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Explore how individuals transition to active civic life through volunteering after the cessation of welfare 
benefits, as examined in this insightful Princeton cultural sociology study. This research provides 
a crucial understanding of post-welfare civic engagement, detailing the motivations and societal 
implications of sustained community volunteering, and shedding light on the broader social welfare 
impact on community resilience.
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Making Volunteers

An inside look at how community service organizations really work Volunteering improves inner char-
acter, builds community, cures poverty, and prevents crime. We've all heard this kind of empowerment 
talk from nonprofit and government-sponsored civic programs. But what do these programs really 
accomplish? In Making Volunteers, Nina Eliasoph offers an in-depth, humorous, wrenching, and at 
times uplifting look inside youth and adult civic programs. She reveals an urgent need for policy reforms 
in order to improve these organizations and shows that while volunteers learn important lessons, they 
are not always the lessons that empowerment programs aim to teach. With short-term funding and 
a dizzy mix of mandates from multiple sponsors, community programs develop a complex web of 
intimacy, governance, and civic life. Eliasoph describes the at-risk youth served by such programs, 
the college-bound volunteers who hope to feel selfless inspiration and plump up their resumés, and 
what happens when the two groups are expected to bond instantly through short-term projects. She 
looks at adult "plug-in" volunteers who, working in after-school programs and limited by time, hope to 
become like beloved aunties to youth. Eliasoph indicates that adult volunteers can provide grassroots 
support but they can also undermine the family-like warmth created by paid organizers. Exploring 
contradictions between the democratic rhetoric of empowerment programs and the bureaucratic 
hurdles that volunteers learn to navigate, the book demonstrates that empowerment projects work best 
with less precarious funding, more careful planning, and mandatory training, reflection, and long-term 
commitments from volunteers. Based on participant research inside civic and community organizations, 
Making Volunteers illustrates what these programs can and cannot achieve, and how to make them 
more effective.

The Oxford Handbook of Cultural Sociology
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Explains the social science of cultural sociology, a study of the ways in which culture, society, politics, 
and economy interact in the world.

Inside the Critics’ Circle

An inside look at the politics of book reviewing, from the assignment and writing of reviews to why 
critics think we should listen to what they have to say Taking readers behind the scenes in the world 
of fiction reviewing, Inside the Critics’ Circle explores the ways critics evaluate books despite the 
inherent subjectivity involved and the uncertainties of reviewing when seemingly anyone can be a 
reviewer. Drawing on interviews with critics from such venues as the New York Times, Los Angeles 
Times, and Washington Post, Phillipa Chong delves into the complexities of the review-writing process, 
including the considerations, values, and cultural and personal anxieties that shape what critics do. 
Chong explores how critics are paired with review assignments, why they accept these time-consuming 
projects, how they view their own qualifications for reviewing certain books, and the criteria they employ 
when making literary judgments. She discovers that while their readers are of concern to reviewers, 
they are especially worried about authors on the receiving end of reviews. As these are most likely 
peers who will be returning similar favors in the future, critics’ fears and frustrations factor into their 
willingness or reluctance to write negative reviews. At a time when traditional review opportunities are 
dwindling while other forms of reviewing thrive, book reviewing as a professional practice is being 
brought into question. Inside the Critics’ Circle offers readers a revealing look into critics’ responses to 
these massive transitions and how, through their efforts, literary values get made.

Community-Based Global Learning

International education, service-learning, and community-based global learning programs are ro-
bust with potential. They can positively impact communities, grow civil society networks, and have 
transformative effects for students who become more globally aware and more engaged in global 
civil society – at home and abroad. Yet such programs are also packed with peril. Clear evidence 
indicates that poor forms of such programming have negative impacts on vulnerable persons, including 
medical patients and children, while cementing stereotypes and reinforcing patterns of privilege and 
exclusion. These dangers can be mitigated, however, through collaborative planning, design, and 
evaluation that advances mutually beneficial community partnerships, critically reflective practice, 
thoughtful facilitation, and creative use of resources. Drawing on research and insights from several 
academic disciplines and community partner perspectives, along with the authors’ decades of applied, 
community-based development and education experience, they present a model of community-based 
global learning that clearly espouses an equitable balance between learning methodology and a 
community development philosophy.Emphasizing the key drivers of community-driven learning and 
service, cultural humility and exchange, seeking global citizenship, continuous and diverse forms of 
critically reflective practice, and ongoing attention to power and privilege, this book constitutes a guide 
to course or program design that takes into account the unpredictable and dynamic character of 
domestic and international community-based global learning experiences, the varying characteristics 
of destination communities, and a framework through which to integrate any discipline or collaborative 
project. Readers will appreciate the numerous toolboxes and reflective exercises to help them think 
through the creation of independent programming or courses that support targeted learning and 
community-driven development. The book ultimately moves beyond course and program design to 
explore how to integrate these objectives and values in the wider curriculum and throughout formal 
and informal community-based learning partnerships.

