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Crabgrass Crucible Suburban Nature And The Rise Of
Environmentalism In Twentieth Century America

#Crabgrass Crucible #Suburban Environmentalism #Rise of Environmentalism US #Twentieth Century Environ-
mental History #American Conservation Movement

Explore the pivotal role of 'Crabgrass Crucible' in shaping suburban environmentalism throughout
Twentieth Century America. This compelling narrative examines how everyday interactions with subur-
ban nature sparked the rise of environmentalism, transforming public consciousness and the broader
American conservation movement from unexpected domestic landscapes into a powerful national
force.

Each syllabus includes objectives, reading lists, and course assessments.
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Crabgrass Crucible

Although suburb-building created major environmental problems, Christopher Sellers demonstrates
that the environmental movement originated within suburbs--not just in response to unchecked urban
sprawl. Drawn to the countryside as early as the late nineteenth century, new suburbanites turned to
taming the wildness of their surroundings. They cultivated a fondness for the natural world around them,
and in the decades that followed, they became sensitized to potential threats. Sellers shows how the
philosophy, science, and emotions that catalyzed the environmental movement sprang directly from
suburbanites' lives and their ideas about nature, as well as the unique ecology of the neighborhoods in
which they dwelt. Sellers focuses on the spreading edges of New York and Los Angeles over the middle
of the twentieth century to create an intimate portrait of what it was like to live amid suburban nature.
As suburbanites learned about their land, became aware of pollution, and saw the forests shrinking
around them, the vulnerability of both their bodies and their homes became apparent. Worries crossed
lines of class and race and necessitated new ways of thinking and acting, Sellers argues, concluding
that suburb-dwellers, through the knowledge and politics they forged, deserve much of the credit for
inventing modern environmentalism.

Healing Spaces, Modern Architecture, and the Body

Healing Spaces, Modern Architecture, and the Body brings together cutting-edge scholarship examin-
ing the myriad ways that architects, urban planners, medical practitioners, and everyday people have
applied modern ideas about health and the body to the spaces in which they live, work, and heal. The
book’s contributors explore North American and European understandings of the relationship between
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physical movement, bodily health, technological innovation, medical concepts, natural environments,
and architectural settings from the nineteenth century through the heyday of modernist architectural
experimentation in the 1920s and 1930s and onward into the 1970s. Not only does the book focus on
how professionals have engaged with the architecture of healing and the body, it also explores how
urban dwellers have strategized and modified their living environments themselves to create a kind
of vernacular modernist architecture of health in their homes, gardens, and backyards. This new work
builds upon a growing interdisciplinary field incorporating the urban humanities, geography, architec-
tural history, the history of medicine, and critical visual studies that reflects our current preoccupation
with the body and its corresponding therapeutic culture.

Surroundings

Given the ubiquity of environmental rhetoric in the modern world, it's easy to think that the meaning
of the terms environment and environmentalism are and always have been self-evident. But in
Surroundings, we learn that the environmental past is much more complex than it seems at first glance.
In this wide-ranging history of the concept, Etienne S. Benson uncovers the diversity of forms that
environmentalism has taken over the last two centuries and opens our eyes to the promising new
varieties of environmentalism that are emerging today. Through a series of richly contextualized case
studies, Benson shows us how and why particular groups of people—from naturalists in Napoleonic
France in the 1790s to global climate change activists today—adopted the concept of environment
and adapted it to their specific needs and challenges. Bold and deeply researched, Surroundings
challenges much of what we think we know about what an environment is, why we should care about
it, and how we can protect it.

The Oxford Handbook of Environmental History

This book explores the methodology of environmental history, with an emphasis on the field's interaction
with other historiographies such as consumerism, borderlands, and gender. It examines the problem
of environmental context, specifically the problem and perception of environmental determinism,

by focusing on climate, disease, fauna, and regional environments. It also considers the changing
understanding of scientific knowledge.

Razing Kids

Analyzes the relationship between the postwar demographic explosion of youth and the emergence of
environmentalism in the rapidly changing American West.

Valuing Clean Air

Introduction : save EPA -- The costs of pollution -- The doer : power in implementation -- A balancing
act : regulatory review -- Putting the profit motive to work : regulatory reform -- Are you tough enough?
: deregulation -- Markets for bads : cap-and-trade and the new environmentalism -- Epilogue : the EPA
and a changing climate.

