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Explore the captivating narratives from baseball's Deadball Era, featuring iconic legends like Ty Cobb,
Frank 'Home Run' Baker, and the controversial Shoeless Joe Jackson. This collection delves into the
wildest and most unforgettable moments that shaped the early landscape of America's favorite pastime,
offering a thrilling glimpse into its storied past.
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Tales from the Deadball Era

The Deadball Era (190101920) is a baseball fan/s dream. Hope and despair, innocence and cynicism,
and levity and hostility blended then to create an air of excitement, anticipation, and concern for all
who entered the confines of a major league ballpark. Cheating for the sake of victory earned respect,
corrupt ballplayers fixed games with impunity, and violence plagued the sport. Spectators stormed the
field to attack players and umpires, ballplayers charged the stands to pummel hecklers, and physical
battles between opposing clubs occurred regularly in a phenomenon known as érowdyism.d At the
same time, endearing practices infused baseball with lightheartedness, kindness, and laughter. Fans
ran onto the field with baskets of flowers, loving cups, diamond jewelry, gold watches, and cash for their
favorite players in the middle of games. Ballplayers volunteered for 6benefit contestsé to aid fellow big
leaguers and the country in times of need. 6Joke gameso reduced sport to pure theater as outfielders
intentionally dropped fly balls, infielders happily booted easy grounders, hurlers tossed soft pitches
over the middle of the plate, and umpires ignored the rules. Winning meant nothing, amusement meant
everything, and league officials looked the other way. Mark Halfon looks at life in the major leagues in
the early 1900s, the careers of John McGraw, Ty Cobb, and Walter Johnson, and the events that brought
about the end of the Deadball Era. He highlights the strategies, underhanded tactics, and bitter battles
that defined this storied time in baseball history, while providing detailed insights into the players and
teams involved in bringing to a conclusion this remarkable period in baseball history.

Ty Cobb

"An authoritative, reliable and compelling biography of perhaps the most significant and controversial
player in baseball history, Ty Cobb, drawing in part on newly discovered letters and documents"--

Hang the Moon

From Jeannette Walls, the bestselling author of The Glass Castle, a riveting new novel about an
indomitable young woman in Prohibition-era Virginia Most folk thought Sallie Kincaid was a nobody
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who’d amount to nothing. Sallie had other plans. Sallie Kincaid is the daughter of the biggest man in a
small town, the charismatic Duke Kincaid. Born at the turn of the twentieth century into a life of comfort
and privilege, Sallie remembers little about her mother, who died in a violent argument with the Duke.
By the time she is just eight years old, the Duke has remarried and had a son, Eddie. While Sallie

is the Duke's daughter, sharp-witted and resourceful, Eddie is his mother’s son, timid and cerebral.
When Sallie tries to teach young Eddie to be more like their father, her daredevil coaching leads to
an accident, and Sallie is cast out. Nine years later, she returns, determined to reclaim her place in
the family. That’s a lot more complicated than Sallie expected, and she enters a world of conflict and
lawlessness. Sallie confronts the secrets and scandals that hide in the shadows of the Big House,
navigates the factions in the family and town, and finally comes into her own as a bold, sometimes
reckless bootlegger. 'Jeannette Walls created my new favorite hero in her protagonist, Sallie Kincaid.
Sallie is sharp, bold, unflinching, and humorous despite, or maybe because of, her hardships.' —
Jennette McCurdy, bestselling author of I'm Glad My Mom Died 'Hang the Moon is Jeannette Walls's
masterwork. Epic in scope, the novel is a thrill ride through Prohibition and change in the American
South ... The prose is so elegant and so close to the bone you feel Sallie's heartbeat. Glorious.'
Adriana Trigiani, author of The Good Left Undone 'Does what all good books should: it affirms our faith
in the human spirit." Dani Shapiro on The Glass Castle 'Like J.D. Salinger or Hemingway before her,
Jeannette Walls has the talent of knowing exactly how to let a story tell itself.” Sunday Independent on
The Glass Castle

