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Uncover the rich history of Black and Afro-Mexican communities in colonial Veracruz, examining their 
experiences with race and ethnicity. This study highlights their crucial role in shaping the region's 
cultural and economic development during the colonial period.

Our course materials library includes guides, handouts, and assignments for various 
subjects.

We appreciate your visit to our website.
The document Blacks Colonial Veracruz is available for download right away.
There are no fees, as we want to share it freely.

Authenticity is our top priority.
Every document is reviewed to ensure it is original.
This guarantees that you receive trusted resources.

We hope this document supports your work or study.
We look forward to welcoming you back again.
Thank you for using our service.

Many users on the internet are looking for this very document.
Your visit has brought you to the right source.
We provide the full version of this document Blacks Colonial Veracruz absolutely free.

Blacks in Colonial Veracruz

Beginning with the Spanish conquest, Mexico has become a racially complex society intermixing 
Indian, Spanish, and African populations. Questions of race and ethnicity have fueled much political 
and scholarly debate, sometimes obscuring the experiences of particular groups, especially blacks. 
Blacks in Colonial Veracruz seeks to remedy this omission by studying the black experience in central 
Veracruz during virtually the entire colonial period. The book probes the conditions that shaped the lives 
of inhabitants in Veracruz from the first European contact through the early formative period, colonial 
years, independence era, and the postindependence decade. While the primary focus is on blacks, 
Carroll relates their experience to that of Indians, Spaniards, and castas (racially hybrid people) to 
present a full picture of the interplay between local populations, the physical setting, and technological 
advances in the development of this important but little-studied region.

Black Mexico

This edited volume compiles the most recent research on a pivotal topic in Latin American histo-
ry--Afro-Mexican experiences from pre-conquest to the modern period.

Colonial Blackness

Asking readers to imagine a history of Mexico narrated through the experiences of Africans and their 
descendants, this book offers a radical reconfiguration of Latin American history. Using ecclesiastical 
and inquisitorial records, Herman L. Bennett frames the history of Mexico around the private lives and 
liberty that Catholicism engendered among enslaved Africans and free blacks, who became majority 
populations soon after the Spanish conquest. The resulting history of 17th-century Mexico brings forth 
tantalizing personal and family dramas, body politics, and stories of lost virtue and sullen honor. By 
focusing on these phenomena among peoples of African descent, rather than the conventional history 
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of Mexico with the narrative of slavery to freedom figured in, Colonial Blackness presents the colonial 
drama in all its untidy detail.

Veracruz and the Caribbean in the Seventeenth Century

In the seventeenth century, Veracruz was the busiest port in the wealthiest colony in the Americas. Peo-
ple and goods from five continents converged in the city, inserting it firmly into the early modern world's 
largest global networks. Nevertheless, Veracruz never attained the fame or status of other Atlantic ports. 
Veracruz and the Caribbean in the Seventeenth Century is the first English-language, book-length study 
of early modern Veracruz. Weaving elements of environmental, social, and cultural history, it examines 
both Veracruz's internal dynamics and its external relationships. Chief among Veracruz's relationships 
were its close ties within the Caribbean. Emphasizing relationships of small-scale trade and migration 
between Veracruz and Caribbean cities like Havana, Santo Domingo, and Cartagena, Veracruz and 
the Caribbean shows how the city's residents – especially its large African and Afro-descended 
communities – were able to form communities and define identities separate from those available in 
the Mexican mainland.

Africans in Colonial Mexico

From secular and ecclesiastical court records, Bennett reconstructs the lives of slave and free blacks, 
their regulation by the government and by the Church, the impact of the Inquisition, their legal status 
in marriage and their rights and obligations as Christian subjects.

Choice, Persuasion, and Coercion

This volume considers the responses to the social and institutional norms of the Spanish colonial 
system along Spain's northern frontier provinces.

Mexico: Volume 2, The Colonial Era

This 2002 book, the second in a three-volume history of Mexico, covers the period 1521 to 1821.

