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Genocide

What happens to people and the societies in which they live after genocide? How are the devastating 
events remembered on the individual and collective levels, and how do these memories intersect 
and diverge as the rulers of postgenocidal states attempt to produce a monolithic “truth” about the 
past? In this important volume, leading anthropologists consider such questions about the relationship 
of genocide, truth, memory, and representation in the Balkans, East Timor, Germany, Guatemala, 
Indonesia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sudan, and other locales. Specialists on the societies about which 
they write, these anthropologists draw on ethnographic research to provide on-the-ground analyses 
of communities in the wake of mass brutality. They investigate how mass violence is described or 
remembered, and how those representations are altered by the attempts of others, from NGOs to 
governments, to assert “the truth” about outbreaks of violence. One contributor questions the neutrality 
of an international group monitoring violence in Sudan and the assumption that such groups are, 
at worst, benign. Another examines the consequences of how events, victims, and perpetrators are 
portrayed by the Rwandan government during the annual commemoration of that country’s genocide 
in 1994. Still another explores the silence around the deaths of between eighty and one hundred 
thousand people on Bali during Indonesia’s state-sponsored anticommunist violence of 1965–1966, 
a genocidal period that until recently was rarely referenced in tourist guidebooks, anthropological 
studies on Bali, or even among the Balinese themselves. Other contributors consider issues of political 
identity and legitimacy, coping, the media, and “ethnic cleansing.” Genocide: Truth, Memory, and 
Representation reveals the major contribution that cultural anthropologists can make to the study of 
genocide. Contributors. Pamela Ballinger, Jennie E. Burnet, Conerly Casey, Elizabeth Drexler, Leslie 
Dwyer, Alexander Laban Hinton, Sharon E. Hutchinson, Uli Linke, Kevin Lewis O’Neill, Antonius C. G. 
M. Robben, Debra Rodman, Victoria Sanford
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This text presents a collection of original essays on genocide. It explores a wide range of cases, 
including Nazi Germany, Cambodia, Guatemala, Rwanda, and Bosnia.

Memory and Genocide

This book focuses on the ethical, aesthetic, and scholarly dimensions of how genocide-related works 
of art, documentary films, poetry and performance, museums and monuments, music, dance, image, 
law, memory narratives, spiritual bonds, and ruins are translated and take place as translations of 
acts of genocide. It shows how genocide-related modes of representation are acts of translation which 
displace and produce memory and acts of remembrance of genocidal violence as inheritance of the 
past in a future present. Thus, the possibility of representation is examined in light of what remains in 
the aftermath where the past and the future are inseparable companions and we find the idea of the 
untranslatability in acts of genocide. By opening up both the past and lived experiences of genocidal 
violence as and through multiple acts of translation, this volume marks a heterogeneous turn towards 
the future, and one which will be of interest to all scholars and students of memory and genocide 
studies, transitional justice, sociology, psychology, and social anthropology.

After Genocide

"The book features chapters from leading scholars in this field, including William Schabas, Rene 
Lemarchand, Linda Melvern, Kalypso Nicolaidis, and Jennifer Welsh, along with senior government 
and non-government officials involved in matters related to Rwanda and transitional justice, including 
Hassan Bubacar Jallow (prosecutor of the UN International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda), Martin 
Ngoga (prosecutor general of the Republic of Rwanda), and Luis Moreno Ocampo (prosecutor of 
the International Criminal Court). After Genocide also offers an unprecedented debate between 
Rwandan President Paul Kagame and Reni Lemarchand on post-genocide memory and governance 
in Rwanda.".

Tailoring Truth

By looking at state-sponsored memory projects, such as memorials, commemorations, and historical 
museums, this book reveals that the East German communist regime obsessively monitored and 
attempted to control public representations of the past to legitimize its rule. It demonstrates that the 
regime’s approach to memory politics was not stagnant, but rather evolved over time to meet different 
demands and potential threats to its legitimacy. Ultimately the party found it increasingly difficult to 
control the public portrayal of the past, and some dissidents were able to turn the party’s memory 
politics against the state to challenge its claims of moral authority.

Multidisciplinary Perspectives on Genocide and Memory

This book explores the memory and representation of genocide as they affect individuals, communities 
and families, and artistic representations. It brings together a variety of disciplines from public health to 
philosophy, anthropology to architecture, offering readers interdisciplinary and international insights 
into one of the most important challenges in the 21st century. The book begins by describing the 
definitions and concepts of genocide from historical and philosophical perspectives. Next, it reviews 
memories of genocide in bodies and in societies as well as genocide in memory through lives, 
mental health and transgenerational effects. The book also examines the ways genocide has affected 
artistic works. From poetry to film, photography to theatre, it explores a range of artistic approaches 
to help demonstrate the heterogeneity of representations. This book provides a comprehensive and 
wide-ranging assessment of the many ways genocide has been remembered and represented. It 
presents an ideal foundation for understanding genocide and possibly preventing it from occurring 
again.

