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This insightful analysis delves into the complex concept of 'The Sacrificed Body' within the context 
of Balkan community building. It examines how the fear of freedom impacts societal development 
and identity in the Russian and East European studies framework, offering critical perspectives on 
post-socialist transformations and their geopolitical implications.
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The Sacrificed Body

Tatjana Aleksic examines the widespread use of the sacrificial metaphor in cultural texts and its 
importance to sustaining communal ideologies in the Balkan region. Aleksic further relates the theme 
to the sanctioning of ethnic cleansing, rape, and murder in the name of homogeneity and collective 
identity. Aleksic employs cultural theory, sociological analysis, and human rights studies to expose a 
historical narrative that is predominant regionally, if not globally.

The Sacrificed Body

Living in one of the world’s most volatile regions, the people of the Balkans have witnessed unrelenting 
political, economic, and social upheaval. In response, many have looked to building communities, both 
psychologically and materially, as a means of survival in the wake of crumbling governments and states. 
The foundational structures of these communities often center on the concept of individual sacrifice 
for the good of the whole. Many communities, however, are hijacked by restrictive ideologies, turning 
them into a model of intolerance and exclusion. In The Sacrificed Body, Tatjana Aleksic examines the 
widespread use of the sacrificial metaphor in cultural texts and its importance to sustaining communal 
ideologies in the Balkan region. Aleksic further relates the theme to the sanctioning of ethnic cleansing, 
rape, and murder in the name of homogeneity and collective identity. Aleksic begins her study with the 
theme of the immurement of a live female body in the foundation of an important architectural structure, 
a trope she finds in texts from all over the Balkans. The male builders performing the sacrificial act have 
been called by a higher power who will ensure the durability of the structure and hence the patriarchal 
community as a whole. In numerous examples ranging from literature to film and performance art, 
Aleksic views the theme of sacrifice and its relation to exclusion based on gender, race, class, sexuality, 
religion, or politics for the sake of community building. According to Aleksic, the sacrifice narrative 
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becomes most prevalent during times of crisis brought on by wars, weak governments, foreign threats, 
or even globalizing tendencies. Because crisis justifies the very existence of restrictive communities, 
communalist ideology thrives on its perpetuation. They exist in a symbiotic relationship. Aleksic also 
acknowledges the emancipatory potential of a genuine community, after it has shaken off its ideological 
character. Aleksic employs cultural theory, sociological analysis, and human rights studies to expose a 
historical narrative that is predominant regionally, if not globally. As she determines, in an era of both 
Western and non-Western neoliberalism, elitist hegemony will continue to both threaten and bolster 
communities along with their segregationist tactics.

Balkan Memories

This book gives an insight into the media constructions of historical remembrance reflecting transna-
tional, national or nationalistic forms of politics. Authors from post-Yugoslavia and neighbouring coun-
tries focus on the diverse transnational (such as Austro-Hungarian, Yugoslav etc.) and national (such 
as Bosnian, Croatian, Serbian etc.) memory cultures in South-Eastern Europe, their interference and 
rivalry. They examine constructions of memory in different media from the 19th century to recent wars. 
These include longue durée images, breaks and gaps, selection and suppression, traumatic events 
and the loss of memory, nostalgia, false memory, reactivation, rituals and traces of memory.

The Mladenovic Collection

A probing analysis of the democratization of the Balkan states in the post-Communist era Democrati-
zation in the Balkan states in the post-Communist era

Bibliography of Sources on the Region of Former Yugoslavia Volume III

Examines the origins of political violence in the Balkans since the 19th century, while treating the region 
as an integral part of modern European history, reminding us that political violence and ethnic cleansing 
are hardly unique to this region.

Democratization in the Balkans

This book sheds light on the causes and consequences of ethnic cleansing in the twentieth century 
Balkans with particular reference to the former Yugoslavia in the 1990s. In providing a thorough and 
consistent analysis of large-scale episodes of ethnic cleansing in modern Balkan history, Politics of Eth-
nic Cleansing fills an important gap in existing conflict and peace studies literature. Offering a top-down 
interpretation of the expulsion of ethno-national minorities as a means of state-building, the analysis 
rests on a fresh, multidimensional approach, which provides an eclectic discussion of nationalism, 
politics, and security. This book establishes an agenda for policy-making and future research by making 
specific proposalsfor clearing up the present ambiguities in international humanitarian law related to 
ethnic cleansing, rethinking humanitarian intervention with a view to restoring the long-term viability 
of the target states, and repudiating the argument for forced homogenization as a conflict resolution 
strategy

Bosnia Charges Genocide

Details the history of the three major waves of genocide and ethnic cleansing in the Balkan peninsula 
and Yugoslavia during the twentieth century

Forced Ethnic Migrations on the Balkans

This forum, held in Prijedor in September 2003, focused in particular on the situation of refugees and 
displaced persons and on the steps local and regional authorities can take to improve their social and 
economic circumstances.--Publisher's description.

