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What Is Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics? Reading the New Testament

"Liew is one of the most articulate, creative and sophisticated biblical scholars in North America. 
What Is Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics? has not caused me to question that judgment. A set 
of provocative questions, arguments, issues, and problems, the book opens a window onto what it 
means for human beings to try to negotiate a rather complex contemporary world, with evidence of 
increasingly blurred but also thick ideological and social-cultural boundaries and overlapping but also 
recognizable and isolable identity formations. That Liew does this by using and bringing together the 
category "Asian American" and the phenomenon of the reading of "the Bible" as sharp analytical wedge 
is all the more fascinating. This impressive book represents the collapse of the center and a major 
shift in orientation to the peripheries. It is a major achievement and a major challenge." —Vincent L. 
Wimbush, Claremont Graduate University "A groundbreaking achievement! Dr. Liew uses his amazing 
breadth of scholarship to challenge Eurocentrism in biblical studies and secularism in Asian American 
studies at once. Like Gender Trouble, The Future of an Illusion, and other original work, this book will 
become a classic in Asian American biblical hermeneutics, setting the terms of debate for years to 
come. After Liew, reading the New Testament will never be the same again."—Kwok Pui-lan, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts This is the first single-authored book on Asian American 
biblical interpretation. It covers all of the major genres within the New Testament and broadens biblical 
hermeneutics to cover not only the biblical texts, but also Asian American literature and current films 
and events like genome research and September 11. Despite its range, the book is organized around 
three foci: methodology (the distinguishing characteristics or sensibilities of Asian American biblical 
hermeneutics), community (the politics of inclusion and exclusion), and agency. The work intentionally 
affirms Asian America as a panethnic coalition while acknowledging the differences within it. In other 
words, it attempts to balance Asian American panethnicity and heterogeneity, or coalition building and 
identity politics.
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"Liew is one of the most articulate, creative and sophisticated biblical scholars in North America. 
What Is Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics? has not caused me to question that judgment. A set 
of provocative questions, arguments, issues, and problems, the book opens a window onto what it 
means for human beings to try to negotiate a rather complex contemporary world, with evidence of 
increasingly blurred but also thick ideological and social-cultural boundaries and overlapping but also 
recognizable and isolable identity formations. That Liew does this by using and bringing together the 
category "Asian American" and the phenomenon of the reading of "the Bible" as sharp analytical wedge 
is all the more fascinating. This impressive book represents the collapse of the center and a major 
shift in orientation to the peripheries. It is a major achievement and a major challenge." —Vincent L. 
Wimbush, Claremont Graduate University "A groundbreaking achievement! Dr. Liew uses his amazing 
breadth of scholarship to challenge Eurocentrism in biblical studies and secularism in Asian American 
studies at once. Like Gender Trouble, The Future of an Illusion, and other original work, this book will 
become a classic in Asian American biblical hermeneutics, setting the terms of debate for years to 
come. After Liew, reading the New Testament will never be the same again."—Kwok Pui-lan, Episcopal 
Divinity School, Cambridge, Massachusetts This is the first single-authored book on Asian American 
biblical interpretation. It covers all of the major genres within the New Testament and broadens biblical 
hermeneutics to cover not only the biblical texts, but also Asian American literature and current films 
and events like genome research and September 11. Despite its range, the book is organized around 
three foci: methodology (the distinguishing characteristics or sensibilities of Asian American biblical 
hermeneutics), community (the politics of inclusion and exclusion), and agency. The work intentionally 
affirms Asian America as a panethnic coalition while acknowledging the differences within it. In other 
words, it attempts to balance Asian American panethnicity and heterogeneity, or coalition building and 
identity politics.