How Civic Action Works

"This book develops a new way to think about how social advocacy works in everyday life. Varied 
scholarly approaches to social advocacy over the past four decades have tended to highlight skilled 
actors who craft rhetorical appeals and pursue resources and opportunities strategically to win their 
ends. Lichterman argues that this approach presents a thin view of culture and oversimplifies action 
as a product of collective actors whose speech and action do not vary by setting. In this study of 
housing advocacy, he turns the analytic lens away from the actors to the social settings and the cultural 
contexts of unfolding action, which allows him to develop a more precise explanation of success and 
failure. Lichterman draws on four years of ethnographic research on four campaigns, three coalitions, 
and twelve organizations that took up affordable housing, homelessness, and related problems in Los 
Angeles. The author follows how the actors' identities, claims and strategies unfold in specific settings 



as they promote new legislation, oppose gentrification, build affordable housing, and pursue health 
and environmental issues alongside housing problems. He finds that the discursive fields are crucial 
contexts that influence the work and that organization style powerfully shapes civic action. How Civic 
Action Works offers a new conceptual framework and research agenda for studies of social advocacy"--

Making Moral Citizens

This fascinating book takes readers inside the world of faith-based progressive community organizing, 
one of the largest and most effective social justice movements in the United States. Drawing on 
rich ethnographic observation and in-depth interviews, Jack Delehanty shows how organizers use 
religion to build power for change. As Delehanty convincingly demonstrates, religion is more than 
beliefs, doctrines, and rituals; within activist communities, it also fuels a process of personal reflection 
and relationship building that transforms people's understandings of themselves, those around them, 
and the political system. Relational practices like one-on-one conversation and public storytelling 
take on new significance in faith-based community organizations. Delehanty reveals how progressive 
organizers use such relational practices to help people see common ground across lines of race, class, 
and religious sect. From this common ground, organizers work to develop and deploy shared ideas of 
moral citizenship that emphasize common dignity, equity, and prosperity and nurture the sense that 
public action is the only way one can live out religious faith.

Empathy Beyond US Borders

Why do colleges and churches travel to help distant others and what does transnational civic engage-
ment actually accomplish?

Billionaire Wilderness

"Billionaire Wilderness offers an unprecedented look inside the world of the ultra-wealthy and their rela-
tionship to the natural world, showing how the ultra-rich use nature to resolve key predicaments in their 
lives. Justin Farrell immerses himself in Teton County, Wyoming--both the richest county in the United 
States and the county with the nation's highest level of income inequality--to investigate interconnected 
questions about money, nature, and community in the twenty-first century. Farrell draws on three years 
of in-depth interviews with "ordinary" millionaires and the world's wealthiest billionaires, four years of 
in-person observation in the community, and original quantitative data to provide comprehensive and 
unique analytical insight on the ultra-wealthy. He also interviewed low-income workers who could speak 
to their experiences as employees for and members of the community with these wealthy people. He 
finds that the wealthy leverage nature to climb even higher on the socioeconomic ladder, and they 
use their engagement with nature and rural people as a way of creating more virtuous and deserving 
versions of themselves. Billionaire Wilderness demonstrates that our contemporary understanding of 
the relationship between the ultra-wealthy and the environment is empirically shallow, and our reliance 
on reports of national economic trends distances us from the real experiences of these people and 
their local communities"--

Civic Imagination

The Civic Imagination provides a rich empirical description of civic life and a broader discussion of the 
future of democracy in contemporary America. Over the course of a year, five researchers observed and 
participated in 7 civic organisations in a mid-sized US city. They draw on this ethnographic evidence to 
map the 'civic imaginations' that motivate citizenship engagement in America today. The book unpacks 
how contemporary Americans think about and act toward positive social and political change while 
the authors' findings challenge contemporary assertions of American apathy. This will be an important 
book for students and academics interested in political science and sociology.

