
J.R.R. Tolkien, Middle Earth, Tolkien Mythology, Fantasy World-building, Literary Creation

The Road To Middle Earth How J R R Tolkien Created A 
New Mythology

#J.R.R. Tolkien #Middle Earth #Tolkien Mythology #Fantasy World-building #Literary Creation 

Explore the profound journey and intricate methods J.R.R. Tolkien employed in constructing the rich, 
epic mythology of Middle-earth, revealing the literary genius behind one of fantasy's most enduring 
worlds.

We aim to make scientific and academic knowledge accessible to everyone.

We would like to thank you for your visit.
This website provides the document The Road To Middle Earth you have been searching 
for.
All visitors are welcome to download it completely free.

The authenticity of the document is guaranteed.
We only provide original content that can be trusted.
This is our way of ensuring visitor satisfaction.

Use this document to support your needs.
We are always ready to offer more useful resources in the future.
Thank you for making our website your choice.

In digital libraries across the web, this document is searched intensively.
Your visit here means you found the right place.
We are offering the complete full version The Road To Middle Earth for free.
The Road To Middle Earth How J R R Tolkien Created A New Mythology

Download The Road to Middle-Earth: How J.R.R. Tolkien Created a New Mythology PDF - Download 
The Road to Middle-Earth: How J.R.R. Tolkien Created a New Mythology PDF by Paul King 3 views 
7 years ago 30 seconds - http://j.mp/1UuZs3u.
The Real-Life Middle Earth, According to J.R.R. Tolkien Himself - The Real-Life Middle Earth, 
According to J.R.R. Tolkien Himself by The Generalists 881 views 1 year ago 3 minutes, 58 seconds 
- Where on Earth is Middle Earth,? Since The Lord of the Rings author J.R.R. Tolkien, endeavored 
to create, an English mythology, ...
JRR TOLKIEN '1892-1973' - A Study Of The Maker Of Middle-earth - JRR TOLKIEN '1892-1973' - 
A Study Of The Maker Of Middle-earth by MiddleOfMiddleEarth 1,592,624 views 11 years ago 1 
hour, 47 minutes - J. R. R. TOLKIEN, John Ronald Reuel Tolkien,, CBE was an English writer, poet, 
philologist, and university professor, best known ...
How Did Norse Mythology Inspire J. R. R. Tolkien?? | Middle Earth Lore - How Did Norse Mythology 
Inspire J. R. R. Tolkien?? | Middle Earth Lore by The Broken Sword 36,532 views 2 years ago 18 
minutes - Todays video is brought to you by LORD OF MAPS! If you are a fan of hand-drawn, amazing 
map work, then Lord of Maps is the ...
Intro
NORSE MYTHOLOGY
PAGE - ALBERICH
SMAUG AND ORC ARMY
FAFNIR ASTRIM
MIDDLE EARTH
PROFESSOR
BATTLE OF STAMFORD BRIDGE
NORTHERN LIGHTS
THORIN'S COMPANY
LORD OF THE RINGS

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/j.r.r.-tolkien
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/j.r.r.-tolkien
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/middle-earth
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/tolkien-mythology
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/fantasy-world-building
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/literary-creation


GANDALF THE GREY
ODIN THE ALLFATHER
GANDALF IN MORIA - THE THREE DOORWAYS
THE GRAY PILGRIM
RING OF VALKAS
ODIN'S SECRETS
BEOWULF
FOREST ELF
THE LAST STAND
GOLLUM
MOUNTAIN TROLL
SMAUG DESTROYS ESGAROTH
EOMER AND ROHAN RIDERS
EDORAS
TOLKIEN (TRAILER)
THEODEN KING
EOWYNI AM NO MAN
THE VALKYRIE AND THE YGGDRASIL
THE ROOTS OF THE HOBBIT
JRR TOLKIEN
There's no way Tolkien was speaking English here - There's no way Tolkien was speaking English 
here by Full Time Big Boy 2,121,507 views 1 year ago 41 seconds
Middle-earth Reading Order - Lord of the Rings, Silmarillion, and beyond! | Tolkien 101 - Middle-earth 
Reading Order - Lord of the Rings, Silmarillion, and beyond! | Tolkien 101 by Nerd of the Rings 
264,631 views 2 years ago 10 minutes, 23 seconds - Today, I present my recommended Reading 
Order for all of JRR Tolkien's, books on Middle,-earth,! My philosophy is to make it as ...
J.R.R. TOLKIEN LORD RINGS
The ChiLDREN
The SILMARILLION
UNFINISHED Tales
BEREN AND
The History Middle-EARTH
George R.R. Martin explains where Tolkien got it wrong - George R.R. Martin explains where Tolkien 
got it wrong by Staten Island Advance 542,145 views 8 years ago 2 minutes, 15 seconds - During his 
visit to Staten Island for the "Game of Thrones" themed night at Richmond County Bank Ballpark, A 
Song of Ice and Fire ...
Sleep Story FINALE- The Silmarillion - THE RINGS OF POWER AND THE THIRD AGE - John's 
Sleep Stories - Sleep Story FINALE- The Silmarillion - THE RINGS OF POWER AND THE THIRD 
AGE - John's Sleep Stories by John's Sleep Stories 302 views 1 day ago 1 hour, 21 minutes - Please 
Support the Channel: http://patreon.com/johnssleepstories We come to it at last. The End of all things. 
Sit beside the fire ...
The Lord of the Rings The Fellowship of the Ring Appendices (Part 1) - The Lord of the Rings The 
Fellowship of the Ring Appendices (Part 1) by Everything In Middle Earth 470,870 views 4 years ago 
40 minutes - Lord of the Rings The Fellowship of the Ring Appendices Part 1. In this appendices it 
covers J.R.R Tolkien,. I do not own any of the ...
The Scene That Made Me Quit the Rings of Power - The Scene That Made Me Quit the Rings of 
Power by Caleb A. Robinson 1,685,600 views 1 year ago 7 minutes, 25 seconds - The Rings of 
Power started, off decent...but I eventually had to stop watching. This is my in-depth critique of the 
specific scene ...
George RR Martin on Being Compared to JRR Tolkien - George RR Martin on Being Compared to 
JRR Tolkien by Aegon Targaryen 366,359 views 4 years ago 3 minutes, 58 seconds - A Song of Ice 
and Fire/Game of Thrones Author George R. R. Martin Interview about Lord of the Rings Author Jrr 
Tolkien,.
The Lord of the Rings is a "Mythical Prehistory" of Europe - The Lord of the Rings is a "Mythical 
Prehistory" of Europe by Truett J. Billups 22,941 views 1 month ago 7 minutes, 4 seconds - The Lord 
of the Rings (written by J.R.R. Tolkien,) is one of the most well-known fantasy books ever written. 
But did you know that ...
George RR Martin Vs J R R Tolkien | How to deal with Illegitimate Criticism - George RR Martin Vs J 
R R Tolkien | How to deal with Illegitimate Criticism by Architectural Outcast 6,232 views 1 month ago 



