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Explore the intriguing partisan life of Colonel John S. Mosby, a legendary Confederate ranger whose 
innovative guerrilla tactics during the American Civil War earned him the nickname 'Grey Ghost'. This 
fascinating account delves into the challenges and triumphs faced by Mosby's Rangers in the Eastern 
Theater.
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Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby

This book tells the history of Mosby's Rangers from first hand accounts of soldiers and the inhabitants 
in which they encountered.

Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby

Excerpt from Partisan Life With Col. John S. Mosby Amid the many failures which occurred in the 
Confed crate service in the application of this law, Mosby alone brought to the work all the high qualities 
necessary to command success and write his name so high upon the column of Fame. About the 
Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at 
www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books 
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst 
repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as 
a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority 
of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state 
of such historical works.

Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby (Classic Reprint)

This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free 
scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1867 
edition. Excerpt: ... APPENDIX. ACCOUNT OF PRIVATE M'CUE'S IMPRISONMENT. [TnK following 
facts in regard to the treatment of M'Cue have, at my request, been furnished me by a gentleman 
well acquainted with them. They present a picture of despotism and cruelty rarely witnessed in a 
Christian country, but they bear, at the same time, honorable testimony to the fidelity with which General 
Grant adhered to the engagements which he contracted at Appomattox Court-house.-- Editor.] From 
Annapolis he was removed to Baltimore and cast into a negro jail, where his treatment was that of a 
convict. He was heavily ironed, and confined in a dark, cold cell, and when a fellowprisoner, through the 
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iron-bars of his dungeon, gave him a blanket, the order was given to the prison-guard to take it away. 
Very soon a man dressed in Confederate uniform was put in the cell with M'Cue, and left to spend 
the night with him. The stranger made advances toward an acquaintance, asked his fellow-prisoner 
his name, to what command he belonged, and the charges preferred against him, and at the same 
time told him that he himself was under charges as a Confederate, and was to be tried by a military 
commission. He doubted not, he added, that both of them would be sentenced to the gallows. "I have 
a proposition to make to you, for there is but one way in which we can save our lives--to rush upon 
the guard, seize their arms, and murder them. In the confusion thus created, an opportunity may occur 
for our escape." The proposition was so wild and impossible of execution that M'Cue at once saw in 
it a snare prepared for his destruction. So he very quietly said to his companion," You may attempt to 
murder the guard and make your escape, but I will have nothing to do with it." He knew he was a...

Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby. by Major John Scott, with Portraits and Engravings on Wood.

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby

Reprint of the original, first published in 1867.

Partisan Life with Col. John S. Mosby - Primary Source Edition

John Singleton Mosby's Rangers bedeviled the Union army for four long years. The Rangers were what 
we would today call guerillas; units that could make fast raids and get away before the enemy could 
react. This highly-successful unit became legendary during the war and continues to be an object of 
fascination by scholars and enthusiasts of the period into the 21st century. This is the official memoir 
of Mosby's command, written with his cooperation after the war. The author of this work, John Scott, 
wrote the Partisan Ranger Law in 1862. John Singleton Mosby was a remarkable individual. Highly 
intelligent, educated, and modest, he held the respect of many on both sides of the war. After the Civil 
War, he became a Republican and a supporter of Ulysses S. Grant. Every memoir of the American 
Civil War provides us with another view of the catastrophe that changed the country forever. For the 
first time, this long out-of-print volume is available as an affordable, well-formatted book for e-readers 
and smartphones. Be sure to LOOK INSIDE by clicking the cover above or download a sample.

