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The Grand Alliance of World War II, significantly shaped by Winston S. Churchill, brought together 
powerful nations against the Axis powers.  This alliance played a crucial role in defining the strategies 
and ultimately securing victory in the global conflict, with Churchill's leadership proving pivotal in 
unifying and inspiring the Allied forces throughout the war.
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The Grand Alliance

Covers the German drive toward the East as the United States becomes involved in World War II.

The Grand Alliance

Dealing with war on a giant scale, THE GRAND ALLIANCE focuses on events as Britain, after fighting 
a desperate battle alone, was joined in the struggle against the enemy by Soviet Russia and the United 
Sates. Hitler's invasion of Russia brought to an end a period of almost exactly a year during which Britain 
and her Empire had stood alone. Six months later, the United States, attacked by Japan, joined the war 
and the Grand Alliance was born. It was a momentous turn in the course of the war and Sir Winston 
Churchill noted, 'United we could subdue everybody else in the world. Many disasters, immeasurable 
cost and tribulation lay ahead, but there was no more doubt about the end.'

The Second World War

Winston Churchill's six-volume history of the cataclysm that swept the world remains the definitive 
history of the Second World War. Lucid, dramatic, remarkable both for its breadth and sweep and for 
its sense of personal involvement, it is universally acknowledged as a magnificent reconstruction and 
is an enduring, compelling work that led to his being awarded the Nobel Prize for literature. The Grand 
Alliance recounts the momentous events of 1941 surrounding America's entry into the War and Hitler's 
march on Russia - the continuing onslaught on British civilians during the Blitz, Japan's attack on Pearl 
Harbor and the alliance between Britain and America that shaped the outcome of the War.
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The Second World War

Dealing with war on a giant scale, volume III focuses on events as Britain, after fighting a desperate 
battle alone, was joined in the struggle against the enemy by Soviet Russia and the United States.

The Second World War: the Grand Alliance

The British, Soviets, and Americans unite in this chapter of the six-volume WWII history by the 
legendary prime minister and Nobel Prize recipient. The Grand Alliance describes the end of an 
extraordinary period in British military history, in which Britain stood alone against Germany. Two crucial 
events brought an end to Britain’s isolation. First was Hitler’s decision to attack the Soviet Union, 
opening up a battle front in the East and forcing Stalin to look to the British for support. The second 
was the bombing of Pearl Harbor. US support had long been crucial to the British war effort, and here, 
Winston Churchill documents his efforts to draw the Americans to aid, including correspondence with 
President Roosevelt. This book is part of the six-volume account of World War II told from the unique 
viewpoint of a British prime minister who led his nation in the fight against tyranny. In addition to the 
correspondence with FDR, the series is enriched with extensive primary sources. We are presented 
with not only Churchill’s retrospective analysis of the war, but also memos, letters, orders, speeches, 
and telegrams, day-by-day accounts of reactions as the drama intensifies. Throughout these volumes, 
we listen as strategies and counterstrategies unfold in response to Hitler’s conquest of Europe, planned 
invasion of England, and assault on Russia, in a mesmerizing account of the crucial decisions made 
as the fate of the world hangs in the balance. “A masterly piece of historical writing . . . complete with 
humor and wit.” —The New Yorker

The Grand Alliance

The seventh volume of the acclaimed, official biography: “An engrossing history of Churchill’s crucial 
role in the grand alliance of World War II” (Los Angeles Times). This seventh volume in the epic, 
multivolume biography of Winston S. Churchill takes up the story of “Churchill’s War” with the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and carries it on to the triumph of V-E Day, May 8, 1945, 
the end of the war in Europe. Acclaimed historian Martin Gilbert charts Churchill’s course through the 
storms of Anglo-American and Anglo-Soviet rivalry, and between the conflicting ambitions of other 
forces embattled against the common enemy: between General de Gaulle, his compatriots in France, 
and the French Empire; between Tito and other Yugoslav leaders; between the Greek Communists 
and monarchists; between the Polish government exiled in London and the Soviet-controlled “Lublin” 
Poles. Amid all these volatile concerns, Churchill had to find the path of prudence, of British national 
interest, and, above all, of the earliest possible victory over Nazism. In doing so he was guided by 
the most secret sources of British Intelligence: the daily interception of the messages of the German 
High Command. These pages reveal, as never before, the links between this secret information and 
the resulting moves and successes achieved by the Allies. “A milestone, a monument, a magisterial 
achievement . . . rightly regarded as the most comprehensive life ever written of any age.” —Andrew 
Roberts, historian and author of The Storm of War “The most scholarly study of Churchill in war and 
peace ever written.” —Herbert Mitgang, The New York Times

The Collected Works of Sir Winston Churchill: The second World War, v. 3. The grand alliance

Based on documents from the Russian archives, this comprehensive study charts the tumultuous 
wartime relationship between Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin and British Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill. It highlights the secret correspondence between the two leaders, records their meetings and 
conversations in Moscow and at the Tehran, Yalta and Potsdam summits, and discloses the confidential 
communications of Stalin and his diplomats. Churchill and Stalin has been compiled and edited by 
three leading Russian and British historians of the Second World War. Their narrative brings together 
military and political history, documentary analysis and biography in an illuminating way. It reveals 
how Stalin and Churchill clashed and collaborated in order to achieve victory, and it demonstrates the 
deep personal relationship between these two great personalities as well as their profound political 
differences. Even when the Grand Alliance collapsed after the war, they retained their respect and 
affection for each other. Other important wartime personalities also feature in the documents -President 
Roosevelt, the British and Soviet foreign ministers, Anthony Eden and Vyacheslav Molotov, Ivan Maisky, 
the Soviet ambassador in London and Averell Harriman, the American ambassador in Moscow. This 
fascinating documentary record is linked by a detailed narrative and commentary on the Stalin-Churchill 



relationship in the context of Anglo-Soviet relations during the war and the politics of the Grand Alliance. 
A landmark book - it will appeal to all those interested in Churchill and Stalin and in the politics and 
diplomacy of the Second World War.

