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Explore the profound distress in Nigeria's Niger Delta, unraveling the complex politics and severe perils 
stemming from petroleum patronage. This analysis delves into how the distribution and control of oil 
wealth fuel conflict, corruption, and environmental degradation, exacerbating the region's challenges 
and impacting national stability.
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Delta in Distress

The controversial role of the petrodollar in modern socio-political relations within the local, national 
and international settings evokes serious concerns. Oil has become a paramount source of political 
power in our energy-driven world. Nigeria is increasingly assuming the center stage within the global 
community when viewed from the global energy perspective. The Niger Delta region of Nigeria is 
the treasure base of the country. The region is naturally endowed with oil and gas resources which 
happen to be the mainstay of the Nigerian economy, accounting for more than 50 per cent of the 
nation's revenue. However, the availability of the enormous oil and gas resources does not appear 
to reflect in the infrastructural development and the living standard of the local community populace 
within the region. There is a steady tussle over the control of oil and gas resources. Fairly ingrained 
in the socio-political system in this part of the world, is an alleged desire to satisfy the unquenchable 
avarice of the privileged class. This development has exhumed the appalling realization that man has 
not truly become his brother's keeper. The excruciating experience of man's cruelty to man is a fact 
of life in most modern human societies. This reflects in the manner of distribution of national wealth. 
The Niger Delta region is on the trail with the vast majority of human societies marked by conflicts over 
natural resources distribution. The ethnic polarization of the delta region has not helped matters in this 
regard. An intense form of fractionalization within a state often drags along social, cultural, political and 
economic deprivations with the attendant social inequalities in material well-being. The Niger Delta 
region of Nigeria typifies the fact that man has not been able to solve his problems and help himself 
whereas the nugget of truth is sometimes hidden in the coarse grains of paradox. Within the region, 
the local population appears to be perpetually at the receiving end of a socio-political suspense game. 
There is a firmly established and unrestrained yearning to acquire wealth, which leads to a constant 
process of struggle. In this struggle, the more able gain and the less able lose. The ensuing regional 
distress and the passion for its cure breathe through this book.
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Passion for Our Planet

Of late, there has been a very serious interest in alerting the entire world on the volatility of oil 
dependence and the dangers of climate change. This book is an indispensable contribution to the 
growing debates on the overarching concepts of 'the danger of perpetual oil dependence', 'climate 
change', and 'the urgent need for switching to a new habit in energy use' - the use of alternative 
renewable energy sources. This book is framed around the foundation laid in my first book, Delta in 
Distress. And it goes further to situate the problems associated with the world's perpetual unquenchable 
quest for energy within the global context.

We Thought it was Oil-- But it was Blood

Nigeria, the United States’ most important strategic partner in West Africa, is in grave trouble. While 
Nigerians often claim they are masters of dancing on the brink without falling off, the disastrous 
administration of President Goodluck Jonathan, the radical Islamic insurrection Boko Haram, and 
escalating violence in the delta and the north may finally provide the impetus that pushes it into the 
abyss of state failure. In this thoroughly updated edition, John Campbell explores Nigeria’s post-colonial 
history and presents a nuanced explanation of the events and conditions that have carried this complex, 
dynamic, and very troubled giant to the edge. Central to his analysis are the oil wealth, endemic 
corruption, and elite competition that have undermined Nigeria’s nascent democratic institutions and 
alienated an increasingly impoverished population. However, state failure is not inevitable, nor is it in 
the interest of the United States. Campbell provides concrete new policy options that would not only 
allow the United States to help Nigeria avoid state failure but also to play a positive role in Nigeria’s 
political, social, and economic development.

Nigeria

Nigeria is Africa's most populous country, with an estimated 155 million people, and among its most 
diverse, with more than 250 distinct ethnic and linguistic groups. Islam and Christianity are nearly 
equally represented, while African traditional religions are also prevalent. The country has abundant 
natural resources, including the largest oil and gas reserves in sub-Saharan Africa. Since gaining 
independence from Britain in 1960, Nigeria has reflected deep-seated divisions, pervasive instability, 
and recurring conflict. The challenges to stability in Nigeria can be seen along political, social, and 
economic dimensions. There is no question that Nigeria contends with multiple vulnerabilities, and that 
the specter of failure is often present. Yet the country also embodies important sources of resilience, 
including institutional innovation, elite bargaining, and civic resources for attenuating conflict. It remains 
an open question whether Nigeria will realize a more positive trajectory, continue to experience 
stagnation and violence, or suffer a descent into calamity. The pivotal elements that could determine 
these alternate paths include elections, leadership, elite strategies, and key economic indicators.

