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Explore the compelling moral case for abortion, delving into the ethical arguments that underscore 
reproductive autonomy and human agency. This analysis examines diverse perspectives supporting 
pro-choice ethics, highlighting the complex intersection of individual rights, societal well-being, and 
abortion rights morality within contemporary discourse.

Course materials cover topics from beginner to advanced levels.
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The Moral Case for Abortion

"Under Furedi's leadership, the British Pregnancy Advisory Service pledged never to turn away a 
request for abortion that we could safely and legally provide. This is the theory behind that practice. 
Moral decisions should be made by those who will live with them. This is a crucial read for anyone who 
wants to understand what it means to believe in women's reproductive autonomy." Clare Murphy, Chief 
Executive British Pregnancy Advisory Service This revised and updated edition of the 2016 bestselling 
work sets out the moral arguments for a woman's right to decide the future of her pregnancy. Drawing 
on traditions of philosophical and sociological thinking, it presents the case for recognizing autonomy 
in personal, private decision-making about reproductive intentions. Further, it argues that to prevent a 
woman making this decision according to her own values is to undermine the essence of her humanity. 
The author explores how true respect for human life and regard for individual conscience demands that 
we support a woman's right to decide, and that support for her right to terminate her pregnancy has 
moral foundations and ethical integrity. This second edition features a foreword by US abortion provider 
and reproductive justice advocate Dr. Willie Parker, as well as additional chapters that consider the 
rights of doctors and nurses to withdraw from abortion provision on grounds of conscience. Furedi also 
surveys the rapidly changing landscape of the abortion debate, including the rights of women in the 
aftermath of Trump's presidency; debates, politics and religion in Northern Ireland and the Republic 
of Ireland; and the differing levels of provision across Europe. Ann Furedi has been a leading global 
pro-choice advocate for almost 40 years, 17 years as CEO of British Pregnancy Advisory Service. She 
has written extensively on the ethics of abortion and was awarded an Honorary Doctorate in Social 
Sciences by the University of Kent in recognition of her contribution.

The Moral Case for Abortion

This thought-provoking book sets out the ethical arguments for a woman’s right to choose. Drawing on 
the traditions of sociological thinking and moral philosophy, it maintains that there is a strong moral case 
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for recognizing autonomy in personal decision-making about reproductive intentions. More than this, it 
argues that to prevent a woman from making her own choice to continue or end her pregnancy is to 
undermine the essence of her humanity. The author, a provider of abortion services in the UK, asserts 
that true respect for human life and true regard for individual conscience demand that we respect a 
woman’s right to decide, and that support for a woman’s right to a termination has moral foundations 
and ethical integrity. This fresh perspective on abortion will interest both pro- and anti-choice individuals 
and organizations, along with academics in the fields of gender studies, philosophy, ethics and religion.

The Moral Case for Abortion

This thought-provoking book sets out the ethical arguments for a woman’s right to choose. Drawing on 
the traditions of sociological thinking and moral philosophy, it maintains that there is a strong moral case 
for recognizing autonomy in personal decision-making about reproductive intentions. More than this, it 
argues that to prevent a woman from making her own choice to continue or end her pregnancy is to 
undermine the essence of her humanity. The author, a provider of abortion services in the UK, asserts 
that true respect for human life and true regard for individual conscience demand that we respect a 
woman’s right to decide, and that support for a woman’s right to a termination has moral foundations 
and ethical integrity. This fresh perspective on abortion will interest both pro- and anti-choice individuals 
and organizations, along with academics in the fields of gender studies, philosophy, ethics and religion.

