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Delve into a critical examination of cultic violence within religious contexts, moving beyond simplistic 
'brainwashing' narratives. This resource explores diverse perspectives on how elements of religion can 
intersect with violence, offering a nuanced understanding of these complex and often hidden dynamics 
in both cultic and broader religious settings.
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Beyond Brainwashing

This analysis reviews the state of the question regarding theories of cultic violence. It introduces defin-
itions and vocabulary and presents relevant historical examples of religious violence. It then discusses 
the 1960s and 1970s, the period immediately before the Jonestown tragedy. Considerations of the 
post-Jonestown (1978), and then post-Waco (1993) literature follow. After 9/11 (2001), some of the 
themes identified in previous decades reappear. The book concludes by examining the current problem 
of repression and harassment directed at religious believers. Legal discrimination by governments, as 
well as persecution of religious minorities by non-state actors, has challenged earlier fears about cultic 
violence.

Cults, Religion, and Violence

Explores recent high profile cases of new religious movements involved in violence.

Brainwashing

The events of January 6, 2021 gave new currency to the idea of brainwashing. Some claimed that 
Trump's followers had been brainwashed, while others insisted that a 'deep state' had brainwashed 
most Americans into accepting a rigged election. Scholars who explain that brainwashing theories 
have long been rejected by most academics and courts of law find it difficult to be heard. Brainwashing 
nevertheless remains a convenient explanation of how seemingly normal citizens convert to unusual 
religious or political ideologies. This Element traces its origins to the idea that conversion to deviant 
beliefs is due to black magic. A more scientific hypnosis later replaced magic and the Cold War intro-
duced the supposedly infallible technique of brainwashing. From the 1960s, new religious movements, 
more commonly called cults, were accused of using brainwashing. Most scholars of religion reject the 
theory as pseudoscience, but the controversy continues to this day.
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Peoples Temple and Jonestown in the Twenty-First Century

The new religious movement of Peoples Temple, begun in the 1950s, came to a dramatic end with the 
mass murders and suicides that occurred in Jonestown, Guyana, in 1978. This analysis presents the 
historical context for understanding the Temple by focusing on the ways that migrations from Indiana 
to California and finally to the Cooperative Republic of Guyana shaped the life and thought of Temple 
members. It closely examines the religious beliefs, political philosophies, and economic commitments 
held by the group, and it shifts the traditional focus on the leader and founder, Jim Jones, to the 
individuals who made up the heart and soul of the movement. It also investigates the paradoxical role 
that race and racism played throughout the life of the Temple. The Element concludes by considering 
the ways in which Peoples Temple and the tragedy at Jonestown have entered the popular imagination 
and captured international attention.

The Sound Current Tradition

The practice of listening to subtle, inner sounds during meditation to concentrate and elevate the 
mind has a long history in various religions around the world, including Islam, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism. Today there are a number of new religious movements that have 
made listening to the inner sound current a cornerstone of their teachings. These groups include the 
Radhasoamis, the Divine Light Mission, Eckankar, the Movement of Spiritual Inner Awareness (MSIA), 
MasterPath, the Sawan-Kirpal Mission, Quan Yin/Ching Hai, Manavta Mandir, ISHA, and a number 
of others. In this study we provide a historical and comprehensive overview of these movements and 
how they have incorporated listening to the inner sound as part of their spiritual discipline. We are 
particularly interested in the distinctive and nuanced ways that each group teaches how to listen to the 
inner sound current and how they interpret it in their own unique theologies.

The Christian Countercult Movement

Many seemingly strange questions on yoga, salvation, religious pluralism, and so forth have been 
actively debated among members of a small but influential group of evangelical apologists known 
as the Christian countercult movement. This Element explores the history of this movement from 
its origins in the anti-heresy writings of the early church to its modern development as a reaction 
to religious pluralism in North America. It contrasts the apologetic Christian countercult movement 
with its secular anticult counterpart and explains how faith-based opposition both to new religious 
movements and to non-Christian religions will only deepen as religious pluralism increases. It provides 
a concise understanding of the two principal goals of Christian countercult apologetics: support for 
the evangelization of non-Christian believers and maintenance for the perceived superiority of the 
evangelical Christian worldview.

