of deep 
neural networks, hierarchical temporal memory, and cortical algorithms. Nature suggests sophisticated 
learning techniques that deploy simple rules to generate highly intelligent and organized behaviors with 
adaptive, evolutionary, and distributed properties. The authors examine the most popular biological-
ly-inspired algorithms, together with a sample application to distributed datacenter management. They 
also discuss machine learning techniques for addressing problems of multi-objective optimization in 
which solutions in real-world systems are constrained and evaluated based on how well they perform 
with respect to multiple objectives in aggregate. Two chapters on support vector machines and their 
extensions focus on recent improvements to the classification and regression techniques at the core 
of machine learning.

Reliability Engineering

This open access book offers a timely guide to challenges and current practices to permanently plug 
and abandon hydrocarbon wells. With a focus on offshore North Sea, it analyzes the process of plug and 
abandonment of hydrocarbon wells through the establishment of permanent well barriers. It provides 
the reader with extensive knowledge on the type of barriers, their functioning and verification. It then 
discusses plug and abandonment methodologies, analyzing different types of permanent plugging 
materials. Last, it describes some tests for verifying the integrity and functionality of installed permanent 
barriers. The book offers a comprehensive reference guide to well plugging and abandonment (P&A) 
and well integrity testing. The book also presents new technologies that have been proposed to be used 
in plugging and abandoning of wells, which might be game-changing technologies, but they are still in 
laboratory or testing level. Given its scope, it addresses students and researchers in both academia 
and industry. It also provides information for engineers who work in petroleum industry and should be 
familiarized with P&A of hydrocarbon wells to reduce the time of P&A by considering it during well 
planning and construction.

International Aerospace Abstracts

This book collects important contributions in probabilistic design, applied to the construction and 
maintenance of flood defense systems. Four key applications are discussed in detail, with reviews 
from engineers, mathematicians and problem owners. The book is suitable for graduate students and 
researchers.

Pollution Abstracts

This handbook comprehensively covers the cutting-edge trends and techniques essential for the 
integration of nondestructive evaluation (NDE) into the changing face of the modern industrial land-
scape. In particular, it delves into the marriage of NDE with new techniques in e.g. data mining, 
cloud computing and autonomous operation, highlighting the potential for cyber-physical controlled 
production and discussing the myriad possible applications across many different industries. The 
Handbook of NDE 4.0 centers around the Internet of Things and Industry 4.0 – the next generation of 
industrial production encompassing all aspects of networking across all industrial areas. It discusses 
the adaptation of existing NDE techniques to emerging new technological areas, such as 3D printing, 
via the introduction of cyber systems into the inspection and maintenance processes. In addition, 
the handbook covers topics such as the management and processing of big data with respect to 
real-time monitoring of structural integrity and reliable inspection of individual components. Remote 
NDE to include competence not available on-site will be a potential technique to increase reliability of 
NDE inspections by integrating additional specialist inputs into the decision process by methods such 



as telepresence, thereby better leveraging the scarce resources of senior inspectors into industrial 
inspections at multiple sites. The handbook houses a wealth of essential information to help academics, 
industry professionals and entrepreneurs navigate through this burgeoning new field. The material in 
this handbook is presented with the intention of ultimately improving human safety through reliable 
inspections and dependable maintenance of critical infrastructure, while also enhancing business value 
through reduced downtime, affordable maintenance, and talent optimization.

The Geometric Process and Its Applications

This unique treatment systematically interprets a spectrum ofimportance measures to provide a 
comprehensive overview of theirapplications in the areas of reliability, network, risk,mathematical 
programming, and optimization. Investigating theprecise relationships among various importance 
measures, itdescribes how they are modelled and combined with other designtools to allow users to 
solve readily many real-world, large-scaledecision-making problems. Presenting the state-of-the-art in 
network analysis, multistatesystems, and application in modern systems, this book offers aclear and 
complete introduction to the topic. Through describingthe reliability importance and the fundamentals, 
it covers advancedtopics such as signature of coherent systems, multi-linearfunctions, and new inter-
pretation of the mathematical programmingproblems. Key highlights: Generalizes the concepts behind 
importance measures (such assensitivity and perturbation analysis, uncertainty analysis,mathematical 
programming, network designs), enabling readersto address large-scale problems within various 
fieldseffectively Covers a large range of importance measures, including those inbinary coherent 
systems, binary monotone systems, multistatesystems, continuum systems, repairable systems, as 
well asimportance measures of pairs and groups of components Demonstrates numerical and practical 
applications of importancemeasures and the related methodologies, including risk analysis innuclear 
power plants, cloud computing, software reliability andmore Provides thorough comparisons, examples 
and case studies onrelations of different importance measures, with conclusive resultsbased on the 
authors’ own research Describes reliability design such as redundancy allocation,system upgrading 
and component assignment. This book will benefit researchers and practitioners interestedin systems 
design, reliability, risk and optimization, statistics,maintenance, prognostics and operations. Readers 
can developfeasible approaches to solving various open-ended problems in theirresearch and practical 
work. Software developers, IT analysts andreliability and safety engineers in nuclear, telecommunica-
tions,offshore and civil industries will also find the book useful.

Efficient Learning Machines

“The Maintenance Management Framework” describes and reviews the concept, process and frame-
work of modern maintenance management of complex systems; concentrating specifically on modern 
modelling tools (deterministic and empirical) for maintenance planning and scheduling. It will be bought 
by engineers and professionals involved in maintenance management, maintenance engineering, 
operations management, quality, etc. as well as graduate students and researchers in this field.