Think in Public

Since 2012, Public Books has championed a new kind of community for intellectual engagement,
discussion, and action. An online magazine that unites the best of the university with the openness
of the internet, Public Books is where new ideas are debuted, old facts revived, and dangerous
illusions dismantled. Here, young scholars present fresh thinking to audiences outside the academy,
accomplished authors weigh in on timely issues, and a wide range of readers encounter the most
vital academic insights and explore what they mean for the world at large. Think in Public: A Public
Books Reader presents a selection of inspiring essays that exemplify the magazine’s distinctive
approach to public scholarship. Gathered here are Public Books contributions from today’s leading
thinkers, including Jill Lepore, Imani Perry, Kim Phillips-Fein, Salamishah Tillet, Jeremy Adelman, N.
D. B. Connolly, Namwali Serpell, and Ursula K. Le Guin. The result is a guide to the most exciting
contemporary ideas about literature, politics, economics, history, race, capitalism, gender, technology;,
and climate change by writers and researchers pushing public debate about these topics in new
directions. Think in Public is a lodestone for a rising generation of public scholars and a testament
to the power of knowledge.

Ballparks of the Deadball Era

While most serious fans know that the Deadball Era was characterized by low scoring, aggressive
baserunning, and strong pitching, few understand the extent to which ballparks determined the style
of play. As it turns out, the general absence of standardization and the ever-changing dimensions,
configurations, and ground rules had a profound effect on the game, as offensive production would
rise and fall, sometimes dramatically, from year to year. Especially in the early years of the American
League, home teams enjoyed an unprecedented advantage over visiting clubs. The 1901 Orioles

are a case in point, as the club batted an astounding .325 at Oriole Park IV--some 60 points above
their road average and 54 points better than visitors to the park. Organized by major league city, this
comprehensive study of Deadball parks and park effects provides fact-filled, data-heavy commentary
on all 34 ballparks used by the American and National Leagues from 1901 through 1919. Illustrations
and historical photos are included, along with a foreword by Philip J. Lowry and a final chapter that
offers an assessment of the overall impact of parks on the era.

Fall from Grace

Considered by Ty Cobb as “the finest natural hitter in the history of the game,” “Shoeless Joe” Jackson
is ranked with the greatest players to ever step onto a baseball diamond. With a career .356 batting
average—which is still ranked third all-time—the man from Pickens County, South Carolina, was on
his way to becoming one of the greatest players in the sport’s history. That is until the “Black Sox”
scandal of 1919, which shook baseball to its core. While many have sympathized with Jackson’s

ban from baseball (even though he hit .375 during the 1919 World Series), not much is truly known



about this quiet slugger. Whether he participated in the throwing of the World Series or not, he is still
considered one of the game’s best, and many have fought for his induction into the National Baseball
Hall of Fame. From the author of Turning the Black Sox White (on Charles Comiskey) and War on the
Basepaths (on Ty Cobb), Shoeless Joe tells the story of the incredible life of Joseph Jefferson Jackson.
From a mill boy to a baseball icon, author Tim Hornbaker breaks down the rise and fall of “Shoeless
Joe,” giving an inside look during baseball's Deadball Era, including Jackson’s personal point of view
of the “Black Sox” scandal, which has never been covered before. Skyhorse Publishing, along with
our Arcade, Good Books, Sports Publishing, and Yucca imprints, is proud to publish a broad range

of biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs. Our list includes biographies on well-known historical
figures like Benjamin Franklin, Nelson Mandela, and Alexander Graham Bell, as well as villains from
history, such as Heinrich Himmler, John Wayne Gacy, and O. J. Simpson. We have also published
survivor stories of World War II, memoirs about overcoming adversity, first-hand tales of adventure,
and much more. While not every title we publish becomes a New York Times bestseller or a national
bestseller, we are committed to books on subjects that are sometimes overlooked and to authors whose
work might not otherwise find a home.

