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Maritime Political Geography investigates the complex interplay between the world's oceans and 
global political dynamics. This essential field analyzes how maritime spaces shape state power, 
international relations, and resource distribution, encompassing critical aspects like territorial waters, 
exclusive economic zones, strategic shipping lanes, and the geopolitical implications of naval strength. 
Understanding ocean geopolitics is crucial for comprehending sea power and navigating challenges in 
international maritime law and marine spatial planning.
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Security and Territoriality in the Persian Gulf

This study presents the story of successes and failures of the treatment of security matters pertaining to 
territorial and boundary affairs in the maritime areas of the Persian Gulf, and at the same time provides 
an example of the impact of territoriality on world-wide maritime security.

Security and Territoriality in the Persian Gulf

This book addresses the often vexed question of national maritime claims and the delimitation of 
international maritime boundaries. The number of undelimited international maritime boundaries is 
much larger than the number of agreed lines. The two boundaries that define the marine domain of 
coastal states are examined. First, the baselines along the coast may consist of low-water lines or 
straight lines or a combination of both. When straight lines are used they define the seaward limit of 
the state's internal waters. Second, the outer limits of claims to territorial seas, contiguous zones and 
exclusive economic zones are measured from the baselines. All states will have to delimit at least one 
international boundary with a neighbouring state, whether adjacent or opposite. In confined seas no 
state can claim the full entitlement and must negotiate international boundaries with all neighbours. 
Many states bordering oceans can claim the full entitlement seawards, although they will need to delimit 
national boundaries with adjacent neighbours.

The Political Geography of the Oceans

This book magnifies only one instance of Iran’s geopolitical role in the Persian Gulf in the interim period 
between the British withdrawal of forces from, and the American arrival in that region. Two centuries 
of Pax-Britannica was the period of territorial organization of the region, which resulted in the creation 
of a number of small states or emirates defining territories and boundaries for which caused huge 
territorial complications with the older states of the region. Pax-Britannica was removed at the end 
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of 1971 without settling these difficult issues. Yet, immediately after their departure from the Persian 
Gulf, Iran began the initiative of settling territorial differences among the littoral states. Negotiations for 
the delimitation of maritime boundaries in the Persian Gulf which started in 1968 with Saudi Arabia 
continued with each and every Arab state of the region and by the mid-1970s all maritime boundaries 
of Iran with her Arab neighbours were settled, including legal settlement of the issue of the islands 
extensively examined in this book. In 1975, the age-old Iran-Iraq territorial and boundary disputes were 
settled in Shatt al Arab, and in the same year Iran's initiative of settling territorial disputes went beyond 
the region of the Persian Gulf and the Shah quelled the fire of separatist movements in Dhufar of Oman 
as well as intervening in Egyptian Israeli disputes and settle their differences over the Sinai Peninsula. 
Israeli author, Samuel Segev admits in his 1981 publications on Israeli secret relations in the Middle 
East that "The Shah was the originator of the idea to mediate between Anwar Sadat and Golda Meir." 
Another instance of the Iranian endeavour to safeguard Arab territorial integrity was Iran's undertaking 
in eradication of threats to Oman's territorial integrity in the early 1970s. Within three years Iranian 
soldiers defended with their lives Oman's territorial integrity in Dhufar Province in the face of a fierce 
communist separatist movement that British forces could not eradicate in twelve years.

The Maritime Political Boundaries of the World

First published in 1990, Neptune’s Domain is organized around one unifying theme: the geographic 
aspects of the new Law of the Sea as expressed primarily in the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea. The first two chapters provide essential background information. Chapters 3 through 
9 explain relevant provisions of the Convention. The next two chapters cover topics excluded from 
the Convention, and the last three chapters are more analytical and future-oriented. All students and 
scholars concerned with the human use of the marine environment will welcome this book, whether 
they be geographers, political scientists or lawyers.

Maritime Political Geography

Adopting an integrated, multidisciplinary approach to the political geography of the Indian Ocean, this 
study analyses the Law of the Sea, evaluates the national legislation of those Indian Ocean littoral 
states which have proclaimed their maritime limits over offshore waters, examines the numerous 
bilateral and trilateral agreements on continental shelf and seabed limits of the states in the region. It 
also previews the potential demarcations in the region of study. Apart from its well written text, perhaps 
the most important aspect of the work is the exceptional series of beautifully drawn maps and diagrams 
accompanied by detailed captions or commentaries, a unique collection worthy of publication on its 
own.

