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Black Hearts One Platoons Descent Into Madness In The 
Iraq Wars Triangle Of Death

#Black Hearts Iraq #Triangle of Death combat #platoon psychological trauma #Iraq War madness #military memoir 

Explore the harrowing true story of a single platoon, nicknamed 'Black Hearts,' as they navigate the 
brutal realities of the Iraq War's notorious Triangle of Death. This gripping narrative chronicles their 
descent into madness, vividly depicting the intense psychological trauma and profound human cost 
exacted by prolonged combat in one of the war's most dangerous regions.
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Black Hearts

The best book by far about the Iraq war' Guardian Iraq, 2005. A platoon of young soldiers from a U.S. 
regiment known as ‘the Black Heart Brigade’ is deployed to a lawless and hyperviolent area south 
of Baghdad. As the unstopping violence destroys their morale, the soldiers descend into brutality, 
substance abuse and madness – with horrific results. Black Hearts is a timeless story of how warfare 
can reduce men to animals. Told with insight and compassion, but with the magnetic pace of a thriller, 
it is one of the defining books about the Iraq War. 'There have been many books about the Iraq war, 
but this is an unusally gripping one ... A shocking story, vividly told' Max Hastings, Sunday Times

The Reluctant Communist

"This fast-paced, harrowing tale, told plainly and simply by Jenkins (with journalist Jim Frederick), 
takes the reader behind the North Korean curtain and, episode by episode, reveals the inner workings 
of its isolated society. Jenkins mounted numerous failed escape attempts, was indoctrinated against 
his will into North Korea's communist cadre system, and endured hunger, cold, and isolation. His 
loneliness was relieved in 1980 by his marriage to Hitomi Soga. a young Japanese woman whom the 
North Koreans had abducted as part of a wider campaign to teach Japanese to future spies. Jenkins's 
account of their life together and as parents of two daughters, as welt as their improbable journey to 
freedom, which began in 2002, brings this story to a close. Four decades in the world's least known, 
least visited, and least understood land profoundly changed him; his memoir now offers the reader a 
powerful testament to the human spirit."--BOOK JACKET.
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This riveting memoir is the first book written by a female Marine about the war in Iraq and one of the 
only books written by a woman who has experienced combat firsthand. Deploying to Iraq in 2003, 
Jane Blair's aerial reconnaissance unit was assigned to travel ahead of and alongside combat units 
throughout the initial phase of Operation Iraqi Freedom. Throughout her deployment, Jane kept a 
journal of her and her fellow lieutenants' combat experiences, which she draws on to convey the 
immediacy of life in the military, not just for a woman but for all Marines. Jane's stories highlight the 
drama and chaos of wartime Iraq along with the day-to-day challenges every soldier faced: from spicing 
up a "pasta with alfredo sauce" MRE to keeping the insidious sand at bay. She also copes with a 
bullying superior officer while trying to connect with local civilians who have long been viewed as "the 
enemy." She recounts the struggles specific to women, including being respected as a Marine rather 
than dismissed as "the weaker sex" and battling the prejudices of male soldiers who don't believe 
women belong in uniform. And always, she fights the personal loneliness of being separated from her 
husband, balanced with the challenge and joy of stealing a private moment with him when his unit is 
close by. Jane describes not only her experiences as a young lieutenant and as a woman but also those 
of her fellow Marines, whom she lauds as the true heroes of her story. Ultimately, she learns from her 
commanding officer, and her fellows in arms, what it truly means to be a leader, both in the military and 
in life. Weaving her story together with the experiences of the ordinary people of Iraq, this book offers 
compelling insights into the profound impact of the war on the lives of soldiers and civilians alike. Her 
unforgettable narrative bridges the gap between those who have experienced the Iraq War firsthand 
and those in America who could only follow its life-altering events from a distance.

What It Is Like to Go to War

“A precisely crafted and bracingly honest” memoir of war and its aftershocks from the New York 
Times–bestselling author of Matterhorn (The Atlantic). In 1968, at the age of twenty-three, Karl 
Marlantes was dropped into the highland jungle of Vietnam, an inexperienced lieutenant in command of 
forty Marines who would live or die by his decisions. In his thirteen-month tour he saw intense combat, 
killing the enemy and watching friends die. Marlantes survived, but like many of his brothers in arms, 
he has spent the last forty years dealing with his experiences. In What It Is Like to Go to War, Marlantes 
takes a candid look at these experiences and critically examines how we might better prepare young 
soldiers for war. In the past, warriors were prepared for battle by ritual, religion, and literature—which 
also helped bring them home. While contemplating ancient works from Homer to the Mahabharata, 
Marlantes writes of the daily contradictions modern warriors are subject to, of being haunted by the 
face of a young North Vietnamese soldier he killed at close quarters, and of how he finally found 
a way to make peace with his past. Through it all, he demonstrates just how poorly prepared our 
nineteen-year-old warriors are for the psychological and spiritual aspects of the journey. In this memoir, 
the New York Times–bestselling author of Matterhorn offers “a well-crafted and forcefully argued work 
that contains fresh and important insights into what it’s like to be in a war and what it does to the human 
psyche” (The Washington Post).

