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Explore the profound and transformative era of Christian missions in the 20th century, examining 
its global expansion, influential figures, and significant cultural and religious impact across various 
continents. Discover how the modern missionary movement reshaped societies worldwide.
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Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century

Offering an essential historical overview of the chief developments in Christian mission, this should 
become a standard textbook.

Christian Mission in the Twentieth Century

"[This book] charts the transformation of one of the world's great religions during an age marked by 
world wars, genocide, nationalism, decolonization, and powerful ideological currents, many of them 
hostile to Christianity"--Amazon.com.

Edinburgh to Salvador

Aimed at practitioners, church leaders, academics, and students of mission and world Christianity, 
Mission in the Twenty-First Century provides fresh insights on the theology and practice of mission 
in our age. It brings together scholarly reflection on practice, case studies and stories, and questions 
for discussion. Addressing the "five marks of mission ? evangelism and proclamation, discipleship, 
social service, social transformation, and ecological concern ? chapters examine these marks in the 
context of such important factors as globalization, migration, Islam, "old Christendom," and peace and 
reconciliation. In addition to the editors, the international group of contributors includes Desmond Tutu, 
Jehu Hanciles, Anne Marie Kool, David Zac Nirigiye, Tony Gittins, Lamin Sanneh, Ashish Crispal, Melba 
Maggay, Hami Tutu Chapman, Gerald Pilay, Kwame Bediako, and Moonjang Lee.

Christianity in the Twentieth Century

This volume comprises an excellent introductory survey of Christian missions from A.D. 30 to the 
twentieth century.

Mission in the Twenty-first Century
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Christianity Reborn provides the first transnational in-depth analysis of the global expansion of evangel-
ical Protestantism during the past century. While the growth of evangelical Christianity in the non-West-
ern world has already been documented, the significance of this book lies in its scholarly treatment of 
that phenomenon. Written by prominent historians of religion, these chapters explore the expansion of 
evangelical (including charismatic) Christianity in non-English-speaking lands, with special reference 
to dynamic indigenous responses. The range of locations covered includes western and southern 
Africa, eastern and southern Asia, Latin America, and Oceania. The concluding essay provides a 
sociological account of evangelicalism's success, highlighting its ability to create a multiplicity of faith 
communities suited to very different ethnic, racial, and geographical regions. At a time of great interest 
in the growth of Christianity in the non-Western world, this volume makes an important contribution to 
our understanding of what may be another turning point in the historical development of evangelical 
faith. Contributors: Marthinus L. Daneel Allan K. Davidson Paul Freston Robert Eric Frykenberg Jehu J. 
Hanciles Philip Yuen-sang Leung Donald M. Lewis David Martin Mark A. Noll Brian Stanley W. R. Ward

A Concise History of the Christian World Mission

This comprehensive guide will facilitate scholarly research concerning the history of Christianity in 
China as well as the wider Sino-Western cultural encounter. It will assist scholars in their search 
for material on the anthropological, educational, medical, scientific, social, political, and religious 
dimensions of the missionary presence in China prior to 1950.The guide contains nearly five hundred 
entries identifying both Roman Catholic and Protestant missionary sending agencies and related 
religious congregations. Each entry includes the organization's name in English, followed by its Chinese 
name, country of origin, and denominational affiliation. Special attention has been paid to identifying 
the many small, lesser-known groups that arrived in China during the early decades of the twentieth 
century. In addition, a special category of the as yet little-studied indigenous communities of Chinese 
women has also been included. Multiple indexes enhance the guide's accessibility.

Christianity Reborn

In Missionary Primitivism and Chinese Modernity, David Woodbridge examines the activities of 
Brethren missionaries in twentieth-century China. Ranging from the coastal treaty ports to the inland 
frontiers, the book presents a fascinating encounter between primitivist missionaries and a modernising 
China.

Reference Guide to Christian Missionary Societies in China: From the Sixteenth to the Twentieth 
Century

This book makes visible an important but neglected aspect of Christian missions: its transnational 
character. Missionaries considered themselves global actors, yet they operated within a variety of 
nation-states. The volume demonstrates how processes on a national level are closely linked to larger 
transnational processes.

