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#Moore and Wittgenstein #Philosophical certainty #Epistemoloqgy of certainty #Wittgenstein On Certainty #Moore's
arguments for certainty

Explore the profound philosophical dialogue between G.E. Moore and Ludwig Wittgenstein concerning
the nature of certainty. This analysis delves into their distinct yet interconnected views on knowledge,
doubt, and the foundations of belief, examining Moore's common-sense propositions and Wittgenstein's
critical engagement with them, notably in his posthumous work '‘On Certainty'.
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Moore and Wittgenstein on Certainty

Ludwig Wittgenstein's On Certainty was finished just before his death in 1951 and is a running
commentary on three of G.E. Moore's greatest epistemological papers. In the early 1930s, Moore
had written a lengthy commentary on Wittgenstein, anticipating some of the issues Wittgenstein would
discuss in On Certainty. The philosophical relationship between these two great philosophers and their
overlapping, but nevertheless differing, views is the subject of this book. Both defended the existence
of certainty and thus opposed any form of skepticism. However, their defenses and conceptions of
certainty differed widely, as did their understanding of the nature of skepticism and how best to
combat it. Stroll's book contains a careful and critical analysis of their differing approaches to a set

of fundamental epistemological problems.

Moore and Wittgenstein

Does scepticism threaten our common sense picture of the world? Does it really undermine our
deep-rooted certainties? Answers to these questions are offered through a comparative study of the
epistemological work of two key figures in the history of analytic philosophy, G. E. Moore and Ludwig
Wittgenstein.

Moore and Wittgenstein

Written over the last 18 months of his life and inspired by his interest in G. E. Moore's defence of
common sense, this much discussed volume collects Wittgenstein's reflections on knowledge and
certainty, on what it is to know a proposition for sure.

On Certainty
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Rush Rhees, a close friend of Wittgenstein and a major interpreter of his work, shows how Wittgen-
stein's On Certainty concerns logic, language, and reality — topics that occupied Wittgenstein since

early in his career. Authoritative interpretation of Wittgenstein's last great work, On Certainty, by one
of his closest friends. Debunks misconceptions about Wittgenstein's On Certainty and shows that

it is an essay on logic. Exposes the continuity in Wittgenstein's thought, and the radical character

of his conclusions. Contains a substantial and illuminating afterword discussing current scholarship

surrounding On Certainty, and its relationship to Rhees's work on this subject.

Wittgenstein's On Certainty

The volume is full of thought-provoking insight which will prove a stimulus both to further study and to
scholarly disagreement.

On Certainty

This book sheds unprecedented light on Wittgenstein's third masterpiece, On Certainty , clarifying
his thoughts on basic beliefs and rebuttal of scepticism. As an introduction and commentary on
Wittgenstein's final major philosophical work, Moyal-Sharrock's book will prove an indispensable guide
to the student, scholar and general reader.

Understanding Wittgenstein's On Certainty

This is the first collection of papers devoted to Ludwig Wittgenstein's cryptic but brilliant, On Certainty .
This work, Wittgenstein's last, extends the thinking of his earlier, better known writings, and in so doing,
makes the most important contribution to epistemology since Kant's Critique of Pure Reason - a claim
the essays in this volume help to demonstrate. The essays have been grouped under four headings,
reflecting current approaches to the work: the Framework, Transcendental, Epistemic, and Therapeutic
readings.