Women at War

Wise and Baron relate the compelling war experiences of thirty American female soldiers in the war 
zones of Iraq and Afghanistan, highlighting their extraordinary display of dedication to their mission 
and to the soldiers and sailors with whom they served. While the book's focus is on today's women in 
combat, it also reaches back to Korea, Vietnam and World War II to offer stories of inspiring women 
who served at the "cusp of the spear" as they fought and died for their country.

One Bullet Away

An ex-Marine captain shares his story of fighting in a recon battalion in both Afghanistan and Iraq, 
beginning with his brutal training on Quantico Island and following his progress through various training 
sessions and, ultimately, conflict in the deadliest conflicts since the Vietnam War.

A Very British Killing

On 15 September 2003 Baha Mousa, a hotel receptionist, was killed by British Army troops in Iraq. 
He had been arrested the previous day in Basra and was taken to a military base for questioning. 
For forty-eight hours he and nine other innocent civilians had their heads encased in sandbags and 
their wrists bound by plastic handcuffs and had been kicked and punched with sustained cruelty. A 
succession of guards and casual army visitors took pleasure in beating the Iraqis, humiliating them, 



forcing them into stress positions in temperatures up to 50 degrees Centigrade, and watching them 
suffer in the dirty concrete building where they were held. Other soldiers, officers, medics, the padre, 
did not take part in the violence but they saw what was happening and did nothing to stop it.

Rule Number Two

When Lieutenant Commander Heidi Kraft's twin son and daughter were fifteen months old, she was 
deployed to Iraq. A clinical psychologist in the US Navy, Kraft's job was to uncover the wounds of war 
that a surgeon would never see. She put away thoughts of her children back home, acclimated to the 
sound of incoming rockets, and learned how to listen to the most traumatic stories a war zone has to 
offer. One of the toughest lessons of her deployment was perfectly articulated by the TV show M*A*S*H: 
"There are two rules of war. Rule number one is that young men die. Rule number two is that doctors 
can't change rule number one." Some Marines, Kraft realized, and even some of their doctors, would 
be damaged by war in ways she could not repair. And sometimes, people were repaired in ways she 
never expected. Rule Number Two is a powerful firsthand account of providing comfort admidst the 
chaos of war, and of what it takes to endure.

#Inherent Resolve

In 2016, at the age of 25, 1st Lt. Daniel Johnson found himself dropped into Iraq with a mission he 
wasn't prepared for: being the only military journalist on the ground with the "Black Hearts" of the 
101st Airborne Division as it worked to defeat the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant, battling threats 
ranging from drones, information warfare, and chemical attacks. With no photojournalism experience 
or training, the young man soon found himself in a situation over his head as the conflict escalated 
and the Pentagon began to rely on him to help fight their information war and become a trusted source 
of information on the U.S. Army's efforts in in the "Third Iraq War." Drawing upon the author's news 
stories, interviews, and images of the conflict from multiple locations in Iraq, this book is part narrative 
journalism, part military history. In it, the author describes the experiences of military personnel serving 
in the "Third Iraq War\

Judgment Calls

Your guide to making better decisions Despite the dizzying amount of data at our disposal today—and 
an increasing reliance on analytics to make the majority of our decisions—many of our most critical 
choices still come down to human judgment. This fact is fundamental to organizations whose leaders 
must often make crucial decisions: to do this they need the best available insights. In Judgment Calls, 
authors Tom Davenport and Brook Manville share twelve stories of organizations that have success-
fully tapped their data assets, diverse perspectives, and deep knowledge to build an organizational 
decision-making capability—a competence they say can make the difference between success and 
failure. This book introduces a model that taps the collective judgment of an organization so that the 
right decisions are made, and the entire organization profits. Through the stories in Judgment Calls, the 
authors—both of them seasoned management thinkers and advisers—make the case for the wisdom 
of organizations and suggest ways to use it to best advantage. Each chapter tells a unique story of one 
dilemma and its ultimate resolution, bringing into high relief one key to the power of collective judgment. 
Individually, these stories inspire and instruct; together, they form a model for building an organizational 
capacity for broadly based, knowledge-intensive decision making. You’ve read The Wisdom of Crowds 
and Competing on Analytics. Now read Judgment Calls. You, and your organization, will make better 
decisions.

