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Explore the compelling history of the Underground Railroad, a hidden gateway to freedom for countless 
individuals seeking liberation. This crucial chapter in American history, often explored through the 
insights of historians like Eric Foner, reveals the bravery and clandestine networks that forged pathways 
to liberty.
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Gateway to Freedom: The Hidden History of the Underground Railroad

The dramatic story of fugitive slaves and the antislavery activists who defied the law to help them 
reach freedom. More than any other scholar, Eric Foner has influenced our understanding of America's 
history. Now, making brilliant use of extraordinary evidence, the Pulitzer Prize–winning historian once 
again reconfigures the national saga of American slavery and freedom. A deeply entrenched institution, 
slavery lived on legally and commercially even in the northern states that had abolished it after the 
American Revolution. Slaves could be found in the streets of New York well after abolition, traveling 
with owners doing business with the city's major banks, merchants, and manufacturers. New York was 
also home to the North’s largest free black community, making it a magnet for fugitive slaves seeking 
refuge. Slave catchers and gangs of kidnappers roamed the city, seizing free blacks, often children, and 
sending them south to slavery. To protect fugitives and fight kidnappings, the city's free blacks worked 
with white abolitionists to organize the New York Vigilance Committee in 1835. In the 1840s vigilance 
committees proliferated throughout the North and began collaborating to dispatch fugitive slaves from 
the upper South, Washington, and Baltimore, through Philadelphia and New York, to Albany, Syracuse, 
and Canada. These networks of antislavery resistance, centered on New York City, became known 
as the underground railroad. Forced to operate in secrecy by hostile laws, courts, and politicians, the 
city’s underground-railroad agents helped more than 3,000 fugitive slaves reach freedom between 1830 
and 1860. Until now, their stories have remained largely unknown, their significance little understood. 
Building on fresh evidence—including a detailed record of slave escapes secretly kept by Sydney 
Howard Gay, one of the key organizers in New York—Foner elevates the underground railroad from 
folklore to sweeping history. The story is inspiring—full of memorable characters making their first 
appearance on the historical stage—and significant—the controversy over fugitive slaves inflamed the 
sectional crisis of the 1850s. It eventually took a civil war to destroy American slavery, but here at last 
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is the story of the courageous effort to fight slavery by "practical abolition," person by person, family by 
family.

Gateway to Freedom

Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Eric Foner tells the story of how, between 1830 and 1860, three 
remarkable men from New York city - a journalist, a furniture polisher, and a black minister - led a 
secret network that helped no fewer than 3,000 fugitive slaves from the southern states of America to 
a new life of liberty in Canada.

Gateway to Freedom

Author of The Fiery Trial, winner of the Pulitzer Prize in History, the Bancroft Prize, and the Lincoln 
PrizeIn 1835, the New York Vigilance Committee was organized by free blacks working with white 
abolitionists to protect blacks from kidnappers and slave catchers on the streets. Soon such committees 
proliferated in the North, and began a collaboration known as the underground railroad. Until now, 
their stories have remained largely unknown. Building on fresh evidence, Eric Foner elevates the 
underground railroad from folklore to history.