Neptune's Domain

Grounded in extensive empirical research, Danger, Development and Legitimacy in East Asian Mar-
itime Politics addresses the major issues of geopolitics in the region that have been and will continue 
to shape the international politics of the Asia-Pacific for years to come. Covering the nation-states 
of China, Japan and South Korea, it includes an examination of the key island disputes, as well as 
analysis of the North Korea–South Korea clashes in the Yellow Sea, controversies in Japan’s relations 
with both Koreas and the so-called ‘history disputes’, including recognition of World War II atrocities 
across the region. In doing so, this book explores a range of themes from the ecological environment 
to the globalized nature of shipping and therein links the East Asian maritime sphere directly to the 
dynamics and developments in the domestic politics of each country. Thus, it serves to demonstrate 
how several controversial debates in the international politics of the Asia-Pacific are ultimately and 
inextricably intertwined. A timely contribution that furthers our understanding of contemporary politics of 
the Asia-Pacific, this book will be of great interest to students and scholars of Asian politics, international 
relations and the Asia-Pacific region in general.

The Maritime Boundaries of the Indian Ocean Region

In an era of turbulent ocean geopolitics, where environmental concerns and resource extraction are 
increasing interest in who owns what at sea, this timely book examines the international politics 
involved in how states delineate ownership and rights in the ocean. Analysing why some states settle 
their maritime boundary disputes and why others erupt into conflict, Andreas Østhagen uses the 
innovative approach of combining international law and international relations theory to examine four 
countries and their maritime disputes: Australia, Canada, Colombia and Norway. With a focus on marine 



resources, chapters unpack the dispute dynamics concerning offshore oil and gas, fisheries, and 
strategic security concerns. Through an examination of what led these states to settle their disputes, this 
innovative book delineates the wider political and legal factors behind boundary-making at sea and aims 
to improve the way that society resolves ocean conflicts. Navigating the complexities of international law 
and conflict resolution at sea, this book will prove a thought-provoking read for students and scholars 
of geopolitics and law. With ocean-governance an increasingly pressing matter on the political agenda 
of international negotiations such as UN Climate Change conferences, it will also prove an informative 
resource for officials engaged in ocean-affairs, geopolitics, and the law of the sea.

Danger, Development and Legitimacy in East Asian Maritime Politics

First published in 2004, this book is the inaugural volume of the Indian Ocean Research Group (IORG) 
and is based on a selection of papers presented at the IORG launch in Chandigarh in November 2002. 
The volume emphasizes the complexity and historical and contemporary geopolitical significance of the 
Indian Ocean Region (IOR). It also propagates the necessity for increased intra-regional cooperation, 
especially in terms of economic and environmental security, maritime boundaries, sea lane security 
and ocean management, in the spirit of open regionalism, in order to ensure a more secure IOR. In 
addition, the volume initiates an agenda for future social science policy-orientated research. The book 
should be of particular interest to policy-makers, business people and academics, as well as citizens 
of the IOR.

Southeast Asia and the Law of the Sea

This book examines the implications of geographical change for maritime jurisdiction under the law 
of the sea. In a multistranded intervention, it challenges existing accounts of the consequences of 
climate-related change for entitlement to maritime space, maritime limits, and international maritime 
boundaries. It also casts new light on the question of whether a loss of habitable land and large-scale 
population displacement will precipitate a loss of territorial sovereignty and the legal 'extinction' of 
affected States. This study of the legal significance of geographical change is grounded in an in-depth 
study of the role of geography in the law of the sea. As well as offering a new perspective on the pressing 
question of how climate change will affect maritime jurisdiction, territorial sovereignty, and statehood, 
the book contributes to the scholarship on maritime delimitation and international boundaries generally 
(on land and at sea). It includes an analysis of the principle of intertemporal law that suggests a useful 
framework for considering questions of stability and change in international law more broadly. This 
rigorous and original study will be of value to anyone concerned with the implications of climate-related 
change for maritime jurisdiction, territorial sovereignty, and statehood. Its broader analysis of the 
existing law and engagement with a range of doctrinal debates through the lens of the question of 
geographical change will be of interest to scholars and practitioners of the law of the sea, the law of 
territory, and the law relating to international boundaries.

