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Crossing Boundaries—Teaching and Learning with Urban Youth

“This is a book of stories told by adolescents and adults about teaching and learning. . . . Puzzlement, 
wonder, curiosity, disruption, and distress mark the emotions of all the storytellers here.” —From 
the Foreword by Shirley Brice Heath, Stanford University “Crossing Boundaries is a must-read for 
anyone interested in improving the academic achievements and enhancing the literacy practices of 
marginalized students.” —Beverly Moss, The Ohio State University “This book will shake the ‘common’ 
and reshape the ‘knowledge’ we have about the passion and potential of students in urban schools.” 
—JoBeth Allen, University of Georgia In her new book, Valerie Kinloch, award-winning author of Harlem 
on Our Minds, sheds light on the ways urban youth engage in “meaning-making” experiences as 
a way to assert critical, creative, and highly sophisticated perspectives on teaching, learning, and 
survival. Kinloch rejects deficit models that have traditionally defined the literacy abilities of students of 
color, especially African American and Latino/a youth. In contrast, she “crosses boundaries” to listen 
to the voices of students attending high school in New York City’s Harlem community. In Crossing 
Boundaries, Kinloch uses a critical teacher-researcher lens to propose new directions for youth 
literacies and achievements. The text features examples of classroom engagements, student writings 
and presentations, discussions of texts and current events, and conversations on skills, process, 
achievement, and underachievement. Valerie Kinloch is associate professor in literacy studies in the 
School of Teaching and Learning at The Ohio State University. Her other books are Harlem on Our 
Minds: Place, Race, and the Literacies of Urban Youth and Urban Literacies: Critical Perspectives on 
Language, Learning, and Community. All royalties go to the Cultivating New Voices Among Scholars 
of Color grant and mentoring program sponsored through the National Council of Teachers of English

Urban Youth And Schooling

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/urban-youth-education
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/urban-youth-education
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/innovative-teaching-methods
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/youth-learning-development
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/educational-equity
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/boundary-crossing-pedagogy
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/boundary-crossing-pedagogy


How can we understand the educational disengagement of urban, working-class young people? What 
role do schools and education policies play in these young people’s difficult relationships with educa-
tion? How might schools help to support and engage urban youth? This book critically engages with 
contemporary notions of 'at risk' youth. It explores the complexity of urban young people's relationships 
with education and schooling and discusses strategies for addressing these issues. Drawing on a two 
year study of urban 14-16 year olds, educational professionals and parents, the book focuses in depth 
on the views and experiences of ethnically diverse young Londoners who had been identified by their 
schools as 'at risk of dropping out of education' and as 'unlikely to progress into post-16 education'. It 
provides an informative and accessible overview of the key issues, debates and theoretical frameworks. 
It is important reading for school leaders, teachers and learning support assistants as well as trainee 
teachers and educational researchers.
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Sensuous Curriculum

The sensuous is the human experience, unfolding our everyday experiences and articulating our 
affects. Without sensory information, we could neither know nor be. This is because we gain information 
through our senses and interpret that information as perceptions, the sociocultural frames used to 
analyze that input. This is the case regardless of how a sensorium is constructed, a more limited 
Western five senses model for example. It is also the case no matter how senses are defined, they 
ways they are expressed, or the ways in which they are understood to function. Further, because there 
are often greater differences between members within a particular group than divergences between 
groups, how one attends to and acts in light of sensory information is always a polyphonic tapestry 
constructed on the warp of the sociocultural and the weft of individualism. Education, the transfer of 
information between people, animals, things, and ecologies, is therefore a sensory endeavor. Sensuous 
curriculum is one means of describing this deeply layered intersection of educational ways of being and 
knowing. In many ways inverting how questions of curriculum are often framed, Sensuous Curriculum: 
Politics and the Senses in Education foregrounds how sensory understandings are forms of education-
al, relational politics. Bringing the depth and complexity of sensory studies firmly into curriculum and 
foundational studies of education, contributors to this volume address this educational and political 
intersection from a wide variety of theoretical and practical perspectives that are always embodied 
and material. Approached in an academic yet accessible manner, Sensuous Curriculum addresses 
key questions about what it means to educate and the ideas and ideals render those understandings 
sensible. This variety, depth, and accessibility combine to make Sensuous Curriculum an important 
resource for those interested in critical studies of the senses in educational ecologies and holistic 
education. It is a text as at home in theory and methods doctoral courses as it is in undergraduate 
courses for preservice teachers and will be of interest to those searching for rich ways to conceptualize 
education outside of a standards-centric perspective. Praise for Sensuous Curriculum: "This collection 
engages and challenges readers to think more deeply about questions of curriculum in connection 
to the sensuous in ways not typically considered, existing multi-dimensionally in transdisciplinary, 
interdisciplinary, and cross- disciplinary work. This compelling, intellectually stimulating, exhilarating 
volume is a canonical contribution everyone must study." Theodorea Regina Berry Professor and Chair, 
African American Studies College of Social Sciences, San Jose State University "Dr. Gershon’s edited 
collection, Sensuous Curriculum: Politics and the Senses in Education, makes the case for corrective 
action. By exploring the sensory as human experience, curriculum, and political, the authors of this 
volume offer iterations and variations for interrupting the ignor(anc)es of the sensorium in education 
and the body in making sense." M. Francyne Huckaby Associate Dean, TCU School of Interdisciplinary 