Introduction to Permanent Plug and Abandonment of Wells

A comprehensive perspective on Weibull models The literature on Weibull models is vast, disjointed, 
andscattered across many different journals. Weibull Models is acomprehensive guide that integrates 
all the different facets ofWeibull models in a single volume. This book will be of great help to prac-
titioners in reliabilityand other disciplines in the context of modeling data sets usingWeibull models. 
For researchers interested in these modelingtechniques, exercises at the end of each chapter define 
potentialtopics for future research. Organized into seven distinct parts, Weibull Models: * Covers model 
analysis, parameter estimation, model validation,and application * Serves as both a handbook and a 
research monograph. As ahandbook, it classifies the different models and presents theirproperties. 
As a research monograph, it unifies the literature andpresents the results in an integrated manner * 
Intertwines theory and application * Focuses on model identification prior to model parameterestimation 
* Discusses the usefulness of the Weibull Probability plot (WPP)in the model selection to model a 
given data set * Highlights the use of Weibull models in reliability theory Filled with in-depth analysis, 
Weibull Models pulls together themost relevant information on this topic to give everyone fromreliability 
engineers to applied statisticians involved withreliability and survival analysis a clear look at what 
Weibullmodels can offer.

Engineering Probabilistic Design and Maintenance for Flood Protection



Bayesian Networks, the result of the convergence of artificial intelligence with statistics, are growing 
in popularity. Their versatility and modelling power is now employed across a variety of fields for the 
purposes of analysis, simulation, prediction and diagnosis. This book provides a general introduction to 
Bayesian networks, defining and illustrating the basic concepts with pedagogical examples and twenty 
real-life case studies drawn from a range of fields including medicine, computing, natural sciences and 
engineering. Designed to help analysts, engineers, scientists and professionals taking part in complex 
decision processes to successfully implement Bayesian networks, this book equips readers with proven 
methods to generate, calibrate, evaluate and validate Bayesian networks. The book: Provides the tools 
to overcome common practical challenges such as the treatment of missing input data, interaction with 
experts and decision makers, determination of the optimal granularity and size of the model. Highlights 
the strengths of Bayesian networks whilst also presenting a discussion of their limitations. Compares 
Bayesian networks with other modelling techniques such as neural networks, fuzzy logic and fault trees. 
Describes, for ease of comparison, the main features of the major Bayesian network software packages: 
Netica, Hugin, Elvira and Discoverer, from the point of view of the user. Offers a historical perspective 
on the subject and analyses future directions for research. Written by leading experts with practical 
experience of applying Bayesian networks in finance, banking, medicine, robotics, civil engineering, 
geology, geography, genetics, forensic science, ecology, and industry, the book has much to offer both 
practitioners and researchers involved in statistical analysis or modelling in any of these fields.

Comprehensive Dissertation Index

The material in this book was first presented as a one-semester course in Relia bility Theory and 
Preventive Maintenance for M.Sc. students of the Industrial Engineering Department of Ben Gurion 
University in the 1997/98 and 1998/99 academic years. Engineering students are mainly interested in 
the applied part of this theory. The value of preventive maintenance theory lies in the possibility of its 
imple mentation, which crucially depends on how we handle statistical reliability data. The very nature 
of the object of reliability theory - system lifetime - makes it extremely difficult to collect large amounts 
of data. The data available are usu ally incomplete, e.g. heavily censored. Thus, the desire to make 
the course material more applicable led me to include in the course topics such as mod eling system 
lifetime distributions (Chaps. 1,2) and the maximum likelihood techniques for lifetime data processing 
(Chap. 3). A course in the theory of statistics is aprerequisite for these lectures. Stan dard courses 
usually pay very little attention to the techniques needed for our purpose. A short summary of them is 
given in Chap. 3, including widely used probability plotting. Chapter 4 describes the most useful and 
popular models of preventive main tenance and replacement. Some practical aspects of applying these 
models are addressed, such as treating uncertainty in the data, the role of data contamina tion and the 
opportunistic scheduling of maintenance activities.

Handbook of Nondestructive Evaluation 4.0

Selective maintenance problem plays an essential role in reliability optimization decision-making 
problems. Systems are a configuration of several components, and there are situations the system 
needs small intervals or break for maintenance actions, during the intervals expert carried out the 
maintenance actions to replace or repair the deteriorated components of the systems. Because of 
the uncertainty associated with the component’s operational time, failure, and next mission duration 
create a new challenge in determining optimal components allocation and evaluating future missions 
successfully. In this paper, a multi-objective selective maintenance allocation problem is formulated 
with fuzzy parameters under neutrosophic environment. A new defuzzification technique is introduced 
based on beta distribution to convert fuzzy parameters into crisp values. The neutrosophic goal 
programming technique is used to determine the compromise allocation of replaceable and repairable 
components based on the system reliability optimization. A numerical illustration is used to validate the 
model and ascertain its effectiveness. The result is compared with two other approaches and found to 
be better. The method is flexible and straightforward and can be solved using any available commercial 
packages. The extension of the concept can be useful to other complex system reliability optimization.

Importance Measures in Reliability, Risk, and Optimization

The Maintenance Management Framework

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 9 of 9


