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Stories of Democracy

A sophisticated investigation of the shifting tides of democratic governance in modern Kuwait from 
1921 to the present based on interviews both with political activists and members of the political 
elite, Stories of Democracy sheds light on a wide array of issues concerning Middle Eastern politics 
and democratic institutions in general. Mary Ann Tétreault explores how various political factions have 
sought to advance their own notions of Kuwaiti history and politics through distinctive popular appeals: 
(1) pro-democracy forces focusing on Kuwait's relationship to the universal values of the democratic 
world around them, and (2) anti-democrats proffering Arab and Muslim religious and cultural traditions. 
She explores how such dramatic events as the suspension of the Kuwaiti constitution in 1986 and 
the invasion by Iraq in 1990 occasioned major shifts in the course of the democracy movement. The 
current running through virtually all of the nation's political drama is the monolithic Kuwait Petroleum 
Corporation (KPC), used by the government as an instrument of economic strength to safeguard 
sovereignty in the absence of military might.

Setting the People Free

Why does democracy, both as a word and an idea, loom so large in the political imagination today? 
It holds sway over the political rhetoric of the modern world and has come to define a system of 
government that marks a huge moral and political advance from any structure before it. Democracy 
has become the political core of the civilization that the West offers to the rest of the world. Setting 
the People Free traces the roots of democracy from an improvised remedy for a local Greek difficulty 
two and a half thousand years ago, through its near extinction, to its rebirth amid the struggles of the 
French Revolution. John Dunn then charts its slow but insistent metamorphosis over the one hundred 
and fifty years, and its overwhelming triumph in the years since 1945.
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Democracy

From the former secretary of state and bestselling author -- a sweeping look at the global struggle for 
democracy and why America must continue to support the cause of human freedom. "This heartfelt and 
at times very moving book shows why democracy proponents are so committed to their work...Both 
supporters and skeptics of democracy promotion will come away from this book wiser and better 
informed." --The New York Times From the end of the Cold War and the collapse of the Soviet Union 
to the ongoing struggle for human rights in the Middle East, Condoleezza Rice has served on the front 
lines of history. As a child, she was an eyewitness to a third awakening of freedom, when her hometown 
of Birmingham, Alabama, became the epicenter of the civil rights movement for black Americans. 
In this book, Rice explains what these epochal events teach us about democracy. At a time when 
people around the world are wondering whether democracy is in decline, Rice shares insights from 
her experiences as a policymaker, scholar, and citizen, in order to put democracy's challenges into 
perspective. When the United States was founded, it was the only attempt at self-government in the 
world. Today more than half of all countries qualify as democracies, and in the long run that number 
will continue to grow. Yet nothing worthwhile ever comes easily. Using America's long struggle as a 
template, Rice draws lessons for democracy around the world -- from Russia, Poland, and Ukraine, 
to Kenya, Colombia, and the Middle East. She finds that no transitions to democracy are the same 
because every country starts in a different place. Pathways diverge and sometimes circle backward. 
Time frames for success vary dramatically, and countries often suffer false starts before getting it right. 
But, Rice argues, that does not mean they should not try. While the ideal conditions for democracy are 
well known in academia, they never exist in the real world. The question is not how to create perfect 
circumstances but how to move forward under difficult ones. These same insights apply in overcoming 
the challenges faced by governments today. The pursuit of democracy is a continuing struggle shared 
by people around the world, whether they are opposing authoritarian regimes, establishing new 
democratic institutions, or reforming mature democracies to better live up to their ideals. The work of 
securing it is never finished.

Setting the People Free

Why does democracy—as a word and as an idea—loom so large in the political imagination, though 
it has so often been misused and misunderstood? Setting the People Free starts by tracing the roots 
of democracy from an improvised remedy for a local Greek difficulty 2,500 years ago, through its near 
extinction, to its rebirth amid the struggles of the French Revolution. Celebrated political theorist John 
Dunn then charts the slow but insistent metamorphosis of democracy over the next 150 years and 
its apparently overwhelming triumph since 1945. He examines the differences and the extraordinary 
continuities that modern democratic states share with their Greek antecedents and explains why 
democracy evokes intellectual and moral scorn for some, and vital allegiance from others. Now with a 
new preface and conclusion that ground this landmark work firmly in the present, Setting the People 
Free is a unique and brilliant account of an extraordinary idea.