Playing for Keeps

In the late 1850s organized baseball was a club-based fraternal sport thriving in the cultures of
respectable artisans, clerks and shopkeepers, and middle-class sportsmen. Two decades later it

had become an entertainment business run by owners and managers, depending on gate receipts
and the increasingly disciplined labor of skilled player-employees. Playing for Keeps is an insightful,
in-depth account of the game that became America's premier spectator sport for nearly a century.
Reconstructing the culture and experience of early baseball through a careful reading of the sporting
press, baseball guides, and the correspondence of the player-manager Harry Wright, Warren Goldstein
discovers the origins of many modern controversies during the game's earliest decades. The 20th
Anniversary Edition of Goldstein's classic includes information about the changes that have occurred
in the history of the sport since the 1980s and an account of his experience as a scholarly consultant
during the production of Ken Burns's Baseball.

The Deadball Era

Honus Wagner, the star player for the Pittsburgh Pirates during the Deadball Era, said hitting a baseball
in those days was like hitting “a chunk of mud.” The game back then was played a different way than
it is today. Bunts were more common than home runs, and pitching dominated hitting. It was the age
of the legal spitball, shine ball, emery ball, and grease ball. It was also a time of change, when much
of what we see as the modern game came to be. Many of the practices and traditions we see in the
game today--from team nicknames on uniforms to the seventh-inning stretch--have their origin in the
Deadball Era.

Ty Cobb

"Shoeless" Joe Jackson was one of baseball's greatest hitters and most colorful players. Born Joseph
Jefferson Wofford Jackson on July 16, 1888, in Pickens County, South Carolina, Jackson went to work
in a textile mill when he was around six years old, and got his start in baseball playing for the Brandon
Mill team at the age of 13 earning $2.50 a game. He emerged as the star of the team and a favorite of
fans with his hitting and throwing abilities, and moved up to play in the Carolina Association, where he
received his nickname "Shoeless" because the blisters on his feet forced him to play in his stockings.
He then made his move to the major leagues, signing on with the Philadelphia Athletics and rising to
fame. This work chronicles Jackson's life from his poor beginnings to his involvement in the scandal
surrounding the 1919 World Series to his life after baseball and his death December 5, 1951, with most
of the work focusing on his baseball career.

Shoeless

This immensely readable biography tells the story of Shoeless Joe Jackson, generally considered
baseball's greatest natural hitter ever--but who was implicated in the most notorious sports scandal in
American history. of photos.

Say It Ain't So, Joe!



The Life and Times of Ty Cobb is a fascinating and authoritative biography written by an actor who
has portrayed Cobb on stages across the United States and Canada. Cobb was one of the most
controversial players in baseball history. Many baseball experts call Ty one of the greatest players who
ever lived. His lifetime batting average of .367 is still the highest of all time. When he retired in 1928,
after twenty-two years with the Detroit Tigers and two with the Philadelphia Athletics, he held more than
ninety records. Numbers don't tell half of Cobb's tale. The Georgia Peach was by far the most thrilling
player of the era: "Ty Cobb could cause more excitement with a base on balls than Babe Ruth could with
a grand slam," one columnist wrote. When the Hall of Fame began in 1936, Cobb was the first player
voted in. Babe Ruth finished second. Cobb was a complex, misunderstood man and one of the game's
most controversial characters. He got in fights, on and off the field, and was often accused of being
overly aggressive. His supporters acknowledged that he was a fierce and fiery competitor. Because his
philosophy was to "create a mental hazard for the other man," despite his enemies, he was also widely
admired. He was a friend of presidents from William H. Taft to Dwight D. Eisenhower. He was baseball's
first millionaire and one of the first to endorse corporate products and make a Hollywood movie. After
his death in 1961, something strange happened. His reputation morphed into that of a virulent racist
who sharpened his spikes, a monster who attacked infielders and catchers. Books and films were full
of myths, lies and uncorroborated stories. How did this happen? Who is the real Ty Cobb? Setting the
record straight, actor and author Norm Coleman became the debunker of the myths and lies told about
Ty. Coleman researched the life of the shy son of a professor and state senator from Georgia, who was
progressive on race for his time and later became America’s first true American sports celebrity. In the
process, he tells of a life overflowing with stories of the men he knew: Babe Ruth, Joe DiMaggio, Ted
Williams and many others. Coleman calls Cobb, "The Picasso of his time. Like Frank Sinatra, he did it
his way." He writes of the man we thought we knew but really didn't.