When All Could No Longer be Equal in Death

"This volume is an important contribution to debates about Europeanization, showcasing how Euro-
pean memory politics are appropriated and incorporated into local and national memory discourses. 
It sheds light not just on the Western Balkans, but Europeanization more broadly." - Florian Bieber, 
Jean Monnet Chair in the Europeanization of Southeastern Europe, Professor of Southeast European 
History and Politics, University of Graz, Austria "This is an impressive book that demonstrates how 



crucial the study of memory politics is for understanding European politics. Providing us with a complex 
understanding of Europeanization, the authors show how far-reaching the political effects can be of 
something as seemingly apolitical as 'memories'." - Peter Vermeersch, Professor of Politics, Leuven 
International and European studies (LINES), KU Leuven, Belgium "This excellent and timely volume 
addresses truly transnational memory processes in the interplay between European institutions and 
memory entrepreneurs in new or prospective member states. This is a stimulating read and an 
important contribution to the research fields of memory politics, Europeanisation, and contemporary 
South Eastern Europe alike." - Tea Sindbaek, Associate Professor at the Department of Cross-Cultural 
and Regional Studies, University of Copenhagen, Denmark This volume explores how the process of 
European integration has influenced collective memory in the countries of the Western Balkans. In the 
region, there is still no shared understanding of the causes (and consequences) of the Yugoslav wars. 
The conflicts of the 1990s but also of WWII and its aftermath have created "ethnically confined" memory 
cultures. As such, divergent interpretations of history continue to trigger confrontations between 
neighboring countries and hinder the creation of a joint EU perspective. In this volume, the authors 
examine how these "memory wars" impact the European dimension - by becoming a tool to either 
support or oppose Europeanisation. The contributors focus on how and why memory is renegotiated, 
exhibited, adjusted, or ignored in the Europeanisation process. Ana Miloševi� is Researcher at the 
University of Leuven (KU Leuven), Belgium. Tamara Trošt is Assistant Professor of Sociology at the 
University of Ljubljana, Slovenia.

The Balkans

"This book surveys the ... films that were made in response to the 1990's crisis in the Balkans, and in 
particular the Bosnian war"--Ch. 1.

Politics of Ethnic Cleansing

An exploration of the history of extreme violence in the Balkans during World War Two, 'Therapeutic 
Fascism' draws on sources such as psychiatric patient case histories, to document how authoritarian 
regimes of the mid 20th-century utilised psychiatric and psychoanalytic concepts and techniques to 
assert authority.

Balkan Genocides

In Stalinist Russia, the idealized Soviet man projected an image of strength, virility, and unyielding 
drive in his desire to build a powerful socialist state. In monuments, posters, and other tools of cultural 
production, he became the demigod of Communist ideology. But beneath the surface of this fantasy, 
between the lines of texts and in film, lurked another figure: the wounded body of the heroic invalid, the 
second version of Stalin's New Man. In How the Soviet Man Was Unmade, Lilya Kaganovsky exposes 
the paradox behind the myth of the indestructible Stalinist-era male. In her analysis of social-realist 
literature and cinema, she examines the recurring theme of the mutilated male body, which appears 
with startling frequency. Kaganovsky views this representation as a thinly veiled statement about the 
emasculated male condition during the Stalinist era. Because the communist state was "full of heroes," 
a man could only truly distinguish himself and attain hero status through bodily sacrifice-yet in his 
wounding, he was forever reminded that he would be limited in what he could achieve, and was 
expected to remain in a state of continued subservience to Stalin and the party. Kaganovsky provides 
an insightful reevaluation of classic works of the period, including the novels of Nikolai Ostrovskii (How 
Steel Was Tempered) and Boris Polevoi (A Story About a Real Man), and films such as Ivan Pyr'ev's 
The Party Card, Eduard Pentslin's The Fighter Pilots, and Mikhail Chiaureli's The Fall of Berlin, among 
others. The symbolism of wounding and dismemberment in these works acts as a fissure in the facade 
of Stalinist cultural production through which we can view the consequences of historic and political 
trauma.

Problems of Identities in the Balkans

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists is the premier public resource on scientific and technological 
developments that impact global security. Founded by Manhattan Project Scientists, the Bulletin's iconic 
"Doomsday Clock" stimulates solutions for a safer world.