The Black Urban Atlantic in the Age of the Slave Trade

During the era of the Atlantic slave trade, vibrant port cities became home to thousands of Africans 
in transit. Free and enslaved blacks alike crafted the necessary materials to support transoceanic 
commerce and labored as stevedores, carters, sex workers, and boarding-house keepers. Even though 
Africans continued to be exchanged as chattel, urban frontiers allowed a number of enslaved blacks to 
negotiate the right to hire out their own time, often greatly enhancing their autonomy within the Atlantic 
commercial system. In The Black Urban Atlantic in the Age of the Slave Trade, eleven original essays 
by leading scholars from the United States, Europe, and Latin America chronicle the black experience 
in Atlantic ports, providing a rich and diverse portrait of the ways in which Africans experienced urban 
life during the era of plantation slavery. Describing life in Portugal, Brazil, Mexico, the Caribbean, and 
Africa, this volume illuminates the historical identity, agency, and autonomy of the African experience 
as well as the crucial role Atlantic cities played in the formation of diasporic cultures. By shifting focus 
away from plantations, this volume poses new questions about the nature of slavery in the sixteenth to 
nineteenth centuries, illustrating early modern urban spaces as multiethnic sites of social connectivity, 
cultural incubation, and political negotiation. Contributors: Trevor Burnard, Mariza de Carvalho Soares, 
Matt D. Childs, Kevin Dawson, Roquinaldo Ferreira, David Geggus, Jane Landers, Robin Law, David 
Northrup, João José Reis, James H. Sweet, Nicole von Germeten.

Origins of Slavery: Oxford Bibliographies Online Research Guide

This ebook is a selective guide designed to help scholars and students of the ancient world find 
reliable sources of information by directing them to the best available scholarly materials in whatever 
form or format they appear from books, chapters, and journal articles to online archives, electronic 
data sets, and blogs. Written by a leading international authority on the subject, the ebook provides 
bibliographic information supported by direct recommendations about which sources to consult and 
editorial commentary to make it clear how the cited sources are interrelated. This ebook is just one of 
many articles from Oxford Bibliographies Online: Atlantic History, a continuously updated and growing 
online resource designed to provide authoritative guidance through the scholarship and other materials 
relevant to the study of Atlantic History, the study of the transnational interconnections between Europe, 



North America, South America, and Africa, particularly in the early modern and colonial period. Oxford 
Bibliographies Online covers most subject disciplines within the social science and humanities, for more 
information visit www.oxfordbibliographies.com.

Black Ranching Frontiers

In this volume, Andrew Sluyter demonstrates that Africans played significant creative roles in estab-
lishing open-range cattle ranching in the Americas. In so doing, he provides a new way of looking at 
and studying the history of land, labour, property and commerce in the Atlantic world.

Land of the Cosmic Race

Land of the Cosmic Race is a richly-detailed ethnographic account of the powerful role that race and 
color play in organizing the lives and thoughts of ordinary Mexicans. It presents a previously untold story 
of how individuals in contemporary urban Mexico construct their identities, attitudes, and practices in 
the context of a dominant national belief system. The book centers around Mexicans' engagement with 
three racialized pillars of Mexican national ideology - the promotion of race mixture, the assertion of 
an absence of racism in the country, and the marginalization of blackness in Mexico. The subjects 
of this book are mestizos - the mixed-race people of Mexico who are of Indigenous, African, and 
European ancestry and the intended consumers of this national ideology. Land of the Cosmic Race 
illustrates how Mexican mestizos navigate the sea of contradictions that arise when their everyday 
lived experiences conflict with the national stance and how they manage these paradoxes in a way that 
upholds, protects, and reproduces the national ideology. Drawing on a year of participant observation, 
over 110 interviews, and focus-groups from Veracruz, Mexico, Christina A. Sue offers rich insight into 
the relationship between race-based national ideology and the attitudes and behaviors of mixed-race 
Mexicans. Most importantly, she theorizes as to why elite-based ideology not only survives but actually 
thrives within the popular understandings and discourse of those over whom it is designed to govern.