Hidden Genocides

Why are some genocides prominently remembered while others are ignored, hidden, or denied? 
Consider the Turkish campaign denying the Armenian genocide, followed by the Armenian movement 
to recognize the violence. Similar movements are building to acknowledge other genocides that have 
long remained out of sight in the media, such as those against the Circassians, Greeks, Assyrians, the 
indigenous peoples in the Americas and Australia, and the violence that was the precursor to and the 
aftermath of the Holocaust. The contributors to this collection look at these cases and others from a 



variety of perspectives. These essays cover the extent to which our biases, our ways of knowing, our 
patterns of definition, our assumptions about truth, and our processes of remembering and forgetting as 
well as the characteristics of generational transmission, the structures of power and state ideology, and 
diaspora have played a role in hiding some events and not others. Noteworthy among the collection’s 
coverage is whether the trade in African slaves was a form of genocide and a discussion not only 
of Hutus brutalizing Tutsi victims in Rwanda, but of the execution of moderate Hutus as well. Hidden 
Genocides is a significant contribution in terms of both descriptive narratives and interpretations to the 
emerging subfield of critical genocide studies. Contributors: Daniel Feierstein, Donna-Lee Frieze, Krista 
Hegburg, Alexander Laban Hinton, Adam Jones, A. Dirk Moses, Chris M. Nunpa, Walter Richmond, 
Hannibal Travis, and Elisa von Joeden-Forgey

Memory, History, Forgetting

Why do major historical events such as the Holocaust occupy the forefront of the collective conscious-
ness, while profound moments such as the Armenian genocide, the McCarthy era, and France's role 
in North Africa stand distantly behind? Is it possible that history "overly remembers" some events at 
the expense of others? A landmark work in philosophy, Paul Ricoeur's Memory, History, Forgetting 
examines this reciprocal relationship between remembering and forgetting, showing how it affects 
both the perception of historical experience and the production of historical narrative. Memory, History, 
Forgetting, like its title, is divided into three major sections. Ricoeur first takes a phenomenological 
approach to memory and mnemonical devices. The underlying question here is how a memory of 
present can be of something absent, the past. The second section addresses recent work by historians 
by reopening the question of the nature and truth of historical knowledge. Ricoeur explores whether 
historians, who can write a history of memory, can truly break with all dependence on memory, 
including memories that resist representation. The third and final section is a profound meditation on 
the necessity of forgetting as a condition for the possibility of remembering, and whether there can be 
something like happy forgetting in parallel to happy memory. Throughout the book there are careful and 
close readings of the texts of Aristotle and Plato, of Descartes and Kant, and of Halbwachs and Pierre 
Nora. A momentous achievement in the career of one of the most significant philosophers of our age, 
Memory, History, Forgetting provides the crucial link between Ricoeur's Time and Narrative and Oneself 
as Another and his recent reflections on ethics and the problems of responsibility and representation. 
“His success in revealing the internal relations between recalling and forgetting, and how this dynamic 
becomes problematic in light of events once present but now past, will inspire academic dialogue and 
response but also holds great appeal to educated general readers in search of both method for and 
insight from considering the ethical ramifications of modern events. . . . It is indeed a master work, not 
only in Ricoeur’s own vita but also in contemporary European philosophy.”—Library Journal “Ricoeur 
writes the best kind of philosophy—critical, economical, and clear.”— New York Times Book Review

Why Did They Kill?

This is an ethnographic examination and an appraisal of the Cambodian genocide under Pol Pot based 
on the author's long fieldwork in the area.

Remembrance and Forgiveness

An enquiry into the social science of remembrance and forgiveness in global episodes of genocide and 
mass violence during the post-Holocaust era, this volume explores the ways in which remembrance and 
forgiveness have changed over time and how they have been used in more recent cases of genocide 
and mass violence. With case studies from Rwanda, Ethiopia, South Sudan, South Africa, Australia, 
Cambodia, Indonesia, Timor-Leste, Israel, Palestine, Argentina, Guatemala, El Salvador, the United 
States, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Chechnya, the volume avoids a purely legal perspective to open 
the interpretation of post-genocidal societies, communities, and individuals to global and interdiscipli-
nary perspectives that consider not only forgiveness and thus social harmony, but remembrance and 
disharmony. This volume will appeal to scholars across the social sciences with interests in memory 
studies, genocide, remembrance, and forgiveness.

