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Explore the profound intersections of sport and society through a critical sociological lens. This 
field examines how power dynamics, social inequalities, and cultural structures shape the world of 
athletics, challenging conventional understandings. Delve into key issues like gender, race, class, and 
commercialism to uncover the often-unseen social forces at play within sport.
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Sport

Presenting a critical sociological interpretation of modern sport, this work gives a cogent examination of 
a range of widely taught sociological theories and issues, including functionalism, Weberian sociology, 
Marxism, postmodernism and globalization.

Sport

In this new edition of his acclaimed book, Richard Giulianotti provides a critical sociological in-
terpretation of modern sport. As global festivals such as the Olympic Games and football’s World 
Cup demonstrate, sport’s social, political, economic and cultural significance is becoming ever more 
apparent across the world. Ten years after its original publication, the text has been completely 
revised and updated to cover the most recent literature and to tackle the key contemporary issues 
of sport and society. Chapter by chapter, Giulianotti offers a cogent examination of widely taught 
sociological theories and topics that relate to sport, skilfully weaving together theory and examples. 
These include functionalism, Weberian sociology, Marxism and postmodern sociology, along with 
ethnicity, gender and globalization. Using an international range of case studies and research regarding 
a wide variety of sports, the new edition has furthered its commitment to making this important 
material especially accessible to undergraduate readers. Sport: A Critical Sociology remains the best 
sociological introduction to sport for upper-level undergraduate and postgraduate students on courses 
such as sport and leisure studies, cultural studies, and modern social theory.

Sport

Presenting a critical sociological interpretation of modern sport, this work gives a cogent examination of 
a range of widely taught sociological theories and issues, including functionalism, Weberian sociology, 
Marxism, postmodernism and globalization.
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Critical and radical perspectives have been central to the emergence of the sociology of sport as a 
discipline in its own right. This ground-breaking new book is the first to offer a comprehensive theory 
and method for a critical sociology of sport. It argues that class, political economy, hegemony and other 
concepts central to the radical tradition are essential for framing, understanding and changing social 
and political relations within sport and between sport and society. The book draws upon the disciplines 
of politics, sociology, history and philosophy to provide a critical analysis of power relations throughout 
the world of sport, while offering important new case studies from such diverse sporting contexts as 
the Olympics, world football, boxing, cricket, tennis and windsurfing. In the process, it addresses key 
topics such as: * nations and nationalism * globalisation * race * gender * political economy. Power 
Games can be used as a complete introduction to the study of sport and society. And will be essential 
reading for any serious student of sport. At the same time, it is a provocative book that by argument and 
example challenges those who research and write about sport to make their work relevant to social 
and political reform.

Routledge Handbook of the Sociology of Sport

The sociology of sport is a core discipline within the academic study of sport. It helps us to understand 
what sport is and why it matters. Sociological knowledge, implicit or explicit, therefore underpins 
scholarly enquiry into sport in every aspect. The Routledge Handbook of the Sociology of Sport is 
a landmark publication that brings together the most important themes, theories and issues within 
the sociology of sport, tracing the contours of the discipline and surveying the state-of-the-art. Part 
One explores the main theories and analytical approaches that define contemporary sport sociology 
and introduces the most important methodological issues confronting researchers working in the 
social scientific study of sport. Part Two examines the connections and divisions between sociology 
and cognate disciplines within sport studies, including history, anthropology, economics, leisure and 
tourism studies, philosophy, politics and psychology. Part Three investigates how the most important 
social divisions within sport, and in wider society, are addressed in sport sociology, including ‘race‘, 
gender, class, sexuality and disability. Part Four explores a wide range of pressing contemporary issues 
associated with sport, including sport and the body, social problems associated with sport, sport places 
and settings, and the global aspects of sport. Written by a team of leading international sport scholars, 
including many of the most well-known, respected and innovative thinkers working in the discipline, the 
Routledge Handbook of the Sociology of Sport is an essential reference for any student, researcher or 
professional with an interest in sport.

Sport for Development and Peace

This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme and is 
available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. The role of sport in development initiatives has grown 
dramatically over the last five years, now finding a place in the UN's millennium development goals. 
In Sport and Development for Peace, Simon Darnell outlines the most recent sociological research 
on the role of sport in development initiatives. The book analyses the relationship between sport and 
international development and looks at what this reveals about socio-political economy. It addresses 
a gap in the literature by focusing on issues of politics, power and culture, particularly looking at 
volunteer experience, mega-sporting events and sporting celebrity in the context of development. 
Darnell questions the belief that sport can offer a 'solution' to enduring development issues. Drawing 
on the latest empirical research, the book is a thorough and timely analysis of the social and political 
implications of tying sport to development.

