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Delve into the rich African history through a comprehensive study of the Ancient Ghana and Mali 
Empires. Explore their significant political structures, economic prowess, and cultural achievements 
that shaped West Africa, offering crucial insights into these powerful pre-colonial civilizations.
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Ancient Ghana and Mali

This packet covers the mighty African kingdom of Ghana--rich in culture and tradition--that sprang up 
along the continent's west coast. Through strength and ingenuity, it overcame tremendous odds in 
adapting to the often harsh African climate and environment. Special emphasis is given to the rich 
tradition of African arts in the form of music, dance, and sculpture as well as to the prominence of 
religion and the importance of the family as principal organizing features of African society.

Ancient Ghana and Mali

A study of the legends and history of the ancient West African kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay, 
including background and commentary on Islam's influence in the region

The History of Ghana

The empire of Ghana was a wealthy trading empire in West Africa located south of the Sahara Desert. 
Made up of a federation of the Soninke people, its richest historical record spans from about 750 until 
1076 CE, due to the writings of Arab travelers and geographers from that period. The author explains 
what we know about this mysterious and fascinating empire, whose main city Kumbi Saleh was a link 
on the Saharan trade routes. Readers learn about the traditions, beliefs, and lifestyle of the Soninke 
and other indigenous peoples, as well as the effects of contact with Islam.

Ghana, Mali, Songhay

Engaging with a Legacy shows how Nehemia Levtzion shaped our understanding of Islam in Africa 
and influenced successive scholarly generations in their approach to Islamization, conversion and 
fundamentalism. The book illuminates his work, career and family life – including his own ‘life vision’ 
on the occasion of his 60th birthday. It speaks to his relationship with researchers at home and abroad 
as mentor, colleague and provocateur; in one section, several authors reflect on those dynamics in 
terms of personal and professional development. Levtzion’s contemporaries also speak of interactions 
with him (and his life-long companion, wife Tirza) in the 1950s and 1960s; we see in these writings 
the birth of West African historical studies. Levtzion’s arrival as Israeli graduate-student in Nkrumah’s 
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Egyptian-leaning Ghana, and the debate over what ‘African Studies’ should mean in an environment 
that included the personal intervention of W.E.B. Du Bois, are stories told for the first time. Most poignant 
is the account of Levtzion’s commitment to building African Studies, complete with emphasis on Islam, 
in the heart of the Jewish state at The Hebrew University. His never-ending defence of the program 
reflected his determination to be both ‘engaged historian’ and ‘engaged Israeli’ – a legacy he chose for 
himself. Finally, an ‘Epilogue’ to the original publication shows how one aspect this legacy, Levtzion’s 
growing preoccupation with the ‘public sphere in Muslim societies’, has become even more relevant 
in ‘post-Arab Spring’ Africa and the Middle East. This book was published as a special issue of the 
Canadian Journal of African Studies.

Discovering the Empire of Ghana

This packet covers the mighty African kingdom of Mali--rich in culture and tradition--that sprang up 
along the continent's west coast. Through strength and ingenuity, it overcame tremendous odds in 
adapting to the often harsh African climate and environment. Special emphasis is given to the rich 
tradition of African arts in the form of music, dance, and sculpture as well as to the prominence of 
religion and the importance of the family as principal organizing features of African society.

Engaging with a Legacy: Nehemia Levtzion (1935-2003)

Explores empires of medieval west Africa.

The History of Mali

Examines the social, economic, political, and cultural life of the people of ancient Ghana, Mali, and 
Songhai, including profiles of influential citizens.

Empires of Medieval West Africa

There has long been a need for a new textbook on West Africa's history. This comprehensive collection 
brings together leading scholars on key themes from West Africa's prehistory to the present. It 
discusses various disciplinary approaches to West African history, provides overviews of the literature 
on major topics, and breaks new ground through the incorporation of original research. Part one 
provides perspectives on West Africa's history from archaeology, ecology and culture, linguistics, and 
oral traditions. Part two provides longue duree perspectives on environment, society, agency and 
historical change. Part three examines how economic and political developments have shaped religious 
expression and identity in significant ways. At the end of each chapter is a short list of recommended 
reading. EMMANUEL KWAKU AKYEAMPONG is Professor of History at Harvard University North 
America: Ohio U Press; Ghana: Woeli Publishing Services

Ancient West African Kingdoms

This new edition of Topics in West African History has been thoroughly revised and updated to meet the 
requirements of senior secondary and first year university students. This edition contains.-24 chapters 
cover the entire history of West Africa from the spread of Islam to the present day.-New maps illustrate 
the major themes of west African history.-Main political facts of Wet Africa since independence are 
summarized in an easy-to-remember table.