Studies Professor, Curriculum Studies, TCU College of Education & Center for Public Education "I 
thoroughly enjoyed sensing this book. This collection defies the conventional popular trends that sit 
inside the classic curriculum vinyl on our bookshelves. And in Aokian fashion, Walter Gershon has 
successfully brought together an ensemble of curriculum scholars who dare us to improvise and replay 
the possibilities and limitations of educational research as a tantalization of our senses. The research 
put forth in this collection not only promises to the break barriers of our thinking, but also makes 
significant contributions to and beyond post-humanism, new materialism, curriculum and affect theory. 
All serious scholars—artists, teacher educators, teachers, graduate students, community activists—of 
curriculum studies will want to purchase a copy of this carefully, crafted, curated sensuous collection. 
Without reservation...put the needle on their record, cause I am one of their biggest fans." Nicholas 
Ng-A-Fook Professor, Director of Teacher Education, Indigenous Teacher Education Co-Director of the 
Réseau de Savoir sur l’Equité/Equity Knowledge Network Faculty of Education, University of Ottawa

What They Don't Learn in School

Contributors to this book have illuminated the practices of literacy and learning in the lives of urban 
youth. Their descriptions and assessments of these practices are anchored in perspectives of «New 
Literacy Studies». The ten studies explore a number of urban scenes in order to engage, understand, 
and present multiple youth identities, attitudes, activities, representations, and stories connected to 
a range of situated, adaptive, and voluntary uses of literacy. The authors use a variety of conceptual 
and methodological approaches to explicate the various skills, the distinct methods of production or 
composition, the subjective and collective meanings, the mutable and variegated texts, and the dynamic 
contexts that urban youth utilize for expression, affirmation, and pleasure. There is a response to each 
chapter by a major scholar in its area of focus. Together, these studies and responses contribute to a 
more comprehensive understanding of the pedagogies, politics, and possibilities of literacy and learning 
in and out of school.

Service-Learning in Literacy Education

This edited collection will stand as the first volume that specifically describes service-learning programs 
and courses designed as part of teacher education programs in the fields of literacy education, 
secondary English education, elementary language arts education, and related fields. The contributing 
authors describe the programs they have developed at their universities and/or in their local com-
munities, providing information about the rationale for their initiative, the design of the course, the 
outcomes of the experience, and other matters that will help literacy educators develop similar courses 
and experiences of their own. Additionally, this edited collection will fill a great gap in the field’s 
knowledge of alternative forms of teacher education. It will provide descriptions of service-learning 
initiatives that have been field-tested with demonstrable results. Thus far the field has produced widely 
scattered articles in journals covering a variety of disciplines, but no definitive collection of papers in 
which service-learning designed to promote literacy instruction is housed in a single volume edited for 
cross-referencing and thematic categorization. The two editors have developed courses and received 
grants to support service-learning initiatives at their universities and believe that others might develop 
similar programs if they had better understandings of their value and design. Their intention with this 
volume is to promote service-learning more broadly among literacy educators.

Adolescent Literacies

Showcasing cutting-edge findings on adolescent literacy teaching and learning, this unique handbook 
is grounded in the realities of students' daily lives. It highlights research methods and instructional 
approaches that capitalize on adolescents' interests, knowledge, and new literacies. Attention is given 
to how race, gender, language, and other dimensions of identity--along with curriculum and teaching 
methods--shape youths' literacy development and engagement. The volume explores innovative ways 
that educators are using a variety of multimodal texts, from textbooks to graphic novels and digital 
productions. It reviews a range of pedagogical approaches; key topics include collaborative inquiry, 
argumentation, close reading, and composition.ÿ

Humanizing Research

What does it mean to conduct research for justice with youth and communities who are marginalized by 
systems of inequality based on race, ethnicity, sexuality, citizenship status, gender, and other categories 
of difference? In this collection, editors Django Paris and Maisha Winn have selected essays written 



by top scholars in education on humanizing approaches to qualitative and ethnographic inquiry with 
youth and their communities. Vignettes, portraits, narratives, personal and collaborative explorations, 
photographs, and additional data excerpts bring the findings to life for a better understanding of how 
to use research for positive social change.

Crossing Cultural Boundaries in East Asia and Beyond

The studies in this volume reveal the personal complexities and ambiguities of crossing borders and 
boundaries, with a focus on modern East Asia. The authors transcend geography-bound border and 
migration studies by moving beyond the barriers of national borders.

Race, Justice, and Activism in Literacy Instruction

This volume brings together respected scholars to examine the intersections of race, justice, and 
activism in direct relation to the teaching and learning of critical literacy. The authors focus on literacy 
praxis that reflect how students--with the loving, critical support of teachers and teacher educators--en-
gage in resistance work and collaborate for social change. Each chapter theorizes how students 
and adults initiate and/or participate in important justice work, how their engagements are situated 
within a critical literacy lens, and what their engagements look like in schools and communities. The 
authors also explore the importance of this work in the context of current sociopolitical developments, 
including police shootings, deportations, and persistent educational inequities. Book Features: The 
most recent work of both emerging and well-known literacy and social justice scholars. Examples of 
student activism across multiple geographic contexts in the United States. Accessible questions to help 
guide discussions related to the overall topics, theories, and methods. Artifacts, such as images and 
artwork, from students and educators to allow readers multiple ways of entering the text.

Humanizing Education for Immigrant and Refugee Youth

This important book offers strategies, models, and concrete ideas for better serving newcomer immi-
grant and refugee youth in U.S. schools, with a focus on grades 6–12. The authors present 20 strategies 
grouped under three categories: (1) classroom and instructional design, (2) school design, and (3) ex-
tracurricular, community, and alumni partnerships. Each chapter provides research-based information, 
classroom examples, tips for implementing each strategy, and additional resources. Readers will find 
engaging profiles of schools, students, and alumni interspersed throughout the book, offering both 
varied perspectives and practical advice. Humanizing Education for Immigrant and Refugee Youth will 
assist today’s educators, school leaders, policymakers, and scholars interested in the holistic success 
and well-being of immigrant and refugee students. Book Features: Practical strategies for educators 
and school leaders are rooted in empirical research and classroom narratives from across the United 
States.Multiple, real-life examples are used to illustrate each strategy.Each chapter concludes with 
a brief summary and recommended resources.School and student profiles demonstrate what the 
strategies look like in practice, as well as their benefits for students.Diverse perspectives are presented 
by researchers, classroom teachers, school leaders, and newcomer students.