House to House

On 8 November 2004, the largest battle of the War on Terror began, with the US Army's assault on 
Fallujah and its network of tens of thousands of insurgents hiding in fortified bunkers, on rooftops, and 
inside booby-trapped houses. For Sgt. David Bellavia of 3rd Platoon, Alpha Company, it quickly turned 
into a battle on foot, from street to street and house to house. On the second day, he and his men laid 
siege to a mosque, only to be driven to a rooftop and surrounded, before heavy artillery could smash 
through to rescue them. By the third day, Bellavia charges an insurgent-filled house and finds himself 
trapped with six enemy fighters. One by one, he shoots, wrestles, stabs, and kills five of them, until his 
men arrive to take care of the final target. It is one of the most hair-raising battle stories of any age -- 
yet it does not spell the end of Bellavia's service. It would take serveral more weeks before the Battle of 
Fallujah finally came to a close, with Bellavia, miraculously, alive. In the words of the author: "HOUSE 



TO HOUSE holds nothing back. It is a raw, gritty look at killing and combat and how men react to it. It 
is gut-wrenching, shocking and brutal. It is honest. It is not a glorification of war. Yet it will not shy from 
acknowledging this: sometimes it takes something as terrible as war for the full beauty of the human 
spirit to emerge."

Dodgebomb

During the height of the Global War on Terrorism, Lieutenant Eddie Fitzgerald is sent straight from 
school to Iraq as a casualty replacement. Immediately thrown into combat, he must quickly overcome 
his naivety and earn the trust of his unit in order to survive. However, if hunting Al Qaeda wasn't enough, 
he's quickly pulled into Arab tribal politics and Army officer rivalries that threaten to spoil any work that 
he accomplishes.

Fighting for Fallujah

The vicious urban battle for the insurgent-controlled city of Fallujah in November 2004 was a turning 
point in the ongoing counterinsurgency campaign in Iraq. It demonstrated the resolve of the Iraqi 
government to fight terrorists domestically, using both multinational and Iraqi forces, and its results 
included a returning population willing to vote in national elections held in January 2005. Ballard tells 
the story of the Fallujah campaign, beginning with the horrific deaths of the American Blackwater 
contractors in March 2004, and continuing through the battle, the painstaking reconstruction of the 
city, and the precedent-setting elections that followed. Based on first-person accounts, interviews, 
and official documents, this book gives readers rare insight into the significant actions and innovative 
techniques of the year-long fight for the city. Opening with a historical overview of the initial crisis in 
Fallujah and the similar coalition battle in Najaf, the book includes a detailed account of the planning and 
execution of the operation to retake the city. Finally, it describes the political and military lessons proven 
in Fallujah, including coalition force integration, information operations, urban combat techniques, 
interagency coordination and innovative reconstruction procedures. This is the story of real combat 
in Iraq—told in a way every American should understand.

None Left Behind

Profiles the 10th Mountain Division and their efforts to pacify "The Triangle of Death," a region of 
particular terrorist violence south of Baghdad, while sharing the daring 2007 attempt to rescue three 
kidnapped soldiers.

The Fighters

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER * “A CLASSIC OF WAR REPORTING…THERE IS NO DOWN-
TIME IN THIS RELENTLESS BOOK.”—The New York Times * “REMARKABLE…A MEMORIAL 
IN PAGES.”—The Washington Post * “GRIPPING AND THOUGHT-PROVOKING.”—USA Today * 
“EVOCATIVE.”—Publishers Weekly, (Starred Review) * “IT JOINS THE BEST WAR LITERATURE 
THIS COUNTRY HAS EVER PRODUCED.”—Sebastian Junger, bestselling author of Tribe and War 
Pulitzer Prize winner C.J. Chivers’s unvarnished New York Times bestseller is a chronicle of modern 
combat, told through the eyes of the fighters who have waged America’s longest wars: “A classic of war 
reporting…there is no downtime in this relentless book” (The New York Times). More than 2.7 million 
Americans have served in Afghanistan or Iraq since September 11, 2001, and C.J. Chivers reported on 
both wars from their beginnings. The Fighters vividly conveys the physical and emotional experience of 
war as lived by six combatants: a fighter pilot, a corpsman, a scout helicopter pilot, a grunt, an infantry 
officer, and a Special Forces sergeant. Chivers captures their courage, commitment, sense of purpose, 
and ultimately their suffering, frustration, and moral confusion as new enemies arise and invasions give 
way to counterinsurgency duties for which American forces were often not prepared. The Fighters is 
a “gripping, unforgettable” (The Boston Globe) portrait of modern warfare. Told with the empathy and 
understanding of an author who is himself an infantry veteran, The Fighters is “a masterful work of 
atmospheric reporting, and it’s a book that will have every reader asking—with varying degrees of 
urgency or anger or despair—the final question Chivers himself asks: ‘How many lives had these wars 
wrecked?’” (Christian Science Monitor).