Partisan Life with Mosby

Mosby and his Gray Raiders ride out for a final time This unique Leonaur book is the final volume of 
three that gather together the accounts of the men who fought for the cause of the Confederacy during 
the American Civil War under the inspired and enigmatic leadership of John S. Mosby-the Gray Ghost. 
Mosby did not originate the daring 'hit and run' tactics of guerrilla warfare behind enemy lines, but he 
was a superb exponent of it and justifiably earned his place in the pantheon of the greatest guerrilla 
commanders. This volume contains two books. The first, 'Mosby and his Men' by Crawford is a very 
thorough history of the activities of Mosby's command including many firsthand accounts by soldiers 
and other observers. Major Scott's substantial work also provides firsthand accounts principally in the 
form of letters. There is an abiding fascination with soldiers and units who fight their wars at extreme 
risk outside the formalities and regimes of the ordered battle lines. These three Leonaur volumes, 
containing six works-including Mosby's own wartime memoirs-provide modern readers with possibly 
the most comprehensive available account of the remarkable Mosby and his men based on firsthand 
accounts. Highly recommended for students of the Civil War and the Confederacy. Both titles in this 
volume have been newly typeset by Leonaur to enable them to appear within a single volume, but are 
complete and unedited. Leonaur editions are newly typeset and are not facsimiles; each title is available 
in softcover and hardback with dustjacket; our hardbacks are cloth bound and feature gold foil lettering 
on their spines and fabric head and tail bands.

Partisan Life with Mosby's Rangers (Abridged, Annotated)



"Colonel Mosby was a 'Virginian of the Virginians', educated at the State's University, and seemed 
destined to pass his life as an obscure Virginia attorney, when war brought him his opportunity for 
fame. The following pages contain the story of his life as private in the cavalry, as a scout, and as a 
leader as partisans"--Introduction.

The Gray Raiders

This book on the life and times of Civil War partisan leader, Col. John Singleton Mosby. It is derived 
from newspaper articles written about and by the man from 1862 when he first came to the attention 
of the national press, through 1916, the year of his death. During the transcription and assembly of 
thousands of articles, it became apparent that previous narratives of Mosby's life were badly warped 
by contemporary accounts that were both inaccurate and decidedly prejudiced. But it was also obvious 
that there were far more accurate accounts presenting a different and more nuanced perspective on 
the man.

The Memoirs of Colonel John S. Mosby

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Col. John Singleton Mosby In The News 1862-1916

Unlike some other reproductions of classic texts (1) We have not used OCR(Optical Character 
Recognition), as this leads to bad quality books with introduced typos. (2) In books where there are 
images such as portraits, maps, sketches etc We have endeavoured to keep the quality of these 
images, so they represent accurately the original artefact. Although occasionally there may be certain 
imperfections with these old texts, we feel they deserve to be made available for future generations to 
enjoy.

Mosby and His Men

Rebel is the first complete biography of the Confederacy’s best-known partisan commander, John Sin-
gleton Mosby, the “Gray Ghost.” A practicing attorney in Virginia and at first a reluctant soldier, in 1861 
Mosby took to soldiering with a vengeance, becoming one of the Confederate army’s highest-profile 
officers, known especially for his cavalry battalion’s continued and effective harassment of Union armies 
in northern Virginia. Although hunted after the war and regarded, in fact, as the last Confederate officer 
to surrender, he later became anathema to former Confederates for his willingness to forget the past 
and his desire to heal the nation’s wounds. Appointed U.S. consul in Hong Kong, he soon initiated an 
anticorruption campaign that ruined careers in the Far East and Washington. Then, following a stint 
as a railroad attorney in California, he surfaced again as a government investigator sent by President 
Theodore Roosevelt to tear down cattlemen’s fences on public lands in the West. Ironically, he ended 
his career as an attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice.