Gateway to Freedom

The dramatic story of fugitive slaves and the antislavery activists who defied the law to help them 
reach freedom. More than any other scholar, Eric Foner has influenced our understanding of America's 
history. Now, making brilliant use of extraordinary evidence, the Pulitzer Prize–winning historian once 
again reconfigures the national saga of American slavery and freedom. A deeply entrenched institution, 
slavery lived on legally and commercially even in the northern states that had abolished it after the 
American Revolution. Slaves could be found in the streets of New York well after abolition, traveling 
with owners doing business with the city's major banks, merchants, and manufacturers. New York was 
also home to the North’s largest free black community, making it a magnet for fugitive slaves seeking 
refuge. Slave catchers and gangs of kidnappers roamed the city, seizing free blacks, often children, and 
sending them south to slavery. To protect fugitives and fight kidnappings, the city's free blacks worked 
with white abolitionists to organize the New York Vigilance Committee in 1835. In the 1840s vigilance 
committees proliferated throughout the North and began collaborating to dispatch fugitive slaves from 
the upper South, Washington, and Baltimore, through Philadelphia and New York, to Albany, Syracuse, 
and Canada. These networks of antislavery resistance, centered on New York City, became known 
as the underground railroad. Forced to operate in secrecy by hostile laws, courts, and politicians, the 
city’s underground-railroad agents helped more than 3,000 fugitive slaves reach freedom between 1830 
and 1860. Until now, their stories have remained largely unknown, their significance little understood. 
Building on fresh evidence—including a detailed record of slave escapes secretly kept by Sydney 
Howard Gay, one of the key organizers in New York—Foner elevates the underground railroad from 
folklore to sweeping history. The story is inspiring—full of memorable characters making their first 
appearance on the historical stage—and significant—the controversy over fugitive slaves inflamed the 
sectional crisis of the 1850s. It eventually took a civil war to destroy American slavery, but here at last 
is the story of the courageous effort to fight slavery by "practical abolition," person by person, family by 
family.

Gateway To Freedom

The dramatic story of fugitive slaves and the antislavery activists who defied the law to help them 
reach freedom. More than any other scholar, Eric Foner has influenced our understanding of America's 
history. Now, making brilliant use of extraordinary evidence, the Pulitzer Prize–winning historian once 
again reconfigures the national saga of American slavery and freedom. A deeply entrenched institution, 
slavery lived on legally and commercially even in the northern states that had abolished it after the 
American Revolution. Slaves could be found in the streets of New York well after abolition, traveling 
with owners doing business with the city's major banks, merchants, and manufacturers. New York was 
also home to the North’s largest free black community, making it a magnet for fugitive slaves seeking 
refuge. Slave catchers and gangs of kidnappers roamed the city, seizing free blacks, often children, and 
sending them south to slavery. To protect fugitives and fight kidnappings, the city's free blacks worked 
with white abolitionists to organize the New York Vigilance Committee in 1835. In the 1840s vigilance 
committees proliferated throughout the North and began collaborating to dispatch fugitive slaves from 
the upper South, Washington, and Baltimore, through Philadelphia and New York, to Albany, Syracuse, 



and Canada. These networks of antislavery resistance, centered on New York City, became known 
as the underground railroad. Forced to operate in secrecy by hostile laws, courts, and politicians, the 
city’s underground-railroad agents helped more than 3,000 fugitive slaves reach freedom between 1830 
and 1860. Until now, their stories have remained largely unknown, their significance little understood. 
Building on fresh evidence—including a detailed record of slave escapes secretly kept by Sydney 
Howard Gay, one of the key organizers in New York—Foner elevates the underground railroad from 
folklore to sweeping history. The story is inspiring—full of memorable characters making their first 
appearance on the historical stage—and significant—the controversy over fugitive slaves inflamed the 
sectional crisis of the 1850s. It eventually took a civil war to destroy American slavery, but here at last 
is the story of the courageous effort to fight slavery by "practical abolition," person by person, family by 
family.

Reconstruction

From the "preeminent historian of Reconstruction" (New York Times Book Review), a newly updated 
edition of the prize-winning classic work on the post-Civil War period which shaped modern America, 
with a new introduction from the author. Eric Foner's "masterful treatment of one of the most complex 
periods of American history" (New Republic) redefined how the post-Civil War period was viewed. 
Reconstruction chronicles the way in which Americans—black and white—responded to the unprece-
dented changes unleashed by the war and the end of slavery. It addresses the ways in which the 
emancipated slaves' quest for economic autonomy and equal citizenship shaped the political agenda 
of Reconstruction; the remodeling of Southern society and the place of planters, merchants, and small 
farmers within it; the evolution of racial attitudes and patterns of race relations; and the emergence of 
a national state possessing vastly expanded authority and committed, for a time, to the principle of 
equal rights for all Americans. This "smart book of enormous strengths" (Boston Globe) remains the 
standard work on the wrenching post-Civil War period—an era whose legacy still reverberates in the 
United States today.