The Second World War-The Grand Alliance

This collection by leading British and American scholars on twentieth century international history 
covers the strategy, diplomacy and intelligence of the Anglo-American-Soviet alliance during the 
Second World War. It includes the evolution of allied war aims in both the European and Pacific 
theatres, the policies surrounding the development and use of the atomic bomb and the evolution of 
the international intelligence community. It also considers the origins and consequences of inter-allied 
economic relations as they emerged during the war and the personal relationship between Winston 
Churchill and Franklin D. Roosevelt.

Winston S. Churchill: Road to Victory, 1941–1945

Covers the German drive toward the East and the United States becomes involved in World War II.

The Second World War ; [part III]

A companion history to the author's controversial book on Winston Churchill, Churchill: The End of 
Glory, offers a provocative revisionist account of the ""special relationship"" between the U.S. and 
England during and after World War II.

The Second World War

Churchill's history of the Second World War is, and will remain, the definitive work. Lucid, dramatic, 
remarkable both for its breadth and sweep and for its sense of personal involvement, it is universally 
acknowledged as a magnificent historical reconstruction and an enduring work of literature.'He is not 
writing history so much as reliving it - with its animosities still remembered, its wounds still smarting. 
This is a story told while the sweat and shock of mortal combat are still upon the teller.' Evening 
Standard'That the acclamation has been even greater than might have been anticipated is the measure 
of his unique achievement - to have given the authority and the majesty of history to the stuff of his 
own times.' Daily Telegraph

Churchill and Stalin

Drawing on Churchill's manuscripts and correspondence, David Reynolds paints an even more ad-
mirable portrait of the man

The Second World War

Cat Wilson brings together two strands of historical scholarship: Churchill's work as a historian and the 
history of WWII in the Far East. Examining Churchill's portrayal of the British Empire's war against 
Japan, as set down in his memoirs, it ascertains whether he mythologised wartime Anglo-American 
relations to present a 'special relationship'.

The Second World War

Covers the period from the Treaty of Versailles to Churchill's appointment as Prime Minister in 1940.

The Rise and Fall of the Grand Alliance, 1941–45

The British statesman, orator and author Winston Churchill served as prime minister twice, achieving 
legendary status for rallying the British people during World War II and leading the country from the 
brink of defeat to victory. In addition to his careers of soldier and politician, Churchill was a prolific 
writer, starting with war journalism charting his adventures in British India, at the Siege of Malakand, at 
Sudan during the Mahdist War and in Africa in the Second Boer War. He excelled as a writer of history, 
producing multi-volume studies of both World Wars and other grand subjects to critical acclaim. Many 
of his speeches and parliamentary answers were also published in pamphlets and collected editions. In 
1953 Churchill was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature ‘for his mastery of historical and biographical 
description as well as for brilliant oratory’. For the first time in publishing history, this eBook presents 
Churchill’s complete works, with numerous illustrations, rare texts, informative introductions and the 



usual Delphi bonus material. (Version 1) * Beautifully illustrated with images relating to Churchill’s life 
and works * Concise introductions to the major texts * Churchill’s novel ‘Savrola’ and the rare short 
stories * Images of how the books were first published, giving your eReader a taste of the original 
texts * Excellent formatting of the texts * The complete non-fiction works and speech collections * 
Special chronological and alphabetical contents tables for the speeches * Easily locate the works 
you want to read * Includes Churchill’s autobiography * Features two biographies, including Kraus’ 
seminal study – discover Churchill’s incredible life * Ordering of texts into chronological order and 
genres CONTENTS: The Novel Savrola (1900) The Shorter Fiction Man Overboard (1898) If Lee Had 
Not Won the Battle of Gettysburg (1931) The Dream (1966) The Non-Fiction The Story of the Malakand 
Field Force (1898) The River War (1899) London to Ladysmith via Pretoria (1900) Ian Hamilton’s 
March (1900) Lord Randolph Churchill (1906) My African Journey (1908) The World Crisis I: 1911-1914 
(1923) The World Crisis II: 1915 (1923) The World Crisis III: 1916-1918 (1927) The World Crisis IV: The 
Aftermath 1918-1922 (1929) The World Crisis V: The Eastern Front (1931) Thoughts and Adventures 
(1932) Marlborough I (1933) Marlborough II (1934) Marlborough III (1936) Marlborough IV (1938) Great 
Contemporaries (1937) The Second World War I: The Gathering Storm (1948) The Second World War 
II: Their Finest Hour (1949) The Second World War III: The Grand Alliance (1950) The Second World 
War IV: The Hinge of Fate (1950) The Second World War V: Closing the Ring (1951) The Second World 
War VI: Triumph and Tragedy (1953) Painting as a Pastime (1948) A History of the English-Speaking 
Peoples I: The Birth of Britain (1956) A History of the English-Speaking Peoples II: The New World 
(1956) A History of the English-Speaking Peoples III: The Age of Revolution (1957) A History of the 
English-Speaking Peoples IV: The Great Democracies (1958) The Speeches Introduction to Churchill 
the Orator Mr Brodrick’s Army (1903) For Free Trade (1906) Liberalism and the Social Problem (1909) 
The People’s Rights (1910) India (1931) Arms and the Covenant (1938) Step by Step (1936) Into Battle 
(1941) The Unrelenting Struggle (1942) The End of the Beginning (1943) Onwards to Victory (1944) 
The Dawn of Liberation (1945) Victory (1946) Secret Sessions Speeches (1946) The Sinews of Peace 
(1948) Europe Unite (1950) In the Balance (1951) Stemming the Tide (1953) The Unwritten Alliance 
(1961) Index of Speeches List of Speeches in Chronological Order List of Speeches in Alphabetical 
Order The Autobiography My Early Life (1930) The Biographies Winston Churchill: A Biography (1940) 
by René Kraus Mr. Churchill: A Portrait (1942) by Philip Guedalla

