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Creation and Abortion

Based on a non-consequentialist ethical theory, this book critically examines the prevalent view that 
if a fetus has the moral standing of a person, it has a right to life and abortion is impermissible. Most 
discussion of abortion has assumed that this view is correct, and so has focused on the question 
of the personhood of the fetus. Kamm begins by considering in detail the permissibility of killing in 
non-abortion cases which are similar to abortion cases. She goes on to consider the case for the 
permissibility of abortion in many types of pregnancies, including ones resulting from rape, voluntary 
pregnancy, and pregnancy resulting from a voluntary sex act, even if the fetus is considered a person. 
This argument emerges as part of a broader theory of creating new people responsibly. Kamm explores 
the implications of this argument for informed consent to abortion; responsibilities in pregnancy that is 
not aborted, and the significance of extra-uterine gestation devices for the permissibility of abortion.
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the implications of this argument for informed consent to abortion; responsibilities in pregnancy that is 
not aborted, and the significance of extra-uterine gestation devices for the permissibility of abortion.

Creation and Abortion

This text presents a new argument attacking the view that if the foetus has the moral standing of a 
person it has a right to life and abortion is impermissible. Most discussion of abortion has assumed that 
this premise is correct, and so has focused on the question of the personhood of the foetus. Frances 
Kamm, however, argues that abortion can be moral even if the foetus is indeed a person.

Creation and Abortion

Does the morality of abortion depend on the moral status of the human fetus? Must the law of abortion 
presume an answer to the question of when personhood begins? Can a law which permits late abortion 
but not infanticide be morally justified? These are just some of the questions this book sets out to 
address. With an extended analysis of the moral and legal status of abortion, Kate Greasley offers 
an alternative account to the reputable arguments of Ronald Dworkin and Judith Jarvis Thomson and 
instead brings the philosophical notion of 'personhood' to the foreground of this debate. Structured in 
three parts, the book will (I) consider the relevance of prenatal personhood for the moral and legal 
evaluation of abortion; (II) trace the key features of the conventional debate about when personhood 
begins and explore the most prominent issues in abortion ethics literature: the human equality problem 
and the difference between abortion and infanticide; and (III) examine abortion law and regulation as 
well as the differing attitudes to selective abortion. The book concludes with a snapshot into the current 
controversy surrounding the scope of the right to conscientiously object to participation in abortion 
provision.

Arguments about Abortion

1.1 Goals 1.1.1 I have two main goals in this book. The first is to give an account of the moral significance 
of merely possible persons – persons who, relative to a particular 1 circumstance, or possible future 
or world, could but in fact never do exist. I call that account Variabilism. My second goal is to use 
Variabilism to begin to address the problem of abortion. 1.1.2 We ought to do the best we can for 
people. And we consider this obligation to extend to people who are, relative to a world, existing or 
future. But does it extend to merely possible people as well? And, if it does, then does it extend to 
making things better for them by way of bringing them into existence? If we say that surely it doesn’t, 
does that then mean that our obligation to do the best we can for people does not, after all, extend to 
the merely possible – that the merely p- sible do not matter morally? But if the merely possible do not 
matter morally, then doesn’t that mean that it would be permissible for us to bring them into miserable 
existences – and even obligatory to do just that – in the case where bringing the merely possible into 
miserable existences creates additional wellbeing for existing 1 References to merely possible persons 
and, later on, to persons who do exist – existing persons

Abortion and the Moral Significance of Merely Possible Persons

"Public reason" is one of the central concepts in modern liberal political theory. As articulated by John 
Rawls, it presents a way to overcome the difficulties created by intractable differences among citizens' 
religious and moral beliefs by strictly confining the place of such convictions in the public sphere. 
Identifying this conception as a key point of conflict, this book presents a debate among contemporary 
natural law and liberal political theorists on the definition and validity of the idea of public reason. Its 
distinguished contributors examine the consequences of interpreting public reason more broadly as 
"right reason," according to natural law theory, versus understanding it in the narrower sense in which 
Rawls intended. They test public reason by examining its implications for current issues, confronting the 
questions of abortion and slavery and matters relating to citizenship. This energetic exchange advances 
our understanding of both Rawls's contribution to political philosophy and the lasting relevance of 
natural law. It provides new insights into crucial issues facing society today as it points to new ways of 
thinking about political theory and practice.