The Capital of Free Women

A restoration of the agency and influence of free African-descended women in colonial Mexico through 
their traces in archives “A breathtaking study that places free African-descended women at the nexus 
of questions about religion, commerce, and the law in colonial Mexico. Danielle Terrazas Williams has 
produced a dazzling and important contribution to the history of women, family, race, and slavery in the 
Americas.”—Sophie White, author of Voices of the Enslaved The Capital of Free Women examines how 
African-descended women strove for dignity in seventeenth-century Mexico. Free women in central 
Veracruz, sometimes just one generation removed from slavery, purchased land, ran businesses, 
managed intergenerational wealth, and owned slaves of African descent. Drawing from archives in 
Mexico, Spain, and Italy, Danielle Terrazas Williams explores the lives of African-descended women 
across the economic spectrum, evaluates their elite sensibilities, and challenges notions of race and 
class in the colonial period.

Africans to Spanish America

Cover -- Title Page -- Copyright Page -- Contents -- Introduction Sherwin K. Bryant, Ben Vinson III, and 
Rachel Sarah O'Toole -- Part 1. Complicating Identity in the African Diaspora to Spanish America -- 1. 
The Shape of a Diaspora: The Movement of Afro-Iberians to Colonial Spanish America Leo J. Garofal 
-- 2. African Diasporic Ethnicity in Mexico City to 1650 Frank "Trey" Proctor III -- 3. To Be Free and 
Lucumí: Ana de la Calle and Making African Diaspora Identities in Colonial Peru Ra -- Part 2. Royal 
Subjects, Loyal Christians, and Saints in the Alley -- 4. Between the Cross and the Sword: Religious 
Conquest and Maroon Legitimacy in Colonial Esmeraldas- -- 5. Afro-Mexican Saintly Devotion in a 
Mexico City Alley Joan C. Bristol -- 6. "The Lord walks among the pots and pans": Religious Servants 
of Colonial Lima Nancy E. van Deusen -- Part 3. Comparisons and Whitening Revisited: Race and 
Gender in Colonial Cuba -- 7. Whitening Revisited: Nineteenth-Century Cuban Counterpoints Karen 
Y. Morrison -- 8. Tensions of Race, Gender, and Midwifery in Colonial Cuba Michele Reid-Vazquez -- 
9. The African American Experience in Comparative Perspective: The Current Question of the Debate 
He -- Glossary -- Bibliography -- List of Contributors -- Acknowledgments -- Index -- back cover.

Slaves of the White God



'An excellent source on past and present debates, and a coherent and insightful set of proposals 
concerning methodology'.International Affairs'More than merely providing a student's textbook. [Wade] 
covers the main themes and offers a comprehensive overview of the relevant debates ... an excellent 
textbook.'European Review of Latin American and Caribbean Studies'Wade's latest book is intelligent 
and easy-to-read, and represents a significant contribution to the knowledge and understanding of the 
dynamics of race and ethnicity in Latin America.'Patterns of Prejudice

Race And Ethnicity In Latin America

"History in North, Central, and South Americas. In the Bourbon New Spain (Mexico), taxes, including 
those from Mexicans of African descent who were free, were a rich, reliable source of revenue for 
the Crown. Taxing Blackness examines the experiences of Afromexicans and this tribute to get at the 
meanings of race, political loyalty, and legal privileges within the Spanish colonial regime. Gharala 
focuses on both the mechanisms officials used to define the status of free people of African descent 
as well as the responses of free-colored people to these categories and strategies. Her study spans 
the eighteenth century and focuses on a single institution to offer readers a closer look at the place 
of free-colored people in Mexico, which was the most profitable and populous colony of the Spanish 
Atlantic"--

Taxing Blackness

Focuses on enslaved families and their social networks in the city of Puebla de los Ángeles in 
seventeenth-century colonial Mexico.

Urban Slavery in Colonial Mexico

Academies were a prevalent form of higher schooling during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in 
the United States. The authors in this volume look at the academy as the dominant institution of higher 
schooling in the United States, highlighting the academy's role in the formation of middle class social 
networks and culture in the mid-nineteenth century. They also reveal the significance of the academy for 
ethnic, religious, and racial minorities who organized independent academies in the face of exclusion 
and discrimination by other private and public institutions.