It Takes an Ecosystem

It Takes an Ecosystem explores the idea and potential of the Allied Youth Fields—an aspirational term 
that suggests increased connection across the multiple systems in which adults engage with young 
people. Recent research and initiatives make a strong case for what developmentalists have argued for 
decades: A young person’s learning and development is shaped in positive and negative ways by the 
interactions they have with all the adults in their life. Now is the time to reshape our systems to support 
this scientific understanding. The chapters in this book provide ideas, tools, examples, and visions for 
a more connected, more equitable world for young people and the adults in their lives. Endorsements 
for It Takes an Ecosystem "It Takes an Ecosystem offers a powerful and timely engagement of the 
possibilities and challenges facing the Out-of-School Time sector…this book charts a path forward 
for scholars, practitioners, community members to imagine OST anew---in ways that are socially 
just and affirming, centered on the optimal development of youth and the power of community." — 
Bianca Baldridge University of Wisconsin Madison "The book’s emphasis on an ecosystem approach, 
anchored in commitments to equity and racial justice, combines evidence-based analyses with a 
future-oriented call to action for the allied youth fields. This book will be a must-read for those committed 
to radically re-thinking how we bring sectors together to support thriving for children and youth." Ben 
Kirshner University of Colorado

Educating About Social Issues in the 20th and 21st Centuries Vol. 3

EDUCATING ABOUT SOCIAL ISSUES IN THE 20th and 21st Centuries: A Critical Annotated Bibliog-
raphy, Volume 3 is the third volume in a series that addresses an eclectic host of issues germane to 
teaching and learning about social issues at the secondary level of schooling, ranging over roughly 
a one hundred year period (between 1915 and 2013). Volume 3 specifically addresses how an 
examination of social issues can be incorporated into the extant curriculum. Experts in various areas 
each contribute a chapter in the book. Each chapter is comprised of a critical essay and an annotated 
bibliography of key works germane to the specific focus of the chapter.

Active Learning

While many educators acknowledge the challenges of a curriculum shaped by test preparation, imple-
menting meaningful new teaching strategies can be difficult. Active Learning presents an examination 
of innovative, interactive teaching strategies that were successful in engaging urban students who 
struggled with classroom learning. Drawing on rich ethnographic data, the book proposes participatory 
action research as a viable approach to teaching and learning that supports the development of 
multiple literacies in writing, reading, research and oral communication. As Wright argues, in connecting 
learning to authentic purposes and real world consequences, participatory action research can serve 
as a model for meaningful urban school reform. After an introduction to the history and demographics 
of the working-class West Coast neighborhood in which the described PAR project took place, 
the book discusses the "pedagogy of praxis" method and the project’s successful development of 
student voice, sociopolitical analysis capacities, leadership skills, empowerment and agency. Topics 
addressed include an analysis and discussion of the youth-driven PAR process, the reactions of 
student researchers, and the challenges for adults in maintaining youth and adult partnerships. A 
thought-provoking response to current educational challenges, Active Learning offers both timely 
implications for educational reform and recommendations to improve school policies and practices.

Teaching and Learning on the Verge

Based on 20 years of teaching experience and research in schools across the country, Teaching 
and Learning on the Verge demonstrates how educators in all disciplines can integrate civic en-
gagement, multicultural literacy, and leadership into their classrooms and programs. Featuring voices 
from literature and philosophy in dialogue with the living stage of classrooms, streets, and community 
spaces, this book offers an imaginative and practical guide to democratic education. Teaching and 
Learning on the Verge will help educators to: Apply models for breaking down walls between school 
and society. Provide students with experiences that deepen their understanding of identity, justice, and 
relationships. Make learning meaningful to students by bridging communities, generations, and other 
social divides. Resist a narrow focus on achievement and make space for students as independent 
thinkers and leaders of social change. Make schools stronger by challenging the processes that people 
in power use to thwart movements for equality. “Teaching and Learning on the Verge exemplifies the 



giddiness, unpredictability, and intrinsic messiness of democratic action and civic learning. Elliott offers 
an engaging whirlwind of examples and ideas in examining civic action among and with youth in 
a multicultural democracy.” —Meira Levinson, associate professor of education, Harvard Graduate 
School of Education “One teacher’s efforts to practice democracy in her classroom, becomes a 
scholarly, yet sparkling, exploration of the thought and practice and real difficulties involved in enacting 
varieties of democratic learning. Personal testimony goes hand in hand with intellectual depth to 
produce this vital handbook for adventurous teachers everywhere.” —Jay Featherstone, poet, writer, 
and educator, former editor of The New Republic

Literacy Teacher Educators

Literacy Teacher Educators: Preparing Teachers for a Changing World brings together the perspectives 
of 26 literacy/English teacher educators from four countries: Canada, U.S., UK, and Australia. In this 
unique text the contributors, of whom many are renowned experts in critical literacy and multiliteracies, 
provide readers with an overview of trends in literacy/English teacher education. The chapters begin 
with authors’ personal stories and current research, giving readers insight into the personal and 
professional worlds of the contributors. Included in each chapter is a rich description of approaches 
to literacy instruction in teacher education. These exemplary teacher educators show in concrete 
detail how they are addressing our evolving understanding of literacy . This timely text, written in a 
highly engaging style, will be of value to teacher educators throughout the world. I have never read 
anything quite like this book. It contains explicit representations of the conceptual frames and work 
of distinguished literacy teacher educators at various stages in their careers, accounts that provide a 
strong counter-narrative to the mainstream discourse in policy and education, that fully embrace the 
uncertainties and complexities of practice." From the Forward by Susan L. Lytle, Professor Emerita of 
Education in the Graduate School of Education, University of Pennsylvania