Natural Law and Public Reason

Moral theory should be simple: the moral theorist attends to ordinary human action to explain what 
makes some acts right and others wrong, and we need no microscope to observe a human act. Yet 



no moral theory that is simple captures all of the morally relevant facts. In a set of vivid examples, 
stories, and cases Judith Thomson shows just how wide an array of moral considerations bears on 
all but the simplest of problems. She is a philosophical analyst of the highest caliber who can tease 
a multitude of implications out of the story of a mere bit of eavesdropping. She is also a master teller 
of tales which have a philosophical bite. Beyond these pleasures, however, she brings new depth of 
understanding to some of the most pressing moral issues of the moment, notably abortion. Thomson's 
essays determinedly confront the most difficult questions: What is it to have a moral right to life, or any 
other right? What is the relation between the infringement of such rights and restitution? How is rights 
theory to deal with the imposition of risk?

Rights, Restitution, and Risk

This book introduces readers to the many arguments and controversies concerning abortion. While it 
argues for ethical and legal positions on the issues, it focuses on how to think about the issues, not 
just what to think about them. It is an ideal resource to improve your understanding of what people 
think, why they think that and whether their (and your) arguments are good or bad, and why. It's 
ideal for classroom use, discussion groups, organizational learning, and personal reading. From the 
Preface To many people, abortion is an issue for which discussions and debates are frustrating and 
fruitless: it seems like no progress will ever be made towards any understanding, much less resolution 
or even compromise. Judgments like these, however, are premature because some basic techniques 
from critical thinking, such as carefully defining words and testing definitions, stating the full structure 
of arguments so each step of the reasoning can be examined, and comparing the strengths and 
weaknesses of different explanations can help us make progress towards these goals. When emotions 
run high, we sometimes need to step back and use a passion for calm, cool, critical thinking. This 
helps us better understand the positions and arguments of people who see things differently from 
us, as well as our own positions and arguments. And we can use critical thinking skills help to try to 
figure out which positions are best, in terms of being supported by good arguments: after all, we might 
have much to learn from other people, sometimes that our own views should change, for the better. 
Here we use basic critical thinking skills to argue that abortion is typically not morally wrong. We begin 
with less morally-controversial claims: adults, children and babies are wrong to kill and wrong to kill, 
fundamentally, because they, we, are conscious, aware and have feelings. We argue that since early 
fetuses entirely lack these characteristics, they are not inherently wrong to kill and so most abortions 
are not morally wrong, since most abortions are done early in pregnancy, before consciousness and 
feeling develop in the fetus. Furthermore, since the right to life is not the right to someone else’s body, 
fetuses might not have the right to the pregnant woman’s body—which she has the right to—and so 
she has the right to not allow the fetus use of her body. This further justifies abortion, at least until 
technology allows for the removal of fetuses to other wombs. Since morally permissible actions should 
be legal, abortions should be legal: it is an injustice to criminalize actions that are not wrong. In the 
course of arguing for these claims, we: 1. discuss how to best define abortion; 2. dismiss many common 
“question-begging” arguments that merely assume their conclusions, instead of giving genuine reasons 
for them; 3. refute some often-heard “everyday arguments” about abortion, on all sides; 4. explain 
why the most influential philosophical arguments against abortion are unsuccessful; 5. provide some 
positive arguments that at least early abortions are not wrong; 6. briefly discuss the ethics and legality 
of later abortions, and more. This essay is not a “how to win an argument” piece or a tract or any kind 
of apologetics. It is not designed to help anyone “win” debates: everybody “wins” on this issue when 
we calmly and respectfully engage arguments with care, charity, honesty and humility. This book is 
merely a reasoned, systematic introduction to the issues that we hope models these skills and virtues. 
Its discussion should not be taken as absolute “proof” of anything: much more needs to be understood 
and carefully discussed—always.