The Life and Times of Ty Cobb

“Shoeless” Joe Jackson was one of baseball’s greatest hitters and most colorful players. Born Joseph
Jefferson Wofford Jackson on July 16, 1888, in Pickens County, South Carolina, Jackson went to work
in a textile mill when he was around six years old, and got his start in baseball playing for the Brandon
Mill team at the age of 13 earning $2.50 a game. He emerged as the star of the team and a favorite of
fans with his hitting and throwing abilities, and moved up to play in the Carolina Association, where he
received his nickname “Shoeless” because the blisters on his feet forced him to play in his stockings.
He then made his move to the major leagues, signing on with the Philadelphia Athletics and rising to
fame. This work chronicles Jackson’s life from his poor beginnings to his involvement in the scandal
surrounding the 1919 World Series to his life after baseball and his death December 5, 1951, with most
of the work focusing on his baseball career.

Shoeless

Another peek at baseball's good old days—or, in this case, bad old days—by veteran sports-historian
Harvey Frommer. Frommer paints Shoeless Joe as a baseball natural ("Joe Jackson hit the ball harder
than any man ever to play baseball"—Ty Cobb), an illiterate hick (his table utensils consisted of knife
and fingers), and an innocent man snared by the greatest scandal in baseball history.

Say it Ain't So, Joe!

Jim Leeke tells the little-known history of Grover Cleveland Alexander and fellow athletes in the 342nd
Field Artillery Regiment during the Great War.

Shoeless Joe and Ragtime Baseball

James T. Farrell and Baseball is a social history of baseball on Chicago’s South Side, drawing on the
writings of novelist James T. Farrell along with historical sources. Charles DeMotte shows how baseball
in the early decades of the twentieth century developed on all levels and in all areas of Chicago,
America’s second largest city at the time, and how that growth intertwined with Farrell’s development
as a fan and a writer who used baseball as one of the major themes of his work. DeMotte goes
beyond Farrell’s literary focus to tell a larger story about baseball on Chicago’s South Side during this
time—when Charles Comiskey’s White Sox won two World Series and were part of a rich baseball
culture that was widely played at the amateur, semipro, and black ball levels. DeMotte highlights the
1919-20 Black Sox fix and scandal, which traumatized not only Farrell and Chicago but also baseball



and the broader culture. By tying Farrell’s fictional and nonfictional works to Chicago’s vibrant baseball
history, this book fills an important gap in the history of baseball during the Deadball Era.

The Best Team Over There
A brief biography of Babe Ruth.

James T. Farrell and Baseball

Baseball and Philosophy brings together two high-powered pastimes: the sport of baseball and the
academic discipline of philosophy. Eric Bronson asked eighteen young professors to provide their
profound analysis of some aspect of baseball. The result offers surprisingly deep insights into this
most American of games. The contributors include many of the leading voices in the burgeoning new
field of philosophy of sport, plus a few other talented philosophers with a personal interest in baseball.
A few of the contributors are also drawn from academic areas outside philosophy: statistics, law,

and history. This volume gives the thoughtful baseball fan substancial material to think more deeply
about. What moral issues are raised by the Intentional Walk? Do teams sometimes benefit from the
self-interested behavior of their individual members? How can Zen be applied to hitting? Is it ethical
to employ deception in sports? Can a game be defined by its written rules or are there also other
constraints? What can the U.S. Supreme Court learn from umpiring? Why should baseball be the only
industry exempt from antitrust laws? What part does luck play in any game of skill?