Modernizing Democracy

Modernizing Democracy brings together scholars focusing the role of associations and associating in 
contemporary societies. Organizations and associations have been identified as the “meso level of 
society” and as the “basic elements of democracy”. They are important providers of welfare services 
and play an important role between the individual and political spheres. In recent years the environment 
of associations and associating has changed dramatically. Individualization, commercialization and 
globalization are challenging both democracy and the capability of associations to fulfill the functions 



attributed to them by social sciences. This change provides the central question of the volume: Is being 
part of an organization or association becoming an outdated model? And do associations still have 
the capacity of modernizing societies or are they just outdated remnants of post-democracy? The 
contributions to Modernizing Democracy will be organized into: Studying Association and Associating 
in the 21st Century, Associating in Times of Post-Democracy and Associations and the Challenge of 
Capitalist Development. The book will be attractive to third sector researchers as well as a broader 
academic community of political scientists, sociologists, economists, legal scientists and related 
disciplines.

Science by the People

Studies show that citizen science projects--projects involving nonprofessionals--face dilemmas ranging 
from austerity to presumed boundaries between science and activism. By unpacking the politics of 
citizen science, this book aims to help people negotiate a complex political landscape and choose 
paths moving toward social change and environmental sustainability.

Religion on the Edge

The thirteen essays in this volume offer a challenge to conventional scholarly approaches to the 
sociology of religion. They urge readers to look beyond congregational settings, beyond the United 
States, and to religions other than Christianity, and encourage critical engagement with religion's 
complex social consequences. By expanding conceptual categories, the essays reveal how aspects 
of the religious have always been part of allegedly non-religious spaces and show how, by attending 
to these intellectual blindspots, we can understand aspects of identity, modernity, and institutional life 
that have long been obscured. Religion on the Edge addresses a number of critical questions: What 
is revealed about the self, pluralism, or modernity when we look outside the U.S. or outside Christian 
settings? What do we learn about how and where the religious is actually at work and what its role 
is when we unpack the assumptions about it embedded in the categories we use? Religion on the 
Edge offers groundbreaking new methodologies and models, bringing to light conceptual lacunae, 
re-centering what is unsettled by their use, and inviting a significant reordering of long-accepted political 
and economic hierarchies. The book shows how social scientists across the disciplines can engage with 
the sociology of religion. By challenging many of its long-standing empirical and analytic tendencies, 
the contributors to this volume show how their work informs and is informed by debates in other fields 
and the analytical purchase gained by bringing these many conversations together. Religion on the 
Edge will be a crucial resource for any scholar seeking to understand our post-modern, post-secular 
world.

Magazines and the Making of America

From the colonial era to the onset of the Civil War, Magazines and the Making of America looks at how 
magazines and the individuals, organizations, and circumstances they connected ushered America 
into the modern age. How did a magazine industry emerge in the United States, where there were once 
only amateur authors, clumsy technologies for production and distribution, and sparse reader demand? 
What legitimated magazines as they competed with other media, such as newspapers, books, and 
letters? And what role did magazines play in the integration or division of American society? From their 
first appearance in 1741, magazines brought together like-minded people, wherever they were located 
and whatever interests they shared. As America became socially differentiated, magazines engaged 
and empowered diverse communities of faith, purpose, and practice. Religious groups could distinguish 
themselves from others and demarcate their identities. Social-reform movements could energize 
activists across the country to push for change. People in specialized occupations could meet and 
learn from one another to improve their practices. Magazines built translocal communities—collections 
of people with common interests who were geographically dispersed and could not easily meet 
face-to-face. By supporting communities that crossed various axes of social structure, magazines 
also fostered pluralistic integration. Looking at the important role that magazines had in mediating 
and sustaining critical debates and diverse groups of people, Magazines and the Making of America 
considers how these print publications helped construct a distinctly American society.

Doing Reflexivity

This book provides social science researchers with both a strong rationale for the importance of thinking 
reflexively and a practical guide to doing it. The first book to build on Pierre Bourdieu's reflexive work, 



it combines academic analysis with practical examples and case studies. The book will be of interest 
to researchers and students.