Themes in West Africa's History

Explore the fascinating kingdoms of ancient Africa! This book covers the mighty African kingdoms of 
Ghana, Mali, and Songhay--rich in culture and tradition--that sprang up along the continent s west coast 
as far back as 300 B.C. Rivaling the great ancient civilizations of Egypt, Greece, and Rome, these early 
African cultures, through strength and ingenuity, overcame tremendous odds in adapting to the often 
harsh African climate and environment. Special emphasis is given to the rich tradition of African arts 
in the form of music, dance, and sculpture as well as to the prominence of religion and the importance 
of the family as principal organizing features of African society. An extensive teacher guide, crossword 
puzzles, map activities, comprehension questions, as well as critical thinking questions are included.

Topics in West African History



Explore the fascinating kingdoms of ancient Africa! This book covers the mighty African kingdoms of 
Ghana, Mali, and Songhay--rich in culture and tradition--that sprang up along the continent s west coast 
as far back as 300 B.C. Rivaling the great ancient civilizations of Egypt, Greece, and Rome, these early 
African cultures, through strength and ingenuity, overcame tremendous odds in adapting to the often 
harsh African climate and environment. Special emphasis is given to the rich tradition of African arts 
in the form of music, dance, and sculpture as well as to the prominence of religion and the importance 
of the family as principal organizing features of African society. An extensive teacher guide, crossword 
puzzles, map activities, comprehension questions, as well as critical thinking questions are included.

Early Africa

In a radically new account of the importance of early Africa in global history, Gomez traces how Islam's 
growth in West Africa, along with intensifying commerce that included slaves, resulted in a series of 
political experiments unique to the region, culminating in the rise of empire.

Early Africa (eBook)

"A discussion of the Ghana, Mali, and Songhai people of Africa, including who they were, where they 
lived, the rise of civilization, social structure, religion, art and architecture, science and technology, daily 
life, entertainment and sports, and fall of civilization. Features include timelines, fact boxes, glossary, 
list of recommended reading and web sites, and index"--Provided by publisher.

African Dominion

Examines the civilizations of the Western Sudan which flourished from 700 to 1700 A.D., acquiring 
such vast wealth that they became centers of trade and culture for a continent.

African History

An overview of the ongoing methods used to understand African history. Spurred in part by the ongoing 
re-evaluation of sources and methods in research, African historiography in the past two decades has 
been characterized by the continued branching and increasing sophistication of methodologies and 
areas of specialization. The rate of incorporation of new sources and methods into African historical 
research shows no signs of slowing. This book is both a snapshot of current academic practice and 
an attempt to sort throughsome of the problems scholars face within this unfolding web of sources 
and methods. The book is divided into five sections, each of which begins with a short introduction by 
a distinguished Africanist scholar. The first sectiondeals with archaeological contributions to historical 
research. The second section examines the methodologies involved in deciphering historically accurate 
African ethnic identities from the records of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. The third section mines 
old documentary sources for new historical perspectives. The fourth section deals with the method 
most often associated with African historians, that of drawing historical data from oral tradition. Thefifth 
section is devoted to essays that present innovative sources and methods for African historical re-
search. Together, the essays in this cutting-edge volume represent the current state of the art in African 
historical research. Toyin Falola is the Jacob and Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and 
University Distinguished Teaching Professor at the University of Texas at Austin. Christian Jennings is 
a Doctoral Candidatein History at the University of Texas at Austin.

Africans of the Ghana, Mali, and Songhai Empires

Embark on a captivating journey through the historical legacy of West Africa with our MCQ guide 
- "Ghana Empire Chronicles: MCQ Expedition through West African Legacy." Tailored for history 
enthusiasts, students, and exam aspirants, this comprehensive resource offers a curated collection 
of multiple-choice questions that unveil the grandeur of the Ghana Empire. Explore the thriving trade 
routes, cultural achievements, and societal structures that defined this influential West African kingdom. 
Delve into the legendary tales of ancient Ghana's wealth, governance, and lasting impact on the region. 
Perfect your understanding of the Ghana Empire and prepare confidently for exams. Elevate your 
historical acumen and immerse yourself in the legacy of West African history with "Ghana Empire 
Chronicles: MCQ Expedition through West African Legacy." Uncover the secrets of the Ghana Empire 
with precision and depth.

The Royal Kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, and Songhay



This book provides a wide-ranging history of Africa from earliest prehistory to the present day – 
using the cultural, social, political, and economic lenses of Africa as instruments to illuminate the 
ordinary lives of Africans. The result is a fresh survey that includes a wealth of indigenous ideas, 
African concepts, and traditional outlooks that have escaped the writing of African history in the West. 
This straightforward, illustrated and factual text allows the reader to access the major developments, 
personalities and events on the African continent. Written by a world expert in African history, this 
ground-breaking survey is an indispensable guide.