The Environment in American History

From pre-European contact to the present day, people living in what is now the United States have
constantly manipulated their environment. The use of natural resources — animals, plants, minerals,
water, and land — has produced both prosperity and destruction, reshaping the land and human
responses to it. The Environment in American History is a clear and comprehensive account that vividly
shows students how the environment played a defining role in the development of American society.
Organized in thirteen chronological chapters, and extensively illustrated, the book covers themes
including: Native peoples’ manipulation of the environment across various regions The role of Old World
livestock and diseases in European conquests Plantation agriculture and slavery Westward expansion
and the exploitation of natural resources Environmental influences on the Civil War and World War Il
The emergence and development of environmental activism Industrialization, and the growth of cities
and suburbs Ecological restoration and climate change Each chapter includes a selection of primary
documents, and the book is supported by a robust companion website that provides further resources
for students and instructors. Drawing on current scholarship, Jeff Crane has created a vibrant and
engaging survey that is a key resource for all students of American environmental history.



Don't Blame Us

Don't Blame Us traces the reorientation of modern liberalism and the Democratic Party away from
their roots in labor union halls of northern cities to white-collar professionals in postindustrial high-tech
suburbs, and casts new light on the importance of suburban liberalism in modern American political
culture. Focusing on the suburbs along the high-tech corridor of Route 128 around Boston, Lily
Geismer challenges conventional scholarly assessments of Massachusetts exceptionalism, the decline
of liberalism, and suburban politics in the wake of the rise of the New Right and the Reagan Revolution
in the 1970s and 1980s. Although only a small portion of the population, knowledge professionals

in Massachusetts and elsewhere have come to wield tremendous political leverage and power. By
probing the possibilities and limitations of these suburban liberals, this rich and nuanced account shows
that—far from being an exception to national trends—the suburbs of Massachusetts offer a model for
understanding national political realignment and suburban politics in the second half of the twentieth
century.

Lone Star Suburbs

How is it that nearly 90 percent of the Texan population currently lives in metropolitan regions, but
many Texans still embrace and promote a vision of their state’s nineteenth-century rural identity? This
is one of the questions the editors and contributors to Lone Star Suburbs confront. One answer, they
contend, may be the long shadow cast by a Texas myth that has served the dominant culture while
marginalizing those on the fringes. Another may be the criticism suburbia has endured for undermining
the very romantic individuality that the Texas myth celebrates. From the 1950s to the present, cultural
critics have derided suburbs as landscapes of sameness and conformity. Only recently have historians
begun to document the multidimensional industrial and ethnic aspects of suburban life as well as

the development of multifamily housing, services, and leisure facilities. In Lone Star Suburbs, urban
historian Paul J. P. Sandul, Texas historian M. Scott Sosebee, and ten contributors move the discussion
of suburbia well beyond the stereotype of endless blocks of white middle-class neighborhoods and fill
a gap in our knowledge of the Lone Star State. This collection supports the claim that Texas is not only
primarily suburban but also the most representative example of this urban form in the United States.
Essays consider transportation infrastructure, urban planning, and professional sports as they relate
to the suburban ideal; the experiences of African Americans, Asian Americans, and Latinos in Texas
metropolitan areas; and the environmental consequences of suburbanization in the state. Texas is no
longer the bastion of rural life in the United States but now—for better or worse—represents the leading
edge of suburban living. This important book offers a first step in coming to grips with that reality.

Bulldozer Revolutions

Foreword / by James C. Giesen -- Introduction : a more rural metropolitan history -- Clearing the
backwoods -- Cultivating the fringe -- Damming the hinterlands -- Settling the forest -- Enshrining the
countryside -- Conclusion : a tale of two villages.

The Defoliation of America

"In The Defoliation of America, Amy M. Hay profiles the attitudes, understandings, and motivations of
grassroots activists who rose to fight the use of phenoxy herbicides (commonly known as the Agent
Orange chemicals) in various aspects of American life during the post-WW]I era. First introduced