4th Forum of Cities and Regions of South-East Europe



Democracy is well-established and soundly practiced in most European countries. But despite unprece-
dented progress, there is growing dissatisfaction with the state of democracy and deepening mistrust 
of democratic institutions; a situation exacerbated by the economic crisis. Are Europe's democracies 
really under threat? Has the traditional model of European democracy exhausted its potential? A broad 
consensus is forming as to the urgent need to examine the origins of the crisis and to explore visions 
and strategies which could contribute to rebuilding confidence in democracy. As Europe's guardian of 
democracy, human rights and the rule of law, the Council of Europe is committed to exploring the state 
and practice of European democracy, as well as identifying new challenges and anticipating future 
trends. In order to facilitate this reflection, the Council of Europe held a series of Democracy Debates 
with the participation of renowned specialists working in a variety of backgrounds and disciplines. 
This publication presents the eight Democracy Debate lectures. Each presentation analyses a specific 
aspect of democracy today, placing the issues not only in their political context but also addressing 
the historical, technological and communication dimensions. The authors make proposals on ways to 
improve democratic governance and offer their predictions on how democracy in Europe may evolve. 
Together, the presentations contribute to improving our understanding of democracy today and to 
recognising the ways it could be protected and strengthened.

Russia and the Balkans After the Cold War

8. Challenging the state.

What is the West

The pacy, sensitive and formidably argued history of the causes of the First World War, from acclaimed 
historian and author Christopher Clark SUNDAY TIMES and INDEPENDENT BOOKS OF THE YEAR 
2012 The moments that it took Gavrilo Princip to step forward to the stalled car and shoot dead 
Franz Ferdinand and his wife were perhaps the most fateful of the modern era. An act of terrorism 
of staggering efficiency, it fulfilled its every aim: it would liberate Bosnia from Habsburg rule and it 
created a powerful new Serbia, but it also brought down four great empires, killed millions of men and 
destroyed a civilization. What made a seemingly prosperous and complacent Europe so vulnerable to 
the impact of this assassination? In The Sleepwalkers Christopher Clark retells the story of the outbreak 
of the First World War and its causes. Above all, it shows how the failure to understand the seriousness 
of the chaotic, near genocidal fighting in the Balkans would drag Europe into catastrophe. Reviews: 
'Formidable ... one of the most impressive and stimulating studies of the period ever published' Max 
Hastings,Sunday Times 'Easily the best book ever written on the subject ... A work of rare beauty 
that combines meticulous research with sensitive analysis and elegant prose. The enormous weight 
of its quality inspires amazement and awe ... Academics should take note: Good history can still be 
a good story' Washington Post 'A lovingly researched work of the highest scholarship. It is hard to 
believe we will ever see a better narrative of what was perhaps the biggest collective blunder in the 
history of international relations' Niall Ferguson '[Reading The Sleepwalkers], it is as if a light had been 
turned on a half-darkened stage of shadowy characters cursing among themselves without reason 
... [Clark] demolishes the standard view ... The brilliance of Clark's far-reaching history is that we 
are able to discern how the past was genuinely prologue ... In conception, steely scholarship and 
piercing insights, his book is a masterpiece' Harold Evans, New York Times Book Review 'Impeccably 
researched, provocatively argued and elegantly written ... a model of scholarship' Sunday Times Books 
of the Year 'Superb ... effectively consigns the old historical consensus to the bin ... It's not often that one 
has the privilege of reading a book that reforges our understanding of one of the seminal events of world 
history' Mail Online 'A monumental new volume ... Revelatory, even revolutionary ... Clark has done a 
masterful job explaining the inexplicable' Boston Globe 'Superb ... One of the great mysteries of history 
is how Europe's great powers could have stumbled into World War I ... This is the single best book 
I have read on this important topic' Fareed Zakaria 'A meticulously researched, superbly organized, 
and handsomely written account Military History Clark is a masterly historian ... His account vividly 
reconstructs key decision points while deftly sketching the context driving them ... A magisterial work' 
Wall Street Journal About the author: Christopher Clark is Professor of Modern History at the University 
of Cambridge and a Fellow of St Catharine's College. He is the author of The Politics of Conversion, 
Kaiser Wilhelm II and Iron Kingdom. Widely praised around the world, Iron Kingdom became a major 
bestseller. He has been awarded the Officer's Cross of the Order of Merit of the Federal Republic of 
Germany.

Bosna Charges Genocide



The idea of this collection is to bring to the forefront various ways in which the literary poetics of 
Balkan nations interrelates with their national poetics, and present recent and innovative explorations 
of literature and film which actively engage with national poetics, a kind of mythopoiesis of the modern 
Balkans. In proposing an approach to the national question that lies distinctly in the liminal space 
best designated as mythistory, the collection brings together two dominant approaches to national 
discourse. The first tends to interpret the nation as a myth, an artificial creation, an invention, even a 
â oedream.â The other is a mapping of the nation that considers its historically progressive role. It is 
their multifaceted dynamics that brings to the foreground a unique national mythopoetics. Mythistory is 
explored through its multifold engagement with the text: as a major element in the universal nationalist 
discourse, as a narrative strategy extensively utilized in Balkan literary and film narratives, and as 
a particular technique in approaching the text. Through the insights gained from literary and critical 
theory, historical analysis, and cultural anthropology, this collection seeks to reveal the application of 
mythistorical discourse upon narratives responding to nation-forming historical events. The texts in this 
collection articulate very distinct agendas of gender, identity, culture, philosophy, and aesthetics, all 
interwoven with national problematic, but steer away from the definition by which mythistory is relegated 
to the transparently propagandist.