Defending Life

Defending Life is arguably the most comprehensive defense of the pro-life position on abortion - morally, 
legally, and politically - that has ever been published in an academic monograph. It offers a detailed 
and critical analysis of Roe v. Wade and Planned Parenthood v. Casey as well as arguments by those 
who defend a Rawlsian case for abortion-choice, such as J. J. Thomson. The author defends the 
substance view of persons as the view with the most explanatory power. The substance view entails 
that the unborn is a subject of moral rights from conception. While defending this view, the author 
responds to the arguments of thinkers such as Boonin, Dworkin, Stretton, Ford and Brody. He also 
critiques Thomson's famous violinist argument and its revisions by Boonin and McDonagh. Defending 
Life includes chapters critiquing arguments found in popular politics and the controversy over cloning 
and stem cell research.

Arguments about Abortion

Does the morality of abortion depend on the moral status of the human fetus? Must the law of abortion 
presume an answer to the question of when personhood begins? Can a law which permits late abortion 
but not infanticide be morally justified? These are just some of the questions this book sets out to 
address. With an extended analysis of the moral and legal status of abortion, Kate Greasley offers 
an alternative account to the reputable arguments of Ronald Dworkin and Judith Jarvis Thomson and 
instead brings the philosophical notion of 'personhood' to the foreground of this debate. Structured in 
three parts, the book will (I) consider the relevance of prenatal personhood for the moral and legal 
evaluation of abortion; (II) trace the key features of the conventional debate about when personhood 
begins and explore the most prominent issues in abortion ethics literature: the human equality problem 
and the difference between abortion and infanticide; and (III) examine abortion law and regulation as 
well as the differing attitudes to selective abortion. The book concludes with a snapshot into the current 
controversy surrounding the scope of the right to conscientiously object to participation in abortion 
provision.

Abortion Rights

Presents critical and forcefully argued debate between two moral philosophers, setting out strong cases 
on both sides of the argument.

The Ethics of Abortion

Appealing to reason rather than religious belief, this book is the most comprehensive case against 
the choice of abortion yet published. The Ethics of Abortion critically evaluates all the major grounds 
for denying fetal personhood, including the views of those who defend not only abortion but also 
infanticide. It also provides several (non-theological) justifications for the conclusion that all human 
beings, including those in utero, should be respected as persons. This book also critiques the view that 



abortion is not wrong even if the human fetus is a person. The Ethics of Abortion examines hard cases 
for those who are prolife, such as abortion in cases of rape or in order to save the mother’s life, as 
well as hard cases for defenders of abortion, such as sex selection abortion and the rationale for being 
“personally opposed” but publically supportive of abortion. It concludes with a discussion of whether 
artificial wombs might end the abortion debate. Answering the arguments of defenders of abortion, this 
book provides reasoned justification for the view that all intentional abortions are morally wrong and 
that doctors and nurses who object to abortion should not be forced to act against their consciences.

Life's Work

An outspoken Christian reproductive-justice advocate draws on his upbringing in the Deep South and 
his experiences as a physician and abortion provider to explain why he believes that helping women 
in need without judgment is in accordance with Christian values.

The Structure of Moral Revolutions

A theoretical account of moral revolutions, illustrated by historical cases that include the criminalization 
and decriminalization of abortion and the patient rebellion against medical paternalism. We live in an 
age of moral revolutions in which the once morally outrageous has become morally acceptable, and the 
formerly acceptable is now regarded as reprehensible. Attitudes toward same-sex love, for example, 
and the proper role of women, have undergone paradigm shifts over the last several decades. In this 
book, Robert Baker argues that these inversions are the product of moral revolutions that follow a 
pattern similar to that of the scientific revolutions analyzed by Thomas Kuhn in his influential book, The 
Structure of Scientific Revolutions. After laying out the theoretical terrain, Baker develops his argument 
with examples of moral reversals from the recent and distant past. He describes the revolution, led 
by the utilitarian philosopher Jeremy Bentham, that transformed the postmortem dissection of human 
bodies from punitive desecration to civic virtue; the criminalization of abortion in the nineteenth century 
and its decriminalization in the twentieth century; and the invention of a new bioethics paradigm in the 
1970s and 1980s, supporting a patient-led rebellion against medical paternalism. Finally, Baker reflects 
on moral relativism, arguing that the acceptance of “absolute” moral truths denies us the diversity of 
moral perspectives that permit us to alter our morality in response to changing environments.