Fear and Learning in America

In this moving account, “America’s Superintendent” John Kuhn lays bare the scare tactics at the root 
of the modern school “reform” movement. Kuhn conveys a deeply held passion for the mission and 
promise of public education through his own experience as a school administrator in Texas. When his 
“Alamo Letter” first appeared in the Washington Post, it galvanized the educational community in a call 
to action that was impossible to ignore. This powerful book requires us to question whether the current 
education crisis will be judged by history as a legitimate national emergency or an agenda-driven panic, 
spurred on by a media that is, for the most part, uninterested in anything but useless soundbites. 
Essential reading for teachers, administrators, policymakers, and everyone concerned with public 
education, Fear and Learning in America: Analyzes school reform from the perspective of a practicing 
school administrator who isn’t sold on the corporate reform package. Places school reform in the 
historical context of similar episodes of national hand-wringing. Offers encouragement and appreciation 
to classroom teachers who are exhausted by the vilification that modern school reform has served up. 
“John Kuhn’s book is packed with more wisdom than any 10 books that I have read about American 
education. It is the wisdom born of experience. It is the wisdom of a man who cares about children, 
families, and community.” —From the Foreword by Diane Ravitch, author of Reign of Error “In Fear 
and Learning in America, John Kuhn weaves together stories from his life as a teacher and missionary 
with tales from history. The result is a fresh way of thinking about schools and educational policy. 
Refuting A Nation at Risk, Mr. Kuhn warns, persuasively, of ‘a rising tide of inequality.’ His message, 
artfully delivered in this important book, should be heeded.” —John Merrow, education correspondent, 
PBS NewsHour, and president, Learning Matters, Inc. “Kuhn is a superb educator and his valuable 
book effectively dissects the myths about today’s high-stakes testing environment and the worsening 
conditions under which educators are expected to make miracles every day, or else. His cogent 
arguments against such policies demonstrate what is really important and should inform the debate 
about public education.” —Randi Weingarten, president, American Federation of Teachers “This book 
is a brilliantly clear defense of public education as our nation’s most valuable asset. John Kuhn 
fearlessly names the fact that today’s education reformers, like the renowned emperor, wear no clothes.” 
—Christine Sleeter, professor emerita, California State University Monterey Bay John Kuhn is a public 
school administrator in Texas and a vocal advocate for public education. His “Alamo Letter” and YouTube 
videos of his 2011 speech at a Save Texas Schools rally went viral, as did his 2012 essay, “The 
Exhaustion of the American Teacher.”

Expanding College Access for Urban Youth



This timely book demonstrates why there needs to be a more thoughtful and collaborative effort 
on the part of K–12 schools, as well as institutions of higher education, to provide better college 
access to students from low-income communities. Building on a 10-year case study of a successful 
school-university partnership, the authors examine the supports, mentoring, and resources needed 
to transform the college opportunities and life chances for under-represented urban youth. Featuring 
first-hand accounts from student participants, the book documents how the model provided college 
access to some of the most selective and prestigious universities across the nation. Because this 
partnership situates college access within a social justice framework, it is one of the more unique 
programs in the country. “Few social problems are of more pressing importance than the challenge 
of increasing access to higher education. Howard, Tunstall, and Flennaugh carefully outline those 
problems and give us our marching orders. Historical. Empirical. Well-written. Thoughtful. Provocative. 
This book is useful for all of us concerned about access and equity in education.” —William G. Tierney, 
professor & co-director, Pullias Center for Higher Education, University of Southern California “This 
book represents a moral and ethical call to any of us who believe in an educational pipeline for liberty, 
humanity, possibility, and justice for all—everyday!” —H. Richard Milner IV, Helen Faison Professor of 
Urban Education, University of Pittsburgh Contributors: Irene Atkins, Bree Blades, Jon Carroll, Whitney 
Gouche, Tr’Vel Lyons, Justyn Patterson, Jerry Morrison, Michelle Smith, Ashley V. Williams

Race, Community, and Urban Schools

In this important book, award-winning author Stuart Greene enters the ongoing conversation about 
low-income African American families and their role in helping their children flourish. Greene focuses 
on parents’ self-defined roles within the context of race, urban development, and an economy that 
has created opportunity for some and displaced others. Moving beyond analysis to action, the author 
describes a partnering strategy to help educators understand the lived experiences of children and 
families and to use their funds of knowledge as resources for teaching. This book combines critical 
race theory, critical geography, first-hand accounts, and research on literacy practices at home to 
provide a powerful tool that will help teachers and administrators see families in new ways. Book 
Features: Describes a partnering model that encourages educators to consider the social, cultural, 
racial, and economic factors that shape parent engagement with schools.Identifies important areas 
of misunderstanding between African American parents and their children’s teachers.Incorporates 
personal narratives of children whose voices are rarely part of research on parent involvement. “Race, 
Community, and Urban Schools will make a difference in the lives of teachers and administrators. As 
you read this book, you may find yourself moved, intrigued, or saddened by some of the examples 
Stuart Greene provides. And throughout, you will find yourself rethinking, reprocessing, and recreating 
some of your most cherished ideas or preconceived notions about African American families.” —From 
the Foreword by Patricia Edwards, Michigan State University “This powerful—and hopeful—book 
challenges dominant portrayals of African American parent disengagement in their children’s education 
and exposes relations of race, power, and urban restructuring that exclude low-income parents of color. 
Through counterstories of parents’ deep commitment to their children’s education, Stuart Greene opens 
a space for us to think differently about creating democratic family-school partnerships.” —Pauline 
Lipman, professor, University of Illinois at Chicago

Studying Urban Youth Culture Primer

This book provides a concise introduction to the practical and theoretical complexities of studying 
urban youth culture today. Looking across disciplines such as anthropology, sociology, and education, 
Dimitriadis explores the ways urban youth have been framed - in often limiting and problematic ways - 
in the popular and academic imagination. Moving beyond critique alone, this highly accessible primer 
opens a discussion about what a truly powerful, emergent field of critical youth studies might look like. 
Looking toward the future of this field, this book discusses the most important methodological and 
substantive trends and issues scholars will be addressing now and in the years to come. The Studying 
Urban Youth Culture Primer is an indispensable text for students in a range of qualitative methods and 
urban education courses.