Hare Krishna in the Twenty-First Century

Was the tragedy at Jonestown "an isolated case," or was it "an example of extremist cult behavior that 
emerges in times of great social upheaval?" The answer to this question, according to the contributors 
to this book, is important to all Americans as a basis for evaluating social and educational policy. Part I 
considers the general topic of sect violence, offering three positions. Chapter 1 contends that societal 
disruptions of the 1970's spawned distortions of alienation and devotion, resulting in "both extremely 
hostile and extremely selfless behavior. " Chapter 2 denies that the People's Temple resembled other 
new religious groups in significant ways, maintaining that the Jonestown massacre was a secular rather 
than a religious event. Chapter 3 takes an in-between position, holding that the People's Temple shared 
apocalyptic and communitarian views with other modern cults, but differed in respect to its leader's 
radicalism and paranoia. Part II presents three conceptual models for analyzing the People's Temple. 
Part III deals with reactions to Jonestown and other cult behavior, especially overreactions. Part IV, 
Chapter 11, is a first-hand account by a disillusioned former member who was murdered, reportedly 
by a People's Temple "hit squad," in February 1980, just after completing this chapter.

Violence and Religious Commitment

After 9/11, many writers have posited the relationship between Islam and violence as either elemental 
or anomalous. Khaleel Mohammed defines Islam as transcending the usual understanding of religion, 
being instead like a 'sacred canopy' that provides meaning for every aspect of life. In addition, he shows 
that violence has both physical and psychological dimensions and expounds at length on jihad. He 



traces the term's metamorphosis of meaning from a struggle in any worthy cause to war and finally 
to its present-day extension to include martyrdom and terrorism. Finally, he covers the dimensions of 
violence in the Islamic law and the institutional patriarchy.

Islam and Violence

Sacrifice is not simply an expression of religious beliefs. Its highly symbolic nature lends itself to various 
kinds of manipulation by those carrying it out, who may use the ritual in maintaining and negotiating 
power and identity in carefully staged 'performances'. This Element will examine some of the many 
different types of sacrifice and ritual killing of human beings through history, from Bronze Age China 
and the Near East to Mesoamerica to Northern Europe. The focus is on the archaeology of human 
sacrifice, but where available, textual and iconographic sources provide valuable complements to the 
interpretation of the material.

Human Sacrifice

Revenge is an important motivation in human affairs relating to conflict and violence, and it is a notable 
feature in many societies within Oceania, where revenge is traditionally a sacred duty to the dead whose 
spirits demand it. Revenge instantiates a norm of reciprocity in the cosmos, ensuring a balance between 
violent and peaceful sequences of ritual action. Revenge further remains an important hidden factor 
in processes of violence beyond Oceania, revealing deep human propensities for retaliatory acts and 
the tendency to elevate these into principles of legitimacy. Sacred revenge may also be transcended 
through practices of wealth exchange.

Sacred Revenge in Oceania

This Element explores the potential in Judaism to incite Jews to engage in violence against non-Jews. 
The analysis proceeds in historical fashion, with sections devoted to the Hebrew Bible, rabbinic 
Judaism, medieval and early modern Judaism, and modern Zionism. The last topic is given special 
attention because of its relevance to the current Middle East conflict. This Element also draws on 
insights from social psychology to explain Jewish violence - particularly Social Identity Theory.

Judaism and Violence

A collection of 21 essays, this volume presents a multidisciplinary examination of the issues and 
controversies raised by the activities of religious cults.

