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Dive into the foundational historical records with "Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny, Part I." This 
essential document offers a unique firsthand perspective into the life and campaigns of Major General 
Stephen Watts Kearny, a pivotal figure in 19th-century American military history and westward expan-
sion. Discover his observations and experiences during a critical period, making this a vital resource 
for understanding the era.
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Journal Of Stephen Watts Kearny -

A narrative of the first overIand crossing by white persons between the upper Missouri and Mississippi 
Rivers, in an effort to open a route for the passage of United States troops betmeen Camp Missouri, 
later known as Fort Atkinson, near the present city of Omaha, and Camp Cold Water, the predecessor 
of Fort Gnelling, near the present cities of St. Paul and minneopolis.This journal of the famous soldier, 
Stephen Watts ICearny, now printed for the first time, has unusual interest in being the onIy known 
record or account it is believed, of an early military exploration that was an incidcnt of the pioneer 
movement of United States troops into the great trans- Mississippi region. Until 1818 no effort had 
been made to establish army posts beyond the Mississippi. Following the acquisition of the Louisiana 
Territory in 1803, the Americans had regarrisoned a few minor cantonments evacuated by the Spanih, 
and had planted a few new posts......

Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

1820 JOURNAL OF STEPHEN WATTS

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
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and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny

The journals of Henry Smith Turner (1811-1881) and Brigadier-General Stephen Watts Kearny 
(1794-1848). Includes letters from Henry S. Turner to his wife from 5 Aug 1846 to 1 May 1847.

The 1820 Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny

Excerpt from Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny, Vol. 1: The Council Bluff St. Peter's Exploration (1820) 
From the opening statement in Kearny's journal it ap pears that the task was entrusted to Captain 
Magee, of the Ri�e Regiment, Lieutenant Talcott, of the Engineers, and fifteen soldiers. Lieutenant - 
Colonel Willoughby Morgan, of the Ri�e. Regiment, Captain Kearny, of the Second Infantry, and two 
junior officers accompanied the party. Four serv ants, ah Indian guide, his wife and papoose, eight 
mules and seven horses completed the outfit. The journey from post to post took twenty - three days, 
and during the latter part of it the explorers had but vague notion of their where abouts. Their arrival at 
Camp Cold Water, the destination, produced a great sensation in that garrison, inasmuch as they were 
the first white persons to cross from the Missouri to the Mississippi River at such distance above the 
con�uence. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

1820 JOURNAL OF STEPHEN WATTS

PREFACE. THE Author of this very practical treatise on Scotch Loch - Fishing desires clearly that it may 
be of use to all who had it. He does not pretend to have written anything new, but to have attempted 
to put what he has to say in as readable a form as possible. Everything in the way of the history and 
habits of fish has been studiously avoided, and technicalities have been used as sparingly as possible. 
The writing of this book has afforded him pleasure in his leisure moments, and that pleasure would be 
much increased if he knew that the perusal of it would create any bond of sympathy between himself 
and the angling community in general. This section is interleaved with blank shects for the readers 
notes. The Author need hardly say that any suggestions addressed to the case of the publishers, will 
meet with consideration in a future edition. We do not pretend to write or enlarge upon a new subject. 
Much has been said and written-and well said and written too on the art of fishing but loch-fishing has 
been rather looked upon as a second-rate performance, and to dispel this idea is one of the objects for 
which this present treatise has been written. Far be it from us to say anything against fishing, lawfully 
practised in any form but many pent up in our large towns will bear us out when me say that, on the 
whole, a days loch-fishing is the most convenient. One great matter is, that the loch-fisher is depend- 
ent on nothing but enough wind to curl the water, -and on a large loch it is very seldom that a dead calm 
prevails all day, -and can make his arrangements for a day, weeks beforehand whereas the stream- 
fisher is dependent for a good take on the state of the water and however pleasant and easy it may be 
for one living near the banks of a good trout stream or river, it is quite another matter to arrange for a 
days river-fishing, if one is looking forward to a holiday at a date some weeks ahead. Providence may 
favour the expectant angler with a good day, and the water in order but experience has taught most of 
us that the good days are in the minority, and that, as is the case with our rapid running streams, -such 
as many of our northern streams are, -the water is either too large or too small, unless, as previously 
remarked, you live near at hand, and can catch it at its best. A common belief in regard to loch-fishing 
is, that the tyro and the experienced angler have nearly the same chance in fishing, -the one from the 
stern and the other from the bow of the same boat. Of all the absurd beliefs as to loch-fishing, this is 
one of the most absurd. Try it. Give the tyro either end of the boat he likes give him a cast of ally flies 