in 1946, these chemicals mimic hormones in broadleaf plants, causing them to, essentially, grow to
death while grass, grains, and other monocots remain unaffected. By the 1950s, millions of pounds
of chemicals were produced annually for use in brush control, weed eradication, other agricultural
applications, and forest management. The herbicides allowed suburban lawns to take root and become
iconic symbols of success in American life. The production and application of phenoxy defoliants
continued to skyrocket in subsequent years, encouraged by market forces and unimpeded by regulatory
oversight. By the late 1950s, however, pockets of skepticism and resistance had begun to appear. The
trend picked up steam after 1962, when Rachel Carson's Silent Spring directed mainstream attention to
the harm modern chemicals were causing in the natural world. But it wasn't until the Vietnam War, when
nearly 40 million gallons of Agent Orange and related herbicides were sprayed to clear the canopy and
destroy crops in Southeast Asia, that the long-term damage associated with this group of chemicals
began to attract widespread attention and alarm. Using a wide array of sources and an interdisciplinary
approach, The Defoliation of America is organized in three parts. Part 1 (1945-70) examines the
development, use, and responses to the new chemicals used to control weeds and remove jungle



growth. As the herbicides became militarized, critics increasingly expressed concerns about defoliation
in protests over US imperialism in Southeast Asia. Part 2 (1965-85) profiles three different women who,
influenced by Rachel Carson, challenged the uses of the herbicides in the American West, affecting
US chemical policy and regulations in the process. Part 3 (1970-95) revisits the impact and legacies of
defoliant use after the Vietnam War. From countercultural containment and Nixon's declaration of the
"War on Drugs" to the toxic effects on American and Vietnamese veterans, civilians, and their children,
it became increasingly obvious that American herbicides damaged far more than forest canopies. With
sensitivity to the role gender played in these various protests, Hay's study of the scientists, health
and environmental activists, and veterans who fought US chemical regulatory policies and practices
reveals the mechanisms, obligations, and constraints of state and scientific authority in midcentury
America. Hay also shows how these disparate and mostly forgotten citizen groups challenged the
political consensus and were able to shift government and industry narratives of chemical safety"--

The Greening of Everyday Life

The Greening of Everyday Life develops a distinctive new way of talking about environmental concerns
in post-industrial society. It brings together several conceptual frameworks with a diversity of case stud-
ies and practical examples of efforts to orient everyday material practices toward greater sustainability.
The volume builds upon internal criticisms of dominant strands of contemporary environmentalism in
post-industrial societies, and develops a new approach which emerges from a number of disciplines, but
is unified by a normative concern for the material objects and practices familiar to members of societies
in their everyday lives. In exploring alternatives, the chapter authors utilize conceptual frameworks
rooted in environmental justice, new materialism, and social practice theory and apply it to the
everyday; attention to urban biodiversity, infrastructure for storm water run-off, green home remodelling,
household toxicity, community gardens and farmers markets, bicycling and automobility, alternative
technologies, and more. With contributions from leading international and emerging scholars, this
volume critically explores specific strategies and actions taken to generate homes, communities, and
livelihoods that might be scaled-up to promote more sustainable societies.

Sustainable Cities in American Democracy

We face two global threats: the climate crisis and a crisis of democracy. Located at the crux of these
crises, sustainable cities build on the foundations and resources of democracy to make our increasingly
urban world more resilient and just. Sustainable Cities in American Democracy focuses on this effort
as it emerged and developed over the past decades in the institutional field of sustainable cities—a
vital response to environmental degradation and climate change that is shaped by civic and democratic
action. Carmen Sirianni shows how various kinds of civic associations and grassroots mobilizing figure
in this story, especially as they began to explicitly link conservation to the future of our democracy
and then develop sustainable cities as a democratic project. These organizations are national, local,
or multitiered, from the League of Women Voters to the Natural Resources Defense Council to bicycle
and watershed associations. Some challenge city government agencies contentiously, while others
seek collaboration; many do both at some point. Sirianni uses a range of analytic approaches—from
scholarly disciplines, policy design, urban governance, social movements, democratic theory, public
administration, and planning—to understand how such diverse civic and professional associations have
come to be both an ecology of organizations and a systemic and coherent project. The institutional
field of sustainable cities has emerged with some core democratic nhorms and civic practices but also
with many tensions and trade-offs that must be crafted and revised strategically in the face of new
opportunities and persistent shortfalls. Sirianni’'s account draws ambitious yet pragmatic and hopeful
lessons for a “Civic Green New Deal’—a policy design for building sustainable and resilient cities on
much more robust foundations in the decades ahead while also addressing democratic deficits in our
polarized political culture.

The Matter of History

The Matter of History links the history of people with the history of things through a bold new materialist
theory of the past.