Dictionary of Paul and His Letters

The Dictionary of Paul and His Letters is a one-of-a-kind reference work. No other resource presents 
as much information focused exclusively on Pauline theology, literature, background, and scholarship. 
This second edition is a thoroughly revised and updated version of the acclaimed 1993 publication. 
Since that groundbreaking volume was published, developments in Pauline studies have continued at 
a rapid pace, with diverse new scholars entering the conversation, new ideas and methods gaining 
attention, and fresh expressions of old topics shaping the present discussion. Those who enjoyed and 
benefited from the wealth in the first edition will find this new edition an equally indispensable and 
freshly up-to-date companion to study and research. Classic topics such as Christology, justification, 
hermeneutics, and book studies of individual epistles receive careful treatment by specialists in the 
field. Topics new to this edition—including Paul and politics, patronage, and interpretations from various 
historical and cultural perspectives—expand the volume's breadth and usefulness. Over 95% of the 
articles have been written specifically for this edition. This work bridges the gap between scholars and 
pastors, teachers and students, and all interested readers who want a thorough treatment of key topics 
in a summary format. In curating and compiling these articles, the editors have sought to make them 
comprehensive, accessible, and useful for those pursuing further research on particular subjects. Each 
article's bibliography, in addition, will serve a new generation of readers for years to come. The updated 
Dictionary of Paul and His Letters takes its place alongside the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, 
2nd ed., and the other volumes in the IVP Bible Dictionary Series as a unique presentation of the fruit 
of biblical studies—committed to Scripture, using the best of critical methods, and maintaining dialogue 
with both contemporary scholarship and the challenges facing the church. The reference volumes in 
the series provide in-depth treatment of biblical and theological topics in an accessible encyclopedia 
format, including cross-sectional themes, methods of interpretation, significant historical or cultural 
background, and each Old and New Testament book as a whole.

Present and Future of Biblical Studies

To celebrate the 25th anniversary of the journal Biblical Interpretation, a diverse group of innovative 
scholars come together in this collection of essays to examine and evaluate the present and future of 
biblical studies as an academic discipline.

The Oxford Handbook of Pauline Studies

This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing online in advance of 
print publication. At this time, we cannot add information about unpublished articles in this handbook, 



however the table of contents will continue to grow as additional articles pass through the review 
process and are added to the site. Please note that the online publication date for this handbook is 
the date that the first article in the title was published online.

The Colonized Apostle

Preaching the Manifold Grace of God is a two-volume work describing theologies of preaching 
from the historical and contemporary periods. Volume 1 focuses on historical theological families: 
Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Reformed, Anabaptist, Anglican/Episcopal, Wesleyan, Baptist, 
African American, Stone-Campbell, Friends, and Pentecostal. Volume 2 focuses on families that are 
evangelical, liberal, neo-orthodox, postliberal, existential, radical orthodox, deconstructionist, Black 
liberation, womanist, Latinx liberation, Mujerista, Asian American, Asian American feminist, LGBTQAI, 
Indigenous, postcolonial, and process. In each case, the author describes the circumstances in which 
the theological family emerged, describes the purposes and characteristics of preaching from that 
perspective, and assesses the strengths and limitations of the approach.

Preaching the Manifold Grace of God, Volume 2

The rise of China as a superpower and of Chinese Christians as vital members of the global church 
mean that world Christianity would be a dynamic transformation and bountiful blessing to the world by 
engaging with Chinese biblical interpretations among global theologies. This book, a twentieth-anniver-
sary revised and expanded edition, includes studies that range from exploration of the philosophical 
structure of Eastern culture to present-day sociopolitical realities in Malaysia and China—all in support 
of cross-cultural methods of reading the Bible culturally and reading the cultures biblically.

What Has Jerusalem to Do with Beijing?

Cultural and ethnic diversity is the reality of our world, and much more so in this age of heightened 
globalization. Yet, do our ways of doing theological education match with our current reality and 
hopes for a colorful and just tomorrow? How shall we do theological formation so it helps give birth 
to a culturally diverse, racially just, and hospitable world? This edited volume gathers the voices of 
minoritized scholars and their white allies in the profession in response to the above questions. More 
particularly, this volume gathers the responses of these scholars to the questions: What is the plight 
of theological education? Who are the teachers? Who are our students? What shall we teach? How 
shall we teach? How shall we form and lead theological institutions? It is the hope of this volume to 
contribute to the making of theological education that is hospitably just to difference/s and welcoming 
of our diverse population, which is our only viable future. When we embody this vision in our daily 
educational practices, particularly in the training of our future religious leaders, we may help usher in 
a new, colorful, and just world.