14 minutes, 8 seconds - georgerrmartin #jrrtolkien, How to recognize illegitimate criticism. Looking 
at George RR Martin's illegitimate criticism of J R R ...
How J.R.R. Tolkien's Estate Keeps Finding New Books to Publish (Real Footage) - How J.R.R. 
Tolkien's Estate Keeps Finding New Books to Publish (Real Footage) by Generic Entertainment 
12,394 views 11 months ago 2 minutes, 40 seconds - I'm not even complaining, though; I'll keep 
buying all the new, books. (Also, to be clear, I mean no disrespect to Tolkien's, estate.
Real Life HOBBIT Town in Switzerland >Ù<ü
B�<è<í Sabbione (Swiss Village) - Real Life HOBBIT Town in 
Switzerland >Ù<ü
B�<è<í Sabbione (Swiss Village) by Switzerland is Life 4,981,036 views 1 year ago 9 minutes, 
17 seconds - Sabbione in Switzerland is a real life hobbit town. This quirky Swiss village has buildings 
that remind of Hobbiton, the hobbit town ...
The Lost Ararat Civilization - Paul Wallis, Matt LaCroix, Billy Carson & Brien Foerster - The Lost Ararat 
Civilization - Paul Wallis, Matt LaCroix, Billy Carson & Brien Foerster by The 5th Kind 45,854 views 
1 day ago 55 minutes - The discussion expertly navigates through the realms of ancient mysteries, 
highlighting the advanced knowledge and ...
Middle-Earth Comparison | Lord of the Rings vs Hobbit | Satisfying Video - Middle-Earth Comparison | 
Lord of the Rings vs Hobbit | Satisfying Video by SizeS 3D 2,147,482 views 2 years ago 2 minutes, 32 
seconds - Let's compare characters from the Tolkien, universe. How tall are Melkor, Frodo, Gandalf, 
Sauron, Aragorn, Bilbo, Gimli, Saruman, ...
The Silmarillion In Three Minutes: A Condensed Version of JRR Tolkien's History of Middle-earth - 
The Silmarillion In Three Minutes: A Condensed Version of JRR Tolkien's History of Middle-earth by 
JP Kloess 1,144,555 views 10 years ago 3 minutes, 1 second - Visit www.jpkloess.com to see the 
other stuff I've done in one place. --12/20/13: WOO! Nearly 10000 views! --1/10/14: Almost ...
The Silmarillion
The Lord of the Rings
What is the History of Middle-Earth? - From Creation to the Rise of Numenor LORE DOCUMENTARY 
- What is the History of Middle-Earth? - From Creation to the Rise of Numenor LORE DOCUMEN-
TARY by Invicta 682,093 views 1 year ago 26 minutes - In this lore documentary we explore the lore 
of Tolkien, wich eventually gives rise to the Second Age of Middle,-Earth,. We begin ...
The Elves of Darkness
War of the Jewels
The War of Wrath
Middle Earth in the Second Age
JRR Tolkien:  the real inspiration for Middle Earth & how to world build like him - JRR Tolkien:  the 
real inspiration for Middle Earth & how to world build like him by julesdingle 2,712 views 1 year ago 
24 minutes - Join us as we explore the real Middle Earth, .... in this special video I'm joined by script 
writer Tina B and narrator Dom Morris, with ...
Early Years
Horses
Lord of the Rings
TOLKIEN's OTHER "TRILOGY" | The GREAT TALES of Middle-earth - TOLKIEN's OTHER "TRILO-
GY" | The GREAT TALES of Middle-earth by Brewing Books 1,210 views 10 hours ago 9 minutes, 
1 second - "Trilogy" may not be the right term here, but "Great Tales" certainly is ... The Children of 
Húrin | UK Deluxe Edition: ISBN ...
The BEST TOLKIEN ENCYCLOPEDIA | The Complete Guide to Middle-earth | DELUXE EDITION 
- The BEST TOLKIEN ENCYCLOPEDIA | The Complete Guide to Middle-earth | DELUXE EDITION 
by Brewing Books 12,034 views 1 year ago 4 minutes, 44 seconds - Robert Foster's 'The Complete 
Guide to Middle,-earth,' is the go-to book for looking up Tolkien, terms. Let's have a closer look at 
the ...
The reason why JRR Tolkien created Middle-earth explained by his son - The reason why JRR Tolkien 
created Middle-earth explained by his son by rifway22 1,210 views 2 years ago 5 minutes, 2 seconds
The Mythology that Inspired Tolkien - The Mythology that Inspired Tolkien by Crecganford 19,294 
views 4 months ago 26 minutes - Where did JRR Tolkien, get his influences and inspiration from for 
his books? Particularly The Lord of the Rings, The Hobbit, and ...
Introduction
Tolkien's Books
Tolkien's Creation Myth
Tolkien's Cosmology
Hobbits
Elves



Dwarves (Dwarfs)
Men
Magical Creatures and Weapons
A Farewell to Magic
The Silmarillion - Teaser Trailer - The Silmarillion - Teaser Trailer by GameOvais 406,044 views 7 
months ago 1 minute, 48 seconds - The Silmarillion - Teaser Trailer - Concept Obviously because the 
rights to the books are still with the Tolkien, estate no movies will ...
The Complete Saga: Every Member of The Fellowship of The Ring | Compilation | Lord of the Rings 
- The Complete Saga: Every Member of The Fellowship of The Ring | Compilation | Lord of the Rings 
by The Broken Sword 431,810 views 2 months ago 3 hours, 6 minutes - Dive deep into the epic tales 
of Middle,-earth, with "The Complete Saga: Every Member of The Fellowship of The Ring ...
Introduction
The Full Story of Gandalf
The Full Story of Aragorn
The Full Story of Boromir
The Full Story of Legolas
The Full Story of Gimli
The Full Story of Frodo Baggins
The Full Story of Samwise Gamgee
The Full Story of Meriadoc Brandybuck (Merry)
The Full Story of Peregrin Took (Pippin)
The Lord of the Rings: The Rings of Power - Official Trailer | Prime Video - The Lord of the Rings: 
The Rings of Power - Official Trailer | Prime Video by Prime Video 17,192,401 views 1 year ago 2 
minutes, 40 seconds - Watch the Official Trailer for #TheRingsOfPower now. Join us in Middle,-earth, 
on September 2. Prime Video's The Lord of the ...
Tolkien's History of Middle-earth Volume 1 2023 Boxset Review - Tolkien's History of Middle-earth 
Volume 1 2023 Boxset Review by Talking Tolkien 6,837 views 3 months ago 18 minutes - A look at 
the first volume of the new, HarperCollins 2023 History of Middle,-earth, boxset. Buy on Amazon 
UK: ...
Introduction and Background
Box
The Silmarillion
Unfinished Tales
Book of Lost Tales Part 1
Books of Lost Tales Part 2
Overall thoughts and Recommendation
The Real Middle Earth - LORD OF THE RINGS DOCUMENTARY (Narrated by Sir Ian Holm) - The 
Real Middle Earth - LORD OF THE RINGS DOCUMENTARY (Narrated by Sir Ian Holm) by Extreme 
Mysteries 216,220 views 1 year ago 58 minutes - In The Real Middle Earth,, Sir Ian Holm (Fellowship 
of the Ring, Alien, Chariots of Fire) narrates a fascinating exploration into a ...
The Shire
Sir Whole Mill
The Black Ogre
Westmarch March
White Towns
Deniers College
Boys Library
Philology
Dead Marshes
The Ridgeway
19th Century Waterworks Tower
Middle Earth
The Real Middle Earth
The TRUTH about the Lord of the Rings World Building!! - The TRUTH about the Lord of the Rings 
World Building!! by Map Crow 140,868 views 1 year ago 13 minutes, 50 seconds - We dig deep into 
JRR Tolkien's, creative process and world building for Lord of the Rings to debunk the often quoted 
phrase, ...
Tolkien explains why the Fellowship didn't fly the Eagles to Mordor - Tolkien explains why the 
Fellowship didn't fly the Eagles to Mordor by Asher Puls 4,185,911 views 2 years ago 50 seconds



What It's Like Reading Tolkien - The Silmarillion vs. LOTR/The Hobbit - What It's Like Reading Tolkien 
- The Silmarillion vs. LOTR/The Hobbit by Mike Travels Nowhere 326,791 views 1 year ago 1 minute, 
47 seconds - What it's like reading Tolkien,. Reading The Silmarillion versus reading The Hobbit and 
The Lord of the Rings.
But What Is Gandalf, Really? - But What Is Gandalf, Really? by CGP Grey 10,391,384 views 9 
years ago 4 minutes, 28 seconds - Special Thanks: Professor Verlyn Flieger http://mythus.com/ 
http://askmiddlearth.tumblr.com/ Soliloquy: http://goo.gl/LQEakz @icel, ...
Search filters
Keyboard shortcuts
Playback
General
Subtitles and closed captions
Spherical videos

The Road to Middle-Earth

“Uniquely qualified to explicate Tolkien’s worldview,” this journey into the roots of the Lord of the 
Rings is a classic in its own right (Salon.com). From beloved epic fantasy classic to record-breaking 
cinematic success, J.R.R. Tolkien's story of four brave hobbits has enraptured the hearts and minds 
of generations. Now, readers can go deeper into this enchanting lore with a revised edition of Tom 
Shippey's classic exploration of Middle-earth. From meditations on Tolkien's inspiration to analyses 
of the influences of his professional background, The Road to Middle-earth takes a closer look at 
the novels that made Tolkien a legend. Shippey also illuminates Tolkien's more difficult works set in 
the same world, including The Silmarillion, Unfinished Tales, and the myth cycle, and examines the 
remarkable twelve-volume History of Middle-earth, written by J.R.R.'s son Christopher Tolkien. At once 
a celebration of a beloved classic and a revealing literary study, The Road to Middle-earth is required 
reading for fantasy fans and English literature scholars alike.

The Road to Middle-Earth

The definitive Tolkien companion—an indispensable guide to The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and 
more, from the author of The Road to Middle-earth. This “highly erudite celebration and exploration 
of Tolkien’s works [is] enormous fun,” declared the Houston Chronicle, and Tom Shippey, a prominent 
medievalist and scholar of fantasy, “deepens your understanding” without “making you forget your initial, 
purely instinctive response to Middle-earth and hobbits.” In a clear and accessible style, Shippey offers a 
new approach to Tolkien, to fantasy, and to the importance of language in literature. He breaks down The 
Lord of the Rings as a linguistic feast for the senses and as a response to the human instinct for myth. 
Elsewhere, he examines The Hobbit’s counterintuitive relationship to the heroic world of Middle-earth; 
demonstrates the significance of The Silmarillion to Tolkien’s canon; and takes an illuminating look at 
lesser-known works in connection with Tolkien’s life. Furthermore, he ties all these strands together 
in a continuing tradition that traces its roots back through Grimms’ Fairy Tales to Beowulf. “Shippey’s 
commentary is the best so far in elucidating Tolkien’s lovely myth,” wrote Harper’s Magazine. J.R.R. 
Tolkien: Author of the Century is “a triumph” (Chicago Sun-Times) that not only gives readers a deeper 
understanding of Tolkien and his work, but also serves as an entertaining introduction to some of the 
most influential novels ever written.