The Brainwashing/deprogramming Controversy

The authors are proud sponsors of the 2020 SAGE Keith Roberts Teaching Innovations Award—en-
abling graduate students and early career faculty to attend the annual ASA pre-conference teaching 
and learning workshop. Religion in Sociological Perspective introduces students to the systems of 
meaning, structure, and belonging that make up the complex social phenomena we know as religion. 
Authors Keith A. Roberts and David Yamane use an active learning approach to illustrate the central 
theories and methods of research in the sociology of religion and show students how to apply these 
analytical tools to new groups they encounter. The Seventh Edition departs from previous editions by 
emphasizing that the sociology of religion is an ongoing conversation among scholars in dialogue with 
existing scholarship and the social world. This perspective is established in the new second chapter, 
"Historical Development of the Sociology of Religion." Other chapters feature important voices from 
the past alongside the views of contemporary sociologists, and conclude with a glimpse of where 
the sociology of religion might be heading in the future. At every opportunity, the text has been 
enriched by research and examples that are meant to challenge parochial limits in the sociology of 
religion, pushing beyond Christianity, congregations, beliefs, national borders (especially the United 
States), and even beyond religion itself (to take nonreligion more seriously). Included with this title: 
The password-protected Instructor Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to 
all text-specific resources, including a test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides. A 
student activity guide includes chapter specific exercises linked to resources within the ARDA.

Religion in Sociological Perspective

Falun Gong, founded by Li Hongzhi in 1992, attracted international attention in 1999 after staging 
a demonstration outside government offices in Beijing. It was subsequently banned. Followers then 



created a number of media outlets outside China focused on protesting the PRC's attack on the 'human 
rights' of practitioners. This volume focuses on Falun Gong and violence. Though the author notes 
accusations of how Chinese authorities have abused and tortured practitioners, the volume will focus on 
Li Hongzhi's teachings about 'spiritual warfare', and how these teachings have motivated practitioners 
to deliberately seek brutalization and martyrdom.

Falun Gong

The author of the widely praised Wordslut analyzes the social science of cult influence: how cultish 
groups from Jonestown and Scientology to SoulCycle and social media gurus use language as the 
ultimate form of power. What makes “cults” so intriguing and frightening? What makes them powerful? 
The reason why so many of us binge Manson documentaries by the dozen and fall down rabbit holes 
researching suburban moms gone QAnon is because we’re looking for a satisfying explanation for what 
causes people to join—and more importantly, stay in—extreme groups. We secretly want to know: could 
it happen to me? Amanda Montell’s argument is that, on some level, it already has . . . Our culture tends 
to provide pretty flimsy answers to questions of cult influence, mostly having to do with vague talk of 
“brainwashing.” But the true answer has nothing to do with freaky mind-control wizardry or Kool-Aid. 
In Cultish, Montell argues that the key to manufacturing intense ideology, community, and us/them 
attitudes all comes down to language. In both positive ways and shadowy ones, cultish language is 
something we hear—and are influenced by—every single day. Through juicy storytelling and cutting 
original research, Montell exposes the verbal elements that make a wide spectrum of communities 
“cultish,” revealing how they affect followers of groups as notorious as Heaven’s Gate, but also how 
they pervade our modern start-ups, Peloton leaderboards, and Instagram feeds. Incisive and darkly 
funny, this enrapturing take on the curious social science of power and belief will make you hear the 
fanatical language of “cultish” everywhere.

Cultish

Written by a cult survivor and renowned expert on cults and totalitarianism, Terror, Love and Brain-
washing draws on the author’s 25 years of study and research to explain how almost anyone, given the 
right set of circumstances, can be radically manipulated to engage in otherwise incomprehensible and 
often dangerous acts. Illustrated with compelling stories from a range of cults and totalitarian systems, 
from religious to political to commercial, the book defines and analyses the common and identifiable 
traits that underlie almost all these groups. It focuses on how charismatic, authoritarian leaders control 
their followers’ attachment relationships via manipulative social structures and ideologies so that, 
emotionally and cognitively isolated, they become unable to act in their own survival interests. Using 
the evolutionary theory of attachment to demonstrate the psychological impact of these environments, 
and incorporating the latest neuroscientific findings, Stein illustrates how the combined dynamic of 
terror and ‘love’ works to break down people’s ability to think and behave rationally. From small local 
cults to global players like ISIS and North Korea, the impact of these movements is widespread and 
growing. This important book offers clarity and a unique perspective on the dynamics of these systems 
of control, and concludes with guidance to foster greater awareness and prevention. It will be essential 
reading for mental health professionals in the field, as well as policy makers, legal professionals, cult 
survivors, and their families, as well as anyone with an interest in these disturbing groups. Students of 
social and developmental psychology will also find it fascinating.