The Representation of Genocide in Graphic Novels

This book mobilises the concept of kitsch to investigate the tensions around the representation of 
genocide in international graphic novels that focus on the Holocaust and the genocides in Armenia, 
Rwanda, and Bosnia. In response to the predominantly negative readings of kitsch as meaningless 



or inappropriate, this book offers a fresh approach that considers how some of the kitsch strategies 
employed in these works facilitate an affective interaction with the genocide narrative. These productive 
strategies include the use of the visual metaphors of the animal and the doll figure and the explicit and 
excessive depictions of mass violence. The book also analyses where kitsch still produces problems 
as it critically examines depictions of perpetrators and the visual and verbal representations of sexual 
violence. Furthermore, it explores how graphic novels employ anti-kitsch strategies to avoid the dangers 
of excess in dealing with genocide. The Representation of Genocide in Graphic Novels will appeal to 
those working in comics-graphic novel studies, popular culture studies, and Holocaust and genocide 
studies.

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Materiality

The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Religion and Materiality provides a thoughtfully organized, inclusive, 
and vibrant project of the multiple ways in which religion and materiality intersect. The contributions 
explore the way that religion is shaped by, and has shaped, the material world, embedding beliefs, 
doctrines, and texts into social and cultural contexts of production, circulation, and consumption. The 
Companion not only contains scholarly essays but has an accompanying website to demonstrate the 
work of performers, architects, and expressive artists, ranging from musicians and dancers to religious 
practitioners. These examples offer specific illustrations of the interplay of religion and materiality in 
everyday life. The project is organized from a comparative perspective, highlighting examples and 
case studies from traditions originating in both East and West. To summarize, the volume: Brings 
together the leading figures, theories and ideas in the field in a systematic and comprehensive way 
Offers an interdisciplinary approach drawing together religious studies, anthropology, archaeology, 
history, sociology, geography, the cognitive sciences, ecology, and media studies Takes a comparative 
perspective, covering all the major faith traditions

Genocide Denials and the Law

In Genocide Denials and the Law, Ludovic Hennebel and Thomas Hochmann offer a thorough study 
of the relationship between law and genocide denial from the perspectives of specialists from six 
countries. This controversial topic provokes strong international reactions involving emotion caused 
by denial along with concerns about freedom of speech. The authors offer an in-depth study of the 
various legal issues raised by the denial of crimes against humanity, presenting arguments both in 
favor of and in opposition to prohibition of this expression. They do not adopt a pro or contra position, 
but include chapters written by proponents and opponents of a legal prohibition on genocide denial. 
Hennebel and Hochmann fill a void in academic publications by comparatively examining this issue 
with a collection of original essays. They tackle this diverse topic comprehensively, addressing not only 
the theoretical and philosophical aspects of denial, but also the specific problems faced by judges who 
implement anti-denial laws. Genocide Denials and the Law will provoke discussion of many theoretical 
questions regarding free speech, including the relationship between freedom of expression and truth, 
hate, memory, and history.

Exhibiting Atrocity

Today, nearly any group or nation with violence in its past has constructed or is planning a memorial 
museum as a mechanism for confronting past trauma, often together with truth commissions, trials, 
and/or other symbolic or material reparations. Exhibiting Atrocity documents the emergence of the 
memorial museum as a new cultural form of commemoration, and analyzes its use in efforts to come 
to terms with past political violence and to promote democracy and human rights. Through a global 
comparative approach, Amy Sodaro uses in-depth case studies of five exemplary memorial museums 
that commemorate a range of violent pasts and allow for a chronological and global examination of 
the trend: the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, DC; the House of Terror in Budapest, 
Hungary; the Kigali Genocide Memorial Centre in Rwanda; the Museum of Memory and Human Rights 
in Santiago, Chile; and the National September 11 Memorial Museum in New York. Together, these 
case studies illustrate the historical emergence and global spread of the memorial museum and show 
how this new cultural form of commemoration is intended to be used in contemporary societies around 
the world.

Public Memory, Public Media and the Politics of Justice



Exposing how memory is constructed and mediated in different societies, this collection explores 
particular contexts to identify links between the politics of memory, media representations and the 
politics of justice, questioning what we think we know and understand about recent history.

City of God

'City of God' explores the role of neo-Pentecostal Christian sects in the religious, social & political life 
of Guatemala. O'Neill examines one such church, looking at how its practices have become acts of 
citizenship in a new, politically relevant era for Protestantism.

Acts of Repair

Acts of Repair explores how ordinary people grapple with decades of political violence and genocide in 
Argentina—a history that includes the Holocaust, the political repression of the 1976–1983 dictatorship, 
and the 1994 AMIA bombing. Although the struggle against impunity seems inevitably incomplete, 
Argentines have created possibilities for repair through cultural memory, yielding spaces for transfor-
mation and agency critical to personal and political recovery.