Europeanisation and Memory Politics in the Western Balkans

Why did Yugoslavia fall apart? Was its violent demise inevitable? Did its population simply fall victim 
to the lure of nationalism? How did this multinational state survive for so long, and where do we 
situate the short life of Yugoslavia in the long history of Europe in the twentieth century? A History 
of Yugoslavia provides a concise, accessible, comprehensive synthesis of the political, cultural, social, 
and economic life of Yugoslavia—from its nineteenth-century South Slavic origins to the bloody demise 
of the multinational state of Yugoslavia in the 1990s. Calic takes a fresh and innovative look at the 
colorful, multifaceted, and complex history of Yugoslavia, emphasizing major social, economic, and 
intellectual changes from the turn of the twentieth century and the transition to modern industrialized 
mass society. She traces the origins of ethnic, religious, and cultural divisions, applying the latest 
social science approaches, and drawing on the breadth of recent state-of-the-art literature, to present 
a balanced interpretation of events that takes into account the differing perceptions and interests of 
the actors involved. Uniquely, Calic frames the history of Yugoslavia for readers as an essentially 
open-ended process, undertaken from a variety of different regional perspectives with varied composite 
agenda. She shuns traditional, deterministic explanations that notorious Balkan hatreds or any other 
kind of exceptionalism are to blame for Yugoslavia’s demise, and along the way she highlights the 
agency of twentieth-century modern mass society in the politicization of differences. While analyzing 
nuanced political and social-economic processes, Calic describes the experiences and emotions of 
ordinary people in a vivid way. As a result, her groundbreaking work provides scholars and learned 
readers alike with an accessible, trenchant, and authoritative introduction to Yugoslavia's complex 
history.

Balkan Encounters

The war in Georgia. Tensions with Ukraine and other nearby countries. Moscow's bid to consolidate 
its "zone of privileged interests" among the Commonwealth of Independent States. These volatile 
situations all raise questions about the nature of and prospects for Russia's relations with its neighbors. 
In this book, Carnegie scholar Dmitri Trenin argues that Moscow needs to drop the notion of creating 
an exclusive power center out of the post-Soviet space. Like other former European empires, Russia 
will need to reinvent itself as a global player and as part of a wider community. Trenin's vision of Russia 
is an open Euro-Pacific country that is savvy in its use of soft power and fully reconciled with its former 
borderlands and dependents. He acknowledges that this scenario may sound too optimistic but warns 
that the alternative is not a new version of the historic empire but instead is the ultimate marginalization 
of Russia.

Eastern Europe

The volume documents the development of economics, political science and sociology in Central and 
Eastern Europe EU accession countries from 1989 to 2001, with a special emphasis on research. 
Additionally, the recent situation of anthropology, demography, and legal studies is reviewed, though not 
in the same detail as the three disciplines mentioned first. The book is dedicated to the enhancement 
of worldwide information and communication on Central and Eastern European social sciences, the 



improvement of options for cooperation in comparative research involving CEE countries, and the 
spread of information on and access to capable CEE social science research institutions. A CD-ROM 
enclosed in the handbook presents an overview on Central and Eastern European institutions in the 
respective countries relevant for economics, political sciences, and sociology (about 700 institutions).

East Central European Society and the Balkan Wars

Armed conflict on the territory of the former Yugoslavia between 1991 and 2001 claimed over 200,000 
lives, gave rise to atrocities unseen in Europe since the Second World War, and left behind a terrible 
legacy of physical ruin and psychological devastation. Unfolding against the background of the end 
of cold war bipolarity, the new Balkan wars sounded a discordant counterpoint to efforts to construct 
a more harmonious European order, were a major embarrassment for the international institutions 
deemed responsible for conflict management, and became a preoccupation for the powers concerned 
with restoring regional stability. After more than a decade of intermittent hostilities the conflict has been 
contained, but only as a result of significant external interventions and the establishment of a series 
of de facto international protectorates, patrolled by UN, NATO, and EU sponsored peacekeepers with 
open-ended mandates.

Transfers of Political Ideologies and Institutions

This latest volume of MoMA's Primary Documents reflects on the effects that communism's disintegra-
tion across Central and Eastern Europe--including the Soviet Union's fifteen republics--had on the art 
practices, criticism, and cultural production of the following decades.

South-Eastern Europe Today: Problems and Perspectives

Childhood in South East Europe
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