Teaching for a Culturally Diverse and Racially Just World

A resource ideal for students as well as general readers, this two-volume encyclopedia examines 
the diversity of the Asian American and Pacific Islander spiritual experience. Despite constituting 
a fairly small proportion of the U.S. population—roughly 5 percent—Asian Americans are a widely 
diverse group with equally heterogeneous religious beliefs and traditions. This encyclopedia provides 
a single source for authoritative information on the Asian American and Pacific Islander religious 
experience, addressing South Asian Americans, such as Indian Americans and Pakistani Americans; 
East Asian Americans, including Chinese Americans, Japanese Americans, and Korean Americans; 
and Southeast Asian Americans, whose ethnicities include Filipino Americans, Thai Americans, and 
Vietnamese Americans. Pacific Islanders include Hawaiians, Samoans, Marshallese, Tongan, and 
Chamorro. The coverage includes not only traditional eastern belief systems and traditions such as 
Buddhism, Confucianism, and Hinduism as well as Micronesian and Polynesian religious traditions in 
the United States, but also the culture and religious rituals of Asian American Christians.

Asian American Religious Cultures [2 volumes]

Parish Clergy Award It's an exciting time to be reading the Bible. As we increasingly encounter readers 
with perspectives, experiences, and cultures different from our own, we can incorporate new ideas 
and approaches to interpreting Scripture. When diverse interpretations from various social locations 
are gathered together, we gain new vistas and a fuller image of the text. In Reading the Bible Around 



the World, a crosscultural team of scholars describes and workshops global readings in biblical 
interpretation, focusing on passages in both the Old and New Testaments. By presenting a range of 
readings from different regions and people groups, with particular attention to marginalized groups, 
the authors demonstrate the importance of contextually sensitive approaches. They help us build up 
key values for reading Scripture in the twenty-first century: self-awareness, other-awareness, and true 
dialogue. Who we are shapes how we read. Guided by these expert teachers, readers will gain a deeper 
understanding of the influence of their own social location and how to keep growing in biblical wisdom 
by reading alongside the global Christian community.

Reading the Bible Around the World

The first reference resource on how Asian Americans are currently reading and interpreting the Bible, 
this volume also serves a valuable role in both developing and disseminating what can be termed as 
Asian American biblical hermeneutics. The volume works from the important background that Asian 
Americans are the fastest growing ethnic/racial minority population in the USA, and that 42% of this 
group identifies as Christian. This provides a useful starting point from which to examine what may 
be distinctive about Asian American approaches to the Bible. Part 1 of the Handbook describes six 
major ethic groups that make up 85% of Asian population (by country of origin: China, Philippines, 
Indian Subcontinent, Vietnam, Korea, Japan) and outlines the specific concerns each group has 
when its members read the Bible. Part 2 of the Handbook examines major critical methods in biblical 
interpretation and suggests adjustments that may be helpful for Asian Americans to make when they 
are interpreting the Bible. Finally, Part 3 provides 25 interpretations by Asian American biblical scholars 
on specific texts in the Bible, using what they consider to be Asian American hermeneutics. Taken 
together the Handbook interprets the Bible both with and for the Asian American communities.

T&T Clark Handbook of Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics

Tribal biblical interpretation is a developing area of study that is concerned with reading the Bible 
through the eyes of tribal people. While many studies of reading the Bible from the reader's social, 
cultural and historical location have been made in various parts of the world, no thorough study 
that offers a coherent and substantive methodology for tribal biblical interpretation has been made. 
This book is the first comprehensive work that offers a description of tribal biblical interpretation and 
shows its application by making a lucid reading of Matthew's infancy narrative from a tribal reader's 
perspective. Using reader-response criticism as his primary method, Zhodi Angami brings his tribal 
context of North East India into conversation with Matthew's account of the birth of Jesus. Since tribal 
people of North East India see themselves as living under colonial rule, a tribal reader sees Matthew's 
text as a narrative that actively resists and subverts imperial rule. Likewise, the tribal experience of living 
at the margins inspires a tribal reader to look at the narrative from the underside, from the perspective 
of those who are sidelined, ignored, belittled or forgotten. Tribal biblical interpretation presented here 
follows a process of conversation between tribal worldview and Matthew's narrative. Such a method 
animates the text for the tribal reader and makes the biblical narrative not only more intelligible to the 
tribal reader but allows the text to speak directly to the tribal context.