Nigeria

This important report, Global Trends 2030-Alternative Worlds, released in 2012 by the U.S. National 
Intelligence Council, describes megatrends and potential game changers for the next decades. Among 
the megatrends, it analyzes: - increased individual empowerment - the diffusion of power among states 
and the ascent of a networked multi-polar world - a world's population growing to 8.3 billion people, 
of which sixty percent will live in urbanized areas, and surging cross-border migration - expanding 
demand for food, water, and energy It furthermore describes potential game changers, including: - a 
global economy that could thrive or collapse - increased global insecurity due to regional instability 
in the Middle East and South Asia - new technologies that could solve the problems caused by the 
megatrends - the possibility, but by no means the certainty, that the U.S. with new partners will reinvent 
the international system Students of trends, forward-looking entrepreneurs, academics, journalists and 
anyone eager for a glimpse into the next decades will find this essential reading.

Global Trends 2030

Richard Joseph's seminal 1987 book Democracy and Prebendal Politics in Nigeria represented a 
watershed moment in the understanding of the political dynamics of Nigeria. This groundbreaking 
collection brings together scholars from across disciplines to assess the significance of Joseph's work 
and the current state of Nigerian politics.



Democracy and Prebendalism in Nigeria

Nigeria is the sixth largest producer of oil in the world and one of the major suppliers of oil to the US. 
Set against a backdrop of what has been called the scramble for African oil, this text documents the 
consequences of a half-century of oil exploitation and production in one of the world's foremost centres 
of biodiversity.

Curse of the Black Gold

The 2011 WDR on Conflict, Security and Development underlines the devastating impact of persistent 
conflict on a country or region's development prospects - noting that the 1.5 billion people living in 
conflict-affected areas are twice as likely to be in poverty. Its goal is to contribute concrete, practical 
suggestions on conflict and fragility.

World Development Report 2011

Nigerian video films--dramatic features shot on video and sold as cassettes--are being produced at the 
rate of nearly one a day, making them the major contemporary art form in Nigeria. The history of African 
film offers no precedent for such a huge, popularly based industry. The contributors to this volume, who 
include film and television directors, an anthropologist, and scholars of film studies and literature, take 
a variety of approaches to this flourishing popular art. Topics include aesthetic forms and distribution; 
the configurations of various ethnic audiences; the new media environment dominated by cassette 
technology; the video's materialism in a period of economic collapse; transformation of the traditional 
Yoruba traveling theater; individualism and the moral crisis in Igbo society; Hausa cultural values; the 
negotiation of gender roles, and the genre of Christian videos.

Nigerian Video Films

Oil to Cash explores one option to help countries with new oil revenue avoid the so-called resource 
curse: just give the money directly to citizens. A universal, transparent, and regular cash transfer would 
not only provide a concrete benefit to regular people, but would also create powerful incentives for 
citizens to hold their government accountable. Oil to Cash details how and where this idea could 
work and how policymakers can learn from the experiences with cash transfers in places like Mexico, 
Mongolia, and Alaska.

Oil to Cash

This report is intended to stimulate thinking about the rapid and vast geopolitical changes characterizing 
the world today and possible global trajectories over the next 15 years. As with the NIC's previous Global 
Trends reports, we do not seek to predict the future, which would be an impossible feat, but instead 
provide a framework for thinking about possible futures and their implications. In-depth research, 
detailed modeling and a variety of analytical tools drawn from public, private and academic sources 
were employed in the production of Global Trends 2030. NIC leadership engaged with experts in nearly 
20 countries, from think tanks, banks, government offices and business groups, to solicit reviews of the 
report.