Crises of Democracy

Examines the economic, social, cultural, as well as purely political threats to democracy in the light of 
current knowledge.

Opening Mexico

The Story of Mexico's political rebirth, by two pulitzer prize-winning reporters Opening Mexico is a 
narrative history of the citizens' movement which dismantled the kleptocratic one-party state that dom-
inated Mexico in the twentieth century, and replaced it with a lively democracy. Told through the stories 
of Mexicans who helped make the transformation, the book gives new and gripping behind-the-scenes 
accounts of major episodes in Mexico's recent politics. Mexico's Institutional Revolutionary Party, led by 
presidents who ruled like Mesoamerican monarchs, came to be called "the perfect dictatorship." But a 
1968 massacre of student protesters by government snipers ignited the desire for democratic change 
in a generation of Mexicans. Opening Mexico recounts the democratic revolution that unfolded over 
the following three decades. It portrays clean-vote crusaders, labor organizers, human rights monitors, 
investigative journalists, Indian guerrillas, and dissident political leaders, such as President Ernesto 
Zedillo-Mexico's Gorbachev. It traces the rise of Vicente Fox, who toppled the authoritarian system in a 
peaceful election in July 2000. Opening Mexico dramatizes how Mexican politics works in smoke-filled 
rooms, and profiles many leaders of the country's elite. It is the best book to date about the modern 



history of the United States' southern neighbor-and is a tale rich in implications for the spread of 
democracy worldwide.

Youth Participation in Democratic Life

This book is concerned with the contexts, nature and quality of the participation of young people in 
European democratic life. The authors understand democracy broadly as both institutional politics and 
civic cultures, and a wide range of methods are used to analyse and assess youth participation and 
attitudes.

Democracy

Historian David Moss adapts the case study method made famous by Harvard Business School to 
revitalize our conversations about governance and democracy and show how the United States has 
often thrived on political conflict. These 19 cases ask us to weigh choices and consequences, wrestle 
with momentous decisions, and come to our own conclusions.

The Decline and Rise of Democracy

"Historical accounts of democracy's rise tend to focus on ancient Greece and pre-Renaissance Europe. 
The Decline and Rise of Democracy draws from global evidence to show that the story is much 
richer--democratic practices were present in many places, at many other times, from the Americas 
before European conquest, to ancient Mesopotamia, to precolonial Africa. Delving into the prevalence 
of early democracy throughout the world, David Stasavage makes the case that understanding how and 
where these democracies flourished--and when and why they declined--can provide crucial information 
not just about the history of governance, but also about the ways modern democracies work and where 
they could manifest in the future."--

The Accidental Prime Minister

When Joe tells a local news reporter exactly what he would do if he were leader of the country, the 
video goes viral and Joe's speech becomes famous all over the world! Before long, people are calling 
for the current leader to resign and give someone else a go . . . and that's how an ordinary boy like Joe 
ended up with the most extraordinary job. Now the fun can really start . . . Hats for cats! Pet pigs for 
all! Banana shaped buses! Swimming pools on trains! A hilarious story of one boy's meteoric rise to 
power!