The second world war. 3, The grand alliance

World War II created the union between Franklin Roosevelt and Winston Churchill, molding it from 
start to finish, while the partnership itself shaped many of the most significant moments of the war and 
the peace that followed. Their connection was truly forged in war. Roosevelt and Churchill continue 
to fascinate both the World War II generation and those who have grown up in the world formed by 
that struggle. Here is an inside look at their relationship and the politics, strategy, and diplomacy of 
the British-American alliance. Warren F. Kimball's lively analysis of these larger-than-life figures shows 
how they were at the same time realists and idealists, consistent and inconsistent, calculating and 
impulsive. The result is an unforgettable narrative.

The Grand Alliance

Winston Churchill recounts the end of WWII and its aftermath, in the conclusion of his majestic six-vol-
ume history. In Triumph and Tragedy, British prime minister Winston Churchill provides in dramatic detail 
the endgame of the war and the uneasy meetings between himself, Stalin, and Truman to discuss 
plans for rebuilding Europe in the aftermath of devastation. Beginning with the invasion of Normandy, 
the heroic landing of the Allied armies and the most remarkable amphibious operation in military 
history, Churchill watches as the uneasy coalition that had knit itself together begins to fray at Potsdam, 
foreshadowing the birth of the Cold War. Triumph and Tragedy is part of the epic six-volume account 
of World War II told from the viewpoint of a man who led in the fight against tyranny, and enriched 
with extensive primary sources including memos, letters, orders, speeches, and telegrams, day-by-day 
accounts of reactions as the drama intensifies. Throughout these volumes, we listen as strategies and 
counterstrategies unfold in response to Hitler’s conquest of Europe, planned invasion of England, and 
assault on Russia, in a mesmerizing account of the crucial decisions made as the fate of the world 
hangs in the balance.

The Second World War, Vol. 3



Concluding Sir Winston Churchill's narrative of the Second World War, TRIUMPH AND TRAGEDY 
spans the period from the D-Day landings of June 1944 to the surrender of all Allied enemies 14 months 
later. In this period, Nazi Germany was crushed, partitioned and occupied; Soviet Russia established 
herself in the heart of Western Europe and in Japan, the first atomic bombs were cast.Composed from 
the documents and speeches composed under the daily ordeal rather than being informed by hindsight 
and subsequent occurrences, TRIUMPH AND TRAGEDY gives the truest picture of the momentous 
events that rocked the world during these fateful months.

Winston Churchill and the Second Front, 1940-1943

"I am perhaps the only man who has passed through the twosupreme cataclysms of recorded history in 
high executive office... I was in thissecond struggle with Germany for more than five years the head of 
His Majesty'sGovernment. I write therefore from a different standpoint and with moreauthority than was 
possible in my earlier books. I do not describe it as ahistory, for that belongs to another generation. But I 
claim with confidencethat it is a contribution to history which will be of service to the future." Sir Winston 
Churchill From the origins of the conflict, the rise of Hitler and thefutile attempts at appeasement, 
through the darkest days of Britain's lonestand against the Axis powers, the great alliances with the 
USA and SovietRussia and the triumphs of D Day and the eventual liberation of Europe to theterrible 
birth of the Cold War under the shadow of nuclear weaponry, this isWinston Churchill's landmark history 
of World War II. At once a personalaccount and a majesterial history, TheSecond World War remains 
Churchill's literary masterpiece.

Churchill's Grand Alliance

The quintessential account of the Second World War as seen by Winston Churchill, its greatest leader 
As Prime Minister of Great Britain from 1940 to 1945, Winston Churchill was not only the most powerful 
player in World War II but also the free world's most eloquent voice of defiance in the face of Nazi 
tyranny. Churchill's epic accounts of those times, remarkable for their grand sweep and incisive firsthand 
observations, are distilled here in a single essential volume. Memoirs of the Second World War is a vital 
and illuminating work that retains the drama, eyewitness details, and magisterial prose of his classic 
six-volume history and offers an invaluable view of pivotal events of the twentieth century.

The Second World War

THE HINGE OF FATE marks in Sir Winston Churchill's words, 'the turning-point of the Second World 
War.' It details a period during which almost uninterrupted defeat gave way to almost unbroken success 
for the Allies. While the Afrika Korps advanced almost to the outskirts of Alexandria and the Japanese 
struck by land and by sea, despair came to all but the most resolute. However, from this nadir there 
followed an ever-steady climb. Rommel was thrown back and defeated at Alamein. The British fought 
shoulder to shoulder for the first time with their American allies in North Africa and the tide turned in 
the Pacific.