Global Trends 2030

Peacebuilding, Power, and Politics in Africa is a critical reflection on peacebuilding efforts in Africa. The 
authors expose the tensions and contradictions in different clusters of peacebuilding activities, including 
peace negotiations; statebuilding; security sector governance; and disarmament, demobilization, and 
reintegration. Essays also address the institutional framework for peacebuilding in Africa and the 
ideological underpinnings of key institutions, including the African Union, NEPAD, the African Develop-
ment Bank, the Pan-African Ministers Conference for Public and Civil Service, the UN Peacebuilding 
Commission, the World Bank, and the International Criminal Court. The volume includes on-the-ground 
case study chapters on Sudan, the Great Lakes Region of Africa, Sierra Leone and Liberia, the 
Niger Delta, Southern Africa, and Somalia, analyzing how peacebuilding operates in particular African 
contexts. The authors adopt a variety of approaches, but they share a conviction that peacebuilding 
in Africa is not a script that is authored solely in Western capitals and in the corridors of the United 
Nations. Rather, the writers in this volume focus on the interaction between local and global ideas 
and practices in the reconstitution of authority and livelihoods after conflict. The book systematically 
showcases the tensions that occur within and between the many actors involved in the peacebuilding 



industry, as well as their intended beneficiaries. It looks at the multiple ways in which peacebuilding 
ideas and initiatives are reinforced, questioned, reappropriated, and redesigned by different African 
actors. A joint project between the Centre for Conflict Resolution in Cape Town, South Africa, and the 
Centre of African Studies at the University of Cambridge.

Peacebuilding, Power, and Politics in Africa

'A compelling contribution to our evolving understanding of the links between trade, aid and security and 
what the international community needs to do to ensure peace and development in the world.' Achim 
Steiner, Executive Director, United Nations Environment Programme 'For far too long the international 
community ahs stood by while countries around the world descend into conflict and anarchy. We 
need to understand how we can engage more effectively with fragile and failing states. Trade, Aid and 
Security is an important step in this direction.' Jan Pronk, Special Representative of the UN General 
Secretary in Sudan and Former Minister of Development and the Environment, The Netherlands. 'As 
we begin to contemplate what the post-Iraq world will look like it is vital that we reflect on the limits 
of the utility of hard power and the importance that development can play in avoiding failed states 
before they fail, preventing conflicts and more successfully re-building states. This timely book makes 
a most important contribution to that process.' Lord Paddy Ashdown, UN High Representative for 
Boznia and Herzegovina, 2002 2006 Leader of UK Liberal Democrat Party, 1988 1999 'As UN Special 
Representative to the Great Lakes Region of Africa I have seen the devastating impact of the trade in 
conflict resources with my own eyes. Amongst much else, this book shows how different trade and aid 
politics can tackle the trade in conflict resources and make a real contribution to secure societies. It is 
essential reading.' Mohamed Sahnoun, Special Representative of the UN Secretary General in Central 
and East Africa. Iraq, Afghanistan, Darfur. All resonate loudly on the international stage, exposing and 
illustrating the intractable links between global security, control over naturals resources be it oil, water, 
timber or 'conflict diamonds' and the manipulation of foreign aid and international trade policy. This 
volume, written by leading authorities from across the globe, introduces the linkages between trade, 
aid and security, and exposes how inappropriate or misused trade and aid policy can and do undermine 
security and contribute to violence and the disintegration of national states. On a practical level they 
demonstrate how six key areas of trade and aid policy can be used to help forge stability and security, 
reduce the likelihood of armed conflict, and assist economic and political recovery in our war-torn world.

Trade, Aid and Security

In The globalization of crime: a transnational organized crime threat assessment, UNODC analyses a 
range of key transnational crime threats, including human trafficking, migrant smuggling, the illicit heroin 
and cocaine trades, cybercrime, maritime piracy and trafficking in environmental resources, firearms 
and counterfeit goods. The report also examines a number of cases where transnational organized 
crime and instability amplify each other to create vicious circles in which countries or even subregions 
may become locked. Thus, the report offers a striking view of the global dimensions of organized crime 
today.

The Globalization of Crime

This publication is based on the discussions of the 2004 Global Colloquium on Research and Higher 
Education Policy of the UNESCO Forum for Higher Education, Research and Knowledge, held in Paris 
in December 2004. It contains contributions from 17 international experts in the field of higher education 
which explore the global rise of the 'knowledge society' and its implications for higher education and 
for sustainable human development in the future.