Back to the Breast

By chronicling the "back to the breast" movement among American mothers, Jessica L. Martucci
provides a welcome account of what it has meant to breastfeed in modern America. She reveals why



breastfeeding practice made a comeback in the second half of the twentieth century, even amid over-
whelming advice from medical and scientific experts advocating the sufficiency, if not the superiority,
of bottle-feeding. While rates of breastfeeding fell throughout the 1950s and '60s, only to rebound in
the '70s, the return to breastfeeding began several decades earlier. Its statistical reemergence was
preceded, the author shows, by the development of an ecological and evolutionary view of motherhood,
family, and nature that continues to shape ideas, policies, and expectations surrounding breastfeeding
in America to this day.

The Cigarette

The story of tobacco’s fortunes seems simple: science triumphed over addiction and profit. Yet the
reality is more complicated—and more political. Historically it was not just bad habits but also the state
that lifted the tobacco industry. What brought about change was not medical advice but organized
pressure: a movement for nonsmoker’s rights.

How States Shaped Postwar America

The history of public policy in postwar America tends to fixate on developments at the national level,
overlooking the crucial work done by individual states in the 1960s and '70s. In this book, Nicholas
Dagen Bloom demonstrates the significant and enduring impact of activist states in five areas: urban
planning and redevelopment, mass transit and highways, higher education, subsidized housing, and
the environment. Bloom centers his story on the example set by New York governor Nelson Rockefeller,
whose aggressive initiatives on the pressing issues in that period inspired others and led to the
establishment of long-lived state polices in an age of decreasing federal power. Metropolitan areas,
for both better and worse, changed and operated differently because of sustained state action—How
States Shaped Postwar America uncovers the scope of this largely untold story.

The Republican Reversal

Not long ago Republicans took pride in their tradition of environmental leadership. The GOP helped cre-
ate the EPA, extend the Clean Air Act, and protect endangered species. Today Republicans denounce
climate change as a “hoax” and seek to dismantle environmental regulations. What happened? James
Morton Turner and Andrew C. Isenberg provide answers.

Case Studies in Suburban Sustainability

Choice Outstanding Academic Title The first volume to focus on suburbs and sustainability in the United
States, this collection approaches the topic through regionally diverse case studies. Departing from
the more widely examined issue of urban sustainability, contributors argue that the suburbs present
a unique and important challenge given their greater land mass, lower population density, lower tax
rates, and more limited government services. The studies featured in this volume analyze the impact
of planning, social and economic concerns, environmental factors such as air pollution and climate
change, and water management on suburban communities. Areas of focus include suburbs of New
York City, Seattle, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Phoenix, New Orleans, and Tampa. In these examples,
contributors show that activism and leadership are currently advancing a strong sustainability agenda
in regions many would have believed unlikely. Through these case studies, this volume demonstrates
that the suburbs are a crucial nexus for sustainability in the United States. Because suburbs have been
overlooked in most green initiatives, and because they play such a vital role in the future of American
housing and development, these essays call for more research and continued creative innovation in
these areas. Contributors: Troy D. Abel | Simon A. Andrew | Viney P. Aneja | Miles Ballogg | William H.
Battye | Casey D. Bray | Vaswati Chatterjee | Stacy Clauson | Craig E. Colten | Sarah Combs | Yonn
Dierwechter | Richard C. Feiock | Michael H. Finewood | Melissa M. Grigione | John Harner | Mathew
K. Huxel | Mike Johnson | Gabrielle R. Lehigh | Elizabeth Mattiuzzi | Sean McGreevey | Susan M. Opp
| Michaela C. Peterson | Benjamin L. Ruddell | Richard R. Rushforth | Debra Salazar | Ronald Sarno |
Mallory Thomas | Carolina A. Urrea | Pornpan Uttamang | E. Christian Wells

Seeing Green

"Over 15 chapters, Dunaway transforms what we know about icons and events. Seeing Green is
the first history of ads, films, political posters, and magazine photography in the postwar American
environmental movement. From fear of radioactive fallout during the Cold War to anxieties about global



warming today, images have helped to produce what Dunaway calls "ecological citizenship," telling
us that "we are all to blame." Dunaway heightens our awareness of how depictions of environmental
catastrophes are constructed, manipulated, and fought over"--Publisher info.