Missionary Primitivism and Chinese Modernity

Written in an engaging style and intended largely for a lay audience, The Evangelization of the World 
tells the remarkable story of how Christianity grew from an insignificant Jewish sect in the first century 
until, by the beginning of the twenty-first century, it had become the world's first truly global religion. 
The book is careful to explain historical context and mission theory, but the foci of the narrative are the 
great personalities of mission-- the Apostle Paul, St. Martin of Tours, St. Patrick, St. Francis Xavier, John 
Eliot, Count Von Zinzendorf, William Carey, Robert Morrison, David Livingstone, Mary Slessor, Albert 
Schweitzer, and many others-- who make this account of the expansion of the church a fascinating and 
often dramatic tale. In addition, the book does not neglect the great mission conferences of the twentieth 
century, nor does it avoid the controversial aspects of mission that, in many instances, continue to vex 
the movement today.

Protestant Missions and Local Encounters in the Nineteenth and Twentieth Centuries

Studies in the History of Christian Missions/R. E. Frykenberg and Brian Stanley, series editors/ The 
World Missionary Conference in Edinburgh in 1910 has come down in history as a unique event 
in the history of the Protestant missionary movement. Brian Stanley s book gives us a full and 
comprehensive account of the conference, doing so from the perspective of developments in the 



hundred years since the conference. His study should serve not only as a work of history but also 
as a work of theological reflection about mission as an ongoing international movement. I welcome 
this book as an important resource in the church s self-understanding and in its engagement with 
the world. Lamin Sanneh/Yale University/ Edinburgh 1910 laid the foundations of interdenominational 
understanding for the ecumenical movement of the twentieth century. . . . With impeccable scholarship, 
Brian Stanley has written a thorough and revealing analysis of this epoch-making conference. David 
Bebbington/University of Stirling/ An accomplished study revealing Stanley s deep scholarship and 
wide knowledge of the modern missionary movement. This book will surely become both a missionary 
and an ecumenical classic. David M. Thompson/Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge/ This long-awaited 
book is the definitive history of the World Missionary Conference held in Edinburgh in 1910. Stanley s 
thorough scholarship and elegant prose bring the conference to life and make a case for its enduring 
importance to the history of world Christianity. Scholars of missions, ecumenism, world religions, 
education, and Christian internationalism will find this superb study essential for their work. Dana L. 
Robert/Boston University School of Theology

The Evangelization of the World

A fascinating look at the lives of women who bore the heat of day in Christian mission, but who 
were often forgotten by history until now. Contributors include: Bonnie Sue Lewis, Christina Tellechea 
Accornero, Kevin Xiyi Yao, Lydia Huffman Hoyle, Catherine B. Allen, Melissa Lewis Hime, Silas Wu, 
Angelyn Dries, Mary Joseph Maher, Margaret Eletta Guider, Frances S. Adeney, Young Lee Hertig, 
Marsha Snulligan-Haney, and Miriam Adeney.

The World Missionary Conference, Edinburgh 1910

In 1910 Protestant missionaries from around the world gathered to explore the role of Christian 
missions in the twentieth century. In this collection, leading missiologists use the one hundred year 
anniversary of the Edinburgh conference as an occasion to reflect on the practice of Christian mission in 
today's context: a context marked by globalization, migration, ecological crisis, and religiously motivated 
violence. The contributors explore the meaning of Christian mission, the contemporary context for 
mission work, and new forms in which the church has engaged-and should engage-in its missionary 
task. From these essays, a vision of twenty-first-century mission begins to emerge-one that is aware 
of issues of race, gender, border spaces, migration, and ecology. This renewed vision gives strength 
to the future of shared Christian ministry across nations and traditions.

