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Ragazzi di Vita, by Pier Paolo Pasolini, offers a raw and unflinching look at the lives of impoverished 
youth in post-war Rome.  Exploring themes of survival, desperation, and the struggle against societal 
forces, the novel provides a powerful depiction of the Roman underworld and is a key example of Italian 
Neorealism, capturing the harsh realities faced by those living on the margins of society.
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Ragazzi di vita

IL ROMANZO CAPOLAVORO. «Era una figura unica... Noi abbiamo voluto scoprire perché lo amiamo 
così tanto, dopo tutti questi anni.» (Abel Ferrara, regista di "Pasolini") Il Riccetto, il Caciotta, il Lenzetta, 
il Begalone, Alduccio e altri sono giovanissimi sottoproletari romani. Sciamano dalle borgate della 
Roma anni Cinquanta verso il centro, in un itinerario picaresco fatto di eventi comici, tragici, grotteschi. 
Alternano una violenza gratuita a una generosità patetica: Riccetto salva una rondine che stava per 
annegare ma non potrà far nulla dinanzi al piccolo Genesio trascinato via dalla corrente dell’Aniene; 
Agnolo e Oberdan assistono Marcello agonizzante, rimasto travolto dal crollo della sua scuola. La 
Roma monumentale e quella della speculazione edilizia sono lo spazio contraddittorio in cui avviene 
questa sorta di rito iniziatico di una giornata dei «ragazzi di vita».

Come leggere Ragazzi di vita di Pier Paolo Pasolini

Das unbestrittene Hauptwerk Pasolinis, mit dem Italiens großer Schriftsteller und Ketzer den Verlore-
nen und Geächteten aus den Elendsquartieren der römischen Vorstädte ein unvergängliches Denkmal 
setzt – zur anhaltenden Wut bigotter Reaktionäre von rechts und links. Dies ist der Roman von 
Ricetto und seinen Freunden, die, von Eltern, Gott und der Welt verlassen, durch die Eingeweide des 
römischen Großstadtuniversums streunen.

Ragazzi di vita

This is the story of Riccetto, a rascal among rascals, struggling to survive in the inhuman poverty of 
post-war Rome, a place of hunger, theft and prostitution.

Ragazzi di vita

Living amid the poverty of post-war Rome, Ricetto is determined to do whatever is necessary to survive

The Ragazzi
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The Street Kids is arguably the most important novel by Italy's preeminent 20th century author, film 
director and political thinker Pier Paolo Pasolini. First published in 1955, it caused such public outrage 
that Pasolini was charged with obscenity. Although he was acquitted at trial, the novel was lambasted 
by critics and readers alike, until its undeniable force led to it being universally acknowledged as a 
masterpiece. Set in Rome during the post-war years, the Rome of the "borgate\

The Ragazzi

This bibliography lists English-language translations of twentieth-century Italian literature published 
chiefly in book form between 1929 and 1997, encompassing fiction, poetry, plays, screenplays, librettos, 
journals and diaries, and correspondence.

Ragazzi di vita

A reexamination of Pasolini life and work as a poet, novelist, filmmaker, journalist and cultural theorist 
reflecting new developments in semiotics, post-structuralist theory, and historical research on Italian 
literature and film.

The Street Kids

A Poetics of Resistance: Narrative and the Writings of Pier Paolo Pasolini examines the writings of the 
Italian poet, novelist, filmmaker, theorist, and dramaturg.

Come Legere 'ragazzi Di Vita' Di Pier Paolo Pasolini

1520.690

Twentieth-century Italian Literature in English Translation

Now in paperback, a collection of the legendary filmmaker's short fiction and nonfiction from 1950 to 
1966, in which we see the machinations of the creative mind in post-World War II Rome. In a portrait 
of the city at once poignant and intimate, we find artistic witness to the customs, dialect, squalor, and 
beauty of the ancient imperial capital that has succumbed to modern warfare, marginalization, and 
mass culture. The sketches portray the impoverished masses that Pasolini calls "the sub-proletariat," 
those who live under Third World conditions and for whom simple pleasures, such as a blue sweater in 
a storefront window, are completely out of reach. Pasolini's art develops throughout the works collected 
here, from his early lyricism to tragicomic outlines for screenplays, and finally to the maturation of his 
Neo-realism in eight chronicles on the shantytowns of Rome. The pieces in this collection were all 
published in Italian journals and newspapers, and then later edited by Walter Siti in the original Italian 
edition.