Political Translation

At a time of increasing doubts about political legitimacy, concern for equal and inclusive democratic 
processes and deliberation is sweeping the social sciences. In this empirical study, the author presents 
the collective practices of political translation, which help multilingual and culturally diverse groups work 
together more democratically.

Handbook of Classical Sociological Theory

This is the first handbook focussing on classical social theory. It offers extensive discussions of debates, 
arguments, and discussions in classical theory and how they have informed contemporary sociological 
theory. The book pushes against the conventional classical theory pedagogy, which often focused on 
single theorists and their contributions, and looks at isolating themes capturing the essence of the 
interest of classical theorists that seem to have relevance to modern research questions and theoretical 
traditions. This book presents new approaches to thinking about theory in relationship to sociological 
methods.

Religion and Volunteering

Religion is considered a key predictor of volunteering: the more religious people are, the more likely 
they are to volunteer. This positive association enjoys significant support in current research; in fact, 
it could be considered the ‘default perspective’ on the relationship between both phenomena. In this 
book, the authors claim that, although the dominant approach is legitimate and essential, it nonetheless 
falls short in grasping the full complexity of the interaction between religion and volunteering. It needs 
to be recognized that there are tensions between religion and volunteering, and that these tensions are 
intensifying as a result of the changing meaning and role of religion in society. Therefore, the central aim 
and contribution of this book is to demonstrate that the relationship between religion and volunteering 
is not univocal but differentiated, ambiguous and sometimes provocative. By introducing the reader 
to a much wider landscape of perspectives, this volume offers a richer, more complex and variable 
understanding. Apart from the established positive causality, the authors examine tensions between 
religion and volunteering from the perspective of religious obligation, religious change, processes of 
secularization and notions of post-secularity. They further explore how actions that are considered altru-
istic, politically neutral and motivated by religious beliefs can be used for political reasons. This volume 
opens up the field to new perspectives on religious actors and on how religion and volunteering are 
enacted outside Western liberal and Christian societies. It emphasizes interdisciplinary perspectives, 
including theology, philosophy, sociology, political science, anthropology and architecture.

Back to the Roots

Across the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, urban farmers and gardeners are reclaiming cultural 
traditions linked to food, farming, and health; challenging systemic racism and injustice in the food 
system; demanding greater community control of resources in marginalized neighborhoods; and 
moving towards their visions of more equitable urban futures. As part of this urgent work, urban farmers 
and gardeners encounter and reckon with both the cultural meanings and material legacies of the past. 
Drawing on their narratives, Back to the Roots demonstrates that urban agriculture is a critical domain 
for explorations of, and challenges to, the long standing inequalities that shape both the materiality of 
cities and the bodies of their inhabitants.

The Politics of Surviving

"A trauma revolution is quietly sweeping social services in the United States. For women who have 
experienced domestic violence, proving that you are a "good victim" is no longer enough when 
navigating these institutions. Women must also show that they are recovering, as if domestic violence 
were a disease: they must show that they are transforming from "victims" into "survivors." Through 
archival research, life story interviews, and participation observation, The Politics of Surviving shows 
that "becoming" a survivor is full of contradictions, perils, politics, and pleasures. Using an intersectional 
lens, Paige L. Sweet reveals how the idea of "resilience" and being a "survivor" can become a coercive 
force in women's lives. With nuance and compassion, The Politics of Surviving wrestles with questions 



about the gendered nature of the welfare state, the unintended consequences of feminist mobilizations 
for these programs, and the women who are left behind by the limited forms of citizenship we offer 
them"--

The New Politics of Numbers

This open access book offers unique insight into how and where ideas and instruments of quantification 
have been adopted, and how they have come to matter. Rather than asking what quantification is, 
New Politics of Numbers explores what quantification does, its manifold consequences in multiple 
domains. It scrutinizes the power of numbers in terms of the changing relations between numbers and 
democracy, the politics of evidence, and dreams and schemes of bettering society. The book engages 
Foucault inspired studies of quantification and the economics of convention in a critical dialogue. In 
so doing, it provides a rich account of the plurality of possible ways in which numbers have come to 
govern, highlighting not only their disciplinary effects, but also the collective mobilization capacities 
quantification can offer. This book will be invaluable reading for academics and graduate students in 
a wide variety of disciplines, as well as policymakers interested in the opportunities and pitfalls of 
governance by numbers.