Gospel Bearers, Gender Barriers

A long-awaited culmination of scholarship by a pioneer of missiology and global Christianity The history 
of the missions is complex and fraught. Though modern missions began with European colonialism, 
the outcome was a largely non-Western global Christianity. Highly esteemed scholar Andrew Walls 
explores every facet of the movement, including its history, theory, and future. Walls locates the 
birth of the Protestant missionary movement in the West with the Puritans and Pietists and their 
efforts to convert the Native Americans they displaced. Tracing the movement into the twentieth 
century, Walls shows how colonialism and missionary work turned out to be essentially incompatible. 
Missionaries must live on another culture’s terms, and their goal—the establishment of churches of 
every nation—depends on accepting new, indigenous Christians as equals. Now that Christianity has 
become primarily an African, Latin American, and Asian religion rather than a European one, the 
dynamics of the church’s mission have transformed. Sensitive to this shift, Walls indicates new areas 
of listening to and learning from this new center of Christianity and speculates on the theological 
contributions from a truly global church. Throughout his long and fruitful career, Walls told the story 
of missions as a dedicated Christian scholar, teacher, and mentor. Prior to his passing in 2021, he 
entrusted the editing of his lectures to his friends and students. The result of this labor of love, The 
Missionary Movement from the West is a must-read for scholars of missiology, world Christianity, and 
church history.

Mission after Christendom

Exploring how Christianity became a world religion, this brief history examines Christian missions and 
their relationship to the current globalization of Christianity. A short and enlightening history of Christian 
missions: a phenomenon that many say reflects the single most important intercultural movement over 
a sustained period of human history Offers a thematic overview that takes into account the political, 



cultural, social, and theological issues Discusses the significance of missions to the globalization of 
Christianity, and broadens our understanding of Christianity as a multicultural world religion Helps 
Western audiences understand the meaning of mission as a historical process Contains several new 
maps that illustrate demographic shifts in world Christianity

The Missionary Movement from the West

Christian mission in the twenty-first century has become the responsibility of a global church. The heart 
of 'mission' is the drive to cross geographical, cultural and social barriers in order to share the good 
news of Jesus Christ with all peoples. Drawing on his involvement in missionary work over many years, 
Samuel Escobar explores how the church spreads the Christian faith. God's Word forms the foundation 
for his reflections, while he uses insights from theological and historical studies as well as from the 
social sciences to gain a clearer understanding of the church's missionary calling. His stimulating and 
challenging analysis contributes significantly to a global evangelical dialogue on mission today and in 
the future.

Christian Mission

From 2006 International Law FORUM du droit international and Non-State Actors and International 
Law have merged into a new journal: International Community Law Review. For more details see: 
International Community Law Review.

A Time for Mission

This is a print on demand book and is therefore non- returnable. This unique volume offers a compre-
hensive survey of the prospects and critical issues for the Christian world mission. Demonstrating both 
depth and breadth of perspective, the book's essays have been written by various mission experts in 
honor of Gerald H. Anderson, director of Overseas Ministries Study Center and editor of International 
Bulletin of Missionary Research. Contributors: Lesslie Newbigin Arthur F. Glasser Eugene L. Stockwell 
Mary Motte Gary B. McGee Saphir P. Athyal J. Martin Bailey Lamin Sanneh Keith R. Crim Darrell L. 
Whiteman Samuel Escobar Yoshinobu Kumazawa Peter Kuzmic Norman A. Horner David J. Bosch 
James A. Scherer Barbara Hendricks Thomas E. Clarke Wilbert R. Shenk Donald R. Jacobs Tite Tiénou 
Paul G. Hiebert Alan Neely Ruth A. Tucker Jonathan J. Bonk William E. Pannell Harvie M. Conn Charles 
W. Forman David A. Kerr Norman E. Thomas Robert T. Coote

New Faith in Ancient Lands

This collection of studies by American and European scholars explores the various ways in which 
American evangelicals found their way to postwar Europe, what they did there, and how they were 
received. With attention to the American and European organizations that brokered their mission, the 
social and political settings that framed their activities, and the mixed results of their efforts, these 
studies provide a much-needed overview how an important twentieth-century style of Christianity 
"returned" to Europe.