Readings of Wittgenstein’s On Certainty

Ludwig Wittgenstein is arguably the most important philosopher of the twentieth century. In On Certainty
he discusses central issues in epistemology, including the nature of knowledge and scepticism. The
Routledge Philosophy Guidebook to Wittgenstein and On Certainty introduces and assesses: Wittgen-
stein's career and the background to his later philosophy the central ideas and text of On Certainty,
including its responses to G.E. Moore and discussion of fundamental issues in the theory of knowledge
Wittgenstein's continuing importance in contemporary philosophy. This GuideBook is essential reading
for all students of Wittgenstein, and for those studying epistemology and philosophy of language. On
Certainty, Wittgenstein's final work, addresses a category of "world-picture” propositions discovered
by G.E. Moore. These challenge Wittgenstein's enduring commitment to a well-defined category of
empirical propositions, and help to generate a critique of scepticism. Developing Wittgenstein's view
that scepticism is self-undermining, the Guidebook offers a combative yet therapeutic interpretation
that locates On Certainty between the standpoints of Kant and Hume.

Routledge Philosophy GuideBook to Wittgenstein and On Certainty

Academic Paper from the year 2018 in the subject Philosophy - Miscellaneous, grade: 2,3, Hum-
boldt-University of Berlin, course: Wittgenstein's Uber Gewissheit, language: English, abstract: The re-
lationship between knowledge and certainty varies according to conception. | argue that knowledge and
certainty are usually equivalent, but there are cases in which certainty is possible without knowledge
and knowledge is possible without certainty. The connection between knowledge and certainty does
not change much when considering René Descartes’ philosophy because methodological skepticism
consists of doubting beliefs that are uncertain. That there exist external objects is uncertain because a
malicious demon could be deceiving us by creating the illusion of an external world. Although Descartes
suggests that we can doubt all of our beliefs, his conception of science consists of secure insight:
“Omnis scientia est cognitio certa et evidens” (Descartes 1907). This means that all science is certain
and evident knowledge, or a high degree of certainty. Three centuries later, G. E.Moore had another
reasoning when writing “A Defense of Common Sense” and “Proof of an External World.” He suggests
that doubting that the world exists is unnecessary; we must trust that the universe exists. He is against
George Berkeley’s suggestion that matter does not exist; everything is just ideas of the mind of God,
and to be is to perceive. This is similar to propositions from Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, who was an



idealist because he claimed that all possible worlds lie in God, and we are substances observing the
best alternative (Leibniz 2014, 843-46). Moore suggests that it is irrational to believe such premises. He
held intuitions that a person has in everyday life, the common sense philosophy. We cannot be certain
yet we claim to know many things. Moore also purports that the external world is real and he tried to
prove it (Moore 1993a). His argument goes as follows: P1: Here is one hand. P2: Here is another. C1:
There are at least two external objects in the world. C2: Therefore, an external world exists. He argues
that he had the experience of observing his hands and reiterates that at least his hands offer the sum
of two objects, which at a specified time existed (Ibid.).

Knowledge and Certainty

G.E. Moore, more than either Bertrand Russell or Ludwig Wittgenstein, was chiefly responsible for the
rise of the analytic method in twentieth-century philosophy. This selection of his writings shows Moore
at his very best. The classic essays are crucial to major philosophical debates that still resonate today.
Amongst those included are: * A Defense of Common Sense * Certainty * Sense-Data * External and
Internal Relations * Hume's Theory Explained * Is Existence a Predicate? * Proof of an External World
In addition, this collection also contains the key early papers in which Moore signals his break with
idealism, and three important previously unpublished papers from his later work which illustrate his
relationship with Wittgenstein.

The Relationship Between Knowledge and Certainty

This volume brings together several papers on hinge epistemology written by Annalisa Coliva and
published after her influential monographs Moore and Wittgenstein. Scepticism, Certainty and Common
Sense (2010); Extended Rationality. A Hinge Epistemology (2015). By mixing together Wittgenstein
scholarship and systematic philosophy, they illuminate the significance of hinge epistemology for
current debates on skepticism and relativism and beyond.

