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Dive into the definitive story of Cash Money Records, an iconic hip hop label that became synonymous 
with success and innovation. This compelling narrative explores how the New Orleans-based power-
house cultivated a dynasty of rap hitmakers, shaping the sound of modern music and cementing its 
legendary status in hip hop history.
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The Story of Cash Money Records

Founded in New Orleans in the early 1990s, Cash Money Records faced an uphill battle as it struggled 
to gain respect. Brothers Bryan "Baby" Williams and Ronald "Slim" Williams started the label by 
recording New Orleans artists who were part of the local " bounce music" scene. The label's young 
rappers, including Juvenile, B.G., and Turk, worked hard to deliver hits, but inner turmoil almost derailed 
Cash Money's success. The breakout success of Lil Wayne, who became the label's biggest star and 
even served as its president for a time, helped Cash Money survive during a difficult decade. Today 
stars like Drake and Nicki Minaj are helping to make Cash Money Records a household name in the 
hip-hop world.

The Story of Interscope Records

Hip-hop started on the streets of New York with African American youths in the 1970s. But with its strong 
beats and raw lyrics, it quickly spread across the country. It became the music of a generation of young 
Americans. But hip-hop is more than just music. It's a lifestyle. It's also big business. When Interscope 
Records was formed in 1990, the company's founders saw an opportunity. Young people loved the 
energy of hip-hop. Interscope gave rappers like Eminem and 50 Cent their start—and it paid off. Today, 
Interscope is a multimillion-dollar company that handles all kinds of music. There were setbacks on the 
way to success. But whether it was Lady Gaga or the Black Eyed Peas, Interscope always managed 
to find a star!

The Story of No Limit Records

Percy "Master P." Miller came out of one of the toughest slums in New Orleans to found No Limit 
Records in Richmond, California, on a shoestring budget in 1991. Master P sold his first releases out 
of the trunk of his car, but he always believed in himself. Thanks to his hard work, within a few years 
No Limit was one of the most successful hip-hop record labels in the country and Master P was a 
multi-millionaire. Master P couldn't maintain this level of success, however, and in 2003 the label went 
bankrupt. Master P began a new label and kept going. In recent years, he has attempted to change the 
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focus of his music to make it more positive, and started Take a Stand Records for that purpose. Now 
calling himself P. Miller, the rapper/entrepreneur remains active in the music business and also works 
to help others.

Lil Wayne: Grammy-Winning Hip-Hop Artist

This title examines the fascinating life of Lil Wayne. Readers will learn about Lil Wayne's childhood, 
family, education, and rise to fame. Colorful graphics, oversize photos, and informative sidebars 
accompany easy-to-read, compelling text that explores Lil Wayne's early interest and talent in music 
that led to the release of Tha Block is Hot, Tha Carter, Tha Carter III, I am Not a Human Being, and 
Tha Carter IV. Lil Wayne's multiple Grammy Awards, his charity foundation, and his legal troubles are 
also discussed. Features include a table of contents, glossary, selected bibliography, Web links, source 
notes, and an index, plus a timeline and fun facts. Aligned to Common Core Standards and correlated 
to state standards. Essential Library is an imprint of Abdo Publishing, a division of ABDO.

Lil Wayne

This book is part of Hyperink's best little books series. This best little book is 3,900+ words of fast, 
entertaining information on a highly demanded topic. Based on reader feedback (including yours!), 
we may expand this book in the future. If we do so, we'll send a free copy to all previous buyers. 
ABOUT THE BOOK Lil Wayne is the self-proclaimed “best rapper alive” and his popularity on Wikipedia 
certainly backs up that title. While Wayne may have more tattoos and nicknames than you can count, 
and style changing nearly as often as the seasons, his mainstream appeal is surprisingly consistent. 
Since Weezy first started rapping at the young age of 8, admirers and critics alike can’t seem to say 
enough about the star. His fans span a surprisingly wide-ranging demographic, from urban youths 
across the globe, to former President Bill Clinton — even President Barack Obama has Weezy on his 
iPod. His appearance, changes in musical style and even his taste in women keep industry insiders 
on their toes as they attempt to deconstruct Young Carter. MEET THE AUTHOR Jennifer Winter is a 
writer, wanderer, and wine lover living in Oakland, California (but always plotting travels abroad). She 
translates her 14 years of corporate combat experience to help young women navigate their careers 
through her column for The Daily Muse, and shares her own experiences tackling her fears on her blog 
FearLess Jenn. You can find her on Twitter @fearless_jenn. EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK Sales for 
the group’s sophomore album, Guerrilla Warfare (1999), eclipsed those of their first by selling well over 
one million copies. By now, Lil Wayne was well on his way to success, all by the age of 16 years old. 
In that same year, Wayne launched his solo career with his debut album, The Block Is Hot. The album 
was well received, eventually earning him platinum status, and debuted at the number three spot on 
the Billboard 200 in November 1999. As if this meteoric success wasn’t impressive enough, the album 
also led to his nomination for Best New Artist at the Source Awards. Wayne’s next two albums, Lights 
Out (2000) and 500 Degreez (2002), didn’t see the same level of commercial appeal, with each “only” 
reaching gold-status sales. To some, this may have signaled the end of Lil Wayne’s success, but Wayne 
himself clearly didn’t see it that way and soldiered on to eventually release the franchise that would 
forever brand his name in the in the history of hip hop... Buy a copy to keep reading!