I due Pasolini. «Ragazzi di vita» prima della censura

La liberazione dell’eros nelle sue forme neglette e represse è il solo serio antidoto al predominio 
mortifero della Norma e del capitalismo. Si tratta, dice Mieli, di aprire una breccia nella psiche 
mutilata dalla dittatura della normalità per lasciar emergere la transessualità sepolta in ciascuno di 
noi, “l’ermafroditismo originario e profondo di ogni individuo”.

Ragazzi di vita

Fictions of Youth is a comprehensive examination of adolescence as an aesthetic, sociological, and 
ideological category in Pier Paolo Pasolini's prose, poetry, and cinema. Simona Bondavalli's book 
explores the multiple ways in which youth, real and imagined, shaped Pasolini's poetics and critical 
positions and shows how Pasolini's works became the basis for representations of contemporary 
young people, particularly Italians. From Pasolini's own coming of age under Fascism in the 1940s 
to the consumer capitalism of the 1970s, youth stood for innocence, vitality, and rebellion. Pasolini's 
representations of youth reflected and shaped those ideas. Offering a systematic treatment of youth and 
adolescence within Pasolini's eclectic body of work, Fictions of Youth provides both a broad overview 
of the changing nature of youth within Italian modernity and an in-depth study of Pasolini's significant 
contribution to that transformation.

Pier Paolo Pasolini



Publisher description

A Poetics of Resistance

Disperato interprete dei mutamenti sociali del nostro paese, Pasolini ha cercato ininterrottamente con 
la sua opera di comunicare il fondamento della sua eretica trasgressività, ma soprattutto dei suoi sogni 
impossibili, del suo essere poeta. Con rigore metodologico e impegno analitico, attraverso e alla luce di 
una puntuale presentazione dei suoi scritti pubblicati in vita e postumi, Martellini sigla un denso ritratto 
dell'ultimo intellettuale del secolo scorso.

Ragazzi di vita

«La trama di Una vita violenta mi si è fulmineamente delineata una sera del ’53 o ’54... C’era un’aria 
fradicia e dolente... Camminavo nel fango. E lì, alla fermata dell’autobus che svolta verso Pietralata, ho 
conosciuto Tommaso. Non si chiamava Tommaso: ma era identico, di faccia, a come poi l’ho dipinto... 
Come spesso usano fare i giovani romani, prese subito confidenza: e in pochi minuti mi raccontò tutta 
la sua storia.» (Pier Paolo Pasolini, Le belle bandiere, 1966))

Ragazzi di vita

This is the first collection in English of the extraordinary letters of one of the great writers of the 
twentieth century. Italy's most important postwar novelist, Italo Calvino (1923-1985) achieved worldwide 
fame with such books as Cosmicomics, Invisible Cities, and If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler. But he 
was also an influential literary critic, an important literary editor, and a masterful letter writer whose 
correspondents included Umberto Eco, Primo Levi, Gore Vidal, Leonardo Sciascia, Natalia Ginzburg, 
Michelangelo Antonioni, Pier Paolo Pasolini, and Luciano Berio. This book includes a generous 
selection of about 650 letters, written between World War II and the end of Calvino’s life. Selected 
and introduced by Michael Wood, the letters are expertly rendered into English and annotated by 
well-known Calvino translator Martin McLaughlin. The letters are filled with insights about Calvino’s 
writing and that of others; about Italian, American, English, and French literature; about literary criticism 
and literature in general; and about culture and politics. The book also provides a kind of autobiography, 
documenting Calvino’s Communism and his resignation from the party in 1957, his eye-opening trip to 
the United States in 1959-60, his move to Paris (where he lived from 1967 to 1980), and his trip to his 
birthplace in Cuba (where he met Che Guevara). Some lengthy letters amount almost to critical essays, 
while one is an appropriately brief defense of brevity, and there is an even shorter, reassuring note to 
his parents written on a scrap of paper while he and his brother were in hiding during the antifascist 
Resistance. This is a book that will fascinate and delight Calvino fans and anyone else interested in a 
remarkable portrait of a great writer at work.

