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Explore the depths of "When We Dead Awaken," Henrik Ibsen's poignant and intensely symbolic final 
play. This profound drama delves into themes of regret, unfulfilled artistic potential, and the complex 
journey of self-discovery, questioning what truly awakens us from a metaphorical death.
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When we Dead Awaken

Reproduction of the original: When we Dead Awaken by Henrik Ibsen

When We Dead Awaken

"He wrote When We Dead Awaken," says Dr. Elias, "with such labour and such passionate agitation, 
so spasmodically and so feverishly, that those around him were almost alarmed. He must get on with 
it, he must get on! He seemed to hear the beating of dark pinions over his head. He seemed to feel the 
grim Visitant, who had accompanied Alfred Allmers on the mountain paths, already standing behind 
him with uplifted hand. His relatives are firmly convinced that he knew quite clearly that this would be 
his last play, that he was to write no more. And soon the blow fell."

Ibsen's Dead Awaken

Small-cast version of Ibsen's classic symbolist drama [suitable for a cast of four or five.]

When We Dead Awaken

Professor Arnold Rubek, a noted sculptor, and his young wife Maia return to their home on the coast 
of Norway after four years abroad. At the baths and the hotel they admit to being bored, and to break 
the summer tedium they plan to sail northward around the coast. Rubek becomes world-renowned 
with the fashioning of his masterpiece, "The Resurrection Day," and success brings him worldly riches. 
Other visitors at the baths are a sportsman named Ulfheim, called the bear-killer, and a strange pale 
woman, Madame von Satow, who, with a companion dressed in black, takes the nearby pavilion for 
the summer. As Rubek and Ulfheim converse, the dark Sister passes from the pavilion to the hotel, 
and Ulfheim says her passing is a portent of death. Maia accepts his invitation to see his sledge dogs 
fed, but Rubek remains seated on the lawn. The lady in white emerges from the pavilion. Rubek feels 
strangely drawn to her. Years before, he wanted to create a sculpture that would represent Woman 
awakening from the dead on the Resurrection Day after the sleep of death. After he found Irene, he 
saw in her the perfect model for his composition, and she became his great inspiration.
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When We Dead Awaken Illustrated

When We Dead Awaken was the last piece of Henrik Ibsen and his most professional work, the problem 
which had obsessed him all his career is an examination: the fight between art and life. Arnold Rubek, 
a well-known sculptor, is in a resort on holiday. His love he had refused years ago because of his plan 
to devote his life to his art met Irene von Satow, who was former models of his.

When We Dead Awaken

Henrik Ibsen (20th March, 1828 - 23rd May, 1906) is often referred to as the father of realism and 
ranked just below Shakespeare as Europe's greatest ever playwright especially as his plays are 
performed most frequently throughout the world after Shakespeare's. He was Norwegian and although 
set his plays in Norway, he wrote them in Danish and lived most of his professional life in Italy and 
Germany. His affect on the theatre is still evident today and shapes the distinction of plays being art as 
opposed to entertainment since he broke down all previous traditions and explored issues, developed 
characterisation, revealed uncomfortable truths, challenged assumptions and brokedown facades in 
ourselves as well as society. These factors are clearly demonstrated in When We Dead Awaken which 
centres around celebrated sculptor Arnold Rubek whose fame rests with his great work "The Day of the 
Resurrection" which he sculpted when he was younger. The model for this piece had been Irene and 
although he had feelings for her, he moved on and married Maia. He feels his creativity has dwindled 
and Irene might be able to unleash this again. Irene appears mysteriously and perceives her modelling 
for his work as the epitome of her life and therefore is now dead to any other experiences and has 
lost any respect for the sanctity of life. Ibsen's exploration of artistic intensity and integrity through this 
powerful relationship with its pervading images of stone demonstrates a passion for life that is unable 
to be realised and gives the play an ironic conclusion that is a must read.

When We Dead Awaken; In Three Acts

We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of 
the books in our collection have been out of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible 
to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir 
of literature, and our view is that this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back 
into print after many decades in its original form. The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic 
Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has 
been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide 
the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of the original work. We hope that you 
will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it becomes an enriching experience.

Henrik Ibsen - When We Dead Awaken

When We Dead Awaken by William Archer Excerpt INTRODUCTION. From Pillars of Society to John 
Gabriel Borkman, Ibsen's plays had followed each other at regular intervals of two years, save when 
his indignation over the abuse heaped upon Ghosts reduced to a single year the interval between that 
play and An Enemy of the People. John Gabriel Borkman having appeared in 1896, its successor was 
expected in 1898; but Christmas came and brought no rumour of a new play. In a man now over seventy, 
this breach of a long-established habit seemed ominous. We are delighted to publish this classic book 
as part of our extensive Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out 
of print for decades, and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our 
publishing program is to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that 
this is a significant literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. 
The contents of the vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original 
works. To ensure a high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our 
philosophy has been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible 
to ownership of the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for 
you it becomes an enriching experience.