J.R.R. Tolkien

An expertly written investigation of the places that shaped the work of one of the world's best loved 
authors, exploring the relationship between worlds real and fantastical.

Tolkien's Worlds

Available for the first time in paperback, this is the pre-eminent critical study, and exploration, of how 
myth and legend played such a significant role in the works of J.R.R. Tolkien.

The Song of Middle-earth: J. R. R. Tolkien’s Themes, Symbols and Myths

A scholar explores the ideas within The Lord of the Rings and the world created by J. R. R. Tolkien: “A 
most valuable and timely book” (Ursula K. Le Guin, Los Angeles Times–bestselling author of Changing 



Planes). What are millions of readers all over the world getting out of reading the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy? Defending Middle-earth argues, in part, that the appeal for fans goes far deeper than just 
quests and magic rings and hobbits. In fact, through this epic, Tolkien found a way to provide something 
close to spirit in a secular age. This thoughtful book focuses on three main aspects of Tolkien’s fiction: 
the social and political structure of Middle-earth and how the varying cultures within it find common 
cause in the face of a shared threat; the nature and ecology of Middle-earth and how what we think of 
as the natural world joins the battle against mindless, mechanized destruction; and the spirituality and 
ethics of Middle-earth—for which the author provides a particularly insightful and resonant examination. 
Includes a new afterword

Defending Middle-Earth

'The Fellowship of the Ring' is the first part of JRR Tolkien's epic masterpiece 'The Lord of the Rings'. 
This 50th anniversary edition features special packaging and includes the definitive edition of the 
text.|PB

The Fellowship of the Ring

At the 2013 “Celebrating The Hobbit” conference at Valparaiso University—marking the 75th anniver-
sary of the book’s publication and the first installment of Peter Jackson’s Hobbit movies—two plenary 
papers were presented: “Anchoring the Myth: The Impact of The Hobbit on Tolkien’s Legendarium” by 
John D. Rateliff provided numerous examples of The Hobbit’s influence on Tolkien’s legendarium; and 
“Tolkien’s French Connections” by Verlyn Flieger discussed French influences on the development of 
Bilbo Baggins and his adventures. In discussions with the plenary speakers and other presenters, it 
became apparent that a book focusing on how The Hobbit influenced the subsequent development of 
Tolkien’s legendarium was sorely needed. This collection of 15 previously unpublished essays fills that 
need. With Rateliff’s and Flieger’s papers included, the book presents two chapters on the Evolution 
of the Dwarven Race, two chapters on Durin’s Day examining the Dwarven lunar calendar, and 11 
chapters on themes exploring various topics on influences and revisions between The Hobbit and 
Tolkien’s legendarium.

The Hobbit and Tolkienäó»s Mythology

Offers an insight into Tolkien's process of myth-making. The essays explore a wide range of topics 
related to "The History of Middle-Earth\

Tolkien's Legendarium

Laughing Shall I Die explores the Viking fascination with scenes of heroic death. The literature of the 
Vikings is dominated by famous last stands, famous last words, death songs, and defiant gestures, all 
presented with grim humor. Much of this mindset is markedly alien to modern sentiment, and academics 
have accordingly shunned it. And yet, it is this same worldview that has always powered the popular 
public image of the Vikings—with their berserkers, valkyries, and cults of Valhalla and Ragnarok—and 
has also been surprisingly corroborated by archaeological discoveries such as the Ridgeway massacre 
site in Dorset. Was it this mindset that powered the sudden eruption of the Vikings onto the European 
scene? Was it a belief in heroic death that made them so lastingly successful against so many bellicose 
opponents? Weighing the evidence of sagas and poems against the accounts of the Vikings’ victims, 
Tom Shippey considers these questions as he plumbs the complexities of Viking psychology. Along 
the way, he recounts many of the great bravura scenes of Old Norse literature, including the Fall of 
the House of the Skjoldungs, the clash between the two great longships Ironbeard and Long Serpent, 
and the death of Thormod the skald. One of the most exciting books on Vikings for a generation, 
Laughing Shall I Die presents Vikings for what they were: not peaceful explorers and traders, but 
warriors, marauders, and storytellers.

Laughing Shall I Die

Explores the sources of the inspiration, magic, and enchantment of Tolkien's Middle-earth books.

The Road to Middle-earth

This is a complete resource for scholars and students of Tolkien, as well as avid fans, with coverage 
of his life, work, dominant themes, influences, and the critical reaction to his writing. An in-depth 



examination of Tolkien’s entire work by a cadre of top scholars Provides up-to-date discussion and 
analysis of Tolkien’s scholarly and literary works, including his latest posthumous book, The Fall of 
Arthur, as well as addressing contemporary adaptations, including the new Hobbit films Investigates 
various themes across his body of work, such as mythmaking, medieval languages, nature, war, 
religion, and the defeat of evil Discusses the impact of his work on art, film, music, gaming, and 
subsequent generations of fantasy writers

A Companion to J. R. R. Tolkien

Let acclaimed Tolkien artist John Howe take you on an unforgettable journey across Middle-earth, from 
Bag End to Mordor, in this richly illustrated sketchbook fully of previously unseen artwork, anecdotes 
and meditations on Middle-earth.

A Middle-Earth Traveller

Professor Tom Shippey is best known for his books 'The Road to Middle-earth' and 'J.R.R. Tolkien. 
Author of the Century'. Yet they are not the only contributions of his to Tolkien studies. Over the years, 
he has written and lectured widely on Tolkien-related topics. Unfortunately, many of his essays, though 
still topical, are no longer available. The current volume unites for the first time a selection of his older 
essays together with some new, as yet unpublished articles.

Roots and Branches

J.R.R. Tolkien is famous the world over for his unique literary creation, exemplified in The Hobbit, The 
Lord of the Rings and The Silmarillion. What is less well known, however, is that he also produced 
a vast amount of further material that greatly expands upon the mythology and numerous stories of 
Middle-earth, and which gives added life to the thousand-year war between the Elves and the evil spirit 
Morgoth, and his terrifying lieutenant, Sauron. It was to this enormous task of literary construction that 
his Tolkien's youngest son and literary heir, Christopher, applied himself to produce the monumental 
and endlessly fascinating series of twelve books, The History of Middle-earth. This special collector's 
edition brings together the second half of Sauron Defeated, comprising the time-travel story 'The Notion 
Club Papers' and 'The Drowning of Anadune', both linking the myth of Atlantis to Middle-earth, with the 
final three volumes of The History of Middle-earth - Morgoth's Ring, The War of the Jewels and The 
Peoples of Middle-earth. Set in a matching black slipcase, this deluxe edition hardback is limited to just 
1,000 copies and has been printed on fine India paper in order to b

The Complete History of Middle-Earth

Contains the first 5 vols of the 12 volume series.

The History of Middle-Earth

J.R.R. Tolkien's novels of Middle-earth – The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings trilogy, and The Silmarillian – 
have become some of the most famous, and most beloved, literary works of the twentieth century. And 
the Lord of the Rings films by director Peter Jackson have re-ignited interest in Tolkien and his works, as 
well as introduced his stories to a new generation of fans. Even if you've never read the novels and have 
only seen the films, you know that the world of Middle-earth is a complicated one. Tolkien took great 
care in representing this world, from creating new languages to including very particular cultural details 
that add to the richness of the world's fabric. Many other books have been written about Tolkien and his 
works, but none have come close to providing the kind of reference needed to comprehend the world of 
Middle-earth. That's what veteran Dummies author and unabashed Tolkien fan Greg Harvey attempts 
to do in The Origins of Tolkien's Middle-earth For Dummies. As the author says in his introduction to 
the book, this is not an encyclopedia or quick guide to all the diverse beings, languages, and history 
that make up Tolkien's Middle-earth. Nor is it a set of plot outlines for the novels. Rather, what you'll find 
in The Origins of Tolkien's Middle-earth For Dummies is a basic guide to some of the possible linguistic 
and mythological origins of Middle-earth, plus a rudimentary analysis of its many themes and lessons 
for our world. This book can help enrich your reading (or re-reading) of Tolkien's novels, and it will 
challenge you to think about the themes inherent in Tolkien's Middle-earth and their implications in your 
own life. Here's just a sampling of the topics you'll find covered in The Origins of Tolkien's Middle-earth 
For Dummies: Exploring the main themes in Tolkien's works, including immortality and death; the heroic 
quest; love; fate and free will; and faith and redemption Investigating the diverse lands of Middle-earth 



– including the Shire, Gondor, and Mordor – and their significance Examining the different cultures of 
Middle-earth, such as Hobbits, Elves, Men, and those wily Wizards Touring the history of Middle-earth 
Understanding Tolkien's creation of new languages to enrich the story of Middle-earth Top Ten lists on 
the battles in the War of the Ring, online resources, and the ways the films differ from the novels So, 
whether you're reading Tolkien's novels or watching the films for the first time, or you've been a fan for 
many years and are looking for a new take on Tolkien's works, The Origins of Tolkien's Middle-earth 
For Dummies can help you enhance your reading or viewing experience for years to come.