Thinking Critically About Abortion

Life Before Birth provides a coherent framework for addressing bioethical issues in which the moral 
status of embryos and fetuses is relevant. It is based on the "interest view" which ascribes moral 
standing to beings with interests, and connects the possession of interests with the capacity for 
conscious awareness or sentience. The theoretical framework is applied to ethical and legal topics, 
including abortion, prenatal torts, wrongful life, the crime of feticide, substance abuse by pregnant 
women, compulsory cesareans, assisted reproduction, and stem cell research. Along the way, difficult 
philosophical problems, such as identity and the non-identity problem are thoroughly explored. The 
book will be of interest not only to philosophers, but also physicians, lawyers, policy makers, and anyone 



perplexed by the many difficulties surrounding the unborn. "Bonnie Steinbock's excellent book is . . . 
consistent, thoroughgoing, and intelligible." --Nature "Steinbock's book is valuable for all interested in 
the ethical/legal issues surrounding abortion, prenatal injury and liability, maternal-fetal conflict, and 
fetal/embryo research. The author provides an excellent historical overview of these issues, but she also 
addresses the issues from the stance of a particular theory of moral status, namely, interest theory. This 
gives coherence to her discussion as well as allowing testing of the viability of interest theory." --Choice 
"A focused, lucid, analytically fine-grained discussion of a wide variety of problems. . . extremely useful 
as a survey of the current state of the debate." --Religious Studies Review "Merits serious consideration 
by physicians. Steinbock's interests-based approach treats all questions as open -- another and most 
welcome breath of fresh air." -New England Journal of Medicine "An extremely valuable contribution to 
the literature. The author carefully identifies the many bioethical issues to which the status of embryos 
and fetuses is relevant....She thoroughly reviews the extensive medical, bioethical, and legal literature 
on all of these issues, offering well-developed critiques of many standard positions. She articulates 
and thoughtfully defends interesting positions on all of theses topics. Anyone with an interest in these 
issues will learn a great deal from her knowledgeable and judicious treatment of them." -- The Journal 
of Clinical Ethics

Life Before Birth

Most people believe that killing someone, while generally morally wrong, can in some cases be a 
permissible act. Most people similarly believe that war, while awful, can be justified. Bradley Jay 
Strawser examines a set of related moral issues in war: when it is permissible to kill in defense of 
others; what moral responsibility would be required to be liable for such defensive killing; how that 
permission can extend to whole groups of people; and, lastly, what values undergird the permissibility 
of that defense, such as individual autonomy. Strawser argues for a rights-based account of permissible 
defensive harm and an 'evidence-relative' basis for the holding those responsible. His view is that 
in order to be properly responsible for an unjust harm to be justifiably killed, one must act wrongly 
according to the evidence available to them. Extending this view, Strawser explores how such a 
rights-based model can make sense of the wide-spread destructive harms of war. He endorses 
a revisionist approach to just war theory and argues in its defense; and he also shows how his 
evidence-relative account supports revisionist just war theory by better grounding it in the real world 
of modern warfare. Lastly, he offers a new proposal for how targeting in war could better align with 
respect for the rights of individual persons, and demonstrate how revisionist just war theory-and any 
rights-respecting just war account more broadly-could conceivably work in practical ways.

The Bounds of Defense

Appealing to reason rather than religious belief, this book is the most comprehensive case against the 
choice of abortion yet published. This Second Edition of The Ethics of Abortion critically evaluates all the 
major grounds for denying fetal personhood, including the views of those who defend not only abortion 
but also post-birth abortion. It also provides several (non-theological) justifications for the conclusion 
that all human beings, including those in utero, should be respected as persons. This book also critiques 
the view that abortion is not wrong even if the human fetus is a person. The Ethics of Abortion examines 
hard cases for those who are prolife, such as abortion in cases of rape or in order to save the mother’s 
life, as well as hard cases for defenders of abortion, such as sex selection abortion and the rationale 
for being "personally opposed" but publically supportive of abortion. It concludes with a discussion 
of whether artificial wombs might end the abortion debate. Answering the arguments of defenders of 
abortion, this book provides reasoned justification for the view that all intentional abortions are ethically 
wrong and that doctors and nurses who object to abortion should not be forced to act against their 
consciences. Updates and Revisions to the Second Edition include: -A response to Alberto Giubilini’s 
and Francesca Minerva’s now famous 2012 article, "After-Birth Abortion" in the Journal of Medical 
Ethics -Responses to new defenses of Judith Jarvis Thomson’s violinist argument -The addition of a 
new chapter on gradualist views of fetal moral worth, including Jeff McMahan’s Time-Relative Interest 
Account -The addition of a new chapter on the conscience protection for health care workers who are 
opposed to abortion -Responses to many critiques of the first edition, including those made by Donald 
Marquis, David DeGrazia, and William E. May