G.E. Moore

This book considers the important twentieth century Austrian philosopher, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and
his conception of certainty. In his work entitled On Certainty, Wittgenstein provides not only a brilliant
solution to a previously intractable philosophical problem, but also the elements of an entirely new way
of approaching this and similar longstanding, apparently unresolvable, problems. In On Certainty, he
re-conceives the problem of radical skepticism-the claim that we can never really be certain of anything
except the contents of our own minds-as a kind of philosophical "disease" of thought. His approach
to the problem, which is emphasized in the book, is similar to the treatment of disease, has two main
goals: (1) bring about an awareness in the philosopher that this kind of extreme skepticism is not a
methodological approach to be taken seriously, and, with this awareness, (2) an attempt to replace
this radical skepticism with a practical, Common Sense framework. Implicit in Wittgenstein's approach
are a number of strategies found in a contemporary approach to psychotherapy known as Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy (CBT). These strategies, along with philosophical methods and scientific practices
rooted in the Scottish School of Common Sense, seek to diagnose and treat irrational thoughts and
beliefs that often emerge (and re-emerge) in the discipline of philosophy. The aim of this book, then,
is to provide students of philosophy with the tools necessary to adjust and reshape these irrational,
self-defeating thoughts and beliefs into something new, something healthy.

Certainty

This book considers the important twentieth century Austrian philosopher, Ludwig Wittgenstein, and
his conception of certainty. In his work entitled On Certainty, Wittgenstein provides not only a brilliant
solution to a previously intractable philosophical problem, but also the elements of an entirely new way
of approaching this and similar longstanding, apparently unresolvable, problems. In On Certainty, he
re-conceives the problem of radical skepticism—the claim that we can never really be certain of anything
except the contents of our own minds—as a kind of philosophical “disease” of thought. His approach
to the problem, which is emphasized in the book, is similar to the treatment of disease, has two main
goals: (1) bring about an awareness in the philosopher that this kind of extreme skepticism is not a
methodological approach to be taken seriously, and, with this awareness, (2) an attempt to replace
this radical skepticism with a practical, Common Sense framework. Implicit in Wittgenstein’s approach
are a number of strategies found in a contemporary approach to psychotherapy known as Cognitive
Behavioral Therapy (CBT). These strategies, along with philosophical methods and scientific practices



rooted in the Scottish School of Common Sense, seek to diagnose and treat irrational thoughts and
beliefs that often emerge (and re-emerge) in the discipline of philosophy. The aim of this book, then,
is to provide students of philosophy with the tools necessary to adjust and reshape these irrational,
self-defeating thoughts and beliefs into something new, something healthy.

Wittgenstein Rehinged

Exploring Certainty: Wittgenstein and Wide Fields of Thought considers how, where, and to what extent
the thoughts and ideas found in Wittgenstein’s On Certainty can be applied to other areas of thought,
including: ethics, aesthetics, religious belief, mathematics, cognitive science, and political theory.
Robert Greenleaf Brice opens new avenues of thought for scholars and students of the Wittgensteinian
tradition, while introducing original philosophies about human knowledge and cognition.

Wittgenstein's On Certainty: Insight and Method

Certainty was written during the last two years of Wittgenstein's life and was never prepared for
publication in any form. Morawetz's aim in Wittgenstein and Knowledge is to rectify the resulting
deficiencies.

Wittgenstein's On Certainty: Insight and Method

A comprehensive exploration of the historical development and philosophical importance of com-
mon-sense philosophy.

The Philosophy of Wittgenstein: Knowing, naming, certainty, and idealism

A COMPANION TO WITTGENSTEIN The most comprehensive survey of Wittgenstein’s thought yet
compiled, this volume of fifty newly commissioned essays by leading interpreters of his philosophy is a
keynote addition to the Blackwell Companions to Philosophy series. Full of penetrating insights into the
life and work of the most important philosopher of the twentieth century, the collection explores the full
range of Wittgenstein’s contribution to philosophy. It includes essays on his intellectual development, his
work in logic and mathematics, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind and action, epistemology,
ethics, philosophy of religion, and much else. As well as examining Wittgenstein’s contribution to human
understanding in detail, the Companion features vital contextual analysis that traces the relationship
between his ideas and those of other philosophers and schools of thought, including the Aristotelian
and continental philosophical traditions. Authors also address prominent themes that remain current
in today’s philosophical debates, explaining Wittgenstein’s continuing legacy alongside his historical
significance. Essential reading for scholars of philosophy at all levels, A Companion to Wittgenstein
combines engaging commentary with unrivaled academic authority.