The Origins of Tolkien's Middle-earth For Dummies

A spirited defence of Tolkien’s mythological creation and its increasing relevance for the real world.

Defending Middle-earth: Tolkien: Myth and Modernity

Delving deeply into the myths of ancient Europe, the author explores the period of Christian conquest 
and evangelization of the continent and reveals some surprising new information about the period.

Realm of the Ring Lords

Catalogue published for the exhibition at the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford (2018), and at the 
Morgan Library & Museum, New York (2019).

Tolkien

This special collector's edition features all 12 parts of the series bound in three volumes. Each book 
includes a silk ribbon marker and is quarter-bound in black, with grey boards stamped in gold foil, 
and the set is presented in a matching black slipcase. J.R.R. Tolkien is famous the world over for his 
unique literary creation, exemplified in The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings and The Silmarillion. What 
is less well known, however, is that he also produced a vast amount of further material that greatly 
expands upon the mythology and numerous stories of Middle-earth, and which gives added life to the 
thousand-year war between the Elves and the evil spirit Morgoth, and his terrifying lieutenant, Sauron. 
It was to this enormous task of literary construction that his Tolkien's youngest son and literary heir, 
Christopher, applied himself to produce the monumental and endlessly fascinating series of twelve 
books, The History of Middle-earth. This very special collector's edition brings together all twelve books 
into three hardback volumes - over 5,000 pages of fascinating Tolkien material - and places them in 
one matching box.

The Complete History of Middle-Earth

The original authorised biography, and the only one written by an author who actually met J.R.R. Tolkien.

J. R. R. Tolkien: A Biography

Tolkien made a continuous effort over several years to construct a comprehensive mythology, to include 
not only the stories themselves but also the storytellers, scribes, and bards who were the offspring of 
his thought. In Interrupted Music Flieger attempts to illuminate the structure of Tolkien's work, allowing 
the reader to appreciate its broad, overarching design and its careful, painstaking construction. --from 
publisher description.

Interrupted Music

First ever critical study of Tolkien’s little-known essay, which reveals how language invention shaped 
the creation of Middle-earth and beyond, to George R R Martin’s Game of Thrones.

A Secret Vice: Tolkien on Invented Languages

"This book catalogs every plant found in J.R.R. Tolkien's Legendarium, showing how these plants 
influenced Tolkien's stories and characters"--

Flora of Middle-Earth



This title takes a popular - not academic - look at the mythic world and mythic themes that inspired 
J.R.R. Tolkien, not only the Germanic and Norse mythology that most experts discuss, but also Celtic 
and Finnish myths. It talks of the journeys and quests that inspired Tolkien.

Myth & Middle-Earth

" J.R.R. Tolkien's zeal for medieval literary, religious, and cultural ideas deeply influenced his entire life 
and provided the seeds for his own fiction. In Tolkien's Art, Chance discusses not only such classics 
as The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion, but focuses on his minor works as well, 
outlining in detail the sources and influences–from pagan epic to Christian legend-that formed the 
foundation of Tolkien's masterpieces, his "mythology for England."

Tolkien's Art

One wonders whether there really is a need for another volume of essays on the works of J. R. R. 
Tolkien. Clearly there is. Especially when the volume takes new directions, employs new approaches, 
focuses on different texts, or reviews and then challenges received wisdom. This volume intends to do 
all that. The entries on sources and analogues in The Lord of the Rings, a favorite topic, are still able 
to take new directions. The analyses of Tolkien’s literary art, less common in Tolkien criticism, focus 
on character—especially that of Tom Bombadil—in which two different conclusions are reached. But 
characterization is also seen in the light of different literary techniques, motifs, and symbols. A unique 
contribution examines the place of linguistics in Tolkien’s literary art, employing Gricean concepts in 
an analysis of The Lay of the Children of Húrin. And a quite timely essay presents a new interpretation 
of Tolkien’s attitude toward the environment, especially in the character of Tom Bombadil. In sum, this 
volume covers new ground, and treads some well-worn paths; but here the well-worn path takes a new 
turn, taking not only scholars but general readers further into the complex and provocative world of 
Middle-earth, and beyond.

Middle-earth and Beyond

Presents the prose translation of the Old English epic that Tolkien created as a young man, along with 
selections from lectures on the poem he gave later in life and a story and poetry he wrote in the style 
of folklore on the poem's themes.

Beowulf

JRR Tolkien’s inspiration for his best-selling books, The Lord of the Rings, has always been a mystery. 
Tolkien himself stated that his ideas came to him as though they already existed, but he couldn’t name 
their source. For generations countless researchers and biographers have sought to identify Tolkien’s 
inspiration without success. Now, at last, the answer is at hand.Abyssinia (modern day Ethiopia) was an 
ancient Christian Empire that was one of the world’s four greatest powers after the time of Christ, but it 
became isolated by the rise of Islam. Besieged in its highland fortress, it became a land untouched by 
the passage of time. It survived as the only part of Africa that was not colonized by European powers, 
and became internationally prominent in the years immediately prior to Tolkien’s writing because of 
the Italian war in 1935. Home to a 3,000 year old dynasty of kings and the horse-riding prowess of 
the Oromo tribe, Abyssinia’s history is rich and varied The legends of its greatest saints are unique, 
and around its borders it faced powerful enemies.The Real Middle-earth: The Origins of The Lord 
of the Rings reveals fascinating insights into Tolkien and the ancient realm of Abyssinia, and makes 
connections between them that will leave you astounded.About the AuthorMichael Muhling was born 
in Perth in 1971. He began reading The Lord of the Rings when he was ten years old, and has been a 
fan of Tolkien ever since. Mike subsequently became an avid reader of the fantasy genre, but Tolkien 
remained his favourite author because of the depth and detail in his stories.Several years ago Mike and 
his wife began taking a keen interest in Ethiopia, and in 2005 Mike identified the connection between 
Tolkien and Ethiopia (Abyssinia). Since then they have travelled to Ethiopia three times, thoroughly 
enjoying its history, culture and hospitality.Mike lives in Perth, Australia, with his wife and two children.

The Real Middle-Earth

Part three of the lord of the rings trillogy.

The Return of the King



How the First World War influenced the author of the Lord of the Rings Trilogy: “Very much the best 
book about J.R.R. Tolkien that has yet been written.” —A. N. Wilson As Europe plunged into World 
War I, J. R. R. Tolkien was a student at Oxford and part of a cohort of literary-minded friends who 
had wide-ranging conversations in their Tea Club and Barrovian Society. After finishing his degree, 
Tolkien experienced the horrors of the Great War as a signal officer in the Battle of the Somme, where 
two of those school friends died. All the while, he was hard at work on an original mythology that 
would become the basis of his literary masterpiece, the Lord of the Rings trilogy. In this biographical 
study, drawn in part from Tolkien’s personal wartime papers, John Garth traces the development of the 
author’s work during this critical period. He shows how the deaths of two comrades compelled Tolkien 
to pursue the dream they had shared, and argues that the young man used his imagination not to 
escape from reality—but to transform the cataclysm of his generation. While Tolkien’s contemporaries 
surrendered to disillusionment, he kept enchantment alive, reshaping an entire literary tradition into 
a form that resonates to this day. “Garth’s fine study should have a major audience among serious 
students of Tolkien.” —Publishers Weekly “A highly intelligent book . . . Garth displays impressive skills 
both as researcher and writer.” —Max Hastings, author of The Secret War “Somewhere, I think, Tolkien 
is nodding in appreciation.” —San Jose Mercury News “A labour of love in which journalist Garth 
combines a newsman’s nose for a good story with a scholar’s scrupulous attention to detail . . . Brilliantly 
argued.” —Daily Mail (UK) “Gripping from start to finish and offers important new insights.” —Library 
Journal “Insight into how a writer turned academia into art, how deeply friendship supports and wounds 
us, and how the death and disillusionment that characterized World War I inspired Tolkien’s lush saga.” 
—Detroit Free Press

Tolkien and the Great War

Analyzes Tolkien's "The Hobbit," "The Lord of the Rings," "The Silmarillion," and his lesser works, and 
explains how his works tie into storytelling tradition dating back to Grimms' fairy tales and "Beowulf."