Mosby and His Men

Colonel John S. Mosby was one of the most famous Confederate cavalry officers of the war, but unlike 
most, he operated an independent command in Virginia that fought like guerrillas. As the introduction 
of his memoirs put it: "Mosby was the type of man who is not content with the routine performance of 
duties, and this was illustrated early in his career as a soldier. He was ever on the watch to aid the 
cause in which he was engaged. Stuart's famous ride around McClellan and Lee's attack on Pope, 
before he could be reinforced, were deeds for which Mosby fairly earned some share of credit. These 
enterprises, together with his prevention of Sheridan's use of the Manassas Gap Railroad, had a distinct 
bearing upon the successful maintenance of the Southern Confederacy for four long years. But his great 
work was his distinctive warfare near Washington against the troops guarding the Potomac. Behind 
the Northern forces aiming at Richmond, for two years of almost incredible activity - Mosby himself 
said, "I rarely rested more than a day at a time" - he maintained his warfare, neutralizing at times 
some fifty thousand troops by compelling them to guard the rear of the enemy and his capital. The four 



counties of Virginia nearest Washington became known as "Mosby's Confederacy." Here his blows 
were almost incessant, followed always by the dispersing of his band or bands among the farmhouses 
of the sympathetic inhabitants. Seldom or never was an attack made with more than two hundred and 
fifty men. Usually from thirty to sixty would be collected at a rendezvous, such as Rectortown, Aldie, 
or Upperville, and after discharging, as it were, a lightning flash, be swallowed up in impenetrable 
darkness, leaving behind only a threat of some future raid, to fall no one could foresee where. The 
execution of this bold plan was successful - long successful; its damage to the enemy enormous, and 
it exhibited a military genius of the highest order. By reason of his originality and intellectual boldness, 
as well as his intrepidity and success of execution, Mosby is clearly entitled to occupy a preeminence 
among the partisan leaders of history."

Rebel

THE chronicles of history record that in most wars some figure, through intrepidity, originality, and 
brilliancy of action, has raised himself above his fellows and achieved a picturesqueness which is 
commonly associated only with characters of fiction. In the American Civil War, or the War Between the 
States, three dashing cavalry leaders--Stuart, Forrest, and Mosby--so captured the public imagination 
that their exploits took on a glamour, which we associate--as did the writers of the time--with the deeds 
of the Waverley characters and the heroes of Chivalry. Of the three leaders Colonel John S. Mosby 
(1833-1916) was, perhaps, the most romantic figure. In the South his dashing exploits made him one 
of the great heroes of the "Lost Cause." In the North he was painted as the blackest of redoubtable 
scoundrels, a fact only to be explained as due to the exasperation caused by a successful enemy 
against whom all measures were worthless and ineffective. So great became the fame of Mosby's 
partisan exploits that soldiers of fortune came even from Europe to share his adventures.

Mosby and His Men

The Memoirs of Colonel John S. Mosby: & Pictures From The American Civil War. Authored by John 
Singleton Mosby, Edited by Charles Wells Russell, Illustrated by

The Memoirs of Colonel John S. Mosby

With the assistance of several scholars, including James M. McPherson and Gary Gallagher, and a 
long-time specialist in Civil War books, Ralph Newman, David Eicher has selected for inclusion in The 
Civil War in Books the 1,100 most important books on the war. These are organized into categories 
as wide-ranging as "Battles and Campaigns," "Biographies, Memoirs, and Letters," "Unit Histories," 
and "General Works." The last of these includes volumes on black Americans and the war, battlefields, 
fiction, pictorial works, politics, prisons, railroads, and a host of other topics. Annotations are included for 
all entries in the work, which is presented in an oversized 8 1/2 x 11 inch volume in two-column format. 
Appendixes list "prolific" Civil War publishers and other Civil War bibliographies, and the works included 
in Eicher's mammoth undertaking are indexed by author or editor and by title. Gary Gallagher's foreword 
traces the development of Civil War bibliographies and declares that Eicher's annotation exceeds that 
of any previous comprehensive volume. The Civil War in Books, Gallagher believes, is "precisely the 
type of guide" that has been needed. The first full-scale, fully-annotated bibliography on the Civil War 
to appear in more than thirty years, Eicher's The Civil War in Books is a remarkable compendium of 
the best reading available about the worst conflict ever to strike the United States. The bibliography, 
the most valuable reference book on the subject since The Civil War Day by Day, will be essential for 
college and university libraries, dealers in rare and secondhand books, and Civil War buffs.