When We Dead Awaken

"Meyer's translations of Ibsen are a major fact in one's general sense of post-war drama. Their vital 
pace, their unforced insistence on the poetic centre of Ibsen's genius, have beaten academic versions 
from the field" (George Steiner) The plays shine freshly from the pages ...This will be our definitive 



Ibsen." (JC Trewin) This volume contains Ibsen's first great modern prose play and his two last 
symbolic dramas. The Pillars of Society, written between 1875 and 1877, exhibits many of the classic 
elements which recur in the subsequent plays - a marriage founded on a lie, women stunted by social 
conventions, an arrogant man destroying the happiness of those around him. John Gabriel Borkman 
(1896), according to Edvard Munch, is "the most powerful winter landscape in Scandinavian art"; and 
Ibsen's last play, When We Dead Awaken (1899), also dealing with "the coldness of heart\

When We Dead Awaken

According to one of Ibsen´s contemporaries, When We Dead Awaken was written "with such labour 
and such passionate agitation, so spasmodically and so feverishly, that those around him were almost 
alarmed ... He seemed to hear the beating of dark pinions over his head." If the great dramatist did 
indeed have a premonition of his impending death, this play, subtitled "a dramatic epilogue," may be 
regarded as a sort of last confession, Ibsen's final communication to the world at large. A harbinger 
of the symbolist movement in Europe, When We Dead Awaken is an unforgiving account of the last 
days of a world-renowned artist, not unlike Henrik Ibsen himself. Rubek, an aging sculptor, has lost 
all interest in the world around him. In spite of his wealth, his fame, and the attentions of his beautiful, 
young wife, he can find no joy in his existence. He has lost interest even in his work, sculpting nothing 
but occasional portrait busts for wealthy aristocrats whom he despises. He is stagnating, like the murky, 
shallow waters he travels with his wife, trapped in a spiritual vacuum, when suddenly he is jolted out 
of his stupor by an unexpected reunion with Irene, a model who once posed for him and whom he 
idolized. She is now half-mad or appears to be so and literally believes herself to be a walking corpse, 
a dead woman who roams the earth, who has returned from "the great dead waste." In spite of her 
delusions, however, and in spite of his marriage, Rubek attempts to rekindle the relationship. Irene 
is less than receptive. She has come to despise Rubek in the years since they last met. "You did 
me a great injustice," she says bitterly. "A passionate young woman full of life and natural desires I 
stood before you in complete and utter nakedness sacrificed myself for your art and you you !" Rubek 
protests that he never did her any wrong, but Irene continues, years of pent-up anger boiling to the 
surface, "You did wrong to my innermost, most inborn nature! I served you with all the pulsing blood of 
my youth! Fell down at your feet and served you! Exposed myself to you unreservedly! My body! My 
heart! And not once not once did you touch me! Not once did you give any part of yourself to me!" But 
Rubek is accustomed to getting what he wants and, believing that Irene will fill the black void that is 
consuming him, he woos her mercilessly. After leaving his young wife to fend for herself, he confesses 
to Irene that "When you left ... when you disappeared ... I cannot express to you ... I was filled with such 
regret. I became painfully aware of all that I had left unsaid ... all the moments I had allowed to pass 
... without ... without grasping them ... without ... I had come to think of you as something sacred, you 
see ... something holy ... a gift from God ... a creature of innocence not to be touched save in adoring 
thoughts. A superstition took hold of me that if I touched you ... if I desired you with my senses ... my 
soul would be desecrated, and I would not be able to finish my work. I was a fool! An idealistic young 
fool! I should have taken you in my arms right then and there on the floor of my studio, I should have 
taken you! With the clay still on my fingers! It would only have added to the beauty of the child to the 
depth and complexity of her meaning of her mystery." Rubek begs for the chance to correct what he 
sees as his greatest mistake. He believes that, together, he and Irene can make each other whole. He 
will cure her of her delusions of death, and she will restore in him the joy of life. Irene eventually agrees 
to allow Rubek a few moments of real happiness. She will spend one final night with him but there is 
a terrible price to be paid. When We Dead Awaken contains many flashes of Ibsen's brilliance yet it is 
generally considered the product of a failing mind. This is no

When We Dead Awaken, Rosmersholm

Ibsen's last work concludes the series of autobiographical dramas begun with The Master Builder which 
deal with the aging rebel, despairing of life and racked with guilt, who experiences an ambiguous victory 
at the moment of death. Plays for Performance Series.