Secret Lives of the Underground Railroad in New York City

During the fourteen years Sydney Howard Gay edited the American Anti-Slavery Society's National 
Anti-Slavery Standard in New York City, he worked with some of the most important Underground 
agents in the eastern United States, including Thomas Garrett, William Still and James Miller McKim. 
Gay's closest associate was Louis Napoleon, a free black man who played a major role in the James 
Kirk and Lemmon cases. For more than two years, Gay kept a record of the fugitives he and Napoleon 
aided. These never before published records are annotated in this book. Revealing how Gay was drawn 
into the bitter division between Frederick Douglass and William Lloyd Garrison, the work exposes the 
private opinions that divided abolitionists. It describes the network of black and white men and women 
who were vital links in the extensive Underground Railroad, conclusively confirming a daily reality.

Voices of Freedom

Edited by Eric Foner and coordinated with each chapter of the text, this companion to Give Me Liberty! 
includes 139 primary-source documents touching on the theme of American freedom.

Voices of Freedom

Edited by Eric Foner and coordinated with each chapter of the text, this companion to Give Me Liberty! 
includes primary-source documents touching on the theme of American freedom. The freedom theme 
is explored in the words of well-known historical figures and ordinary Americans. Each document is 
accompanied by an introductory headnote and study questions.

On Slavery's Border

On Slavery’s Border is a bottom-up examination of how slavery and slaveholding were influenced 
by both the geography and the scale of the slaveholding enterprise. Missouri’s strategic access to 
important waterways made it a key site at the periphery of the Atlantic world. By the time of statehood in 
1821, people were moving there in large numbers, especially from the upper South, hoping to replicate 
the slave society they’d left behind. Diane Mutti Burke focuses on the Missouri counties located along 
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers to investigate small-scale slavery at the level of the household and 
neighborhood. She examines such topics as small slaveholders’ child-rearing and fiscal strategies, the 



economics of slavery, relations between slaves and owners, the challenges faced by slave families, 
sociability among enslaved and free Missourians within rural neighborhoods, and the disintegration of 
slavery during the Civil War. Mutti Burke argues that economic and social factors gave Missouri slavery 
an especially intimate quality. Owners directly oversaw their slaves and lived in close proximity with 
them, sometimes in the same building. White Missourians believed this made for a milder version of 
bondage. Some slaves, who expressed fear of being sold further south, seemed to agree. Mutti Burke 
reveals, however, that while small slaveholding created some advantages for slaves, it also made them 
more vulnerable to abuse and interference in their personal lives. In a region with easy access to the 
free states, the perception that slavery was threatened spawned white anxiety, which frequently led to 
violent reassertions of supremacy.

The Underground Railroad and the Geography of Violence in Antebellum America

A new interpretation of the Underground Railroad that places violence at the center of the story.

Story of American Freedom

Freedom is the cornerstone of his sweeping narrative that focuses not only congressional debates and 
political treatises since the Revolution but how the fight for freedom took place on plantation and picket 
lines and in parlors and bedrooms.

The Fiery Trial: Abraham Lincoln and American Slavery

“A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War era.”—Boston Globe Selected as a 
Notable Book of the Year by the New York Times Book Review, this landmark work gives us a definitive 
account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement with the nation's critical issue: American slavery. A master 
historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln and the broader history of the period into perfect balance. We see 
Lincoln, a pragmatic politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating the dynamic politics of antislavery, 
secession, and civil war. Lincoln's greatness emerges from his capacity for moral and political growth.



Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men

Since its publication twenty-five years ago, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men has been recognized 
as a classic, an indispensable contribution to our understanding of the causes of the American Civil 
War. A key work in establishing political ideology as a major concern of modern American historians, 
it remains the only full-scale evaluation of the ideas of the early Republican party. Now with a new 
introduction, Eric Foner puts his argument into the context of contemporary scholarship, reassessing 
the concept of free labor in the light of the last twenty-five years of writing on such issues as work, 
gender, economic change, and political thought. A significant reevaluation of the causes of the Civil 
War, Foner's study looks beyond the North's opposition to slavery and its emphasis upon preserving the 
Union to determine the broader grounds of its willingness to undertake a war against the South in 1861. 
Its search is for those social concepts the North accepted as vital to its way of life, finding these concepts 
most clearly expressed in the ideology of the growing Republican party in the decade before the war's 
start. Through a careful analysis of the attitudes of leading factions in the party's formation (northern 
Whigs, former Democrats, and political abolitionists) Foner is able to show what each contributed to 
Republican ideology. He also shows how northern ideas of human rights--in particular a man's right 
to work where and how he wanted, and to accumulate property in his own name--and the goals of 
American society were implicit in that ideology. This was the ideology that permeated the North in the 
period directly before the Civil War, led to the election of Abraham Lincoln, and led, almost immediately, 
to the Civil War itself. At the heart of the controversy over the extension of slavery, he argues, is the issue 
of whether the northern or southern form of society would take root in the West, whose development 
would determine the nation's destiny. In his new introductory essay, Foner presents a greatly altered 
view of the subject. Only entrepreneurs and farmers were actually "free men" in the sense used in the 
ideology of the period. Actually, by the time the Civil War was initiated, half the workers in the North 
were wage-earners, not independent workers. And this did not account for women and blacks, who had 
little freedom in choosing what work they did. He goes onto show that even after the Civil War these 
guarantees for "free soil, free labor, free men" did not really apply for most Americans, and especially 
not for blacks. Demonstrating the profoundly successful fusion of value and interest within Republican 
ideology prior to the Civil War, Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men remains a classic of modern American 
historical writing. Eloquent and influential, it shows how this ideology provided the moral consensus 
which allowed the North, for the first time in history, to mobilize an entire society in modern warfare.

Cincinnati's Underground Railroad

Cincinnati played a large part in creatng a refuge for escaped salaves and in the Underground Railroad 
movement. Nearly a century after the American Revolution, the waters of the Ohio River provided 
a real and complex barrier for the United States to navigate. While this waterway was a symbol of 
freedom and equality for thousands of enslaved black Americans who had escaped from the horrible 
institution of enslavement, the Ohio River was also used to transport thousands of slaves down the 
river to the Deep South. Due to Cincinnati's location on the banks of the river, the city's economy was 
tied to the slave society in the South. However, a special cadre of individuals became very active in the 
quest for freedom undertaken by African American fugitives on their journeys to the North. Thanks to 
spearheading by this group of Cincinnatian trailblazers, the Queen City became a primary destination 
on the Underground Railroad, the first multiethnic, multiracial, multiclass human-rights movement in 
the history of the United States.

Forever Free

From one of our most distinguished historians, a new examination of the vitally important years 
of Emancipation and Reconstruction during and immediately following the Civil War–a necessary 
reconsideration that emphasizes the era’s political and cultural meaning for today’s America. In Forever 
Free, Eric Foner overturns numerous assumptions growing out of the traditional understanding of the 
period, which is based almost exclusively on white sources and shaped by (often unconscious) racism. 
He presents the period as a time of determination, especially on the part of recently emancipated black 
Americans, to put into effect the principles of equal rights and citizenship for all. Drawing on a wide 
range of long-neglected documents, he places a new emphasis on the centrality of the black experience 
to an understanding of the era. We see African Americans as active agents in overthrowing slavery, 
in helping win the Civil War, and–even more actively–in shaping Reconstruction and creating a legacy 
long obscured and misunderstood. Foner makes clear how, by war’s end, freed slaves in the South built 
on networks of church and family in order to exercise their right of suffrage as well as gain access to 



education, land, and employment. He shows us that the birth of the Ku Klux Klan and renewed acts of 
racial violence were retaliation for the progress made by blacks soon after the war. He refutes lingering 
misconceptions about Reconstruction, including the attribution of its ills to corrupt African American 
politicians and “carpetbaggers,” and connects it to the movements for civil rights and racial justice. 
Joshua Brown’s illustrated commentary on the era’s graphic art and photographs complements the 
narrative. He offers a unique portrait of how Americans envisioned their world and time. Forever Free 
is an essential contribution to our understanding of the events that fundamentally reshaped American 
life after the Civil War–a persuasive reading of history that transforms our sense of the era from a time 
of failure and despair to a threshold of hope and achievement.