Exploring Certainty

This 2001 book is a comprehensive study of the ethics of G. E. Moore, the most important Eng-
lish-speaking ethicist of the twentieth century. Moore's ethical project, set out in his seminal text
Principia Ethica, is to preserve common moral insight from scepticism and, in effect, persuade his
readers to accept the objective character of goodness. Brian Hutchinson explores Moore's arguments
in detail and in the process relates the ethical thought to Moore's anti-sceptical epistemology. Moore
was, without perhaps fully realizing it, sceptical about the very enterprise of philosophy itself, and in
this regard, as Brian Hutchinson reveals, was much closer in his thinking to Wittgenstein than has been
previously realized. This book shows Moore's ethical work to be much richer and more sophisticated
than his critics have acknowledged.

Wittgenstein & Knowledge

Ludwig Wittgenstein’'s writings inspired contemporary philosophical thinking and advanced many
issues that had been addressed by traditional philosophy. The questions raised by the Viennese
philosopher initiated debates on a reconsideration of philosophical terminology. This is especially true
for a term that has generated at least three significant controversies since its creation and will probably
generate more disputes in the following years. It is the expression “form(s) of life” which translates into
German as “Lebensform(en)” and “Form des Lebens”. The present volume contains contributions on
forms of life, language games and the influence of Wittgenstein’s philosophy on other scholears.



The Cambridge Companion to Common-Sense Philosophy

Extended Rationality provides a novel account of the structure of epistemic justification. Its central claim
builds upon Wittgenstein's idea that epistemic justifications hinge on some basic assumptions and that
epistemic rationality extends to these very hinges. It exploits these ideas to address problems such as
scepticism and relativism.

On Doubting the Reality of Reality

This book investigates the conflicts concerning pragmatism in Wittgenstein’s work On Certainty,
through a comparison with the pragmatist tradition as expressed by its founding fathers Charles S.
Peirce and William James. It also describes Wittgenstein's first encounters with pragmatism in the
1930s and shows the relevance of Frank Ramsey in the development of his thought. Offering a
balanced, critical and theoretical examination the author discusses issues such as doubt, certainty,
common sense, forms of life, action and the pragmatic maxim. While highlighting the objective conver-
gences and divergences between the two approaches, the volume makes links to ongoing debates on
relativism, foundationalism, scepticism and objectivity. It will be of interest to anyone searching for new
perspectives on Wittgenstein’s philosophy.

A Companion to Wittgenstein

G.E. Moore, more than either Bertrand Russell or Ludwig Wittgenstein, was chiefly responsible for the
rise of the analytic method in twentieth-century philosophy. This selection of his writings shows Moore
at his very best. The classic essays are crucial to major philosophical debates that still resonate today.
Amongst those included are: * A Defense of Common Sense * Certainty * Sense-Data * External and
Internal Relations * Hume's Theory Explained * Is Existence a Predicate? * Proof of an External World
In addition, this collection also contains the key early papers in which Moore signals his break with
idealism, and three important previously unpublished papers from his later work which illustrate his
relationship with Wittgenstein.

G. E. Moore's Ethical Theory

Since the middle of the 20th century Ludwig Wittgenstein has been an exceptionally influential and
controversial figure wherever philosophy is studied. This is a comprehensive volume on Wittgenstein
where 35 scholars explore the whole range of his thought, offering critical engagement and original
interpretation.