he may fancy, or even a cast similar to those which a crack may be using and if he catches one for 
every three the other has, he may consider himself very lucky. Of course there are lochs where the fish 
are not abundant, and a beginner may come across as many as an older fisher but we speak of lochs 
where there are fish to be caught, and where each has a fair chance. Again, it is said that the boatman 
has as much to do with catching trout in a loch as the angler. Well, we dont deny that. In an untried 
loch it is necessary to have the guidance of a good boatman but the same argument holds good as to 
stream-fishing...

The Original Journals of Henry Smith Turner with Stephen Watts Kearny to New Mexico and California, 
1846-1847

From the War of 1812 to the end of the nineteenth century, U.S. Army officers were instrumental 
in shaping the American West. They helped explore uncharted places and survey and engineer its 
far-flung transportation arteries. Many also served in the ferocious campaigns that drove American 
Indians onto reservations. Soldiers West views the turbulent history of the West from the perspective 
of fifteen senior army officers—including Philip H. Sheridan, George Armstrong Custer, and Nelson A. 
Miles—who were assigned to bring order to the region. This revised edition of Paul Andrew Hutton’s 
popular work adds five new biographies, and essays from the first edition have been updated to 
incorporate recent scholarship. New portraits of Stephen W. Kearny, Philip St. George Cooke, and 
James H. Carleton expand the volume’s coverage of the army on the antebellum frontier. Other new 
pieces focus on the controversial John M. Chivington, who commanded the Colorado volunteers at the 
Sand Creek Massacre in 1863, and Oliver O. Howard, who participated in federal and private initiatives 
to reform Indian policy in the West. An introduction by Durwood Ball discusses the vigorous growth of 
frontier military history since the original publication of Soldiers West.

Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny, Vol. 1

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

Journal of Stephen Watts Kearny

Política offers a stunning revisionist understanding of the early political incorporation of Mexican-origin 
peoples into the U.S. body politic in the nineteenth century. Historical sociologist Phillip B. Gonzales 
reexamines the fundamental issue in New Mexico’s history, namely, the dramatic shift in national 
identities initiated by Nuevomexicanos when their province became ruled by the United States. Gon-
zales provides an insightful, rigorous, and controversial interpretation of how Nuevomexicano political 
competition was woven into the Democratic and Republican two-party system that emerged in the 
United States between the 1850s and 1912, when New Mexico became a state. Drawing on newly 
discovered archival and primary sources, he explores how Nuevomexicanos relied on a long tradition 
of political engagement and a preexisting republican disposition and practice to elaborate a dual-party 
political system mirroring the contours of U.S. national politics. Política is a tour de force of political 
history in the nineteenth-century U.S.–Mexico borderlands that reinterprets colonization, reconstructs 
Euro-American and Nuevomexicano relations, and recasts the prevailing historical narrative of territorial 
expansion and incorporation in North American imperial history. Gonzales provides critical insights 
into several discrete historical processes, such as U.S. racialization and citizenship, integration and 
marginalization, accommodation and resistance, internal colonialism, and the long struggle for political 
inclusion in the borderlands, shedding light on debates taking place today over Latinos and U.S. 
citizenship.