Toward the Twenty-first Century in Christian Mission

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

Return to Sender

The Expansion of Christianitytells the fascinating story of how Christianity developed from its begin-
nings as a persecuted sect in an outpost of the Roman empire to become the largest religion on earth. 
For Timothy Yates human zeal and courage are key to the story, and his book concentrates on the 
missionary pioneers--people such as Paul, Columba, Willibrord, Francis Xavier, John Eliot, William 
Carey and Mary Slessor.Yates examines continents individually, showing how Christian mission has 
moved forward despite many periods of retreat. By the twentieth century churches had been planted in 
every major ethnic group in the world, with estimates putting the number of Christians across the globe 



today at two thousand million--33% of the population.All those interested in history and the growth of 
a truly worldwide religion will findThe Expansion of Christianitya rich and enlightening resource.

A Study of Christian Missions (1907)

Written in an engaging style and intended largely for a lay audience, The Evangelization of the World 
tells the remarkable story of how Christianity grew from an insignificant Jewish sect in the first century 
until, by the beginning of the twenty-first century, it had become the world’s first truly global religion. 
The book is careful to explain historical context and mission theory, but the foci of the narrative are the 
great personalities of mission—the Apostle Paul, St. Martin of Tours, St. Patrick, St. Francis Xavier, John 
Eliot, Count Von Zinzendorf, William Carey, Robert Morrison, David Livingstone, Mary Slessor, Albert 
Schweitzer, and many others—who make this account of the expansion of the church a fascinating and 
often dramatic tale. In addition, the book does not neglect the great mission conferences of the twentieth 
century, nor does it avoid the controversial aspects of mission that, in many instances, continue to vex 
the movement today.

The Expansion of Christianity

"The Centenary of the World Missionary Conference, held in Edinburgh 1910, is a suggestive moment 
for many people seeking direction for Christian mission in the 21st century. Several different constituen-
cies within World Christianity are holding significant events around 2010. Since 2005 an international 
group has worked collaboratively to develop an interncontinental and multidenominational project, now 
known as Edinburgh 2010, and based at New College, University of Edinburgh. This initiative brings 
together representatives of twenty different global Christian bodies, representing all major Christian 
denominations and confessions and many different strands of mission and church life, to prepare for 
the Centenary." (Daryl Balia, International Director Edinburgh 2010).

Christian Mission to Muslims

In 1900 many assumed the twentieth century would be a Christian century because Western "Christian 
empires" ruled most of the world. What happened instead is that Christianity in the West declined 
dramatically, the empires collapsed, and Christianity's center moved to Africa, Asia, Latin America, and 
the Pacific. How did this happen so quickly? Respected scholar and teacher Scott Sunquist surveys 
the most recent century of Christian history, highlighting epochal changes in global Christianity. He also 
suggests lessons we can learn from this remarkable global Christian reversal. Ideal for an introduction 
to Christianity or a church history course, this book includes a foreword by Mark Noll.

The Evangelization of the World:

The last century has seen the revolutionary remaking of Christianity into a truly world religion. How did 
it happen? What triggered the emergence of this new global faith no longer dominated by the West, full 
of new and vital forms of devotion? Mark Shaw's provocative thesis is that far-flung revivals are at the 
heart of the global resurgence of Christianity. These were not the quirky folk rituals associated with rural 
America and nineteenth-century camp meetings that belong more to an age of plows and prairies than 
of postmodernity and globalization. Rather they were like forces of nature, protean, constantly adjusting 
their features and ferocity to new times and to new places, speaking Spanish, Portuguese, Yoruba, 
Korean, Mandarin and Gujarati. They crossed the equator. As they traveled abroad they grabbed hold 
of missionaries, Bible translations, national evangelists, globalization and glossolalia and turned them 
into a religious revolution. In this engaging book we read the stories of Joseph Babalola and the Aladura 
Revival in Africa, of Kil Sun-Ju and the great Korean revival of 1907, of Paulo Borges Jr. and explosion 
of neo-Pentecostalism in Brazil, and of V. S. Azariah and the mass conversions of the Dalit people in 
India. As Shaw paints portraits of these and many more, his gallery fills, and we begin to see beyond 
isolated pictures to the sweeping landscape that we didn't realize was before our eyes all the time.