Knowledge, Power and Dissent

"Oil is a fairy tale, and, like every fairy tale, is a bit of a lie."—Ryzard Kapuscinski, Shah of Shahs 
The scale and reach of the global oil and gas industry, valued at several trillions of dollars, is almost 
impossible to grasp. Despite its vast technical expertise and scientific sophistication, the industry 
betrays a startling degree of inexactitude and empirical disagreement about foundational questions 
of quantity, output, and price. As an industry typified by concentrated economic and political power, 
its operations are obscured by secrecy and security. Perhaps it is not surprising, then, that the social 
sciences typically approach oil as a metonym—of modernity, money, geopolitics, violence, corruption, 
curse, ur-commodity—rather than considering the daily life of the industry itself and of the hydrocarbons 
around which it is built. Subterranean Estates gathers an interdisciplinary group of scholars and 



experts to instead provide a critical topography of the hydrocarbon industry, understood not solely 
as an assemblage of corporate forms but rather as an expansive and porous network of laborers 
and technologies, representation and expertise, and the ways of life oil and gas produce at points of 
extraction, production, marketing, consumption, and combustion. By accounting for oil as empirical and 
experiential, the contributors begin to demystify a commodity too often given almost demiurgic power. 
Subterranean Estates shifts critical attention away from an exclusive focus on global oil firms toward 
often overlooked aspects of the industry, including insurance, finance, law, and the role of consultants 
and community organizations. Based on ethnographic research from around the world (Equatorial 
Guinea, Nigeria, Oman, the United States, Ecuador, Chad, the United Kingdom, Kazakhstan, Canada, 
Iran, and Russia), and featuring a photoessay on the lived experiences of those who inhabit a universe 
populated by oil rigs, pipelines, and gas flares, this innovative volume provides a new perspective on 
the material, symbolic, cultural, and social meanings of this multidimensional world.

Subterranean Estates

This book synthesizes findings regarding the political drivers of institutional change in extractive 
industry governance. It analyses resource governance from the late nineteenth century to the present 
in Bolivia, Ghana, Peru, and Zambia, focusing on the ways in which resource governance and national 
political settlements interact.

Governing Extractive Industries

In the aftermath of an armed conflict in Africa, the international community both produces and demands 
from local partners a variety of blueprints for reconstructing state and society. The aim is to re-formalize 
the state after what is viewed as a period of fragmentation. In reality, African economies and polities 
are very much informal in character, with informal actors, including so-called Big Men, often using their 
positions in the formal structure as a means to reach their own goals. Through a variety of in-depth case 
studies, including the DRC, Sierra Leone and Liberia, this comprehensive volume shows how important 
informal political and economic networks are in many of the continent’s conflict areas. Moreover, 
it demonstrates that without a proper understanding of the impact of these networks, attempts to 
formalize African states, particularly those emerging from wars, will be in vain.

African Conflicts and Informal Power

Corruption... How can policymakers and practitioners better comprehend the many forms and shapes 
that this socialpandemic takes? From the delivery of essential drugs, the reduction in teacher absen-
teeism, the containment of illegal logging, the construction of roads, the provision of water andelec-
tricity, the international trade in oil and gas, the conduct of public budgeting and procurement, and 
the management of public revenues, corruption shows its many faces. 'The Many Faces of Corruption' 
attempts to bring greater clarity to the often murky manifestations of this virulent and debilitating social 
disease. It explores the use of prototype road maps to identify corruption vulnerabilities, suggests 
corresponding 'warning signals,' and proposes operationally useful remedial measures in each of 
several selected sectors and for a selected sampleof cross cutting public sector functions that are 
particularlyprone to corruption and that are critical to sector performance.Numerous technical experts 
have come together in this effort to develop an operationally useful approach to diagnosing and tackling 
corruption. 'The Many Faces of Corruption' is an invaluable reference for policymakers, practitioners, 
andresearchers engaged in the business of development.

The Many Faces of Corruption

“Slow violence” from climate change, toxic drift, deforestation, oil spills, and the environmental after-
math of war occurs gradually and often invisibly. Rob Nixon focuses on the inattention we have paid to 
the lethality of many environmental crises, in contrast with the sensational, spectacle-driven messaging 
that impels public activism today.

Slow Violence and the Environmentalism of the Poor

Major account of the fourteenth-century crisis which saw a series of famines, revolts and epidemics 
transform the medieval world.