The Uses of Sport

The Uses of Sport provides an essential resource for the study of sport within culture and popular 
culture.



The Social Science of Sport

In this book questions about definitions and demarcations of sport science are discussed. Not the least 
the many normative ideas of sport as good or as bad are problematized in relation to the academic 
field. These ideas permeate sport science in ways that are not seen in other academic fields like history, 
sociology or law. In addition, if and if so, in what ways sport science influence social science in general. 
Does sport science bring new questions in relation to issues like "what makes a society possible" or 
"what is a human being"? This book was published as a special issue of Sport in Society.

Sport Sociology

"A welcome addition for those who teach sports studies... Used as a primer, this book provides readers 
with excellent introduction to the key sociological concepts, methods, and theories, and, also offers 
useful examples and contextualised discussions that beginners to the realm of sociology will no doubt 
appreciate. Beedie has compiled for students a good companion text that could certainly be used in 
conjunction with more detailed books, and, to guide students through more complex academic texts. 
Students have certainly appreciated Beedie's efforts to help them apply sociological rigour to analysing 
their sporting worlds, identities and experiences." - Geoffery Kohe, Worcester University "This should 
be highly useful for any sports studies students who are encountering the sociology of sport for the 
first time, even those who have previously studied sociology." - Alison Cain, Hertfordshire University 
Sociology is central to the study of sport in higher education. This reader-friendly textbook introduces 
all of the subject’s core themes, such as power, diversity and mediation, and relates them to major 
contemporary social issues such as commercialisation and globalisation. Special emphasis is given 
throughout to examples drawn from the UK and to the significance of the 2012 Olympics. Theoretical 
explanation is fully supported by case studies, practical and reflective exercises and guidance on further 
study.

Sport, Theory and Social Problems

What impact does sport have on the lives of ordinary people? How does sport help to perpetuate 
inequalities in society? What can social theory tell us about the role of sport in society?? At their origin 
competitive sports were institutionalized in Western cultures for the privilege of white, heterosexual 
men. Over time sport has become more open to categories of people traditionally marginalized in 
society: women; those from lower social classes; gay men; people of colour; and those differently abled. 
However, focusing solely on increased social inclusion in sport masks significant problems with both the 
culture and structure of sport. This critical textbook examines social exclusion in sport and analyzes the 
socio-negative attributes associated with competitive, institutionalized sport, for all who play. Focusing 
on sport at non-elite levels, this book explores the lives of everyday citizens who play and examines how 
inequality and social deviance are structured into the social and sporting system. Each chapter uses a 
key social theory to address a particular social problem in sport, such as learned obedience to authority; 
the acceptance of pain and injury; the adoption of hyper-masculine, homophobic and sexist attitudes; 
the teaching of in-group/out-group; and the use of sport as a false mechanism for social mobility. By 
concentrating on real sport, and through the use of startling vignettes illustrating the experiences of 
real people, this textbook develops the critical senses, social conscience and theoretical understanding 
of all students of sport and anybody for whom sport is part of their everyday life.

Values and Norms in Sport

This book is accessible to a wide range of teachers, researchers and students in the world of sport. 
The central research question in the book is how values and norms manifest themselves in sport and 
what societal meanings they have. Different contributions provide a number of different perspectives.

Sport And Society

This succinct and comprehensive account of the contemporary sociology of sport starts by tracing 
the key 'moments' in the transition from pre-modern to modern sport. It gives detailed accounts 
of the athletic competition in the ancient games at Olympia; the genesis of modern track-and-field 
athletics in nineteenth-century England; and the reconstruction and unfolding of the Olympic movement 
by de Coubertin through the twentieth century. The second section critically analyses the various 
theoretical approaches adopted by sociologists, and presents a distinctive new theoretical framework 
for understanding the changing role of sport in society in the era of global disorganized capitalism. 



The third section uses this framework to analyse in detail the links between exercise, sport and 
health, rates and patterns of participation in sport; the hyper-commodification of football in the 1990s; 
representations of sport in the media; the re-emergence of violence in sport; the notion of a 'de-civilizing 
spurt' in contemporary society; the dialectic between sporting icons or celebrities and sports audiences; 
and the potential for a critical sociology of sport.

