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The Twilight War

The dramatic secret history of our undeclared thirty-year conflict with Iran, revealing newsbreaking 
episodes of covert and deadly operations that brought the two nations to the brink of open war For 
three decades, the United States and Iran have engaged in a secret war. It is a conflict that has never 
been acknowledged and a story that has never been told. This surreptitious war began with the Iranian 
revolution and simmers today inside Iraq and in the Persian Gulf. Fights rage in the shadows, between 
the CIA and its network of spies and Iran's intelligence agency. Battles are fought at sea with Iranians in 
small speedboats attacking Western oil tankers. This conflict has frustrated five American presidents, 
divided administrations, and repeatedly threatened to bring the two nations into open warfare. It is a 
story of shocking miscalculations, bitter debates, hidden casualties, boldness, and betrayal. A senior 
historian for the federal government with unparalleled access to senior officials and key documents of 
several U.S. administrations, Crist has spent more than ten years researching and writing The Twilight 
War, and he breaks new ground on virtually every page. Crist describes the series of secret negotiations 
between Iran and the United States after 9/11, culminating in Iran's proposal for a grand bargain for 
peace-which the Bush administration turned down. He documents the clandestine counterattack Iran 
launched after America's 2003 invasion of Iraq, in which thousands of soldiers disguised as reporters, 
tourists, pilgrims, and aid workers toiled to change the government in Baghdad and undercut American 
attempts to pacify the Iraqi insurgency. And he reveals in vivid detail for the first time a number of 
important stories of military and intelligence operations by both sides, both successes and failures, 
and their typically unexpected consequences. Much has changed in the world since 1979, but Iran and 
America remain each other's biggest national security nightmares. "The Iran problem" is a razor-sharp 
briar patch that has claimed its sixth presidential victim in Barack Obama and his administration. The 
Twilight War adds vital new depth to our understanding of this acute dilemma it is also a thrillingly 
engrossing read, animated by a healthy irony about human failings in the fog of not-quite war.
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This timely work brings a new appreciation for the American military, the complex dynamics of civilian 
control, and the principled ways in which the four guardian services defend their nation.

Trade Wars

This book explores the causes and instruments of 500 years of armed and non-armed international 
trade conflicts. Nils Ole Oermann and Hans-Jürgen Wolff draw on decades of experience to examine 
trade wars, economic sanctions, and different types of economic warfare, investigating their history, 
ethics, economic driving forces, and legality under current rules. They provide a clear and accessible 
account of the economics of trade, of trade and financial policy since the nineteenth century, and 
of the effectiveness of sanctions and the 'winnability' of trade wars. The book also describes the 
transformation of economic warfare since 1989, namely in cyberspace and in the world financial 
system, and shows how China's rise challenges the Western model of democracy and free market 
economies. The authors conclude with a plea for improved economic statecraft and an overhaul of the 
current trading regime.

The Ascendancy of Regional Powers in Contemporary US-China Relations

Great power competition is back on the world stage, and today’s international system is home to 
regional influences on great power relations that cannot be ignored. The United States’ unipolar moment 
is long over, and China’s hegemonic ambitions find expression in a comprehensive global competition 
with the US that plays out across multiple spheres of world politics. The US-China rivalry can be felt 
in geostrategic, economic, governance, diplomacy, intelligence, and technological spheres, to name a 
few. Most accounts of China-US relations in the context of great power conflict emphasize the many 
ways in which this rivalry has a ripple effect across the globe, with an impact upon the relations and 
interests of smaller powers. And while these effects are considerable and important, this book contends 
that attention must also be paid to the ways in which smaller, regional states have the potential to shape 
this great power rivalry. Put simply, great powers both shape, and are shaped by, smaller states. Any 
understanding of contemporary great power relations between the US and China requires both a top 
down, but also a bottom up consideration of the interplay between great powers and regional ones. 
Often the interests of regional powers are rooted in domestic considerations such as their identities 
and national interests, and these influences transcend borders and often have an impact upon the 
great powers. This book considers these smaller, regional actors and attempts to measure the extent 
to which they influence the US-China rivalry. For this study, constructivist theory, which prioritizes the 
agency that regional powers enjoy, is loosely used as a tool to enable a more robust and comprehensive 
understanding of the influences on the contemporary great power relationship. Each of the book’s 
chapters represents a region, or part of a region, that enjoys a considerable impact upon US-China 
relations.

Fighting at the Legal Boundaries

"Fighting at the Legal Boundaries offers a holistic approach towards the application of the various 
constitutive parts of international law. The author focuses on the interaction between the applicable 
bodies of law by exploring whether their boundaries are improperly drawn, or are being interpreted in 
too rigid a fashion. Emphasis is placed on the disconnect that can occur between theory and practice 
regarding how these legal regimes are applied and interact with one another. Through a number of 
case studies, Fighting at the Legal Boundaries explores how the threat posed by insurgents, terrorists, 
and transnational criminal gangs often occurs not only at the point where these bodies of law interact, 
but also in situations where there is significant overlap. In this regard, the exercise of the longstanding 
right of States to defend nationals, including the conduct of operations such as hostage rescue, can 
involve the application of human rights based law enforcement norms to counter threats transcending 
the conflict spectrum." --

Studies in Intelligence

This book examines in-depth the evolution of the Lebanese Forces from a coordinated body of militias, 
to a surrogate government, to a political organization, and finally to banned political movement. It sheds 
light on how the Lebanese Forces paved the way for the Cedars Revolution.