Tribals, Empire and God

The Biblical World is a comprehensive guide to the contents, historical settings, and social context of 
the Bible. This new edition is updated with several new chapters as well as a new section on biblical 
interpretation. Contributions from leading scholars in the field present wide-ranging views not just of 
biblical materials and their literary and linguistic context, but also of the social institutions, history and 
archaeology, and religious concepts. New chapters cover topics such as the priesthood and festivals, 
creation and covenant, ethics, and family life, while a new section on biblical interpretation discusses 
Jewish and Christian bible translation and key thematic emphases, and modern reader-response and 
cultural approaches. This revised edition of The Biblical World offers an up-to-date and thorough survey 
of the Bible and its world, and will continue to be an invaluable resource for students and scholars of 
the Hebrew Bible and New Testament and their history and interpretation, as well as anyone working 
on the societies, religions, and political and cultural institutions that created and influenced these texts.

The Biblical World

Engage an interdisciplinary approach In Toward a Latino/a Biblical Interpretation Francisco Lozada 
Jr. explores the complex and diverse issues related to Latino/a biblical interpretation. After laying the 



theoretical foundation, he offers three sample readings of biblical texts to lead readers through the 
intricacy of interpretation that has historically and culturally surrounded understanding what it means 
to do Latino/a biblical interpretation. Throughout, Lozada attempts to work out various strategies that 
Latinos/as have employed to read biblical texts. He argues that Latino/a biblical interpretation is con-
cerned with identity and belongingness with a goal of transforming/liberating the Latino/a community. 
Features An introduction to what it means to do Latino/a biblical interpretation A demonstration of three 
different reading strategies (correlation, dialogical, and ideological) that Latinos/as employ in reading 
biblical texts An exploration of whether one has to be Latino/a to do Latino/a biblical interpretation

Toward a Latino/a Biblical Interpretation

This book is grounded in a theorization of the author's personal story including growing up as a female 
adoptee of a single parent in a patriarchal context, and current material context as an immigrant in New 
Zealand.

A Postcolonial Woman’s Encounter with Moses and Miriam

Asian Americans are the fastest growing racial/ethnic population in the United States. Especially since 
the 1990s, readings by Asian American biblical scholars have been increasing to meet the particular 
theological and pastoral concerns of their Christian racial/ethnic seminarians, clergy, and churches. 
Gale A. Yee is one of their major interpreters, becoming the first Asian American and first woman of 
color president of the oldest professional guild devoted to the critical study of the Bible, the Society of 
Biblical Literature. This book is an anthology of her major, ground-breaking essays on Asian American 
theorizing and analysis of the biblical text. It is a retrospective of her growth of over almost three 
decades in wrestling with questions like “What is Asian American biblical hermeneutics and how does 
one undertake it?”

Towards an Asian American Biblical Hermeneutics

Rees argues that the doctrinal narrative of creation, fall, and redemption provides resources to resolve 
the theological impasse of difference in contemporary feminist theology. The divine economy reveals 
a God who enters into history and destabilizes fixed binaries and oppressive categories. As created 
subjects, we are sustained, affirmed, and drawn back into the Triune life, patterns present in liturgy, 
prayer, and practices of contemplation. The grammar of Christian faith cannot ultimately be uncovered 
except in prayer, opened beyond itself to a source of life and giving.

Christian Doctrine and the Grammar of Difference

Chin Woon Ping’s Hakka Soul chronicles the dreams, ambitions, and idiosyncrasies of her family, 
beginning with the death of her grandmother in pre-Independence Malaya. It was a tumultuous period 
when the occupying Japanese army had just been defeated, the British colonial government was losing 
its grip on the country, and a communist guerilla insurgency had broken out in the jungles of the Malay 
Peninsula. Her stories follow the family’s move to the United States and a journey to China to visit her 
father’s ancestral home. The family’s migrations are part of the global diaspora of the Hakkas, known 
in China as the Guest People. Chin’s poetically and amusingly rendered accounts of Hakka history, 
language, and mythology, derived from research and oral history, are a moving tribute to the endurance 
of her people and their culture, and a paean to the incomparable Hakka cuisine.