Sport and Social Movements

This book is available as open access through the Bloomsbury Open Access programme and is 
available on www.bloomsburycollections.com. From neighborhood coalitions organizing against the 
building of a sport facility for professional sports teams subsidized by public funds, to global campaigns 
for equity for women in sport, to worldwide bans of apartheid regimes, sites and levels of protest, 
resistance and activism have been present throughout the history of sport. Contentious forms of 
collective actions are now ever more present in various forms at the local, the national and the global 
levels. Sport and Social Movements: From the Local to the Global is the first book-length treatment of 
the way social movements have intersected and continue to intersect with sport. It traces the history 
of various social movements associated with labour, women, peace, the environment and rights (civil, 
racial, disability and sexual), and their relationship to sport and sports mega-events such as the Olympic 
Games. Based on research conducted by a multinational team of authors that draws on theories 
of social movements and new social movements, the book includes a valuable chronology of social 
movements, illustrations of key episodes in the development of the relationships between sport and 
different social movements and an agenda for future research and scholarship. Written in a clear and 
comprehensive style it is suitable for all levels of higher education, researchers and the general reader 
who want to know more about the role that sport has played in the development of social movements 
and campaigns for social justice.

Sport and Modern Social Theorists

Sport and Modern Social Theorists is an innovative and exciting new collection. The chapters are 
written by leading social analysts of sport from across the world, and examine the contributions of 
major social theorists towards our critical understanding of modern sport. Social theorists under critical 
examination include Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Adorno, Gramsci, Habermas, Merton, C.Wright Mills, 
Goffman, Giddens, Elias, Bourdieu and Foucault. This book will appeal to students and scholars of 
sport studies, cultural studies, modern social theory, and to social scientists generally.

Sporting Females

1994 North American Society for the Sociology of Sport Annual Book Award An outstanding contribu-
tion to feminist analysis of sport from the nineteenth century to the present day. Jennifer Hargreaves 
views sport as a battle for control of the physical body and an important area for feminist intervention. 
Placing women at the centre of discussion, no other book is as comprehensive.

Marxism, Cultural Studies and Sport

Is Marxism still relevant for understanding sport in the twenty-first century? Has Marxism been 
preserved or transcended by cultural studies? What is the relationship between theory and intervention 
in the politics of sport? This book discusses the relationship between sport and Marxism. It is suitable 
for students of sport sociology, and Marxism.

Youth Culture and Sport

Youth Culture and Sport critically interrogates and challenges contemporary articulations of race, 
class, gender, and sexual relations circulating throughout popular iterations of youth sporting culture 
in late-capitalism. Written against the backdrop of important changes in social, cultural, political, and 
economic dynamics taking place in corporate culture’s war on kids, this exciting new volume marks 
the first anthology to critically examine the intersection of youth culture and sport in an age of global 
uncertainty. Bringing together leading scholars from cultural studies, gender studies, sociology, sport 
studies, and related fields, chapters range in scope from 'action' sport subcultures and community 
redevelopment programs to the cultural politics of white masculinity and Nike advertising. It is a must 
read for anyone interested in gaining a better understanding of the role sport plays in the construction 
of experiences, identities, practices, and social differences of contemporary youth culture.

Transforming Sport



Sport sociology has a responsibility to engage critically with the accepted wisdom of those who govern 
and promote sport. This challenging collection of international research is a clear call for enacting 
the transformation of sport. The contributing authors argue that it is not enough to merely advocate 
for change. Rather, they insist that scholars need to take an active political stance when conducting 
research with the explicit purpose of attempting to transform the practices, structures, and the ways 
in which knowledge is produced about sport. By exposing and challenging the power relations which 
perpetuate discrimination and inequality within sport, it becomes possible to catalyse wider societal 
changes. Drawing on a diversity of topics including sport for development and peace, transnational 
feminism, disability sport, refugees and football activism, FIFA, the Olympics, sports journalism and 
digital sports media, this book makes a case for sport sociology as an agent of positive change in 
the hierarchies and institutional structures of contemporary sport. Transforming Sport: Knowledges, 
Practices, Structures provides valuable insights for all students and scholars interested in the sociology 
of sport and its transformative potential.