The Global Investigative Journalism Casebook



This Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report (IPCC-SREX) explores the challenge 
of understanding and managing the risks of climate extremes to advance climate change adaptation. 
Extreme weather and climate events, interacting with exposed and vulnerable human and natural sys-
tems, can lead to disasters. Changes in the frequency and severity of the physical events affect disaster 
risk, but so do the spatially diverse and temporally dynamic patterns of exposure and vulnerability. 
Some types of extreme weather and climate events have increased in frequency or magnitude, but 
populations and assets at risk have also increased, with consequences for disaster risk. Opportunities 
for managing risks of weather- and climate-related disasters exist or can be developed at any scale, 
local to international. Prepared following strict IPCC procedures, SREX is an invaluable assessment 
for anyone interested in climate extremes, environmental disasters and adaptation to climate change, 
including policymakers, the private sector and academic researchers.

The Great Transition

Intro -- Table of Contents -- Acknowledgements -- Introduction -- 1. Our Chief Magistrate and His Powers 
-- 2. "Progress" and the Presidency -- 3. The Age of the Heroic Presidency -- 4. Hero Takes a Fall -- 
5. Superman Returns -- 6. War President -- 7. Omnipotence and Impotence -- 8. Why the Worst Get 
on Top ... and Get Worse -- 9. Toward Normalcy -- Afterword: Our Continuing Cult of the Presidency -- 
Notes -- About the Author -- Cato Institute

Managing the Risks of Extreme Events and Disasters to Advance Climate Change Adaptation

A survey of the state of human freedom around the world investigates such crucial indicators as the 
status of civil and political liberties and provides individual country reports.

The Cult of the Presidency

Globalization and neoliberalism : dominating disciplines -- Globalization's dimensions / Dennis Conway 
and Nik Heynen -- The ascendancy of neoliberalism and emergence of contemporary globalization / 
Dennis Conway and Nik Heynen -- Globalization's many dimensions -- Globalization's macroeconomic 
faces -- Global financial architecture transitions : mutations through roll-back neoliberalism to techno-
cratic fixes / Adam Tickell -- Multi-local global corporations : new reach -- same core locations / Susan 
M. Walcott -- Systems of production and international competitiveness : prospects for the developing 
nations / Daniel C. Knudsen and Molly Kotlen -- Globalization's unruly spaces -- Globalization of labor : 
increasing complexity, more unruly / Dennis Conway -- Unruly spaces : globalization and transnational 
criminal economies / Christian Allen -- Globalization's geopolitical faces -- Geo-political globalization : 
from world systems to global city-systems / Dennis Conway and Richard Wolfel -- Globalization has a 
home address : the geopolitics of globalization / John Agnew -- The globalization of culture : geography 
and the industrial production of culture / Don Mitchell and Clayton Rosati -- The globalization of fear 
: fear as a technology of governance / Byron Miller -- Alternative visions: constructive, democratic 
and hopeful -- The neoliberalization of the global environment / Nik Heynen and Jeremia Njeru -- 
Globalization's cultural challenges : homogenization, hybridization and heightened identity / Nanda R. 
Shrestha and Dennis Conway -- Globalization from below : coordinating global resistance, alternative 
social forums, civil society, and grassroots networks / Dennis Conway -- Towards fair globalization 
: opposing neoliberal destruction, relying on democratic institutions and local empowerment, and 
sustaining human development / Dennis Conway and Nik Heynen.

Freedom in the World 2012

DOES IT MATTER?: Jimi 0. Adesina

Globalization's Contradictions

The report highlights the crucial role of engineering in achieving each of the 17 SDGs. It shows how 
equal opportunities for all is key to ensuring an inclusive and gender balanced profession that can 
better respond to the shortage of engineers for implementing the SDGs. It provides a snapshot of the 
engineering innovations that are shaping our world, especially emerging technologies such as big data 
and AI, which are crucial for addressing the pressing challenges facing humankind and the planet. It 
analyses the transformation of engineering education and capacity-building at the dawn of the Fourth 
Industrial Revolution that will enable engineers to tackle the challenges ahead. It highlights the global 



effort needed to address the specific regional disparities, while summarizing the trends of engineering 
across the different regions of the world.