My Men are My Heroes



My Men Are My Heroes introduces its readers to a living standard of Marine Corps esprit de corps and 
military decorum. Sergeant Major Bradley Kasal, the pride of Iowa, is a small town boy who wanted to be 
a United States Marine even before a poster perfect Marine recruiter marched into his high school gym 
and offered him a challenge Kasal couldn’t resist. Two decades later Kasal stood stiffly at attention, one 
leg literally shot in half, while the Navy Cross was pinned to his chest. Kasal is currently the Sergeant 
Major of the Infantry School at Camp Pendleton, CA until he retires in May, 2012. After a brief visit to 
his childhood Kasal’s story quickly gathers steam, introducing the reader to his early Marine career; 
adventure filled years that earned him the name “Robo-Grunt” from men who don’t offer accolades 
easily. Kasal uses his experience climbing the ranks to illustrate how Marines grow, and how they are 
shaped by the uncompromising attitudes of the officers and non-coms charged with turning young 
Marines into tigers. Kasal’s adventures culminate in Iraq. By now he is 1st Sergeant Kasal, ramrodding 
Kilo Company, 3/1, a rifle company in 3rd Battalion, 1st Marines, the mighty “Thunder Third” that would 
cover itself with glory in 2004. Two days into Operation Iraqi Freedom in March 2003 Kilo is ordered 
to hold open a critical road between two bridges that Saddam’s fierce Fedayeen Saddam were just 
as determined to take away. Kasal makes in his stand on that road, literally standing tall amidst fierce 
gunfire, demonstrating the kind of leadership Kilo Company needed to get the job done. Kilo’s fight was 
part of the first big test of Marine Corps combat capabilities in the second Iraqi War and the only major 
engagement the Marine Corps fought during the heady days of the “Drive Up” to Baghdad. When it 
was over the so-called “Ninjas” of the Fedayeen Saddam were smashed. A week later Kasal was in 
Baghdad, welcomed with open arms by the exuberant population. A year later 3/1 was back to Iraq, in 
Anbar Province, the epicenter of the brutal war now raging in the former tribal stronghold of Saddam 
and his henchmen. The smiling faces that had greeted 3/1 the year before were gone. Kasal is the 1st 
Sergeant of Weapons Company, 3/1, the armored fist of a light infantry battalion. After four months of 
ambushes, IEDs, and deadly skirmishes 3/1 is ordered into Fallujah, to take the ancient city back from 
Al Qaeda and the foreign fighters who had turned the ancient “City of Mosques” into a fortress. It is 
there, in November, 2004 that the “Thundering Third” entered into Marine Corps legend and Kasal into 
the Pantheon of Heroes for his actions during the most savage battle the Marines fought in the Iraq 
War. At a non-descript house in a walled neighborhood in Fallujah Kasal, at the time accompanying a 
squad of Kilo’s riflemen into a contested house, becomes involved in a close-quarter duel with fanatical 
Chechen fighters. The fight rages throughout the house, at times Marines and the foreign fighters were 
exchanging rifle fire and grenades at ranges of less than 10 feet. For almost two hours the squad is 
trapped inside the house. During the brawl Kasal is shot seven times, almost loses his leg when it is 
nearly severed from his body, and sustains 47shrapnel wounds when he used his body to shield a 
wounded Marine laying next to him from an enemy grenade. In the skirmish, forever known as the “Hell 
House” fight, Kasal was awarded the Navy Cross, the nation’s second highest award for heroism."

Dog Company

Now with a forward by Sean Hannity, this powerful story of brotherhood, bravery, and patriotism exposes 
the true stories behind some of the Army's darkest secrets. The Army does not want you to read this 
book. It does not want to advertise its detention system that coddles enemy fighters while putting 
American soldiers at risk. It does not want to reveal the new lawyered-up Pentagon war ethic that 
prosecutes U.S. soldiers and Marines while setting free spies who kill Americans. This very system 
ambushed Captain Roger Hill and his men. Hill, a West Point grad and decorated combat veteran, 
was a rising young officer who had always followed the letter of the military law. In 2007, Hill got his 
dream job: infantry commander in the storied 101st Airborne. His new unit, Dog Company, 1-506th, 
had just returned stateside from the hell of Ramadi. The men were brilliant in combat but unpolished at 
home, where paperwork and inspections filled their days. With tough love, Hill and his First Sergeant, 
an old-school former drill instructor named Tommy Scott, turned the company into the top performers 
in the battalion. Hill and Scott then led Dog Company into combat in Afghanistan, where a third of 
their men became battlefield casualties after just six months. Meanwhile, Hill found himself at war with 
his own battalion commander, a charismatic but difficult man who threatened to relieve Hill at every 
turn. After two of his men died on a routine patrol, Hill and a counterintelligence team busted a dozen 
enemy infiltrators on their base in the violent province of Wardak. Abandoned by his high command, 
Hill suddenly faced an excruciating choice: follow Army rules the way he always had, or damn the rules 
to his own destruction and protect the men he'd grown to love.