Slavery and Politics in the Early American Republic

Giving close consideration to previously neglected debates, Matthew Mason challenges the common 
contention that slavery held little political significance in America until the Missouri Crisis of 1819. 
Mason demonstrates that slavery and politics were enmeshed in the creation of the nation, and in fact 
there was never a time between the Revolution and the Civil War in which slavery went uncontested. The 
American Revolution set in motion the split between slave states and free states, but Mason explains 
that the divide took on greater importance in the early nineteenth century. He examines the partisan 
and geopolitical uses of slavery, the conflicts between free states and their slaveholding neighbors, 
and the political impact of African Americans across the country. Offering a full picture of the politics of 
slavery in the crucial years of the early republic, Mason demonstrates that partisans and patriots, slave 
and free--and not just abolitionists and advocates of slavery--should be considered important players 
in the politics of slavery in the United States.

Tom Paine and Revolutionary America

Since its publication in 1976, Tom Paine and Revolutionary America hasbeen recognized as a classic 
study of the career of the foremost politicalpamphleteer of the Age of Revolution, and a model of how to 
integrate thepolitical, intellectual, and social history of the struggle for Americanindependence.Foner 
skillfully brings together an account of Paine's remarkable career witha careful examination of the 
social worlds within which he operated, in GreatBritain, France, and especially the United States. He 
explores Paine's politicaland social ideas and the way he popularized them by pioneering a new form 
ofpolitical writing, using simple, direct language and addressing himself to areading public far broader 
than previous writers had commanded. He shows whichof Paine's views remained essentially fixed 
throughout his career, whiledirecting attention to the ways his stance on social questions evolved under 
thepressure of events. This enduring work makes clear the tremendous impact Paine'swriting exerted 
on the American Revolution, and suggests why he failed to have asimilar impact during his career in 
revolutionary France. And it offers newinsights into the nature and internal tensions of the republican 
outlook thathelped to shape the Revolution.In a new preface, Foner discusses the origins of this book 
and the influencesof the 1960s and 1970s on its writing. He also looks at how Paine has beenadopted 
by scholars and politicians of many stripes, and has even been calledthe patron saint of the Internet.

The Story of American Freedom

Eric Foner explores the instance of freedom in America from its founding to the end of the 20th century. 
He describes how freedom is not a fixed and prescribed set of inherited ideas but something that has 
changed, altered and evolved through time by the actions of different groups of people who claim to 
possess it. He encompasses the nature of nationalism and the imagined community that constituted 
the Nation, the concept and practice of slavery and how it shaped groups like the abolitionists, early 
feminists and the labour movement.

Force and Freedom

From its origins in the 1750s, the white-led American abolitionist movement adhered to principles of 
"moral suasion" and nonviolent resistance as both religious tenet and political strategy. But by the 
1850s, the population of enslaved Americans had increased exponentially, and such legislative efforts 
as the Fugitive Slave Act and the Supreme Court's 1857 ruling in the Dred Scott case effectively voided 
any rights black Americans held as enslaved or free people. As conditions deteriorated for African 
Americans, black abolitionist leaders embraced violence as the only means of shocking Northerners out 
of their apathy and instigating an antislavery war. In Force and Freedom, Kellie Carter Jackson provides 
the first historical analysis exclusively focused on the tactical use of violence among antebellum black 



activists. Through rousing public speeches, the bourgeoning black press, and the formation of militia 
groups, black abolitionist leaders mobilized their communities, compelled national action, and drew 
international attention. Drawing on the precedent and pathos of the American and Haitian Revolutions, 
African American abolitionists used violence as a political language and a means of provoking social 
change. Through tactical violence, argues Carter Jackson, black abolitionist leaders accomplished what 
white nonviolent abolitionists could not: creating the conditions that necessitated the Civil War. Force 
and Freedom takes readers beyond the honorable politics of moral suasion and the romanticism of the 
Underground Railroad and into an exploration of the agonizing decisions, strategies, and actions of 
the black abolitionists who, though lacking an official political voice, were nevertheless responsible for 
instigating monumental social and political change.