The Memoirs of Colonel John S. Mosby

During the Civil War, John Singleton Mosby led the Forty-third Battalion, Virginia Cavalry, better known 
as Mosby’s Rangers, in bold and daring operations behind Union lines. Throughout the course of the 
war, more than 2000 men were members of Mosby’s command, some for only a short time. Mosby had 
few confidants (he was described by one acquaintance as “a disturbing companion”) but became close 
friends with one of his finest officers, Samuel Forrer Chapman. Chapman served with Mosby for more 
than two years, and their friendship continued in the decades after the war. Take Sides with the Truth is 
a collection of more than eighty letters, published for the first time in their entirety, written by Mosby to 
Chapman from 1880, when Mosby was made U.S. consul to Hong Kong, until his death in a Washington, 
D.C., hospital in 1916. These letters reveal much about Mosby’s character and present his innermost 
thoughts on many subjects. At times, Mosby’s letters show a man with a sensitive nature; however, he 



could also be sarcastic and freely derided individuals he did not like. His letters are critical of General 
Robert E. Lee’s staff officers (“there was a lying concert between them”) and trace his decades-long 
crusade to clear the name of his friend and mentor J. E. B. Stuart in the Gettysburg campaign. Mosby 
also continuously asserts his belief that slavery was the cause of the Civil War—a view completely 
contrary to a major portion of the Lost Cause ideology. For him, it was more important to “take sides 
with the Truth” than to hold popular opinions. Peter A. Brown has brought together a valuable collection 
of correspondence that adds a new dimension to our understanding of a significant Civil War figure.

The Memoirs of Colonel John S. Mosby: and Pictures from the American Civil War

Noted Ranger historian Robert W. Black turns his attention to a trio of the Confederacy's--and 
America's--most infamous raiders and cavalrymen: John Singleton Mosby, John Hunt Morgan, and 
Nathan Bedford Forrest. Combining speed, mobility, and boldness, these three soldiers struck critical 
blows against the Union during the Civil War, including Morgan's notorious 1863 raid that penetrated 
farther north than any other uniformed Confederate force. While not overlooking their flaws, Black 
believes these men revolutionized warfare and sees them as forerunners of the Rangers and Special 
Forces of the modern era.

The Civil War in Books

My interest in Colonel John Singleton Mosby began in 1950. However, it wasn't until 2002 that it led to 
extensive research on the subject, centered upon newspaper reports on the man begun during the Civil 
War and continued throughout--and even after--his life. And while I rejected Virgil Carrington Jones's 
observation on Mosby, contained in the preface of this work, I did not contemplate writing this book 
until an even more disparaging observation came to my attention during my research. The comment 
was contained in an article in the Ponchatoula Times of May 26, 1963, as part of a six-article series 
written by Bernard Vincent McMahon, entitled The Gray Ghost of the Confederacy. Mr. McMahon, in 
turn, based his comment upon General Omar Bradley's judgment of what might have been the postwar 
life of General George Patton: "Now substitute Mosby for General Patton in the book 'A General's Life,' 
by Omar Bradley . . . 'I believe it was better for General Patton [Mosby] and his professional reputation 
that he died when he did . . . He would have gone into retirement hungering for the old limelight, beyond 
doubt indiscreetly sounding off on any subject anytime, any place. In time he would have become a 
boring parody of himself--a decrepit, bitter, pitiful figure, unwittingly debasing the legend'" (emphasis 
mine). McMahon, however, only proffered in his writings the widely accepted view of John Mosby held 
by many, if not most. However, like General Ulysses S. Grant, I have come to know Colonel Mosby 
rather more intimately through the testimony of countless witnesses over a span of 150 years, and I 
believe that it is time for those who deeply respect John Mosby the soldier to now also respect John 
Mosby the man. A century ago, the book of John Singleton Mosby's life closed. It is my hope that this 
book will validate the claim he made during that life that he would be vindicated by time. V. P. Hughes

Take Sides with the Truth

The story of the activity of this flamboyant commander and his men from his own perspective.