Engaging the Everyday

"Meyer pioneers a uniquely political approach to environmental social criticism that follows from a
startling central propostion: that it is not outright oppression and denialism that are the most significant
impediments but what he aptly terms the 'resonance dilemma.' This is the failure of climate and
environmental challenges - however important we may grant that they are - to strike us as integral
everyday concerns. This lively, eloquent, accessible volume models the very style of social criticism
that it calls for in response to this dilemma: a ‘resonant’ environmental criticism that works on (rather
than against) everyday practices." Lisa Disch, Department of Political Science, University of Michigan,
Ann Arbor, author of Hannah Arendt and the Limits of Philosophy.

Smarter Growth

Smarter Growth offers a fresh understanding of environmental politics in metropolitan America, using
the Washington, D.C. area as a case study to demonstrate how public officials and their constituents
engaged in an ongoing dialogue that positioned environmental protection as an increasingly important
facet of planning and development.

Nature's Laboratory

"The author argues that Chicago--a city of rapid growth and severe labor unrest as well as a gateway to
the West--offers the clearest lens for analyzing the history of the intellectual divide between countryside
and city in the United States at the end of the nineteenth century. She shows that Chicago served as
a kind of urban laboratory where numerous public intellectuals experimented with various strains of
environmental thinking"--

Toxicants, Health and Regulation since 1945

The number of substances potentially dangerous to our health and environment is constantly increas-
ing. The papers in this volume examine the concurrent rise of pollutants and the regulations designed
to police their use.

Herbs and Roots

An innovative, deeply researched history of Chinese medicine in America and the surprising interplay
between Eastern and Western medical practice Chinese medicine has a long history in the United
States, with written records dating back to the American colonial period. In this intricately crafted history,
Tamara Venit Shelton chronicles the dynamic systems of knowledge, therapies, and materia medica
crossing between China and the United States from the eighteenth century to the present. Chinese
medicine, she argues, has played an important and often unacknowledged role in both facilitating and
undermining the consolidation of medical authority among formally trained biomedical scientists in
the United States. Practitioners of Chinese medicine, as racial embodiments of “irregular” medicine,
became useful foils for Western physicians struggling to assert their superiority of practice. At the same
time, Chinese doctors often embraced and successfully employed Orientalist stereotypes to sell their
services to non-Chinese patients skeptical of modern biomedicine. What results is a story of racial
constructions, immigration politics, cross-cultural medical history, and the lived experiences of Asian
Americans in American history.

Country Capitalism

The rural roads that led to our planet-changing global economy ran through the American South.
That region's impact on the interconnected histories of business and ecological change is narrated
here by acclaimed scholar Bart EImore, who uses the histories of five southern firms—Coca-Cola,
Delta Airlines, Walmart, FedEx, and Bank of America—to investigate the environmental impact of
our have-it-now, fly-by-night, buy-on-credit economy. Drawing on exclusive interviews with company
executives, corporate archives, and other records, EImore explores the historical, economic, and
ecological conditions that gave rise to these five trailblazing corporations. He then considers what each
has become: an essential presence in the daily workings of the global economy and an unmistakable



contributor to the reshaping of the world's ecosystems. Even as businesses invest in sustainability
initiatives and respond to new calls for corporate responsibility, EImore shows the limits of their efforts
to "green” their operations and offers insights on how governments and activists can push corporations
to do better. At the root, EImore reveals a fundamental challenge: Our lives are built around businesses
that connect far-flung rural places to urban centers and global destinations. This "country capitalism"
that proved successful in the US South has made it possible to satisfy our demands at the click of a
button, but each click comes with hidden environmental costs. This book is a must-read for anyone who
hopes to create an ecologically sustainable future economy.

Escaping the Dark, Gray City

Cover -- Half-title -- Title -- Copyright -- Dedication -- Contents -- INTRODUCTION -- ONE: Frontier,
Market, and Environmental Crisis -- TWO: Landscapes of Reform -- THREE: Back to Nature -- FOUR:
Fighting for Conservation -- FIVE: Fighting over Conservation -- SIX: Fighting Against Conservation --
SEVEN: Epilogue -- Timeline -- Notes -- Bibliography -- Acknowledgments -- Index --A--B--C -- D --
E--F-G-H-1-J-K-L-M--N--O--P--R--S--T--U--V--W--Y