Edinburgh 2010

This comprehensive introduction helps students, pastors, and mission committees understand con-
temporary Christian mission historically, biblically, and theologically. Scott Sunquist, a respected 
scholar and teacher of world Christianity, recovers missiological thinking from the early church for the 
twenty-first century. He traces the mission of the church throughout history in order to address the 
global church and offers a constructive theology and practice for missionary work today. Sunquist views 



spirituality as the foundation for all mission involvement, for mission practice springs from spiritual 
formation. He highlights the Holy Spirit in the work of mission and emphasizes its trinitarian nature. 
Sunquist explores mission from a primarily theological--rather than sociological--perspective, showing 
that the whole of Christian theology depends on and feeds into mission. Throughout the book, he 
presents Christian mission as our participation in the suffering and glory of Jesus Christ for the 
redemption of the nations.

The Unexpected Christian Century

Sharing the Good News might be understood as the prime directive of the Church from its earliest times, 
but the Church soon discovered unforeseen obstacles and its own set of temptations, including its lust 
for power and domination. Although the gospel might be joyfully offered, it was not always received 
in the same spirit. And the Church was not always gracious with dissent and criticism. Even so, the 
Church continues to reach out to the least, the last, and the lost—attempting to bring them into the 
family of God. But for mission to be effective today, it must take advantage of indigenous resources 
and recognize its limitations as well as its gifts. This book broadly introduces prominent missionary 
practices and major historical figures using three perspectives. First, it takes into account the missionary 
activity proceeding from the margins rather than only discussing the center of theological and ecclesial 
activity. Second, it narrates the cross-cultural, cross-confessional, and cross-religious dynamics that 
characterize Christian missionary activity. And third, it emphasizes that much missionary activity is 
generated by national rather than international missionaries. The text concludes with a chapter on the 
postmodern and postcolonial world.

Global Awakening

Christian missions in the Middle East were and still are a highly sensitive topic. For a number of 
academics, they have destroyed indigenous cultures and are nothing else than the religious wing of 
imperialism. A new development in historiography gives a different interpretation: Missions seem to 
have strongly contributed to the development of social work, healthcare, education, and science in 
certain regions of the world - sometimes even implementing basic social infrastructure that has been 
neglected by local rulers for decades or centuries. In particular, the missions in the Middle East have 
exhibited a strong "social dimension". Thus, one could even speak of a specific "trademark\

Understanding Christian Mission

The explosive expansion of Christianity in Africa and Asia during the last two centuries constitutes one 
of the most remarkable cultural transformations in the history of mankind. Because it coincided with the 
spread of European economic and political hegemony, it tends to be taken for granted that Christian 
missions went hand in hand with imperialism and colonial conquest. In this book historians survey the 
relationship between Christian missions and the British Empire from the seventeenth century to the 
1960s and treat the subject thematically, rather than regionally or chronologically. Many of these themes 
are treated at length for the first time, relating the work of missions to language, medicine, anthropology, 
and decolonization. Other important chapters focus on the difficult relationship between missionaries 
and white settlers, women and mission, and the neglected role of the indigenous evangelists who did 
far more than European or North American missionaries to spread the Christian religion - belying the 
image of Christianity as the 'white man's religion'.