Studies in Intelligence



For twenty-six years, Iran has waged an international terrorist war while the intelligence services of the 
West, led by Mossad and the CIA, have waged a relentless, mostly clandestine counter-jihad in return. 
Though Iran has become a quietly looming threat, little has been revealed about this intelligence-based 
war. Now, Ronen Bergman, Israel’s leading reporter and analyst of intelligence affairs, has written a 
full account of this secret war. He connected the dots of the long history of Iranian backed terrorist 
attacks, and revealed for the first time many classified operations against the Iranian terrorist network, 
including details about collaborations between Israel’s Mossad and the CIA and FBI; thrilling Mossad 
operations, the successful recruitment of top insiders of Iranian intelligence, who have disclosed a 
wealth of information about Iran’s nuclear program as well as it’s terrorist activities; and the use of 
ultra-sophisticated surveillance equipment to penetrate and damage Iranian targets. From the Iranian 
proxy Hizbollah’s planning of terrorists attacks from apartments in New York City, to Iran’s training of 
an army of work Iraqi insurgents in the techniques of suicide bombing and the making of improvised 
explosive devises, he showed Iran has steadily waged war against the West.

The Lebanese Forces

State sponsorship of terrorism is a complex and important topic in today's international affairs - and 
especially pertinent in the regional politics of the Middle East and South Asia, where Pakistan has 
long been a flashpoint of Islamist politics and terrorism. In Islamism and Intelligence in South Asia, 
Prem Mahadevan demonstrates how over several decades, radical Islamists, sometimes with the tacit 
support of parts of the military establishment, have weakened democratic governance in Pakistan 
and acquired progressively larger influence over policy-making. Mahadevan traces this history back to 
the anti-colonial Deobandi movement, which was born out of the post-partition political atmosphere 
and a rediscovery of the thinking of Ibn Taymiyyah, and partially ennobled the idea of `jihad' in South 
Asia as a righteous war against foreign oppression. Using Pakistani media and academic sources 
for the bulk of its raw data, and reinforcing this with scholarly analysis from Western commentators, 
the book tracks Pakistan's trajectory towards a `soft' Islamic revolution. Envisioned by the country's 
intelligence community as a solution to chronic governance failures, these narratives called for a 
re-orientation away from South Asia and towards the Middle East. In the process, Pakistan has become 
a sanctuary for Arab jihadist groups, such as Al-Qaeda, who had no previous ethnic or linguistic 
connection with South Asia. Most alarmingly, official discourse on terrorism has been partly silenced by 
the military-intelligence complex. The result is a slow drift towards extremism and possible legitimation 
of internationally proscribed terrorist organizations in Pakistan's electoral politics.

The Secret War with Iran

A foremost expert on Middle Eastern relations examines Iran's current nuclear potential while charting 
America's future course of action, recounting the prolonged clash between both nations to outline 
options for American policymakers. By the author of The Persian Puzzle.

Islamism and Intelligence in South Asia

In this concise yet thorough history of America in the 1980s, Doug Rossinow takes the full measure 
of Ronald Reagan's presidency and the ideology of Reaganism. Believers in libertarian economics 
and a muscular foreign policy, Reaganite conservatives in the 1980s achieved impressive success in 
their efforts to transform American government, politics, and society, ushering in the political and social 
system Americans inhabit today. Rossinow links current trends in economic inequality to the policies 
and social developments of the Reagan era. He reckons with the racial politics of Reaganism and its 
debt to the backlash generated by the civil rights movement, as well as Reaganism's entanglement with 
the politics of crime and the rise of mass incarceration. Rossinow narrates the conflicts that rocked U.S. 
foreign policy toward Central America, and he explains the role of the recession during the early 1980s 
in the decline of manufacturing and the growth of a service economy. From the widening gender gap 
to the triumph of yuppies and rap music, from Reagan's tax cuts and military buildup to the celebrity of 
Michael Jackson and Madonna, from the era's Wall Street scandals to the successes of Bill Gates and 
Sam Walton, from the first "war on terror" to the end of the Cold War and the brink of America's first 
war with Iraq, this history, lively and readable yet sober and unsparing, gives readers vital perspective 
on a decade that dramatically altered the American landscape.