J.R.R. Tolkien

The Great Tales of Middle-earth is a beautiful boxed set of the three final novels of Middle-earth: 
Children of Húrin, Beren and Lúthien, and The Fall of Gondolin, packaged together for the first time. 
Completing Christopher Tolkien's lifelong achievement as the editor and curator of his father J.R.R. 
Tolkien's manuscripts, The Great Tales features handsome color plates and maps by famed illustrator 
Alan Lee. The Children of Húrin was the first complete book by J.R.R.Tolkien since the 1977 publication 
of The Silmarillion. Six thousand years before the One Ring is destroyed, Middle-earth lies under the 
shadow of the Dark Lord Morgoth. The greatest warriors among elves and men have perished, and 
all is in darkness and despair. But a deadly new leader rises, Túrin, son of Húrin, and with his grim 
band of outlaws begins to turn the tide in the war for Middle-earth--awaiting the day he confronts his 
destiny and the deadly curse laid upon him. Beren and Lúthien was, or became, an essential element 
in the evolution of The Silmarillion, the myths and legends of the First Age of the World conceived by 
J.R.R. Tolkien. Essential to the story, and never changed, is the fate that shadowed the love of Beren 
and Lúthien: for Beren was a mortal man, but Lúthien was an immortal elf. Her father, a great elvish 
lord, in deep opposition to Beren, imposed on him an impossible task that he must perform before 
he might wed Lúthien. This is the kernel of the legend; and it leads to the supremely heroic attempt 
of Beren and Lúthien together to rob the greatest of all evil beings, Melkor, called Morgoth, the Black 
Enemy, of a Silmaril. The Fall of Gondolin completes the set and tells the story of the destruction of 
the legendary city of Gondolin at the hands of evil Morgoth in retaliation against Ulmo, the Lord of the 
Waters, who favors man. At core is the tale of Tuor, cousin of Túrin, his wife, Idril, daughter of Turgon, 
king of Gondolin, and their child, Eärendel, who became great in Gondolin, but had to flee the blazing 
wreckage of his home when Morgoth attacked. Each hardcover volume includes color plates and black 
and white maps by award-winning illustrator Alan Lee.

The Great Tales of Middle-Earth

An illustrated journey into the life and imagination of one of the world's best-loved authors, Tolkien's 
Worlds provides a unique exploration of the relationship between the real and the fantastical and is an 
essential companion for anyone who wants to follow in Tolkien's footsteps.

The Worlds of J. R. R. Tolkien



Widely considered one of the leading experts on the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, Thomas Alan Shippey 
has informed and enlightened a generation of Tolkien scholars and fans. In this collection, friends and 
colleagues honor Shippey with 15 essays that reflect their mentor's research interests, methods of 
literary criticism and attention to Tolkien's shorter works. In a wide-ranging consideration of Tolkien's 
oeuvre, the contributors explore the influence of 19th and 20th century book illustrations on Tolkien's 
work; utopia and fantasy in Tolkien's Middle-earth; the Silmarils, the Arkenstone, and the One Ring 
as thematic vehicles; the pattern of decline in Middle-earth as reflected in the diminishing power of 
language; Tolkien's interest in medieval genres; the heroism of secondary characters; and numerous 
other topics. Also included are brief memoirs by Shippey's colleagues and friends in academia and 
fandom and a bibliography of Shippey's work.

Tolkien in the New Century

This absorbing insight into the mind behind Middle-earth will introduce or remind readers of the 
abundance that exists in Tolkien's thought and imagination. Interweaving sections explore The Lord 
of the Rings and its history; the key themes, concepts and images in Tolkein's work; the people and 
places in his life, and his other writings. At the heart of the book is an indispensible A-Z of middle-earth, 
with detailed entries on Beings, Places, Things and Events.

A Guide to Middle Earth

The first book in the Lord of the rings trilogy.

The Fellowship of the Ring

Since the appearance of The Lord of the Rings in 1954, J. R. R. Tolkien’s works have always sold briskly, 
appealing to a wide and diverse audience of intellectuals, religious believers, fantasy enthusiasts, and 
science fiction aficionados. Now, Peter Jackson’s film version of Tolkien’s trilogy—with its accompanying 
Rings-related paraphernalia and publicity—is playing a unique role in the dissemination of Tolkien’s 
imaginative creation to the masses. Yet, for most readers and viewers, the underlying meaning of 
Middle-earth has remained obscure. Bradley Birzer has remedied that with this fresh study. In J. R. 
R. Tolkien’s Sanctifying Myth: Understanding Middle-earth, Birzer explains the surprisingly specific 
religious symbolism that permeates Tolkien’s Middle-earth legendarium. He also explores the social 
and political views that motivated the Oxford don, ultimately situating Tolkien within the Christian 
humanist tradition represented by Thomas More and T. S. Eliot, Dante and C. S. Lewis. Birzer argues 
that through the genre of myth Tolkien created a world that is essentially truer than the one we think we 
see around us every day, a world that transcends the colorless disenchantment of our postmodern age. 
“A small knowledge of history,” Tolkien once wrote, “depresses one with the sense of the everlasting 
weight of human iniquity.” As Birzer demonstrates, Tolkien’s recognition of evil became mythologically 
manifest in the guise of Ringwraiths, Orcs, Sauron, and other dark beings. But Tolkien was ultimately 
optimistic: even weak, bumbling hobbits and humans, as long as they cling to the Good, can finally 
prevail. Bradley Birzer has performed a great service in elucidating Tolkien’s powerful moral vision.

J. R. R. Tolkien's Sanctifying Myth

Examines the real-world influences that shaped J.R.R. Tolkien's fantasy novels The hobbit and The lord 
of the rings.

The Making of Middle-Earth

The Road to Middle-Earth

“Uniquely qualified to explicate Tolkien’s worldview,” this journey into the roots of the Lord of the 
Rings is a classic in its own right (Salon.com). From beloved epic fantasy classic to record-breaking 
cinematic success, J.R.R. Tolkien's story of four brave hobbits has enraptured the hearts and minds 
of generations. Now, readers can go deeper into this enchanting lore with a revised edition of Tom 
Shippey's classic exploration of Middle-earth. From meditations on Tolkien's inspiration to analyses 
of the influences of his professional background, The Road to Middle-earth takes a closer look at 
the novels that made Tolkien a legend. Shippey also illuminates Tolkien's more difficult works set in 
the same world, including The Silmarillion, Unfinished Tales, and the myth cycle, and examines the 



remarkable twelve-volume History of Middle-earth, written by J.R.R.'s son Christopher Tolkien. At once 
a celebration of a beloved classic and a revealing literary study, The Road to Middle-earth is required 
reading for fantasy fans and English literature scholars alike.

The Road to Middle-Earth

The definitive Tolkien companion—an indispensable guide to The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and 
more, from the author of The Road to Middle-earth. This “highly erudite celebration and exploration 
of Tolkien’s works [is] enormous fun,” declared the Houston Chronicle, and Tom Shippey, a prominent 
medievalist and scholar of fantasy, “deepens your understanding” without “making you forget your initial, 
purely instinctive response to Middle-earth and hobbits.” In a clear and accessible style, Shippey offers a 
new approach to Tolkien, to fantasy, and to the importance of language in literature. He breaks down The 
Lord of the Rings as a linguistic feast for the senses and as a response to the human instinct for myth. 
Elsewhere, he examines The Hobbit’s counterintuitive relationship to the heroic world of Middle-earth; 
demonstrates the significance of The Silmarillion to Tolkien’s canon; and takes an illuminating look at 
lesser-known works in connection with Tolkien’s life. Furthermore, he ties all these strands together 
in a continuing tradition that traces its roots back through Grimms’ Fairy Tales to Beowulf. “Shippey’s 
commentary is the best so far in elucidating Tolkien’s lovely myth,” wrote Harper’s Magazine. J.R.R. 
Tolkien: Author of the Century is “a triumph” (Chicago Sun-Times) that not only gives readers a deeper 
understanding of Tolkien and his work, but also serves as an entertaining introduction to some of the 
most influential novels ever written.

J.R.R. Tolkien

An expertly written investigation of the places that shaped the work of one of the world's best loved 
authors, exploring the relationship between worlds real and fantastical.