Hakka Soul

The story of Catholicism and Protestantism in China, Japan, and Korea has been told in great detail. 
The existing literature is especially rich in documenting church and missionary activities as well as 
how varied regions and cultures have translated Christian ideas and practices. Less evident, however, 
are studies that contextualize Christianity within the larger economic, political, social, and cultural 
developments in each of the three countries and its diasporas. The contributors to Encountering 
Modernity address such concerns and collectively provide insights into Christianity’s role in the 
development of East Asia and as it took shape among East Asians in the United States. The work 
brings together studies of Christianity in China, Taiwan, Korea, and Japan and its diasporas to expand 
the field through new angles of vision and interpretation. Its mode of analysis not only results in a 
deeper understanding of Christianity, but also produces more informed and nuanced histories of East 
Asian countries that take seriously the structures and sensibilities of religion—broadly understood and 



within a national and transnational context. It critically investigates how Protestant Christianity was 
negotiated and interpreted by individuals in Korea, China (with a brief look at Taiwan), and Japan 
starting in the nineteenth century as all three countries became incorporated into the global economy 
and the international nation-state system anchored by the West. People in East Asia from various 
walks of life studied and, in some cases, embraced principles of Christianity as a way to frame and 
make meaningful the economic, political, and social changes they experienced because of modernity. 
Encountering Modernity makes a significant contribution by moving beyond issues of missiology and 
church history to ask how Christianity represented an encounter with modernity that set into motion 
tremendous changes throughout East Asia and in transnational diasporic communities in the United 
States.

Encountering Modernity

Jin Young Choi rereads discipleship in the Gospel of Mark from a postcolonial feminist perspective, 
developing an Asian and Asian American hermeneutics of phronesis. Colonized subjects perceive 
Jesus' body as phantasmic. Discipleship means embodying the mystery of this body while engaging 
with invisible, placeless and voiceless others.

Postcolonial Discipleship of Embodiment

In this issue of the journal Semeia, readers will find essays less concerned with what the Bible 
says about Asian American lives than by how Asian Americans read biblical texts. Pulling together 
Asian American historians, rhetoricians, sociologists, biblical scholars, and theologians, the collection 
questions assumed understandings and challenges accepted practices of established disciplines in 
ways that are both transgressive and transformative. Essays in the first section deal with the Bible’s 
role in constructing Asian American identity. The second section delves into how the Bible is read 
and interpreted in Asian American literature and churches. The third section includes a response. 
Contributors include Antony W. Alumkal, Rachel A. R. Bundang, Patrick S. Cheng, Peter Yuichi Clark, 
Eleazar S. Fernandez, Mary F. Foskett, Jane Naomi Iwamura, Russell M. Jeung, Eunjoo Mary Kim, 
Jung Ha Kim, Uriah (Yong-Hwan) Kim, Tat-siong Benny Liew, Leng Leroy Lim, Fumitaka Matsuoka, 
Russell G. Moy, Henry W. Rietz, Roy I. Sano, and Timothy Tseng.

The Bible in Asian America

As a Chinese woman, a feminist theologian, and a biblical scholar, Pui-lan Kwok brings a new 
perspective and voice to the task of hermeneutics. Her multidimensional reading of the Bible draws 
on a tradition much older than that of the West while it simultaneously incorporates the insights of 
contemporary feminist and Third World theologies. Seeing herself as "wanderer" between the worlds 
of East and West, Pui-lan Kwok draws on the work of contemporary biblical scholars, as well as the 
millennia-old commentaries on the Book of Change, the Dao de Jing, and the Bhagavad Gita. Her 
creativity and imagination come into play as she gradually, inseparably links reader, text, and context. 
The first three chapters locate the context from which she approaches the Bible as an Asian woman. 
Pui-lan considers Asian traditions as well as the social biography of Asian peoples and discusses 
the complex issues of using the Bible in feminist theology. Chapters Four and Five approach the 
unique Asian context with its long traditions of orality and exegesis of ancient scriptures. Chapter 
Six analyzes the challenges of Asian critics to western interpretations of scripture and raises sharp 
issues of colonial oppression. Finally, Discovering the Bible in the Non-Biblical World shows how the 
multiple oppressions of women provide a context for rediscovering the Bible's liberating message. 
"Must reading for anyone engaged in biblical studies, cross-cultural education and feminist theology. 
I highly recommend this richly instructive and powerful book."ùElisabeth Schassler Fiorenza Harvard 
Divinity School "An important addition to the fast-growing literature on Asian biblical discourse."ùR.S. 
Sugirtharajah University of Birmingham "A significant contribution to the hermeneutical conversation 
arising from the global context of reading of the Bible."ùSharon H. Hinge Wesley Theological Seminary



Discovering the Bible in the Non-Biblical World

This textbook is an interdisciplinary collection of scholarly and religious articles about Asian American 
Christianity. Its four sections -- contexts, sites, identity, and voices ? offer in-depth understanding of 
both Catholic and Protestant traditions, practices, theologies, and faith communities. It also highlights 
diversity and complexity across lines of gender, generation, denomination, race and ethnicity in Asian 
American Christianity.