Unthinkable



The international law governing armed conflict is at a crossroads, as the formal framework of laws 
designed to control the exercise of self-defense and conduct of inter-state conflict finds itself confronted 
with violent 21st Century disputes of a very different character. Military practitioners who seek to stay 
within the bounds of international law often find themselves applying bodies of law-IHRL, IHL, ICL-in 
an exclusionary fashion, and adherence to those boundaries can lead to a formal and often rigid 
application of the law that does not adequately address contemporary security challenges. Fighting 
at the Legal Boundaries offers a holistic approach towards the application of the various constitutive 
parts of international law. The author focuses on the interaction between the applicable bodies of law by 
exploring whether their boundaries are improperly drawn, or are being interpreted in too rigid a fashion. 
Emphasis is placed on the disconnect that can occur between theory and practice regarding how these 
legal regimes are applied and interact with one another. Through a number of case studies, Fighting 
at the Legal Boundaries explores how the threat posed by insurgents, terrorists, and transnational 
criminal gangs often occurs not only at the point where these bodies of law interact, but also in 
situations where there is significant overlap. In this regard, the exercise of the longstanding right of 
States to defend nationals, including the conduct of operations such as hostage rescue, can involve the 
application of human rights based law enforcement norms to counter threats transcending the conflict 
spectrum. This book has five parts: Part I sets out the security, legal, and operational challenges of 
contemporary conflict. Part II focuses on the interaction between the jus ad bellum, humanitarian law 
and human rights, including an analysis of the historical influences that shaped their application as 
separate bodies of law. Emphasis is placed on the influence the proper authority principle has had in 
the human rights based approach being favored when dealing with "criminal" non-State actors during 
both international and non-international armed conflict. Part III analyzes the threats of insurgency 
and terrorism, and the state response. This includes exploring their link to criminal activity and the 
phenomenon of transnational criminal organizations. Part IV addresses the conduct of operations 
against non-State actors that span the conflict spectrum from inter-state warfare to international law 
enforcement. Lastly, Part V looks at the way ahead and discusses the approaches that can be applied 
to address the evolving, diverse and unique security threats facing the international community.

The Reagan Era

A revealing account of the US conflict with Iran over the Persian Gulf during the Reagan era—and the 
groundwork it set for today’s tensions. In May 1987, the US frigate Stark was blown apart by an Iraqi jet 
fighter in the Persian Gulf, jumpstarting a major conflict with Iran that came to be known as the Tanker 
War. In America’s First Clash with Iran, author Lee Allen Zatarain employs Pentagon documents and 
firsthand interviews to reveal the full story of a conflict that may have presaged further battles to come. 
At the climax of the Iran-Iraq War, Iran was losing on the battlefield. Ayatollah Khomeini decided to 
close the Persian Gulf against shipping from Iraq’s oil-rich backer, the emirate of Kuwait. When the 
United States sent a fleet to the Gulf, raising the Stars and Stripes over Kuwait’s commercial tankers, 
a tinderbox was set off. The Iranians laid mines throughout the narrow passage and launched attack 
boats against both tankers and US warships. The US Navy fought its largest surface battle since World 
War II against the Ayatollah’s assault boats. As Saddam Hussein looked on, Iranian gunners fired 
missiles against US forces—actions which, if made known at the time, would have required the US 
Congress to declare war against Iran.

Fighting at the Legal Boundaries

The Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has yet to be directly analysed as a military security 
complex with significant political influence. This book explores Iran's IRGC and Qods Force, focussing 
on its development following the Iranian Revolution, and how they have skilfully transformed Iran's 
defense doctrine to fight an irregular war that challenges the US and the West. Chapters detail the birth 
of the IRGC, its political development and influence within Iran, its relationship to militias and terrorist 
organizations such as Hezbollah, and involvement in Yemen and Iraq. Keshavarz brings first-hand 
knowledge of what government institutions are looking for with respect to the IRGC, outlining Iran's 
hybrid war capabilities that the US and West often misunderstand or miss altogether, in order to provide 
a foreign policy analysis that identifies the challenges of Iran's irregular capabilities and what measures 
are needed to combat it.

America's First Clash with Iran



A masterful account of how Ronald Reagan and his national security team confronted the Soviets, 
reduced the nuclear threat, won the Cold War, and supported the spread of freedom around the world. 
“Remarkable… a great read.”—Robert Gates • “Mesmerizing… hard to put down.”—Paul Kennedy • 
“Full of fresh information… will shape all future studies of the role the United States played in ending the 
Cold War.”—John Lewis Gaddis • “A major contribution to our understanding of the Reagan presidency 
and the twilight of the Cold War era.”—David Kennedy With decades of hindsight, the peaceful end of 
the Cold War seems a foregone conclusion. But in the early 1980s, most experts believed the Soviet 
Union was strong, stable, and would last into the next century. Ronald Reagan entered the White House 
with no certainty of what would happen next, only an overriding faith in democracy and an abiding 
belief that Soviet communism—and the threat of nuclear war—must end. The Peacemaker reveals how 
Reagan’s White House waged the Cold War while managing multiple crises around the globe. From the 
emergence of global terrorism, wars in the Middle East, the rise of Japan, and the awakening of China 
to proxy conflicts in Latin America, Africa, and Asia, Reagan’s team oversaw the worldwide expansion 
of democracy, globalization, free trade, and the information revolution. Yet no issue was greater than 
the Cold War standoff with the Soviet Union. As president, Reagan remade the four-decades-old policy 
of containment and challenged the Soviets in an arms race and ideological contest that pushed them 
toward economic and political collapse, all while extending an olive branch of diplomacy as he sought a 
peaceful end to the conflict. Reagan’s revolving team included Secretaries of State Al Haig and George 
Shultz; Secretaries of Defense Caspar Weinberger and Frank Carlucci; National Security Advisors Bill 
Clark, John Poindexter, and Bud McFarlane; Chief of Staff James Baker; CIA Director Bill Casey; and 
United Nations Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. Talented and devoted to their president, they were often 
at odds with one another as rivalries and backstabbing led to missteps and crises. But over the course 
of the presidency, Reagan and his team still developed the strategies that brought about the Cold 
War’s peaceful conclusion and remade the world. Based on thousands of pages of newly-declassified 
documents and interviews with senior Reagan officials, The Peacemaker brims with fresh insights into 
one of America’s most consequential presidents. Along the way, it shows how the pivotal decade of the 
1980s shaped the world today.