Evil Days



For the past thirty years-under both Emperor Haile Selassie and President Mengistu Haile Mari-
am-Ethiopia suffered continuous war and intermittent famine until every single province has been 
affected by war to some degree. Evil Days, documents the wide range of violations of basic human 
rights committed by all sides in the conflict, especially the Mengistu government's direct responsibility 
for the deaths of at least half a million Ethiopian civilians.

The Mission, the Men, and Me

“A book about the complexities of combat that's just as applicable for dealing with the complexities 
of business and our personal lives.”—Kevin Sharer, chairman and CEO, Amgen As a commander 
of Delta Force-the most elite counter—terrorist organization in the world—Pete Blaber took part in 
some of the most dangerous, controversial, and significant military and political events of our time. 
Now he takes his intimate knowledge of warfare—and the heart, mind, and spirit it takes to win—and 
moves his focus from the combat zone to civilian life. In this book, you will learn the same lessons he 
learned, while experiencing what the life of a Delta Force Operator is like—from the extreme physical 
and psychological training to the darkest of shadow ops all around the world. From each mission, Pete 
Blaber has taken a life lesson back with him. You will learn these enlightening lessons as you gain 
insights into never-before-revealed missions executed around the globe. And when the smoke clears, 
you will emerge wiser, more capable, and better prepared to succeed in life than you ever thought 
possible.

Code Name: Johnny Walker

In this unforgettable memoir, the Navy SEALs’ most trusted translator—a man who is credited with 
saving countless American lives and became a legend in the special-ops community—tells his inspiring 
story for the first time. As the insurgency in Iraq intensified following the American invasion, U.S. Navy 
SEALs were called upon to root terrorists from their lairs. Unsure of the local neighborhoods and unable 
to speak the local languages, they came to rely on one man to guide them and watch their backs. He 
was a "terp"—an interpreter—with a job so dangerous they couldn't even use his real name. They 
named him Johnny Walker. They soon called him brother. Over the course of eight years, the Iraqi 
native traveled around the country with nearly every SEAL and special operations unit deployed there. 
He went on thousands of missions, saved dozens of SEAL and other American lives, and risked his 
own daily. Helped to the U.S. by the SEALs he protected, Johnny Walker's life is so remarkable that 
his tale reads like fiction. But every word of it is true. For the first time ever, a "terp" tells what it was 
like in Iraq during the American invasion and the brutal insurgency that followed. With inside details on 
SEAL operations and a humane understanding of the tragic price paid by ordinary Iraqis, Code Name: 
Johnny Walker reveals a side of the war that has never been told before.

The Morality of War

"Brian Orend's The Morality of War promises to become the single most comprehensive and important 
book on just war for this generation. It moves far beyond the review of the standard just war categories to 
deal comprehensively with the new challenges of the conflict with terrorism. It thoughtfully reviews every 
major military conflict of the past few decades, mining them for implications of the evolving tradition of 
just war thinking. It concludes with a critical engagement with the major alternatives to just war thinking: 
pacifism and 'realism.' It is, in short, the most comprehensive and thoughtful assessment of all aspects 
of just war since Michael Walzer's classic Just and Unjust Wars." - Martin L. Cook, United States Air 
Force Academy

Thunder Run

“A Pulitzer Prize–winning reporter provides a brilliant account of the harrowing drive into Baghdad 
by an American armor brigade.” —Seattle Post-Intelligencer Based on reporting that was a finalist 
for the Pulitzer Prize, Thunder Run chronicles one of the boldest gambles in modern military history: 
the surprise assault on Baghdad by the Spartan Brigade, the Second Brigade of the Third Infantry 
Division (Mechanized). Three battalions and fewer than a thousand men launched a violent thrust of 
tanks and Bradley Fighting Vehicles into the heart of a city of five million people—and in three days of 
bloody combat ended the Iraqi war. More than just a rendering of a single battle, Thunder Run candidly 
recounts how soldiers respond under fire and stress and how human frailties are magnified in a war 
zone. The product of over a hundred interviews with commanders and men from the Second Brigade, 
it is a riveting firsthand account of how a single armored brigade was able to capture an Arab capital 



defended by one of the world’s largest armies. “The best account of combat since Black Hawk Down.” 
—Men’s Journal

Turn the Ship Around!