The Second World War
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The Second World War

The Grand Alliance

The Fall of France

On 16 May 1940 an emergency meeting of the French High Command was called at the Quai d'Orsay 
in Paris. The German army had broken through the French lines on the River Meuse at Sedan and 
elsewhere, only five days after launching their attack. Churchill, who had been telephoned by Prime 
Minister Reynaud the previous evening to be told that the French were beaten, rushed to Paris to 
meet the French leaders. The mood in the meeting was one of panic and despair; there was talk 
ofevacuating Paris. Churchill asked Gamelin, the French Commander in Chief, 'Where is the strategic 
reserve?' 'There is none,' replied Gamelin.This exciting book by Julian Jackson, a leading historian of 
twentieth-century France, charts the breathtakingly rapid events that led to the defeat and surrender 
of one of the greatest bastions of the Western Allies, and thus to a dramatic new phase of the Second 



World War. The search for scapegoats for the most humiliating military disaster in French history 
began almost at once: were miscalculations by military leaders to blame, or was this an indictment 
of an entire nation?Using eyewitness accounts, memoirs, and diaries, Julian Jackson recreates, in 
gripping detail, the intense atmosphere and dramatic events of these six weeks in 1940, unravelling 
the historical evidence to produce a fresh answer to the perennial question of whether the fall of France 
was inevitable.

The Fall of France 1940

Offering a fresh critical perspective on this momentous event, Andrew Shennan examines both the 
continuities and discontinuities that resulted from the events of 1940. The main focus is on the French 
experience of the war, but this experience is framed within the larger context of France's - and Europe's 
- protracted mid-twentieth century crisis.

The Fall of France in the Second World War

This book examines how the fall of France in the Second World War has been recorded by historians 
and remembered within society. It argues that explanations of the fall have usually revolved around 
the four main themes of decadence, failure, constraint and contingency. It shows that the dominant 
explanation claimed for many years that the fall was the inevitable consequence of a society grown 
rotten in the inter-war period. This view has been largely replaced among academic historians by 
a consensus which distinguishes between the military defeat and the political demise of the Third 
Republic. It emphasizes the contingent factors that led to the military defeat. At the same time it seeks 
to understand the constraints within which France’s policy-makers were required to act and the reasons 
for their policy-making failures in economics, defence and diplomacy.

Blitzkrieg

A fascinating study of the devastating new form of warfare that redrew the map of Europe in the opening 
year of World War II, bringing about the military collapse and capitulation of seven modern industrialized 
nations. On 1 September 1939, Nazi Germany launched the invasion of Poland, employing a new type 
of offensive warfare: Blitzkrieg. So named by Allied observers because of the shock and rapidity of 
its effects, this new approach was based on speed, manoeuvrability and concentration of firepower. 
The strategy saw startling success as the panzer divisions, supported by Stuka dive-bombers, spread 
terror and mayhem, reaching Warsaw in just one week. Aided by the intervention of the Soviet Union 
in the east, the campaign was over in a mere 36 days. This astonishing feat was followed by Operation 
Weserübung, the invasion of Denmark and then Norway in 1940, the first joint air-sea-land campaign 
in the history of warfare. Even more striking an achievement was the swift and conclusive defeat of 
France during May–June 1940. Refusing to let its forces dash themselves against the fortifications of 
the Maginot Line, Germany instead sent its divisions through neutral Belgium and northern France 
in Fall Gelb ('Case Yellow'), destroying Allied resistance and pursuing the remnant of the British and 
French forces to Dunkirk in an audacious and devastatingly effective assault. During the course of 
Fall Rot ('Case Red') over the following 20 days, German forces pressed the attack and by 25 June 
had forced France's leaders into a humiliating capitulation. Illustrated throughout with detailed maps, 
artwork and contemporary photographs, Blitzkrieg: The Invasion of Poland to the Fall of France tells 
the story of these first breakneck attacks, examining the armed forces, leaders, technology, planning 
and execution in each campaign as well as the challenges faced by the Germans in the pursuit of this 
new and deadly form of warfare.

The Fall of Paris

Søgeord: Frankrigs Fald; Paris's Fald; Hitler's Indtogsmarch i Paris, 1940; Fransk-Tysk Våbenstilstand, 
1940; Fransk Kapitulation, 1940; Fransk Politik, 1940; Petain; Vichy; de Gaulle; Weygand; Gamelin; 
Roosevelt; Reynaud; Mandel; Murphy; Langeron; Lebrun; Hering; General Georges; Goebbels; Grous-
sard; Dentz; Dupuy; Churchill; Bullitt; Eiffel Tårnet, 1940; Ciano; Blum; Baudouin; Liebling; von Schramm; 
Studnitz; Küchler; Darlan; Daladier; Villey.