The Democracy Project

The Democracy Project is an exploration of anti-capitalist dissent and new political ideas from David 
Graeber, author of Debt: The First 5,000 Years and a leading member of the Occupy movement. From 
the earliest meetings for Occupy Wall Street, David Graeber - activist, anarchist, and anthropologist - 
felt that something was different from previous demonstrations. As events gathered pace, from local 
actions like illegally teaching a seminar in the Bank of America lobby (in a tweed jacket he'd borrowed 
to look the part) to his harassment and attempted intimidation by New York police in Zuccotti Park, 
Graeber saw the other Occupy movements in Cairo, Athens, Barcelona and London and knew that 
times were truly changing. This witty, provocative, yet wide-ranging and ideas-driven look at the actions 
of the 99% is a vital read in today's protest climate, and asks: why did it work this time? What went 
right? And what can we all do now to make our world democratic once again? An energetic account 
of contemporary events, The Democracy Project will change the way you think about anarchism and 
political organization. David Graeber is a radical anthropologist at Goldsmiths, University of London, 
who has been involved with the Occupy movement, most actively at Wall Street. He has written for 
many publications including Harper's, The Wall Street Journal, The Nation, and The Guardian. He is 
also the author, most recently, of the widely praised Debt: The First 5,000 Years, as well as many books 
on social organization and revolution including Towards an Anthropological Theory of Value, Fragments 
of an Anarchist Anthropology, Direct Action: An Ethnography. 'I have twice given away David Graeber's 
Debt: The First 5,000 Years, and Christmas will not change my habits. The book is more readable and 
entertaining than I can indicate' Peter Carey, Observer, Books of the Year 'Debt:The First 5,000 Years 
by Goldsmiths College anthropologist David Graeber has become one of the year's most influential 
books' Paul Mason, Guardian Books of 2011



Corporate Media and the Threat to Democracy

A small book with great weight and urgency to it, this is both a history of democracy and a clarion call 
for change. "Without drastic adjustment, this system cannot last much longer," writes Van Reybrouck, 
regarded today as one of Europe's most astute thinkers. "If you look at the decline in voter turnout and 
party membership, and at the way politicians are held in contempt, if you look at how difficult it is to form 
governments, how little they can do and how harshly they are punished for it, if you look at how quickly 
populism, technocracy and anti-parliamentarianism are rising, if you look at how more and more citizens 
are longing for participation and how quickly that desire can tip over into frustration, then you realize 
we are up to our necks." Not so very long ago, the great battles of democracy were fought for the right 
to vote. Now, Van Reybrouck writes, "it's all about the right to speak, but in essence it's the same battle, 
the battle for political emancipation and for democratic participation. We must decolonize democracy. 
We must democratize democracy." As history, Van Reybrouck makes the compelling argument that 
modern democracy was designed as much to preserve the rights of the powerful and keep the masses 
in line, as to give the populace a voice. As change-agent, Against Elections makes the argument that 
there are forms of government, what he terms sortitive or deliberative democracy, that are beginning 
to be practiced around the world, and can be the remedy we seek. In Iceland, for example, deliberative 
democracy was used to write the new constitution. A group of people were chosen by lot, educated in 
the subject at hand, and then were able to decide what was best, arguably, far better than politicians 
would have. A fascinating, and workable idea has led to a timely book to remind us that our system of 
government is a flexible instrument, one that the people have the power to change.

Against Elections

'Scintillating ... thought-provoking ... one of the very best of the great crop of recent books on the 
subject.' Andrew Rawnsley, Observer Democracy has died hundreds of times, all over the world. We 
think we know what that looks like: chaos descends and the military arrives to restore order, until the 
people can be trusted to look after their own affairs again. However, there is a danger that this picture 
is out of date. Until very recently, most citizens of Western democracies would have imagined that the 
end was a long way off, and very few would have thought it might be happening before their eyes as 
Trump, Brexit and paranoid populism have become a reality. David Runciman, one of the UK's leading 
professors of politics, answers all this and more as he surveys the political landscape of the West, 
helping us to spot the new signs of a collapsing democracy and advising us on what could come next.

How Democracy Ends

A bracingly provocative challenge to one of our most cherished ideas and institutions Most people 
believe democracy is a uniquely just form of government. They believe people have the right to an 
equal share of political power. And they believe that political participation is good for us—it empowers 
us, helps us get what we want, and tends to make us smarter, more virtuous, and more caring for 
one another. These are some of our most cherished ideas about democracy. But Jason Brennan says 
they are all wrong. In this trenchant book, Brennan argues that democracy should be judged by its 
results—and the results are not good enough. Just as defendants have a right to a fair trial, citizens 
have a right to competent government. But democracy is the rule of the ignorant and the irrational, 
and it all too often falls short. Furthermore, no one has a fundamental right to any share of political 
power, and exercising political power does most of us little good. On the contrary, a wide range of social 
science research shows that political participation and democratic deliberation actually tend to make 
people worse—more irrational, biased, and mean. Given this grim picture, Brennan argues that a new 
system of government—epistocracy, the rule of the knowledgeable—may be better than democracy, 
and that it's time to experiment and find out. A challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained 
defense of the rule of the knowledgeable, Against Democracy is essential reading for scholars and 
students of politics across the disciplines. Featuring a new preface that situates the book within the 
current political climate and discusses other alternatives beyond epistocracy, Against Democracy is a 
challenging critique of democracy and the first sustained defense of the rule of the knowledgeable.