Probing the Limits of Representation

German memory, judicial interrogation, and historical reconstruction : writing perpetrator history from 
postwar testimony / Christopher R. Browning -- Historical emplotment and the problem of truth / Hayden 
White -- On emplotment : two kinds of ruin / Perry Anderson -- History, counterhistory, and narrative 
/ Amos Funkenstein -- Just one witness / Carlo Ginzburg -- Of plots, witnesses, and judgments / 
Martin Jay -- Representing the Holocaust : reflections on the historians' debate / Dominick LaCapra -- 
Historical understanding and counterrationality : the Judenrat as epistemological vantage / Dan Diner -- 
History beyond the pleasure principle : some thoughts on the representation of trauma / Eric L. Santner 
-- Habermas, enlightenment, and antisemitism / Vincent P. Pecora -- Between image and phrase : 
progressive history and the "final solution" as dispossession / Sande Cohen.; Science, modernity, and 
the "final solution" / Mario Biagioli -- Holocaust and the end of history : postmodern historiography in 
cinema / Anton Kaes -- Whose story is it, anyway? : ideology and psychology in the representation of 
the Shoah in Israeli literature / Yael S. Feldman -- Translating Paul Celan's "Todesfuge" : rhythm and 
repetition as metaphor / John Felstiner -- "The grave in the air" : unbound metaphors in post-Holocaust 
poetry / Sidra DeKoven Ezrahi -- The dialectics of unspeakability : language, silence, and the narratives 
of desubjectification / Peter Haidu -- The representation of limits / Berel Lang -- The book of the 
destruction / Geoffrey H. Hartman.

Image and Remembrance

The passage of time and the reality of an aging survivor population have made it increasingly urgent 
to document and give expression to testimony, experience, and memory of the Holocaust. At the 
same time, artists have struggled to find a language to describe and retell a legacy often considered 
"unimaginable." Contrary to those who insist that the Holocaust defies representation, Image and 
Remembrance demonstrates that artistic representations are central to the practice of remembrance 
and commemoration. Including essays on representations of the Holocaust in film, architecture, 
painting, photography, memorials, and monuments, this thought-provoking volume considers ways in 
which visual artists have given form to the experience of the Holocaust and addresses the role that 
imagination plays in shaping historical memory. Among works discussed are Daniel Libeskind's Jewish 
Museum in Berlin, Rachel Whiteread's Holocaust Memorial in Vienna, Morris Louis's series of paintings 
Charred Journal, photographer Shimon Attie's Writing on the Wall, and Mikael Levin's series Untitled. 
Image and Remembrance provides a thoughtful site for personal reflection and commemoration as 
well as a context for reconsidering the processes of art making and the cultural significance of artistic 
images. Contributors: Ernst van Alphen, Monica Bohm-Duchen, Tim Cole, Rebecca Comay, Mark 
Godfrey, Reesa Greenberg, Marianne Hirsch, Shelley Hornstein, Florence Jacobowitz, Berel Lang, 
Daniel Libeskind, Andrea Liss, Leslie Morris, Leo Spitzer, Susan Rubin Suleiman, Janet Wolff, Robin 
Wood, James Young, and Carol Zemel.

The Palgrave Handbook of Britain and the Holocaust

This handbook is the most comprehensive and up-to-date single volume on the history and memory 
of the Holocaust in Britain. It traces the complex relationship between Britain and the destruction of 



Europe’s Jews, from societal and political responses to persecution in the 1930s, through formal reac-
tions to war and genocide, to works of representation and remembrance in post-war Britain. Through 
this process the handbook not only updates existing historiography of Britain and the Holocaust; it 
also adds new dimensions to our understanding by exploring the constant interface and interplay of 
history and memory. The chapters bring together internationally renowned academics and talented 
younger scholars. Collectively, they examine a raft of themes and issues concerning the actions of 
contemporaries to the Holocaust, and the responses of those who came ‘after’. At a time when the 
Holocaust-related activity in Britain proceeds apace, the contributors to this handbook highlight the 
importance of rooting what we know and understand about Britain and the Holocaust in historical 
actuality. This, the volume suggests, is the only way to respond meaningfully to the challenges posed 
by the Holocaust and ensure that the memory of it has purpose.

Public Criminology?

What is the role and value of criminology in a democratic society? How do, and how should, its 
practitioners engage with politics and public policy? How can criminology find a voice in an agitated, 
insecure and intensely mediated world in which crime and punishment loom large in government 
agendas and public discourse? What collective good do we want criminological enquiry to promote? In 
addressing these questions, Ian Loader and Richard Sparks offer a sociological account of how crimi-
nologists understand their craft and position themselves in relation to social and political controversies 
about crime, whether as scientific experts, policy advisors, governmental players, social movement 
theorists, or lonely prophets. They examine the conditions under which these diverse commitments and 
affiliations arose, and gained or lost credibility and influence. This forms the basis for a timely articulation 
of the idea that criminology’s overarching public purpose is to contribute to a better politics of crime 
and its regulation. Public Criminology? offers an original and provocative account of the condition of, 
and prospects for, criminology which will be of interest not only to those who work in the fields of crime, 
security and punishment, but to anyone interested in the vexed relationship between social science, 
public policy and politics.