The Story of Roc-A-Fella Records

When Shawn Carter, an aspiring rapper with the stage name Jay-Z, couldn't get his career off the 
ground at a major record label, he didn't get discouraged. He and his partners Damon Dash and 
Kareem "Biggs" Burke created a hip-hop label of their own. They named the label Roc-A-Fella Records. 
Originally intended as a one-time project to release Jay-Z's full-length debut album, Reasonable Doubt, 
Roc-A-Fella Records expanded into a true hip-hop powerhouse. Roc-A-Fella Records has introduced 
listeners to the unique talents of artists like Kanye West, the Young Gunz, and the State Property crew. 
Other artists, such as Jadakiss and the O.D.B., have received another chance to kick-start their careers. 
This book describes the musical contributions of Jay-Z, Kanye West, and Roc-A-Fella's other past and 
present artists, as well as the record label's complex behind-the-scenes history.

Lil Wayne

There's no doubt about it, today's students listen to an average of 2.5 hours of music every day. Guess 
what they are listening to? Hip-hop is mainstream, continually topping Billboard's Hot 100 charts. 
These hi-lo biographies engage striving readers from the very beginning with blinged-out covers, 
stunning four-color photographs, modern and graphic page design, and high-interest informational text. 



Biographies highlight the unique characteristics of each mega-rapper, including childhood struggles, 
personal style, rivalries, giving back, and more. Each 48-page ebook includes a timeline and glossary, 
with vocabulary words highlighted throughout. Dwayne Michael Carter Jr. wrote his first rhyme at age 
eight. Lil Wayne still sets his own rules and does not let people tell him how to make his music. He's 
an artist with a trademark appearance, wearing his hair in dreadlocks. His teeth are covered in gold, 
platinum, and diamonds. His body is covered with tattoos. And he is rarely seen without a red bandana.

The Story of Death Row Records

For a few years in the mid-1990s, a small music label called Death Row stood atop the hip-hop world. 
Death Row Records was instrumental in introducing a hard-core style of rap music known as "gangsta 
rap" to mainstream audiences. Albums like Dr. Dre's The Chronic, Snoop Doggy Dogg's Doggystyle, 
and Tupac Shakur's All Eyez on Me sold millions of copies and influenced a new generation of artists. 
The money rolled in for Death Row's founder, Marion "Suge" Knight. The good times could not last, 
however. Tupac was murdered, Suge Knight was sent to prison for various crimes, and the label's top 
stars moved on. The dramatic rise and fall of Death Row Records is chronicled in this book.

The Story of Aftermath Entertainment

Dr. Dre was the face of hip-hop by the time he started Aftermath Entertainment in 1996. But like any new 
record label, even one started by a legend, Aftermath had to go through some growing pains before 
finding its sound. Once it did, Aftermath was on a roll, producing platinum albums by megastars like 
Eminem and 50 Cent. The record label combined the creativity and fresh material of new rap stars with 
the special touch only a musical genius like Dr. Dre could add. Born out of the violent era of the West 
Coast-East Coast rap feud, Aftermath carried Dr. Dre's hopes of creating a record label that focused 
solely on music, not violence. There were some false starts along the way. But it did not take Aftermath 
long to introduce some of rap's biggest names to the world and sell millions upon millions of albums.

The Story of So So Def Recordings

During the early 1990s, successful music producer Jermaine Dupri started So So Def Records. The 
Atlanta-based label began at a time when Southern hip-hop music was just beginning to get a lot of 
attention. Dupri signed distribution deals with much-larger record companies like Columbia and Arista. 
This allowed him to focus on what he did best: finding talented unknown artists and producing hit music. 
Some of So So Def's biggest stars included Da Brat, Lil Bow Wow, and Jagged Edge. Today So So Def 
Records is completely independent, and Jermaine Dupri is working hard to introduce a new generation 
of hip-hop stars.

THE AUTOTHUGOGRAPHY OF TURK

"Boombox Echoes: The Definitive Hip-Hop Journey of the 80s" *** Author of "Rapper's Delight" essay 
currently archived at the Library of Congress *** *** Guest speaker of BBC2 Radio "Rapper's Delight 
40th Anniversary" by DJ Trevor Nelson - September 2019 *** Immerse yourself in a time of lyrical 
innovation, funky beats, and social commentary with Eric Reese's "History of Hip Hop: Volume 2". 
This pivotal decade propelled hip-hop from urban streets into the global consciousness, becoming an 
unstoppable force in the world of music. Embark on a journey from the birth of iconic hip-hop groups 
like Public Enemy, N.W.A., and Run-D.M.C., to the rise of the 'Golden Age of Hip Hop'. Discover the 
unique blend of social critique and storytelling which defined this era, as well as the emergence of 
beatboxing and lyrical innovation that continues to influence modern hip-hop. Beyond just music, Reese 
explores the social and cultural impact of hip-hop, including its influence on fashion, cinema, and its 
role in highlighting racial and social issues. The 80s saw hip-hop evolve from a nascent movement 
into a culture-shaping phenomenon. In this insightful guide, you'll dive into: Old School vs New School: 
The defining elements and key artists of each sub-genre The Birth of Gangsta Rap: How N.W.A. and 
Ice-T pioneered a controversial sub-genre The Breakdance Revolution: The impact of hip-hop on dance 
culture From Vinyl to MTV: The role of media and technology in promoting hip-hop Hip-Hop Activism: 
The genre's influence on socio-political discussions East Coast vs West Coast: The geographical 
influences shaping hip-hop's evolution "History of Hip Hop: Volume 2" provides an in-depth look at a 
decade when hip-hop found its voice and used it to challenge the status quo. This was the era when 
hip-hop boomed from every boombox, narrating the struggles and victories of urban life. Experience 
the decade where hip-hop found its rhythm, shook the world, and proved it was here to stay. Embrace 
the echoes of the boombox era and delve into a decade that changed the musical landscape forever. 