Making a Case for Stricter Abortion Laws

This book questions how abortion laws can be regulated in a time when abortion rights are still 
subject to intense debate. It addresses objections to basing abortion law on considerations of moral 
risk, presents two anti-abortion arguments – the deprivation argument and the substance view – to 
demonstrate the risk of permitting abortion, and discusses the moral risk of restricting access to 
abortion when it may unjustifiably harm women. The author also shows how welfare states can address 
the negative effects of restrictive abortion laws by preventive, mitigative and compensatory measures. 
This is a thought-provoking and challenging book that will be of great interest to those considering 
abortion laws across the fields of medical ethics, bioethics, moral philosophy, law and politics.

The Moral Case for Abortion

This revised and updated edition of the 2016 bestselling work sets out the moral arguments for a 
woman’s right to decide the future of her pregnancy. Drawing on traditions of philosophical and soci-
ological thinking, it presents the case for recognizing autonomy in personal, private decision-making 
about reproductive intentions. Further, it argues that to prevent a woman making this decision according 
to her own values is to undermine the essence of her humanity. The author explores how true respect 
for human life and regard for individual conscience demands that we support a woman’s right to decide, 
and that support for her right to terminate her pregnancy has moral foundations and ethical integrity. 
This second edition features a foreword by US abortion provider and reproductive justice advocate Dr. 
Willie Parker, as well as additional chapters that consider the rights of doctors and nurses to withdraw 
from abortion provision on grounds of conscience. Furedi also surveys the rapidly changing landscape 
of the abortion debate, including the rights of women in the aftermath of Trump's presidency; debates, 
politics and religion in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland; and the differing levels of provision 
across Europe.

A Defense of Abortion



David Boonin has written the most thorough and detailed case for the moral permissibility of abortion 
yet published. Critically examining a wide range of arguments that attempt to prove that every human 
fetus has a right to life, he shows that each of these arguments fails on its own terms. He then explains 
how even if the fetus does have a right to life, abortion can still be shown to be morally permissible on 
the critic of abortion's own terms.

Creation and Abortion

Based on a non-consequentialist ethical theory, this book critically examines the prevalent view that 
if a fetus has the moral standing of a person, it has a right to life and abortion is impermissible. Most 
discussion of abortion has assumed that this view is correct, and so has focused on the question 
of the personhood of the fetus. Kamm begins by considering in detail the permissibility of killing in 
non-abortion cases which are similar to abortion cases. She goes on to consider the case for the 
permissibility of abortion in many types of pregnancies, including ones resulting from rape, voluntary 
pregnancy, and pregnancy resulting from a voluntary sex act, even if the fetus is considered a person. 
This argument emerges as part of a broader theory of creating new people responsibly. Kamm explores 
the implications of this argument for informed consent to abortion; responsibilities in pregnancy that is 
not aborted, and the significance of extra-uterine gestation devices for the permissibility of abortion.

Abortion and the Moral Significance of Merely Possible Persons

1.1 Goals 1.1.1 I have two main goals in this book. The first is to give an account of the moral significance 
of merely possible persons – persons who, relative to a particular 1 circumstance, or possible future 
or world, could but in fact never do exist. I call that account Variabilism. My second goal is to use 
Variabilism to begin to address the problem of abortion. 1.1.2 We ought to do the best we can for 
people. And we consider this obligation to extend to people who are, relative to a world, existing or 
future. But does it extend to merely possible people as well? And, if it does, then does it extend to 
making things better for them by way of bringing them into existence? If we say that surely it doesn’t, 
does that then mean that our obligation to do the best we can for people does not, after all, extend to 
the merely possible – that the merely p- sible do not matter morally? But if the merely possible do not 
matter morally, then doesn’t that mean that it would be permissible for us to bring them into miserable 
existences – and even obligatory to do just that – in the case where bringing the merely possible into 
miserable existences creates additional wellbeing for existing 1 References to merely possible persons 
and, later on, to persons who do exist – existing persons