When France Fell

Shocked by the fall of France in 1940, panicked US leaders rushed to back the Vichy governmentÑa 
fateful decision that nearly destroyed the AngloÐAmerican alliance. According to US Secretary of War 



Henry Stimson, the Òmost shocking single eventÓ of World War II was not the Japanese attack on Pearl 
Harbor, but rather the fall of France in spring 1940. Michael Neiberg offers a dramatic history of the 
American responseÑa policy marked by panic and moral ineptitude, which placed the United States in 
league with fascism and nearly ruined the alliance with Britain. The successful Nazi invasion of France 
destabilized American plannersÕ strategic assumptions. At home, the result was huge increases in 
defense spending, the advent of peacetime military conscription, and domestic spying to weed out 
potential fifth columnists. Abroad, the United States decided to work with Vichy France despite its 
pro-Nazi tendencies. The USÐVichy partnership, intended to buy time and temper the flames of war 
in Europe, severely strained AngloÐAmerican relations. American leaders naively believed that they 
could woo men like Philippe PŽtain, preventing France from becoming a formal German ally. The British, 
however, understood that Vichy was subservient to Nazi Germany and instead supported resistance 
figures such as Charles de Gaulle. After the war, the choice to back Vichy tainted USÐFrench relations 
for decades. Our collective memory of World War II as a period of American strength overlooks the 
desperation and faulty decision making that drove US policy from 1940 to 1943. Tracing the key 
diplomatic and strategic moves of these formative years, When France Fell gives us a more nuanced 
and complete understanding of the war and of the global position the United States would occupy 
afterward.

The Fall of France

*Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the fighting *Includes online resources and a bibliography 
for further reading *Includes a table of contents "My Luftwaffe is invincible...And so now we turn to 
England. How long will this one last - two, three weeks?" - Hermann Goering, June 1940 One of the 
most famous people in the world came to tour the city of Paris for the first time on June 28, 1940. Over 
the next three hours, he rode through the city's streets, stopping to tour L'Opera Paris. He rode down 
the Champs-Elysees toward the Trocadero and the Eiffel Tower, where he had his picture taken. After 
passing through the Arc de Triomphe, he toured the Pantheon and old medieval churches, though he 
did not manage to see the Louvre or the Palace of Justice. Heading back to the airport, he told his 
staff, "It was the dream of my life to be permitted to see Paris. I cannot say how happy I am to have that 
dream fulfilled today." Four years after his tour, Adolf Hitler would order the city's garrison commander, 
General Dietrich von Choltitz, to destroy Paris, warning his subordinate that the city "must not fall into 
the enemy's hand except lying in complete debris." Of course, Paris was not destroyed before the Allies 
liberated it, but it would take more than 4 years for them to wrest control of France from Nazi Germany 
after they took the country by storm in about a month in 1940. That said, it's widely overlooked today 
given how history played out that as the power of Nazi Germany grew alarmingly during the 1930s, 
the French sought means to defend their territory against the rising menace of the Thousand-Year 
Reich. As architects of the most punitive measures in the Treaty of Versailles following World War I, 
France was a natural target for Teutonic retribution, so the Maginot Line, a series of interconnected 
strongpoints and fortifications running along much of France's eastern border, helped allay French 
fears of invasion. The true flaw in French military strategy during the opening days of World War II lay 
not in reliance on the Maginot fortifications but in the army's neglect to exploit the military opportunities 
the Line created. In other words, the border defense performed as envisioned, but the other military 
arms supported it insufficiently to halt the Germans. The French Army squandered the opportunity not 
because the Maginot Line existed but because they failed to utilize their own defensive plan properly; 
the biggest problem was that the Germans simply skirted past the intricate defensive fortifications by 
invading neutral Belgium and swinging south, thereby avoiding the Maginot Line for the most part. The 
French had not expected the Germans would be able to move armored units through the Ardennes 
Forests, a heavily wooded region spanning parts of Belgium, France and the Netherlands. To the Allies' 
great surprise, the Germans had no trouble rolling across these lands in the span of weeks. And by 
invading France from the north, the Germans simply avoided the Maginot Line. The French surrendered 
in June 1940, and the British narrowly escaped disaster by transporting thousands of soldiers and 
equipment across the English Channel at Dunkirk. Thus, by the middle of 1940, the Axis powers and the 
Soviet Union had overrun nearly all of Western Europe. With France out of the war, and without active 
participation by the United States, Great Britain virtually stood alone. The Fall of France: The History 
of Nazi Germany's Invasion and Conquest of France During World War II chronicles the background 
and construction of the much maligned defensive fortifications. Along with pictures of important people, 
places, and events, you will learn about the fall of France like never before, in no time at all.

France in the Second World War



France in the Second World War is a wide-ranging and clear introduction to French history during the 
Second World War and its aftermath. It examines the interwar years, the build up to the conflict, the fall 
of France and the founding of the Vichy regime, as well as collaboration, resistance, everyday life, the 
Holocaust, liberation and the echoes of the period in contemporary France. Chris Millington addresses 
the chief topics in separate chapters that synthesise the key points of history and historiography. He also 
ensures the French Empire is carefully integrated throughout, crucially enabling the global dimensions 
of France's war to be highlighted and discussed. In addition, Millington provides an online supplement 
in the form of an 'Instructor's Guide' to help lecturers looking to use the book in their courses, as well 
as a helpful glossary and an annotated bibliography of English-language sources to guide students to 
the most relevant works in the area. France in the Second World War provides you with the history and 
historiography of France and its Empire during their darkest hour.