Oral History and the Environment

"As uncontrolled development forces crises in the natural world, deep and long-standing human con-
nections with the earth are changing. Understanding these shifting relationships is essential to framing
our responses to issues of industrial development, population growth, and climate change. The use
of oral history methodology in environmental research acknowledges and subjectively defines these
human connections to the natural world enriching our understanding of both what the earth means to us
as well as what the earth needs from us to find balance once again. Oral History and the Environment:
Global Perspectives on Climate, Connection, and Catastrophe is the first book to provide a global
perspective on the use of oral history in environmental research. It presents excerpts from interviews
with environmental activists, victims of environmental catastrophe, and those whose life experience
gives them special insights into the natural world; combined with commentary by oral historians who
have been exploring how these commentaries can be used to better understand our relationship with
the natural world. In this anthology, oral histories with farmers, wildlife rescue volunteers, activists,
environmental disaster survivors, elders, water system managers, indigenous voices, tribal trustees,
wilderness rangers, reindeer herders, fishers, and foresters, help readers understand a wide range of
issues related to our relationship with the environment. These stories and expert analysis touch on a
wide range of topics including drought, chemical leaks, oil spills, nuclear disaster, indigenous control
of resources, natural resource management, wilderness, and environmental protest"--

Practical Sustainability

This book will teach you everything you need to know about sustainable living—from reducing your
greenhouse gas footprint to making sure that you are part of the green economy. Along the way,
readers will learn about the field of sustainability and the “three E’s” of sustainable living—environment,
economy, and equity. We are in the midst of great environmental change and all of us need to do
everything we can to try to live more gently on the planet. Robert Brinkmann provides a range of options
for readers as to what they can do to try to make a difference. Some involve simple lifestyle changes -
but he also challenges all of us to commit to make more difficult and more meaningful changes to create
a greener, more sustainable world. The book also delves into how we can create more sustainable
communities, schools, and organizations. It showcases many examples of people and organizations
that are making significant contributions to improving our planet’s sustainability that serve as inspiration
and guidance for all of us trying to live more sustainably.

Energy, the Modern State, and the American World System

Examines political authority in the modern era as a function of specific energy politics. In this provocative
and original study, George A. Gonzalez argues that the relationship between energy and the state,
as well as global politics, has become more and more deeply intertwined, reaching something of a
crescendo with the global hegemony of Pax Americana in the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries.
He presents a clear and concise case for viewing the modern state as the collaborative and affirmative
union of capitalism and political authority in a setting where energy resources, be it wind, coal, or oil,
provide the basis for the relatively inexpensive projection of political power. More broadly, energy serves
as the foundation of the modern economy and, because of this, a prime function of the modern state



IS ensuring access to cheap, reliable sources to power and grow the economy. Historically, energy is
more of a zero-sum resource than capital, markets, labor, or technology, and thus is a greater source of
geopolitical tension and violence. Energy politics, and by extension international politics is, moreover,
shaped by domestic corporate elites, especially those within the United States. George A. Gonzalez
is Professor of Political Science at the University of Miami and the author of many books, including
Energy and Empire: The Politics of Nuclear and Solar Power in the United States and Energy and the
Politics of the North Atlantic, both also published by SUNY Press.

American Environmental History

Explore how the peoples of America understood and changed their natural environments, remaking
their politics, culture, and societies In this newly revised Second Edition of American Environmental
History, celebrated environmental historian and author Louis S. Warren provides readers with insightful
examination of how different American peoples created and reacted to environmental change and
threats from the era before Columbus to the COVID-19 pandemic. You'll find concise editorial intro-
ductions to each chapter and interpretive interventions throughout this meticulous collection of essays
and historical documents. This book covers topics as varied as Native American relations with nature,
colonial invasions, American slavery, market expansion and species destruction, urbanization, Pro-
gressive and New Deal conservation, national parks, the environmental impact of consumer appetites,
environmentalism and the backlash against it, environmental justice, and climate change. This new
edition includes twice as many primary documents as the First Edition, along with findings from related
fields such as Native American history, African American history, geography, and environmental justice.
Ideal for students and researchers studying American environmental history and for those seeking
historical perspectives on contemporary environmental challenges, this book will earn a place in the
libraries of anyone with an interest in American history and the impact of American peoples on the
environment and the world around them. Louis S. Warren is the W. Turrentine Jackson Professor of
Western U.S. History at the University of California, Davis. He is a two-time winner of the Caughey
Western History Association Prize, a Guggenheim Fellow, and recipient of the Albert Beveridge Award
of the American Historical Association and the Bancroft Prize in American History.