Topics: hip hop art, hip hop accessories, hip hop and other things, hip hop at the end of the world book, 
hip hop book, hip hop baby book, hip hop coloring book, hip hop dance, hip hop dance clothes, hip hop 
experience, hip hop funko pop, hip hop family tree, hip hop fashion, hip hop family tree box set, hip hop 
flag, hip hop for kids, hip hop gifts, hip hop kids book, hip hop kids, hip hop legends alphabet book, hip 
hop legends, hip hop lollipop book, hip hop magazine, hip hop magazines for inmates, hip hop men, 
hip hop music, hip hop quotes, hip hop queens, hip hop questions, hip hop raised me, hip hop trivia, 
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origins of hip hop, raised on hip hop, records vinyl albums hip hop, the source magazine hip hop, the 
gospel of hip hop, the come up book hip hop, vinyl records hip hop, vinyl hip hop, vinyl music hip hop, 
vinyls records albums hip hop, vinyl albums hip hop, vinyl records greatest hits hip hop, wall art hip 
hop, worldstar hip hop, when the beat was born dj kool herc and the creation of hip hop, rap history, 
rap history timeline, rap history facts, rap history book, rap history trivia, rap about history, rap america 
history, rap songs about history, best rap album history, rap lyrics about history, atlanta rap history, 
american rap history, rap song about american history, rap music facts and history, rap history battles, 
rap beef history, rap black history, history rap beat, rappers black history month, rap battle origin, rap 
beat origin, rap history class, rap censorship history, rap origin country, rappers criminal history, hip 
hop rap history culture, rap culture origin, rap battles of history clean, rap history detroit, rapping history 
definition, rap dance history, rapper's delight history, rappers dating history, rap sheet history definition, 
rap deep storytelling, rap music history essay, rap etymology origin, emo rap history, epic rap history, 
history epic rap battles, rap english origin, rap facts history, rapper future history, rap history of word, 
rap music history facts, rap battles from history, female rap history, french rap history, freestyle rap 
history, history of hip hop and rap, rap genre history, rap god history, rap grammy history, rap genius 
history, rap history in ghana, rap genre origin, rap greatest story ever told, rap group origin, hip hop rap 
history, houston rap history, rap history in america, rap in history, fastest rap in history, first rap in history, 
rap battles in history, best rap in history, jazz rap history, rap in the 2000s history, korean rap history, 
history rap lyrics, rap long history, rap story lyrics, rap story line, rap love story, rap love story song, 
black history rap lyrics, rap battles of history lyrics, us history rap lyrics, horrible history rap lyrics, rap 
history movie, rap history music, rap music history timeline, rap monster history, rapper made history, 
rap history name, rap name origin, rap history on this day, rap origin of word, origin story of rap, rap 
battles of history, epic rap of history, rap history of pop, rap poetry origin, rap history quiz, rap history 
questions, rap rock history, rap history show, history rap song, rap sample history, rap slang history, 
rap origin story, rapping history teacher, storytelling rap, storyteller rap, rap/hip hop history timeline, 
rap us history, story rap uk, rap music us history definition, uk rap history, underground rap history, rap 
us history definition, rap vs history, rap story vol 1, rap verb origin, history of rap 5, rap origin word, rap 
sheet word history, west coast rap history, history with rap, rap history x, rap history zulu, rap history 
zimbabwe, rap history zambia, history of rap music, history of rap kids book, history of rap baby book, 
rap history for kids, epic rap battles of history, the history of gangster rap, history of rap coffee table 
book, soren baker, chuck d presents this day in rap and hip-hop history, who got the camera a history 
of rap and reality, this day in rap and hip hop history, this day in rap history, the history of gangsta rap, 
history of rap, history of rap book, rap oral history

The History of Hip Hop

When it was founded in 1984, Def Jam was a tiny operation nestled in the college dorm room of Rick 
Rubin. He and promoter Russell Simmons quickly built a music empire around a talented crew of 
groundbreaking artists and an allegiance to the "real street music" that was about to bust out of New 
York City's hip-hop circles. Over the course of several decades, Def Jam has helped launched many 
of the best acts in rap and pop music, including LL Cool J, the Beastie Boys, Public Enemy, Method 
Man, DMX, Ja Rule, Jay-Z, and Rihanna. Over 200 gold and over 70 platinum records bear the Def 
Jam label. Def Jam's 25th anniversary in 2009 was just another milestone in the story of a label that 
helped define the sound as well as the wider culture of hip-hop.