“One of the 12 best business books of all time…. Timeless principles of empowering leadership.” – USA 
Today "The best how-to manual anywhere for managers on delegating, training, and driving flawless 
execution.” —FORTUNE Since Turn the Ship Around! was published in 2013, hundreds of thousands 
of readers have been inspired by former Navy captain David Marquet’s true story. Many have applied 
his insights to their own organizations, creating workplaces where everyone takes responsibility for his 
or her actions, where followers grow to become leaders, and where happier teams drive dramatically 
better results. Marquet was a Naval Academy graduate and an experienced officer when selected for 
submarine command. Trained to give orders in the traditional model of “know all–tell all” leadership, he 
faced a new wrinkle when he was shifted to the Santa Fe, a nuclear-powered submarine. Facing the 
high-stress environment of a sub where there’s little margin for error, he was determined to reverse 
the trends he found on the Santa Fe: poor morale, poor performance, and the worst retention rate in 
the fleet. Almost immediately, Marquet ran into trouble when he unknowingly gave an impossible order, 
and his crew tried to follow it anyway. When he asked why, the answer was: “Because you told me to.” 
Marquet realized that while he had been trained for a different submarine, his crew had been trained 
to do what they were told—a deadly combination. That’s when Marquet flipped the leadership model 
on its head and pushed for leadership at every level. Turn the Ship Around! reveals how the Santa 
Fe skyrocketed from worst to first in the fleet by challenging the U.S. Navy’s traditional leader-follower 
approach. Struggling against his own instincts to take control, he instead achieved the vastly more 
powerful model of giving control to his subordinates, and creating leaders. Before long, each member 
of Marquet’s crew became a leader and assumed responsibility for everything he did, from clerical tasks 
to crucial combat decisions. The crew became completely engaged, contributing their full intellectual 
capacity every day. The Santa Fe set records for performance, morale, and retention. And over the 
next decade, a highly disproportionate number of the officers of the Santa Fe were selected to become 
submarine commanders. Whether you need a major change of course or just a tweak of the rudder, 
you can apply Marquet’s methods to turn your own ship around.

The 2008 Battle of Sadr City

In 2008, U.S. and Iraqi forces defeated an uprising in Sadr City, a district of Baghdad with ~2.4 million 
residents. Coalition forces’ success in this battle helped consolidate the Government of Iraq’s authority, 
contributing significantly to the attainment of contemporary U.S. operational objectives in Iraq. U.S. 
forces’ conduct of the battle illustrates a new paradigm for urban combat and indicates capabilities the 
Army will need in the future.

Matterhorn

WINNER OF THE FLAHERTY-DUNNAN FIRST NOVEL PRIZE Fire Support Base Matterhorn: a 
fortress carved out of the grey-green mountain jungle. Cold monsoon clouds wreath its mile-high 
summit, concealing a battery of 105-mm howitzers surrounded by deep bunkers, carefully constructed 
fields of fire and the 180 marines of Bravo Company. Just three kilometres from Laos and two from 
North Vietnam, there is no more isolated outpost of America's increasingly desperate war in Vietnam. 
Second Lieutenant Waino Mellas, 21 years old and just a few days into his 13-month tour, has barely 
arrived at Matterhorn before Bravo Company is ordered to abandon their mountain and sent deep 
in-country in pursuit of a North Vietnamese Army unit of unknown size. Beyond the relative safety of 
the perimeter wire, Mellas will face disease, starvation, leeches, tigers and an almost invisible enemy. 
Beneath the endless jungle canopy, Bravo Company will confront competing ambitions, duplicitous 
officers and simmering racial tensions. Behind them, always, Matterhorn. The impregnable mountain 
fortress they built and then abandoned, without a shot, to the North Vietnamese Army...

War beyond Words

What we know of war is always mediated knowledge and feeling. We need lenses to filter out some of its 
blinding, terrifying light. These lenses are not fixed; they change over time, and Jay Winter's panoramic 
history of war and memory offers an unprecedented study of transformations in our imaginings of 
war, from 1914 to the present. He reveals the ways in which different creative arts have framed our 
meditations on war, from painting and sculpture to photography, film and poetry, and ultimately to 



silence, as a language of memory in its own right. He shows how these highly mediated images of war, 
in turn, circulate through language to constitute our 'cultural memory' of war. This is a major contribution 
to our understanding of the diverse ways in which men and women have wrestled with the intractable 
task of conveying what twentieth-century wars meant to them and mean to us.