The Sociology of Sports Coaching

Sports coaching is a social activity. At its heart lies a complex interaction between coach and 
athlete played out within the context of sport, itself a socio-culturally defined set of practices. In this 
ground-breaking book, leading international coaching scholars and coaches argue that an under-
standing of sociology and social theory can help us better grasp the interactive nature of coaching 
and consequently assist in demystifying the mythical ‘art’ of the activity. The Sociology of Sports 
Coaching establishes an alternative conceptual framework from which to explore sports coaching. It 
firstly introduces the work of key social theorists, such as Foucault, Goffman and Bourdieu among 
others, before highlighting the principal themes that link the study of sociology and sports coaching, 
such as power, interaction, and knowledge and learning. The book also outlines and develops the 
connections between theory and practice by placing the work of each selected social theorist alongside 
contemporary views on that work from a current practicing coach. This is the first book to present 
a critical sociological perspective of sports coaching and, as such, it represents an important step 
forward in the professionalization of the discipline. It is essential reading for any serious student of 
sports coaching or the sociology of sport, and for any reflective practitioner looking to become a better 
coach.

Advanced Introduction to the Sociology of Sport

This Advanced Introduction to the Sociology of Sport highlights the relationship between sport and 
violence, brain injury, social class, sexual minorities, gender, and race. Eric Anderson and Rory Magrath 
expertly draw on a range of scholarly evidence to outline how these issues intersect with contemporary 
sports culture

Sport Sociology

Any study of sport is incomplete without consideration of its social function and structures, its economic 
impacts both locally and globally, and its political dimension – particularly when used by nations for 
competitive gain. Sport Sociology provides a comprehensive overview for any student taking a course 
on the subject at college or university, including both established and emergent themes, from issues 
around power, diversity and consumerism through to newer topics such as the digital environment and 
climate change – both now covered in new individual chapters. Other chapters have been fully revised 
to include up-to-date literature and case studies, as well as new key terms and reflective tasks. A new 
‘Key Thinker’ box feature included in each chapter introduces readers to an esteemed theorist relevant 
for the chapter topic to help link theoretical concepts to practice and offer up suggestive research 
directions for student assessment.

Sport and Sociology

How has our understanding of sport been shaped by sociological ideas? How can the study of sport 
help sociologists to understand wider society? The sociology of sport is a sub-discipline approaching 
maturity. This is the first book to stand back and reflect upon the subject’s growth, to trace its 
developmental phases and to take stock of the current fund of knowledge. It offers a ‘state of the art’ 
review of the sociology of sport and investigates those areas where sport has come to influence the 
sociological mainstream. The book also examines how the sociology of sport has attempted to engage 
with a popular readership, and what the consequences of such engagement have been. Focusing 



on touchstone issues and concepts within sociological discourse such as race, gender, celebrity, the 
body and social theory, the book assesses the successes and failures of the sociology of sport in 
influencing the parent discipline, related sub-disciplines and the wider public. It also asks to what extent 
the sociology of sport can be said to be autonomous, distinctive and distinguished, and challenges 
students of sport to extend their work out of the narrow confines of the subdiscipline and across 
disciplinary divides. As the first book to provide a history of the sociology of sport and to clearly locate 
the contemporary discipline in the wider currents of sociological discourse, this is important reading 
for all students and scholars interested in the relationship between sport and society, whether they are 
working in sport studies or in the sociological mainstream.

Contemporary Issues in Sociology of Sport

Melnick, PhD, Contemporary Issues in Sociology of Sport includes: an exploration of topics and themes 
that have received limited attention in other sociology of sport texts but have been long-standing 
social concerns; a review of the attitudes toward female athletes and the anti-homosexual phobias 
present in sport; an in-depth look at the impoverishment of children's games in America; an overview 
of high school sport participation; a study of the challenges and benefits of the big-time collegiate sport 
experience; a critique of television's impact on sport and its portrayal of gender and race, and a review 
of sport and globalization. Unit I provides the reader with a historical background on the development 
of sociology of sport and addresses several critical issues about the relationship between sociology, 
physical education, and sociology of sport.

Football

The book draws upon the author's research into football cultures in the UK, Europe, and North and 
South America, and uses a wealth of secondary source material.

