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The Races Of Afghanistan Being A Brief Account Of The 
Principal Nations Inhabitating That Country
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Explore a concise overview of Afghanistan's rich ethnic tapestry. This brief account delves into the 
principal nations and diverse groups inhabiting the country, providing essential insights into its cultural 
landscape.
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The Races of Afghanistan

The Races of Afghanistan was written towards the end of, and shortly after, the Second Anglo-Afghan 
War (1878-80) and published in London in 1880. The author, Henry Walter Bellew, was a surgeon and 
medical officer in the Indian Army who over the years had undertaken a number of political missions 
in Afghanistan and written several books on Indian and Afghan subjects. In explaining the purpose 
of his book, Bellew writes that the peoples of Afghanistan in his view soon would become subjects 
of the British Empire and that, "to know the history, interests, and aspirations of a people, is half the 
battle gained in converting them to loyal, contented, and peaceable subjects...." The book begins with 
an introduction, an overview chapter on the Afghans, and separate chapters on the history of the 
Afghans, British relations with Afghanistan, and Sher Ali (the emir of Afghanistan who reigned 1863-66 
and 1868-79). These introductory chapters are followed by individual chapters on the following ethnic 
groups or tribes: Pathan (today usually seen as Pashtun or Paktun, Puktun, or Pushtun), Yusufzai, Afridi, 
Khattak, Dadicae, Ghilji (also seen today as Ghilzi and Khilji), Tajik, and Hazarah (Hazara in modern 
times). Bellew speculates on the pre-Islamic origins of the different Afghan peoples, discussing the 
tradition that the Afghans were descendants of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel, and referring to the writings 
of Herodotus, in which the Dadicae are mentioned as one of four Indian nations forming a satrapy on 
the extreme eastern frontier of the Persian Empire under the emperor, Darius I. Bellew's book was 
used as a source by later writers, for example Percy Molesworth Sykes (1867-1945) in his A History 
of Persia (1921). Bellew was the author of other books on Afghanistan and neighboring countries, of 
grammars and dictionaries of several Afghan languages, and of studies of individual ethnic groups.

Races of Afghanistan

Excerpt from The Races of Afghanistan: Being a Brief Account of the Principal Nations Inhabiting That 
Country The manuscript of the following brief account of the races of Afghanistan was written at Kabul, 
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for the most part, after the duties of the day were over, and at odd intervals of leisure from official 
business, with the view to its transmission to England for publication but falling ill as it drew to a close, 
and being obliged on that account to leave Kabul for India on sick leave, my purpose could' not be 
carried out. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

The Races of Afghanistan, Being a Brief Account of the Principal Nations Inhabiting that Country

The Races of Afghanistan - Being a brief account of the principal nations inhabiting that country is an 
unchanged, high-quality reprint of the original edition of 1880. Hansebooks is editor of the literature 
on different topic areas such as research and science, travel and expeditions, cooking and nutrition, 
medicine, and other genres. As a publisher we focus on the preservation of historical literature. Many 
works of historical writers and scientists are available today as antiques only. Hansebooks newly 
publishes these books and contributes to the preservation of literature which has become rare and 
historical knowledge for the future.

The Races of Afghanistan,

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Races of Afghanistan, Being a Brief Account of the Principal Nations Inhabiting that Country

Ethnic and tribal loyalties in Afghanistan provided the lethal cocktail for the violent conflict that engulfed 
the country following the collapse of the Soviet backed government in 1992. The ensuing fighting 
between mujahideen groups paved the way for the tectonic social and political shifts, which continue 
to shape events today. What accounts for the emergence of ethnicity, as the main cause of conflict 
in Afghanistan? What moved people to respond with such fervour and intensity to calls for ethnic 
solidarity? This book attempts to make sense of ethnicity’s decisive role in Afghanistan through a 
comprehensive exploration of its nature and perception. Based on new data, generated through 
interviews, field notes and participant observations, Sharma maps the increased role of ethnicity in 
Afghan national politics. Key social, political and historical processes that facilitated its emergence 
as the pre-dominant fault-line of conflict are explored, moving away from grand political and military 
narrative to instead engage with zones of conflict as social spaces. This book will be of interest to 
students and scholars working in politics, ethnic studies and security studies.

The Races of Afghanistan

This scarce antiquarian book is a facsimile reprint of the original. Due to its age, it may contain 
imperfections such as marks, notations, marginalia and flawed pages. Because we believe this work 
is culturally important, we have made it available as part of our commitment for protecting, preserving, 
and promoting the world's literature in affordable, high quality, modern editions that are true to the 
original work.