When We Dead Awaken

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 



and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Oxford Ibsen: Little Eyolf. John Gabriel Borkman. When the dead awaken

From Pillars of Society to John Gabriel Borkman, Ibsen's plays had followed each other at regular 
intervals of two years, save when his indignation over the abuse heaped upon Ghosts reduced to a 
single year the interval between that play and An Enemy of the People. John Gabriel Borkman having 
appeared in 1896, its successor was expected in 1898; but Christmas came and brought no rumour of 
a new play. In a man now over seventy, this breach of a long-established habit seemed ominous. The 
new National Theatre in Christiania was opened in September of the following year; and when I then 
met Ibsen (for the last time) he told me that he was actually at work on a new play, which he thought 
of calling a "Dramatic Epilogue." "He wrote When We Dead Awaken," says Dr. Elias, "with such labour 
and such passionate agitation, so spasmodically and so feverishly, that those around him were almost 
alarmed. He must get on with it, he must get on! He seemed to hear the beating of dark pinions over 
his head. He seemed to feel the grim Visitant, who had accompanied Alfred Allmers on the mountain 
paths, already standing behind him with uplifted hand. His relatives are firmly convinced that he knew 
quite clearly that this would be his last play, that he was to write no more. And soon the blow fell." When 
We Dead Awaken was published very shortly before Christmas 1899. He had still a year of comparative 
health before him. We find him in March 1900, writing to Count Prozor: "I cannot say yet whether or not 
I shall write another drama; but if I continue to retain the vigour of body and mind which I at present 
enjoy, I do not imagine that I shall be able to keep permanently away from the old battlefields. However, 
if I were to make my appearance again, it would be with new weapons and in new armour." Was he 
hinting at the desire, which he had long ago confessed to Professor Herford, that his last work should 
be a drama in verse? Whatever his dream, it was not to be realised. His last letter (defending his attitude 
of philosophic impartiality with regard to the South African war) is dated December 9, 1900. With the 
dawn of the new century, the curtain descended upon the mind of the great dramatic poet of the age 
which had passed away.

Ibsen Plays: 4

* This Kindle edition binds together three Ibsen classics: Hedda Gabler, The Master Builder and When 
We Dead AwakenHedda Gabler - Newlyweds Hedda and Jýrgen return from a six-month honeymoon 
with aristocratic Hedda apparently pregnant and indifferent about her marriage. There is no excuse 
for her rudeness when Jýrgen's Aunt arrives for a visit. Soon afterward, gossip and trouble arrive, far 
more than the newlyweds could have ever foreseen. The Master Builder - Master builder and architect 
Halvard Solness is married to Aline, a woman of a high social standing but he has built himself up to 
be a man of power within his town. Aline is mourning the loss of her newborn twins and fears for her 
husband's mental health, however. Meanwhile, Halvard Solness has built a new home for them, with 
a high tower, and a woman from his past dares him to climb to the top.When We Dead Awaken - At 
a spa, sculptor Arnold Rubek and his wife Maia drink champagne and hint at their unhappiness with 
their lives when a mysterious woman in white walks by followed by a nun. Arnold recognises her as 
his former model, Irena, who refers to herself as being 'dead'. She believes Arnold captured her soul 
to put it into his sculpture called 'Resurrection'. Both soon realise the masterpiece has radically altered 
their lives and they'll never be the same again.

When We Dead Awaken

Pillars of Society, Ibsen’s first major prose play (1877), explores the boundless ambition fostered 
during the industrial revolution and exposes the smug self-righteousness and hypocrisy of the Victorian 
middle class. Karsten Bernick, a successful, shrewd and calculating shipbuilder, has made himself the 
benevolent benefactor of his community, while ruthlessly taking advantage of the cheap labor available 
in this small seacoast town. In order to maintain his credibility and develop the railroad he claims will 
be only for the public good, he needs to resort to further lies and even blackmail. Rosmersholm is a 
penetrating tale of guilt and desire, of politics and personal morality as two women fight to the death 



for the soul of John Rosmer, the spiritually, intellectually and emotionally bankrupt last of the line in 
the house of Rosmersholm. In what is also a ghost story, the house itself becomes a major character, 
a place where white horses announce impending death. With its depth of psychological analysis, the 
play seems ahead of its time — Ibsen explored the realm of modern psychiatry years before Freud’s 
major works. Little Eyolf fuses naturalistic style with supernatural elements. The dramatic death of their 
only child Eyolf triggers devastating confrontations of guilt and recrimination between Alfred Allmers, a 
self-absorbed man filled with grandiose ideas about his mission in life, and his wife, whose wealth has 
brought him security in a marriage of convenience. When We Dead Awaken, Ibsen’s last work (1899), 
completes the twelve major prose plays that assured his reputation as the father of modern drama. It 
is the final reckoning of the price an artist and those close to him pay for the artist’s dedication and 
devotion to his art. Rubek, a successful sculptor at the end of his career, desperately tries to rationalize 
his life and his work to his former model and muse.