The Iranian Revolutionary Guard Corps

Bringing together experts from history, international relations and the social sciences, United States 
Relations with China and Iran examines the past, present and future of U.S. foreign relations toward 
the People's Republic of China and the Islamic Republic of Iran. It benefits from recently declassified 
documents and an interdisciplinary, transnational approach to explore different aspects of the relations 
between these three countries. While the 20th century has been referred to as the “American Century,” 
this book posits that the 21st century will be shaped by relations between the United States and key 
countries in Asia, in particular China and Iran. In assessing the United States' foreign policy towards 
China and Iran over the past six decades the chapters focus on several key themes: interaction, 
normalization, and confrontation. The book provides an insight into how and why Washington has 
developed and implemented its policies toward Beijing and Tehran, and examines how China and Iran 
have developed policies toward the United States and internationally. Finally, it draws on the insights 
of leading scholars discussing the future of relations between Beijing and Tehran. This interdisciplinary 
book brings a unique perspective to the international relations of the 20th century and beyond, and 
will benefit students and scholars of U.S. foreign relations as well as Middle Eastern and East Asian 
history and politics.



The Peacemaker

Intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance (ISR) is today a core capability for the modern military, 
in peacetime and in war. ISR is and will remain a key enabler in the Gulf region in ongoing conflicts. 
There is still a reliance on the United States, and its ISR systems deployed in the Gulf, to facilitate 
ongoing operations and to provide situational awareness at the tactical, operational and strategic levels. 
However, even US ISR is finite, and there is growing demand for its resources in other regions. The 
Gulf Cooperation Council states have some ISR capacity, but this needs further development and 
improved exploitation to better address regional needs. Written by a team of IISS specialists, ISR & 
the Gulf: An Assessment considers the meaning of and requirement for intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance in the context of the region. It examines the military needs and industrial aspirations 
of the Gulf Arab states regarding ISR, and the opportunities and risks these present. The report is a 
companion work to the Institute’s Missile-Defence Cooperation in the Gulf, and is similarly intended to 
help provide the basis for informed decision-making to support improved security in the region.

United States Relations with China and Iran

In the eighty years since Pearl Harbor, the United States has developed a professional intelligence 
community that is far more effective than most people acknowledge--in part because only intelligence 
failures see the light of day, while successful collection and analysis remain secret for decades. 
Intelligence and the State explores the relationship between the community tasked to research and 
assess intelligence and the national decision makers it serves. The book argues that in order to accept 
intelligence as a profession, it must be viewed as a non-partisan resource to assist key players in 
understanding foreign societies and leaders. Those who review these classified findings are sometimes 
so invested in their preferred policy outcomes that they refuse to accept information that conflicts with 
preconceived notions. Rather than demanding that intelligence evaluations conform to administration 
policies, a wise executive should welcome a source of information that has not "drunk the Kool-Aid" 
by supporting a specific policy decision. Jonathan M. House offers a brief overview of the nature of 
national intelligence, and especially of the potential for misperception and misunderstanding on the part 
of executives and analysts. Furthermore, House examines the rise of intelligence organizations first in 
Europe and then in the United States. In those regions fear of domestic subversion and radicalism 
drove the need for foreign surveillance. This perception of a domestic threat tempted policy makers 
and intelligence officers alike to engage in covert action and other policy-based, partisan activities 
that colored their understanding of their adversaries. Such biases go far to explain the inability of Nazi 
Germany and the Soviet Union to predict and deal effectively with their opponents. The development 
of American agencies and their efforts differed to some degree from these European precedents but 
experienced some of the same problems as the Europeans, especially during the early decades of 
the Cold War. By now, however, the intelligence community has become a stable and effective part of 
the national security structure. House concludes with a historical examination of familiar instances in 
which intelligence allegedly failed to warn national leaders of looming attacks, ranging from the 1941 
German invasion of the USSR to the Arab surprise attack on Israel in 1973.



ISR and the Gulf

This provocative examination of major controversies in military history enables readers to learn how 
scholars approach controversial topics and provides a model for students in the study and discussion of 
other historical events. Why did Alexander the Great's empire fall apart so soon after his death? How did 
France win the Hundred Years War despite England winning its major battles? Was slavery the primary 
cause of the American Civil War? Would it have benefited the Allies militarily to have gone to war 
against Germany in 1938 rather than in 1939? Should women be allowed to serve in combat positions 
in the U.S. military? All of these questions and many other historical controversies are addressed in this 
thought-provoking reference book. By exploring every angle of some of the most contentious debates 
involving military history, this book builds students' critical thinking skills by supplying a complete 
background of the controversial topic to provide context, and also by providing multiple perspective 
essays written by top scholars in the field. The perspective essays present arguments for different 
positions on the controversy. Readers will consider the cases for and against whether Hannibal should 
have marched on Rome after his momentous victory at Cannae, whether the United States was justified 
in using the atomic bomb in Japan, whether Adolf Hitler was primarily responsible for the Holocaust, 
and whether torturing prisoners during the War on Terror is warranted, among many other historical 
military debates.