Babe Ruth - the Sultan of Swat

Christy Mathewson (188071925) was the greatest baseball pitcher of his day, a hero with appeal
reaching beyond sports. A college-educated player from Pennsylvania farm country, he restored
respectability to a game tarnished by the rowdies who had dominated baseball in the 1890s. Pitchinggin
a Pinch, originally published in 1912, is an insider?s account blending anecdote, biography, instruction,
and social history. It celebrates baseball as it was played in the first decade of the twentieth century
by famous contemporaries like Honus Wagner and Rube Marquand, managers like John McGraw and
Connie Mack, and many others. Always sensitive to psychology as well as technique, Mathewson
describes the ?dangerous batters? he faced, the ?peculiarities? of big-league pitchers, the ?good
and bad? of coaching, umpiring, sign-stealing, base-running, spring training, and the importance of
superstition to athletes. Matty, as he was called, makes the reader feel that tense moment when a
player in a pinch must use his head.

Baseball and Philosophy

A biography of the illiterate baseball star who was banned from the game after being implicated in the
plot to throw the 1919 World Series, known as the "Black Sox" scandal

Pitching in a Pinch, Or, Baseball from the Inside

Canadian-born George "Mooney" Gibson (1880-1967) grew up playing baseball on the sandlots around
London, Ontario, before going on to star with the Pittsburgh Pirates of the National League. In an era
known for tough, defensive catchers, Gibson was an ironman and set records for endurance. He helped
the Pirates defeat Ty Cobb and the Detroit Tigers to win their first World Series in 1909. He played
with and against some of the biggest hames in the game and counted Cobb, Honus Wagner and
John McGraw as friends. He then held numerous coaching and managing roles in New York, Toronto,
Pittsburgh, Washington and Chicago--the last Canadian to manage full-time in the Major Leagues.

Shoeless Joe Jackson

Considered one of the greatest baseball players of all time, Ty Cobb cast a shadow over the game
with his violent behavior on the field and off. His shadow was never darker than when it fell on his
teammates. Sam Crawford, Harry Heilmann and Heinie Manush were three of the greatest players in
baseball history, good enough to be in the National Baseball Hall of Fame. Each played in the Detroit
outfield alongside Cobb, though their fame never reached the level of his. Little is remembered about
this trio of Hall of Famers. Crawford, the all-time triples leader, Heilmann, the last right-handed batter
to hit .400, and Manush, another batting champion, each made his own mark on the game, detailed
for the first time in this triple biography.



George Mooney Gibson

After the Civil War, the Yankee textile industry began a steady transfer south, bringing with it the tradition
of a mill village, usually owned by the mill's owner, where the workers and their families lived. The
new game of baseball quickly became a foundation of mill village life. A rich tradition of textile league
baseball in South Carolina is here reconstructed from newspaper accounts and interviews with former
players and fans. Players such as “Shoeless” Joe Jackson and Champ Osteen made their marks as
“lintheads” in these semipro leagues. The fierce rivalries between competing mills and the impact of
the teams on mill life are recounted. Appendices list club records and rosters for many of the teams
from 1880 through 1955.

Officiating Baseball

Now available in paperback, Harold Seymour and Dorothy Seymour Mills' Baseball: The Early Years
recounts the true story of how baseball came into being and how it developed into a highly organized
business and social institution. The Early Years, traces the growth of baseball from the time of the first
recorded ball game at Valley Forge during the revolution until the formation of the two present-day major
leagues in 1903. By investigating previously unknown sources, the book uncovers the real story of how
baseball evolved from a gentleman's amateur sport of "well-bred play followed by well-laden banquet
tables" into a professional sport where big leagues operate under their own laws. Offering countless
anecdotes and a wealth of new information, the authors explode many cherished myths, including
the one which claims that Abner Doubleday "invented" baseball in 1839. They describe the influence
of baseball on American business, manners, morals, social institutions, and even show business, as
well as depicting the types of men who became the first professional ball players, club owners, and
managers, including Spalding, McGraw, Comiskey, and Connie Mack. Note: On August 2, 2010, Oxford
University Press made public that it would credit Dorothy Seymour Mills as co-author of the three
baseball histories previously "authored" solely by her late husband, Harold Seymour. The Seymours
collaborated on Baseball: The Early Years (1960), Baseball: The Golden Age (1971) and Baseball: The
People's Game (1991).