Esistere, coesistere, resistere Progetti di vita e processi di identificazione dei giovani di origine 
straniera a Napoli

I ragazzi oggi vivono un momento difficile, la crisi economica non è stata ancora sconfitta, ma credo 
che intendano dimenticare il passato e i vecchi conflitti. In realtà il dualismo esistente tra la periferia e i 
quartieri benestanti è solo un ricordo del passato. Oggi i ragazzi di periferia non intendono percorrere le 
vecchie strade, e propendono per un futuro che si fondi sulla capacità di adattamento al nuovo modello 
di sviluppo. La rivoluzione digitale ha in parte attenuato i conflitti, e narrare il nuovo look dei ragazzi di 
periferia è un vero piacere per chi scrive.

Stories from the City of God

Welche Wertvorstellungen, Hoffnungen und Erwartungen haben Jugendliche der Euregio 
Tirol-Südtirol-Trentino? Was ist ihre Sicht auf ihre persönliche und die gesellschaftliche Zukunft? Was 
ist ihnen privat, in der Politik und in Fragen der Religion wichtig? Wie stehen sie zu Fragen der Migration 
und Inklusion? Zu diesen und weiteren Fragen geben 14- bis 16-Jährige aus allen Bezirken der 
drei Regionen Auskunft in einer repräsentativen Studie, die von der Pädagogischen Hochschule Tirol 
und der Kirchlichen Pädagogischen Hochschule Edith Stein durchgeführt wurde. In den Zeitraum der 
Erhebung fällt die COVID19-Pandemie in Europa mit anhaltenden Beschränkungen, Veränderungen 
und daran anschließende Diskussionen. Der Alltag der Jugendlichen hat sich just in dieser Zeitspanne 
erheblich verändert. Quali prospettive di valori, quali speranze e aspettative hanno i giovani dell'Euregio 
Tirolo-Alto Adige-Trentino? Quale visione hanno del loro futuro personale e sociale? Cosa è importante 



nella loro dimensione privata, in quella pubblica e in ambito religioso? Che cosa pensano sulle 
tematiche della migrazione e dell'inclusione? Ragazzi e ragazze dai 14 ai 16 anni di tutti i distretti delle 
tre regioni forniscono informazioni su queste e altre domande in un rilevante studio condotto dalla 
Pädagogische Hochschule del Tirolo e dalla Kirchliche Pädagogische Hochschule Edith Stein. La fase 
di rilevamento dei dati coincide con la pandemia da COVID19 in Europa e con le restrizioni in corso, i 
cambiamenti e le successive discussioni. La vita quotidiana dei giovani è mutata notevolmente proprio 
in questo periodo di tempo.

Elementi di critica omosessuale

Not far from tourist Rome are the slum suburbs. Here immigrants lured to the capital by promises of 
work, gather and make accommodation with the modern world. A new generation emerges, brutal, 
vulnerable, and full of unreal hopes. First published in Italy in 1958, this is their story.

Ragazzi di scuola tra rapporti e valori

Providing the most complete record possible of texts by Italian writers active after 1900, this annotated 
bibliography covers over 4,800 distinct editions of writings by some 1,700 Italian authors. Many entries 
are accompanied by useful notes that provide information on the authors, works, translators, and 
the reception of the translations. This book includes the works of Pirandello, Calvino, Eco, and more 
recently, Andrea Camilleri and Valerio Manfredi. Together with Robin Healey's Italian Literature before 
1900 in English Translation, also published by University of Toronto Press in 2011, this volume makes 
comprehensive information on translations from Italian accessible for schools, libraries, and those 
interested in comparative literature.

Fictions of Youth

Enrico, ingegnere, 51 anni, ha deciso di abbandonare l'azienda per dedicarsi alla gestione degli 
hôtels de charme, affiancata a iniziative sociali come quella dei business angels, che stimolano 
l'imprenditorialità dei giovani. Per Donatella l'attività di volontariato è diventata così importante che a 
56 anni ha deciso di lasciare il posto di impiegata...