Memory and Representation

Eber and Neal address some of the theoretical issues connected with symbolic constructions of reality 
through human memory and its subsequent representation. Linkages between what we remember and 
how we represent it give humans their distinctive characteristics. We construct our reality from how we 
perceive the events in our lives and, from that reality, we create a symbol system to describe our world. 
It is through such symbolic constructions that we are provided with a usable backdrop for shaping 
our memories and organizing them into meaningful lines of action. These case studies present a new 
and creative synthesis of the multiple meanings of memory and representation within the context of 
contemporary perceptions of truth.

Representing Genocide

This book explores the diverse ways in which Holocaust representations have influenced and structured 
how other genocides are understood and represented in the West. Rebecca Jinks focuses in particular 
on the canonical 20th century cases of genocide: Armenia, Cambodia, Bosnia, and Rwanda. Using 
literature, film, photography, and memorialisation, she demonstrates that we can only understand the 
Holocaust's status as a 'benchmark' for other genocides if we look at the deeper, structural resonances 
which subtly shape many representations of genocide. Representing Genocide pursues five thematic 
areas in turn: how genocides are recognised as such by western publics; the representation of the 
origins and perpetrators of genocide; how western witnesses represent genocide; representations of 
the aftermath of genocide; and western responses to genocide. Throughout, the book distinguishes 
between 'mainstream' and other, more nuanced and engaged, representations of genocide. It shows 
how these mainstream representations – the majority – largely replicate the representational framework 
of the Holocaust, including the way in which mainstream Holocaust representations resist recognising 
the rationality, instrumentality and normality of genocide, preferring instead to present it as an aberrant, 
exceptional event in human society. By contrast, the more engaged representations – often, but not 
always, originating from those who experienced genocide – tend to revolve around precisely genocide's 
ordinariness, and the structures and situations common to human society which contribute to and 
become involved in the violence.



Resonant Violence

From the Holocaust in Europe to the military dictatorships of Latin America to the enduring violence of 
settler colonialism around the world, genocide has been a defining experience of far too many societies. 
In many cases, the damaging legacies of genocide lead to continued violence and social divisions 
for decades. In others, however, creative responses to this identity-based violence emerge from the 
grassroots, contributing to widespread social and political transformation. Resonant Violence explores 
both the enduring impacts of genocidal violence and the varied ways in which states and grassroots 
collectives respond to and transform this violence through memory practices and grassroots activism. 
By calling upon lessons from Germany, Poland, Argentina, and the Indigenous United States, Resonant 
Violence demonstrates how ordinary individuals come together to engage with a violent past to pave 
the way for a less violent future.

In the Shadow of Genocide

This book brings together scholars and practitioners for a unique inter-disciplinary exploration of justice 
and memory within Rwanda. It explores the various strategies the state, civil society, and individuals 
have employed to come to terms with their past and shape their future. The main objective and focus is 
to explore broad and varied approaches to post-atrocity memory and justice through the work of those 
with direct experience with the genocide and its aftermath. This includes many Rwandan authors as 
well as scholars who have conducted fieldwork in Rwanda. By exploring the concepts of how justice 
and memory are understood the editors have compiled a book that combines disciplines, voices, and 
unique insights that are not generally found elsewhere. Including academics and practitioners of law, 
photographers, poets, members of Rwandan civil society, and Rwandan youth this book will appeal 
to scholars and students of political science, legal studies, French and francophone studies, African 
studies, genocide and post-conflict studies, development and healthcare, social work, education and 
library services.

Survivor Café

Named a Best Book of the Year by The San Francisco Chronicle "Survivor Cafe� . . . feels like the 
book Rosner was born to write. Each page is imbued with urgency, with sincerity, with heartache, 
with heart.... Her words, alongside the words of other survivors of atrocity and their descendants 
across the globe, can help us build a more humane world." —San Francisco Chronicle As firsthand 
survivors of many of the twentieth century's most monumental events—the Holocaust, Hiroshima, the 
Killing Fields—begin to pass away, Survivor Cafe� addresses urgent questions: How do we carry those 
stories forward? How do we collectively ensure that the horrors of the past are not forgotten? Elizabeth 
Rosner organizes her book around three trips with her father to Buchenwald concentration camp—in 
1983, in 1995, and in 2015—each journey an experience in which personal history confronts both 
commemoration and memorialization. She explores the echoes of similar legacies among descendants 
of African American slaves, descendants of Cambodian survivors of the Killing Fields, descendants of 
survivors of the bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, and the effects of 9/11 on the general population. 
Examining current brain research, Rosner depicts the efforts to understand the intergenerational 
inheritance of trauma, as well as the intricacies of remembrance in the aftermath of atrocity. Survivor 
Cafe� becomes a lens for numerous constructs of memory—from museums and commemorative sites 
to national reconciliation projects to small–group cross–cultural encounters. Beyond preserving the 
firsthand testimonies of participants and witnesses, individuals and societies must continually take 
responsibility for learning the painful lessons of the past in order to offer hope for the future. Survivor 
Cafe� offers a clear–eyed sense of the enormity of our twenty–first–century human inheritance—not 
only among direct descendants of the Holocaust but also in the shape of our collective responsibility 
to learn from tragedy, and to keep the ever–changing conversations alive between the past and the 
present.