Identity Transformation and Identity Politics Under Structural Adjustment in Nigeria

Aid to promote democracy abroad has emerged as a major growth industry in recent years. Not only 
the United States but many other Western countries, international institutions, and private foundations 
today use aid to support democratic transitions in Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union, Asia, Africa, 
Latin America, and the Middle East. Though extensive in scope, these activities remain little understood 
outside the realm of specialists. Debates among policymakers over democracy promotion oscillate 
between unhelpful poles of extreme skepticism and unrealistic boosterism, while the vast majority of 
citizens in aid-providing countries have little awareness of the democracy-building efforts their govern-
ments sponsor. Aiding Democracy Abroad is the first independent, comprehensive assessment of this 
important new field. Drawing on extensive field research and years of hands-on experience, Thomas 
Carothers examines democracy-aid programs relating to elections, political parties, governmental 
reform, rule of law, civil society, independent media, labor unions, decentralization, and other elements 
of what he describes as "the democracy template" that policymakers and aid officials apply around 
the world. Steering a careful path between the inflated claims of aid advocates and the exaggerated 
criticisms of their opponents, Carothers takes a hard look at what such programs achieve and how they 
can be improved.

Engineering for Sustainable Development

3.6. Land Use Act

Aiding Democracy Abroad

This is the first major historical study of Tanzania's socialist experiment: the ujamaa villagization 
initiative of 1967-75.

Oil in Nigeria

Piracy is a basic and fundamental concern for all navies. From almost the beginning of state-sponsored 
navies, piracy suppression has been one of their major responsibilities -- when Julius Caesar was 
captured by pirates in 76 BCE, the first thing he did after paying the pirates' ransom and being released 
was to fit "out a squadron of ships to take his revenge." Despite piracy's importance and the continued 
frequency of piratical attacks, however, relatively few scholarly works have been written analyzing 
cases of modern piracy and piracy suppression in terms of varying strategic, policy, and operational 
decisions. This edited collection of case studies attempts to fill this gap. There have been a number 
of important historical studies that have dealt with the subjects of piracy and piracy suppression. 
Books written from the point of view of those wishing to end piracy have tended to focus on legal 
issues, including the rights of victims, the procedures and decisions of Admiralty courts in punishing 
pirates, and the capture of piracy ships as prizes. Others have looked at the existence of piracy in 
terms of one particular place or time period, with the Barbary Coast and the Caribbean Sea claiming 
disproportionate shares of attention. Pirates are often romanticized; Forbes magazine has recently 
listed history's top-earning pirates, including Samuel "Black Sam" Bellamy at US$120 million (2008 
dollars), Sir Francis Drake at US$115 million, and Thomas Tew at US$103 million. More famous pirates, 
like Edward Teach (Blackbeard), came in far down the list, at tenth place, with only US$12.5 million.

African Socialism in Postcolonial Tanzania

The Politics of Education Reforms, which is the ninth volume in the 12-volume book series Globalisa-
tion, Comparative Education and Policy Research, presents scholarly research on major discourses 
concerning the politics of education reforms globally. It provides an easily accessible, practical yet 
scholarly source of information about recent developments in globalisation, comparative edu- tion 
and education reforms. Above all, the book offers the latest findings to the critical issues concerning 
major discourses surrounding education reforms in the global culture. It is a sourcebook of ideas for 
researchers, practitioners and policy makers in education, and schooling around the world. It offers 
a timely overview of current policy issues affecting research in comparative education of education 
reforms. It provides directions in education, and policy research, relevant to p- gressive pedagogy, 
social change and transformational educational reforms in the twenty-first century. The book critically 



examines the overall interplay between the state, ideology and current discourses of education reforms 
in the global culture. It draws upon recent studies in the areas of globalisation, academic achievement, 
standards, equity and the role of the State (Carnoy 1999; Zajda 2008a, b). It explores c- ceptual frame-
works and methodological approaches applicable in the research covering the State, globalisation, and 
quality-driven education reforms. It dem- strates the neo-liberal ideological imperatives of education 
and policy reform, affecting schooling globally (see also Zajda 2005). Various book chapters critique 
the dominant discourses and debates pertaining to comparative education d- courses on reforms and 
neo-liberal ideology in education.

Piracy and Maritime Crime: Historical and Modern Case Studies

Oil, Gas, and Mining: A Sourcebook for Understanding the Extractive Industries provides developing 
countries with a technical understanding and practical options around oil, gas, and mining sector 
development issues. A central premise of the Sourcebook is that good technical knowledge can better 
inform political, economic, and social choices with respect to sector development and the related risks 
and opportunities. The guidance provided by the Sourcebook assumes a broad set of overarching 
principles, all centered on good governance and directed at achieving positive and broadly based 
sustainable development outcomes. This Sourcebook is rich in presenting options to challenges, on 
the understanding that contexts and needs vary, and that there is much to be gained from appreciating 
the lessons learned from a broad set of experiences.

