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Excerpt from The People Versus the Liquor Traffic: The Great Speeches of John B. Finch No apology 
need be offered for presenting this volume to the public. The present is an exceedingly interesting period 
in the history of the temperance movement. Evidence that the labors of the past half century have not 
been in vain, was never more abundant. This may be regarded as the era of constitutional prohibition. 
In the year 1850 Michigan incorporated into her state constitution a provision prohibiting the granting of 
licenses for the sale of intoxicating liquors; and in the year 1851 Ohio placed a similar provision in her 
constitution. It was then thought that this would be all that would be needed. Subsequent experience 
has shown this to be an error. Nothing short of absolute prohibition will answer the requirements of 
the case. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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John B. Finch was a prominent figure in the Temperance movement, and this collection of speeches 
captures the passion and fervor of the anti-alcohol campaign in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 
Finch's arguments against the liquor traffic are forceful and persuasive, and remain relevant today 
as the debate over alcohol regulation continues. This work has been selected by scholars as being 
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the 
"public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, 
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright 
on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be 
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the 
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and 
relevant.
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Excerpt from The People Versus the Liquor Traffic: Speeches of John B. Finch, Delivered in the Prohi-
bition Campaigns of the United States and Canada The alcoholic quor traffic is an old institution, and 
the charges urged against it are that its whole results debauch and degrade society. The Prohibitionists 
say that it is a school of crime, vice, and immorality; and that a republican form of government, based 
on intelli gence and morality, must destroy the traffic to pre serve its own existence. These charges 
are grave ones, and if sustained no excuse can be Offered for allowing the traffic to continue. The 
question is one of fact. Is the traffic guilty? DO Prohibitionists tell the truth? The jury to determine 
the matter must be the people, because in free America all political power 18 Inherent. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 



uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.
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base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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This book is a scathing analysis of the liquor traffic in British India, and the British Government's role 
in regulating it. The author argues that the government has failed in its duty, and presents a compelling 
case for greater regulation and oversight. This book is essential for anyone interested in the history of 
British India, alcohol regulation, and social justice. This work has been selected by scholars as being 
culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the 
"public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, 
you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright 
on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be 
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the 
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and 
relevant.
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Excerpt from A Thoughtful Article for Thoughtful People on Prohibition and Local Option: Together With 
Methods Suggested for the Regulation of the Liquor Traffic and for the Promotion of Temperance Liquor 
legislation must necessarily fol low one of two general policies. It may aim at the abolition of the liquor 
traffic, or at the regulation of the traffic. These two policies are extreme Opposites at every point and in 
every feature. The object of one is to kill, that of the other is to cure. It is on this broad question of general 
policy that the peoeple are divided today. No. Legislative system has ever been more extensively nor 
fairly tested than that of prohibition. During the last sixty years it has been tried on the statewide scale 
in many different sections of the country and under the most diverse social and political conditions, 
the periods of trial ranging from three years in Nebraska to fifty-three years in Vermont. By its re cord, 
by what it has done and'by what it has not done, prohibition must be judged. On every page of that 
record, from be ginning to end, are written the words fail ure, folly, farce. Nowhere and at no time, in all 



its history, has prohibition aecom plished a single one of its avowed objects. Nowhere has it abolished 
the liquor traffic; nowhere has it prevented the. Consumption of liquor nor lessened the evil of intemper 
ance. Neither as a state-wide system nor under Local Option has prohibition ever made the slightest 
contribution toward the solution of the liquor problem. '1he one solitary service that it has rendered to 
society is that of furnishing a warning ex ample oi the supreme folly of attempting to legislate virtue into 
men's lives. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The People Versus the Liquor Traffic. The Great Speeches of John B. Finch. Ed. by Samuel D. Hastings

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
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Excerpt from The Prohibition of the Liquor Traffic Personal liberty, the true and false. Society has the 
right to limit personal liberty. Absolute personal liberty does not exist. Mutual concessions required in 
society. The good of society, the supremelaw. Society must protect the individual. Owes the individual 
protection from the deception and ruin of strong drink. Owes protection to itself from the depredations 
cl' the drinker. May abate a nuisance. Such as the saloon. The out-cry against Sumptuary legislation. 
Strong drink not food in any proper sense. It is taken as a dissi ation, and as a concomitant of low vices. 



Prohibition removes the bott e of wine from the dinner table, The danger of wine at table. Entrenched 
in social customs. Rights are constantly 11mited in other matters for the good of society, why not here? 
Personal liberty must be subordinate to the public good. Page 74. About the Publisher Forgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This 
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology 
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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Excerpt from Public Control of the Liquor Traffic: Being a Review of the Scandinavian Experiments in 
the Light of Recent Experience Every Norwegian citizen of twenty-five years of age (provided that he 
resides and has resided for five years in the country) is entitled to elect, unless he is disqualified from 
a special cause - for instance, actual receiving of parish relief. At the election in 1900, the number of 
electors was or 1973 per cent.1 of total population, while votes, or per cent. Of the whole number, were 
recorded. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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