When We Dead Awaken

This volume contains Isben's first great modern prose play and his two last symbolic dramas.

When We Dead Awaken - Scholar's Choice Edition

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, 
that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the 
public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this work has been proofread and republished using 
a format that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. 
We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of 
keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

When We Dead Awaken (Masterpiece Collection) a Play (Large Print)

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Little Eyolf

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Lille Eyolf. John Gabriel Borkman. When we dead awaken

'Attempting no less a task than to demonstrate that Ibsen planned his last twelve plays, beginning 
with Pillars of Society, as a cycle paralleling exactly Hegel's account of the evolution of the human 
consciousness, The Phenomenology of Mind, Johnston offers a fresh look at the Norwegian master. 
Although there is little specific biographical data in support of the author's thesis, he argues compellingly 
for it in his analysis of the texts themselves. After discussing Hegel's dramatic method of exposition and 
Ibsen's philosophy, Johnston examines each of the twelve plays in considerable detail. Provocative 



and sophisticated in its approach, this volume should be widely available to scholars and advanced 
students of modern drama. ---Library Journal

Ibsen's Hedda Gabler

Together in this volume are two plays by the Scandinavian geniuses of modern drama, which focus on 
a single theme–the reality of death. Translated and edited by Thaddeus L. Torp, this edition contains 
both August Strindberg's Ghost Sonata and Henrik Ibsen's When We Dead Awaken for performance 
and study and includes an introduction, a chronology of principal works and important events in the 
authors' lives, and a bibliography.

The Collected Works of Henrik Ibsen: Little Eyolf. John Gabriel Borkman. When we dead awaken

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Works of Henrik Ibsen: Little Eyolf ; John Gabriel Borkman ; When we dead awaken

Mythic Patterns in Ibsen's Last Plays was first published in 1970. Minnesota Archive Editions uses 
digital technology to make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered 
from the original University of Minnesota Press editions. Until recently critics have tended to regard 
Ibsen principally as a social dramatist, one who was concerned primarily with the political, social, and 
moral questions of his time. Radical though he was in the Victorian era, his ideas, with the passage 
o time, ceased to be avant garde,and for this reason many critics have dismissed him as outdated. 
Professor Holtan examines a major portion of Ibsen's work, his last eight plays, in a new perspective, 
however, and finds much that is of lasting significance and interest. Ibsen's initial impact came with the 
publication in 1879 of A Doll's House,the play which seemingly advocates a woman's right to leave her 
husband and children. His reputation as a social dramatist was only furthered by the appearance of his 
next two plays, Ghosts and An Enemy of the People. But Professor Holtan's study of the plays which 
came after these identifies in the later plays values which transcend the social problems of their time, 
penetrating questions of the human spirit itself. The eight last plays which Professor Holtan examines 
in this study are The Wild Duck, Rosmersholm, The Lady from the Sea, Hedda Gabler, The Master 
Builder, Little Eyolf, John Gabriel Borkman, and When We Dead Awaken. In these plays he identifies 
a mythic pattern and unity based in elements of symbolism and mysticism which have puzzled or 
annoyed readers and critics for years. In his mythic vision Ibsen's lasting contribution far exceeds that 
of his invention of the social-problem drama, Professor Holtan concludes.

Pillars of Society, Rosmersholm, Little Eyolf, When We Dead Awaken

Mike Poulton's version of Ibsen's When We Dead Awaken offers an explicit, merciless portrait of Ibsen 
as an aging artist.

Ibsen Plays: 4

This book, first published in 1950, could best be described as a combination of literary, psychological 
and social criticism. Considerable space is allotted to the personal inner drama of Ibsen, which provides 
not only a clue to his art but shows how most of his themes inevitably grew out of the other. The author 
also explores some of those factors which make Ibsen of interest to the generation that were facing the 
social and spiritual havoc of the post-war period. This book will be of interest to students of literature 
and theatre.

The Collected Works of Henrik Ibsen



This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

The Collected Works of Henrik Ibsen

The Collected Works of Henrik Ibsen
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