The Ethics of Abortion



This compendium on the abortion issue gives both sides of the debate as evenly and objectively as 
possible, providing detailed analyses of the core ideas and principles of each position and leaving it to 
the reader to draw his or her own conclusions.

Understanding Abortion

Ethics for Enemies comprises three original philosophical essays on torture, terrorism, and war. 
F. M. Kamm deploys ethical theory in her challenging new treatments of these most controversial 
practical issues. First she considers the nature of torture and the various occasions on which it 
could occur, in order to determine why it might be wrong to torture a wrongdoer held captive, even 
if this were necessary to save his victims. In the second essay she considers what makes terrorism 
wrong—whether it is the intention to harm civilians, rather than harm to them being 'collateral damage,' 
or something else—and whether terrorism is always wrong. The third essay discusses whether having 
a right reason, in the sense of a right intention, is necessary in order for a war to be just. Kamm then 
examines ways in which the harms of war can be proportional to the achievement of the just cause 
and other goods that war can bring about, so as to make the declaration of war permissible.

Ethics for Enemies

Applied philosophy has been a growing area of research for the last 40 years. Until now, however, 
almost all of this research has been centered around the field of ethics. A Companion to Applied 
Philosophy breaks new ground, demonstrating that all areasof philosophy, including epistemology, 
metaphysics, philosophy of science, and philosophy of mind, can be applied, and are relevant to 
questions of everyday life. This perennial topic in philosophy provides an overview of these various 
applied philosophy developments, highlighting similarities and differences between various areas of 
applied philosophy, and examining the very nature of this topic. It is an area to which many of the 
towering figures in the history of philosophy have contributed, and this timely Companion demonstrates 
how various historical contributions are actually contributions within applied philosophy, even if they are 
not traditionally seen as such. The Companion contains 42 essays covering major areas of philosophy; 
the articles themselves are all original contributions to the literature and represent the state of the art 
on this topic, as well as offering a map to the current debates.

A Companion to Applied Philosophy

Forrester discusses animal rights, obligations concerning future generations, abortion, limiting medical 
treatment, and euthanasia. Persons are defined as individuals who ought to be treated in accordance 
with all sound moral principles. The author develops an account of what moral principles are sound, 
how we can apply them to complex situations, and what makes it reasonable to treat individuals in 
accordance with particular moral principles. This discussion puts the book's practical conclusions on 
a sounder basis than much other work on practical ethics. Most such authors state some general 
principles, but say little about why these principles should be accepted. Moreover, they rarely show 
how general principles can generate answers to specific dilemmas. Some even maintain that general 
principles are irrelevant. Since Forrester is both a nurse practitioner and a philosopher, she has 
had direct acquaintance with many agonizing situations in medicine. Summaries of the theoretical 
conclusions are included to enable nonprofessionals to follow the discussion of practical issues. The 
book will thus interest not only professional philosophers, but also non-philosophers concerned with 
problems in medical and environmental ethics, abortion, and animal rights.

Persons, Animals, and Fetuses

What do we owe future people? Intergenerational ethics is of great philosophical and practical impor-
tance, given human beings' ability to affect not only the quality of life of future people, but also how 
many of them there will be (if any at all). This book develops a distinctly contractualist answer to this 
question--we need to justify our actions to them on grounds they could not reasonably reject. The book 
explores what future people could or could not reasonably reject in terms of intergenerational resource 
distribution, individual procreative decisions, optimal population size, and risk imposition.

What We Owe to Future People

Should surrogacy be allowed? What guidelines are needed to control in vitro fertilization programmes? 
Birthrights challenges the ethical basis for the legal regulation of matters surrounding birth.