The Road to Middle-Earth

A scholar explores the ideas within The Lord of the Rings and the world created by J. R. R. Tolkien: “A 
most valuable and timely book” (Ursula K. Le Guin, Los Angeles Times–bestselling author of Changing 
Planes). What are millions of readers all over the world getting out of reading the Lord of the Rings 
trilogy? Defending Middle-earth argues, in part, that the appeal for fans goes far deeper than just 
quests and magic rings and hobbits. In fact, through this epic, Tolkien found a way to provide something 
close to spirit in a secular age. This thoughtful book focuses on three main aspects of Tolkien’s fiction: 
the social and political structure of Middle-earth and how the varying cultures within it find common 
cause in the face of a shared threat; the nature and ecology of Middle-earth and how what we think of 
as the natural world joins the battle against mindless, mechanized destruction; and the spirituality and 
ethics of Middle-earth—for which the author provides a particularly insightful and resonant examination. 
Includes a new afterword

Tolkien's Worlds

A detailed work of reference and scholarship, this one volume Encyclopedia includes discussions of all 
the fundamental issues in Tolkien scholarship written by the leading scholars in the field. Coverage not 
only presents the most recent scholarship on J.R.R. Tolkien, but also introduces and explores the author 
and scholar's life and work within their historical and cultural contexts. Tolkien's fiction and his sources of 
influence are examined along with his artistic and academic achievements - including his translations of 
medieval texts - teaching posts, linguistic works, and the languages he created. The 550 alphabetically 
arranged entries fall within the following categories of topics: adaptations art and illustrations characters 
in Tolkien's work critical history and scholarship influence of Tolkien languages biography literary 
sources literature creatures and peoples of Middle-earth objects in Tolkien's work places in Tolkien's 
work reception of Tolkien medieval scholars scholarship by Tolkien medieval literature stylistic elements 
themes in Tolkien's works theological/ philosophical concepts and philosophers Tolkien's contemporary 
history and culture works of literature

Defending Middle-Earth

J. R. R. Tolkien is arguably the most influential fantasy writer of all time--his world building and epic 
mythology have changed Western audiences' imaginations and the entire fantasy genre. This book is 
the first wide-ranging Christian Platonic reading on Tolkien's fiction. This analysis, written for scholars 



and general Tolkien enthusiasts alike, discusses how his fiction is constructed on levels of language, 
myth and textuality that have a background in the Greek philosopher Plato's texts and early Christian 
philosophy influenced by Plato. It discusses the concepts of ideal and real, creation and existence, and 
fall and struggle as central elements of Tolkien's fiction, focusing on The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, 
The Silmarillion and The History of Middle-earth. Reading Tolkien's fiction as a depiction of ideal and 
real, from the vision of creation to the process of realization, illuminates a part of Tolkien's aesthetics 
and mythology that previous studies have overlooked.

J.R.R. Tolkien Encyclopedia

At the 2013 "Celebrating The Hobbit" conference at Valparaiso University--marking the 75th anniver-
sary of the book's publication and the first installment of Peter Jackson's Hobbit movies--two plenary 
papers were presented: "Anchoring the Myth: The Impact of The Hobbit on Tolkien's Legendarium" by 
John D. Rateliff provided numerous examples of The Hobbit's influence on Tolkien's legendarium; and 
"Tolkien's French Connections" by Verlyn Flieger discussed French influences on the development of 
Bilbo Baggins and his adventures. In discussions with the plenary speakers and other presenters, it 
became apparent that a book focusing on how The Hobbit influenced the subsequent development of 
Tolkien's legendarium was sorely needed. This collection of 15 previously unpublished essays fills that 
need. With Rateliff's and Flieger's papers included, the book presents two chapters on the Evolution 
of the Dwarven Race, two chapters on Durin's Day examining the Dwarven lunar calendar, and 11 
chapters on themes exploring various topics on influences and revisions between The Hobbit and 
Tolkien's legendarium.

The Mythopoeic Code of Tolkien

'The Fellowship of the Ring' is the first part of JRR Tolkien's epic masterpiece 'The Lord of the Rings'. 
This 50th anniversary edition features special packaging and includes the definitive edition of the 
text.|PB

The Hobbit and Tolkien's Mythology

Catalogue published for the exhibition at the Bodleian Library, University of Oxford (2018), and at the 
Morgan Library & Museum, New York (2019).

The Fellowship of the Ring

Laughing Shall I Die explores the Viking fascination with scenes of heroic death. The literature of the 
Vikings is dominated by famous last stands, famous last words, death songs, and defiant gestures, all 
presented with grim humor. Much of this mindset is markedly alien to modern sentiment, and academics 
have accordingly shunned it. And yet, it is this same worldview that has always powered the popular 
public image of the Vikings—with their berserkers, valkyries, and cults of Valhalla and Ragnarok—and 
has also been surprisingly corroborated by archaeological discoveries such as the Ridgeway massacre 
site in Dorset. Was it this mindset that powered the sudden eruption of the Vikings onto the European 
scene? Was it a belief in heroic death that made them so lastingly successful against so many bellicose 
opponents? Weighing the evidence of sagas and poems against the accounts of the Vikings’ victims, 
Tom Shippey considers these questions as he plumbs the complexities of Viking psychology. Along 
the way, he recounts many of the great bravura scenes of Old Norse literature, including the Fall of 
the House of the Skjoldungs, the clash between the two great longships Ironbeard and Long Serpent, 
and the death of Thormod the skald. One of the most exciting books on Vikings for a generation, 
Laughing Shall I Die presents Vikings for what they were: not peaceful explorers and traders, but 
warriors, marauders, and storytellers.

Tolkien

In such classic works as The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion, J. R. R. Tolkien depicts 
a vast, complex world-system. Tolkien's Middle-earth comes to life with intensely detailed historical, 
geographical, and multicultural content, which is presented through different poetic forms that combine 
elements of epic, romance, myth, history, and the modern novel. This book analyzes Tolkien's project, 
paying attention to narrative form and its relation to social contexts, while also exploring his broader 
philosophical conception of history and the role of individual and collective subjects within it. Tolkien's 
published and posthumous writings, the film adaptations, and recent scholarship are all examined to 



provide an enlarged and refined critical perspective of these major works. Drawing upon Marxist literary 
theory and criticism, Robert T. Tally Jr. calls into question traditional views of race, class, morality, 
escapism, and fantasy more generally. Through close readings mixed with theoretical speculation, 
Representing Middle-earth allows readers see Tolkien's world, as well as our own, in a new light.

Laughing Shall I Die

Tolkien, Race, and Racism in Middle-earth is the first systematic examination of how Tolkien understood 
racial issues, how race manifests in his oeuvre, and how race in Middle-earth, his imaginary realm, has 
been understood, criticized, and appropriated by others. This book presents an analysis of Tolkien’s 
works for conceptions of race, both racist and anti-racist. It begins by demonstrating that Tolkien was a 
racialist, in that his mythology is established on the basis of different races with different characteristics, 
and then poses the key question “Was Tolkien racist?” Robert Stuart engages the discourse and 
research associated with the ways in which racism and anti-racism relate Tolkien to his fascist and impe-
rialist contemporaries and to twenty-first-century neo-Nazis and White Supremacists—including White 
Supremacy, genocide, blood-and-soil philology, anti-Semitism, and aristocratic racism. Addressing a 
major gap in the field of Tolkien studies, Stuart focuses on race, racisms and the Tolkien legendarium.

Representing Middle-earth

The twentieth century witnessed a dramatic rise in fantasy writing and few works became as popular or 
have endured as long as the novels of J.R.R. Tolkien. Surprisingly, little critical attention has been paid to 
the presence of music in his novels. This collection of essays explores the multitude of musical-literary 
allusions and themes intertwined throughout Tolkien’s body of work. Of particular interest is Tolkien’s 
scholarly work with medieval music and its presentation and performance practice, as well as the 
musical influences of his Victorian and Edwardian background. Discographies of Tolkien-influenced 
music of the 20th and 21st centuries are included.

Tolkien, Race, and Racism in Middle-earth

J.R.R. Tolkien's literary cosmos may not be the most elaborate of the imaginary worlds in existence, it 
is certainly the most influential. His creation Arda remains unrivalled in its consistency and complexity 
and Tolkien remains one of the foremost proponents of literary world-building or, his term, (literary) 
subcreation.

Middle-earth Minstrel

Source criticism—analysis of a writer’s source material—has emerged as one of the most popular 
approaches in exploring the work of J.R.R. Tolkien. Since Tolkien drew from many disparate sources, an 
understanding of these sources, as well as how and why he incorporated them, can enhance readers’ 
appreciation. This set of new essays by leading Tolkien scholars describes the theory and methodology 
for proper source criticism and provides practical demonstrations of the approach.

Sub-Creating Arda

" J.R.R. Tolkien's zeal for medieval literary, religious, and cultural ideas deeply influenced his entire life 
and provided the seeds for his own fiction. In Tolkien's Art, Chance discusses not only such classics 
as The Hobbit, The Lord of the Rings, and The Silmarillion, but focuses on his minor works as well, 
outlining in detail the sources and influences–from pagan epic to Christian legend-that formed the 
foundation of Tolkien's masterpieces, his "mythology for England."