The Underground Railroad

Portrays the activities of the Underground Railroad in the years prior to the Civil War, and documents the 
routes, lives, hardships, and accomplishments of the "conductors" and their "passengers," the escaped 
slaves.

The Reader's Companion to American History

An A-to-Z historical encyclopedia of US people, places, and events, with nearly 1,000 entries “all equally 
well written, crisp, and entertaining” (Library Journal). From the origins of its native peoples to its 
complex identity in modern times, this unique alphabetical reference covers the political, economic, 
cultural, and social history of America. A fact-filled treasure trove for history buffs, The Reader’s 
Companion is sponsored by the Society of American Historians, an organization dedicated to promoting 
literary excellence in the writing of biography and history. Under the editorship of the eminent historians 
John A. Garraty and Eric Foner, a large and distinguished group of scholars, biographers, and 
journalists—nearly four hundred contemporary authorities—illuminate the critical events, issues, and 
individuals that have shaped our past. Readers will find everything from a chronological account of 
immigration; individual entries on the Bull Moose Party and the Know-Nothings as well as an article 
on third parties in American politics; pieces on specific religious groups, leaders, and movements and 
a larger-scale overview of religion in America. Interweaving traditional political and economic topics 
with the spectrum of America’s social and cultural legacies—everything from marriage to medicine, 
crime to baseball, fashion to literature—the Companion is certain to engage the curiosity, interests, 
and passions of every reader, and also provides an excellent research tool for students and teachers.

Nothing But Freedom

Nothing But Freedom examines the aftermath of emancipation in the South and the restructuring of 
society by which the former slaves gained, beyond their freedom, a new relation to the land they worked 
on, to the men they worked for, and to the government they lived under. Taking a comparative approach, 
Foner examines Reconstruction in the Southern states against the experience of Haiti, the British 
Caribbean, and early twentieth-century southern and eastern Africa. He reveals Reconstruction to have 
been, despite its failings, a unique and dramatic experiment in interracial democracy in the aftermath of 
slavery. Steven Hahn's timely new foreword places Foner's analysis in the context of recent scholarship 
and assesses its enduring impact in the twenty-first century.

The Captive's Quest for Freedom

Examines the impact fugitive slaves had on the Fugitive Slave Law and the coming of the American 
Civil War.

On Freedom Road

A thoughtful and illuminating bicycle journey along the Underground Railroad by a climate scientist 
seeking to engage with American history. The traces of the Underground Railroad hide in plain sight: a 
great church in Philadelphia; a humble old house backing up to the New Jersey Turnpike; an industrial 
outbuilding in Ohio. Over the course of four years, David Goodrich rode his bicycle 3,000 miles east of 
the Mississippi to travel the routes of the Underground Railroad and delve into the history and stories 
in the places where they happened. He followed the most famous of conductors, Harriet Tubman, from 
where she was enslaved in Maryland, on the eastern shore, all the way to her family sanctuary at 
a tiny chapel in Ontario, Canada. Travelling South, he rode from New Orleans, where the enslaved 



were bought and sold, through Mississippi and the heart of the Delta Blues. As we pedal along with 
him, Goodrich brings us to the Borderland along the Ohio River, a kind of no-mans-land between 
North and South in the years before the Civil War. Here, slave hunters roamed both banks of the 
river, trying to catch people as they fled for freedom. We travel to Oberlin, Ohio, a town that staunchly 
defended freedom seekers, embodied in the life of Lewis Leary, who was lost in the fires of Harpers 
Ferry, but his spirit was reborn in the Harlem Renaissance. On Freedom Road enables us to see 
familiar places—New York and Philadelphia, New Orleans and Buffalo—in a very different light: from 
the vantage point of desperate people seeking to outrun the reach of slavery. Join in this journey to 
find the heroes and stories, both known and hidden, of the Underground Railroad.