A Critical Analysis of Sociology of Sport

Why are sport and exercise important? What can the study of sport and exercise tell us about wider 
society? Who holds the power in creating contemporary sport and exercise discourses? It is impossible 
to properly understand the role that sport and exercise play in contemporary society without knowing 
a little social theory. It is social theory that provides the vocabulary for our study of society, that helps 
us ask the right critical questions and that encourages us to look for the (real) story behind sport 
and exercise. Sport, Exercise and Social Theory is a concise and engaging introduction to the key 
theories that underpin the study of sport, exercise and society, including feminism, post-modernism, 
(Neo-)Marxism and the sociological imagination. Using vivid examples and descriptions of sport-related 
events and exercise practices, the book explains why social theories are important as well as how to 
use them, giving students the tools to navigate with confidence through any course in the sociology 
of sport and exercise. This book shows how theory can be used to debunk many of our traditional 
assumptions about sport and exercise and how they can be a useful window through which to observe 
wider society. Designed to be used by students who have never studied sociology before, and including 
a whole chapter on the practical application of social theory to their own study, it provides training in 
critical thinking and helps students to develop intellectual skills which will serve them throughout their 
professional and personal lives.



Sport, Exercise and Social Theory

This is a succinct and comprehensive account of the contemporary sociology of sport. It starts by 
tracing the key ‘moments’ in the transition from pre-modern to modern sport, giving detailed accounts 
of the athletic competition in the ancient games at Olympia; the genesis of modern track-and-field 
athletics in nineteenth-century England; and the reconstruction by de Coubertin and unfolding of the 
Olympic movement through the twentieth century. The second section analyses features of sport in 
detail: The links between exercise, sport and health, including a look at growing rates of obesity 
and of the role of drug use in society and sport The hyper-commodification of football in the 1990s 
Representations of sport in the media Sports iconography, with sociological portraits of Muhammad 
Ali and David Beckham The re-emergence of violence in sport The third section critically analyses 
the various theoretical approaches adopted by sociologists, and presents a distinctive new theoretical 
framework for understanding the changing role of sport in society in the era of global disorganized 
capitalism. This is key reading for students and researchers in sociology of sport and leisure, sport 
science and health.

EBOOK: Sport and Society: History, Power and Culture

Within the overlapping fields of the sociology of sport, physical education and health education, the 
use of critical theories and the critical research paradigm has grown in scope. Yet what social impact 
has this research had? This book considers the capacity of critical research and associated social 
theory to play an active role in challenging social injustices or at least in 'making a difference' within 
health and physical education (HPE) and sporting contexts. It also examines how the use of different 
social theories impacts sport policies, national curricula and health promotion activities, as well as the 
practices of HPE teaching and sport training and competition. Critical Research in Sport, Health and 
Physical Education is a valuable resource for academics and students working in the fields of research 
methods, sociology of sport, physical education and health.

Critical Research in Sport, Health and Physical Education

A collection of texts providing a useful resource for students in the field of sports studies. Subject 
headings include approaches to the study of sport, the development and structure of modern sport, 
sport and power relations, and major issues in contemporary sport.

Sport: Approaches to the study of sport

"A really useful textbook to help undergraduate students construct arguments in their writing, and raise 
their writing abilities to a higher level. The book also provides useful examples that relates to sports 
students." - Hassan Khalil, Hertfordshire University "A fantastic text and one we use regularly with 
undergraduate and postgraduates." - Abbe Brady, Gloucestershire University The capacity to think 
critically is essential for success in sport courses in higher education. This book provides all those 
involved in the study of sport with the tools to assess, construct and present arguments and to analyse 
and evaluate material. The emphasis is on the application of critical thinking – in the form of written 
arguments, discussion and negotiation. Throughout, the text and examples are presented within the 
context of sport, helping students to more easily apply their learning to their subject area.

Critical Thinking for Sports Students

This book approaches the study of mental illness in sport cultures from a variety of social scientific 
perspectives. Contributions focus on the multiple manifestations of mental illness within sport cultures, 
and the degree to which sport may be utilized as a means of helping people who struggle with mental 
illness.

Sport, Mental Illness and Sociology

A revealing look at gender issues in contemporary sport.

Out of Play

This book argues that sport in the era of global or financialised capitalism has undergone a process 
of fracturing, which requires a re-assessment of longstanding and consensual accounts of tradition-
al-to-modern sporting activity. Considering rival concepts of sport, it presents detailed, illustrative 



studies of various types of sporting or athletic activity – including soccer, cricket, rugby and track and 
field – to advance an alternative sociological understanding of sport rooted in the philosophies and 
theories of critical realism and critical theory. As such, A Critical Realist Theory of Sport will appeal 
to scholars of sociology and social theory with interests in sport, research methods and critical realist 
thought.