Chartered Schools

The first study of the complex relationships among the races in Latin America after Spanish coloniza-
tion.

Beyond Black and Red

Beyond Slavery traces the enduring impact and legacy of the African diaspora in Latin America 
and the Caribbean in the modern era. In a rich set of essays, the volume explores the multiple 
ways that Africans have affected political, economic, and cultural life throughout the region. The 
contributors engage readers interested in the African diaspora in a series of vigorous debates ranging 
from agency and resistance to transculturation, displacement, cross-national dialogue, and popular 
culture. Documenting the array of diverse voices of Afro-Latin Americans throughout the region, this 
interdisciplinary book brings to life both their histories and contemporary experiences.

Beyond Slavery

North America is more a political and an economic invention than a place people call home. Nonethe-
less, the region shared by the United States and its closest neighbors, North America, is an intriguing 
frame for comparative American studies. Continental Divides is the first book to study the patterns 
of contact, exchange, conflict, and disavowal among cultures that span the borders of Canada, the 
United States, and Mexico. Rachel Adams considers a broad range of literary, filmic, and visual texts 
that exemplify cultural traffic across North American borders. She investigates how our understanding 
of key themes, genres, and periods within U.S. cultural study is deepened, and in some cases 
transformed, when Canada and Mexico enter the picture. How, for example, does the work of the iconic 
American writer Jack Kerouac read differently when his Franco-American origins and Mexican travels 
are taken into account? Or how would our conception of American modernism be altered if Mexico 
were positioned as a center of artistic and political activity? In this engaging analysis, Adams charts 



the lengthy and often unrecognized traditions of neighborly exchange, both hostile and amicable, that 
have left an imprint on North America’s varied cultures.

Continental Divides

This work examines slave emancipation and opposition to it as a far-reaching, national event with 
profound social, political, and cultural consequences. The author analyzes multiple views of the African 
American child to demonstrate how Americans contested and defended slavery and its abolition.

Raising Freedom's Child

This book deepens our understanding of race and the implications of racial mixture by examining the 
history of caste in colonial Mexico.

Before Mestizaje

Unlike most books on slavery in the Americas, this social history of Africans and their enslaved 
descendants in colonial Costa Rica recounts the journey of specific people from West Africa to the 
New World. Tracing the experiences of Africans on two Danish slave ships that arrived in Costa Rica 
in 1710, the Christianus Quintus and Fredericus Quartus, the author examines slavery in Costa Rica 
from 1600 to 1750. Lohse looks at the ethnic origins of the Africans and narrates their capture and 
transport to the coast, their embarkation and passage, and finally their acculturation to slavery and 
their lives as slaves in Costa Rica. Following the experiences of girls and boys, women and men, he 
shows how the conditions of slavery in a unique local setting determined the constraints that slaves 
faced and how they responded to their condition.