To All Nations From All Nations

Christian missions have often been seen as the religious arm of Western imperialism. What is rarely 
appreciated is the role they played in bringing about an end to the Western colonial empires after the 
Second World War. "Missions, Nationalism, and the End of Empire" explores this neglected subject. 
Respected authorities on the history of missions explore new territory in these chapters, examining 
from diverse angles the linkages between Christianity, nationalism, and the dissolution of the colonial 
empires in Asia and Africa. This work not only sheds light on the relation of religion and politics but 
also uncovers the sometimes paradoxical implications of the church's call to bring the gospel to all the 
world. Contributors: Daniel H. Bays Philip Boobbyer Judith M. Brown Richard Elphick Deborah Gaitskell 
Adrian Hastings Caroline Howell Ka-che Yip Ogbu U. Kalu Hartmut Lehmann Derek Peterson Andrew 
Porter Brian Stanley John Stuart

The Social Dimension of Christian Missions in the Middle East



A History of Christian Missions traces the expansion of Christianity from its origins in the Middle East 
to Rome, the rest of Europe and the colonial world, and assesses its position as a major religious 
force worldwide. Many of the world’s religions have not actively sought converts, largely because they 
have been too regional in character. Buddhism, Islam and Christianity, however, are the three chief 
exceptions to this, and Christianity in particular has found a home in almost every country in the world. 
Professor Stephen Neill’s comprehensive and authoritative survey examines centuries of missionary 
activity, beginning with Christ and working through the Crusades and the colonization of Asia and Africa 
up to the present day, concluding with a shrewd look ahead to what the future may hold for the Christian 
Church.

Missions and Empire

Lesslie Newbigin (1909-1998) was one of the seminal theologians of mission in the twentieth century, 
and perhaps the most important in the English-speaking world. His thinking was anchored in the 
practice of mission: he was a missionary in India, a bishop of the Indian church, and a leader in emerging 
international mission structures. In his late years, he pioneered research on how the gospel could 
engage with Western culture. For many he is the founding father of the missional church movement. 
This book is the first to address the crucial role Newbigin played in shaping ecumenical thinking on 
mission during the twentieth century, filling an important gap in our knowledge of the development of 
twentieth-century missional theology. It does so by seeking to answer a central question in Newbigin's 
thinking: How does "mission" relate to "church"? Taking the integration of the International Missionary 
Council with the World Council of Churches as its central focus, this book provides a unique history of 
crucial events in the ecumenical movement. But more importantly, through a study of Newbigin's role 
in the theological debate, this book demonstrates how missional theology evolved during the postwar 
period when there was a "sea change" in understandings both of mission and church.

Missions, Nationalism and the End of Empire

In this major work, two world religion and mission experts present a new relational model for Christians 
interacting with people of other faiths.

A History of Christian Missions

This book examines the history of Methodist mission work in Southeast Asia at the turn of the 
twentieth century by using metaphors taken from the language of globalization to help understand the 
transnational social, economic, political, and religious connections developed by the mission.

From Crisis to Creation

Missionaries sometimes made crucial contributions to the movements that achieved freedom over 
colonialism. This study indicates that Christian missionaries will continue to play important roles in 
global humanitarian and human rights efforts.

Christianity Encountering World Religions

Missions, States, and European Expansion in Africa aims to explore the ways Christianity and 
colonialism acted as hegemonic or counter hegemonic forces in the making of African societies. As 
Western interventionist forces, Christianity and colonialism were crucial in establishing and maintaining 
political, cultural, and economic domination. Indeed, both elements of Africa’s encounter with the West 
played pivotal roles in shaping African societies during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. This 
volume uses a wide range of perspectives to address the intersection between missions, evangelism, 
and colonial expansion across Africa. The contributors address several issues, including missionary 
collaboration with the colonizing effort of European powers; disagreements between missionaries and 
colonizing agents; the ways in which missionaries and colonial officials used language, imagery, and 
European epistemology to legitimize relations of inequality with Africans; and the ways in which both 
groups collaborated to transform African societies. Thus, Missions, States, and European Expansion in 
Africa transcends the narrow boundaries that often separate the role of these two elements of European 
encounter to argue that missionary endeavours and official colonial actions could all be conceptualized 
as hegemonic institutions, in which both pursued the same civilizing mission, even if they adopted 
different strategies in their encounter with African societies.



Toward the Twenty-first Century in Christian Mission

Mission as Globalization
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