Partisans and Partners

Partisans and partners -- Keynesianism -- The old families -- The lions of labor -- Politics embedded in 
community governance: the community leadership party -- Neoliberalism -- The political construction 
of partnership -- Prairieville's business community in transition -- The Ben Denison campaign: how 
partners failed to colonize politics -- Neoliberalism (continued): politics disembedded from community 
-- Governance -- The activist party -- What regular people think -- How Obama won the heartland 
(thrice) -- Conclusion: the politics of the post-Keynesian society

Data Analysis in Qualitative Research

From two experts in the field comes an accessible, how-to guide that will help researchers think more 
productively about the relation between theory and data at every stage of their work. In Data Analysis 
in Qualitative Research, Iddo Tavory and Stefan Timmermans provide a how-to guide filled with tricks 
of the trade for researchers who hope to take excellent qualitative data and transform it into powerful 
scholarship. In their previous book, Abductive Analysis: Theorizing Qualitative Research, Timmermans 
and Tavory offered a toolkit for innovative theorizing in the social sciences. In this companion, they go 
one step further to show how to uncover the surprising revelations that lie waiting in qualitative data—in 
sociology and beyond. In this book, they lay out a series of tools designed to help both novice and expert 
scholars see and understand their data in surprising ways. Timmermans and Tavory show researchers 
how to “stack the deck” of qualitative research in favor of locating surprising findings that may lead to 
theoretical breakthroughs, whether by engaging with theory, discussing research strategies, or walking 
the reader through the process of coding data. From beginning to end of a research project, Data 
Analysis in Qualitative Research helps social scientists pinpoint the most promising paths to take in 
their approach.

Fighting Discrimination in a Hostile Political Environment

The book investigates the experience of ethno-racial discrimination in France and the forms that 
resistance takes in a colour-blind context. Among pluriethnic, multi-religious, post-colonial states with 
a long immigration history, France holds a specific place in international comparisons due to its distinct 
colour-blindness. It does not recognize racial or ethnic groups either as legitimate social or political 
categories or as targets for policy. Nevertheless, the book embarks in testing existing theories on the 
experience of discrimination, and on the diverse repertoire of collective action to fight discriminatory 
practices in France. It features chapters that draw on empirical qualitative research done at various 
levels of political action (city, regional or national) and focusing on various actors (inhabitants, activists, 
administrative, judicial and elected officials). The contributors argue that far from disappearing, race op-
erates at the political level and is embedded in policy design. They highlight the centrality of institutions 
and policies in the production of a colour-blind racial regime. Despite the hostile character of the French 
political environment, the fight against discrimination takes renewed forms, from infrapolitical tactics to 
legal battles. While the social sciences have, themselves, been under attack, scholarship on France 
demonstrates the reproduction of ethnoracial inequalities and investigates the forms that resistance to 
discrimination takes. Fighting Discrimination in a Hostile Political Environment will be a key resource 



for academics, researchers, and advanced students of Race and Ethnic Studies, Politics and Public 
Policy, European Studies, Research Methods and Sociology. This book was originally published as a 
special issue of Ethnic and Racial Studies.

Handbook of Democratic Innovation and Governance

Democratic innovations are proliferating in politics, governance, policy, and public administration. These 
new processes of public participation are reimagining the relationship between citizens and institutions. 
This Handbook advances understanding of democratic innovations, in theory and practice, by critically 
reviewing their importance throughout the world. The overarching themes are a focus on citizens and 
their relationship to these innovations, and the resulting effects on political equality. The Handbook 
therefore offers a definitive overview of existing research on democratic innovations, while also setting 
the agenda for future research and practice.