The Politics of Education Reforms

With contributions from 35 leading economists, this forward-looking book explores the future of 
development economics against the background of the past half-century of development thought and 
practice. Outstanding representatives of the past two generations of development economists assess 
development thinking at the turn of the century and look to the unsettled questions confronting the next 
generation.The volume offers a thorough analysis of the broad range of issues involved in development 
economics, and it is especially timely in its critique of what is needed in development theory and 
policy to reduce poverty. An overriding issue is whether in the future 'development economics' is to be 
regarded simply as applied economics or whether the nature and scope of development economics will 
constitute a need for a special development theory to supplement general economic theory.'Frontiers 
of Development Economics' is an ideal reference for all those working in the international development 
community.

Oil, Gas, and Mining

Religion has been excluded from development studies for decades. Religious traditions have con-
tributed greatly towards development work, yet major international players have tended to ignore 
its role. Recent years have shown a noticeable shift in development policy, practice and research 
to recognize religion as a relevant factor. This text provides a comprehensive insight into different 
approaches towards the understanding the relationships between religions and development studies, 
policy and practice. It guides readers through current debates, presenting, explaining and critically 
evaluating a broad range of literature and locating it within a theoretical context. The text explores 
the role of religion within development, from positive contributions, such as the important role that 
many ‘faith-based organizations’ play in education or health care, to more complicated and contested 
notions of impact, such as religiously inspired violence or gender inequality. The book begins with three 
background chapters, outlining the relevance of religions for development studies, policy and practice, 
and introducing the reader to the study of ‘development’ and of ‘religions’. Following these, the focus 
then shifts to examine a number of thematic areas, including religion, gender and development, and 
the implications of the ‘rise of religion’ for mainstream development studies, policy and practice in the 
21st century. Each chapter contains a range of features to assist undergraduate learning, including 
learning objectives for each chapter, discussion of key concepts, summaries, discussion questions, 
further reading and websites. The book also contains over sixty boxed case studies to provide further 
definition, explanation, and examples of the interactions between religions and development globally. 
This innovative text presents religions as something that can both obstruct and aid development, 
encouraging readers to engage critically with the multiple ways that religion impacts on both the 
conceptualization of development as well the resulting project interventions. This will be of interest 
to undergraduate, postgraduate students and scholars interested in religious studies, development 
studies, and the broader study of societies and cultures.

Frontiers of Development Economics



Originally published in 1987, this book examines the relationship between the pattern of party formation 
in Nigeria and a mode of social, political and economic behaviour Richard Joseph terms 'prebendalism'. 
He demonstrates the centrality in the Nigerian polity of the struggle to control and exploit public office 
and argues that state power is usually viewed by Nigerians as an array of prebends, the appropriation 
of which provides access to the state treasury and to control over remunerative licenses and contracts. 
In addition, the abiding desire for a democratic political system is frustrated by the deepening of 
ethnic, linguistic and regional identities. By exploring the ways in which individuals at all social levels 
contribute to the maintenance of these practices, the book provides an analysis of the impediments to 
constitutional democracy that is also relevant to the study of other nations.

Religions and Development

. These essays will provide new insights and focus for understanding internal violence and its cultural 
connections to a broad audience of scholars, policy makers, and students of international politics and 
culture.

Democracy and Prebendal Politics in Nigeria

The recent escalation in the violent conflict in the Niger Delta has brought the region to the forefront 
of international energy and security concerns. This book analyses the causes, dynamics and politics 
underpinning oil-related violence in the Niger Delta region of Nigeria. It focuses on the drivers of the 
conflict, as well as the ways the crises spawned by the political economy of oil and contradictions 
within Nigeria's ethnic politics have contributed to the morphing of initially poorly coordinated, largely 
non-violent protests into a pan-Delta insurgency. Approaching the issue from a number of perspectives, 
the book offers the most up-to-date and comprehensive analysis available of the varied dimensions of 
the conflict. Combining empirically-based and analytic chapters, it attempts to explain the causes of 
the escalation in violence, the various actors, levels and dynamics involved, and the policy challenges 
faced with regard to conflict management/resolution and the options for peace. It also examines the role 
of oil as a commodity of global strategic significance, addressing the relationship between oil, energy 
security and development in the Niger Delta.

The Culture of Violence

Oil and Insurgency in the Niger Delta

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai | Page 9 of 9