Africans Into Creoles

This collection examines the mutually influential interactions of gender and the state in Latin America 
from the late colonial period to the end of the twentieth century. Locating watershed moments in the 
processes of gender construction by the organized power of the ruling classes and in the processes by 
which gender has conditioned state-making, Hidden Histories of Gender and the State in Latin America 
remedies the lack of such considerations in previous studies of state formation. Along these lines, the 
book begins with two theoretical chapters by the editors, Elizabeth Dore and Maxine Molyneux. Dore 
opens by arguing against the prevailing view that the nineteenth century was marked by a gradual 
emancipation of women, while Molyneux considers how various Latin American state forms—liberal, 
corporatist, socialist, neoliberal—have more recently sought to incorporate women into their projects 
of social reform and modernization. These essays are followed by twelve case studies that examine 
how states have contributed to the normalization of male and female roles and relations. Covering 
an impressive breadth not only of historical time but also of geographical scope, this volume moves 
from Brazil to Costa Rica, from Mexico to Chile, traversing many countries in between. Contributors 
explore such topics as civic ritual in Bolivia, rape in war-torn Colombia, and the legal construction 
of patriarchy in Argentina. They examine the public regulation of domestic life, feminist lobby groups, 
class compromise, female slaves, and women in rural households—distinct, salient aspects of the 
state-gender relationship in specific countries at specific historical junctures. By providing a richly 
descriptive and theoretically grounded account of the interaction between state and gender politics 
in Latin America, this volume contributes to an important conversation between feminists interested in 
the state and political scientists interested in gender. It will be valuable to such disciplines as history, 
sociology, international comparative studies, and Latin American studies. Contributors. María Eugenia 
Chaves, Elizabeth Dore, Rebecca Earle, Jo Fisher, Laura Gotkowitz, Donna J. Guy, Fiona Macaulay, 
Maxine Molyneux, Eugenia Rodriguez, Karin Alejandra Rosemblatt, Ann Varley, Mary Kay Vaughan

Hidden Histories of Gender and the State in Latin America

Many of the earliest Africans to arrive in the Americas came to Central America with Spanish colonists 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and people of African descent constituted the majority of 
nonindigenous populations in the region long thereafter. Yet in the development of national identities and 
historical consciousness, Central American nations have often countenanced widespread practices 
of social, political, and regional exclusion of blacks. The postcolonial development of mestizo or 
mixed-race ideologies of national identity have systematically downplayed African ancestry and social 
and political involvement in favor of Spanish and Indian heritage and contributions. In addition, a 



powerful sense of place and belonging has led many peoples of African descent in Central America 
to identify themselves as something other than African American, reinforcing the tendency of local 
and foreign scholars to see Central America as peripheral to the African diaspora in the Americas. 
The essays in this collection begin to recover the forgotten and downplayed histories of blacks in 
Central America, demonstrating the centrality of African Americans to the region’s history from the 
earliest colonial times to the present. They reveal how modern nationalist attempts to define mixed-race 
majorities as “Indo-Hispanic,” or as anything but African American, clash with the historical record of the 
first region of the Americas in which African Americans not only gained the right to vote but repeatedly 
held high office, including the presidency, following independence from Spain in 1821. Contributors. 
Rina Cáceres Gómez, Lowell Gudmundson, Ronald Harpelle, Juliet Hooker, Catherine Komisaruk, 
Russell Lohse, Paul Lokken, Mauricio Meléndez Obando, Karl H. Offen, Lara Putnam, Justin Wolfe

Blacks and Blackness in Central America

Middle Eastern immigration to Mexico is one of the intriguing, untold stories in the history of both 
regions. In So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico, Theresa Alfaro-Velcamp presents the fascinating 
findings of her extensive fieldwork in Mexico as well as in Lebanon and Syria, which included compre-
hensive data collection from more than 8,000 original immigration cards as well as studies of decades of 
legal publications and the collection of historiographies from descendents of Middle Eastern immigrants 
living in Mexico today. Adding an important chapter to studies of the Arab diaspora, Alfaro-Velcamp's 
study shows that political instability in both Mexico and the Middle East kept many from fulfilling their 
dreams of returning to their countries of origin after realizing wealth in Mexico, in a few cases drawing 
on an imagined Phoenician past to create a class of economically powerful Lebanese Mexicans. She 
also explores the repercussions of xenophobia in Mexico, the effect of religious differences, and the 
impact of key events such as the Mexican Revolution. Challenging the post-revolutionary definitions 
of mexicanidad and exposing new aspects of the often contradictory attitudes of Mexicans toward 
foreigners, So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico should spark timely dialogues regarding race and 
ethnicity, and the essence of Mexican citizenship.