In Cobb's Shadow

Although largely ignored by historians of both baseball in general and the Negro leagues in particular,
Latinos have been a significant presence in organized baseball from the beginning. In this benchmark
study on Latinos and professional baseball from the 1880s to the present, Adrian Burgos tells a
compelling story of the men who negotiated the color line at every turn—passing as "Spanish" in the
major leagues or seeking respect and acceptance in the Negro leagues. Burgos draws on archival
materials from the U.S., Cuba, and Puerto Rico, as well as Spanish- and English-language publications
and interviews with Negro league and major league players. He demonstrates how the manipulation
of racial distinctions that allowed management to recruit and sign Latino players provided a template
for Brooklyn Dodgers’ general manager Branch Rickey when he initiated the dismantling of the color
line by signing Jackie Robinson in 1947. Burgos's extensive examination of Latino participation before
and after Robinson's debut documents the ways in which inclusion did not signify equality and shows
how notions of racialized difference have persisted for darker-skinned Latinos like Orestes ("Minnie")
Mifioso, Roberto Clemente, and Sammy Sosa.

Textile League Baseball

1951. Greenville, South Carolina. Jimmy Roberts is the best hitter in this little mill town, and maybe in
the whole Textile Baseball League. He's got major league potential, and then some. But to get there,
he'll need a miracle. Or maybe the help of a local drunk and liquor store owner ... who just happens to
go by the name of "Shoeless Joe."

Baseball

This account of the four baseball seasons of 1900 through 1903 seeks to capture the flavor of the
period by providing yearly overviews from the standpoint of each team and by focusing more deeply
on 30 or more players of the era--not only such legendary stars as Cy Young and Willie Keeler, but
also relative unknowns such as Bill Keister and Kip Selbach. Each team section is supplemented by a
table providing the significant batting and pitching statistics for each regular team member. The major
theme of the period was the baseball war between the National and American leagues from 1900 to



1903. But the broad multi-season, multi-team view allows varying the focus. The pennant races receive
due attention but there are other aspects of the baseball drama, such as: the aging star who finds a
way to extend his period of dominance (Cy Young); the young, unpolished phenom whose raw talent
enables him to excel (Christy Mathewson); and the fierce competitor who risks injury to help his team
(Joe McGinnity or Deacon Phillippe).

Playing America's Game

As America lurched into the twentieth century, its national pastime was afflicted with the same moral
malaise that was enveloping the rest of the nation. Players regularly bet on games, games were
routinely fixed, and league politics were as dirty as the base paths. Against this backdrop, Hal Chase
emerged as one of the game's greatest players and also as one of its most scandalous characters.
With charisma and bravado that earned him the nickname The Prince, Chase charmed his way across
America, spinning lies in the afternoon, dealing high-stakes poker at night, and gambling with beautiful
women until dawn. Most notoriously of all, he undermined his stature as the era's greatest first baseman
by conniving with gamblers to fix games and draw teammates into his diamond conspiracies. But as
Donald Dewey and Nicholas Acocella reveal in their groundbreaking biography, The Black Prince of
Baseball, Chase was also a scapegoat for baseball notables with hands even dirtier than his. These
included league officials who ignored facts in an attempt to pin the 1919 Black Sox scandal on him
and--a previously unknown twist--the fabled John McGraw, who perjured himself on a witness stand
against the first baseman. Although Chase, contrary to popular belief, was never banned from the
major leagues, meticulous research by the authors implicates him in other shady enterprises as well,
not least an attempt to blackmail revivalist Aimee Semple McPherson. As The Black Prince of Baseball
makes clear, in his protean talents and larcenies, Hal Chase personified all the excesses of Ragtime.