In Search of the Mexican Beverly Hills

Residential and industrial sprawl changed more than the political landscape of postwar Los Angeles. It
expanded the employment and living opportunities for millions of Angelinos into new suburbs. In Search
of the Mexican Beverly Hills examines the struggle for inclusion into this exclusive world—a multilayered
process by which Mexican Americans moved out of the barrios and emerged as a majority population
in the San Gabriel Valley—and the impact that movement had on collective racial and class identity.
Contrary to the assimilation processes experienced by most Euro-Americans, Mexican Americans did
not graduate to whiteness on the basis of their suburban residence. Rather, In Search of the Mexican
Beverly Hills illuminates how Mexican American racial and class identity were both reinforced by and
took on added metropolitan and transnational dimensions in the city during the second half of the
twentieth century.

Silicon Valley and the Environmental Inequalities of High-Tech Urbanism

In the half century after World War II, California’s Santa Clara Valley transformed from a rolling
landscape of fields and orchards into the nation’s most consequential high-tech industrial corridor.
How Santa Clara Valley became Silicon Valley and came to embody both the triumphs and the failures
of a new vision of the American West is the question Jason A. Heppler explores in this book. A
revealing look at the significance of nature in social, cultural, and economic conceptions of place,

the book is also a case study on the origins of American environmentalism and debates about urban
and suburban sustainability. Between 1950 and 1990, business and community leaders pursued a
new vision of the landscape stretching from Palo Alto to San Jose—a vision that melded the bucolic
naturalism of orchards, pleasant weather, and green spaces with the metropolitan promise of modern
industry, government-funded research, and technology. Heppler describes the success of a new, clean,
future-facing economy, coupled with a pleasant, green environment, in drawing people to Silicon Valley.
And in this overwhelming success, he also locates the rapidly emerging faults created by competing
ideas about forming these idyllic communities—specifically, widespread environmental degradation
and increasing social stratification. Cities organized around high-tech industries, suburban growth, and
urban expansion were, as Heppler shows, crucibles for empowering elites, worsening human health,



and spreading pollution. What do “nature” and “place” mean, and who gets to define these terms? Key
to Heppler's work is the idea that these questions reflect and determine what, and who, matters in any
conversation about the environment. Silicon Valley and the Environmental Inequalities of High-Tech
Urbanism vividly traces that idea through the linked histories of Silicon Valley and environmentalism in
the West.

Federalism, Preemption, and the Nationalization of American Wildlife Management

Environmental law expert Lowell E. Baier reveals how over centuries the federal government slowly
preempted the states’ authority over managing their resident wildlife. In doing so, he educates elected
officials, wildlife students, and environmentalists in the precedents that led to the current state of wildlife
management, and how a constructive environment can be fostered at all levels of government to
improve our nation’s wildlife and biodiversity.

Pesticides, A Love Story

"Presto! No More Pests!" proclaimed a 1955 article introducing two new pesticides, "miracle-workers
for the housewife and back-yard farmer." Easy to use, effective, and safe: who wouldn't love synthetic
pesticides? Apparently most Americans did—and apparently still do. Why—in the face of dire warnings,
rising expense, and declining effectiveness—do we cling to our chemicals? Michelle Mart wondered.
Her book, a cultural history of pesticide use in postwar America, offers an answer. America's embrace
of synthetic pesticides began when they burst on the scene during World War Il and has held steady
into the 21st century—for example, more than 90% of soybeans grown in the US in 2008 are Roundup
Ready GMOs, dependent upon generous use of the herbicide glyphosate to control weeds. Mart
investigates the attraction of pesticides, with their up-to-the-minute promise of modernity, sophisticated
technology, and increased productivity—in short, their appeal to human dreams of controlling nature.
She also considers how they reinforced Cold War assumptions of Western economic and material
superiority. Though the publication of Rachel Carson's Silent Spring and the rise of environmentalism
might have marked a turning point in Americans' faith in pesticides, statistics tell a different story.
Pesticides, a Love Story recounts the campaign against DDT that famously ensued; but the book also
shows where our notions of Silent Spring's revolutionary impact falter—where, in spite of a ban on
DDT, farm use of pesticides in the United States more than doubled in the thirty years after the book
was published. As a cultural survey of popular and political attitudes toward pesticides, Pesticides, a
Love Story tries to make sense of this seeming paradox. At heart, it is an exploration of the story we
tell ourselves about the costs and benefits of pesticides—and how corporations, government officials,
ordinary citizens, and the press shape that story to reflect our ideals, interests, and emotions.