Soldiers West

Polýtica offers a stunning revisionist understanding of the early political incorporation of Mexican-origin 
peoples into the U.S. body politic in the nineteenth century. Historical sociologist Phillip B. Gonzales 
reexamines the fundamental issue in New Mexico's history, namely, the dramatic shift in national 
identities initiated by Nuevomexicanos when their province became ruled by the United States. Gon-
zales provides an insightful, rigorous, and controversial interpretation of how Nuevomexicano political 
competition was woven into the Democratic and Republican two-party system that emerged in the 



United States between the 1850s and 1912, when New Mexico became a state. Drawing on newly 
discovered archival and primary sources, he explores how Nuevomexicanos relied on a long tradition 
of political engagement and a preexisting republican disposition and practice to elaborate a dual-party 
political system mirroring the contours of U.S. national politics. Polýtica is a tour de force of political 
history in the nineteenth-century U.S.-Mexico borderlands that reinterprets colonization, reconstructs 
Euro-American and Nuevomexicano relations, and recasts the prevailing historical narrative of territorial 
expansion and incorporation in North American imperial history. Gonzales provides critical insights 
into several discrete historical processes, such as U.S. racialization and citizenship, integration and 
marginalization, accommodation and resistance, internal colonialism, and the long struggle for political 
inclusion in the borderlands, shedding light on debates taking place today over Latinos and U.S. 
citizenship.

Journal of a Soldier Under Kearny and Doniphan 1846-1847

Jackson's Sword is the initial volume in a monumental two-volume work that provides a sweeping 
panoramic view of the U.S. Army and its officer corps from the War of 1812 to the War with Mexico, 
the first such study in more than forty years. Watson's chronicle shows how the officer corps played 
a crucial role in stabilizing the frontiers of a rapidly expanding nation, while gradually moving away 
from military adventurism toward a professionalism subordinate to civilian authority. Jackson's Sword 
explores problems of institutional instability, multiple loyalties, and insubordination as it demonstrates 
how the officer corps often undermined-and sometimes supplanted-civilian authority with regard to 
war-making and diplomacy on the frontier. Watson shows that army officers were often motivated by 
regionalism and sectionalism, as well as antagonism toward Indians, Spaniards, and Britons. The 
resulting belligerence incited them to invade Spanish Florida and Texas without authorization and 
to pursue military solutions to complex intercultural and international dilemmas. Watson focuses on 
the years when Andrew Jackson led the Division of the South—often contrary to orders from his 
civilian superiors—examining his decade-long quasi-war with Spaniards and Indians along the northern 
border of Florida. Watson explores differences between army attitudes toward the Texas and Florida 
borders to explain why Spain ceded Florida but not Texas to the United States. He then examines 
the army's shift to the western frontier of white settlement by focusing on expeditions to advance 
U.S. power up the Missouri River and drive British influence from the Louisiana Purchase. More 
than merely recounting campaigns and operations, Watson explores civil-military relations, officer 
socialization, commissioning, resignations, and assignments, and sets these in the context of social, 
political, economic, technological, military, and cultural changes during the early republic and the Age of 
Jackson. He portrays officers as identifying with frontiersmen and southern farmers and lacking respect 
for civilian authority and constitutional processes-but having little sympathy for civilian adventurers-and 
delves deeply into primary sources that reveal what they thought, wrote, and did on the frontier. As 
Watson shows, the army's work in the borderlands underscored divisions within as well as between 
nations. Jackson's Sword captures an era on the eve of military professionalism to shed new light on 
the military's role in the early republic.

Army History

Union General Philip Kearny began his career as a lieutenant with the 1st U.S. Dragoons. He studied 
cavalry tactics in France and fought with the Chasseurs d'Afrique in Algeria, where his fearlessness 
earned him the nickname "Kearny le Magnifique." Returning to America, he wrote a cavalry manual 
for the U.S. Army and later raised a troop of dragoons--using his own money to buy 120 matching 
dapple-gray mounts for his men--and led them during the Mexican War, where he lost an arm. This 
biography chronicles the military life of one of the most talented field officers in the Army of the Potomac 
at the outbreak of the Civil War, who famously led a charge at the Battle of Williamsburg with his reins 
in his teeth, and sometimes disobeyed General George McClellan, once protesting an order to retreat 
as "prompted by cowardice or treason." Kearny was on the verge of higher command when he was 
killed at the 1862 Battle of Chantilly.