The Story of Def Jam

The story of Bad Boy Entertainment is one of triumph and tragedy. It was triumph when the dream of 
founder Sean "Puffy" Combs was transformed into one of the most successful record labels in the 



history of hip-hop music. It was tragedy when the life of Bad Boy's most successful artist, Christopher 
"Biggie" Wallace, was violently ended at the prime of his career. It was triumph again when Puffy evoked 
Biggie's memory in a chart-topping song that helped jump-start a highly successful performing career 
of his own. Nearly 20 years after its founding, Bad Boy Entertainment has grown from a record label 
spinning out rap hits to a do-everything company with dealings in the world of fashion, food, and music.

The Story of Bad Boy Entertainment

The only Hip Hop Book Series that explains the culture fully in the fewest words! *** Author of "Rapper's 
Delight" essay currently archived at the Library of Congress *** *** Guest speaker of BBC2 Radio 
"Rapper's Delight 40th Anniversary" by DJ Trevor Nelson - September 2019 *** Whether you are a fan 
of hip hop or you are just curious about it, you will not have to look further after finding Eric Reese's The 
History of Hip Hop Series and now the latest addition, The History of Trap. This concise but in-depth 
book explores all the distinguishing traits of what is not only a genre of music but a lifestyle. Reese 
traces the history of hip hop from its beginnings in the 1970s and reveals how it changed in the next 
decades until it became a worldwide phenomenon. The author gives attention to the influence of hip 
hop at every level, including art and fashion. He also makes valuable considerations about its originality 
in comparison with other genres. From the pages of The History of Hip Hop, you will realize the impact 
hip hop has on our society. Reese explains every aspect of its powerful influence and considers it not 
only as a musical genre but as a way of living. I like that after exploring the origins of hip hop and 
its meaning for African Americans, Reese included references to its worldwide presence. It shows its 
importance better than anything else. Reese's style is essential and clear. He does not linger on long 
and superfluous dissertations, but he goes straight to the point and enlightens the key concepts with 
clarity. At the end of The History of Hip Hop, you can be sure you will have all the elements to understand 
hip hop. You will also know what sets it apart from other musical genres. In short, you will have a clear 
picture in your mind, and you will be able to understand hip hop better. - Reviewed By Astrid Iustulin for 
Readers' Favorite Hip Hop Truth for the Art and Pulse of America! "From the beginning of the 2000s, 
Trap's evolution transformed Hip Hop and Rap to a whole new phenomenon!” With the gradual shift 
from traditional hip hop, a new style of music known as Trap paved way for inner-city youth; bringing 
out new flavor from new and old artists all over the globe. Now referred as “The Era of Trap.” T.I., Waka 
Flocka Flame, Young Jeezy, Lil Wayne, Gucci Mane, Travis Scott and many more brought in a new 
urban sound that is now competing with America‘s loudest street voice known as hip hop. This book 
takes you behind the scenes, giving you a fresh look at the new era of urban artistic talent that hopes 
to stay for many years to come. In this book, I provide you with simple perspectives (for beginners to 
advanced - student to professor) of the following: Origins of Trap Earliest Influence of the Trap Genre 
Examples of Trap culture Trap's Subgenres Details on Fusion Trap and its subgenres And much more... 
As hip hop's legacy continues to expand its sway, know for sure it's here to stay. The History of Trap 
gives you a direct-straight to the point history of the indisputable force of new rap and trap artists. Hip 
Hop lives on! Topics: hip hop art, hip hop accessories, hip hop and other things, hip hop at the end 
of the world book, hip hop book, hip hop baby book, hip hop coloring book, hip hop dance, hip hop 
dance clothes, hip hop experience, hip hop funko pop, hip hop family tree, hip hop fashion, hip hop 
family tree box set, hip hop flag, hip hop for kids, hip hop gifts, hip hop kids book, hip hop kids, hip hop 
legends alphabet book, hip hop legends, hip hop lollipop book, hip hop magazine, hip hop magazines 
for inmates, hip hop men, hip hop music, hip hop quotes, hip hop queens, hip hop questions, hip hop 
raised me, hip hop trivia, hip hop uncensored, hip hop vinyl, auxgod hip hop, abcs of hip hop, aretes 
hip hop, book of rhymes the poetics of hip hop, baby hip hop, boys hip hop, clothes hip hop, cadena 
hip hop, coffee table books hardcover hip hop, coffee table books hip hop, dance hip hop, funko hip 
hop, growing up hip hop, girls hip hop, hip hop, history of hip hop, jonathan abrams history of hip hop, 
kids hip hop, lyrically correct game 90's to 2000 hip hop, life lessons from hip hop, lofi hip hop, now hip 
hop, old school hip hop, origins of hip hop, raised on hip hop, records vinyl albums hip hop, the source 
magazine hip hop, the gospel of hip hop, the come up book hip hop, vinyl records hip hop, vinyl hip 
hop, vinyl music hip hop, vinyls records albums hip hop, vinyl albums hip hop, vinyl records greatest 
hits hip hop, wall art hip hop, worldstar hip hop, when the beat was born dj kool herc and the creation 
of hip hop, rap history, rap history timeline, rap history facts, rap history book, rap history trivia, rap 
about history, rap america history, rap songs about history, best rap album history, rap lyrics about 
history, atlanta rap history, american rap history, rap song about american history, rap music facts and 
history, rap history battles, rap beef history, rap black history, history rap beat, rappers black history 
month, rap battle origin, rap beat origin, rap history class, rap censorship history, rap origin country, 
rappers criminal history, hip hop rap history culture, rap culture origin, rap battles of history clean, 
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fastest rap in history, first rap in history, rap battles in history, best rap in history, jazz rap history, rap in 
the 2000s history, korean rap history, history rap lyrics, rap long history, rap story lyrics, rap story line, 
rap love story, rap love story song, black history rap lyrics, rap battles of history lyrics, us history rap 
lyrics, horrible history rap lyrics, rap history movie, rap history music, rap music history timeline, rap 
monster history, rapper made history, rap history name, rap name origin, rap history on this day, rap 
origin of word, origin story of rap, rap battles of history, epic rap of history, rap history of pop, rap poetry 
origin, rap history quiz, rap history questions, rap rock history, rap history show, history rap song, rap 
sample history, rap slang history, rap origin story, rapping history teacher, storytelling rap, storyteller 
rap, rap/hip hop history timeline, rap us history, story rap uk, rap music us history definition, uk rap 
history, underground rap history, rap us history definition, rap vs history, rap story vol 1, rap verb origin, 
history of rap 5, rap origin word, rap sheet word history, west coast rap history, history with rap, rap 
history x, rap history zulu, rap history zimbabwe, rap history zambia, history of rap music, history of 
rap kids book, history of rap baby book, rap history for kids, epic rap battles of history, the history of 
gangster rap, history of rap coffee table book, soren baker, chuck d presents this day in rap and hip-hop 
history, who got the camera a history of rap and reality, this day in rap and hip hop history, this day in 
rap history, the history of gangsta rap, history of rap, history of rap book, rap oral history