Intelligence and the State

How three key figures in Moscow, Beijing, and Tehran built ruthless irregular warfare campaigns that 
are eroding American power. In Three Dangerous Men, defense expert Seth Jones argues that the 
US is woefully unprepared for the future of global competition. While America has focused on building 
fighter jets, missiles, and conventional warfighting capabilities, its three principal rivals—Russia, Iran, 
and China—have increasingly adopted irregular warfare: cyber attacks, the use of proxy forces, propa-
ganda, espionage, and disinformation to undermine American power. Jones profiles three pioneers 
of irregular warfare in Moscow, Beijing, and Tehran who adapted American techniques and made 
huge gains without waging traditional warfare: Russian Chief of Staff Valery Gerasimov; the deceased 
Iranian Major General Qassem Soleimani; and vice chairman of China’s Central Military Commission 
Zhang Youxia. Each has spent his career studying American power and devised techniques to avoid a 
conventional or nuclear war with the US. Gerasimov helped oversee a resurgence of Russian irregular 
warfare, which included attempts to undermine the 2016 and 2020 US presidential elections and the 
SolarWinds cyber attack. Soleimani was so effective in expanding Iranian power in the Middle East 
that Washington targeted him for assassination. Zhang Youxia presents the most alarming challenge 
because China has more power and potential at its disposal. Drawing on interviews with dozens of 
US military, diplomatic, and intelligence officials, as well as hundreds of documents translated from 
Russian, Farsi, and Mandarin, Jones shows how America’s rivals have bloodied its reputation and 
seized territory worldwide. Instead of standing up to autocratic regimes, Jones demonstrates that the 
United States has largely abandoned the kind of information, special operations, intelligence, and 
economic and diplomatic action that helped win the Cold War. In a powerful conclusion, Jones details 
the key steps the United States must take to alter how it thinks about—and engages in—competition 
before it is too late.

Enduring Controversies in Military History [2 volumes]

Choice Outstanding Academic Title 2014 Scores of books have been written by Western experts, 
mainly American, looking at the root causes of the conflict between Iran and the US. However, none 
of them have presented an inside look at this complex relationship from within the Iranian culture, 
society, and most importantly, the Iranian policy-making system. This gap has been the cause of 
misperceptions, misanalyses, and conflict, followed by the adoption of US policies that have failed 
to achieve their objectives. Seyed Hossein Mousavian worked for over 30 years on diplomatic efforts 
between Iran and the West, serving in numerous official posts, and as a confidante, colleague, and peer 
to many former and current high ranking Iranian officials, including now-President Hassan Rouhani and 
Iranian Foreign Minister Javad Zarif. Here the former diplomat gives an insider's history of the troubled 
relationship between Iran and the US. His unique firsthand perspective blends memoir, analysis, and 
never before seen details of the many near misses in the quest for rapprochement. With so much at 
stake, the book concludes with a roadmap for peace that both nations so desperately need.

Three Dangerous Men: Russia, China, Iran and the Rise of Irregular Warfare



From Qasem Soleimani to the nuclear deal, a deeply reported exploration of Iran’s decades-long power 
struggle with the United States—in the tradition of Steve Coll’s Ghost Wars and Lawrence Wright’s The 
Looming Tower “A front-row view of the spy games, assassinations, political intrigue and high-stakes 
diplomacy that have defined relations with one of America’s most cunning and dangerous foes.”—Joby 
Warrick, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS For more than a decade, the 
United States has been engaged in a war with Iran as momentous as any other in the Middle East—a 
war all the more significant as it has largely been hidden from public view. Through a combination 
of economic sanctions, global diplomacy, and intelligence work, successive U.S. administrations have 
struggled to contain Iran’s aspirations to become a nuclear power and dominate the region—what 
many view as the most serious threat to peace in the Middle East. Meanwhile, Iran has used regional 
instability to its advantage to undermine America’s interests. The Iran Wars is an absorbing account 
of a battle waged on many levels—military, financial, and covert. Jay Solomon’s book is the product of 
extensive in-depth reporting and interviews with all the key players in the conflict—from high-ranking 
Iranian officials to Secretary of State John Kerry and his negotiating team. With a reporter’s masterly 
investigative eye and the narrative dexterity of a great historian, Solomon shows how Iran’s nuclear 
development went unnoticed for years by the international community only to become its top security 
concern. He catalogs the blunders of both the Bush and Obama administrations as they grappled with 
how to engage Iran, producing a series of both carrots and sticks. And he takes us inside the hotel 
suites where the 2015 nuclear agreement was negotiated, offering a frank assessment of the uncertain 
future of the U.S.-Iran relationship. This is a book rife with revelations, from the secret communications 
between the Obama administration and the Iranian government to dispatches from the front lines of 
the new field of financial warfare. For readers of Steve Coll’s Ghost Wars and Lawrence Wright’s The 
Looming Tower, The Iran Wars exposes the hidden history of a conflict whose outcome could have 
far-reaching geopolitical implications.