The Political Geography of the Oceans

First published in 1984, The Red Sea shines light on one of the world’s most important strategic 
waterways: Red Sea. A large proportion of Europe’s energy requirements are transported through the 
Red Sea, and provides a vital navigation for western military transport. It is also at the heart of an area 
of volatile regional conflict. This book reviews the economic, political and strategic prospects for the Red 
Sea and the countries which adjoin it. There is also discussion of the wider international implications 
of conflict in the Red Sea, in particular the strategic concerns of the United States and the erstwhile 
USSR. This book will be of interest to students of history, geography and international relations.

The Maritime Political Boundaries of the World

This volume, originally published in 1968, is in two parts. The first covers various geographical aspects 
of the internal structure and the external relationships of states and introduces some of the concepts 
which are examined in specific regional context in the case studies in Part 2.

Ocean Geopolitics

Offering theoretical insights on region building, this book explores the attempts to formulate a political 
and institutional vision for the Black Sea region in the post-9/11 era and in the context of the 
enlargements of the EU and NATO. It investigates in depth these attempts, viewed as a failure by the 



key actors involved, in order to understand how regions emerge in international politics as well as how 
and why they may fail to come into being. To this end, the book explores a range of factors that impacted 
region building in the Black Sea, considering the role of region builders involved, their practices and the 
context of their actions, and the spatial representations and security discourses that were integral to the 
region building process. Hence, attention is paid to how these factors both enabled and constrained the 
discursive construction of the Black Sea region, thus identifying the elements that distinguish the Black 
Sea from other successful cases of region building. Based on critical approaches towards international 
relations and political geography, this book both expands and deepens the scope and understanding of 
regions and will thus appeal to academics and students in the fields of International Relations, Security 
Studies, Political Geography, and Regional Integration.

Geopolitical Orientations, Regionalism and Security in the Indian Ocean

This is a comprehensive survey of the field of political geography, but it goes far beyond traditional 
topics. No other book of its kind covers topics such as: anomalous political units, special purpose 
districts, indigenous peoples, outlaws and merchants of death, Antarctica and the Southern Ocean, to 
name a few. It is tightly packed with facts, ideas, suggestions, anecdotes and illustrations.

Geographical Change and the Law of the Sea

This book interprets the meanings of the uses, regulations, and representations of the ocean un-
dertaken by the state and other societal power sources in modern Taiwan between 1949 and 2016. 
Following Michael Mann’s historical sociology and Philip Steinberg’s political geography, the book 
analyses the construction of the ocean by the society of Taiwan in terms of ideological, political, military 
and economic sources of power. It also provides a structural foundation for creating a framework of 
the politics in maritime and ocean affairs through the lens of an interpretive analysis of the modern 
Taiwanese construction of the ocean. Moreover, it explores the social constructions of the ocean 
through the written works of intellectuals in natural sciences, social studies and humanities in Taiwan 
after the 1980s. Succinctly revealing how Taiwanese society has influenced the social construction of 
the ocean, this book will appeal to scholars and students interested in Taiwanese politics and history, 
political geography and Asian politics.

The Red Sea

...this text should be readily accessible to practitioners. And it is to be especially recommended to 
students of both international law and related disciplines.-The American Journal of International Law

Essays in Political Geography

Primarily concerned with the geopolitical importance of international boundaries, this atlas supplies 
maps and assessments of global maritime and land boundaries. Each country listing includes discus-
sion of the characteristics of boundaries with other countries, incidents of political or military conflict, 
boundary infrastructure (pipelines and the like), cross-boundary trade information, and numerical as-
sessments of different types of land boundary vulnerability. Distributed by Taylor & Francis. Annotation: 
2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

The Geopolitics of Region Building in the Black Sea

How did a rural and agrarian English society transform itself into a mercantile and maritime state? 
What role was played by war and the need for military security? How did geographical ideas inform 
the construction of English – and then British – political identities? Focusing upon the deployment 
of geographical imagery and arguments for political purposes, Jonathan Scott's ambitious and inter-
disciplinary study traces the development of the idea of Britain as an island nation, state and then 
empire from 1500 to 1800, through literature, philosophy, history, geography and travel writing. One 
argument advanced in the process concerns the maritime origins, nature and consequences of the 
English revolution. This is the first general study to examine changing geographical languages in early 
modern British politics, in an imperial, European and global context. Offering a new perspective on the 
nature of early modern Britain, it will be essential reading for students and scholars of the period.