The Habit of Excellence

The official British Army book on what makes its leadership so successful, and how to become a 
better leader yourself - whatever your field. ___________________ 'If you want to become a better 
leader, read this book' Eddie Jones 'An extraordinary read for any leader. Truly brilliant' General 
Stanley McChrystal, author of Team of Teams 'Excellent. Offers proven tools and strategies' Matthew 
Syed ___________________ The Habit of Excellence is a unique insight into British Army leadership, 
explaining what makes it unique, what makes it so effective and what civilians can take from it to become 
better leaders themselves. Drawing on the latest research in military history, business, sociology, 
psychology and behavioural science, and with compelling illustration from British Army operations 
across the centuries, Lt Col Langley Sharp MBE goes beyond the latest leadership fads to distil into 
one peerlessly authoritative work the essence of leading and leadership from one of the world's most 
revered institutions. ___________________ 'Excellent. It's hard to see how any leader, whatever their 
field, wouldn't benefit from reading and rereading it' New Statesman 'Offers lessons for all managers' 
Financial Times 'Valuable in any walk of life' General Sir Mike Jackson, former Chief of the General 
Staff 'Very readable. I could not recommend this exceptional book more' General The Lord David 
Richards, former Chief of the Defence Staff 'Comprehensive and clearly written' Karin von Hippel, 
Director-General of RUSI 'Terrific. Full of insights and lessons' General David Petraeus, former Director 
of the CIA

Battleground Iraq: Journal of a Company Commander

A remarkable memoir of small-unit leadership and the coming of age of a young soldier in combat in 
Vietnam.' "Using a lean style and a sense of pacing drawn from the tautest of novels, McDonough has 
produced a gripping account of his first command, a U.S. platoon taking part in the 'strategic hamlet' 
program. . . . Rather than present a potpourri of combat yarns. . . McDonough has focused a seasoned 
storyteller’s eye on the details, people, and incidents that best communicate a visceral feel of command 
under fire. . . . For the author’s honesty and literary craftsmanship, Platoon Leader seems destined to be 
read for a long time by second lieutenants trying to prepare for the future, veterans trying to remember 
the past, and civilians trying to understand what the profession of arms is all about.”–Army Times

Platoon Leader

The author describes how, after working as a humanitarian around the world, he realized that he could 
do nothing to stop violence or prevent people from becoming refugees and soon joined the elite Navy 
SEALs, where he drew on his humanitarian trainin

The Heart and the Fist

By analytically decoupling war and violence, this book explores the causes and dynamics of violence 
in civil war. Against the prevailing view that such violence is an instance of impenetrable madness, the 
book demonstrates that there is logic to it and that it has much less to do with collective emotions, 
ideologies, and cultures than currently believed. Kalyvas specifies a novel theory of selective violence: 
it is jointly produced by political actors seeking information and individual civilians trying to avoid the 
worst but also grabbing what opportunities their predicament affords them. Violence, he finds, is never 
a simple reflection of the optimal strategy of its users; its profoundly interactive character defeats simple 
maximization logics while producing surprising outcomes, such as relative nonviolence in the 'frontlines' 
of civil war.

The Logic of Violence in Civil War

From a walled-off enclave of towering plants, smart villas and sparkling swimming pools - a surreal 
bubble of pure Americana known as the Green Zone - the US-led Coalition Provisional Authority, 
under imperial viceroy L. Paul Bremer III, attempted to rule Iraq in the first twelve months after the 
fall of Saddam Hussein's regime. Drawing on hundreds of interviews and internal documents, Rajiv 
Chandrasekaran tells the memorable story of this ill-prepared attempt to build American democracy 



in a war-torn Middle Eastern country, detailing not only the risky disbanding of the Iraqi army and 
the ludicrous attempt to train the new police force, but also bringing to light a host of lesser-known 
yet typical travesties, among them: * the aide who based Baghdad's new traffic laws on those of the 
state of Maryland, downloaded * the contractor with no previous experience paid millions to guard 
a closed airport * the people with prior experience in the Middle East who were excluded in favour 
of lesser-qualified Republican Party loyalists * the case of the 24-year-old who had never worked 
in finance put in charge of revitalising Baghdad's stock exchange Written with wit and urgency by 
a sharp-eyed observer, Imperial Life in the Emerald City provides a hair-raising portrait of the gap 
between the Oz-like Green Zone and the brutal reality of post-war Iraq. It is American reportage at its 
best.