International Handbook on Child Rights and School Psychology

This handbook examines the meanings, implications, and transformative potential of a child-rights 
approach for school psychology. It focuses on the school community, in which psychology is committed 
to promoting well-being, learning, and development of all children. The handbook begins with an 



overview of the 1989 United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) and explores main 
themes such as, survival, protection, development, participation, and nondiscrimination. Chapters pro-
vide guidance in promoting and protecting child rights when dealing with critical issues relevant to the 
school community, including well-being, freedom from violence, and access to high quality education. In 
addition, chapters analyze and offer recommendations for child rights applications within the roles and 
responsibilities of school psychologists. The handbook concludes with future directions for achieving 
a child-rights approach for school psychology. Topics featured in this handbook include: The current 
status of child rights in the international community. Accountability for child rights by school psychology. 
Collaborative home, school, and community practices aimed at promoting family support. Protecting 
child rights within the realm of competitive sports. CRC and school-based intervention programming. 
Promoting child rights through school leadership. Applying child rights-respecting research to the 
study of psychological well-being. The International Handbook on Child Rights and School Psychology 
is a must-have resource for researchers, scientist-practitioners, clinicians, and graduate students in 
child and school psychology, educational policy and politics, social work, public health, and other 
school-based or child-serving mental health disciplines.

Spectacular Things Happen Along the Way

This celebrated narrative shows how a teacher, alongside his 5th-grade students, co-created a cur-
riculum based on the students’ needs, interests, and questions. Follow Brian Schultz and his students 
from a Chicago housing project as they work together to develop an emergent and authentic curriculum 
based on what is most important to the 5th-graders—replacing their dilapidated school. The persuasive 
storytelling that captured the attention of educators and the media depicts the journey of one teacher 
in an urban school and his students juxtaposed against the powerful and entrenched bureaucracy 
of Chicago’s public education system. In this second edition, Schultz examines how school reform 
continues to fail students in urban contexts, reflects on his teaching and writing from a decade ago, and 
offers compelling updates on students and what became of the school. A lot can be learned from the 
young people of Room 405, then and now. Not only did these particular 5th-graders push back against 
the city and school board in their pursuit for a better learning environment for themselves and their 
community, but they also learned about the power of using their voices in purposeful ways. “We can 
only hope that educators will read the new edition and be inspired to make similar choices themselves.” 
—From the Foreword by Pedro Noguera, UCLA “In this eagerly awaited second edition, Schultz has 
reiterated what it means to be a courageous and caring teacher.” —From the Afterword by Sonia Nieto, 
professor emerita, University of Massachusetts, Amherst “A compelling read that continues to remind 
us how much a better world depends on our ability to foster learning and teaching experiences that 
nurture young people’s capacity to think deeply.” —Denise Taliaferro Baszile, VP, AERA Division B “This 
second edition highlights the ongoing dismantling of urban public schools in the name of ‘reform,’ even 
while fueling our sense of possibility and hope.” —Kevin Kumashiro, author, Bad Teacher!
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Deep Knowledge



Deep Knowledge is a book about how peoples ideas change as they learn to teach. Using the 
experiences of six middle and high school student teachers as they learn to teach science in diverse 
classrooms, Larkin explores how their work changes the way they think about students, society, 
schools, and science itself. Through engaging case stories, Deep Knowledge challenges some com-
monly held assumptions about learning to teach and tackles problems inherent in many teacher 
education programs. This book digs deep into the details of teacher learning in a way seldom attempted 
in teacher education textbooks.

Handbook of Writing Research, Second Edition

This authoritative volume synthesizes current knowledge on writing development in children and 
adolescents and the processes underlying successful learning and teaching. The most comprehensive 
work of its kind, the volume encompasses both cognitive and sociocultural perspectives. Leading 
investigators present salient theoretical models; describe cutting-edge research methodologies and 
analytic tools; summarize available data on the effectiveness of major instructional approaches; and 
identify key directions for future research. Emphasizing the importance.

Teaching with Conscience in an Imperfect World

In this beautifully written little book, Bill Ayers blends personal anecdotes with critique of the state of 
education. He offers a plan to help educators, policymakers, and parents to stretch toward something 
new and dramatically betterschools that are more joyful, more balanced, and more guided by the power 
of love.

Same as It Never Was

After a decade as an education professor, Greg Michie decided to return to his teaching roots. He went 
back to the same Chicago neighborhood, the same public school, and the same grade level and subject 
he taught in the 1990s. But much had changed—both in schools and in the world outside them. Same 
As It Never Was chronicles Michie’s efforts to navigate the new realities of public schooling while also 
trying to rediscover himself as a teacher. Against a backdrop of teacher strikes and anti-testing protests, 
the movement for Black lives and the deepening of anti-immigrant sentiment, this book invites readers 
into an award-winning teacher’s classroom as he struggles to teach toward equity and justice in a time 
where both are elusive for too many children in our nation’s schools. “Michie’s volume brings us back 
to the reality of public school teaching.” —From the Foreword by Gloria Ladson-Billings, University of 
Wisconsin–Madison “Teachers will love this beautiful book, and anyone who cares about the future of 
our democracy.” —Sonia Nieto, professor emerita, University of Massachusetts Amherst “Michie helps 
us to see the successes, tensions, shortcomings, and triumphs in his own classroom and community 
so that we may see the extraordinary possibility of the work to be done in ours.” —Cornelius Minor, 
educator and author “Honest and compassionate.” —Edwin Mayorga, Swarthmore College