Identity Politics in the Age of Genocide

In an era of globalization and identity politics, this book explores how Holocaust imagery and vocabulary 
have been appropriated and applied to other genocides. The author examines how the Holocaust 
has impacted on other ethnic and social groups, asking whether the Holocaust as a symbol is a 
useful or destructive means of reading non-Jewish history. This volume: explains the rise of the 
Holocaust as a gradual process, charting how its importance as a symbol has evolved, providing a 
theoretical framework to understand how and why non-Jewish groups choose to invoke ‘holocausts’ to 



apply to other events explores the Holocaust in relation to colonialism and indigenous genocide, with 
case studies on America, Australia and New Zealand analyzes the Holocaust in relation to war and 
genocide, with case studies on the Armenian genocide, the Rape of Nanking, Serbia and the Rwandan 
genocide examines how the Holocaust has been used to promote animal rights. Demonstrating both 
the opportunities and pitfalls the Holocaust provides to non-Jewish groups who seek to represent their 
collective histories, this book fills a much needed gap on the use of the Holocaust in contemporary 
identity politics and will be of interest to students and researchers of politics, the Holocaust and 
genocide.

Killing Neighbors

In the horrific events of the mid-1990s in Rwanda, tens of thousands of Hutu killed their Tutsi friends, 
neighbors, even family members. That ghastly violence has overshadowed a fact almost as noteworthy: 
that hundreds of thousands of Hutu killed no one. In a transformative revisiting of the motives behind 
and specific contexts surrounding the Rwandan genocide, Lee Ann Fujii focuses on individual actions 
rather than sweeping categories. Fujii argues that ethnic hatred and fear do not satisfactorily explain 
the mobilization of Rwandans one against another. Fujii's extensive interviews in Rwandan prisons and 
two rural communities form the basis for her claim that mass participation in the genocide was not the 
result of ethnic antagonisms. Rather, the social context of action was critical. Strong group dynamics 
and established local ties shaped patterns of recruitment for and participation in the genocide. This web 
of social interactions bound people to power holders and killing groups. People joined and continued 
to participate in the genocide over time, Fujii shows, because killing in large groups conferred identity 
on those who acted destructively. The perpetrators of the genocide produced new groups centered on 
destroying prior bonds by killing kith and kin.

A Companion to the Anthropology of Death

A thought-provoking examination of death, dying, and the afterlife Prominent scholars present their 
most recent work about mortuary rituals, grief and mourning, genocide, cyclical processes of life and 
death, biomedical developments, and the materiality of human corpses in this unique and illuminating 
book. Interrogating our most common practices surrounding death, the authors ask such questions 
as: How does the state wrest away control over the dead from bereaved relatives? Why do many 
mourners refuse to cut their emotional ties to the dead and nurture lasting bonds? Is death a final 
condition or can human remains acquire agency? The book is a refreshing reassessment of these 
issues and practices, a source of theoretical inspiration in the study of death. With contributions written 
by an international team of experts in their fields, A Companion to the Anthropology of Death is 
presented in six parts and covers such subjects as: Governing the Dead in Guatemala; After Death 
Communications (ADCs) in North America; Cryonic Suspension in the Secular Age; Blood and Organ 
Donation in China; The Fragility of Biomedicine; and more. A Companion to the Anthropology of 
Death is a comprehensive and accessible volume and an ideal resource for senior undergraduate and 
graduate students in courses such as Anthropology of Death, Medical Anthropology, Anthropology of 
Violence, Anthropology of the Body, and Political Anthropology. Written by leading international scholars 
in their fields A comprehensive survey of the most recent empirical research in the anthropology of 
death A fundamental critique of the early 20th century founding fathers of the anthropology of death 
Cross-cultural texts from tribal and industrial societies The collection is of interest to anyone concerned 
with the consequences of the state and massive violence on life and death