Political Geography



This book explores Eurasia’s growing embrace of its maritime geography from the Indian Ocean 
to Pacific Asia and the Arctic. In an age of climate change, the melting of the Arctic will transform 
Eurasia’s importance, in addition to influencing the political, economic, and military dynamics across 
Eurasia’s main maritime regions. These emerging shifts have already begun to alter maritime trade and 
investment patterns, and thus the global political economy. It also creates a rising threat to the current 
status quo of world order that has long been dominated by the Atlantic World. This edited volume 
showcases some of the world’s leading experts and examines Eurasia from a saltwater perspective, 
analyzing its main maritime spaces in a threefold manner—as avenue, as arena, as source—to show 
the significance of this geostrategic change and why it matters for the future of the world’s oceans.

The Social Construction of the Ocean and Modern Taiwan

This open access book is the first comprehensive overview of maritime or marine spatial planning. 
Countries across the globe are beginning to implement maritime spatial plans; however the authors 
of this collection have identified several key questions that are emerging from this growing body of 
MSP experience. How can maritime spatial planning deal with a complex and dynamic environment 
such as the sea? How can MSP be embedded in multiple levels of governance across regional and 
national borders - and how far does the environment benefit from this new approach? This book 
actively engages with the problems encapsulated in these questions, and explores possible solutions. 
Situated at the intersection between theory and practice, the volume draws together several strands 
of interdisciplinary research, reflecting on the history of MSP as well as examining current practice 
and looking towards the future. The authors and contributors examine MSP from disciplines as diverse 
as geography, urban planning, political science, natural science, sociology and education; reflecting 
the growing critical engagement with MSP in many academic fields. This innovative and pioneering 
volume will be of interest and value to students and scholars of maritime spatial planning, as well as 
planners and practitioners. This work was published by Saint Philip Street Press pursuant to a Creative 
Commons license permitting commercial use. All rights not granted by the work's license are retained 
by the author or authors.

Maritime Boundary Delimitation of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

This book surveys the development of geo-political thought in the twentieth century and relates it 
to international political developments, as well as examining how sound geopolitical theories are. 
It considers the work of Mackinder, Hartshorne, and Haushofer and his disciples in Germany who 
influenced the Nazis; and of more recent developments including Marxist geographical writing.

Maritime Boundaries and Ocean Resources

This book is open access under a CC BY 4.0 license Maritime or marine spatial planning has gained 
increasing prominence as an integrated, common-sense approach to promoting sustainable maritime 
development. A growing number of countries are engaged in preparing and implementing maritime 
spatial plans: however, questions are emerging from the growing body of MSP experience. How can 
maritime spatial planning deal with a complex and dynamic environment such as the sea? How can 
MSP be embedded in multiple levels of governance across regional and national borders – and 
how far does the environment benefit from this new approach? This open access book is the first 
comprehensive overview of maritime spatial planning. Situated at the intersection between theory and 
practice, the volume draws together several strands of interdisciplinary research, reflecting on the 
history of MSP as well as examining current practice and looking towards the future. The authors and 
contributors examine MSP from disciplines as diverse as geography, urban planning, political science, 
natural science, sociology and education; reflecting the growing critical engagement with MSP in many 
academic fields. This innovative and pioneering volume will be of interest and value to students and 
scholars of maritime spatial planning, as well as planners and practitioners. Jacek Zaucha is Professor 
of Economics at Gdánsk University, Poland. He is long experienced in maritime spatial planning, and 
is currently leading the team preparing the first plan for Polish waters. Kira Gee is Research Associate 
at the Centre for Materials and Coastal Research (Helmholtz-Zentrum Geesthacht), Germany. She 
has been involved in MSP research and practice for over 20 years, and has participated in numerous 
national and transnational European MSP projects.