Asian American Christianity Reader

Ways of Being, Ways of Reading is a collection of essays that address biblical interpretation and the 
Bible's role from an Asian North point of view. Beginning with the history of biblical interpretation in Asian 
countries and cultures, this impressive collection by noted contemporary scholars, address issues and 
themes such as cultural hermeneutics, the politics of identity, and what constitutes Asian American 
theology. Contributors include: Devadasan N. Premnath, John Yueh-Han Yieh, Samuel Cheon, Philip 
P. Chia, Andrew Yueking Lee, Lai Ling Elizabeth Ngan, Uriah Yong-Hwan Kim, Jean K. Kim, John Ahn, 
Mai-Anh Le Tran, Sze-Kar Wan, Gale A. Yee, Frank M. Yamada, Mary F. Foskett, and Henry W. Morisada 
Rietz

Ways of Being, Ways of Reading

Understanding and assessing the New Testament writings from Asian viewpoints provides a unique 
and original outlook for interpretation of the Christian Scriptures. To that end, An Asian Introduction 
to the New Testament is the first book of its kind to take full account of the multireligious, multiethnic, 
multilingual, multicultural, and pluralistic contexts in which Asian Christians find themselves. Into this 
already complex world, issues of poverty, casteism, class structure, honor and shame aspects, colonial 
realities, discrimination against women, natural calamities and ecological crises, and others add more 
layers of complexity. Perceiving the New Testament in light of these realities enables the reader to 
see them in a fresh way while understanding that the Jesus Movement emerged from similar social 
situations. Readers will find able guides in an impressive array of more than twenty scholars from across 
Asia. Working with volume editor Johnson Thomaskutty, the authors make a clear case: the kernels of 
Christianity sprouted from Asian roots, and we must read the New Testament considering those roots 
in order to understand it afresh today.

Asian American Biblical Interpretation

The rise of China as a superpower and of Chinese Christians as vital members of the global church 
mean that world Christianity would be a dynamic transformation and bountiful blessing to the world by 
engaging with Chinese biblical interpretations among global theologies. This book, a twentieth-anniver-
sary revised and expanded edition, includes studies that range from exploration of the philosophical 
structure of Eastern culture to present-day sociopolitical realities in Malaysia and China--all in support 
of cross-cultural methods of reading the Bible culturally and reading the cultures biblically.

An Asian Introduction to the New Testament

R.S. Sugirtharajah takes up the theory of postcolonialism as a way of looking at biblical interpretative 
practices in the Asian context. Postcolonialism is a discourse of resistance that tries to "write back" and 
work against colonial assumptions and ideologies. Long established in cultural studies, this is the first 
work to apply postcolonial theory to biblical interpretation. Sugirtharajah provides examples of how 
Asian Christians have used both indigenous and western critical methods to liberate the texts, and 
highlights the liberating potential of other sacred texts of Asia to meet the pressing problems of the 
continent.

What Has Jerusalem to Do with Beijing?

Critics from three major racial/ethnic minority communities in the United States—African American, 
Asian American, and Latino/a American—focus on the problematic of race and ethnicity in the Bible 
and in contemporary biblical interpretation. With keen eyes on both ancient text and contemporary 
context, contributors pay close attention to how racial/ethnic dynamics intersect with other differential 
relations of power such as gender, class, sexuality, and colonialism. In groundbreaking interaction, they 
also consider their readings alongside those of other racial/ethnic minority communities. The volume 



includes an introduction pointing out the crucial role of this work within minority criticism by looking at 
its historical trajectory, critical findings, and future directions. The contributors are Cheryl B. Anderson, 
Francisco O. García-Treto, Jean-Pierre Ruiz, Frank M. Yamada, Gale A. Yee, Jae-Won Lee, Gay L. 
Byron, Fernando F. Segovia, Randall C. Bailey, Tat-siong Benny Liew, Demetrius K. Williams, Mayra 
Rivera Rivera, Evelyn L. Parker, and James Kyung-Jin Lee.