So Far from Allah, So Close to Mexico

This innovative anthology focuses on the enslavement, middle passage, American experience, and 
return to Africa of a single cultural group, the Yoruba. Moving beyond descriptions of generic African 
experiences, this anthology will allow students to trace the experiences of one cultural group throughout 
the cycle of the slave experience in the Americas. The 19 essays, employing a variety of disciplinary 
perspectives, provide a detailed study of how the Yoruba were integrated into the Atlantic world through 
the slave trade and slavery, the transformations of Yoruba identities and culture, and the strategies 
for resistance employed by the Yoruba in the New World. The contributors are Augustine H. Agwuele, 
Christine Ayorinde, Matt D. Childs, Gibril R. Cole, David Eltis, Toyin Falola, C. Magbaily Fyle, Rosalyn 
Howard, Robin Law, Babatunde Lawal, Russell Lohse, Paul E. Lovejoy, Beatriz G. Mamigonian, Robin 
Moore, Ann O'Hear, Luis Nicolau ParÃ©s, Michele Reid, João JosÃ© Reis, Kevin Roberts, and Mariza 
de Carvalho Soares. Blacks in the Diaspora -- Claude A. Clegg III, editor Darlene Clark Hine, David 
Barry Gaspar, and John McCluskey, founding editors

The Yoruba Diaspora in the Atlantic World

Discusses the life and boxing career of Jack Johnson.

Jack Johnson, Rebel Sojourner

Essential essays from “one of the most prolific, provocative, and pre-eminent historians working in 
the field of Mexican and Latin-American history today” (Susan Deans-Smith, author of Bureaucrats, 
Planters, and Workers). This collection brings together a group of important and influential essays 
on Mexican history and historiography by Eric Van Young, a leading scholar in the field. The essays, 
several of which appear here in English for the first time, are primarily historiographical; that is, they 
address the ways in which separate historical literatures have developed over time. They cover a 
wide range of topics: the historiography of the colonial and nineteenth-century Mexican and Latin 
American countryside; historical writing in English on the history of colonial Mexico; British, American, 
and Mexican historical writing on the Mexican Independence movement; the methodology of regional 
and cultural history; and the relationship of cultural to economic history. Some of the essays have 
been and will continue to be controversial, while others—for example, those on studies of the Mexican 



hacienda since 1980, on the theory and method of regional history, and on the “new cultural history” of 
Mexico—are widely considered classics of the genre. “Van Young is one of the two or three preeminent 
thinkers in the Mexican and Latin American field whose essays are of such pioneering and enduring 
value to warrant this kind of greatest hits collection. Not only does he cross fields and disciplines and 
integrate northern and southern intellectual currents, his essays are a pleasure to read and constitute 
a rare combination of analytical bite, erudition, and playfulness.” —Gilbert M. Joseph, Yale University

Writing Mexican History

Drawing on archives on both sides of the border, the author chronicles the political currents which 
created and then undermined the Mexican border as a relative safe haven for African Americans.

Black and Brown

The essays in this book demonstrate the importance of transatlantic and intra-American slave traf-
ficking in the development of colonial Spanish America, highlighting the Spanish colonies’ previously 
underestimated significance within the broader history of the slave trade. Spanish America received 
African captives not only directly via the transatlantic slave trade but also from slave markets in 
the Portuguese, English, Dutch, French, and Danish Americas, ultimately absorbing more enslaved 
Africans than any other imperial jurisdiction in the Americas except Brazil. The contributors focus on the 
histories of slave trafficking to, within, and across highly diverse regions of Spanish America throughout 
the entire colonial period, with themes ranging from the earliest known transatlantic slaving voyages 
during the sixteenth century to the evolution of antislavery efforts within the Spanish empire. Students 
and scholars will find the comprehensive study and analysis in From the Galleons to the Highlands 
invaluable in examining the study of the slave trade to colonial Spanish America. Understanding Latin 
America demands dialogue, deep exploration, and frank discussion of key topics. Founded by Lyman 
L. Johnson in 1992 and edited since 2013 by Kris Lane, the Diálogos Series focuses on innovative 
scholarship in Latin American history and related fields. The series, the most successful of its type, 
includes specialist works accessible to a wide readership and a variety of thematic titles, all ideally 
suited for classroom adoption by university and college teachers.