The History of Trap

In the Top Ten on YouTube, Facebook and Twitter, with millions of followers, Lil Wayne holds sway over 
a huge online community. All those lovin' the Best Rapper Alive need to buy this unofficial biography - 
the ultimate celebration of his grit and determination, with inspirational words and photographs.

Lil Wayne

Brown's in-depth tell-all details the making and building of Cash Money Records, Southern rap, and 
the biggest rap superstar in the universe who served a prison term at the height of his career and 
successfully released a hit album and videos while inside.

Lil Wayne

Brown details Dr. Dre's life, times, and history, in a way no other work has, brilliantly capturing the 
history of this music legend.

Dr. Dre in the Studio

The Ruffhouse Records founder tells how he overcame poverty, abuse, and addiction to start a label 
that launched some of music's biggest stars: “Gripping.”—Philadelphia Magazine As a struggling 
musician trying to catch a break in 1980s Philadelphia, Chris Schwartz navigated the crime-infested, 
morally bankrupt music industry to found and build one of the most successful hip-hop record labels 
in the world. That label was Ruffhouse, which launched the careers of Nas, The Fugees, Cypress Hill, 
and others, dominating the charts and generating global revenues of over a billion dollars. Schwartz 
and his partner, Joe Nicolo, built Ruffhouse from one desk and a phone to one of hip-hop's most 
revered record companies while simultaneously struggling with drug addiction and alcoholism. A story 
of money, greed, envy, betrayal, violence, addiction, loss, and redemption, not to mention a whole lot 
of music, Ruffhouse reveals the inside story of the record companies, recording studios, tour buses, 
private jets, mansions, radio stations, and concert halls at the height of hip-hop's 1990s heyday while 
also uncovering the darker side of the business, from police stations to rehab clinics, courtrooms to 
prisons. Told in Schwartz's own candid, searing prose, Ruffhouse is a portrayal of hip-hop culture at 
its tipping point, as it transitioned from urban curiosity to global phenomenon. “[A] story of adversity 
and perseverance…Fans of these artists will love the insider information on the recording process and 
the trials and tribulations of getting this music out into the world.”�Library Journal “All respect to Chris 
Schwartz. He is a great visionary.”—Nas



Ruffhouse

In its 114th year, Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, 
events, brand, content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and of-
fers unrivaled reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment 
issues and trends.

Billboard

The life of sco is a powerful book about an indi artist that never gave up on his dream this a must read 
book if you trying to make it in the music game. www.mainstreetpromotions.biz

The Life of Sco

When it was founded in 1984, Def Jam was a tiny operation nestled in the college dorm room of Rick 
Rubin. He and promoter Russell Simmons quickly built a music empire around a talented crew of 
groundbreaking artists and an allegiance to the "real street music" that was about to bust out of New 
York City's hip-hop circles. Over the course of several decades, Def Jam has helped launched many 
of the best acts in rap and pop music, including LL Cool J, the Beastie Boys, Public Enemy, Method 
Man, DMX, Ja Rule, Jay-Z, and Rihanna. Over 200 gold and over 70 platinum records bear the Def 
Jam label. Def Jam's 25th anniversary in 2009 was just another milestone in the story of a label that 
helped define the sound as well as the wider culture of hip-hop.