Abortion Ethics in a Nutshell

Hi, I'm Matt Deaton, a laid-back philosophy professor with a mild Tennessee drawl. Of all the issues I've 
had the pleasure to ponder, abortion remains my favorite. Maybe because I enjoy helping people see 
the humanity in the "other" side. Maybe because the thought experiments are especially creative. Or 
maybe because it's where I can do the most to ease political tensions and strengthen civic friendship. 
Download the first chapter to sample my style. But as far as I can tell, the traditional pro-this vs. 
pro-that paradigm is a grossly oversimplified myth. Designed by politicians and media types who profit 
from our division, we're taught to look at those who disagree with us as not only stupid, but evil. 
The result: we watch, spend and vote in ways that benefit them, yet harm us, splintering houses of 
worship, friendships and our polity itself. The (partial) solution: an honest, sober look at some of the 
best arguments professional ethicists have offered, and an earnest invitation to think through the issue 
anew, focused on win-wins and principled reconciliation. As every honest person admits, abortion is 
too complicated for one favored "right" to override all other concerns. Rather, several morally legitimate 
claims are in need of examination and balance, including the interests of the mother, the value of the 
potential person growing within her, the resulting child's expected quality of life, the father's autonomy, 
and even the impact on extended family and possibly society at large. This becomes apparent via 
a simple yet illuminating exercise in Chapter Four: "Rate That Abortion." One bit of hope: artificial 
wombs may someday solve the traditional tension, simultaneously enabling choice and life. As ethicists 
Peter Singer and Deanne Wells put it, "Abortions would in effect become early births," enabling sworn 
enemies from the decades-long abortion wars to "embrace in happy harmony." But would such a 
medical miracle cause more problems than it eases? Find out. And enrich your own view with the 
power of some of the best arguments moral thinkers have had to offer, summarized and narrated by a 
laid-back Tennessee philosopher. Cheers, Matt (MattDeaton.com)



Beyond the Abortion Wars: A Way Forward for a New Generation

Now in paperback A terribly timely take on the polarized abortion debate The abortion debate in the 
United States is confused. Ratings-driven media coverage highlights extreme views and creates the 
illusion that we are stuck in a hopeless stalemate. In this book (published in hardcover in March 2015) 
Charles Camosy argues that our polarized public discourse hides the fact that most Americans actually 
agree on the major issues at stake in abortion morality and law. Unpacking the complexity of the 
abortion issue, Camosy shows that placing oneself on either side of the typical polarizations -- pro-life 
vs. pro-choice, liberal vs. conservative, Democrat vs. Republican -- only serves to further confuse the 
debate and limits our ability to have fruitful dialogue. Camosy then proposes a new public policy that 
he believes is consistent with the beliefs of the broad majority of Americans and supported by the best 
ideas and arguments about abortion from both secular and religious sources.