The Resilient City in World War Il

The fate of towns and cities stands at the center of the environmental history of World War Il. Broad
swaths of cityscapes were destroyed by the bombing of targets such as transport hubs, electrical
grids, and industrial districts, and across Europe, Asia, and the Americas, urban environments were
transformed by the massive mobilization of human and natural resources to support the conflict. But
at the same time, the war saw remarkable resilience among the human and non-human residents

of cities. Foregrounding the concept of urban resilience, this collection uncovers the creative survival
strategies that city-dwellers of all kinds turned to in the midst of environmental devastation. As the first
major study at the intersection of environmental, urban, and military history, The Resilient City in World
War Il lays the groundwork for an improved understanding of rapid change in urban environments, and
how societies may adapt.

Bulldozer

Although the decades following World War Il stand out as an era of rapid growth and construction in the
United States, those years were equally significant for large-scale destruction. In order to clear space for
new suburban tract housing, an ambitious system of interstate highways, and extensive urban renewal
development, wrecking companies demolished buildings while earthmoving contractors leveled land

at an unprecedented pace and scale. In this pioneering history, Francesca Russello Ammon explores
how postwar America came to equate this destruction with progress. The bulldozer functioned as both
the means and the metaphor for this work. As the machine transformed from a wartime weapon into

an instrument of postwar planning, it helped realize a landscape-altering “culture of clearance.” In the
hands of the military, planners, politicians, engineers, construction workers, and even children’s book



authors, the bulldozer became an American icon. Yet social and environmental injustices emerged as
clearance projects continued unabated. This awareness spurred environmental, preservationist, and
citizen participation efforts that have helped to slow, though not entirely stop, the momentum of the
postwar bulldozer.

Negative Ecologies

Introduction : the promise and predicament of crude oil -- Environment : a disastrous history of the
hydrocarbon present -- Governing disaster -- Ethical oil -- Occupying the implication -- Petrochemical
fallout -- Ecological mangrove -- Conclusion : negative ecologies and the discovery of the environment.

Environmental Justice in North America

Emphasizing the voices of activists, this book’s diverse contributors examine communities’ common
experiences with environmental injustice, how they organize to address it, and the ways in which their
campaigns intersect with related movements such as Black Lives Matter and Indigenous sovereignty.
The global COVID-19 pandemic exposed the ways in which BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, People of Color)
communities and white working-class communities have suffered disproportionately from the crisis due
to sustained exposure to toxic land, air, and water, creating a new urgency for addressing underlying
conditions of systemic racism and poverty in North America. In addition to exploring the historical roots
of the Environmental Justice movement in the 1980s and 1990s, the volume offers coverage of recent
events such as the DAPL pipeline controversy, the Flint water crisis, and the rise of climate justice.
The collection incorporates the experiences of rural and urban communities, Alaska Natives, Native
Hawaiians, Puerto Ricans, and Indigenous peoples in the U.S., Canada, and Mexico. The chapters
offer instructors, undergraduate and graduate students, and general readers a range of accessible
case studies that create opportunities for comparative and intersectional analysis across geographical
and ethnic boundaries.

Race and the Greening of Atlanta

Race and the Greening of Atlanta turns an environmental lens on Atlanta's ascent to thriving capital
of the Sunbelt over the twentieth century. Uniquely wide ranging in scale, from the city's variegated
neighborhoods up to its place in regional and national political economies, this book reinterprets the
fall of Jim Crow as a democratization born of two metropolitan movements: a well-known one for

civil rights and a lesser known one on behalf of "the environment.” Arising out of Atlanta's Black and
white middle classes respectively, both movements owed much to New Deal capitalism's undermining
of concentrated wealth and power, if not racial segregation, in the Jim Crow South. Placing these

two movements on the same historical page, Christopher C. Sellers spotlights those environmental
inequities, ideals, and provocations that catalyzed their divergent political projects. He then follows the
intermittent, sometimes vital alliances they struck as civil rights activists tackled poverty, as a new
environmental state arose, and as Black politicians began winning elections. Into the 1980s, as a
wealth-concentrating style of capitalism returned to the city and Atlanta became a national "poster
child" for sprawl, the seedbeds spread both for a national environmental justice movement and for an
influential new style of antistatism. Sellers contends that this new conservativism, sweeping the South
with an antienvironmentalism and budding white nationalism that echoed the region's Jim Crow past,
once again challenged the democracy Atlantans had achieved.
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