Blitzkrieg

The German campaign in France during the summer of 1940 was pivotal to Hitler's ambitions and 
fundamentally affected the course of the Second World War. Having squabbled about fighting methods 
right up to the start of the campaign, the German forces provided the Führer with a swift, efficient 
and decisive military victory over the Allied forces. In achieving in just six weeks what their fathers 
had failed to accomplish during the four years of the First World War, Germany altered the balance of 
power in Europe at a stroke. Yet, as Lloyd Clark shows in this enthralling new book, it was far from a 
foregone conclusion. Blitzkrieg tells the story of the campaign, while highlighting the key technologies, 
decisions and events that led to German success, and details the mistakes, good fortune and chronic 
weaknesses in their planning process and approach to war fighting. There are also compelling portraits 
of the officers who played key roles, including Heinz Guderian, Erwin Rommel, Kurt Student, Charles 
de Gaulle and Bernard Montgomery. Clark argues that far from being undefeatable, the France 1940 
campaign revealed Germany and its armed forces to be highly vulnerable - a fact dismissed by Hitler 
as he began to plan for his invasion of the Soviet Union - and offers a gripping reassessment of the 
myths that have built up around one of the Second World War's greatest military victories.

Fleeing Hitler

Using eyewitness accounts, this is the first ever account of how the fall of France to the Germans in 
1940 affected the lives of ordinary French people.

France 1940

The German victory of 1940 stunned the world. France, thought to be a major European power with 
one of the world's largest armies, collapsed in less than seven weeks. The secret of the Wehrmacht's 
success lay in its revolutionary new tactics of blitzkrieg: lightning war. Fast-moving tank divisions 
supported by armored, mobile infantry swept over opposition, helped by both conventional bombers and 
deadly Stuka dive-bombers. Alan Shepperd's highly detailed text examines the tactics, organization, 
and equipment of the Allied and German forces, and provides a daily account of the most crucial period 
of the battle. The German victory of 1940 stunned the world. France, thought to be a major European 
power with one of the world's largest armies, collapsed in less than seven weeks. The secret of the 
Wehrmacht's success lay in its revolutionary new tactics of blitzkrieg: lightning war. Fast-moving tank 
divisions supported by armored, mobile infantry swept over opposition, helped by both conventional 
bombers and deadly Stuka dive-bombers. Alan Shepperd's highly detailed text examines the tactics, 
organization, and equipment of the Allied and German forces, and provides a daily account of the 
most crucial period of the battle. The tank marks as great a revolution in land warfare as an armored 
steamship would have marked had it appeared amongst the toilsome triremes of Actium. So said 
General Heinz Guderian, architect of the stunning German victory over France in 1940. Alan Shepperd 
examines tactics and the German's application of them to their 1940 French campaign, as he looks at 
the differing organization and equipment of both Allied and German forces. He gives a daily account of 
the most crucial period of the battle, that of May 10-17, and also examines the evacuation of Dunkirk, 
in which 337,000 troops, mostly British, were taken out of the Germans' clutches at the last moment by 
the Royal Navy supported by a vast armada of privately owned vessels. Not only are German strengths 
looked at but Allied weaknesses are also examined: their ineffective use of tanks, the obsolete French 
defensive strategy, and, possibly most importantly, the political splits within France that demoralized 
her army and combined with the German's speedy advance to bring collapse about so quickly.



Fall of France: May-June

An account of Germany's devastating military campaign against France.In 1939, in spite of the 
agreement made between Britain, France and Germany, German troops invaded Prague, adding 
Czechoslovakia to Hitler's growing Reich. However, as history has shown, Hitler's quest for power did 
not stop there. Germany's invasion of France in May 1940 not only led to the shocking defeat of the 
Allied forces, but also to the surrender of France to the Germans - an event that changed the course of 
the Second World War. In this comprehensive historical account, Robert Jackson's The Fall of France 
chronicles the significant but often overlooked political events and military campaigns leading up to and 
over the course of the Fall of France. Throughout the book, Jackson vividly captures the complexities 
of Germany's military campaign and the reaction of the Allied Forces - through the eyes of the troops 
fighting on the battlefield. The Fall of France is therefore must-read for a more in-depth understanding 
of the political and military events of this turbulent period. Praise for Robert Jackson 'Takes you to the 
heart of the action.' - Tom Kasey, best-selling author of Cold Kill. Robert Jackson was born in 1941 in the 
North Yorkshire village of Melsonby. A former pilot and navigation instructor, his active involvement with 
aviation lasted many years. Following his retirement from the RAFVR in 1977 as a squadron leader, he 
became a full-time aviation writer and aerospace correspondent and lectured extensively on strategic 
issues. He speaks five languages, including Russian, and has written more than forty nonfiction works 
on military affairs. He is also the author of the popular Yeoman series.

The War in France and Flanders

In this revisionist account of France’s crushing defeat in 1940, a world authority on French history ar-
gues that the nation’s downfall has long been misunderstood. Philip Nord assesses France’s diplomatic 
and military preparations for war with Germany, its conduct of the war once the fighting began, and the 
political consequences of defeat on the battlefield. He also tracks attitudes among French leaders once 
defeat seemed a likelihood, identifying who among them took advantage of the nation’s misfortunes to 
sabotage democratic institutions and plot an authoritarian way forward. Nord finds that the longstanding 
view that France’s collapse was due to military unpreparedeness and a decadent national character is 
unsupported by fact. Instead, he reveals that the Third Republic was no worse prepared and its military 
failings no less dramatic than those of the United States and other Allies in the early years of the war. 
What was unique in France was the betrayal by military and political elites who abandoned the Republic 
and supported the reprehensible Vichy takeover. Why then have historians and politicians ever since 
interpreted the defeat as a judgment on the nation as a whole? Why has the focus been on the failings 
of the Third Republic and not on elite betrayal? The author examines these questions in a fascinating 
conclusion.