Birthrights



The notion of the philosophical imaginary developed by Michéle Le Doeuff refers to the capacity to 
imagine as well as to the stock of images philosophers employ. Making use of this notion, Marguerite La 
Caze explores the idea of the imaginary of analytic philosophy. Noting the marked tendency of analytic 
philosophy to be unselfconscious about the use of figurative language and the levels at which it works, 
La Caze shows how analytic images can work to define the parameters of debates and exclude differing 
approaches, including feminist ones. La Caze focuses on five influential types of images in five central 
areas of contemporary analytic philosophy: analogies and how they are used in the abortion debates; 
thought experiments in personal identity; the myth of the social contract; Thomas Nagel's use of visual 
and spatial metaphors in epistemology; and Kendall Walton's use of children's games as a foundational 
model in aesthetics. The author shows how the image promotes assumptions and conceals tensions 
in philosophical works, how the image persuades, and how it limits debate and excludes ideas. In 
providing an analysis of and reflection on the nature of the analytic imaginary, La Caze suggests that 
a more open-ended and reflexive approach can result in richer, more fruitful, philosophical work.

The Analytic Imaginary

Appealing to reason rather than religious belief, this book is the most comprehensive case against 
the choice of abortion yet published. The Ethics of Abortion critically evaluates all the major grounds 
for denying fetal personhood, including the views of those who defend not only abortion but also 
infanticide. It also provides several (non-theological) justifications for the conclusion that all human 
beings, including those in utero, should be respected as persons. This book also critiques the view that 
abortion is not wrong even if the human fetus is a person. The Ethics of Abortion examines hard cases 
for those who are prolife, such as abortion in cases of rape or in order to save the mother’s life, as 
well as hard cases for defenders of abortion, such as sex selection abortion and the rationale for being 
“personally opposed” but publically supportive of abortion. It concludes with a discussion of whether 
artificial wombs might end the abortion debate. Answering the arguments of defenders of abortion, this 
book provides reasoned justification for the view that all intentional abortions are morally wrong and 
that doctors and nurses who object to abortion should not be forced to act against their consciences.

The Ethics of Abortion

Defending Life is arguably the most comprehensive defense of the pro-life position on abortion - morally, 
legally, and politically - that has ever been published in an academic monograph. It offers a detailed 
and critical analysis of Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey as well as arguments by those 
who defend a Rawlsian case for abortion-choice, such as J. J. Thomson. The author defends the 
substance view of persons as the view with the most explanatory power. The substance view entails 
that the unborn is a subject of moral rights from conception. While defending this view, the author 
responds to the arguments of thinkers such as Boonin, Dworkin, Stretton, Ford and Brody. He also 
critiques Thomson's famous violinist argument and its revisions by Boonin and McDonagh. Defending 
Life includes chapters critiquing arguments found in popular politics and the controversy over cloning 
and stem cell research.

Defending Life

Essay from the year 2020 in the subject Philosophy - Practical (Ethics, Aesthetics, Culture, Nature, 
Right, ...), University of Manchester, language: English, abstract: This essay will evaluate the moral 
principles which are engaged in the creation of compatible sibling donors specifically for providing 
treatment to existing children. I will explain why using reproductive technology as a means to this end 
has no ethical standing. In order to achieve this, I will use deontological moral theories to defend the 
medico-legal principle of personal autonomy, and to rebut that of procreative autonomy. Compatible 
sibling donors, hereafter noted as ‘saviour siblings’, not only lack legal definition, but also cause a deep 
divide between members of Parliament and the Courts. This is because the concept of them causes a 
struggle between two substantial principles: procreative autonomy and personal autonomy. I will argue 
throughout this essay that while there is no doubt that the creation of saviour siblings can bring about a 
positive end result by helping existing sick children, this utilitarian argument cannot trump the serious 
ethical issues which simultaneously arise.