The Story of Def Jam Records

Profiles several musicians who introduced hip-hop to the world.

A History of Hip-Hop

Describes the practice of sampling in hip-hop music, covering its history, ethics, artists, and aesthetics.

Making Beats

FORMER CASH MONEY RECORDS "HOT BOY TURK" OFFERS WITH HIS AUTO-THUGOGRAPHY 
HIS LIFE AS A LIVING TESTAMENT OF HIS YOUNG N THUGGIN PAIN,STRUGGLES.MENTAL-MA-
TURITY,SPIRITUAL GROWTH,AND HIS REDEMPTION. TAB"YOUNG TURK "VIRGIL JR.FROM 
NEW ORLEANS "UPTOWN MAGNOLIA PROJECTS, AS A YOUNG ASPIRING FOOTBALL PLAY-
ER DARED TO DREAM. AFTER DEVELOPING HIS ABILITY TO, AND PASSION FOR RAP-
PING, HIS SKILLS CAUGHT THE ATTENTION OF CASH MONEY RECORDS "SLIM AND THE 
"BIRDMAN "BABY AND WAS RECRUITED. AFTER JOINING THE RANKS OF CASH MONEY 
LABEL-MATES;JUVENILE,B.G AND LIL WAYNE, TURK'S PRESENCE HELPED CREATE CASH 
MONEY RECORD'S SENSATIONAL AND PLATINUM-SELLING"HOT BOYS"!! WITH THEIR INTER-
NATIONAL SUCCESS THEY WERE INSTANTLY BOMBARDED WITH FORTUNE AND FAME, BUT 
TURK WAS BLIND-SIDED BY IT'S ADMIXTURE OF EVIL.... READ THE AUTO THUGOGRAPHY OF 
TURK AND TRAVEL WITH TURK THROUGH HIS ACTION PACKED YOUNG LIFE IN NEW ORLEANS 
"UPTOWN MAGNOLIA PROJECTS, HIS YEARS AS A CASH MONEY MILLIONAIRE, HIS HEROIN 
AND COCAINE ADDICTION, THE 52 SHOTS "SHOOT OUT "THAT HE ESCAPED IN MEMPHIS, AND 
HIS ATTEMPTED MURDER CONVICTION AND SENTENCE.

The Autothugography of Turk

First book in the world to detail the independent record labels that released rap music from 1979 to 
1989. Details the record companies, and lists the catalogue numbers of each phono record (maxi 12 
singles) and the date manufactured and rates it based on rarity. (Some of these records have sold for 
over $2,000 recently on ebay etc..) Details the record labels alphabetically. Author Freddy Fresh is an 
artist and world renowned dance music producer who travelled to over 30 countries to research this 
book. Won the Award for Excellence in Historical Sound Research and has been given rave reviews in 
the New York Times, Record Collector, Vibe, The Source, Village Voice etc..

Freddy Fresh Presents the Rap Records

From his time in the group NWA to his work with Eminem, Dr. Dre has been a major part of hip-hop's 
history. The rapper/producer has been able to make hit music for years. Today, he's also moving into 



business with Beats by Dre. It seems there's nothing that Dre can't do! Dr. Dre tells the story of one of 
hip-hop's most important artists and producers. Read about Dre's role in starting Death Row Records 
and Aftermath Entertainment. Learn about what Dre has been through to reach his goals, and how 
he's survived tough times.

Dr. Dre

In its 114th year, Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, 
events, brand, content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and of-
fers unrivaled reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment 
issues and trends.

Billboard

An “impassioned tribute” (Publishers Weekly, starred review) to the most influential music culture today, 
Atlanta rap—a masterful, street-level story of art, money, race, class, and salvation from acclaimed 
New York Times reporter Joe Coscarelli. From mansions to trap houses, office buildings to strip clubs, 
Atlanta is defined by its rap music. But this flashy and fast-paced world is rarely seen below surface level 
as a collection not of superheroes and villains, cartoons and caricatures, but of flawed and inspired 
individuals all trying to get a piece of what everyone else seems to have. In artistic, commercial, and 
human terms, Atlanta rap represents the most consequential musical ecosystem of this century. Rap 
Capital tells the dramatic stories of the people who make it tick and the city that made them that way. 
The lives of the artists driving the culture, from megastars like Lil Baby and Migos to lesser-known 
local strivers like Lil Reek and Marlo, represent the modern American dream but also an American 
nightmare, as young Black men and women wrestle generational curses, crippled school systems, 
incarceration, and racism on the way to an improbably destination atop art and commerce. Across 
Atlanta, rap dreams power countless overlapping economies, but they’re also a gamble, one that could 
make a poor man rich or a poor man poorer, land someone in jail or keep them out of it. Drawing 
on years of reporting, more than a hundred interviews, dozens of hours in recording studios and on 
immersive ride-alongs, acclaimed New York Times reporter Joe Coscarelli weaves a cinematic tapestry 
of this singular American culture as it took over in the last decade, from the big names to the lesser-seen 
prospects, managers, grunt-workers, mothers, DJs, lawyers, and dealers that are equally important to 
the industry. The result is a deeply human, era-defining book that is “required reading for anyone who 
has ever wondered how, exactly, Atlanta hip-hop took over the world” (Kelefa Sanneh, author of Major 
Labels). Entertaining and profound, Rap Capital is an epic of art, money, race, class, and sometimes, 
salvation.