Terror, Love and Brainwashing

Informed by Erik Erikson's concept of the formation of ego identity, this book, which first appreared in 
1961, is an analysis of the experiences of fifteen Chinese citizens and twenty-five Westerners who 
underwent "brainwashing" by the Communist Chinese government. Robert Lifton constructs these 
case histories through personal interviews and outlines a thematic pattern of death and rebirth, 
accompanied by feelings of guilt, that characterizes the process of "thought reform." In a new preface, 
Lifton addresses the implications of his model for the study of American religious cults.

Thought Reform and the Psychology of Totalism

The American public’s perception of New Religious Movements (NRMs) as fundamentally harmful 
cults stems from the "anticult" movement of the 1970s, which gave a sometimes hysterical and often 
distorted image of NRMs to the media. At the same time, academics pioneered a new field, studying 
these same NRMs from sociological and historical perspectives. They offered an interpretation that ran 



counter to that of the anticult movement. For these scholars in the new field of NRM studies, NRMs 
were legitimate religions deserving of those freedoms granted to established religions. Those scholars 
in NRM studies continued to evolve methods and theories to study NRMs. This book tells their story. 
Each chapter begins with a biography of a key person involved in studying NRMs. The narrative unfolds 
chronologically, beginning with late nineteenth- and early-twentieth century perceptions of religions 
alternative to the mainstream. Then the focus shifts to those early efforts, in the 1960s and 1970s, to 
comprehend the growing phenomena of cults or NRMs using the tools of academic disciplines. The 
book’s midpoint is a chapter that looks closely at the scholarship of the anticult movement, and from 
there moves forward in time to the present, highlighting themes in the study of NRMs like violence, 
gender, and reflexive ethnography. No other book has used the scholars of NRMs as the focus for a 
study in this way. The material in this volume is, therefore, a fascinating viewpoint from which to explore 
the origins of this vibrant academic community, as well as analyse the practice of Religious Studies 
more generally.

A Historical Introduction to the Study of New Religious Movements

Describes the psychological techniques cults use to indoctrinate their members and discusses depro-
gramming.

Combatting Cult Mind Control

With an emphasis on detailed and truly contemporary case studies, Lundskow offers a provocative and 
compelling exploration of the Sociology of Religion.

The Sociology of Religion

Militant Islam provides a sociological framework for understanding the rise and character of recent 
Islamic militancy. It takes a systematic approach to the phenomenon and includes analysis of cases 
from around the world, comparisons with militancy in other religions, and their causes and conse-
quences. The sociological concepts and theories examined in the book include those associated with 
social closure, social movements, nationalism, risk, fear and ‘de-civilising’. These are applied within 
three main themes; characteristics of militant Islam, multi-layered causes and the consequences of 
militancy, in particular Western reactions within the ‘war on terror’. Interrelationships between religious 
and secular behaviour, ‘terrorism’ and ‘counter-terrorism’, popular support and opposition are explored. 
Through the examination of examples from across Muslim societies and communities, the analysis 
challenges the popular tendency to concentrate upon ‘al-Qa’ida’ and the Middle East. This book will 
be of interest to students of Sociology, Political Science and International Relations, in particular those 
taking courses on Islam, religion, terrorism, political violence and related regional studies.