Imperial Life in the Emerald City

Based on Evan Wright's National Magazine Award-winning story in Rolling Stone, this is the raw, 
firsthand account of the 2003 Iraq invasion that inspired the HBO® original mini-series. Within hours of 
9/11, America’s war on terrorism fell to those like the twenty-three Marines of the First Recon Battalion, 
the first generation dispatched into open-ended combat since Vietnam. They were a new pop-culture 
breed of American warrior unrecognizable to their forebears—soldiers raised on hip hop, video games 
and The Real World. Cocky, brave, headstrong, wary and mostly unprepared for the physical, emotional 
and moral horrors ahead, the “First Suicide Battalion” would spearhead the blitzkrieg on Iraq, and fight 
against the hardest resistance Saddam had to offer. Hailed as “one of the best books to come out of the 
Iraq war”(Financial Times), Generation Kill is the funny, frightening, and profane firsthand account of 
these remarkable men, of the personal toll of victory, and of the randomness, brutality and camaraderie 
of a new American War.

Generation Kill

American Military History provides the United States Army-in particular, its young officers, NCOs, and 
cadets-with a comprehensive but brief account of its past. The Center of Military History first published 
this work in 1956 as a textbook for senior ROTC courses. Since then it has gone through a number 
of updates and revisions, but the primary intent has remained the same. Support for military history 
education has always been a principal mission of the Center, and this new edition of an invaluable 
history furthers that purpose. The history of an active organization tends to expand rapidly as the 
organization grows larger and more complex. The period since the Vietnam War, at which point the 
most recent edition ended, has been a significant one for the Army, a busy period of expanding roles 
and missions and of fundamental organizational changes. In particular, the explosion of missions 
and deployments since 11 September 2001 has necessitated the creation of additional, open-ended 
chapters in the story of the U.S. Army in action. This first volume covers the Army's history from its birth 
in 1775 to the eve of World War I. By 1917, the United States was already a world power. The Army 
had sent large expeditionary forces beyond the American hemisphere, and at the beginning of the new 
century Secretary of War Elihu Root had proposed changes and reforms that within a generation would 
shape the Army of the future. But world war-global war-was still to come. The second volume of this 
new edition will take up that story and extend it into the twenty-first century and the early years of the 
war on terrorism and includes an analysis of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq up to January 2009.

American Military History Volume 1

Traces the efforts of a small Iowa community to counter the pervasiveness of crystal methamphetamine, 
in an account that offers insight into the drug's appeal while chronicling the author's numerous visits 
with the town's doctor, the local prosecutor and a long-time addict. Reprint. A best-selling book.

Methland

“The authors of the bestselling Halsey’s Typhoon do a fine job recounting one brutal, small-unit action 
during the Korean War’s darkest moment.” —Publishers Weekly November 1950, the Korean Peninsula. 
After General MacArthur ignores Mao’s warnings and pushes his UN forces deeper into North Korea, 
his 10,000 First Division Marines find themselves surrounded and hopelessly outnumbered by 100,000 
Chinese soldiers near the Chosin Reservoir. Their only chance for survival is to fight their way 
south through the Toktong Pass, a narrow gorge that will need to be held open at all costs. The 
mission is handed to Captain William Barber and the 234 Marines of Fox Company, a courageous but 
undermanned unit of the First Marines. Barber and his men climb seven miles of frozen terrain to a rocky 



promontory overlooking the pass, where they will endure four days and five nights of nearly continuous 
Chinese attempts to take Fox Hill. Amid the relentless violence, three-quarters of Fox’s Marines are 
killed, wounded, or captured. Just when it looks like they will be overrun, Lt. Colonel Raymond Davis, a 
fearless Marine officer who is fighting south from Chosin, volunteers to lead a daring mission that will 
seek to cut a hole in the Chinese lines and relieve the men of Fox. This is a fast-paced and gripping 
account of heroism in the face of impossible odds.

The Last Stand of Fox Company

After war, police forces are often unable or unwilling to put pressure on suspected war criminals, 
organized crime groups, and other spoilers of sustainable peace. This book sheds light on the role of 
international military forces in post-conflict law enforcement. Drawing on numerous interviews, it shows 
that EU and NATO military forces have not systematically fought serious crime in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Kosovo. International actors need to better balance their own interests as well as the requirement to 
separate military and police functions with the urgent need to protect individuals in war-torn countries. 
The policy recommendations in the book are aimed at contributing to more effective, efficient, and 
legitimate peace operations in the Balkans and beyond.

The Report of the Iraq Inquiry

This work is a collection of observations, insights, and advice from over 50 serving and retired 
Senior Non-Commissioned Officers. These experienced Army leaders have provided for the reader, 
outstanding mentorship on leadership skills, tasks, and responsibilities relevant to our Army today. 
There is much wisdom and advice "from one leader to another" in the following pages.

The Military and Law Enforcement in Peace Operations

From One Leader to Another
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