Rap Capital

A riveting historical account of how two hustlers invested everything in one 10 years old and changed 
the music business, forever! Magnolia: Home of tha Soldiers, the 9th book in the series, is a look at 
how Cash Money Records produced some of the iconic stars of the last two decades, and continues 
to cash in on the day.

Magnolia

Author Jake Brown has woven a tale of intense drama that paved the way for some of the world’s 
biggest stars, including: Tupac Shakur, Dr. Dre and Snoop Dog. The Suge Knight and Death Row Story 
details the visionary entrepreneur’s life story, encompassing his meteoric rise to the top of the charts 
after partnering with Dre to found Death Row Records. It tells you where Suge intends to take Hip Hop 
in the new millennium and features insightful interviews with business associates, family members and 
artists who speak candidly about his life.

Suge Knight

Hip hop is remarkably self-critical as a genre. In lyrics, rappers continue to debate the definition of 
hip hop and question where the line between underground artist and mainstream crossover is drawn, 
who owns the culture and who runs the industry, and most importantly, how to remain true to the 
culture's roots while also seeking fame and fortune. The tension between the desires to preserve hip 
hop's original culture and to create commercially successful music promotes a lyrical war of words 
between mainstream and underground artists that keeps hip hop very much alive today. In response 



to criticisms that hip hop has suffered or died in its transition to the mainstream, this book seeks 
to highlight and examine the ongoing dialogue among rap artists whose work describes their own 
careers. Proclamations of hip hop's death have flooded the airwaves. The issue may have reached its 
boiling point in Nas's 2006 album Hip Hop is Dead. Nas's album is driven by nostalgia for a mythically 
pure moment in hip hop's history, when the music was motivated by artistic passion, instead of base 
commercialism. In the course of this same album, however, Nas himself brags about making money 
for his particular record label. These and similar contradictions are emblematic of the complex forces 
underlying the dialogue that keeps hip hop a vital element of our culture. Is Hip Hop Dead? seeks to 
illuminate the origins of hip hop nostalgia and examine how artists maintain control of their music and 
culture in the face of corporate record companies, government censorship, and the standardization of 
the rap image. Many hip hop artists, both mainstream and underground, use their lyrics to engage in 
a complex dialogue about rhyme skills versus record sales, and commercialism versus culture. This 
ongoing dialogue invigorates hip hop and provides a common ground upon which we can reconsider 
many of the developments in the industry over the past 20 years. Building from black traditions that value 
knowledge gained from personal experience, rappers emphasize the importance of street knowledge 
and its role in forging a career in the music business. Lyrics adopt models of the self-made man 
narrative, yet reject the trajectories of white Americans like Benjamin Franklin who espoused values of 
prudence, diligence, and delayed gratification. Hip hop's narratives instead promote a more immediately 
viable gratification through crime and extend this criminal mentality to their work in the music business. 
Through the lens of hip hop, and the threats to hip hop culture, author Mickey Hess is able to confront 
a range of important issues, including race, class, criminality, authenticity, the media, and personal 
identity.

Is Hip Hop Dead?

Finally Revealed.. The Amazing insider Secrets of Starting your own Rap Record Label Without Making 
Costly Mistakes. A Proven, Step-By-Step Method To Start Your Very Own Record Label In 60 days or 
Less Dear Soon-to-be Record Label Entrepreneur, If you want to start your own record label but thinks 
it's confusing and difficult and looking for someone who can actually help you, then you've come to 
the right place. Despite this guide is focused on Starting rap and Hip Hop Labels...Here you'll find 
out exactly how you can start an indie record label in any genres of music including country music, 
reggae, rock..etc The author is Record Executive turned Music Business consultant with 20 years of 
Entertainment lawyer experience who hails from the birth place of hip hop music New York City.He's 
penned down everything there is about starting a record label into this over 100+ pages e-book. It will 
take you by the hand and guides you step by step through what's involved in starting an independent 
record label of your own and will help you to become the KING KONG of the record label business. 
Today only, get this Amazon bestseller for just $29.95. Regularly priced at $49.95. Unlike other How to 
start a record label e-books here on Amazon, this e-book is guaranteed to get you started and help you 
succeed in record label business. This ultimate record label guide will provide information and advice 
on everything you should know to start your own record company and run it successfully. Here Is A 
Preview Of What You'll Learn... It will show you how to start your own record label business, retaining 
lawyers and accountants, what to include in your business plan, how to construct budgets, what to look 
for in an artist and how to sign one, the ins and outs of artist contracts, what to seek in a distributor, 
and how to develop a marketing plan that can market your music effectively. This comprehensive record 
label guide is your road map to success and offers information on the following: Everything there is to 
know about owning a record label such as what you know before starting and exactly where to start 
from! Step by step instructions on legally establishing your record label! Comprehensive discussion on 
the most important aspects of your record label and its type! Estimation of required start-up cost, advice 
on where to find the investors and more! Tips and advice on establishing your record label business! 
Details on different aspects of releasing CDs including the technical aspect of making CDs! Helpful 
tips and advice on making money and spreading word-of-mouth for your music! Various proven ways 
of publicity that will push your artist, and your label, right into the center of attention! Everything about 
radio stations, from how they run to who works there! A complete guide to forming a radio promotion 
plan! Importance of promotional tours for grabbing media attention and expose your artist to new fans! 
This e-book is written in simple and easy to understand language, jam packed with vital advice, helpful 
tips and proven techniques that show you exactly what you need to become the next Artista Records or 
even Universal Record Label and market yourself as a top-notch record label executive! Imagine What 
You'll Be Up To After Reading Our Guide... You'll fire your boss, quit your job and leave the boring life 
of the 9 to 5 grind! Take action today and Order this book for a limited time discount of only $29.95! Hit 