France 1940

The National Book Award–winning historian’s “vivid and moving” eyewitness account of the fall of 
France to Hitler’s Third Reich at the outset of WWII (The New York Times). As an international war 
correspondent and radio commentator during World War II, William L. Shirer didn’t just research the fall 
of France. He was there. In just six weeks, he watched the Third Reich topple one of the world’s oldest 
military powers—and institute a rule of terror and paranoia. Based on in-person conversations with 
the leaders, diplomats, generals, and ordinary citizens who both shaped the events and lived through 
them, Shirer constructs a compelling account of historical events without losing sight of the human 
experience. From the heroic efforts of the Freedom Fighters to the tactical military misjudgments that 
caused the fall and the daily realities of life for French citizens under Nazi rule, this fascinating and 
exhaustively documented account brings this significant episode of history to life. “This is a companion 
effort to Shirer’s The Rise and Fall of the Third Reich, also voluminous but very readable, reflecting 
once again both Shirer’s own experience and an enormous mass of historical material well digested 
and assimilated.” —Kirkus Reviews (starred review)

The Collapse of the Third Republic

German policy in occupied France during the Second World War was in many ways a story of bitter 
internal conflict between the various German agencies in charge of the occupation. After the Fall 
provides a detailed analysis of the struggle between these different agencies, highlighting the significant 
differences in ideology, policy, and method between the army, the SS, and the diplomatic service, and 
the rivalries between them in their struggle for dominance. It also looks at what these battles implied 
for the direction of German policy in France, from the exploitation of the French economy and the 



suppression of resistance activity, to the attempt to carry out Nazi racial plans. In the process, it sheds 
much light on both the inner workings of the Nazi regime and on the decisions made by the French 
government during the course of the occupation.

Collaborationism in France During the Second World War

Drawing on new research, this book provides the first comprehensive English-language account of the 
German assault on the Netherlands in May 1940. It presents fresh and incisive analyses of German 
and Dutch actions at tactical, operational and strategic levels.

After the Fall

Their Finest Hour covers the period in World War 2 after the fall of France when Britain stood alone, 
with victorious Germany and Italy engaged in mortal attack upon them, with Soviet Russia a hostile 
neutral actively aiding Hitler, and Japan an unknowable menace. Churchill labeled the "moral of the 
work" as follows: "In War: Resolution, In Defeat: Defiance, In Victory: Magnanimity, In Peace: Goodwill"

May 1940

A concise introduction to a crucial and controversial period of French history. It provides a fresh insight 
into the events of this era of conflict exploring themes of collaboration, resistance, liberation and the 
wars legacy.

Their Finest Hour

France and Britain, indispensable allies in two world wars, remember and forget their shared history 
in contrasting ways. The book examines key episodes in the relationship between the two countries, 
including the outbreak of war in 1914, the battles of the Somme and Verdun, the Fall of France in 1940, 
Dunkirk, and British involvement in the French Resistance and the 1944 Liberation. The contributors 
discuss how the two countries tend to forget what they owe to each other, and have a distorted view of 
history which still colours and prejudices their relationship today, despite government efforts to build a 
close political and military partnership.

France and the Second World War

While many of the participants were the same as the First World War, this conflict was far more than a 
re-match of 1914-1918. The Second World War was even more destructive than the first and the added 
ideological element meant that this war was far more cruel. This book details the first four years of the 
war in Europe. It discusses how and why Hitler's resurgent Germany plunged into war, and examines 
the German successes against Poland, France, and the Low Countries.

Britain and France in Two World Wars

In 1940, the German army fought and won an extraordinary battle with France in six weeks of lightning 
warfare. With the subtlety and compulsion of a novel, Horneýs narrative shifts from minor battlefield 
incidents to high military and political decisions, stepping far beyond the confines of military history to 
form a major contribution to our understanding of the crises of the Franco-German rivalry. To Lose a 
Battle is the third part of the trilogy beginning with The Fall of Paris and continuing with The Price of 
Glory (already available in Penguin).

The Second World War, Vol. 2

Victor Rothwell examines the origins of World War II, from the flawed peace settlement in 1919 to the 
start of the true world war at Pearl Harbor in 1941. He asks many important questions. Why did the 
cause of peace advance in the 1920s, only to be stopped in its tracks and threatened with reversal by 
the Great Depression?; what was the nature of Nazi thinking about war, foreign policy, and the policy 
of appeasement that sought to accommodate the Third Reich without again going to war? He also 
examines the events in the Far East at the time, and draws a contrast between the role of the US and 
the Far East throughout the 1930s. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights reserved.

To Lose a Battle



Why France, the major European continental victor in 1918, suffered total defeat in six weeks at the 
hands of the vanquished power of 1918 only two decades later remains moot. Why the stunning 
reversal of fortunes? In this volume thirteen prominent scholars reexamine the French debacle of 1940 
in interwar perspectives, utilizing fresh analysis, original approaches, and new sources. Although the 
tenor of the volume is critical, the contributors also suggest that French preparations for war knew 
successes as well as failures, that French defeat was not inevitable, and that the Battle of France might 
have turned out differently if different choices had been made and other paths been followed.

Origins of the Second World War

Provocative look at the battle for France in May and June 1940 Explains how the French were caught 
off guard, how the Germans swept into the country, and how the British battled the blitzkrieg Recounts 
the evacuation at Dunkirk Shows how the fall of France changed the course of World War II

The French Defeat of 1940

An engaging narrative of the small-unit actions near Sedan during the 1940 campaign for France.