Tangled Goods

"The advertising industry seems like one of the most craven manifestations of capitalism, with large 
firms crafting creative concepts designed to make big companies bigger through the sale of dubious 
if not downright harmful products. In Tangled Goods, authors Iddo Tavory, Sonia Prelat, and Shelly 
Ronen consider an important dimension of the advertising industry that appears to depart from the 
industry's consumerist foundations: pro bono ad campaigns. Interviewing more than 100 advertisers, 
the authors trace the complicated web of meanings of the "good" in these pro bono projects. Doing 
something altruistic often helps employees feel more at ease working for big pharma or corporate 
banks, and often these projects afford them greater creative leeway than they normally have, not to 
mention greater potential rewards and recognition. Though the authors uncover selfish motivations 
behind altruistic work, they are more interested in considering how these various notions of the good 
come together and fall apart, with different motivations and benefits rising to the surface at different 
moments. This book sheds new light on how goodness and prestige, personal and altruistic motivations, 
interact to produce value for individuals and institutions"--

Perspectives on Volunteering

�This volume overlooks the distinct expressions and awareness of volunteering in the lived reality 
of people from different regions of the world. By casting the net widely this book not only expands 
the geographic reach of experiences, models and case studies but also transcends the conventional 
focus on formal volunteering. It highlights institutional forms of volunteering specific to developing 
nations and also describes volunteering that is more loosely institutionalized, informal, and a part of 
solidarity and collective spirit. As a result this book provides a different look at the values, meaning, 
acts and expressions of volunteering. The chapters in this book consist of essays and case studies that 
present recent academic research, thinking and practice on volunteering. Working from the premise 
that volunteering is universal this collection draws on experiences from Latin America, Africa including 
Egypt, and Asia. This book focuses on developing countries and countries in transition in order to 
provide a fresh set of experiences and perspectives on volunteering. While developing countries and 
countries in transition are in the spotlight for this volume, the developed country experience is not 
ignored. Rather the essays use it as a critical reference point for comparisons, allowing points of 
convergence, disconnect and intersection to emerge.

Common Enemies

For over a hundred years, millions of Americans have joined together to fight a common enemy by 
campaigning against diseases. In Common Enemies, Rachel Kahn Best asks why disease campaigns 
have dominated a century of American philanthropy and health policy and how the fixation on diseases 
shapes efforts to improve lives. Combining quantitative and qualitative analyses in an unprecedented 
history of disease politics, Best shows that to achieve consensus, disease campaigns tend to neglect 
stigmatized diseases and avoid controversial goals. But despite their limitations, disease campaigns 
do not crowd out efforts to solve other problems. Instead, they teach Americans to give and volunteer 
and build up public health infrastructure, bringing us together to solve problems and improve our lives.

The Muslim Social



Since coming to power in 2003, Turkey’s governing party, the AKP, has made poverty relief a central part 
of their political program. In addition to neoliberal reforms, AKP’s program has involved an emphasis 
on Islamic charity that is unprecedented in the history of the Turkish Republic. To understand the 
causes and consequences of this phenomenon, Zencirci introduces the concept of the Muslim Social, 
defined as a welfare regime that reimagined and reconfigured Islamic charitable practices to address 
the complex needs of a modern market society. In The Muslim Social, Zencirci explores the blending of 
religious values and neoliberal elements in dynamic, flexible, and unexpected ways. Although these 
governmental assemblages of Islamic neoliberalism produced new forms of generosity, distinctive 
notions of poverty, and novel ways of relating to others in society, Zencirci reveals how this welfare 
regime privileged managerial efficiency and emotional well-being at the expense of other objectives 
such as equality, development, or justice. The book provides a lens onto the everyday life of Islamic 
neoliberalism, while also mapping the kind of political concerns that animate poverty governance in 
our capitalist present.

The Nonprofit Sector

“Timely, unique, and definitive . . . not only chronicles the history of the nonprofit sector but also provides 
a broad but critical analysis of its current state.” —Vartan Gregorian, President, Carnegie Corporation 
of New York The nonprofit sector has changed in fundamental ways in recent decades. As the sector 
has grown in scope and size, both domestically and internationally, the boundaries between for-profit, 
governmental, and charitable organizations have become intertwined. Nonprofits are increasingly 
challenged on their roles in mitigating or exacerbating inequality. And debates flare over the role of 
voluntary organizations in democratic and autocratic societies alike. The Nonprofit Sector takes up 
these concerns and offers a cutting-edge empirical and theoretical assessment of the state of the 
field. This book, now in its third edition, brings together leading researchers—economists, historians, 
philosophers, political scientists, and sociologists along with scholars from communication, education, 
law, management, and policy schools—to investigate the impact of associational life. Chapters consider 
the history of the nonprofit sector and of philanthropy; the politics of the public sphere; governance, 
mission, and engagement; access and inclusion; and global perspectives on nonprofit organizations. 
Across this comprehensive range of topics, The Nonprofit Sector makes an essential contribution to 
the study of civil society. Praise for previous editions “Takes a decidedly multidisciplinary approach . . . 
.invaluable.” —Journal of Policy Analysis and Management “A major contribution to the field.” —Social 
Forces