Bad Teacher! How Blaming Teachers Distorts the Bigger Picture

In his latest book, leading educator and author Kevin Kumashiro takes aim at the current debate on 
educational reform, paying particular attention to the ways that scapegoating public school teachers, 
teacher unions, and teacher educators masks the real, systemic problems. He convincingly demon-
strates how current trends, like market-based reforms and fast-track teacher certification programs 
are creating overwhelming obstacles to achieving an equitable education for all children. Bad Teacher! 
highlights the common ways that both the public and influential leaders think about the problems and 
solutions for public education, and suggests ways to help us see the bigger picture and reframe the 
debate. Compelling, accessible, and grounded in current initiatives and debates, this book is important 
reading for a diverse audience of policymakers, school leaders, parents, and everyone who cares 
about education. Kevin K. Kumashiro is director of the Center for Anti-Oppressive Education and 
president-elect (2010–2012) of the National Association for Multicultural Education. He is a professor 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago, and the author of The Seduction of Common Sense: How the 
Right Has Framed the Debate on America's Schools. Praise for Bad Teacher! “This book could be a 
springboard for teachers . . . to become more actively involved in advocating for a paradigm shift in our 
concept of education.” —Grace Lee Boggs, The Boggs Center “Kumashiro is a remarkable sleuth who 
… shows us how the deck is stacked, how the game is played, who gains, and who loses. Join him in a 
clarion call to build a Movement to reclaim public education.” —Robert P. Moses, The Algebra Project 



“Courageous, blunt, and hopeful, Bad Teacher! offers a democratic vision for true educational change.” 
—Sonia Nieto, University of Massachusetts at Amherst “Anyone seeking to understand why so many of 
the reforms we have pursued have failed will benefit from reading this book.” —Pedro A. Noguera, New 
York University “Kumashiro explains why we should think differently about the prescriptions that are now 
taken for granted—and wrong.” —Diane Ravitch, New York University, author of The Death and Life of 
the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education “Kumashiro 
expertly examines the many forces working against public education, and how and why these forces are 
at play.” —Dennis Van Roekel, President, National Education Association “Bad Teacher! is oh-so-smart 
and timely. . . . This book attacks head-on the ragged patchwork of ‘school reform’ that has left us without 
even the vocabulary to frame what’s gone wrong.” —Patricia J. Williams, Columbia Law School 2012 
Must-read book about K–12 education in the U.S., Christian Science Monitor

Designing Critical Literacy Education through Critical Discourse Analysis

Uniquely bringing together discourse analysis, critical literacy, and teacher research, this book invites 
teacher educators, literacy researchers, and discourse analysts to consider how discourse analysis 
can be used to foster critical literacy education. It is both a guide for conducting critical discourse 
analysis and a look at how the authors, alongside their teacher education students, used the tools of 
discourse analysis to inquire into, critique, and design critical literacy practices. Through an intimate 
look at the workings of a university teacher education course and the discourse analysis tools that 
teacher-researchers use to understand their classrooms, the book provides examples of both pre-ser-
vice teachers and teacher educators becoming critically literate. The context-rich examples highlight 
the ways in which discourse analysis aids teachers’ decision making in the moment and reflections 
on their practice over time. Readers learn to conduct discourse analysis as they read about critical 
literacy practices at the university level. Designed to be interactive, each chapter features step-by-step 
procedures for conducting each kind of discourse analysis (narrative, critically oriented, multimodal), 
sample analyses, and additional readings and resources. By attending to the micro-interactions as well 
as processes that unfold across time, the book illustrates the power and potential of discourse analysis 
as a pedagogical and research tool.

Disrupting Hierarchy in Education

This timely book features rich examples of students and teachers, defined as learning partners, 
disrupting hierarchy in education by collaborating on social change projects. At the book’s core is 
Paulo Freire’s theorization of students and teachers working together toward co-liberation. Co-written 
by learning partners, each chapter in this collection highlights a social change project that puts Freire’s 
theories into action. Projects span a range of academic disciplines and geographical locations from 
K–12, university/college, and non-formal educational contexts. Appropriate as both a textbook and a 
primer on collaborative social change-making, Disrupting Hierarchy in Education offers inspiration and 
models of community-engaged learning programs from across the globe. Topics include community 
education, public writing, using media for popular education, adolescent and youth development, 
climate change education, peace and justice leadership development, revolutionary nonviolence, liter-
acy teacher education, citizenship education, development of Latin American studies, palliative care, 
reflections on identity and subjectivity, anti-racism education, trauma-informed pedagogy, wellness, 
and art curation. Contributors include Gilberto Q. Conchas, Sarah Diem,Nyna Amin, Chief Baba Neil 
Clarke, Ute Kelly, Grácia Lopes Lima, Jing Lin, Matt Meyer, and Ashley Visagie.