The Last At-Bat of Shoeless Joe
Baseball "by The Book."

The Days of Wee Willie, Old Cy and Baseball War

Baseball, like the rest of the country, changed dramatically when the United States entered World War
I, and Jim Leeke brings these changes to life in From the Dugouts to the Trenches. He deftly describes
how the war obliterated big league clubs and largely dismantled the Minor Leagues, as many prominent
players joined the military and went overseas. By the war's end more than 1,250 ballplayers, team
owners, and sportswriters would serve, demonstrating that while the war was "over there," it had a
considerable impact on the national pastime. Leeke tells the stories of those who served, as well as
organized baseball's response, including its generosity and patriotism. He weaves into his narrative
the story of African American players who were barred from the Major Leagues but who nevertheless
swapped their jerseys for fatigues, as well as the stories of those who were killed in action--and by
diseases or accidents--and what their deaths meant to teammates, fans, and the sport in general. From
the Dugouts to the Trenches illuminates this influential and fascinating period in baseball history, as
nineteen months of upheaval and turmoil changed the sport--and the world--forever.



The Black Prince of Baseball

Freighted with meaning, “el barrio” is both place and metaphor for Latino populations in the United
States. Though it has symbolized both marginalization and robust and empowered communities, the
construct of el barrio has often reproduced static understandings of Latino life; they fail to account

for recent demographic shifts in urban centers such as New York, Chicago, Miami, and Los Angeles,
and in areas outside of these historic communities. Beyond EIl Barrio features new scholarship that
critically interrogates how Latinos are portrayed in media, public policy and popular culture, as well
as the material conditions in which different Latina/o groups build meaningful communities both within
and across national affiliations. Drawing from history, media studies, cultural studies, and anthropology,
the contributors illustrate how despite the hypervisibility of Latinos and Latin American immigrants in
recent political debates and popular culture, the daily lives of America’s new “majority minority” remain
largely invisible and mischaracterized. Taken together, these essays provide analyses that not only defy
stubborn stereotypes, but also present novel narratives of Latina/o communities that do not fit within
recognizable categories. In this way, this book helps us to move “beyond el barrio”: beyond stereotype
and stigmatizing tropes, as well as nostalgic and uncritical portraits of complex and heterogeneous
range of Latina/o lives.

The Book

Bucky Veil was a professional baseballer who played the game in the early years of the twentieth
century, a time when baseball was beginning to evolve into America's national pastime. As a twen-
ty-two-year-old rookie with the 1903 Pittsburg Pirates, he pitched in the first World Series of modern
major league baseball, thus witnessing firsthand an important milestone in the history of the sport.
No less an authority than Hall of Famer Honus Wagner predicted that Bucky would be "a great star."
Bucky is a story of baseball in the Deadball Era, told from the perspective of the author's grandfather,
Fred "Bucky" Veil, and other professionals who played a game that was very different from that of the
modern era. It was a game that emphasized strategy over power-Babe Ruth and the long ball were

a decade or more in the future-and relied upon speed; smart, aggressive base-running; good bunting
techniques; and timely hitting, all designed to advance runners into positions from which they could
score. Baseball in the Deadball Era was played with a passion that is largely absent in the modern
game. Bucky was blessed to have had the opportunity to play professional baseball in an era when it
truly was a game. Fred W. Veil currently lives in Prescott, Arizona. A native Pennsylvanian and a Marine
Corps veteran, he is a graduate of Washington & Jefferson College and the Duquesne University School
of Law. Previously published works include articles in the Duquesne Law Review and the Journal of
Arizona History. He and his wife, Sally, have two adult children and one grandchild.

Official Major League Baseball Fact Book

A smart, accessible look into the philosophy of baseball, with a focus on its lessons for a life best lived.