Militant Islam

This in-depth investigation of Peoples Temple and its tragic end at Jonestown corrects sensationalized 
misunderstandings of the group and places its individual members within the broader context of religion 
in America. Most people understand Peoples Temple through its violent disbanding following events 
in Jonestown, Guyana, where more than 900 Americans committed murder and suicide in a jungle 
commune. Media coverage of the event sensationalized the group and obscured the background of 
those who died. The view that emerged thirty years ago continues to dominate understanding of 
Jonestown today, despite the dozens of books, articles, and documentaries that have appeared. This 
book provides a fresh perspective on Peoples Temple, locating the group within the context of religion 
in America and offering a contemporary history that corrects the inaccuracies often associated with 
the group and its demise. Although Peoples Temple had some of the characteristics many associate 
with cults, it also shared many characteristics of black religion in America. Moreover, it is crucial to 
understand how the organization fits into the social and political movements of the 1950s, 1960s, 
and 1970s: race, class, colonialism, gender, and other issues dominated the times and so dominated 
the consciousness of the members of Peoples Temple. Here, Rebecca Moore, who lost three family 
members in the events in Guyana, offers a framework for U.S. social, cultural, and political history that 
helps readers to better understand Peoples Temple and its members.

Understanding Jonestown and Peoples Temple



The Prevent strategy, launched in 2007 seeks to stop people becoming terrorists or supporting terror-
ism both in the UK and overseas. It is the preventative strand of the government's counter-terrorism 
strategy, CONTEST. Over the past few years Prevent has not been fully effective and it needs to 
change. This review evaluates work to date and sets out how Prevent will be implemented in the future. 
Specifically Prevent will aim to: respond to the ideological challenge of terrorism and the threat we face 
from those who promote it; prevent people from being drawn into terrorism and ensure that they are 
given appropriate advice and support; and work with sectors and institutions where there are risks of 
radicalization which need to be addressed

Prevent strategy

Does religion cause terrorism? This volume presents a range of theories and case studies that address 
this important issue.

The Cambridge Companion to Religion and Terrorism

Sick of religion? So was Jesus. In this expanded edition of the bestselling The End of Religion, Bruxy 
Cavey asks: Has Christianity missed the point? Was Jesus setting up a new religion or abolishing 
the entire concept? Have Christians gotten faith in Jesus pretty much right—or all wrong? Thoroughly 
revised and updated, The End of Religion now includes five entirely new chapters by the author, a new 
preface, and updates throughout. Join Bruxy Cavey in a dynamic, breath-taking investigation into what 
Jesus was all about. Find out how twenty-first-century people can live into the subversive spirituality of 
Jesus. Jesus lived a scandalous life. Shouldn’t we?

The End of Religion

Twenty-five years after the tragedy at Jonestown, they assess the impact of the black religious 
experience on Peoples Temple.

Peoples Temple and Black Religion in America

The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements both covers the current state of the field and breaks 
new ground. Its contributors, drawn form both sociology and religious studies, are leading figures in 
the study of NRMs.

The Oxford Handbook of New Religious Movements

The 1993 government assault on the Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Texas, resulted in the 
deaths of four federal agents and eighty Branch Davidians, including seventeen children. Whether these 
tragic deaths could have been avoided is still debatable, but what seems clear is that the events in Texas 
have broad implications for religious freedom in America. James Tabor and Eugene Gallagher's bold 
examination of the Waco story offers the first balanced account of the siege. They try to understand 
what really happened in Waco: What brought the Branch Davidians to Mount Carmel? Why did the 
government attack? How did the media affect events? The authors address the accusations of illegal 
weapons possession, strange sexual practices, and child abuse that were made against David Koresh 
and his followers. Without attempting to excuse such actions, they point out that the public has not 
heard the complete story and that many media reports were distorted. The authors have carefully 
studied the Davidian movement, analyzing the theology and biblical interpretation that were so central 
to the group's functioning. They also consider how two decades of intense activity against so-called 
cults have influenced public perceptions of unorthodox religions. In exploring our fear of unconventional 
religious groups and how such fear curtails our ability to tolerate religious differences, Why Waco? is an 
unsettling wake-up call. Using the events at Mount Carmel as a cautionary tale, the authors challenge all 
Americans, including government officials and media representatives, to closely examine our national 
commitment to religious freedom.

Why Waco?