Forms of Life and Language Games

‘The lllusion of Doubt' confronts one of the most important questions in philosophy - what can we know?
The radical sceptic's answer is 'not very much' if we cannot prove that we are not subject to (permanent)
deception, and shows that the radical sceptical problem is an illusion created by a mistaken picture of
our evidential situation.

Extended Rationality

Wittgenstein is arguably the greatest philosopher of the last hundred years and scepticism is one of
the central problems that modern philosophy faces. This collection is the first to be devoted to an
examination of how that great philosopher's work bears on this fundamental philosophical problem.
Wittgenstein's reaction to scepticism is complex, articulating both a sense that sceptical problems are
ultimately unreal and a sense that scepticism teaches us something about the fundamental character of
the human predicament. The essays, specially written for this collection by distinguished philosophers
and commentators on Wittgenstein, explore that reaction, addressing, in particular, scepticism about
the existence of the external world and of other minds. In doing so, it explores issues not only in theory
of knowledge but also in metaphysics, the philosophy of mind, language, perception and literature, as
well as raising questions about the nature of philosophy itself. Several of the papers address the work
of Stanley Cavell, perhaps the most influential commentator on the work of Wittgenstein, and Cavell
replies in the final pieces to four of those papers. This collection is essential reading for students and
scholars of Wittgenstein and anyone interested in the debate surrounding scepticism.

Wittgenstein and Pragmatism



Exploring the ethical dimension of Wittgenstein's thought, Iczkovits challenges the view that Wittgen-
stein had a vision of language and subsequently a vision of ethics, showing how the two are integrated
in his philosophical method, and allowing us to reframe traditional problems in moral philosophy
considered as external to questions of meaning.

G.E. Moore

In Hinge Epistemology, eminent epistemologists investigate Wittgenstein's concept of basic or 'hinge'
certainty as deployed in On Certainty and show its importance for mainstream epistemology.

The Oxford Handbook of Wittgenstein

G.E. Moore, more than either Bertrand Russell or Ludwig Wittgenstein, was chiefly responsible for the
rise of the analytic method in twentieth-century philosophy. This selection of his writings shows Moore
at his very best. The classic essays are crucial to major philosophical debates that still resonate today.
Amongst those included are: * A Defense of Common Sense * Certainty * Sense-Data * External and
Internal Relations * Hume's Theory Explained * Is Existence a Predicate? * Proof of an External World
In addition, this collection also contains the key early papers in which Moore signals his break with
idealism, and three important previously unpublished papers from his later work which illustrate his
relationship with Wittgenstein.

The lllusion of Doubt

Ludwig Wittgenstein (1889-1951) has exerted a more powerful influence on contemporary philosophy
than any other twentieth-century thinker. But what is the nature of this influence and why has it proved so
enduring? In Wittgenstein's Lasting Significance, twelve contemporary philosophers explore the issues
surrounding Wittgenstein's importance and relevance to modern thought. Their articles, all of which are
published here for the first time, cover the entirety of Wittgenstein's major publications: the Tracatus
Logico-Philosophicus, Philosophical Investigations, On Certainty and Remarks on the Foundations of
Mathematics. They discuss how much originality and continuity can be found in Wittgenstein's thought,
how he relates to current traditions and movements within philosophy, and what we can learn from
his conceptions of language, knowledge, mathematics and logic. The international set of contributors
are renowned for their work in both Wittgenstein studies and other fields of philosophy, making
Wittgenstein's Lasting Significance an important collection for anyone interested in contemporary
philosophy.