The Races of Afghanistan



"The book deals with the escape of Jesus from death on the cross, and his journey to India in search of 
the lost tribes of Israel. Christian and Muslim scriptures provide evidence about this journey."--Publisher 
description.

RACES OF AFGHANISTAN

Through the reconstruction of episodes of Afghanistan's military history, this book seeks to reevaluate 
the Afghan 'Way of War', showing that, despite the stereotypes of guerrilla warriors imbued with 
religious fanaticism, Afghans have constantly adapted to new threats. Indeed, the Afghan way of war 
has been one of constant change.

Nation, Ethnicity and the Conflict in Afghanistan

Historical Dictionary of Afghanistan, Fifth Edition contains a chronology, an introduction, and an exten-
sive bibliography. The dictionary section has more than 1,000 cross-referenced entries on important 
personalities as well as aspects of the country’s politics, economy, foreign relations, religion, and 
culture.

Russia in Central Asia in 1889 & the Anglo-Russian Question

A monthly register of the most important works published in North and South America, in India, China, 
and the British colonies: with occasional notes on German, Dutch, Danish, French, Italian, Spanish, 
Portuguese, and Russian books.

Russia in Central Asia in 1889 and the Anglo-Russian Question

This new fourth edition has been substantially expanded because so much has taken place in such a 
short period of time. The most important changes, however, have been made to the dictionary section, 
with hundreds of added or substantially revised entries on important people, places, events, institutions, 
practices, ethnic and religious groups, political parties, and Islamist movements, as well as significant 
aspects of Afghanistan's politics, economy, society, and culture.

Russia in Central Asia in 1889

Excerpt from Introduction to the Study of Language: A Critical Survey of the History and Methods of 
Comparative Philology of the Indo-European Languages The character of the present work is mainly 
determined by the circumstance that it is intended by the author to facili tate the study of the Grammars 
which breitkopf hartel are publishing, as well as the comprehension of comparative philology in its 
newest form. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Trübner's Catalogue of Dictionaries and Grammars of the Principal Languages and Dialects of the 
World. 2d Ed., Considerably Enlarged and Revised, with an Alphabetical Index. A Guide for Students 
and Booksellers

‘The Pashtun Tribes of Afghanistan is a tour de force – combining erudite analysis, historical research, 
atmospheric story-telling, page-turning prose and above all, profound passion.’ - Sir Nicholas Kay, 
NATO Senior Civilian Representative in Afghanistan (2019-2020) & British Ambassador to Afghanistan 
(2017-2019) The abrupt withdrawal of US and NATO forces in 2021 ushered in a new era for 
Afghanistan. The subsequent Taliban takeover facilitated a reversion to some of the worst hallmarks of 
Afghanistan’s past, including bans on women’s education and other rights-related roll-backs. Navigating 
this new reality necessitates that more constructive relationships are built between Westerners and 
Afghans, particularly with the majority ethnicity – the Pashtun tribes. The Pashtun Tribes in Afghanistan: 
Wolves Among Men is the toolkit for doing so. It provides the knowledge needed to navigate a complex 
tribal environment. Framed by first-hand experience and balancing in-depth analysis with engaging 
anecdotes, it sheds light on the Pashtun way of life still enshrined in the ancient “Pashtunwali” honor 
code. It explains the tribal structure, tribal territories, historic battles, prominent figures and even 



Pashtun proverbs and poets. It also highlights how recent wars are destroying the tribal arena. Focusing 
on people rather than politics, this book unveils the layers, paradoxes and subtleties of the world’s 
largest tribal society. On turning the final page, readers will understand the Pashtun brand of tribalism 
and how it influences Afghanistan today. They will be aware that tribal life has been permanently 
challenged but that the Pashtun identity remains intact – in psychology if not always in practice. They 
will recognize why Pashtuns are not a single entity and should not be treated as “one”. The need to 
understand the tribes as they understand themselves will also be clear, particularly their concept of 
honor. This book illuminates why, from Alexander the Great to Winston Churchill, and even with the 
Taliban today, Pashtuns are still stereotyped as primitive, violence-prone barbarians. But were men 
like Rudyard Kipling right to characterize tribesmen as being “as unaccountable as the grey Wolf, who 
is his blood brother?” This book has the answer.

Buried Cities and Bible Countries

Catalogue of the Library of the India Office
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