the Buy Now Button!! Tags:Gucci Mane,gucci mane book,black privilege,charlamagne,The Rap Year 
Book,How to Rap

The Story of So So Def Recordings

There's no doubt about it, today's students listen to an average of 2.5 hours of music every day. Guess 
what they are listening to? Hip-hop is mainstream, continually topping Billboard's Hot 100 charts. 
These hi-lo biographies engage striving readers from the very beginning with blinged-out covers, 
stunning four-color photographs, modern and graphic page design, and high-interest informational text. 
Biographies highlight the unique characteristics of each mega-rapper, including childhood struggles, 
personal style, rivalries, giving back, and more. Each 48-page ebook includes a timeline and glossary, 
with vocabulary words highlighted throughout. The world knows 50 Cent as a hip-hop artist and movie 
star. He has won dozens of awards and made millions of dollars. He works to end hunger around the 
world. But 50 Cent, also known as Fiddy, grew up living a very different life in South Jamaica, Queens. 
It was the height of the 1980's crack epidemic. And Fiddy was dealing crack by age twelve...

How to Start a Rap Record Label:

In its 114th year, Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, 
events, brand, content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and of-
fers unrivaled reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment 
issues and trends.

50 Cent

When it comes to the world of hip-hop, nothing shines brighter than glorious bling. A fascinating look 
in words and pictures at the stars of hip-hop and their fabulous jewelry. elcome to the rarified world of 
hip-hop royalty, where mega-stars from Jay-Z to J. Lo flash brilliant rocks to signify status and express 
personal style. In Bling Bling, writer and radio show host Minya Oh takes readers deep inside this 
star-studded world, exploring the wild appetite for flashy adornment that typifies the contemporary rap 
scene. See how the other half sparkles in this fascinating photo-filled book devoted to the history and 
culture of rappers and their jewelry from the last 25 years. Run DMC, Slick Rick, Ludacris, and Puff 
Daddy are just some of the rap legends who show and tell, as the author travels from East Coast to 
West to discover the world's most fabulous accoutrements and the stories behind them.

Billboard

“There has never been a better book about hip-hop…a record-biz portrait that jumps off the page.”—A.V. 
Club THE INSPIRATION FOR THE VH1 SERIES THE BREAKS The Big Payback takes readers from 
the first $15 made by a “rapping DJ” in 1970s New York to the multi-million-dollar sales of the Phat 
Farm and Roc-a-Wear clothing companies in 2004 and 2007. On this four-decade-long journey from 
the studios where the first rap records were made to the boardrooms where the big deals were inked, 
The Big Payback tallies the list of who lost and who won. Read the secret histories of the early long-shot 
successes of Sugar Hill Records and Grandmaster Flash, Run DMC's crossover breakthrough on 
MTV, the marketing of gangsta rap, and the rise of artist/ entrepreneurs like Jay-Z and Sean “Diddy” 
Combs. 300 industry giants like Def Jam founders Rick Rubin and Russell Simmons gave their 
stories to renowned hip-hop journalist Dan Charnas, who provides a compelling, never-before-seen, 
myth-debunking view into the victories, defeats, corporate clashes, and street battles along the 40-year 
road to hip-hop's dominance. INCLUDES PHOTOGRAPHS

Bling Bling

Hip-hop music began in the neighborhoods of the Bronx, New York, during the 1970s and grew to 
become a major cultural influence all over the world. Hip-hop has evolved through both individual 
innovation and technological breakthroughs. Landmark Hip-Hop Hits traces the development of this 
musical genre through discussion of its biggest hits and most important stars, from early songs like 
"Rapper's Delight" and "The Message" to contemporary hits by performers like Jay-Z, Drake, Eminem, 
Nicki Minaj, and Lil Wayne. The songs discussed in this book had an important part to play in shaping 
the history of the hip-hop movement over the past five decades.

The Big Payback



An inside look at the world's largest and most successful hip-hop record label traces the evolution 
of Def Jam, Inc. from an idea hatched in an NYU dorm room in 1984 to a multibillion-dollar hip-hop 
phenomenon.

Landmark Hip Hop Hits

Def Jam, Inc
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