Against Democracy

This book presents a systematic overview and assessment of the impacts of politics on the media, and 
of the media on politics, in authoritarian, transitional and democratic regimes in Russia, Spain, Hungary, 
Chile, Italy, Great Britain, Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, and the United States. Its analysis of 
the interactions between macro- and micro-level factors incorporates the disciplinary perspectives of 



political science, mass communications, sociology and social psychology. These essays show that 
media's effects on politics are the product of often complex and contingent interactions among various 
causal factors, including media technologies, the structure of the media market, the legal and regulatory 
framework, the nature of basic political institutions, and the characteristics of individual citizens. The 
authors' conclusions challenge a number of conventional wisdoms concerning the political roles and 
effects of the mass media on regime support and change, on the political behavior of citizens, and on 
the quality of democracy.

Democracy and the Media

Shortlisted for Children's Illustrated/Non-Fiction Book of the Year at the British Book Awards 2019 A 
Sunday Times Children's Book of the Week With Brexit looming and constant political uncertainty in 
the UK, people are more confused by politics than ever before. Politics for Beginners answers the 
questions that people are afraid to ask, offering a no-nonsense guide to what politics is all about. Topics 
covered include political systems, elections, voting and government and issues including feminism, 
human rights, freedom of speech and fake news, all explained with clear text and bright, infographics 
style illustrations.

Politics for Beginners

How can we design places that fulfill urgent needs of the community, achieve environmental justice, 
and inspire long-term stewardship? By bringing community members to the table with designers to 
collectively create vibrant, important places in cities and neighborhoods. For decades, participatory 
design practices have helped enliven neighborhoods and promote cultural understanding. Yet, many 
designers still rely on the same techniques that were developed in the 1950s and 60s. These approach-
es offer predictability, but hold waning promise for addressing current and future design challenges. 
Design as Democracy is written to reinvigorate democratic design, providing inspiration, techniques, 
and case stories for a wide range of contexts. Edited by six leading practitioners and academics in the 
field of participatory design, with nearly 50 contributors from around the world, it offers fresh insights 
for creating meaningful dialogue between designers and communities and for transforming places with 
justice and democracy in mind.

Design as Democracy

A collection of newspaper and magazine articles where Goodman and Moynihan take an anti-estab-
lishment stance and get to the heart of today's critical news stories and political events

The Silenced Majority

"South African Democracy Education Trust"--Vol. 1, t.p.

The Road to Democracy

Uiteenzetting over de opkomst van het populisme en het gevaar daarvan voor de democratie.

The People Vs. Democracy

An award-winning sociologist, Charles Tilly has been equally influential in explaining politics, history, 
and how societies change. Tilly's newest book tackles fundamental questions about the nature of 
personal, political, and national identities and their linkage to big events--revolutions, social movements, 
democratization, and other processes of political and social change. Tilly focuses in this book on the 
role of stories, as means of creating personal identity, but also as explanations, true or false, of political 
tensions and realities. He uses well-known examples from around the world--the Zapatista rebellion, 
Hindu-Muslim conflicts, and other examples in which nationalism and other forms of group identity 
are politically pivotal. Tilly writes with the immediacy of a journalist, but the profound insight of a great 
theorist.

Stories, Identities, and Political Change

Join Effie Kostas as she fights to become Student Council President in her new school. With a campaign 
team of loveable misfits, she tackles the truly important subjects: gender imbalance, outdated school 



conventions...and good-looking boys stealing the last slice of chocolate cake at lunchtime. A laugh 
out-loud rallying call for switched-on kids everywhere.