Iran and the United States

Essays on a presidency during a pivotal period in international affairs, informed by newly declassified 
documents. Throughout his presidency, Ronald Reagan sought “peace through strength” during an era 
of historic change. In the decades since, pundits and scholars have argued over the president’s legacy: 
Some consider Reagan a charismatic and consummate leader who renewed American strength and 
defeated communism; to others he was an ambitious and dangerous warmonger whose presidency 
was plagued with mismanagement, misconduct, and foreign policy failures. The recent declassification 
of Reagan administration records and the availability of new Soviet documents has created an 
opportunity for more nuanced, complex, and compelling analyses of this pivotal period in international 
affairs. In Reagan and the World, leading scholars and national security professionals offer fresh 
interpretations of the fortieth president's influence on American foreign policy. This collection addresses 
Reagan's management of the US national security establishment as well as the influence of Secretary 
of Defense Caspar Weinberger and others in the administration and Congress. The contributors present 
in-depth explorations of US-Soviet relations and American policy toward Asia, Latin America, Europe, 
and the Middle East. This balanced and sophisticated examination reveals the complexity of Reagan's 
foreign policy, clarifies the importance of other international actors of the period, and provides new 
perspectives on the final decade of the Cold War. “Filled with lessons for current and future leaders . . . 
help[s] us understand how the past shapes the world today, including the intricate US relationship with 
Russia.” �Admiral James G. Stavridis, U.S. Navy (ret.), former Supreme Allied Commander, NATO



The Iran Wars

This book examines the use of military force as a coercive tool by the United States, using lessons 
drawn from the post-Cold War era (1991–2018). The volume reveals that despite its status as sole 
superpower during the post-Cold War period, US efforts to coerce other states failed as often as 
they succeeded. In the coming decades, the United States will face states that are more capable and 
creative, willing to challenge its interests and able to take advantage of missteps and vulnerabilities. 
By using lessons derived from in-depth case studies and statistical analysis of an original dataset of 
more than 100 coercive incidents in the post-Cold War era, this book generates insight into how the 
US military can be used to achieve policy goals. Specifically, it provides guidance about the ways in 
which, and the conditions under which, the US armed forces can work in concert with economic and 
diplomatic elements of US power to create effective coercive strategies. This book will be of interest 
to students of US national security, US foreign policy, strategic studies and International Relations in 
general.

Reagan and the World

Immortal, now in an updated paperback edition, is the only single-volume English-language survey of 
Iran’s military history. CIA analyst Steven R. Ward shows that Iran’s soldiers, from the famed “Immortals” 
of ancient Persia to today’s Revolutionary Guard, have demonstrated through the centuries that they 
should not be underestimated. This history also provides background on the nationalist, tribal, and 
religious heritages of the country to help readers better understand Iran and its security outlook. 
Drawing on a wide range of sources including declassified documents, the author gives primary focus 
to the modern era to relate the buildup of the military under the last Shah, its collapse during the Islamic 
revolution, its fortunes in the Iran-Iraq War, and its rise from the ashes to help Iran become once again 
a major regional military power.

Military Coercion and US Foreign Policy

The June 2013 presidential election in Iran accompanies a broad optimistic tone for rapprochement in 
the long standing contested relationship between the United States and Tehran. Despite the change in 
presidency, however, over three decades of historic precedence endure while mistrust and frustration 
between the two nations run deep. With detailed analysis of the numerous diplomatic, economic, 
and military engagements between the countries, the author provides insight into the story behind 
the headlines, furnishing the reader with a snapshot of the various events since 1979 that have 
combined to create the problematic situation between Tehran and Washington. The author traces the 
past thirty-three years of U.S.-Iran relations following an action/counter-action theme and proposes a 
policy paradigm for engaging the Islamic Republic in the future.

Immortal, Updated Edition

"A history of the relationship between Iran and America from the 1700s through the current day"--

Finding a Measured Response to Iran's Activities

"Iran's Revolutionary Guards are one of the most important forces in the Middle East today, but remain 
poorly understood to outside observers. In Vanguard of the Imam, Afshon Ostovar has written the first 
comprehensive history of the organization. Situating the rise of the Guards in the contexts of Shiite 
Islam, Iranian history, and international affairs, Ostovar takes a multifaceted approach in demystifying 
the organization and detailing its evolution since 1979. The book documents the Guards transformation 
into a power-player and explores why the group matters now more than ever to regional and global 
affairs. It is simultaneously a history of modern Iran, and an engrossing entryway into the complex 
world of war, politics, and identity in the Middle East"--

America and Iran

Seit einigen Jahren prägen offene Handelskonflikte, verdeckte Aggressionen in der Realwirtschaft und 
im Cyberraum sowie wachsender Protektionismus die Weltpolitik. Die Beziehungen des Westens zur 
Volksrepublik China trüben sich ein, und wegen des russischen Angriffskrieges gegen die Ukraine 
haben westliche Demokratien Sanktionen von beispielloser Schärfe verhängt. All das hat Folgen für 
den Wohlstand der Nationen und die internationale Stabilität. Mit Blick auf die aktuellen Entwicklungen 



haben Nils Ole Oermann und Hans-Jürgen Wolff ihr erstmals 2019 erschienenes Standardwerk zur 
Geschichte und Gegenwart der Handels- und Wirtschaftskriege völlig überarbeitet und stark erweitert.