A Critical Realist Theory of Sport

Sport is a geographic phenomenon. The physical and organizational infrastructure of sport occupies 
a prominent place in our society. This important book takes an explicitly spatial approach to sport, 
bringing together research in geography, sport studies and related disciplines to articulate a critical 
approach to ‘sports geography’. Critical Geographies of Sport illustrates this approach by engaging 
directly with a variety of theoretical traditions as well as the latest research methods. Each chapter 
showcases the merits of a geographic approach to the study of sport – ranging from football to running, 
horseracing and professional wrestling. Including cases from Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and 
the Americas, the book highlights the ways that space and power are produced through sport and its 
concomitant infrastructures, agencies and networks. Holding these power relations at the center of 
its analysis, it considers sport as a unique lens onto our understanding of space. Truly global in its 
perspective, it is fascinating reading for any student or scholar with an interest in sport and politics, 
sport and society, or human geography.

Critical Geographies of Sport

This volume charts changing perceptions of sport within medical discourse, attempts by sports 
medicine providers to forge professional identities in response to these processes, the day-to-day 
experiences of deliverers of sports medicine and the reactions of recipients of that healthcare.

The Social Organization of Sports Medicine

In this tenth celebratory volume, ten recognized and influential sport scholars from around the world 
reflect on their respective academic journeys within the subfield Sociology of Sport.

Reflections on Sociology of Sport

This undergraduate text, written by key writers, lecturers and academics in the field, covers the key, 
current issues in the field of sociology of sport and physical education. The first section of the text covers 
the importance of sport in culture, its theoretical background and methodological issues in research. 
The main body of the text then discusses issues including: gender; the sporting body; race and ethnicity; 
class, discrimination and stratification; equality; participation and socialisation into sport; the hidden 
curriculum; critical pedagogy; the globalisation of sport; sport and the media; political involvement in 
physical education, sport and recreation.

The Sociology of Sport and Physical Education

This text, intended for undergraduates on various education and sport related degree courses, covers 
the key, current issues in the field of sociology of sport and physical education. The first section of the 
text covers the importance of sport in culture, its theoretical background, and methodological issues 
in research. The main body of the text then discusses issues including the sporting body, participation 
and socialisation into sport, the hidden curriculum, critical pedagogy, and sport and the media. Laker 
discusses in depth gender, race and ethnicity, class, and equality, and he looks at sport and the 
media, and the involvement of politics. The chapters are each rounded off with challenging 'reflection' 
questions, activities and tasks for the reader to fulfill.

Sociology of Sport and Physical Education

Sport and Modern Social Theorists is an innovative and exciting new collection. The chapters are 
written by leading social analysts of sport from across the world, and examine the contributions of 
major social theorists towards our critical understanding of modern sport. Social theorists under critical 
examination include Marx, Weber, Durkheim, Adorno, Gramsci, Habermas, Merton, C.Wright Mills, 
Goffman, Giddens, Elias, Bourdieu and Foucault. This book will appeal to students and scholars of 
sport studies, cultural studies, modern social theory, and to social scientists generally.



Sport and Modern Social Theorists

In the increasingly popular sport of parkour, athletes run, jump, climb, flip, and vault through city 
streetscapes, resembling urban gymnasts to passersby and awestruck spectators. In Parkour and the 
City, cultural sociologist Jeffrey L. Kidder examines the ways in which this sport involves a creative 
appropriation of urban spaces as well as a method of everyday risk-taking by a youth culture that 
valorizes individuals who successfully manage danger. Parkour’s modern development has been tied 
closely to the growth of the internet. The sport is inevitably a YouTube phenomenon, making it exemplary 
of new forms of globalized communication. Parkour’s dangerous stunts resonate, too, Kidder contends, 
with a neoliberal ideology that is ambivalent about risk. Moreover, as a male-dominated sport, parkour, 
with its glorification of strength and daring, reflects contemporary Western notions of masculinity. At 
the same time, Kidder writes, most athletes (known as “traceurs” or “freerunners”) reject a “daredevil” 
label, preferring a deliberate, reasoned hedging of bets with their own safety—rather than a “pushing 
the edge” ethos normally associated with extreme sports.

Parkour and the City
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