The SAGE Handbook of the Sociology of Work and Employment

The SAGE Handbook of the Sociology of Work and Employment is a landmark collection of original 
contributions by leading specialists from around the world. The coverage is both comprehensive and 
comparative (in terms of time and space) and each ‘state of the art’ chapter provides a critical review 
of the literature combined with some thoughts on the direction of research. This authoritative text is 
structured around six core themes: Historical Context and Social Divisions The Experience of Work 
The Organization of Work Nonstandard Work and Employment Work and Life beyond Employment 
Globalization and the Future of Work. Globally, the contours of work and employment are changing 
dramatically. This handbook helps academics and practitioners make sense of the impact of these 
changes on individuals, groups, organizations and societies. Written in an accessible style with a helpful 
introduction, the retrospective and prospective nature of this volume will be an essential resource for 
students, teachers and policy-makers across a range of fields, from business and management, to 
sociology and organization studies.

Prisms of the People

Grassroots organizing and collective action have always been fundamental to American democracy 
but have been burgeoning since the 2016 election, as people struggle to make their voices heard 
in this moment of societal upheaval. Unfortunately much of that action has not had the kind of 
impact participants might want, especially among movements representing the poor and marginalized 
who often have the most at stake when it comes to rights and equality. Yet, some instances of 
collective action have succeeded. What’s the difference between a movement that wins victories for its 
constituents, and one that fails? What are the factors that make collective action powerful? Prisms of the 
People addresses those questions and more. Using data from six movement organizations—including 
a coalition that organized a 104-day protest in Phoenix in 2010 and another that helped restore 



voting rights to the formerly incarcerated in Virginia—Hahrie Han, Elizabeth McKenna, and Michelle 
Oyakawa show that the power of successful movements most often is rooted in their ability to act as 
“prisms of the people,” turning participation into political power just as prisms transform white light 
into rainbows. Understanding the organizational design choices that shape the people, their leaders, 
and their strategies can help us understand how grassroots groups achieve their goals. Linking strong 
scholarship to a deep understanding of the needs and outlook of activists, Prisms of the People is the 
perfect book for our moment—for understanding what’s happening and propelling it forward.

Microfoundations of Institutions

The notion of microfoundations has received growing interest in neo-institutional theory along with an 
interest in microfoundational research in disciplines such as strategic management and economics.

Participatory Democracy in Southern Europe

Using a highly original multi-method approach, this book examines a wide range of innovative institu-
tional participatory processes across Spain, Italy and France.

The New Handbook of Political Sociology

Political sociology is a large and expanding field with many new developments, and The New Handbook 
of Political Sociology supplies the knowledge necessary to keep up with this exciting field. Written by 
a distinguished group of leading scholars in sociology, this volume provides a survey of this vibrant 
and growing field in the new millennium. The Handbook presents the field in six parts: theories of 
political sociology, the information and knowledge explosion, the state and political parties, civil society 
and citizenship, the varieties of state policies, and globalization and how it affects politics. Covering 
all subareas of the field with both theoretical orientations and empirical studies, it directly connects 
scholars with current research in the field. A total reconceptualization of the first edition, the new 
handbook features nine additional chapters and highlights the impact of the media and big data.

Continuity and Change in Voluntary Action

There are great expectations of voluntary action in contemporary Britain but limited in-depth insight into 
the level, distribution and understanding of what constitutes voluntary activity. Drawing on extensive 
survey data and written accounts of citizen engagement, this book charts change and continuity in 
voluntary activity since 1981. How voluntary action has been defined and measured is considered 
alongside individuals’ accounts of their participation and engagement in volunteering over their life-
courses. Addressing fundamental questions such as whether the public are cynical about or receptive 
to calls for greater voluntary action, the book considers whether respective government expectations 
of volunteering can really be fulfilled. Is Britain really a “shared society”, or a “big society”, and 
what is the scope for expansion of voluntary effort? This pioneering study combines rich, qualitative 
material from the Mass Observation Archive between 1981 and 2012, and data from many longitudinal 
and cross-sectional social surveys. Part of the Third Sector Research Series, this book is informed 
by research undertaken at the Third Sector Research Centre, funded by the Economic and Social 
Research Council and Barrow Cadbury Trust.