The Underground Railroad From Slavery to Freedom

The Underground Railroad From Slavery to Freedom is an unchanged, high-quality reprint of the 
original edition of 1898. Hansebooks is editor of the literature on different topic areas such as research 
and science, travel and expeditions, cooking and nutrition, medicine, and other genres. As a publisher 
we focus on the preservation of historical literature. Many works of historical writers and scientists 
are available today as antiques only. Hansebooks newly publishes these books and contributes to the 
preservation of literature which has become rare and historical knowledge for the future.

Activist New York

Activist New York surveys New York City's long history of social activism from the 1650's to the 2010's. 
Bringing these passionate histories alive, Activist New York is a visual exploration of these movements, 
serving as a companion book to the highly-praised Museum of the City of New York exhibition of the 
same name. New York's primacy as a metropolis of commerce, finance, industry, media, and ethnic 
diversity has given it a unique and powerfully influential role in the history of American and global 
activism. Steven H. Jaffe explores how New York's evolving identities as an incubator and battleground 
for activists have made it a "machine for change." In responding to the city as a site of slavery, immigrant 
entry, labor conflicts, and wealth disparity, New Yorkers have repeatedly challenged the status quo. 
Activist New York brings to life the characters who make up these vibrant histories, including David 
Ruggles, an African American shopkeeper who helped enslaved fugitives on the city's Underground 
Railroad during the 1830s; Clara Lemlich, a Ukrainian Jewish immigrant who helped spark the 1909 
"Uprising of 20,000" that forever changed labor relations in the city's booming garment industry; and 
Craig Rodwell, Karla Jay, and others who forged a Gay Liberation movement both before and after the 
Stonewall Riot of June 1969. Permanent exhibition: Puffin Foundation Gallery, Museum of the City of 
New York, USA.

Armies of Deliverance

Loyal Americans marched off to war in 1861 not to conquer the South but to liberate it. In Armies 
of Deliverance, Elizabeth Varon offers both a sweeping narrative of the Civil War and a bold new 
interpretation of Union and Confederate war aims. Lincoln's Union coalition sought to deliver the South 
from slaveholder tyranny and deliver to it the blessings of modern civilization. Over the course of the war, 
supporters of black freedom built the case that slavery was the obstacle to national reunion and that 
emancipation would secure military victory and benefit Northern and Southern whites alike. To sustain 
their morale, Northerners played up evidence of white Southern Unionism, of antislavery progress in 
the slaveholding border states, and of disaffection among Confederates. But the Union's emphasis on 
Southern deliverance served, ironically, not only to galvanize loyal Amer icans but also to galvanize 
disloyal ones. Confederates, fighting to establish an independent slaveholding republic, scorned the 
Northern promise of liberation and argued that the emancipation of blacks was synonymous with the 
subjugation of the white South.

Freedom Road

"Howard Fast makes superb use of his material. ... Aside from its social and historical implications, 
Freedom Road is a high-geared story, told with that peculiar dramatic intensity of which Fast is a 
master". -- Chicago Daily News

The Half Has Never Been Told



Winner of the 2015 Avery O. Craven Prize from the Organization of American Historians Winner 
of the 2015 Sidney Hillman Prize A groundbreaking history demonstrating that America's economic 
supremacy was built on the backs of slaves Americans tend to cast slavery as a pre-modern institution 
-- the nation's original sin, perhaps, but isolated in time and divorced from America's later success. 
But to do so robs the millions who suffered in bondage of their full legacy. As historian Edward E. 
Baptist reveals in The Half Has Never Been Told, the expansion of slavery in the first eight decades 
after American independence drove the evolution and modernization of the United States. In the span 
of a single lifetime, the South grew from a narrow coastal strip of worn-out tobacco plantations to a 
continental cotton empire, and the United States grew into a modern, industrial, and capitalist economy. 
Told through intimate slave narratives, plantation records, newspapers, and the words of politicians, 
entrepreneurs, and escaped slaves, The Half Has Never Been Told offers a radical new interpretation 
of American history.