Política

In Jackson's Sword, Samuel Watson showed how the U.S. Army officer corps played a crucial role in 
stabilizing the frontiers of a rapidly expanding nation. In this sequel volume, he chronicles how the corps' 
responsibilities and leadership along the young nation's borders continued to grow. In the process, he 
shows, officers reflected an increasing commitment to professionalism, insulation from partisanship, 



and deference to civilian authority-all tempered in the forge of frustrating, politically complex operations 
and diplomacy along the nation's frontiers. Watson now focuses on the quarter-century between the 
Army's reduction in force in 1821 and the Mexican War. He examines a broad swath of military activity 
beginning with campaigns against southeastern Indians, notably the dispossession of the Creeks 
remaining in Georgia and Alabama from 1825 to 1834; the expropriation of the Cherokee between 
1836 and 1838; and the Second Seminole War. He also explores peacekeeping on the Canadian 
border, which exploded in rebellion against British rule at the end of 1837, prompting British officials 
to applaud the U.S. Army for calming tensions and demonstrating its government's support for the 
international state system. He then follows the gradual extension of U.S. sovereignty in the Southwest 
through military operations west of the Missouri River and along the Louisiana-Texas border from 1821 
to 1838 and through dragoon expeditions onto the central and southern Plains between 1834 and 
1845. Throughout his account, Watson shows how military professionalism did not develop independent 
of civilian society, nor was it simply a matter of growing expertise in the art of conventional warfare. 
Indeed, the government trusted career army officers to serve as federal, international, and interethnic 
mediators, national law enforcers, and de facto intercultural and international peacekeepers. He also 
explores officers' attitudes toward Britain, Oregon, Texas, and Mexico to assess their values and 
priorities on the eve of the first conventional war the United States had fought in more than three 
decades. Watson's detailed study delves deeply into sources that reveal what officers actually thought, 
wrote, and did in the frontier and border regions. By examining the range of operations over the 
course of this quarter-century, he shows that the processes of peacekeeping, coercive diplomacy, and 
conquest were intricately and inextricably woven together.

Política

Between the War of 1812 and the Civil War, General William S. Harney became one of the best-known 
military figures in America. In a career aided by Andrew Jackson and the concept of an expansible 
army, Harney saw duty in virtually every part of the country and participated in most of the key military 
episodes of his time. He chased remnants of Lafitte pirates in Louisiana, campaigned with Abraham 
Lincoln and Zachary Taylor during the Black Hawk War, developed Vietnam-style riverine tactics that 
ended the Second Seminole War, and led Winfield Scott's cavalry in the Mexican War. In the 1850s 
Harney devised the army's largest and most successful pre?Civil War campaign against Plains Indians, 
commanded troops charged with upholding federal authority in Kansas and Utah, and almost provoked 
hostilities with Great Britain in the Pacific Northwest. Removed from command amid false charges 
of disloyalty during the Missouri secession crisis, he returned as a leading member of the Indian 
Peace Commission of 1867?68. ø Harney was bold, ambitious, and innovative, but also impulsive, 
vindictive, and violent. His career illustrates the nineteenth-century army's role in implementing federal 
policy, highlights its limited resources compared to its responsibilities, and illuminates key aspects of 
its organizational structure, the behavior of its officers, and its impact on personal lives.

Jackson's Sword

In 1824 Brig. Gen. Henry Atkinson and Indian Agent Benjamin O'Fallon traveled up the Missouri River, 
along with 475 soldiers of the First and Sixth Infantry regiments. Their mission: to negotiate peace 
treaties with tribes along the Missouri River, and to secure their promise to trade exclusively with 
American citizens. It was hoped this combination of military power and proffered friendship would put 
an end to Indian attacks on American fur trappers and traders. The full record of this early military 
expedition is now available. The diaries of General Atkinson and Maj. Stephen Watts Kearny describe 
the trip from St. Louis to Fort Atkinson in the fall of 1824, the expedition from the fort to the Yellowstone 
River and back in 1825, and the return of a portion of the troops to St. Louis in 1826, while the diary of 
Angus Lewis Langham, the expedition's secretary, describes the passage of the wheel boat Antelope 
from St. Louis to Fort Atkinson in early spring of 1825. This fully annotated volume also includes a 
discussion of the early use of the wheel boat to travel the Missouri and the expedition's financial records.