Worth Striking For

Written by activist educators, Worth Striking For speaks to teachers and teachers-to-be about the 
drastic changes in the landscape of public education in recent decades and focuses on what they 
need to know about the debates and complex issues of reform affecting their lives and professions. 
The book identifies the most significant shifts in education policy, including how policy has helped or 
hindered the broader educational purposes of schools. Using the 2012 Chicago teachers strike as a 
framing device, the authors demonstrate how each of the policy areas addressed is critically important 
to teachers’ lives and work. Each chapter describes one of the Chicago teachers’ demands, and then 
explores a related policy arena through the lens of an associated philosophical purpose of education. 
The text features individually authored vignettes that juxtapose the authors’ personal experiences with 
the issues, bringing policy and policy activism to life. This hopeful book will inspire and empower 
teachers to take action in their schools, communities, districts, and states. "Grounded in Chicago-based 



education activism, Nuñez, Michie, and Konkol provide compelling lessons for urban education across 
the country. From union reform to diversifying the teaching force to challenging school closings, the 
analyses and narratives of these Chicago activist-scholars are a much needed guide for the rest of us. 
Spread the word!" —Gary Anderson, New York University "As a future teacher, I am so thankful that 
this book exists. Worth Striking For's empowering lessons are rarely taught to preservice teachers like 
myself. Reading this book has reminded me that impacting our students' lives is not limited to what we 
do inside the classroom, but what we fight for outside of it, too. It's a must read for anyone who believes 
the future of education and our youth are worth fighting for." —Stephanie Rivera, future teacher and 
graduate student, Rutgers University

Holler If You Hear Me, Comic Edition

This graphic memoir of teaching in urban America is a brilliant reimagining of the classic text by 
Gregory Michie, Holler If You Hear Me: The Education of a Teacher and His Students. Michie is joined 
by illustrator Ryan Alexander-Tanner and 10 artists—most of them young people of color—to bring 
a fresh, vibrant energy to the original tale of struggle and hope in the classroom. First published in 
1999, the text has become one of the most enduring teacher memoirs of our time. Using comics to 
tell the story, this edition weaves back and forth, like the original, between Michie’s awakening as a 
young teacher and the first-person stories of his students. Set in 1990s Chicago, but startlingly relevant 
today, this powerful adaptation of a long-time educator favorite is sure to inspire a new generation of 
teachers, students, and anyone who is concerned about the future of public education. “It is a great 
and marvelous thing to be reminded that to change the world we need only to change ourselves. Greg 
Michie and his students give me that hope.” —Sandra Cisneros, author of The House on Mango Street 
“Individually and as a collection, these stories remind educators of their primary purpose: to fully see 
the young people they teach with and learn from each day. Interpreted and adapted by a group of 
incredible young artists, this new edition is a particular gift to those eager to see with young people, 
shifting our lens toward empathy and justice as we learn the value of seeing school through their eyes.” 
—Carla Shalaby, Coordinator of Social Justice Initiatives and Community Internships, University of 
Michigan School of Education “What moved me when I first read Holler years ago as a new teacher, 
and moves me even more now with the new graphic novel, is Greg’s willingness to keep listening to 
young people, to keep valuing their inherent brilliance, and to keep seeking ways to make his instruction 
respond directly to relevant issues. I cannot wait to share Holler If You Hear Me, Comic Edition.” —Kim 
Parker, cofounder of #DisruptTexts, and assistant director of the Teacher Training Center at the Shady 
Hill School in Cambridge, Massachusetts

Being Bad

Being Bad will change the way you think about the social and academic worlds of Black boys. In 
a poignant and harrowing journey from systems of education to systems of criminal justice, the 
author follows her brother, Chris, who has been designated a “bad kid” by his school, a “person 
of interest” by the police, and a “gangster” by society. Readers first meet Chris in a Chicago jail, 
where he is being held in connection with a string of street robberies. We then learn about Chris 
through insiders’ accounts that stretch across time to reveal key events preceding this tragic moment. 
Together, these stories explore such timely issues as the under-education of Black males, the place 
and importance of scapegoats in our culture, the on-the-ground reality of zero tolerance, the role of 
mainstream media in constructing Black masculinity, and the critical relationships between schools and 
prisons. No other book combines rigorous research, personal narrative, and compelling storytelling to 
examine the educational experiences of young Black males. Book Features: The natural history of an 
African American teenager navigating a labyrinth of social worlds. A detailed, concrete example of 
the school-to-prison pipeline phenomenon. Rare insightsof an African American family making sense 
of, and healing from, school wounds. Suggested resources of reliable places where educators can 
learn and do more. “Other books have focusedon the school-to-prison pipeline or the educational 
experiences of young African American males, but I know of none that bring the combination of rigorous 
research, up-close personal vantage point, and skilled storytelling provided by Laura in Being Bad.” 
—Gregory Michie, chicago public school teacher, author of Holler If You Hear Me, senior research 
associate at the Center for Policy Studies and Social Justice, Concordia University Chicago “Refusing 
to separate the threads that bind the oppressive fabric of contemporary urban life, Laura has crafted 
a story that is at once astutely critical, funny, engaging, tearful, dialogue-filled, profoundly theoretical, 
despairing, and filled with hope. Being Bad is a challenge and a gift to students, families, policymakers, 
soon-to-be teachers, social workers, and ethnographers.” —Michelle Fine, distinguished professor, 



Graduate Center, CUNY "Perhaps more than any other study on this topic, this book brings to life the 
complicated, fleshed, lived experience of those most directly and collaterally impacted by the politics 
of schooling and its relationship to our growing prison nation.” —Garrett Albert Duncan, associate 
professor of Education and African & African-American Studies, Washington University in St. Louis

International Perspectives on the Contextualization of Science Education

This book explores how science learning can be more relevant and interesting for students and 
teachers by using a contextualized approach to science education. The contributors explore the 
contextualization of science education from multiple angles, such as teacher education, curriculum 
design, assessment and educational policy, and from multiple national perspectives. The aim of this 
exploration is to provide and inspire new practical approaches to bring science education closer 
to the lives of students to accelerate progress towards global scientific literacy. The book presents 
real life examples of how to make science relevant for children and adolescents of diverse ethnic 
and language backgrounds, socioeconomic status and nationalities, providing tools and guidance 
for teacher educators and researchers to improve the contextualization and cultural relevance of 
their practice. The book includes rigorous studies demonstrating that the contextualization of science 
learning environments is essential for student engagement in learning science and practitioners' 
reflections on how to apply this knowledge in the classroom and at national scale. This approach makes 
this book valuable for researchers and professors of science education and international education 
interested in designing teacher education courses that prepare future teachers to contextualize their 
teaching and in adding a critical dimension to their research agendas.