An Ethico-Legal Evaluation of the Moral Principles Involved in the use of Reproductive Technologies 
in the Creation of Saviour Siblings



Same-sex partnerships. Pregnancy through in vitro fertilization. Ending one's own life in dignity. All are 
deemed inherently wrong by the standards of natural law ethics, but for many people they represent 
legitimate life choices that are morally right. Now a leading feminist critic of the natural law tradition 
explores the ongoing confrontation between natural law and moral rights to argue that rights constitute 
a more solid grounding for ethics in human affairs—and for feminist thought. In this volume, Christine 
Pierce's important essays—including the celebrated "Natural Law Language and Women"—expand, 
reflect, and refine this central controversy. Reaching back to Aristotle and Aquinas and drawing on 
modern papal encyclicals and Supreme Court cases, Pierce demonstrates that the natural law tradition, 
with its doctrine of a supposed hierarchy of natural purpose, has served to mystify women's nature and 
thereby justify restricting women to a predetermined social stratum. Addressing issues that concern not 
only feminism but legal theory as well, she defends her views on equality and universalization against a 
growing postmodern critique and presents rights theory as an alternative to an ethics of responsibility 
based on Aristotelian notions of friendship and trust. Through tightly constructed arguments presented 
in engaging prose, Pierce conveys her deep knowledge of legal philosophy and her passion for rights 
as she takes on such issues as AIDS, gay marriage, animal liberation, and feminist separatism. She 
combats the prevailing view of Plato as sexist and explores Sartre's views of "holes and slime." She 
also examines the work of contemporary authors in ecology, biology, sociobiology, and religion to reveal 
their reliance on nature for ethical conclusions, and she criticizes recent efforts to root a feminist natural 
law in Thomism. With natural law concepts now in fashion with many conservatives and even some 
Supreme Court justices, Pierce's essays offer a necessary perspective on where current legal and 
ethical thinking is headed. Immovable Laws, Irresistible Rights is invigorating reading for all scholars, 
students, and interested readers who seek a better understanding of these arguments and the issues 
affected by them.

Immovable Laws, Irresistible Rights

The recovery of nature has been a unifying and enduring aim of the writings of Ralph McInerny, 
Michael P. Grace Professor of Medieval Studies at the University of Notre Dame, director of the Jacques 
Maritain Center, former director of the Medieval Institute, and author of numerous works in philosophy, 
literature, and journalism. While many of the fads that have plagued philosophy and theology during the 
last half-century have come and gone, recent developments suggest that McInerny’s commitment to 
Aristotelian-Thomism was boldly, if quietly, prophetic. In his persistent, clear, and creative defenses of 
natural theology and natural law, McInerny has appealed to nature to establish a dialogue between 
theists and non-theists, to contribute to the moral and political renewal of American culture, and 
particularly to provide some of the philosophical foundations for Catholic theology. This volume brings 
together essays by an impressive group of scholars, including William Wallace, O.P., Jude P. Dougherty, 
John Haldane, Thomas DeKoninck, Alasdair MacIntyre, David Solomon, Daniel McInerny, Janet E. 
Smith, Michael Novak, Stanley Hauerwas, Laura Garcia, Alvin Plantinga, Alfred J. Freddoso, and David 
B. Burrell, C.S.C.

Recovering Nature

Internationally renowned lawyer and philosopher Ronald Dworkin addresses the crucially related acts 
of abortion and euthanasia in a brilliantly original book that examines their meaning in a nation that 
prizes both life and individual liberty. From Roe v. Wade to the legal battle over the death of Nancy 
Cruzan, no issues have opened greater rifts in American society than those of abortion and euthanasia. 
At the heart of Life's Dominion is Dworkin's inquest into why abortion and euthanasia provoke such 
controversy. Do these acts violate some fundamental "right to life"? Or are the objections against them 
based on the belief that human life is sacred? Combining incisive moral reasoning and close readings 
of indicidual court decisions with a majestic interpretation of the U.S. Constitution itself, Dworkin gives 
us a work that is absolutely essential for anyone who cares about the legal status of human life.

Life's Dominion

Appropriate for Contemporary Moral Problems, Introduction to Moral Philosophy, Introduction to Wom-
en's Studies, Women and the Law, Feminist Legal Theory, Applied Ethics, and Bioethics in Philosophy, 
Womens Studies, and law schools/ departments at all levels. This reader is an up-to-date anthology of 
the full range of views on abortion. The strongest and best-argued pieces have been selected from the 
entire spectrum of opinion. It contains classic philosophical papers as well as several new treatments.