From the Galleons to the Highlands

An exploration of the Totonac native community of Papantla, Veracruz, during the last half of the 
eighteenth century. Told through the lens of violent revolt, this is the first book-length study devoted to 
Papantla during the colonial era. The book tells the story of a native community confronting significant 
disruption of its agricultural tradition, and the violence that change provoked. Papantla's story is told in 
the form of an investigation into the political, social, and ethnic experience of an agrarian community. 
The Bourbon monopolisation of tobacco in 1764 disturbed a fragile balance, and pushed long-term 
native frustrations to the point of violence. Through the stories of four uprisings, Jake Frederick 
examines the Totonacs increasingly difficult economic environment, their view of justice, and their 
political tactics. Riot! argues that for the native community of Papantla, the nature of colonial rule 
was, even in the waning decades of the colonial era, a process of negotiation rather than subjugation. 
The second half of the eighteenth century saw an increase in collective violence across the Spanish 
American colonies as communities reacted to the strains imposed by the various Bourbon reforms. 
Riot! provides a much needed exploration of what the colony-wide policy reforms of Bourbon Spain 
meant on the ground in rural communities in New Spain. The narrative of each uprising draws the 
reader into the crisis as it unfolds, providing an entree into an analysis of the event. The focus on the 
community provides a new understanding of the demographics of this rural community, including an 
account of the as yet unexamined black population of Papantla.

Riot!

Vividly recounting the lives of enslaved women in eighteenth-century Bridgetown, Barbados, and their 
conditions of confinement through urban, legal, sexual, and representational power wielded by slave 
owners, authorities, and the archive, Marisa J. Fuentes challenges how histories of vulnerable and 
invisible subjects are written.

Dispossessed Lives



This classic history of the Mexican hacienda from the colonial period through the nineteenth century has 
been reissued in a silver anniversary edition complete with a substantive new introduction and foreword. 
Eric Van Young explores 150 years of Mexico's economic and rural development, a period when one of 
history's great empires was trying to extract more resources from its most important colony, and when 
an arguably capitalist economy was both expanding and taking deeper root. The author explains the 
development of a regional agrarian system, centered on the landed estates of late colonial Mexico, the 
central economic and social institution of an overwhelmingly rural society. With rich empirical detail, he 
meticulously describes the features of the rural economy, including patterns of land ownership, credit 
and investment, labor relations, the structure of production, and the relationship of a major colonial city 
to its surrounding area. The book's most interesting and innovative element is its emphasis on the way 
the system of rural economy shaped, and was shaped by, the internal logic of a great spatial system, the 
region of Guadalajara. Van Young argues that Guadalajara's population growth progressively integrated 
the large geographical region surrounding the city through the mechanisms of the urban market for 
grain and meat, which in turn put pressure on local land and labor resources. Eventually this drove white 
and Indian landowners into increasingly sharp conflict and led to the progressive proletarianization of 
the region's peasantry during the last decades of the Spanish colonial era. It is no accident, given 
this history, that the Guadalajara region was one of the major areas of armed insurrection for most of 
the decade during Mexico's struggle for independence from Spain. By highlighting the way haciendas 
worked and changed over time, this indispensable study illuminates Mexico's economic and social 
history, the movement for independence, and the origins of the Mexican Revolution.