Maritime Aspects of Arabian Geopolitics



While the world’s oceans cover more than seventy percent of its surface, the sea has largely vanished 
as an object of enquiry in International Relations (IR), being treated either as a corollary of land or 
as time. Yet, the sea is the quintessential international space, and its importance to global politics has 
become all the more obvious in recent years. Drawing on interdisciplinary insights from IR, Historical 
Sociology, Blue Humanities and Critical Ocean Studies, The sea and International Relations breaks 
with this trend of oceanic amnesia, and kickstarts a theoretical, conceptual and empirical discussion 
about the sea and IR, by highlighting theoretical puzzles, analysing broad historical perspectives and 
addressing contemporary challenges. In bringing the sea back into IR, the book reconceptualises the 
canvas of international relations to include the oceans as a social, political, economic and military 
space which affects the workings of world politics.

International Boundaries

This classic work is a comprehensive treatment of the world’s political frontiers and boundaries, and 
includes sections on boundaries in the air as well as chapters treating the subject in a regional manner, 
covering the continents in terms of the evolution of boundaries.

When the Waves Ruled Britannia

This festschrift by thirty of Blake's colleagues and former students reflects the topics and regional 
preoccupations Professor Blake has kept returning to throughout his long career, especially the Middle 
East, maritime boundaries, and the relation between borders and demographics. Several of the authors 
extend his work in such areas as Arctic jurisdiction, environmental issues of transboundary water 
management, and geographic information systems (GIS).

Eurasia’s Maritime Rise and Global Security

First published in 2007, this book focuses on the security of sea lanes of communication. It was a 
joint publication between the Maritime Institute of Malaysia (MIMA) and the Indian Ocean Research 
Group (IORG) and is an important book for three particular reasons. First, it takes a step forward in 
identifying key policy themes that can be applied to interstate cooperation around the Indian Ocean 
Region (IOR). Second, the particular theme discussed is not only central to the economic well-being 
of Indian Ocean countries, but also to many of the world’s most important trading states, and finally 
the various discussions within the book raise a host of issues to which regional as well as non-regional 
policy-makers should give serious consideration.

Maritime Spatial Planning

This 2001 book discusses the changing uses, regulations and representation of the sea from 1450 to 
now.

Western Geopolitical Thought in the Twentieth Century (Routledge Library Editions: Political Geog-
raphy)

Invisible as the seas and oceans may be for so many of us, life as we know it is almost always connected 
to, and constituted by, activities and occurrences that take place in, on and under our oceans. The 
Routledge Handbook of Ocean Space provides a first port of call for scholars engaging in the ‘oceanic 
turn’ in the social sciences, offering a comprehensive summary of existing trends in making sense 
of our water worlds, alongside new, agenda-setting insights into the relationships between society 
and the ‘seas around us’. Accordingly, this ambitious text not only attends to a growing interest in our 
oceans, past and present; it is also situated in a broader spatial turn across the social sciences that 
seeks to account for how space and place are imbricated in socio-cultural and political life. Through six 
clearly structured and wide-ranging sections, The Routledge Handbook of Ocean Space examines and 
interrogates how the oceans are environmental, historical, social, cultural, political, legal and economic 
spaces, and also zones where national and international security comes into question. With a foreword 
and introduction authored by some of the leading scholars researching and writing about ocean spaces, 
alongside 31 further, carefully crafted chapters from established as well as early career academics, this 
book provides both an accessible guide to the subject and a cutting-edge collection of critical ideas and 
questions shaping the social sciences today. This handbook brings together the key debates defining 
the ‘field’ in one volume, appealing to a wide, cross-disciplinary social science and humanities audience. 
Moreover, drawing on a range of international examples, from a global collective of authors, this book 



promises to be the benchmark publication for those interested in ocean spaces, past and present. 
Indeed, as the seas and oceans continue to capture world-wide attention, and the social sciences 
continue their seaward ‘turn’, The Routledge Handbook of Ocean Space will provide an invaluable 
resource that reveals how our world is a water world.

Maritime Spatial Planning

The Sea and International Relations
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