Asian Biblical Hermeneutics and Postcolonialism

Experiencing racial marginalization in society and pressures for success in family, Asian American 
Christian young adults must negotiate being socially underpowered, culturally dissonant, and politically 
marginal. To avoid misunderstandings and conflicts within and without their communities, more often 
than not they hide their true thoughts and emotions and hesitate to engage in authentic conversations 
outside their very close-knit circle of friends. In addition, these young adults might not find their church 
or Christian fellowship to be a safe and hospitable place to openly struggle with all of these sorts 
of questions, all the while lacking adequate vocabulary or resources to organize their thoughts. This 
book responds to these spiritual-moral struggles of Asian American young people by theologically 
addressing the issues that most intimately and immediately affect Asian American youths' sense of 
identity--God, race, family, sex, gender, friendship, money, vocation, the model minority myth, and 
community-- uniquely and consistently from the contexts of Asian American young adult life. Its goal is 
to help young Asian Americans develop a healthy, balanced, organic sense of identity grounded in a 
fresh and deeper understanding of the Christian faith.

Voices From the Margin

Christianity Today's 2020 Book of the Year Award of Merit - Biblical Studies Biblical Foundations Award 
Finalist What does it mean to “read Romans with Eastern eyes”? Combining research from Asian 
scholars with his many years of experience living and working in East Asia, Brad Vaughn directs our 
attention to Paul's letter to the Romans. He argues that some traditional East Asian cultural values 
are closer to those of the first-century biblical world than common Western cultural values. In addition, 
he adds his voice to the scholarship engaging the values of honor and shame in particular and their 
influence on biblical interpretation. As readers, we bring our own cultural fluencies and values to the 
text. Our biases and background influence what we observe—and what we overlook. This book helps 
us consider ways we sometimes miss valuable insights because of widespread cultural blind spots. In 
Reading Romans with Eastern Eyes, Vaughn demonstrates how paying attention to East Asian culture 
provides a helpful lens for interpreting Paul's most complex letter. When read this way, we see how 
honor and shame shape so much of Paul's message and mission.

They Were All Together in One Place? Toward Minority Biblical Criticism

The old contrast between OC universalOCO and OC localOCO is now collapsing, but a new paradigm 
has yet to be defined. The contributors claim that the questions they raise will help redraw the lines 
of demarcation each in a unique way. Their collaborative result is a re-submission of the century-old 
question regarding OC the essence of Christianity, OCO and the readers will hear answers to this 
question resounding in polyphonic voices. The book will make a unique contribution to the scholarship 
by constructing a common forum connecting diasporic Asians and Oceanians who live and work in 
regions around the Pacific Ocean. Publication in the field of theology has been thick on the American 
side of the Pacific, and the agenda of discussion are shaped largely in accordance with the concerns 
of those living on the North-American continent and in British Isles. Theologians living on the other 
side of the Pacific, while in daily contact with the multi-religious realities that beg theological attention, 
sometimes lack means of engaging in sustained discussion with other theologians who are similarly 
struggling to gain insights into different cultural contexts. This book will provide a shared ground for 
reflection and discussion."

Intersecting Realities

Christianity is often viewed in Asia as a Western imposition. Challenging this, Dr. Jerry Hwang 
examines the Old Testament’s cultural engagement of its ancient Near Eastern context, arguing that 
Scripture itself provides the ultimate model for contextualizing theology in Asia. While it is common for 
missiological studies to ignore the Old Testament in their discussion of contextualization, truly biblical 
contextualization must include the whole Bible, not simply the New Testament. This study provides 
insightful discourse between the Old Testament and various Asian contexts, while demonstrating how 



Asian perspectives can help overcome the Eurocentrism prevalent in Old Testament scholarship. This is 
an ideal resource for scholars and practitioners interested in a biblical perspective of contextualization, 
especially as related to constructing theology that honors the truth of Scripture in the context of Asia.

Pilgrims at the Crossroads

What does it mean to be Asian and Christian? Tom Lin provides twelve inductive Bible studies for Asian 
Americans, exploring themes of personal identity, parental expectations, perfectionism, shame, grace 
and more.

Reading Romans with Eastern Eyes

This introduction focuses on how issues involving race, class, and gender influence our understanding 
of the Bible. Describing how "standard" readings of the Bible are not always acceptable to people or 
groups on the "margins," this book afters valuable new insights into biblical texts today.

Mapping and Engaging the Bible in Asian Cultures

Asian and Oceanic Christianities in Conversation
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