Major General Philip Kearny

Having banished eastern Native peoples to lands west of the Mississippi, President Andrew Jackson’s 
government by 1833 needed a new type of soldier to keep displaced Indians from returning home. And 
so the 1st Dragoons came into being. Will and John Gorenfeld tell their story—an epic of exploration, 
conquest, and diplomacy from the outposts of western history—in this book-length treatment of the 
force that became the U.S. Cavalry. The 1st Dragoons represented a new regiment of horsemen 



that drew on the combined skills and clashing visions of two types of leaders: old Indian killers and 
backwoodsmen such as loudmouth miner Henry Dodge; and straight-arrow battlefield veterans such as 
Stephen Watts Kearny, who had fought Redcoats in 1812 but now negotiated treaties with Indian tribes 
and enforced the new order of the West. Drawing on soldiers’ journals and other never-before-used 
sources, Kearny’s Dragoons Out West reconstructs this forgotten, often surprising moment in U.S. 
history. Under Kearny, the 1st Dragoons performed its mission through diplomacy and intimidation 
rather than violence, even protecting Indians from white settlers. Following the regiment up to the 
U.S.-Mexican War, when diplomacy gave way to open violence, this book introduces readers to future 
Civil War generals. Colorful characters appearing in these pages include Private Thomas Russell, a 
young attorney tricked by a horse thief into joining the army; James Hildreth, who authored two books 
on the 1st Dragoons; and English drill sergeant Long Ned Stanley, whose tenure in the 1st reveals much 
about American immigrants’ experience in 1833–48. The promises made in Kearny’s well-intentioned 
treaty making were ultimately broken. This detailed and in-depth look back at his legacy offers a glimpse 
of a lost world—and an intriguing turning point in the history of western expansion.

Peacekeepers and Conquerors

This book tells the compelling story of how Thomas Jefferson’s vision of a sea-to-sea empire gave 
rise to the Lewis and Clark Expedition, which in turn accelerated Westward expansion through 
mountaineers like Colter and Fitzpatrick, businessmen like Astor and Ashley, soldiers like Fremont and 
Kearny, and politicians like Floyd and Benton.

General William S. Harney

A digitally enhanced version of this atlas was developed by the Digital Scholarship Lab at the University 
of Richmond and is available online. Click the link above to take a look.

Wheel Boats on the Missouri

"Much has been written about the Mexican war, but this . . . is the best military history of that conflict. 
. . . Leading personalities, civilian and military, Mexican and American, are given incisive and fair 
evaluations. The coming of war is seen as unavoidable, given American expansion and Mexican 
resistance to loss of territory, compounded by the fact that neither side understood the other. The events 
that led to war are described with reference to military strengths and weaknesses, and every military 
campaign and engagement is explained in clear detail and illustrated with good maps. . . . Problems 
of large numbers of untrained volunteers, discipline and desertion, logistics, diseases and sanitation, 
relations with Mexican civilians in occupied territory, and Mexican guerrilla operations are all explained, 
as are the negotiations which led to war's end and the Mexican cession. . . . This is an outstanding 
contribution to military history and a model of writing which will be admired and emulated."-Journal of 
American History. K. Jack Bauer was also the author of Zachary Taylor: Soldier, Planter, Statesman of 
the Old Southwest (1985) and Other Works. Robert W. Johannsen, who introduces this Bison Books 
edition of The Mexican War, is a professor of history at the University of Illinois, Urbana, and the author 
of To the Halls of Montezumas: The Mexican War in the American Imagination (1985).

The Mississippi River and Valley

The magazine of mobile warfare.

Kearny's Dragoons Out West

Artist-explorer John Mix Stanley (1814–1872), one of the most celebrated chroniclers of the American 
West in his time, was in a sense a victim of his own success. So highly regarded was his work that 
more than two hundred of his paintings were held at the Smithsonian Institution—where in 1865 a fire 
destroyed all but seven of them. This volume, featuring a comprehensive collection of Stanley’s extant 
art, reproduced in full color, offers an opportunity—and ample reason—to rediscover the remarkable 
accomplishments of this outsize figure of nineteenth-century American culture. Originally from New 
York State, Stanley journeyed west in 1842 to paint Indian life. During the U.S.-Mexican War, he 
joined a frontier military expedition and traveled from Santa Fe to California, producing sketches 
and paintings of the campaign along the way—work that helped secure his fame in the following 
decades. He was also appointed chief artist for Isaac Stevens’s survey of the 48th parallel for a 
proposed transcontinental railroad. The essays in this volume, by noted scholars of American art, 