The Battle of France

This is the first book (in either English or French) to offer readers an overview of women's experience 
of the Second World War and its immediate aftermath in France. It examines objectively the part 
that women played in both collaboration and resistance, synthesising much recent scholarship on the 
subject in French and English, and drawing on the author's own extensive research (including oral 
testimony) in Toulouse, Paris, and West Brittany. The findings are complex, and the immensely varied 
testimony challenges easy generalisation. This will be relevant for courses on French studies, French 
and European history and Women's studies.

“The” War in France and Flanders 1939-1940

Case Red tells the often overlooked story of the fall of Metropolitan France from the evacuation of 
the BEF at Dunkirk through to the eventual collapse and armistice in June 1940. It will appeal to any 
enthusiast of World War II, particularly those interested in the Blitzkrieg.

The Breaking Point

This eBook edition of "Their Finest Hour" has been formatted to the highest digital standards and 
adjusted for readability on all devices. Their Finest Hour covers the period in World War 2 after the fall 
of France when Britain stood alone, with victorious Germany and Italy engaged in mortal attack upon 
them, with Soviet Russia a hostile neutral actively aiding Hitler, and Japan an unknowable menace. 
Churchill labeled the "moral of the work" as follows: "In War: Resolution, In Defeat: Defiance, In Victory: 
Magnanimity, In Peace: Goodwill"

Women and the Second World War in France, 1939-1948

Here is an original and up-to-date account of a key period of military history, one that not only links 
the two World Wars but also anticipates the more complex nature of conflict following the Cold War. 
Black links the two World Wars, between the overcoming of trench warfare in the campaigns of 1918 
and the fall of France in 1940. This was a period when militaries, governments and publics digested 
the lessons of the Great War and prepared for another major struggle. Black also locates the period 
in terms of long-term questions in military history, including the relationship between symmetrical and 
asymmetrical warfare, the tensions surrounding innovation, the pressures and possibilities created 
by technological change and the impact of ideology on the causes and conduct of war. Black's book 
devotes particular attention to the Far East as part of his worldwide coverage. He also assesses the 
role of the military in internal politics and establishes the importance of civil wars.

The War in France and Flanders, 1939-1940

First published in 1977, France and the Coming of the Second World War investigates the policies 
that led to the collapse of French power. The book argues that this collapse was the result of social, 
political, and economic troubles that buffeted French leaders. It uses a wealth of documents to explore 
common debates, such as Britain’s culpability for France’s inability to prevent Germany’s reoccupation 



of the Rhineland. It also puts forward the threat of Italy and the Mediterranean as France’s main 
preoccupation, rather than Germany and central Europe. France and the Coming of the Second World 
War uses an extensive range of archival material and includes the private papers of Daladier, Bonnet, 
and a number of other prominent figures. It will appeal to those with an interest in the history of the 
Second World War, political history, and social history.

Case Red

For sixty years the dramatic story of the Dunkirk evacuation and the defeat of France—the story of 
the German conquest of northwest Europe—has been the focus of historical study and dispute, yet 
myths and misconceptions about this extraordinary event persist. The ruthless efficiency of the German 
assault, the 'miracle' of Dunkirk, the feeble French defense—these still common assumptions are 
questioned in Geoffrey Stewart's highly readable and concise account of the campaign. The German 
victory was not inevitable

Their Finest Hour (Complete Edition)

Hanna Diamond presents varied testimony to reveal the realities of women's daily lives and the role 
they played in both collaboration and resistance. She considers the political choices they had to make 
and the constraints they were under.

Avoiding Armageddon

An analytical investigation into Prime Minister Winston Churchill’s decision-making process during 
every stage of World War II. When Winston Churchill accepted the position of Prime Minister in May 
1940, he insisted in also becoming Minister of Defence. This, though, meant that he alone would be 
responsible for the success or failure of Britain’s war effort. It also meant that he would be faced with 
many monumental challenges and utterly crucial decisions upon which the fate of Britain and the 
free world rested. With the limited resources available to the UK, Churchill had to pinpoint where his 
country’s priorities lay. He had to respond to the collapse of France, decide if Britain should adopt a 
defensive or offensive strategy, choose if Egypt and the war in North Africa should take precedence 
over Singapore and the UK’s empire in the East, determine how much support to give the Soviet 
Union, and how much power to give the United States in controlling the direction of the war. In this 
insightful investigation into Churchill’s conduct during the Second World War, Allen Packwood, BA, 
MPhil (Cantab), FRHistS, the Director of the Churchill Archives Centre, enables the reader to share 
the agonies and uncertainties faced by Churchill at each crucial stage of the war. How Churchill 
responded to each challenge is analyzed in great detail and the conclusions Packwood draws are as 
uncompromising as those made by Britain’s wartime leader as he negotiated his country through its 
darkest days.

France and the Coming of the Second World War, 1936-1939

France and the Second World War is a concise introduction to a crucial and controversial period of 
French history - world war and occupation. During World War Two, France had the dramatic experience 
of occupation by the Germans and the legacy of this traumatic time has lived on until today, to the 
enduring fascination of historians and students. France and the Second World War provides a fresh 
and balanced insight into the events of this era of conflict, exploring the key themes of: * Occupation 
as a social, economic and political phenomenon * the Vichy regime and the politics of collaboration * 
the 'resistance', resistors and its ideology * the liberation * the legacy of the wartime period.

Second World War: Dunkirk and the Fall of France

Now in English, the authoritative work on ordinary Jews in France during World War II.

The War in France and Flanders

Women and the Second World War in France, 1939-48
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