From the Dugouts to the Trenches

Ty Cobb, Nap Lajoie, and Honus Wagner were among the greatest hitters who ever played major league
baseball, but how do they stack up against players of other eras and each other? This book employs
a statistical analysis of “production per at-bat” to compare 120 top batters by position over a 19-year
period when contact, speed and hit-and-run strategy were more valuable than power and home runs.
Included are an analysis of each player’s strengths and weaknesses, rankings of the most talented and
the most valuable producers, and the selection of an All-Star team for the era.

Beyond El Barrio

A proud and boisterous Negro League team owner, Alex Pompez rose to prominence during Latino
baseball's earliest glory days. As a passionate and steadfast advocate for Latino players, he helped
bring baseball into the modern age. But like many in the era of segregated baseball, Pompez also
found that the game alone could never make all ends meet, and he delved headlong into the seedier
side of the sport—gambling—to help finance his beloved team, the New York Cubans. He built one of
the most infamous numbers rackets in Harlem, rubbing shoulders with titans of the underworld such
as Dutch Schultz and eventually arousing the ire of the famed prosecutor Thomas Dewey. He also
brought the Cubans, with their incredible lineup of international players, to a Negro League World Series
Championship in 1947. Pompez presided over the twilight of the Negro League, holding it together as



long as possible in the face of integration even as he helped his players make the transition to the
majors. In his later days as a scout, he championed some of the brightest future Latino stars and
became one of Latin America's most vocal advocates for the game. That today's rosters are filled with
names like Rodriguez, Pujols, Rivera, and Ortiz is a testament to the influence of Pompez and his
contemporaries.

Bucky

The early Deadball Era featured landmark achievements, great performances by several of baseball's
immortals, and a delightful array of characters. John McGraw won his first pennant as a manager and
repeated the feat the following year with the team he later called his greatest. His Giants were praised
for their playing ability and criticized for their rowdy behavior. Meanwhile the Cubs were putting together
the greatest team in franchise history, emphasizing speed on the bases, solid defense and outstanding
pitching. Jack Chesbro won 41 games in 1904 by employing a new pitch—the spitball. Other pitchers
began using it, accelerating the trend toward lower batting averages. The White Sox entered baseball
lore as the “Hitless Wonders,” winning the 1906 pennant through adroit use of “scientific baseball”
tactics.

Fail Better

In the summer of 1923, Shoeless Joe Jackson, who was banned from organized baseball in 1921 for
his alleged participation in the 1919 Chicago Black Sox World Series scandal, was signed on to play
baseball for the Americus, Georgia semi-pro team of the independent South Georgia league. With the
Americus club struggling, Joe Jackson came on board and turned things around not only for the team
but the entire league. There was controversy with his playing at first, but it soon settled and made way
for an astounding run of our national pastime. Shoeless Joe's time in Americus was capped off by
leading the team to the league championship at the end of the season. Shoeless Summer, written by
Americus native John Bell, tells the fascinating story of Shoeless Joe Jackson's days playing baseball
in Americus in 1923. This book features a day-to-day chronology of the season with emphasis on the
uproar that followed Americus signing the famed baseball outlaw to play for the team. Statistics and
biographies of each of the Americus players, daily lineups and box scores, and the only photograph
of Shoeless Joe with the Americus team in uniform known to exist make this a well-rounded piece of
baseball history. The cities of Albany, Americus, Arlington, Bainbridge, Blakely, and Dawson each had
teams in the South Georgia league. Shoeless Summer includes a complete list of players from each
team as well as those who played in the major leagues. Baseball fans young and old will enjoy this
factual account of one magical summer in a rural, baseball-crazed region on the country. ..".He came
to Americus, Georgia in 1923 and helped a struggling, hometown baseball team get back on its feet
and win the league title from its chief sports rival. None of the fans really cared what he was accused of
or what he did or didn't do. All they knew was that he was the greatest ball player they had ever seen,
and for a short time, they could call him their own. When Shoeless Joe Jackson left Americus, he left
memories of a hero to a small baseball town -- memories of a Shoeless Summer.”

BaseballOs Offensive Greats of the Deadball Era
Cuban Star
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