Murambi, The Book of Bones

"[W]hat is true of Rwanda is true in each of us; we all share in Africa." -- L'Harmattan "[This novel] 
comes closer than have many political scientists or historians to trying to understand why this small 
country... sank in such appalling violence." -- Radio France International In April of 1994, nearly a million 
Rwandans were killed in what would prove to be one of the swiftest, most terrifying killing sprees of the 
20th century. In Murambi, The Book of Bones, Boubacar Boris Diop comes face to face with the chilling 
horror and overwhelming sadness of the tragedy. Now, the power of Diop's acclaimed novel is available 
to English-speaking readers through Fiona Mc Laughlin's crisp translation. The novel recounts the story 
of a Rwandan history teacher, Cornelius Uvimana, who was living and working in Djibouti at the time 
of the massacre. He returns to Rwanda to try to comprehend the death of his family and to write a play 
about the events that took place there. As the novel unfolds, Cornelius begins to understand that it is 
only our humanity that will save us, and that as a writer, he must bear witness to the atrocities of the 



genocide. From the novel: "If only by the way people are walking, you can see that tension is mounting 
by the minute. I can feel it almost physically. Everyone is running or at least hurrying about. I meet more 
and more passersby who seem to be walking around in circles. There seems to be another light in their 
eyes. I think of the fathers who have to face the anguished eyes of their children and who can't tell them 
anything. For them, the country has become an immense trap in the space of just a few hours. Death 
is on the prowl. They can't even dream of defending themselves. Everything has been meticulously 
prepared for a long time: the administration, the army, and the [militia] are going to combine forces to 
kill, if possible, every last one of them."

The Postcolonial African Genocide Novel

In The Postcolonial African Genocide Novel, Chigbo Anyaduba examines fictional responses to mass 
atrocities occurring in postcolonial Africa. Through a comparative reading of novels responding to 
the genocides of the Igbo in Nigeria (1966-1970) and the Tutsi in Rwanda (1990-1994), the book 
underscores the ways that literary encounters with genocides in Africa's postcolonies have attempted 
to reimagine the conditions giving rise to exterminatory forms of mass violence. The book concretizes 
and troubles one of the apparent truisms of genocide studies, especially in the context of imaginative 
literature: that the reality of genocide more often than not resists meaningfulness. Particularly given 
the centrality of this truism to artistic responses to the Holocaust and to genocides more generally, 
Anyaduba tracks the astonishing range of meanings drawn by writers at a series of (temporal, spatial, 
historical, cultural and other) removes from the realities of genocide in Africa's postcolonies, a set of 
meanings that are often highly-specific and irreducible to maxims or foundational cases. The book 
shows that in the artistic projects to construct meanings against genocide's nihilism writers of African 
genocides deploy tropes that while significantly oriented to African concerns are equally shaped by the 
representational conventions and practices associated with the legacies of the Holocaust.

Gendered Wars, Gendered Memories

The twentieth century has been a century of wars, genocides and violent political conflict; a century 
of militarization and massive destruction. It has simultaneously been a century of feminist creativity 
and struggle worldwide, witnessing fundamental changes in the conceptions and everyday practices 
of gender and sexuality. What are some of the connections between these two seemingly disparate 
characteristics of the past century? And how do collective memories figure into these connections? 
Exploring the ways in which wars and their memories are gendered, this book contributes to the 
feminist search for new words and new methods in understanding the intricacies of war and memory. 
From the Italian and Spanish Civil Wars to military regimes in Turkey and Greece, from the Armenian 
genocide and the Holocaust to the wars in Abhazia, East Asia, Iraq, Afghanistan, former Yugoslavia, 
Israel and Palestine, the chapters in this book address a rare selection of contexts and geographies 
from a wide range of disciplinary perspectives. In recent years, feminist scholarship has fundamentally 
changed the ways in which pasts, particularly violent pasts, have been conceptualized and narrated. 
Discussing the participation of women in war, sexual violence in times of conflict, the use of visual 
and dramatic representations in memory research, and the creative challenges to research and writing 
posed by feminist scholarship, Gendered Wars, Gendered Memories will appeal to scholars working 
at the intersection of military/war, memory, and gender studies, seeking to chart this emerging territory 
with ’feminist curiosity’.

Multidirectional Memory

Multidirectional Memory brings together Holocaust studies and postcolonial studies for the first time to 
put forward a new theory of cultural memory and uncover an unacknowledged tradition of exchange 
between the legacies of genocide and colonialism.

Beyond Memory

This book provides a fresh perspective on the familiar belief that memory policies are successful in 
building peaceful societies. Whether in a stable democracy or in the wake of a violent political conflict, 
this book argues that memory policies are unhelpful in preventing hate, genocide, and mass crimes. 
Since the 1990s, transmitting the memory of violent pasts has been utilised in attempts to foster 
tolerance and fight racism, hate and antisemitism. However, countries that invested in memory policies 
have overseen the rise of hate crimes and populisms instead of growing social cohesion. Breaking with 
the usual moralistic position, this book takes stock of this situation. Where do these memory policies 



come from? Whom do they serve? Can we make them more effective? In other words, can we really 
learn from the past? At a time when memory studies is blooming, this book questions the normative 
belief in the effects of memory.