Vote for Effie

This book provides the first comprehensive overview of Africa's history of democracy, grappling with 
important questions facing Africa today.

Democracy in Africa

The empirical starting point for anyone who wants to understand political cleavages in the democratic 
world, based on a unique dataset covering fifty countries since WWII. Who votes for whom and why? 
Why has growing inequality in many parts of the world not led to renewed class-based conflicts, 
seeming instead to have come with the emergence of new divides over identity and integration? News 
analysts, scholars, and citizens interested in exploring those questions inevitably lack relevant data, in 
particular the kinds of data that establish historical and international context. Political Cleavages and 
Social Inequalities provides the missing empirical background, collecting and examining a treasure 
trove of information on the dynamics of polarization in modern democracies. The chapters draw on 
a unique set of surveys conducted between 1948 and 2020 in fifty countries on five continents, 
analyzing the links between votersÕ political preferences and socioeconomic characteristics, such as 
income, education, wealth, occupation, religion, ethnicity, age, and gender. This analysis sheds new 
light on how political movements succeed in coalescing multiple interests and identities in contemporary 
democracies. It also helps us understand the conditions under which conflicts over inequality become 
politically salient, as well as the similarities and constraints of voters supporting ethnonationalist 
politicians like Narendra Modi, Jair Bolsonaro, Marine Le Pen, and Donald Trump. Bringing together 
cutting-edge data and historical analysis, editors Amory Gethin, Clara Mart’nez-Toledano, and Thomas 
Piketty offer a vital resource for understanding the voting patterns of the present and the likely sources 
of future political conflict.

Telling Stories

-- Elaine May, author of Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era.

Political Cleavages and Social Inequalities

Bill Bryson meets Thomas Frank in this deeply insightful, unexpectedly hilarious story of how politicians 
hijacked American democracy and how we can take it back The democracy you live in today is 
different--completely different--from the democracy you were born into. You probably don't realize just 
how radically your republic has been altered during your lifetime. Yet more than any policy issue, political 
trend, or even Donald Trump himself, our redesigned system of government is responsible for the peril 
America faces today. What explains the gap between what We, the People want and what our elected 
leaders do? How can we fix our politics before it's too late? And how can we truly understand the state of 
our democracy without wanting to crawl under a rock? That's what former Obama speechwriter David 
Litt set out to answer. Poking into forgotten corners of history, translating political science into plain 
English, and traveling the country to meet experts and activists, Litt explains how the world's greatest 
experiment in democracy went awry. (He also tries to crash a party at Mitch McConnell's former frat 
house. It goes poorly.) The result of Litt's journey is something you might not have thought possible: 
a page-turner about the political process. You'll meet the Supreme Court justice charged with murder, 
learn how James Madison's college roommate broke the Senate, encounter a citrus thief who embodies 
what's wrong with our elections, and join Belle the bill as she tries to become a law (a quest far more 
harrowing than the one in Schoolhouse Rock ). Yet despite his clear-eyed assessment of the dangers 
we face, Litt remains audaciously optimistic. He offers a to-do list of bold yet achievable changes--a 
blueprint for restoring the balance of power in America before it's too late.

Visions of Belonging

Finally, a book that offers a practical yet well-researched guide for practitioners seeking to hone the 
way they show up in citizen space. At a time when public trust in institutions is at its lowest, expec-
tations of those institutions to make people well, knowledgeable, and secure are rapidly increasing. 
These expectations are unrealistic, causing disenchantment and disengagement among citizens and 
increasing levels of burnout among many professionals. Rekindling Democracy is not just a practical 



guide; it goes further in setting out a manifesto for a more equitable social contract to address these 
issues. Rekindling Democracy argues convincingly that industrialized countries are suffering through 
a democratic inversion, where the doctor is assumed to be the primary producer of health, the teacher 
of education, the police officer of safety, and the politician of democracy. Through just the right blend of 
storytelling, research, and original ideas, Russell argues instead that in a functioning democracy the 
role of the professionals ought to be defined as that which happens after the important work of citizens 
is done. The primary role of the twenty-first-century practitioner therefore is not a deliverer of top-down 
services, but a precipitator of more active citizenship and community building.