Wittgenstein and Scepticism

Comprising specially commissioned essays from some of the most significant contributors to the field,
this volume provides a uniquely authoritative and thorough survey of the main lines of Wittgenstein
scholarship over the past 50 years, tracing the history and current trends as well as anticipating the
future shape of work on Wittgenstein. The first collection of its kind, this volume presents a range of
perspectives on the different approaches to the philosophy of Wittgenstein Written by leading experts
from America, Britain, and Europe Provides a much needed overview of the complex landscape of
Wittgenstein exegesis and Wittgensteinian approaches to philosophy Assesses the current state, aims,
and future of Wittgenstein scholarship An essential guide for both students and scholars

Wittgenstein's Ethical Thought

A key development in Wittgenstein Studies over recent years has been the advancement of a resolutely
therapeutic reading of the Tractatus. Rupert Read offers the first extended application of this reading
of Wittgenstein, encompassing Wittgenstein's later work too, to examine the implications of Wittgen-
stein's work as a whole upon the domains especially of literature, psychopathology, and time. Read
begins by applying Wittgenstein's remarks on meaning to language, examining the consequences our
conception of philosophy has for the ways in which we talk about meaning. He goes on to engage with
literary texts as Wittgensteinian, where 'Wittgensteinian' does not mean expressive of a Wittgenstein
philosophy, but involves the literature in question remaining enigmatic, and doing philosophical work
of its own. He considers Faulkner's work as productive too of a broadly Wittgensteinian philosophy of
psychopathology. Read then turns to philosophical accounts of time, finding a link between the division
of time into discrete moments and solipsism of the present moment as depicted in philosophy on the one
hand and psychopathological states on the other. This important book positions itself at the forefront



of a revolutionary movement in Wittgenstein studies and philosophy in general and offers a new and
dynamic way of using Wittgenstein's works.

Hinge Epistemology

The limit of language is one of the most pervasive notions found in Wittgenstein’s work, both in his
early Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus and his later writings. Moreover, the idea of a limit of language
is intimately related to important scholarly debates on Wittgenstein’s philosophy, such as the debate
between the so-called traditional and resolute interpretations, Wittgenstein’s stance on transcendental
idealism, and the philosophical import of Wittgenstein’s latest work On Certainty. This collection
includes thirteen original essays that provide a comprehensive overview of the various ways in which
Wittgenstein appeals to the limit of language at different stages of his philosophical development.
The essays connect the idea of a limit of language to the most important themes discussed by
Wittgenstein—his conception of logic and grammar, the method of philosophy, the nature of the subject,
and the foundations of knowledge—as well as his views on ethics, aesthetics, and religion. The essays
also relate Wittgenstein’s thought to his contemporaries, including Carnap, Frege, Heidegger, Levinas,
and Moore.

Selected Writings

Metaethics, understood as a distinct branch of ethics, is often traced to G. E. Moore's 1903 classic,
Principia Ethica. Whereas normative ethics is concerned to answer first order moral questions about
what is good and bad, right and wrong, metaethics is concerned to answer second order non-moral
guestions about the semantics, metaphysics, and epistemology of moral thought and discourse. Moore
has continued to exert a powerful influence, and the sixteen essays here (most of them specially written
for the volume) represent the most up-to-date work in metaethics after, and in some cases directly
inspired by, the work of Moore.

Wittgenstein's Lasting Significance

This volume is a collective exploration of major themes in the work of Crispin Wright, one of today's
leading philosophers. The distinguished contributors address a variety of issues, including truth,
realism, anti-realism, relativism, and scepticism, and testify to Wright's seminal work on language,
mind, metaphysics, and epistemology.

Wittgenstein and His Interpreters

Raymond Tallis's The Explicit Animal (1991) was a passionate attack on attempts to explain human
consciousness in purely biological terms. This ground-breaking book defended the distinctive nature
of human consciousness against the misrepresentations of those many philosophers and cognitive
scientists who aimed to reduce it to a set of functions understood in evolutionary, neurobiological

and computational terms. In his laudatory review in The Times Literary Supplement, Stephen Clark
expressed the hope that Tallis would continue his explorations. On the Edge of Certainty does precisely
that, investigating and clarifying the implications of the highly original view of human nature discussed
in his earlier book, in order to understand the nature of truth, of language, of the mind and of the self.

Applying Wittgenstein

Wittgenstein and the Limits of Language
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