Makers of the Middle Ages: Essays in Honor of William Calin

Following the Formula in Beowulf, Örvar-Odds saga, and Tolkien proposes that Beowulf was composed 
according to a formula. Michael Fox imagines the process that generated the poem and provides a 
model for reading it, extending this model to investigate formula in a half-line, a fitt, a digression, and 
a story-pattern or folktale, including the Old-Norse Icelandic Örvar-Odds saga. Fox also explores how 
J. R. R. Tolkien used the same formula to write Sellic Spell and The Hobbit. This investigation uncovers 
relationships between oral and literate composition, between mechanistic composition and author, and 
between listening and reading audiences, arguing for a contemporary relevance for Beowulf in thinking 
about the creative process.



Tolkien and the Study of His Sources

[In this book, the] essays illuminate the crucial episodes, characters, style, language, and concpets 
central to Tolkien's complex world.-Dust jacket.

Tolkien's Art

The doctorial thesis argues that the term Subcreation with its revised and broadened definition, in part 
differing from J.R.R. Tolkien's original term sub-creation, may be used for the discussion of the making 
of fictional worlds in literary discourse. The successful conception of a fictional world depends on the 
reader's willing suspension of disbelief. This depends both on the author and his skilled composition 
of the world and all its aspects, as well as on the reader's acceptance of this invented fictional world. 
The author needs to create a narrative with an inner consistency, which is crucial to achieving the 
effect of the reader's immersion in the fictional world. The fundamental aspects that an author needs to 
realize to achieve successful Subcreation have been structured into and analysed in four categories: 
Language and Linguistic Variation, Physiopoeia, Anthropoeia and Mythopoeia. Furthermore, this thesis 
shows that, as contemporary examples of fantastic literature, both Tad Williams's and Terry Pratchett's 
fictional worlds are successfully created through the realization of these aspects of Subcreation. Apart 
from commenting on the success of the subcreative process, this thesis also remarks upon the cultural 
influences both authors include in their writings. While both may be considered Anglophone in a general 
categorization, Pratchett's Discworld retains a feeling of 'Britishness' that is not to be found in Williams's 
Otherland. The thesis proposes several approaches to Subcreation that may be studied subsequently. 
So, for example, it may be possible to determine the success of an author's Subcreation by collecting 
empirical data. Apart from literary works this field of studies may also include other media.

Following the Formula in Beowulf, Örvar-Odds saga, and Tolkien

The Year's Work in Medievalism: 2004 is based upon but not restricted to the 2004 proceedings of the 
annual International Conference on Medievalism, organized by the Director of Conferences for Studies 
in Medievalism, Gwendolyn Morgan, and, for 2004, Christa Canitz of the University of New Brunswick, 
Fredericton. The essays of the current volume center on the question of individual responsibility in 
humanizing one's society through the use of medievalism. - Gwendolyn A. Morgan, "Medievalism and 
Individual Responsibility" - Karl Fugelso, "Defining Medievalism in Nineteenth-Century Commedia Illus-
trations" - Renee Ward, "Remus Lupin and Community: The Werewolf Tradition in J.K. Rowling's Harry 
Potter Series. - Nancy M. Thompson, Architectural Restoriation and Stained Glass in 19th-Century 
Siena: The Place of Light in Giuseppe Partini's Purismo - Barbara Gribling, Nationalism and the Image 
of the Black Prince - Clare A. Simmons, Small-Scale Humor in the British Medieval Revival - Brian C. 
Johnsrud, "The Monsters Do Not Depart": Re-Unifying Norse, Anglo-Saxon, and Christian in Tolkien's 
Lord of the Rings - Jaimie Hensley, J.R.R. Tolkien and Walther von der Volgelweide: Faerie and Reality 
- Peter G. Christensen, From Waste Land to Grail and Back Again Naomi Mitchison's To the Chapel 
Perilous

Tolkien and the Invention of Myth: A Reader

The Lord of the Rings rarely makes an appearance in college courses that aim to examine modern 
British and American literature. Only in recent years have the fantasies of J.R.R. Tolkien and his 
friend, C.S. Lewis, made their way into college syllabi alongside T.S. Eliot's The Waste Land or F. Scott 
Fitzgerald's The Great Gatsby. This volume aims to situate Tolkien and The Lord of the Rings within the 
literary period whose sensibility grew out of the 19th-century rise of secularism and industrialism, which 
culminated in the cataclysm of world war. During a pivotal moment in the history of Western culture, 
both Tolkien and his contemporaries--the literary modernists--engaged with the past in order to make 
sense of the present world, especially in the wake of World War I. While Tolkien and the modernists 
share many of the same concerns, their responses to the crisis of modernity are often antithetical. 
While the work of the modernists emphasizes alienation and despair, Tolkien's work underscores the 
value of fellowship and hope.

Subcreation: Fictional-World Construction from J.R.R. Tolkien to Terry Pratchett and Tad Williams

This book is a critical introduction to J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Hobbit, but it also advances an argument 
about the novel in the context of Tolkien’s larger literary and philosophical project. Notwithstanding its 
canonical place in the fantasy genre, The Hobbit is ultimately a historical novel. It does not refer directly 



to any “real” historical events, but it both enacts and conceptualizes history in a way that makes it real. 
Drawing on Marxist literary criticism and narrative theory, this book examines the form and content of 
Tolkien’s work, demonstrating how the heroic romance is simultaneously employed and subverted by 
Tolkien in his tale of an unlikely hero, “quite a little fellow in a wide world,” who nonetheless makes 
history. First-time readers of Tolkien, as well as established scholars and fans, will enjoy this engaging 
and accessible study of The Hobbit.

The Year's Work in Medievalism, 2004

It has long been recognized that J. R. R. Tolkien's work is animated by a profound moral and religious 
vision. It is less clear that Tolkien's vision confronts the leading philosophical and literary concerns 
addressed by modern writers and thinkers. This book seeks to resolve such uncertainty. It places 
modern writers and modern quandaries in lively engagement with the broad range of Tolkien's work, 
while giving special attention to the textual particularities of his masterpiece, The Lord of the Rings. In 
ways at once provocative and original, the contributors deal with major modern artists and philosophers, 
including Miguel de Cervantes, Friedrich Nietzsche, Emmanuel Levinas, Iris Murdoch, and James 
Joyce. The essays in Tolkien among the Moderns also point forward to postmodernism by examining 
its implications for Tolkien's work. Looking backward, they show how Tolkien addresses two ancient 
questions: the problems of fate and freedom in a seemingly random universe, as well as Plato's 
objection that art can neither depict truth nor underwrite morality. The volume is premised on the firm 
conviction that Tolkien is not a writer who will be soon surpassed and forgotten—exactly because he 
has a permanent dwelling place "among the moderns."

Tolkien and the Modernists

A comprehensive companion to The Hobbit and Tolkien's universe

J. R. R. Tolkien's The Hobbit

This is a complete resource for scholars and students of Tolkien, as well as avid fans, with coverage 
of his life, work, dominant themes, influences, and the critical reaction to his writing. An in-depth 
examination of Tolkien’s entire work by a cadre of top scholars Provides up-to-date discussion and 
analysis of Tolkien’s scholarly and literary works, including his latest posthumous book, The Fall of 
Arthur, as well as addressing contemporary adaptations, including the new Hobbit films Investigates 
various themes across his body of work, such as mythmaking, medieval languages, nature, war, 
religion, and the defeat of evil Discusses the impact of his work on art, film, music, gaming, and 
subsequent generations of fantasy writers

Tolkien among the Moderns

Widely considered one of the leading experts on the works of J.R.R. Tolkien, Thomas Alan Shippey 
has informed and enlightened a generation of Tolkien scholars and fans. In this collection, friends and 
colleagues honor Shippey with 15 essays that reflect their mentor's research interests, methods of 
literary criticism and attention to Tolkien's shorter works. In a wide-ranging consideration of Tolkien's 
oeuvre, the contributors explore the influence of 19th and 20th century book illustrations on Tolkien's 
work; utopia and fantasy in Tolkien's Middle-earth; the Silmarils, the Arkenstone, and the One Ring 
as thematic vehicles; the pattern of decline in Middle-earth as reflected in the diminishing power of 
language; Tolkien's interest in medieval genres; the heroism of secondary characters; and numerous 
other topics. Also included are brief memoirs by Shippey's colleagues and friends in academia and 
fandom and a bibliography of Shippey's work.

The Hobbit Encyclopedia

Topographies of Popular Culture departs from the deceptively simple notion that popular culture always 
takes place somewhere. By studying the spatial and topographic imaginations at work in popular 
culture, the book identifies and illustrates several specific tendencies that deserve increased attention 
in studies of the popular. In combining the study of popular texts with a broad variety of geographical 
contexts, the volume presents a global and cross-cultural approach to popular culture’s topographies. 
In part, Topographies of Popular Culture takes its cue from recent theorisations of spatiality in the 
field of critical theory, and from such global transformations as the processes and after-effects of 
decolonisation and globalisation. It contemplates the spatiality of genre and the interactions between 



the local and the global, as well as the increasing circulation and adaptation of popular texts across 
the globe. The ten individual chapters analyse the spaces of popular culture at a scale that extends 
from an individual’s everyday experience to genuinely global questions, offering new theoretical and 
analytical insights into the relation between spatiality and the popular.