Battles for Freedom

In thiscollection of polemical pieces, Foner expounds on the relevance ofAbraham Lincoln's legacy in 
the age of Obama and on the need foranother era of Reconstruction. In addition to articles in which Fon-
ercalls out politicians and the powerful for their abuse and misuseof American history, Foner assesses 
some of his fellow leadinghistorians of the late 20th century, including Richard Hofstadter,Howard Zinn 
and Eric Hobsbawm. Foner ends with an open letterto Bernie Sanders analysing the great tradition 
of radicalism thathe has spent his career studying and which, he argues, Americansof progressive 
disposition should seek to celebrate and retrieve.

Pillars of the Republic

Pillars of the Republic is a pioneering study of common-school development in the years before the 
Civil War. Public acceptance of state school systems, Kaestle argues, was encouraged by the people's 
commitment to republican government, by their trust in Protestant values, and by the development of 
capitalism. The author also examines the opposition to the Founding Fathers' educational ideas and 
shows what effects these had on our school system.

Give Me Liberty! An American History

Give Me Liberty! is the #1 book in the U.S. history survey course because it works in the classroom. A 
single-author text by a leader in the field, Give Me Liberty! delivers an authoritative, accessible, concise, 
and integrated American history. Updated with powerful new scholarship on borderlands and the West, 
the Fifth Edition brings new interactive History Skills Tutorials and Norton InQuizitive for History, the 
award-winning adaptive quizzing tool.

Give Me Liberty!: An American History Seagull 6E Combined Vol

A powerful text by an acclaimed historian, Give Me Liberty! delivers an authoritative, concise, and 
integrated American history. In the Sixth Edition, Eric Foner addresses a question that has motivated, 
divided, and stirred passionate debates: ÒWho is an American?Ó With new coverage of issues of 
inclusion and exclusionÑreinforced by new primary source features in the text and a new secondary 
source tutorial onlineÑGive Me Liberty! strengthens studentsÕ most important historical thinking skills. 
The Seagull Edition offers the complete text of the Full Edition in full color and a portable trim size with 
fewer illustrations and maps and an exceptionally low price.

Slave Narratives of the Underground Railroad

Firsthand accounts of escapes from slavery in the American South include narratives by Frederick 
Douglass, Sojourner Truth, and Harriet Tubman as well as lesser-known travelers of the Underground 
Railroad.

Conditional Freedom

While the literature on slave flight in nineteenth-century North America has commonly focused on 
fugitive slaves escaping to the U.S. North and Canada, Conditional Freedom provides new insights 
on the social and political geography of freedom and slavery in nineteenth-century North America 
by exploring the development of southern routes of escape from slavery in the U.S. South and the 
experiences of self-emancipated slaves in the U.S.–Mexico borderlands. In Conditional Freedom, 



Thomas Mareite offers a social history of U.S. refugees from slavery, and provides a political history of 
the clash between Mexican free soil and the spread of slavery west of the Mississippi valley during the 
nineteenth-century.

The Underground Railroad

The Underground Railroad was a complex network of secret routes, safe houses, and courageous 
men and women, both black and white, who helped slaves escape to free states and to Canada. 
"Conductors," such as Harriet Tubman, risked recapture in the South guiding slaves to freedom. 
Readers explore the formation of this extremely effective anti-slavery escape network and the people 
who made it work.

America's Black Past

"This book highlights the rich social and cultural history of the transportation revolution"--

The American Transportation Revolution

Examines the experiences of runaway slaves in North America, conceptually dividing the continent into 
three distinct 'spaces of freedom'.

Freedom Seekers
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