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of criminology find reliable 
sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever form 
or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic data 
sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides 
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and 



editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated related. A reader will 
discover, for instance, the most reliable introductions and overviews to the topic, and the most important 
publications on various areas of scholarly interest within this topic. In criminology, as in other disciplines, 
researchers at all levels are drowning in potentially useful scholarly information, and this guide has been 
created as a tool for cutting through that material to find the exact source you need. This ebook is a static 
version of an article from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Criminology, a dynamic, continuously updated, 
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through scholarship and other materials 
relevant to the study and practice of criminology. Oxford Bibliographies Online covers most subject 
disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more information visit www.aboutobo.com.

Situational Action Theory: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide

The magnum opus by Japanese literary sensation Fuminori Nakamura, Cult X is a story that dives into 
the psychology of fringe religion, obsession, and social disaffection. When Toru Narazaki’s girlfriend, 
Ryoko Tachibana, disappears, he tries to track her down, despite the warnings of the private detective 
he’s hired to find her. Ryoko’s past is shrouded in mystery, but the one concrete clue to her whereabouts 
is a previous address in the heart of Tokyo. She lived in a compound with a group that seems to be a 
cult led by a charismatic guru with a revisionist Buddhist scheme of life, death, and society. Narazaki 
plunges into the secretive world of the cult, ready to expose himself to any of the guru’s brainwashing 
tactics if it means he can learn the truth about Ryoko. But the cult isn’t what he expected, and he has 
no idea of the bubbling violence he is stepping into. Inspired by the 1995 sarin gas terrorist attack on 
the Tokyo subway, Cult X is an exploration of what draws individuals into extremism. It is a tour de force 
that captures the connections between astrophysics, neuroscience, and religion; an invective against 
predatory corporate consumerism and exploitative geopolitics; and a love story about compassion in 
the face of nihilism.

Cult X

An original collection of primary documents conveying the wide array of ideas connected to new 
religious movements New Religious Movements is a highly unique volume, bringing together primary 
documents conveying the words and ideas of a wide array of new religious movements (NRMs), 
and offering a first-hand look into their belief systems. Arranged by the editors according to a new 
typology, the text allows readers to consider NRMS along five interrelated pathways—from those that 
offer new perceptions of existence or new personal identities, to those that center on relationships 
within family-like units, to those movements that highlight the need for recasting the social order or 
anticipate the dawn of a new age. The volume includes original documents from groups such as the 
Unification Church, Theosophy, Branch Davidians, Wicca, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Santeria, and Seventh 
Day Adventists, as well as many others. Each section is prefaced by a contextual introduction and 
concludes with a list of sources for further reading. New Religious Movements offers a rare inside look 
into the worldviews of alternative religious traditions.

New Religious Movements

What is a cult? Why do they emerge? Who joins them? And why do tragedies such as Waco and 
Jonestown occur? This reader brings together the voices of historians, sociologists, and psychologists 
of religion to address these key questions about new religious movements. Looks at theoretical 
explanations for cults, why people join and what happens when they do. Brings together the best 
work on cults by sociologists, historians, and psychologists of religion. A broad-ranging, balanced and 
clearly organized collection of readings. Includes coverage of topical issues, such as the 'brainwashing' 
controversy, and cults in cyberspace. Section introductions by the editor situate the nature, value, and 
relevance of the selected readings in context of current discussions.

Cults and New Religious Movements: A Reader

The Bloomsbury Companion to New Religious Movements covers key themes such as charismatic 
leadership, conversion and brainwashing, prophecy and millennialism, violence and suicide, gender 
and sexuality, legal issues, and the portrayal of New Religious Movements by the media and anti-cult 
organisations. Several categories of new religions receive special attention, including African new reli-
gions, Japanese new religions, Mormons, and UFO religions. This guide to New Religious Movements 
and their critical study brings together 29 world-class international scholars, and serves as a resource 
to students and researchers. The volume highlights the current state of academic study in the field, and 



explores areas in which future research might develop. Clearly and accessibly organised to help users 
quickly locate key information and analysis, the book includes an A to Z of key terms, extensive guides 
to further resources, a comprehensive bibliography, and a timeline of major developments in the field 
such as the emergence of new groups, publications, legal decisions, and historical events.