A Companion to J. R. R. Tolkien

Beginning with an analysis of the critical history of Tolkien, the first section, Context and Criticism, 
examines and contrasts the historical and intellectual context of the books, films and their criticism. The 
second, Space, Place and Communities, turns to the philosophical and post-colonial concerns which 
structure contemporary understandings of the book and film. The third section, Gender, Sexuality and 
Class, shows how these issues are depicted in the novles and films. The final section, Tolkien's Futures, 
looks at the continuing influence of his work in both more traditional literary forms and in contemporary 
game and electronic narrative >

Tolkien in the New Century

Engrossing...Tolkien's principles--patriotism, Medievalism, localism, Catholicism--are certainly out of 
fashion today. And yet they're the foundation for all his books, which have sold hundreds of millions 
of copies. Mr. Smith does a wonderful job of explaining why modern readers are so enthralled by 
Tolkien's reactionary vision. Whether you're a casual Lord of the Rings fan or a serious Tolkien scholar, 
every page of Mr. Smith's book will delight and fascinate. And if anyone ever tells you that fairy-tales 
are only for children, hand him this book. Tolkien ought to be regarded as one of the great social 
critics of our time, as Mr. Smith so masterfully demonstrates. -Michael Warren Davis is an editor for 
Sophia Institute Press and the author of The Reactionary Mind: Why Conservative Isn't Enough. You 
can find him on his blog, The Common Man. As the popularity of Tolkien's work continues to endure, 
the importance of Jeb Smith's work continues to grow. This is because of a prolonged siege against 
Tolkien's work: the attempt to dislodge it from its Christian and Biblical foundations. Jeb Smith's insights 
are immensely helpful to this and future generations of Tolkien admirers. Scott L. Smith, author of Lord 
of the Rings and the Eucharist J.R.R. Tolkien's Middle-earth has captured the imaginations of millions 
of readers around the world for generations. He is considered the father of modern fantasy, but few 
understand how Tolkien's worldview impacted his mythology. The Road Goes Ever On and On is the 
first book of its kind to place Tolkien within his proper context, giving the reader a deeper understanding 
of Tolkien and Middle-earth. Smith takes us on a quest through a wide range of Tolkien's writings to 
unlock Tolkien's perspective--a perspective that, like the elves who have sailed into the West leaving 
Middle-earth, has faded away from our world. You will gain an in-depth knowledge of Tolkien's views on 
politics, environmentalism, religion, and much more. From the Valar to Hobbits, the free peoples closely 
follow Tolkien's sentiments. In contrast, forces under the Shadow represent what Tolkien believed was 
immoral. Covering a wide range of topics, The Road Goes Ever On and On is filled with breathtaking 
illustrations bringing Middle-earth to life like never before, making this the 'one book to rule them all.'

Topographies of Popular Culture

This collection explores Beowulf’s extensive impact on contemporary culture across a wide range 
of forms. The last 15 years have seen an intensification of scholarly interest in medievalism and 
reimaginings of the Middle Ages. However, in spite of the growing prominence of medievalism both 
in academic discourse and popular culture—and in spite of the position Beowulf itself holds in both 
areas—no study such as this has yet been undertaken. Beowulf in Contemporary Culture therefore 
makes a significant contribution both to early medieval studies and to our understanding of Beowulf’s 
continuing cultural impact. It should inspire further research into this topic and medievalist responses 
to other aspects of early medieval culture. Topics covered here range from film and television to video 
games, graphic novels, children’s literature, translations, and versions, along with original responses 
published here for the first time. The collection not only provides an overview of the positions Beowulf 
holds in the contemporary imagination, but also demonstrates the range of avenues yet to be explored, 
or even fully acknowledged, in the study of medievalism.

Reading The Lord of the Rings

The Oxford Handbook of Music and Medievalism provides a snapshot of the diverse ways in which 
medievalism--the retrospective immersion in the images, sounds, narratives, and ideologies of the 
European Middle Ages--powerfully transforms many of the varied musical traditions of the last two 



centuries. Thirty-three chapters from an international group of scholars explore topics ranging from the 
representation of the Middle Ages in nineteenth-century opera to medievalism in contemporary video 
game music, thereby connecting disparate musical forms across typical musicological boundaries of 
chronology and geography. While some chapters focus on key medievalist works such as Orff's Carmina 
Burana or Peter Jackson's Lord of the Rings films, others explore medievalism in the oeuvre of a single 
composer (e.g. Richard Wagner or Arvo Pýrt) or musical group (e.g. Led Zeppelin). The topics of the 
individual chapters include both well-known works such as John Boorman's film Excalibur and also 
less familiar examples such as Eduard Lalo's Le Roi d'Ys. The authors of the chapters approach their 
material from a wide array of disciplinary perspectives, including historical musicology, popular music 
studies, music theory, and film studies, examining the intersections of medievalism with nationalism, 
romanticism, ideology, nature, feminism, or spiritualism. Taken together, the contents of the Handbook 
develop new critical insights that venture outside traditional methodological constraints and provide a 
capstone and point of departure for future scholarship on music and medievalism.

The Road Goes Ever On and On

In his beloved story The Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien takes readers into a world unlike any other, yet so much 
seems familiar. As Bilbo journeys there and back again, glimpses of the spiritual are seen. The Christian 
World of The Hobbit does what no book has done: it brings Tolkien fans new delight by introducing a side 
of Tolkien that is rarely explored but vitally important to his writings—especially The Hobbit. Written by 
internationally regarded Tolkien-scholar Devin Brown, this approachable, witty, and highly entertaining 
book offers up fresh perspectives to fans of The Hobbit, both the book and the film adaptation. Click 
here to download the FREE Study Guide.

Beowulf in Contemporary Culture

A history of imaginary worlds from the late nineteenth century to the present, from Arthur Conan Doyle's 
Sherlock Holmes to the virtual worlds of computer games.

The Oxford Handbook of Music and Medievalism

The original authorised biography, and the only one written by an author who actually met J.R.R. Tolkien.

The Christian World of The Hobbit

Is faith a necessary virtue in the contemporary world? May it be, or must it be, detached from 
religious commitment? What do genealogies of the secular tell us about faith? Does religion need 
secular faith? Secular Faith brings together leading and emerging scholars to reflect on the apparent 
paradox of "secular faith." Ranging over anthropology, religious studies, political science, history, and 
literature, from Muslims in China to Pentecostals in South Africa to a prison chapel in Texas, this 
collection of essays is as engaging and accessible as it is penetrating and rigorous. Communism 
was once labeled "the god that failed." Like Christianity, Communism involves faith in a superhuman 
endeavor, conversion, myth, discipline, and salvation--and, from the perspective of secular liberalism, 
both are unjustified and false. In recent years, scholars have begun to investigate whether secularism 
is itself based on faith in a god that failed, or is failing. Nevertheless, many still embrace such a faith, 
finding in the spirit of democracy an ethos of eternal renewal. Secular Faith enters and broadens this 
conversation, interrogating secular faith in a global context, tapping new theoretical resources, and 
grappling provocatively with the tragedies and opportunities of today's profane pantheon of beliefs.

As If

Anyone who has read The Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings can gather that their author hated tyranny, 
but few know that the novelist who once described himself as a hobbit Òin all but sizeÓ wasÑeven 
by hobbit standardsÑa zealous proponent of economic freedom and small government. There is a 
growing concern among many that the West is sliding into political, economic, and moral bankruptcy. 
In his beloved novels of Middle-Earth, J.R.R. Tolkien has drawn us a map to freedom. Scholar Joseph 
Pearce, who himself has written articles and chapters on the political significance of TolkienÕs work, 
testified in his book Literary Giants, Literary Catholics, ÒIf much has been written on the religious 
significance of The Lord of the Rings, less has been written on its political significanceÑand the little 
that has been written is often erroneous in its conclusions and ignorant of TolkienÕs intentionsÉ. Much 
more work is needed in this area, not least because Tolkien stated, implicitly at least, that the political 



significance of the work was second only to the religious in its importance.Ó Several books ably explore 
how TolkienÕs Catholic faith informed his fiction. None until now have centered on how his passion 
for liberty and limited government also shaped his work, or how this passion grew directly from his 
theological vision of man and creation. The Hobbit Party fills this void. The few existing pieces that do 
focus on the subject are mostly written by scholars with little or no formal training in literary analysis, 
and even less training in political economy. Witt and Richards bring to The Hobbit Party a combined 
expertise in literary studies, political theory, economics, philosophy, and theology.

J. R. R. Tolkien: A Biography

Let acclaimed Tolkien artist John Howe take you on an unforgettable journey across Middle-earth, from 
Bag End to Mordor, in this richly illustrated sketchbook fully of previously unseen artwork, anecdotes 
and meditations on Middle-earth.

Secular Faith

The Hobbit Party
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