Sources and Methods in African History

In a vast and all-embracing study of Africa, from the origins of mankind to the South African general 
election of 1994, John Iliffe refocuses African history on the peopling of an environmentally hostile 
continent. Africans have been pioneers struggling against disease and nature, and their social, 
economic and political institutions have been designed to ensure survival and maximise numbers. 
These institutions enabled them to survive the slave trade and colonial invasion, but in the context 
of medical progress and other twentieth-century innovations the same institutions have bred the most 
rapid population growth the world has ever seen. This demographic growth has lain behind the collapse 
of colonial rule, the disintegration of Apartheid, and the instability of contemporary nations. The history 
of the continent is thus a single story binding living Africans to their earliest human ancestors.

GHANA EMPIRE

Drawing on a rich oral tradition, numerous trips to the region, and the latest scholarship available on 
this important but little-studied era, scholar and author David Conrad explores the people, places, and 
ideas that made up this trio of empires. Connections to life today include the continuing impact of Islam 
and tribal groups in Africa, and the influence of the medieval traditions on modern music and cuisine.

The History of Africa

Intended for those interested in the African continent and the diversity of human history, this work looks 
at Africa's past and reflects on the changing ways it has been imagined and represented. It illustrates 
key themes in modern thinking about Africa's history with a range of historical examples.

Africans

Africa is the continent where the first humans were born. They explored the vast land and produced 
the first tools. And although we migrated from that continent, we never completely abandoned it.

Empires of Medieval West Africa

Introduction to the History of African Civilization explores the major issues dominating African Civiliza-
tion from the earliest recorded period to the eve of colonial conquest of the continent. C. Magbaily 
Fyle begins with a discussion of the myths and prejudices underlying most analyses of African issues, 
and moves into a discussion of the origin of humanity; the similarities between the classical Nile valley 
civilizations of Egypt, Nubia, Kush, and Axum; and the spread of Islam through African societies. He 
portrays the systems of precolonial government and society, including the role of women in governance, 
as well as traditional trade and agricultural patterns. Fyle provides a new perspective on the Islamic 
Jihads, shifting focus from Sokoto and Macina to the Senegambia and the Upper Guinea region, and 
a revised interpretation of the Atlantic slave trade, which includes the importance of African objectors 
to this process. He also discusses important cultural features such as the traditional African food, 
architecture, and typical structures of towns.

Perspectives and Methods of Studying African History

The Asante World provides fresh perspectives on the Asante, the largest Akan group in Southern 
Ghana, and what new scholars are thinking and writing about the "world the Asante made." By 
employing a thematic approach, the volume interrogates several dimensions of Asante history including 
state formation, Asante-Ahafo and Bassari-Dagomba relations in the context of Asante northward 
expansion, and the expansion to the south. It examines the role of Islam which, although extremely 
intense for just a short time, had important ramifications. Together the essays excavate key aspects 
of Asante political economy and culture, exemplified in kola nut production, the kente/adinkra cloth 
types and their associated symbols, proverbs, and drum language. The Asante World explores the 



Asante origins of Jamaican maroons, Asante secular government, contemporary politics of progress, 
governance through the institution of Ahemaa or Queenmothers, epidemiology and disease, and edu-
cation in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. Featuring innovative and insightful contributions from 
leading historians of the Asante world, this volume is essential reading for advanced undergraduates, 
postgraduates, and scholars concerned with African Studies, African diaspora history, the history of 
Ghana and the Gold Coast, the history of Islam in Africa, and Asante history.

African History: A Very Short Introduction

The book presents information on antiquated African history. You can learn: - Realize where develop-
ment as far as we might be concerned today started? - Investigate the most conspicuous antiquated 
African realms? - Find the world-forming occasions that occurred in Africa? - Investigate and grasp 
Africa's rich folklore and history?

Ancient Africa

Archaeologists have been excavating in Africa for over 200 years. Contributors place the subject within 
the broader political, social and economic context. Not only have the attitudes and aspirations of both 
colonialism and nationalism been important influences on the development of African archaeology, 
but certain discoveries have also had considerable political impact. Contributors include J.D.Clark, 
Thurstan Shaw and Peter Shinnie, who have been at the forefront of African archaeology for 50 years.

Introduction to the History of African Civilization: Precolonial Africa

This text is designed for students preparing for O Level history, offering an examination of some of the 
major trends and events in West African history from AD 1000-1800.