Hacienda and Market in Eighteenth-Century Mexico

This volume demonstrates how, from the beginning of the Atlantic slave trade, enslaved and free 
Africans in the Americas used Catholicism and Christian-derived celebrations as spaces for au-
tonomous cultural expression, social organization, and political empowerment. Their appropriation of 
Catholic-based celebrations calls into question the long-held idea that Africans and their descendants 
in the diaspora either resignedly accepted Christianity or else transformed its religious rituals into 
syncretic objects of stealthy resistance. In cities and on plantations throughout the Americas, men and 
women of African birth or descent staged mock battles against heathens, elected Christian queens and 
kings with great pageantry, and gathered in festive rituals to express their devotion to saints. Many of 
these traditions endure in the twenty-first century. The contributors to this volume draw connections 
between these Afro-Catholic festivals—observed from North America to South America and the 
Caribbean—and their precedents in the early modern kingdom of Kongo, one of the main regions of 
origin of men and women enslaved in the New World. This transatlantic perspective offers a useful 
counterpoint to the Yoruba focus prevailing in studies of African diasporic religions and reveals how 
Kongo-infused Catholicism constituted a site for the formation of black Atlantic tradition. Afro-Catholic 
Festivals in the Americas complicates the notion of Christianity as a European tool of domination 
and enhances our comprehension of the formation and trajectory of black religious culture on the 
American continent. It will be of great interest to scholars of African diaspora, religion, Christianity, and 
performance. In addition to the editor, the contributors include Kevin Dawson, Jeroen Dewulf, Junia 
Ferreira Furtado, Michael Iyanaga, Dianne M. Stewart, Miguel A. Valerio, and Lisa Voigt.

Afro-Catholic Festivals in the Americas

The Companion to Latin American History collects the work of leading experts in the field to create a 
single-source overview of the diverse history and current trends in the study of Latin America. Presents 
a state-of-the-art overview of the history of Latin America Written by the top international experts in the 
field 28 chapters come together as a superlative single source of information for scholars and students 
Recognizes the breadth and diversity of Latin American history by providing systematic chronological 
and geographical coverage Covers both historical trends and new areas of interest

A Companion to Latin American History

An up-close view of the movement to make “Afro-Mexican” an official cultural category Through 
historical and ethnographic research, Blackness in Mexico delves into the ongoing movement toward 
recognizing Black Mexicans as a cultural group within a nation that has long viewed the non-Black 
Mestizo as the archetypal citizen. Anthony Jerry focuses on this process in Mexico’s Costa Chica region 
in order to explore the relational aspects of citizenship and the place of Black people in how modern 
citizenship is imagined. Jerry’s study of the Costa Chica shows the political stakes of the national 



project for Black recognition; the shared but competing interests of the Mexican government, activists, 
and townspeople; and the ways that the state and NGOs are working to make “Afro-Mexican” an official 
cultural category. He argues that that the demand for recognition by Black communities calls attention 
to how the Mestizo has become an intuitive point of reference for identifying who qualifies as “other.” 
Jerry also demonstrates that while official recognition can potentially empower African descendants, 
it can simultaneously reproduce the same logics of difference that have brought about their social and 
political exclusion. One of few books to center Blackness within a discussion of Mexico or to incorporate 
a focus on Mexico into Black studies, this book ultimately argues that the official project for recognition 
is itself a methodology of mestizaje, an opportunity for the government to continue to use Blackness to 
define the national subject and to further the Mexican national project. A volume in the series New World 
Diasporas, edited by Kevin A. Yelvington Publication of this work made possible by a Sustaining the 
Humanities through the American Rescue Plan grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Blackness in Mexico

While Africans and their descendants have lived in Mexico for centuries, many Afro-Mexicans do not 
consider themselves to be either black or African. For almost a century, Mexico has promoted an ideal of 
its citizens as having a combination of indigenous and European ancestry. This obscures the presence 
of African, Asian, and other populations that have contributed to the growth of the nation. However, 
performance studies—of dance, music, and theatrical events—reveal the influence of African people 
and their cultural productions on Mexican society. In this work, Anita González articulates African 
ethnicity and artistry within the broader panorama of Mexican culture by featuring dance events that 
are performed either by Afro-Mexicans or by other ethnic Mexican groups about Afro-Mexicans. She 
illustrates how dance reflects upon social histories and relationships and documents how residents of 
some sectors of Mexico construct their histories through performance. Festival dances and, sometimes, 
professional staged dances point to a continuing negotiation among Native American, Spanish, African, 
and other ethnic identities within the evolving nation of Mexico. These performances embody the mobile 
histories of ethnic encounters because each dance includes a spectrum of characters based upon local 
situations and historical memories.

Afro-Mexico

Examines the full range of humanities and social science scholarship on people of African descent in 
Latin America.

Afro-Latin American Studies
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