The Problem of Abortion

Sex, Morality, and the Law combines legal and philosophical arguments to focus on six controversial 
topics; homosexual sex, prostitution, pornography, abortion, sexual harassment, and rape. Suitable for 
use in several disciplines at both undergraduate and graduate levels, this anthology includes critical 
court decisions and essays representing a diversity of conservative, liberal, and feminist positions.

Sex, Morality, and the Law

Most arguments for or against abortion focus on one question: is the fetus a person? In this provocative 
and important book, David Boonin defends the claim that even if the fetus is a person with the same 
right to life you and I have, abortion should still be legal, and most current restrictions on abortion 
should be abolished. Beyond Roe points to a key legal precedent: McFall v. Shimp. In 1978, an ailing 
Robert McFall sued his cousin, David Shimp, asking the court to order Shimp to provide McFall with 
the bone marrow he needed. The court ruled in Shimp's favor and McFall soon died. Boonin extracts a 
compelling lesson from the case of McFall v. Shimp--that having a right to life does not give a person 
the right to use another person's body even if they need to use that person's body to go on living-and 
he uses this principle to support his claim that abortion should be legal and far less restricted than it 
currently is, regardless of whether the fetus is a person. By taking the analysis of the right to life that 
Judith Jarvis Thomson pioneered in a moral context and applying it in a legal context in this novel way, 
Boonin offers a fresh perspective that is grounded in assumptions that should be accepted by both 
sides of the abortion debate. Written in a lively, conversational style, and offering a case study of the 
value of reason in analyzing complex social issues, Beyond Roe will be of interest to students and 
scholars in a variety of fields, and to anyone interested in the debate over whether government should 
restrict or prohibit abortion.

Beyond Roe

This volume of essays, together with its companion "Creating the Child: " "The Ethics, Law and Practice 
of Assisted Procreation" (Martinus Nijhoff, The Hague, 1996, ISBN 90-411-0207-8) is the result of a 
concerted action in the BIOMED programme of the European Commission, which was coordinated 
by the Editor. Clinicians, lawyers and philosophers explore the theoretical and practical problems 
presented by the new technologies in assisted human reproduction in Eastern, Central and Western 
Europe. The central question of the status of the human embryo is examined in the light of recent 
biological discoveries and cultural and legal dissonance within and between the various countries in 
Europe.

Conceiving the Embryo

*A rigorous philosophical analysis of some of the most disputed questions in Catholic sexual ethics*

Ethics of Procreation and the Defense of Human Life

Shrage argues that Roe v Wade's regulatory scheme of a six-month time span for abortion on demand 
polarized the public and obscured alternatives with potentially broader support. She explores the 
origins of that scheme, then defends an alternate one--with a time span shorter than 6 months 
for non-therapeutic abortions--that could win broad support needed to make legal abortion services 
available to all women.

Abortion and Social Responsibility

Seminar paper from the year 2018 in the subject Ethics, grade: 1,0, University of Frankfurt (Main), 
course: Biomedical Ethics, language: English, abstract: One of the main issues that the second wave 
feminists addressed was the right of women to decide if and when they want to have children. 
Women in the sixties and seventies protested for their reproductive rights and demanded the legal 
access to abortion with slogans like “my body, my choice”. Although many countries liberalized their 
laws concerning abortion, the debate about the moral permissibility still remains one of the most 
heated debates across different societies. Judith Jarvis Thomson’s essay “A Defense of Abortion” 
was published in 1971 and has had a great impact on the philosophical debate on abortion and 
its moral permissibility. Moral philosophers who are pro- or anti-choice alike have argued about the 
argumentative strategy that is best to support one’s claims concerning abortion. Thomson’s essay has 
been critiqued for various different reasons and this papers goal is to work out how Thomson’s position 