The Asante World

PREFACE: The need to provide the West African students of History, with an objective analysis of the 
activities of the peoples who occupy the Western zone of the continent of Africa, has motivated this 
publication. This book has been specially prepared to meet the demands of the West African School 
Certificate examinations in history; the special history paper for candidates offering General Certificate 
of Education examinations at Advanced level; and the Higher School Certificate examinations. It has 
also been written to provide the general reader with a direct communion with the traditions and culture 
of our peoples.To the students and the general readers alike is addressed this note of warning: You must 
not expect all your historical problems to be solved solely by this book. Other books, journals and current 
magazines should be read to supplement and enrich your historical experience. In such a quest, you 
are bound to come across some other ideas about historical writing and the study of history; particularly 
our own history, African history. Some historians erroneously believe that African history consists of 
European activities in Africa. This is utterly nonsense and baseless. Such historians persist in their 
mistakes because their views of African history are based on the European Imperialist-colonialist 
activities in Africa during the 19th and the 20th centuries. These simple questions which destroy their 
myth and expose their error must be asked: Does it mean that there were no people in Africa before the 
advent of the Europeans? Did the Portuguese not find highly organised communities in Africa during 
their Atlantic exploration in the 15th and 16th centuries? Did such explorers not find Africans in useful 
and rewarding trade, and other economic activities? Were the people then without indigenous religion 
outside Christianity and Islam? Or, are we to regard the ancient Egyptian civilization as European? 
Or else, what then is history? No one would contest the fact that compact biographies of European 
nationalities can be compiled into a single book and called "History of European Activities in Africa". 
But it is the height of intellectual dishonesty to call such a compilation "a history of Africa". European 
influence in Africa is only a part of the foreign of our cultural relations. Therefore, it cannot be a 
substitute to the whole entity. Among other problems that may confront teachers, students and the 
general readers are the difficulties of securing adequate periodization and valid justification for our 
historiography. Here, some attempts may be made to evince some thoughts among other historians 
on these items. Recent research and archaeological excavations have increasingly pointed the way to 
an acceptable classification of the periods on African history along the following lines.1.Pre-Historic - 
Before 4000 BC 2. Ancient - 4000 BC - 300 A.D. 3. Medieval - 300 A.D. - 1800 A.D. 4. Modern - 1800 
A.D. Upwards Much can be said in favour of this classification but would be fully expatiated upon in 
another work. The generalisation that African History heavily relies on the use of oral tradition for its 
primary source, and therefore its facts cannot be reliable is untrue and illogical. From periodization 



above, it is obvious that periods (1), (2), and partly (3) are likely to lean on oral tradition. The use to 
which African scholars have put oral tradition for the recovery of the past is sound and offers a novelty 
in the history of historiography. Cont.

The Ancient African Culture: The Ancient History Of African Kingdoms

From the 9th to the 15th century Arab travelers and observers produced a rich literature in West Africa. 
An annotated translation of this body of work is found in Corpus of Early Arabic Sources for West 
African History. This title is a simplified form of this corpus for students.

A History of African Archaeology

Provides an overview of the culture and civilizations of the ancient West African Kingdoms of Mali, 
Ghana, and Songhai.

A History of West Africa, 1000-1800

This volume explores the range of interactions between the historical sources and archaeology that 
are available on the African continent. Written by a range of experts on different aspects of African 
archaeology, this book represents the first consideration of historical archaeology over the African 
continent as a whole. This seminal volume also explores Africa's place in global systems of thought 
and economic development and is of interest to historical archaeologists and historians.

Major Events in African History

A textbook providing the only comprehensive and up-to-date account of African history between 500 
B.C. and 1400 A.D. Also useful to students of archaeology.

A Textbook of West African History

Originally published in 1978 as part of the Urbanization in Developing Countries series, this is an 
interdisciplinary study of rapid urban growth in West Africa. Gugler and Flanagan first explore the history 
of the cities of the early West African empires and they draw on the work of social anthropologists and 
sociologists, as well as demographers, economists, geographers, historians, political scientists and 
social psychologists. They then describe the urban explosion that the region experienced after World 
War II. They explore the implications of widespread urban unemployment and underemployment, the 
housing crisis and the emergence of metropolitan areas such as Lagos. The literature on urbanization 
and social change in Black Africa in general, and West Africa in particular, expanded at a fast pace 
in the years preceding publication. This critical review of the disparate findings filled a gap in African 
Studies and threw light on the understanding of Third World urbanization.

Medieval West Africa Before 1400

A brief history of Africa from ancient times to the end of the nineteenth century.

Ancient West African Kingdoms

African Historical Archaeologies
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