The SAGE Handbook of Current Developments in Grounded Theory

Extensively updated and with eight new chapters, this remains the definitive resource on Grounded 
Theory for advanced students and researchers across the social sciences.

Inventing the Ties That Bind

At a time of deep political divisions, leaders have called on ordinary Americans to talk to one another: to 
share their stories, listen empathetically, and focus on what they have in common, not what makes them 
different. In Inventing the Ties that Bind, Francesca Polletta questions this popular solution for healing 
our rifts. Talking the way that friends do is not the same as equality, she points out. And initiatives that 
bring strangers together for friendly dialogue may provide fleeting experiences of intimacy, but do not 
supply the enduring ties that solidarity requires. But Polletta also studies how Americans cooperate 
outside such initiatives, in social movements, churches, unions, government, and in their everyday 
lives. She shows that they often act on behalf of people they see as neighbors, not friends, as allies, 
not intimates, and people with whom they have an imagined relationship, not a real one. To repair our 



fractured civic landscape, she argues, we should draw on the rich language of solidarity that Americans 
already have.

Navigating Conflict

Urban schools are often associated with violence, chaos, and youth aggression. But is this reputation 
really the whole picture? In Navigating Conflict, Calvin Morrill and Michael Musheno challenge the 
violence-centered conventional wisdom of urban youth studies, revealing instead the social ingenuity 
with which teens informally and peacefully navigate strife-ridden peer trouble. Taking as their focus 
a multi-ethnic, high-poverty school in the American southwest, the authors complicate our vision of 
urban youth, along the way revealing the resilience of students in the face of carceral disciplinary 
tactics. Grounded in sixteen years of ethnographic fieldwork, Navigating Conflict draws on archival 
and institutional evidence to locate urban schools in more than a century of local, state, and national 
change. Morrill and Musheno make the case for schools that work, where negative externalities are 
buffered and policies are adapted to ever-evolving student populations. They argue that these kinds of 
schools require meaningful, inclusive student organizations for sustaining social trust and collective 
peer dignity alongside responsive administrative leadership. Further, students must be given the 
freedom to associate and move among their peers, all while in the vicinity of watchful, but not intrusive 
adults. Morrill and Musheno make a compelling case for these foundational conditions, arguing that only 
through them can schools enable a rich climate for learning, achievement, and social advancement.

Making Diabetes

Diabetes is regarded as one of the most challenging global health issues of the 21st century. Especially 
countries with weak health infrastructure are struggling to deal with the increased demands this chronic 
disease entails. Tracing the effects of a diagnostic device, the glucometer, this book examines how it 
contributes to the making of diabetes in contemporary Uganda. Arlena S. Liggins demonstrates that 
depending on who uses the glucometer, the outcomes may go far beyond diagnosis. The book draws 
a complex picture of hopes and misplaced expectations, of trust and mistrust in a technology to which 
access in the first place is all but a given.

L'associarsi quotidiano

Che cosa fanno i cittadini quando fondano o partecipano a un’associazione? E, ancora prima, che 
cosa possono fare? Queste le domande di partenza del volume di Sebastiano Citroni sulla quotidianità 
dell’associazionismo. A partire da un’indagine etnografica, che restituisce concretezza al vissuto dei 
protagonisti e alla specificità delle pratiche, vengono analizzati la diffusione di nuove forme d’impegno 
civico a livello individuale, il crescente peso dell’organizzazione di eventi nel repertorio d’azione degli 
enti di terzo settore e la contrattualizzazione dei loro rapporti con enti pubblici e privati finanziatori. 
Per ciascuna di queste trasformazioni, i risultati di ricerca mostrano come gli stili associativi filtrino e 
“metaforizzino” nella vita quotidiana di gruppo i fattori generali di contesto nell’ambito dei quali l’azione 
civica prende forma. La ricerca etnografica condotta da Citroni invita così ad abbandonare ogni facile 
retorica sulla neo-liberalizzazione del terzo settore e mostra quanto la sua azione come società civile 
si dispieghi anche sul piano ordinario degli stili dell’associarsi quotidiano e del loro potere istituente.
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