could be rethought after over forty years of its first publishing. My main thesis is virtually the same 
as Thomson’s: abortion is not always impermissible. However, I disagree with her methodology and I 
argue that the details of different cases and the societal context they happen in ought to decide whether 
abortion is morally permissible or not. My critique is especially aimed at Thomson’s strategy to assume 
– for the sake of the argument – that the fetus is a person, her conception of bodily autonomy and 
her terminology. In the first part of the paper I summarize Thomson’s position while focusing on the 
most important aspects for the following critique. In the second part, I mainly use the theories of Gina 
Schouten and Rosalind Hursthouse to criticize some of Thomson’s assumptions. Gina Schouten has 
argued (from a feminist perspective) for considering that there is a societal moral obligation for caring 
and protecting the most vulnerable which means that depending on the moral status of fetus’, there is 
an obligation to care for them. Another interesting critique can be made by questioning of the role that 
(bodily) autonomy plays in bioethics and how Thomson uses it to justify abortion. Rosalind Hursthouse 
has attacked Thomson’s violinist example for being too different from an actual pregnancy and found 
her terminology too imprecise.

An Alternative Defense of Abortion. A critique of Judith Jarvis Thomson’s A Defense of Abortion

This book questions how abortion laws can be regulated in a time when abortion rights are still 
subject to intense debate. It addresses objections to basing abortion law on considerations of moral 
risk, presents two anti-abortion arguments – the deprivation argument and the substance view – to 
demonstrate the risk of permitting abortion, and discusses the moral risk of restricting access to 
abortion when it may unjustifiably harm women. The author also shows how welfare states can address 
the negative effects of restrictive abortion laws by preventive, mitigative and compensatory measures. 
This is a thought-provoking and challenging book that will be of great interest to those considering 
abortion laws across the fields of medical ethics, bioethics, moral philosophy, law and politics.

Making a Case for Stricter Abortion Laws

Applied or practical ethics is perhaps the largest growth area inphilosophy today, and many issues in 
moral, social, and politicallife have come under philosophical scrutiny in recent years. Takentogether, 
the essays in this volume – including two overviewessays on theories of ethics and the nature of 
applied ethics– provide a state-of-the-art account of the most pressingmoral questions facing us today. 
Provides a comprehensive guide to many of the most significantproblems of practical ethics Offers 
state-of-the-art accounts of issues in medical,environmental, legal, social, and business ethics Written 
by major philosophers presently engaged with thesecomplex and profound ethical issues

A Companion to Applied Ethics

Changing Unjust Laws Justly is the first book to address systematically the practical, legal, and ethical 
problems that are encountered in well-intentioned attempts to restrict abortion. It will be of considerable 
interest not only to political, legal, and moral philosophers, but also to lawmakers and the pro-life 
movement generally.

Changing Unjust Laws Justly

Recent advances in medical technology have provided healthcare staff with the possibility of maintain-
ing the life of a brain-dead pregnant woman on life-support in order to achieve successful delivery of the 
foetus. Management of Post-Mortem Pregnancy examines the legal and ethical difficulties surrounding 
such post-mortem management. Offering practical guidance based on a combined analysis of similar 
situations that affect pregnant women's lifestyle and physical condition and of the legal framework of 
pregnancy clauses in advance directive legislation, the volume considers pregnant women's obligations 
towards their foetuses. It discusses the main moral, legal, psychological, religious, spiritual and physical 
aspects of the question on the interests of dead people, as well as the jurisprudential question of the 
foetus' interests. The book will be a valuable guide for all those involved with the decision-making 
process of such tragic cases. It will also be of wider use to anyone with an interest in legal, ethical and 
bio-medical issues.

Management of Post-Mortem Pregnancy

Many declare the debate about abortion to be hopelessly polarised, between conservatives and 
liberals, between forces religious and secular. In this book Mumford upends this received wisdom and 



challenges consensus, arguing that many dominant attitudes and argument fail to take into account 
the particular way human beings 'emerge' in the world.

Ethics at the Beginning of Life

Presents critical and forcefully argued debate between two moral philosophers, setting out strong cases 
on both sides of the argument.

Abortion Rights

Treats eastern & western philosophy; it deals with ancient, medieval and modern philosophy; and 
it discusses the theories of mathematicians, physicist, biologist, sociologists, psychologists, moral 
reformers and religious thinkers where these have had an impact on philosophy.

The Encyclopedia of Philosophy

Act - Joseph Hubben.

Creating the Child
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