document and reflect on Stanley’s life and work from every angle. The authors consider the artist’s 
experience on government expeditions; his solo tours among the Oregon settlers and western and 
Plains Indians; and his career in Washington and search for government patronage, as well as his 
individual works. With contributions by Emily C. Burns, Scott Manning Stevens, Lisa Strong, Melissa 
Speidel, Jacquelyn Sparks, and Emily C. Wilson, the essays in this volume convey the full scope of John 
Mix Stanley’s artistic accomplishment and document the unfolding of that uniquely American vision 
throughout the artist’s colorful life. Together they restore Stanley to his rightful place in the panorama 
of nineteenth-century American life and art.

In the Wake of Lewis and Clark

Thomas L. Kane (18221883), a crusader for antislavery, womens rights, and the downtrodden, rose 
to prominence in his day as the most ardent and persuasive defender of Mormons religious liberty. 
Though not a Mormon, Kane sought to defend the much-reviled group from the Holy War waged against 
them by evangelical America. His courageous personal intervention averted a potentially catastrophic 
bloody conflict between federal troops and Mormon settlers in the now nearly forgotten Utah War of 
185758. Drawing on extensive, newly available archives, this book is the first to tell the full story of 
Kanes extraordinary life. The book illuminates his powerful Philadelphia family, his personal life and 
eccentricities, his reform achievements, his place in Mormon history, and his career as a Civil War 
general. Further, the book revises previous understandings of nineteenth-century reform, showing how 
Kane and likeminded others fused Democratic Party ideology, anti-evangelicalism, and romanticism.

Wagon roads west

First published in 1961, Early Midwestern Travel Narratives records and describes first-person records 
of journeys in the frontier and early settlement periods which survive in both manuscript and print. 
Geographically, it deals with the states once part of the Old Northwest Territory-Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota-and with Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska. Robert Hubach 
arranged the narratives in chronological order and makes the distinction among diaries (private 
records, with contemporaneously dated entries), journals (non-private records with contemporaneously 
dated entries), and "accounts," which are of more literary, descriptive nature. Early Midwestern Travel 
Narratives remains to this day a unique comprehensive work that fills a long existing need for a 
bibliography, summary, and interpretation of these early Midwestern travel narratives.

March to South Pass

A sweeping history of the 1840s, Manifest Destinies captures the enormous sense of possibility that 
inspired America’s growth and shows how the acquisition of western territories forced the nation to 
come to grips with the deep fault line that would bring war in the near future. Steven E. Woodworth 
gives us a portrait of America at its most vibrant and expansive. It was a decade in which the nation 
significantly enlarged its boundaries, taking Texas, New Mexico, California, and the Pacific Northwest; 
William Henry Harrison ran the first modern populist campaign, focusing on entertaining voters rather 
than on discussing issues; prospectors headed west to search for gold; Joseph Smith founded a new 
religion; railroads and telegraph lines connected the country’s disparate populations as never before. 
When the 1840s dawned, Americans were feeling optimistic about the future: the population was 
growing, economic conditions were improving, and peace had reigned for nearly thirty years. A hopeful 
nation looked to the West, where vast areas of unsettled land seemed to promise prosperity to anyone 
resourceful enough to take advantage. And yet political tensions roiled below the surface; as the country 
took on new lands, slavery emerged as an irreconcilable source of disagreement between North and 
South, and secession reared its head for the first time. Rich in detail and full of dramatic events and 
fascinating characters, Manifest Destinies is an absorbing and highly entertaining account of a crucial 
decade that forged a young nation’s character and destiny.

Atlas of the Historical Geography of the United States

Borderlands of Slavery explores how the existence of two involuntary labor systems—Mexican pe-
onage and Indian captivity—in the nineteenth-century Southwest impacted the transformation of 
America's judicial and political institutions during the antebellum, Civil War, and Reconstruction eras.

The Mexican War, 1846-1848



Dozens of selections from firsthand accounts, introduced by David J. Weber's essays, capture the 
essence of the Mexican American experience in the Southwest from the time the first pioneers came 
north from Mexico.

Professional Journal of the United States Army

Armor
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