Brave Community

At the core of the intractability of racism is the persistent cultivation of our collective ignorance of it. This 
book argues that this cultivated ignorance compels us to support a status quo that we abhor. We are 
stuck because we cannot imagine a world beyond racism. We are also stuck because engaging with 
issues of racism with others usually produces immense acrimony and little result. The author responds 
directly to this challenge by introducing Brave Community—a research-based and learner-tested 
method that leverages learning as a vehicle to increase the bravery and empathy that we need to 
both imagine and pursue a world beyond racism. It is an approach that can be used by educators, 
administrators, cultural workers, human resources professionals, community leaders, and others. The 
text includes effective practices embedded in vivid portraits of learning across higher education, K–12, 
and cultural institutions. Now as ever, we need effective tools for creating a shared understanding of 
the relationship between racial justice and democracy. Designed to be immediately applicable, Brave 
Community teaches in clear and practical ways how anyone who wants to tackle racism can do so, and 
help others to do the same. Book Features: A how-to book for confronting racism in real time. A reliable 
learning process to achieve an authentic and diverse community.An approach to teaching about racism 
that edifies and empowers all learners.A method that has been tested across diverse settings, from 
elementary schools to graduate schools, from workshops to museums, and from Board rooms to living 
rooms. A simple and adaptive approach that was created to address issues of racism but can be used 
to address any difficult topic.

Teacher Educators As Critical Storytellers

"The volume describes and vividly illustrates the critical qualities that make PK-12 teachers both 
effective and memorable. These critical stories, and the editors' concluding conceptual analysis, will 
prove especially valuable to pre-service and in-service teachers who are engaged in the important 
responsibility of teaching our nation's youth. Each chapter will include an analysis drawn from research 
on identity in teacher education, theory, and research in education, psychology, and human develop-
ment"--



Promising Practices in 21st Century Music Teacher Education

Technological innovations, evolving demographics in the school-age population, and students' om-
nipresent access to music and music making all suggest that contemporary teaching and learning 
occurs in environments that are much more complex than those of the nineteenth century that served 
as music education's primary model. This book surveys emerging music and education landscapes 
to present a sampling of the promising practices of music teacher education that may serve as new 
models for the twenty-first century.

Community Fieldwork in Teacher Education

In teacher education, field work in community-based spaces (including foster homes and programs 
for homeless youth) is frequently contrasted with "traditional" field experiences in classroom settings, 
where beginning teachers are immediately introduced to teacher-centered models of instruction. This 
volume works against such a model, presenting a counter-narrative of new teachers’ understanding of 
the act of teaching. By exploring their work with at risk youth in community-based sites, the authors 
uncover how non-traditional spaces for teaching and learning have the potential to open new doors 
for reimagining the teaching act and teacher identity. This volume examines how prospective teachers 
have used writing within unconventional spaces as catalysts for considering what it means to become 
a teacher, as well as how the work of teaching can be conceptualized. It unites the practical aspects of 
field work and with theoretical conceptions of teaching, and envisions how the work and the definition 
of "teaching" can be broadened.

Child Care Justice

Join the authors of this book in starting a movement of hope and possibility for an antiracist child 
care and early childhood education system. This volume disrupts mental models regarding where the 
work of early care and education began—with enslaved African women—and how the stigma of that 
beginning relegates present-day child care workers to a low-status, low-wage field of practice. Expert 
authors contribute their wisdom, experience, research, and practical knowledge on issues related to 
equity and social justice. They examine the oppressive historical, political, economic, educational, and 
cultural systems that continue to oppress early care educators and, by extension, racialized children 
and children in poverty. The interrogation and litigation of past and current issues and grievances of 
injustice and inequities in the field are addressed, while threading the needle of social justice and 
critical consciousness throughout the chapters. Child Care Justice calls on educators, activists, and 
their allies to rethink, reimagine, and reconstruct a more equitable and just system for all who receive 
and provide care to our nation’s youngest of children. When historically marginalized child care workers 
are held in high esteem, then, and only then, will America live up to its promise of liberty and justice 
for all. Book Features: Centers the historic and current oppression of Black people in the United States 
as foundational to the disregard for childcare workers today.Uses Paulo Freire’s critical consciousness 
framework to guide readers to see, analyze, and act. Calls for a multiracial coalition of activists for racial 
justice, gender justice, and economic justice. “The roadmap has been drawn, but it requires inspired and 
knowledgeable advocates to implement. Read, be inspired, build community, and take up the mantle for 
change.” —From the Foreword by Barbara T. Bowman, Erikson Institute Contributors: Rebecca Berlin, 
Sarah R. Bussey, Michael Gramling, Ed Greene, Iheoma U. Iruka, Alexis Jemal, Denisha Jones, Hakim 
M. Rashid, Joey Saunders, and James C. Young

The Routledge Handbook of Literacy Studies

The Routledge Handbook of Literacy Studies offers a comprehensive view of the field of language 
and literacy studies. With forty-three chapters reflecting new research from leading scholars in the 
field, the Handbook pushes at the boundaries of existing fields and combines with related fields and 
disciplines to develop a lens on contemporary scholarship and emergent fields of inquiry. The Handbook 
is divided into eight sections: • The foundations of literacy studies • Space-focused approaches • 
Time-focused approaches • Multimodal approaches • Digital approaches • Hermeneutic approaches 
• Making meaning from the everyday • Co-constructing literacies with communities. This is the first 
handbook of literacy studies to recognise new trends and evolving trajectories together with a focus 
on radical epistemologies of literacy. The Routledge Handbook of Literacy Studies is an essential 
reference for undergraduate and postgraduate students and those researching and working in the 
areas of applied linguistics and language and literacy.
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