Vanguard of the Imam

An Iranian American returns home to help a friend and finds his life in danger: “Remarkable . . . a smart, 
eloquent novel.” —Dalia Sofer, author of The Septembers of Shiraz The year is 2008. Reza Malek’s 
life is modest but manageable—he lives in a small apartment in Harlem, teaches at a local university, 
and is relieved to be far from the blood and turmoil of Iraq and Afghanistan, where he worked as a 
reporter, interpreter, and sometimes lover for a superstar journalist who has long since moved on to 
more remarkable men. But after a terse phone call from his best friend in Iran, Reza reluctantly returns 
to Tehran. Once there, he finds far more than he bargained for: the city is on the edge of revolution; his 
friend is embroiled with Shia militants; and his missing mother, who was alleged to have run off before 
the revolution, is alive and well—while his own life is now in danger. Against a backdrop of corrupt 
clerics, shady fixers, political repression, and the ever-present threat of violence, this novel offers a 
telling glimpse into contemporary Tehran, and spins a riveting morality tale of identity and exile, the 
bonds of friendship, and the limits of loyalty. “[A] swift, hard-boiled novel . . . Shadowy zealots exist 
everywhere, whether in conference rooms or interrogation rooms or—most often—in rooms that can 
serve as both.” —TheNew York Times Book Review “A gripping portrait of a nation awash in violence 
and crippled by corruption.” —Publishers Weekly “A smart political thriller.” —Laila Lalami, Pulitzer 
Prize-nominated author of The Moor’s Account “Gives readers a visceral sense of life in a country 
where repression is the norm . . . Recommended for espionage aficionados and for readers who 
enjoy international settings.” —Library Journal “A fascinating glimpse of contemporary Iran through the 
familiar story of childhood friends whose paths are beginning to diverge irreversibly.” —Shelf Awareness

Wirtschaftskriege

In Empire of Terror Mark D. Silinsky argues that Iran is one of the United States' deadliest enemies.

Tehran at Twilight

With lucid analysis and engaging storytelling, USA Today senior diplomatic correspondent Barbara 
Slavin portrays the complex love-hate relationship between Iran and the United States. She takes 
into account deeply imbedded cultural habits and political goals to illuminate a struggle that promises 
to remain a headline story over the next decade. In this fascinating look, Slavin provides details of 
thwarted efforts at reconciliation under both the Clinton and Bush presidencies and opportunities 
rebuffed by the Bush administration in its belief that invading Iraq would somehow weaken Iran's Islamic 
government. Yet despite the dire situation in Iraq, the Bush administration appears to be building a case 
for confrontation with Iran based on the same three issues it used against Saddam Hussein's regime: 
weapons of mass destruction, support for terrorism, and repression of human rights. The U.S. charges 
Iran is supporting terrorists inside and outside Iraq and is repressing its own people who, in the words 
of U.S. officials, "deserve better." Slavin believes the U.S. government may be suffering from the same 
lack of understanding and foresight that led it into prolonged warfare in Iraq. One of the few reporters 
to interview Iranian president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, as well as his two predecessors and scores of 
ordinary Iranians, Slavin gives insight into what the U.S. government may not be taking into account. 
She portrays Iran as a country that both adores and fears America and has a deeply rooted sense of its 
own historical and regional importance. Despite government propaganda that portrays the U.S. as the 
"Great Satan," many Iranians have come to idolize staples of American pop culture while clinging to 
their own traditions. This is clearly not a relationship to be taken a face value. The interplay between the 
U.S. and Iran will only grow more complex as Iran moves toward becoming a nuclear power. Distrustful 
of each other's intentions yet longing at some level to reconcile, neither Tehran nor Washington know 
how this story will end.

Empire of Terror

This is the real story of how George W. Bush came to double-down on Iraq in the highest stakes 
gamble of his entire presidency. Drawing on extensive interviews with nearly thirty senior officials, 
including President Bush himself, The Last Card offers an unprecedented look into the process by 
which Bush overruled much of the military leadership and many of his trusted advisors, and authorized 
the deployment of roughly 30,000 additional troops to the warzone in a bid to save Iraq from collapse 
in 2007. The adoption of a new counterinsurgency strategy and surge of new troops into Iraq altered 



the American posture in the Middle East for a decade to come. In The Last Card we have access 
to the deliberations among the decision-makers on Bush's national security team as they embarked 
on that course. In their own words, President George W. Bush, Vice President Dick Cheney, National 
Security Advisor Stephen Hadley, Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, White House Chief of Staff 
Joshua Bolten, Secretary of Defense Robert Gates, and others, recount the debates and disputes 
that informed the process as President Bush weighed the historical lessons of Vietnam against the 
perceived strategic imperatives in the Middle East. For a president who had earlier vowed never to 
dictate military strategy to generals, the deliberations in the Oval Office and Situation Room in 2006 
constituted a trying and fateful moment. Even a president at war is bound by rules of consensus and 
limited by the risk of constitutional crisis. What is to be achieved in the warzone must also be possible in 
Washington, D.C. Bush risked losing public esteem and courted political ruin by refusing to disengage 
from the costly war in Iraq. The Last Card is a portrait of leadership—firm and daring if flawed—in the 
Bush White House. The personal perspectives from men and women who served at the White House, 
Foggy Bottom, the Pentagon, and in Baghdad, are complemented by critical assessments written by 
leading scholars in the field of international security. Taken together, the candid interviews and probing 
essays are a first draft of the history of the surge and new chapter in the history of the American 
presidency.