Democracy in One Book Or Less

NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "How did our democracy go wrong? This extraordinary document ... is 
Applebaum's answer." —Timothy Snyder, author of On Tyranny The Pulitzer Prize–winning historian 
explains, with electrifying clarity, why elites in democracies around the world are turning toward 
nationalism and authoritarianism. From the United States and Britain to continental Europe and beyond, 
liberal democracy is under siege, while authoritarianism is on the rise. In Twilight of Democracy, 
Anne Applebaum, an award-winning historian of Soviet atrocities who was one of the first American 
journalists to raise an alarm about antidemocratic trends in the West, explains the lure of nationalism 
and autocracy. In this captivating essay, she contends that political systems with radically simple beliefs 
are inherently appealing, especially when they benefit the loyal to the exclusion of everyone else. 
Elegantly written and urgently argued, Twilight of Democracy is a brilliant dissection of a world-shaking 
shift and a stirring glimpse of the road back to democratic values.

Rekindling Democracy

Motivated by her belief in the value of free expression that is guaranteed under the Constitution of the 
United States of America, Sheryl Oring s I Wish to Say project has been helping citizens voice their 
concerns about the state-of-affairs in the US for over a decade now. In Activating Democracy Oring 
uses her own project as the starting point for exploring a series of issues tackled by artists working 
within the social practice genre of art. Featuring essays by contributors ranging from art historians 
and artists to those working in fields as diverse as poetry, literature, political science and architecture, 
the collection is intended to elucidate and unpack different frameworks employed by a wide spectrum 
of individuals working in a varied field. The juxtaposition of these perspectives will no doubt spark 
a dialogue among readers, and it is hoped that the book will serve as a resource and archive for 
innovative, cross-disciplinary ways of working that continue to transform the landscape of contemporary 
art. "

Twilight of Democracy

This book explores the unique phenomenon of public alternative schools in Toronto, Canada and other 
large urban areas. Although schools of this kind have existed for more than a century, very little has 
been written about the alternative school movement. These alternatives focus more on child-centered 
instruction, give many students (and teachers) opportunities to organize the school differently, provide 
a greater voice for teachers, students, and parents, and engage students far more with experiential 
learning. When traditional school structures are failing to meet the needs of many children and youth, 
there is a rapidly growing need for information and discussion about alternatives that will encourage 
their talents and serve their needs. This book draws attention to the issue of alternative schooling to 
help make it more accessible to a wider audience.



Activating Democracy

How can we build thriving political communities? In this provocative account of how societies are 
bound together, Rogers Smith examines the importance of 'stories of peoplehood', narratives that 
promise economic or political power and define political allegiances in religious, cultural, racial, ethnic 
and related terms. Smith argues that no nations are purely civic: all are bound in part by stories 
that seek to define elements intrinsic to their members' identities and worth. These types of stories 
can support valuable forms of political life but they also pose dangers that must be understood if 
they are to be confronted. In contrast to much contemporary writing, Stories of Peoplehood argues 
for community-building via robust contestation among sharply differing views. This original argument 
combines accessible theory with colourful examples of myths and stories from around the world and 
over 2,500 years of human history.

Alternative Schooling and Student Engagement

From the beloved children’s author of Hetty Feather, Tracy Beaker and Rose Rivers. Opal Plumstead 
might be plain, but she has always been fiercely intelligent. Yet her scholarship and dreams of university 
are snatched away when her father is sent to prison, and fourteen-year-old Opal must start work at 
the Fairy Glen sweet factory to support her family. She struggles to get along with her other workers, 
who think she’s snobby and stuck up. But Opal idolises Mrs Roberts, the factory’s beautiful, dignified 
owner. The best thing about Mrs Roberts? She’s a suffragette! Opal’s world is opened to Mrs Pankhurst, 
and the fight to give women the right to vote. And when Opal meets Morgan, Mrs Roberts’ handsome 
son , and heir to Fairy Glen- she believes she’s found her soulmate. But the First World War is about 
to begin, and will change Opal's life for ever. A brilliantly gripping wartime story from the bestselling, 
award-winning Jacqueline Wilson.