The Bloomsbury Companion to New Religious Movements

The 9/11 attacks fundamentally transformed how the US approached terrorism, and led to the un-
precedented expansion of counterterrorism strategies, policies, and practices. While the analysis of 
these developments is rich and vast, there remains a significant void. The diverse actors contributing to 
counterterrorism increasingly consider, engage and impact women as agents, partners, and targets of 
their work. Yet, flawed assumptions and stereotypes remain prevalent, and it remains undocumented 
and unclear how and why counterterrorism efforts have evolved as they did, including in relation to 
women. Drawing on extensive primary source documents, A Woman's Place traces the evolution of 
women in US counterterrorism efforts through the administrations of Presidents Bush, Obama, and 
Trump, examining key agencies like the US Department of Defense, the Department of State, and 
USAID. In their own words, Joana Cook investigates how and why women have developed the roles 
they have, and interrogates US counterterrorism practices in key countries like Iraq, Afghanistan, and 
Yemen. Analysing conceptions of and responses to terrorists, she also considers how the roles of 
women in Al- Qaeda and Daesh have evolved and impacted on US counterterrorism considerations.

The Cambridge World History of Violence

An overview of the development of new religions and the controversies surrounding them in late 
modern society. A stimulating, course-friendly overview of the history and development of new religious 
movements (NRMs) in the late twentieth century Explores eight cults and NRMs, including the Church 
of Scientology, Transcendental Meditation, Unificationism, The Family International, the Ramtha School 
of Enlightenment, the Branch Davidians, Heaven’s Gate, and Wicca Each chapter reviews the origins, 
leaders, beliefs, rituals and practices of a NRM, highlighting the specific controversies surrounding 
this group Covers debates including what constitutes an authentic religion, the validity of claims of 
brainwashing techniques, the implications of experimentation with unconventional sexual practices, 
and the deeply rooted cultural fears that cults engender.

A Woman's Place

For three centuries, a mixture of religion, violence, and economic conditions created a fertile matrix in 
Western Europe that racialized an entire diasporic population who lived in the urban centers of the Latin 
West: Jews. This Element explores how religion and violence, visited on Jewish bodies and Jewish 
lives, coalesced to create the first racial state in the history of the West. It is an example of how the 
methods and conceptual frames of postcolonial and race studies, when applied to the study of religion, 
can be productive of scholarship that rewrites the foundational history of the past.

Cults and New Religions

This new edited volume expands our understanding of the processes by which individuals and groups 
disengage from terrorism. While there has been a growing awareness of the need to understand and 
prevent processes of radicalization into terrorism, disengagement and deradicalization from terrorism 
have long been neglected areas in research on terrorism. This book uses empirical data to explore how 
and why individuals and groups disengage from terrorism, and what can be done to facilitate it. The 
work also presents a series of case studies of disengagement programmes, from Colombia, northern 
Europe, Italy, Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia, comparing and assessing 
their various strengths and weaknesses. In light of the lessons learned from these cases, this book 
describes and explains the potential for new developments in counter-terrorism. This book will be of 
great interest to all students of terrorism studies, war and conflict studies, international security and 
politics in general, as well as professionals in the field of counter-terrorism.

England and the Jews

"The End of Faith articulates the dangers and absurdities of organized religion so fiercely and so 
fearlessly that I felt relieved as I read it, vindicated....Harris writes what a sizable number of us think, 
but few are willing to say."—Natalie Angier, New York Times In The End of Faith, Sam Harris delivers 



a startling analysis of the clash between reason and religion in the modern world. He offers a vivid, 
historical tour of our willingness to suspend reason in favor of religious beliefs—even when these beliefs 
inspire the worst human atrocities. While warning against the encroachment of organized religion into 
world politics, Harris draws on insights from neuroscience, philosophy, and Eastern mysticism to deliver 
a call for a truly modern foundation for ethics and spirituality that is both secular and humanistic. Winner 
of the 2005 PEN/Martha Albrand Award for Nonfiction.

Leaving Terrorism Behind

The End of Faith: Religion, Terror, and the Future of Reason
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