Investigating Srebrenica

In July 1995, the Bosnian Serb Army commanded by General Ratko Mladic attacked the enclave 
of Srebrenica, a UN "safe area" since 1993, and massacred about 8,000 Bosniac men. While the 
responsibility for the massacre itself lays clearly with the Serb political and military leadership, the 
question of the responsibility of various international organizations and national authorities for the fall 
of the enclave is still passionately discussed, and has given rise to various rumors and conspiracy 
theories. Follow-up investigations by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia and 
by several commissions have dissipated most of these rumors and contributed to a better knowledge 
of the Srebrenica events and the part played by the main local and international actors. This volume 
represents the first systematic, comparative analysis of those investigations. It brings together analyses 
from both the external standpoint of academics and the inside perspective of various professionals who 
participated directly in the inquiries, including police officers, members of parliament, high-ranking civil 
servants, and other experts. Evaluating how institutions establish facts and ascribe responsibilities, this 
volume presents a historiographical and epistemological reflection on the very possibility of writing a 
history of the present time.

The Holocaust and Historical Methodology

In the last two decades our empirical knowledge of the Holocaust has been vastly expanded. Yet this 
empirical blossoming has not been accompanied by much theoretical reflection on the historiography. 
This volume argues that reflection on the historical process of (re)constructing the past is as important 
for understanding the Holocaust-and, by extension, any past event-as is archival research. It aims to go 
beyond the dominant paradigm of political history and describe the emergence of methods now being 
used to reconstruct the past in the context of Holocaust historiography.

Novels of Genocide

This book deals with the genocide in Rwanda by analysing 10 Rwandan-authored novels that reveal 
a lot about memory processes in post-genocide Rwanda. The author argues that the freedom the 
novelists enjoy to create their own Rwanda enable them to explore the most controversial aspects of 
the relationships amongst the Hutu and the Tutsi.

Genocide Lives in Us

In the aftermath of the 1994 genocide, Rwandan women faced the impossible—resurrecting their lives 
amidst unthinkable devastation. Haunted by memories of lost loved ones and of their own experiences 
of violence, women rebuilt their lives from “less than nothing.” Neither passive victims nor innate 
peacemakers, they traversed dangerous emotional and political terrain to emerge as leaders in Rwanda 
today. This clear and engaging ethnography of survival tackles three interrelated phenomena—memory, 
silence, and justice—and probes the contradictory roles women played in postgenocide reconciliation. 
Based on more than a decade of intensive fieldwork, Genocide Lives in Us provides a unique grassroots 
perspective on a postconflict society. Anthropologist Jennie E. Burnet relates with sensitivity the 
heart-wrenching survival stories of ordinary Rwandan women and uncovers political and historical 
themes in their personal narratives. She shows that women’s leading role in Rwanda’s renaissance 
resulted from several factors: the dire postgenocide situation that forced women into new roles; 
advocacy by the Rwandan women’s movement; and the inclusion of women in the postgenocide 
government. Honorable Mention, Aidoo-Snyder Book Prize, Women’s Caucus of the African Studies 
Association

Gender, Transitional Justice and Memorial Arts

This book examines the role of post-conflict memorial arts in bringing about gender justice in transitional 
societies. Art and post-violence memorialisation are currently widely debated. Scholars of human rights 
and of commemorative arts discuss the aesthetics and politics not only of sites of commemoration, but 
of literature, poetry, visual arts and increasingly, film and comics. Art, memory and activism are also 
increasingly intertwined. But within the literature around post-conflict transitional justice and critical 



human rights studies, there is little questioning about what memorial arts do for gender justice, how 
women and men are included and represented, and how this intertwines with other questions of identity 
and representation, such as race and ethnicity. The book brings together research from scholars around 
the world who are interested in the gendered dimensions of memory-making in transitional societies. 
Addressing a global range of cases, including genocide, authoritarianism, civil war, electoral violence 
and apartheid, they consider not only the gendered commemoration of past violence, but also the 
possibility of producing counter-narratives that unsettle and challenge established stereotypes. Aimed 
at those interested in the fields of transitional justice, memory studies, post-conflict peacebuilding, 
human rights and gender studies, this book will appeal to academics, researchers and practitioners.

Mass Media and the Genocide of the Armenians

The role of the mass media in genocide is multifaceted with respect to the disclosure and flow of 
information. This volume investigates questions of responsibility, denial, victimisation and marginalisa-
tion through an analysis of the media representations of the Armenian genocide in different national 
contexts.
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