Le travail sur la langue dans Ragazzi di vita de Pier Paolo Pasolini

«Se è dalla mia vita che ho raccolto il materiale di questo libro, vuol dire che non ho avuto paura di 
farlo… E se ho avuto, al contrario, troppo coraggio, prego il lettore di indignarsi contro la violenza, non 
contro l’anomalia dell’amore.» I due brevi romanzi Atti impuri e Amado mio testimoniano la giovinezza 
friulana di Pier Paolo Pasolini. Per trent’anni, come fossero una colpa, sono rimasti inediti, sempre sul 
punto di essere pubblicati ma inesorabilmente tenuti nascosti al tenero e innocente animo della madre. 
Amado mio è il racconto compiuto di uno scandaloso incontro estivo, un amore apparentemente fallito 
tra spiagge e balli pomeridiani. Atti impuri – testo ricavato da tormentate stesure dattiloscritte – narra 
invece le giornate di un giovane professore che descrive l’ossessione del suo eros e insieme l’impegno 
a trasmettere l’amore per la poesia ai ragazzi del paese. Al tempo stesso autonomi testi letterari e 
preziosi documenti, con queste opere Pier Paolo Pasolini ci offre un’autobiografia in via di trasformarsi 
in vero e proprio romanzo e «preso nei lacci dell’“anomalia” dei suoi amori, ci dà», come scrive Attilio 
Bertolucci, «due idilli, e insieme elegie, della gioventù».

Pasolini, Morante, Moravia

1520.764

Encyclopedia of Italian Literary Studies: A-J

This book is about the presence of utopian and dystopian elements in the Italian literary landscape. It 
focuses on four authors that are representatives of the various positions in the Italian cultural debate: 
Pasolini, Calvino, Sanguineti, and Volponi. What did concepts like utopia and dystopia mean for these 
authors? Is it possible to separate utopia from dystopia? What is the role of science fiction in this 
debate? This book answers these questions, proposing an original interpretation of utopia and of the 
social role of literature. The book also takes into consideration four of the most influential literary journals 
in Italy: Officina, il menabò, il verri, and Nuovi Argomenti, that played a central role in the cultural and 
political debate on utopia in Italy.



Ritratto di Pasolini

The Cambridge Companion to the Italian Novel provides a broad ranging introduction to the major 
trends in the development of the Italian novel from its early modern origin to the contemporary era. 
Contributions cover a wide range of topics including the theory of the novel in Italy, the historical 
novel, realism, modernism, postmodernism, neorealism, and film and the novel. The contributors are 
distinguished scholars from the United Kingdom, the United States, Italy, and Australia. Novelists 
examined include some of the most influential and important of the twentieth century inside and outside 
Italy: Luigi Pirandello, Primo Levi, Umberto Eco and Italo Calvino. This is a unique examination of the 
Italian Novel, and will prove invaluable to students and specialists alike. Readers will gain a keen sense 
of the vitality of the Italian novel throughout its history and a clear picture of the debates and criticism 
that have surrounded its development.

Dell'amore e di altre storie. Ragazzi di vita nel mare tempestoso

Italian novelist, poet, and filmmaker Pier Paolo Pasolini was brutally killed in Rome in 1975, a macabre 
end to a career that often explored humanity’s capacity for violence and cruelty. Along with the mystery 
of his murderer’s identity, Pasolini left behind a controversial but acclaimed oeuvre as well as a final 
quartet of beguiling projects that signaled a radical change in his aesthetics and view of reality. The 
Resurrection of the Body is an original and compelling interpretation of these final works: the screenplay 
Saint Paul, the scenario for Porn-Theo-Colossal, the immense and unfinished novel Petrolio, and his 
notorious final film, Salò or the 120 Days of Sodom, a disturbing adaptation of the writings of the 
Marquis de Sade. Together these works, Armando Maggi contends, reveal Pasolini’s obsession with 
sodomy and its role within his apocalyptic view of Western society. One of the first studies to explore 
the ramifications of Pasolini’s homosexuality, The Resurrection of the Body also breaks new ground 
by putting his work into fruitful conversation with an array of other thinkers such as Freud, Strindberg, 
Swift, Henri Michaux, and Norman O. Brown.

Una vita violenta

Nessun intellettuale italiano riuscì a farsi odiare in maniera tanto unanime da destra e da sinistra, dalla 
Chiesa, dal Partito Comunista, dai benpensanti, dai fascisti e dal movimento studentesco del ’68 come 
Pier Paolo Pasolini. A quasi cinquant’anni dalla sua morte, la profondità e l’intelligenza della sua opera 
non cessano di interrogare la società italiana sulle sue contraddizioni di fondo, mentre il suo assassinio 
resta uno dei tanti misteri oscuri della Storia del nostro Paese.

Italo Calvino

I ragazzi di borgata
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