The Memoirs of Col. John S. Mosby

In April, 1861, I was attending court at Abingdon, Va., when I met a person who had just stepped out 
of the telegraph office, who informed me that tremendous tidings were passing over the wires. Going 
in, I inquired of the operator what it was, who told me that Lincoln had issued a proclamation calling 
out troops. Fort Sumter had fallen two days before.The public mind was already strained to a high pitch 
of excitement, and it required only a spark to produce an explosion. The indignation aroused by the 
President's proclamation spread like fire on a prairie, and the laws became silent in the midst of arms. 
People of every age, sex, and condition were borne away on the tide of excited feeling that swept over 
the land.The home of Gov. John B. Floyd, who had resigned as secretary of war under Buchanan, was 
at Abingdon. I went to his house and told him the news. He immediately issued a call to arms, which 
resounded like the roll of Ziska's drum among the mountains of southwestern Virginia..."Only three 
men in the Confederate Army knew what I was doing or intended to do; they were Lee and Stuart and 
myself."- Col. John S. Mosby

Mosby and His Men: A Record of the Adventures of That Renowned Partisan Ranger, John S. Mosby,



Confederate John Singleton Mosby forged his reputation on the most exhilarating of military activities: 
the overnight raid. Mosby possessed a genius for guerrilla and psychological warfare, taking control of 
the dark to make himself the "Gray Ghost" of Union nightmares. Gray Ghost, the first full biography of 
Confederate raider John Mosby, reveals new information on every aspect of Mosby’s life, providing the 
first analysis of his impact on the Civil War from the Union viewpoint.

Blue & Gray Magazine

The Edge of Mosby’ s Sword is the first scholarly volume to delve into the story of one of John Singleton 
Mosby’ s most trusted and respected officers, Colonel William Henry Chapman. Presenting both military 
and personal perspectives of Chapman’ s life, Gordon B. Bonan offers an in-depth understanding of 
a man transformed by the shattering of his nation. This painstakingly researched account exposes 
a soldier and patriot whose convictions compelled him to battle fiercely for Southern independence; 
whose quest for greatness soured when faced with the brutal realities of warfare; and who sought to 
heal his wounded nation when the guns of war were silenced. Born into a wealthy slave-owning family, 
Chapman was a student of the fiery secessionist rhetoric of antebellum Virginia who eagerly sought 
glory and adventure on the battlefields of the Civil War. Bonan traces Chapman’ s evolution from an 
impassioned student at the University of Virginia to an experienced warrior and leader, providing new 
insight into the officer’ s numerous military accomplishments. Explored here are Chapman’ s previously 
overlooked endeavors as a student warrior, leader of the Dixie Artillery, and as second-in-command 
to Mosby, including his participation in the capture of Harpers Ferry, the battering of Union forces 
at Second Manassas, and his ferocious raids during the 1864 Shenandoah Valley campaign. Bonan 
reveals fresh perspectives on the intrepid maneuvers of Mosby’ s Rangers, the hardships of war, and 
Chapman’ s crucial role as the right hand of the “ Gray Ghost.” But while Mosby recognized him for 
his bravery and daring, the fame Chapman sought always eluded him. Instead, with his honors and 
successes came disillusionment and sorrow, as he watched comrades and civilians alike succumb to 
the terrible toll of the war. The end of the struggle between North and South saw Chapman accept 
defeat with dignity, leading the Rangers to their official surrender and parole at Winchester. With the 
horrors of the war behind him, he quickly moved to embrace the rebuilding of his country, joining the 
Republican party and beginning a forty-two-year career at the IRS enforcing Federal law throughout the 
South. In the end, Chapman’ s life is a study in contradictions: nationalism and reconciliation; slavery 
and liberty; vengeance and chivalry.

Ghost, Thunderbolt, and Wizard

The author's proof of his book with a list of autograph corrections and a review of the book tipped in 
after the text.