Bitter Friends, Bosom Enemies

Why did the CIA overthrow Iran's democratically elected government? And why has the United States 
treated Iran as one of its biggest enemies for four decades? Is the Trump administration’s “Maximum 
Pressure” campaign working, or will it precipitate a war with Iran? In The CIA Insider's Guide to Iran: 
from CIA Coup to the Brink of War, former CIA Officer John C. Kiriakou and investigative journalist 
and historian Gareth Porter explain how and why the United States and Iran have been either at war 
or threatening such a war for most of the forty years since Islamic Republic of Iran was established. 
The authors delve below the surface explanations for the forty-year history of extreme U.S. hostility 
toward Iran to blow up one official U.S. narrative after another about Iran and U.S. policy. Against the 
background of Iran’s encounters with heavy-handed British and Russian imperialist control over its 
resources, this book shows how the U.S. began its encounter with Iran by clearly siding with British 
imperialism against Iranian aspirations for control over its oil in its 1953 overthrow of the Mossadegh 
government, then proceeded to actively support the Saddam Hussein regime’s horrific chemical war 
against Iran. The book shows how a parade of politically-motivated false narratives have taken U.S. 
Iran policy progressively farther from reality for three decades and have now brought the United States 
to the brink of war with Iran. It explains how Donald Trump’s trashing of the nuclear deal with Iran and 
seeking to cut off Iran’s oil exports creates a very high risk of such a war, demanding major public 
debate about changing course. The CIA Insider's Guide to the Iran Crisis also includes appendices 
with key official documents on U.S. policy toward Iran, with particular emphasis on the major official 
statements of the Trump administration’s “Maximum Pressure” strategy.

The Last Card

The world at the beginning of the 20th century seemed for most of its inhabitants stable and relatively 
benign. Globalizing, booming economies married to technological breakthroughs seemed to promise 
a better world for most people. Instead, the 20th century proved to be overwhelmingly the most violent, 
frightening and brutalized in history with fanatical, often genocidal warfare engulfing most societies 
between the outbreak of the First World War and the end of the Cold War. What went wrong? How did 
we do this to ourselves? The War of the World comes up with compelling, fascinating answers. It is 
Niall Ferguson’s masterpiece.

The CIA Insider's Guide to the Iran Crisis

Immortal is the only single-volume English-language survey of Iran’s military history. CIA analyst 
Steven R. Ward shows that Iran’s soldiers, from the famed “Immortals” of ancient Persia to today’s 
Revolutionary Guard, have demonstrated through the centuries that they should not be underestimated. 
This history also provides background on the nationalist, tribal, and religious heritages of the country 
to help readers better understand Iran and its security outlook. Immortal begins with the founding of 
ancient Persia’s empire under Cyrus the Great and continues through the Iran-Iraq War (1980–1988) 
and up to the present. Drawing on a wide range of sources including declassified documents, the 
author gives primary focus to the modern era to relate the build-up of the military under the last Shah, 



its collapse during the Islamic revolution, its fortunes in the Iran-Iraq War, and its rise from the ashes 
to help Iran become once again a major regional military power. He shows that, despite command 
and supply problems, Iranian soldiers demonstrate high levels of bravery and perseverance and have 
enjoyed surprising tactical successes even when victory has been elusive. These qualities and the 
Iranians’ ability to impose high costs on their enemies by exploiting Iran’s imposing geography bear 
careful consideration today by potential opponents.

The War of the World

‘An excellent contribution to our knowledge of Iran and Soleimani.’ Kim Ghattas, author of Black Wave 
When the US assassinated Qassem Soleimani, he was one of the most powerful men in Iran. Known as 
‘the shadow commander’, he enacted the wishes of the country’s Supreme Leader across the Middle 
East, establishing the Islamic Republic as a major force in the region. But all this was a long way from 
where he began – on the margins of a nation whose ruler was seen as a friend of the West. Through 
Soleimani, Arash Azizi examines how Iran came to be where it is today. Providing a rare insight into 
a country whose actions are often discussed but seldom understood, he reveals the global ambitions 
underlying Iran’s proxy wars, geopolitics and nuclear programme.

Immortal

This book is a major reinterpretation of the Iran-Iraq War and is a source for reexamining the U.S. 
involvement in the Gulf. Pelletiere demonstrates that the war was not a standoff in which Iraq finally 
won a grinding war of attrition through luck, persistence, and the use of poison gas. Instead, Iraq 
planned the last campaign almost two years prior to its unfolding. [The Iraqis] trained extensively and 
expended enormous sums of money to make their effort succeed. What won for them was their superior 
fignting prowess and greater commitment. Gas--if it was used at all--played only a minor part in the 
victory.' Pelletiere concludes that the key to understanding the war is the Extraordinary Congress of 
the Ba'th Party held in July 1986. It was there that the initial planning for the final campaign was done, 
and this campaign is what decided the fate of the conflict. The study centers around the last Iraqi 
campaign, which Pelletiere argues was based upon World War II blitzkrieg tactics, but he also treats 
the background, the politics, and the history of the conflict, and analyzes the significance of the war to 
the Middle East and to the position of the United States there.

The Shadow Commander

"When Iranians overthrew their monarchy, rejecting a pro-Western shah in favor of an Islamic regime, 
many observers predicted that revolutionary turmoil would paralyze the country for decades to come. 
Yet forty years after the 1978-79 revolution, Iran has emerged as a critical player in the Middle East 
and the wider world, as demonstrated in part by the 2015 international nuclear agreement. In Iran 
Rising, Iran specialist Amin Saikal describes how the country has managed to survive despite ongoing 
domestic struggles, Western sanctions, and countless other serious challenges"--

The Iran-Iraq War

Iran Rising
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