Stories of Peoplehood

In 1989, the political landscape of the Eastern European country of Romania changed dramatically. 
No longer the Socialist Republic of Romania, it became a parliamentary democracy modeled on the 
American system. For most people, such a drastic change in ideology would come as a complete shock. 
But for the "children of the republic"-the last generation born in the kingdom of Romania-it was nothing 
new. They had seen four regime changes during their lifetime. In this fascinating chronicle, authors 
Matei Cazacu, Ioana Crecoiu, and Ladislau G. Hajos relate their interviews with other members of their 
generation, preserving memories from the three different versions of this country-and fostering hope 
for the new Romania. Cazacu, Crecoiu, and Hajos interview a wide variety of students and neighbors, 
whose reminiscences emphasize not just the challenges of living under a communist system but also 
the bright memories of their high school years-showing that while their classmates were aware of the 
changing political situation, they were still able to act very much like typical teenagers. The Story of Our 
Generation captures the voices of these individuals, who kept their optimism and camaraderie through 
the many rebirths of a new Romania.

New stories on the European Union's democratic deficit

Activists and politicians have long recognized the power of a good story to move people to action. In 
early 1960 four black college students sat down at a whites-only lunch counter in Greensboro, North 
Carolina, and refused to leave. Within a month sit-ins spread to thirty cities in seven states. Student 
participants told stories of impulsive, spontaneous action—this despite all the planning that had gone 
into the sit-ins. “It was like a fever,” they said. Francesca Polletta’s It Was Like a Fever sets out to account 
for the power of storytelling in mobilizing political and social movements. Drawing on cases ranging 
from sixteenth-century tax revolts to contemporary debates about the future of the World Trade Center 
site, Polletta argues that stories are politically effective not when they have clear moral messages, but 
when they have complex, often ambiguous ones. The openness of stories to interpretation has allowed 
disadvantaged groups, in particular, to gain a hearing for new needs and to forge surprising political 
alliances. But popular beliefs in America about storytelling as a genre have also hurt those challenging 
the status quo. A rich analysis of storytelling in courtrooms, newsrooms, public forums, and the United 
States Congress, It Was Like a Fever offers provocative new insights into the dynamics of culture and 
contention.

Opal Plumstead



Democracy and Dictatorship in Europe examines the development of various political regimes in 
Europe from the ancien regime up through the present day. It analyzes why democracy flourishes at 
some times and in some places but not others and draws lessons from European history that can help 
us better understand the political situation the world finds itself in today.

The Story of Our Generation

Narrative Politics explores two puzzles. The first has long preoccupied social scientists: How do 
individuals come together to act collectively in their common interest? The second is one that has 
long been ignored by social scientists: Why is it that those who promote collective action so often turn 
to stories? Why is it that when activists call for action, candidates solicit votes, organizers seek new 
members, generals rally their troops, or coaches motivate their players, there is so much story-telling? 
Frederick W. Mayer argues that answering these questions requires recognizing the power of story to 
overcome the main obstacles to collective action: to surmount the temptation to free ride, to coordinate 
group behavior, and to arrive at a common understanding of the collective interest. In this book, Mayer 
shows that humans are, if nothing else, a story-telling, story-consuming animal. We use stories to make 
sense of our experience and to imbue it with meaning-our self-narratives define our sense of identity 
and script our actions. Because we are constituted by narrative, we can be moved by the stories told 
to us by others. That is why leaders who call a community to action seek to frame their invocations in 
a story in which tragedy and triumph hang in the balance, in which taking part in the collective action 
becomes a moral imperative rather than a matter of calculated self-interest. Drawing on insights from 
neuroscience and behavioral economics, political science and sociology, history and cultural studies, 
literature and narrative theory, Narrative Politics sheds light on a wide range of political phenomena 
from social movements to electoral politics to offer lessons for how the power of story fosters collective 
action.
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