A Thousand Points of Truth

Confederate Colonel John Singleton Mosby (1833-1916) was only one of a number of heroes to emerge 
during the Civil War, yet he holds a singular place in the American imagination. He is the irrepressible 
rebel with a cause, the horseman who emerges from the forest to protect the embattled farmer and his 
household and bring retribution to the invader. Mosby was the fabled Gray Ghost of the Confederacy, 
a mythic cavalry officer who operated with virtual impunity behind Union lines near Washington, D.C. 
Through the story of John Mosby, the authors examine how the Civil War becomes memory, history, and 
myth through experience, art, and mass communication. The Mosby Myth provides not just a biography 
of John Mosby's life, but a study of his legacy. Ashdown and Caudill present depictions of Mosby in 
fiction, cinema, and television, and offer a revealing analysis that explains much about American culture 
and the way it has been affected by the lingering impact of the Civil War.

In Pursuit of a Phantom

The product of a symposium held in 1989, this book of essays provides an introduction to the cardinal 
aspects of an important American Civil War campaign. The authors disagree on the relative importance 
of certain operations or leaders in the valley.

Mosby's Memoirs

What can we learn about leadership and the experience of war from the best combat leaders the world 
has ever known? This book takes us behind the scenes and to the front lines of the major wars of 



the past 250 years through the words of twenty combat commanders. What they have to say--which 
is remarkably similar across generational, national, and ideological divides--is a fascinating take on 
military history by those who lived it. It is also worthwhile reading for anyone, from any walk of life, who 
makes executive decisions. The leaders showcased here range from Frederick the Great to Norman 
Schwarzkopf. They include such diverse figures as Napoleon Bonaparte, commanders on both sides 
of the Civil War (William Tecumseh Sherman and Stonewall Jackson), German and American World 
War II generals (Rommel and Patton), a veteran of the Arab-Israeli wars (Moshe Dayan), and leaders 
from both sides of the Vietnam War (Vo Nguyen Giap and Harold Moore). What they have had in 
common is an unrivaled understanding of the art of command and a willingness to lead from the front. 
All earned the respect and loyalty of those they led--and moved them to risk death. The practices of 
these commanders apply to any leadership situation, whether military, business, political, athletic, or 
other. Their words reveal techniques for anticipating the competition, leading through example, taking 
care of the "troops," staying informed, turning bad luck to advantage, improvising, and making bold 
decisions. Leader after leader emphasizes the importance of up-front "muddy boots" leadership and 
reveals what it takes to persevere and win. Identifying a pattern of proven leadership, this book will 
benefit anyone who aspires to lead a country, a squadron, a company, or a basketball team. It is a 
unique distillation of two and a half centuries of military wisdom.

The Memoirs of Col. John S. Mosby

"California Sabers is the story of the California Hundred and Battalion, the only organized group of 
Californians to fight in the East during the Civil War. The 500 select men volunteered their enlistment 
bounty to pay their passage across Panama and on to Massachusetts, where they became the cadre 
of the 2nd Massachusetts Cavalry"-- Book jacket, front flap.

Gray Ghost

The Second Massachusetts Cavalry included the only organized group (5 companies totaling 504 men) 
from California to fight in the east during the Civil War. Led by a young Boston aristocrat, Colonel 
Charles R. Lowell, these men began their wartime careers in Northern Virginia in 1862, clashing with 
the partisan rangers of Major John S. Mosby, in a deadly world of guerrilla warfare. In August of 1864, the 
regiment was assigned to Major General Phil Sheridan's Army of Shenandoah and served through all of 
the battles in the victorious campaign to clear the valley of Confederates, witnessing the final surrender 
at Appomattox Courthouse. This account tells what these men from California and Massachusetts 
accomplished, how they communicated, and how they viewed themselves. The book contains three 
appendices that list the battle casualties of the regiment during its largest engagements. Photographs 
and a bibliography are also included.

Memoirs of Colonel John S. Mosby

The Edge of Mosby’s Sword
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