Scarlet A

Winner of the NCTE George Orwell Award for Distinguished Contribution to Honesty and Clarity in 
Public Language Although Roe v. Wade identified abortion as a constitutional right in1973, it still bears 
stigma--a proverbial scarlet A. Millions of Americans have participated in or benefited from an abortion, 
but few want to reveal that they have done so. Approximately one in five pregnancies in the US ends 
in abortion. Why is something so common, which has been legal so long, still a source of shame and 
secrecy? Why is it so regularly debated by politicians, and so seldom divulged from friend to friend? 
This book explores the personal stigma that prevents many from sharing their abortion experiences 
with friends and family in private conversation, and the structural stigma that keeps it that way. In public 
discussion, both proponents and opponents of abortion's legality tend to focus on extraordinary cases. 
This tendency keeps the national debate polarized and contentious, and keeps our focus on the cases 
that occur the least. Professor Katie Watson focuses instead on the cases that happen the most, which 
she calls "ordinary abortion." Scarlet A gives the reflective reader a more accurate impression of what 
the majority of American abortion practice really looks like. It explains how our silence around private 
experience has distorted public opinion, and how including both ordinary abortion and abortion ethics 
could make our public exchanges more fruitful. In Scarlet A, Watson wisely and respectfully navigates 
one of the most divisive topics in contemporary life. This book explains the law of abortion, challenges 
the toxic politics that make it a public football and private secret, offers tools for more productive private 
exchanges, and leads the way to a more robust public discussion of abortion ethics. Scarlet A combines 
storytelling and statistics to bring the story of ordinary abortion out of the shadows, painting a rich, 
rarely seen picture of how patients and doctors currently think and act, and ultimately inviting readers 
to tell their own stories and draw their own conclusions. The paperback edition includes a new preface 
by the author addressing new cultural developments in abortion discourse and new legal threats to 
reproductive rights, and updated statistics throughout.

Beyond Roe

Most arguments for or against abortion focus on one question: is the fetus a person? In this provocative 
and important book, David Boonin defends the claim that even if the fetus is a person with the same 
right to life you and I have, abortion should still be legal, and most current restrictions on abortion 
should be abolished. Beyond Roe points to a key legal precedent: McFall v. Shimp. In 1978, an ailing 
Robert McFall sued his cousin, David Shimp, asking the court to order Shimp to provide McFall with 
the bone marrow he needed. The court ruled in Shimp's favor and McFall soon died. Boonin extracts a 
compelling lesson from the case of McFall v. Shimp--that having a right to life does not give a person 
the right to use another person's body even if they need to use that person's body to go on living-and 
he uses this principle to support his claim that abortion should be legal and far less restricted than it 
currently is, regardless of whether the fetus is a person. By taking the analysis of the right to life that 
Judith Jarvis Thomson pioneered in a moral context and applying it in a legal context in this novel way, 
Boonin offers a fresh perspective that is grounded in assumptions that should be accepted by both 
sides of the abortion debate. Written in a lively, conversational style, and offering a case study of the 
value of reason in analyzing complex social issues, Beyond Roe will be of interest to students and 
scholars in a variety of fields, and to anyone interested in the debate over whether government should 
restrict or prohibit abortion.

The Oxford Handbook of Reproductive Ethics



Intimate and medicalized, natural and technological, reproduction poses some of the most challenging 
ethical dilemmas of our time. This volume brings together scholars from multiple perspectives to 
address both traditional and novel questions about the rights and responsibilities of human reproducers, 
their caregivers, and the societies in which they live.

The Ethics of Pregnancy, Abortion and Childbirth

The Ethics of Pregnancy, Abortion and Childbirth addresses the unique moral questions raised by 
pregnancy and its intimate bodily nature. From assisted reproduction to abortion and ‘vital conflict’ 
resolution to more everyday concerns of the pregnant woman, this book argues for pregnancy as a 
close human relationship with the woman as guardian or custodian. Four approaches to pregnancy 
are explored: ‘uni-personal’, ‘neighborly’, ‘maternal’ and ‘spousal’. The author challenges not only the 
view that there is only one moral subject to consider in pregnancy, but also the idea that the location 
of the fetus lacks all inherent, unique significance. It is argued that the pregnant woman is not a mere 
‘neighbor’ or helpful stranger to the fetus but is rather already in a real familial relationship bringing real 
familial rights and obligations. If the status of the fetus is conclusive for at least some moral questions 
raised by pregnancy, so too are facts about its bodily relationship with, and presence in, the woman 
who supports it. This lucid, accessible and original book explores fundamental ethical issues in a rich 
and often neglected area of philosophy in ways of interest also to those from other disciplines.

Ethics and Experience

Ethics and Experience introduces students to the key topics in moral theory through provocative 
moral issues—just war, abortion, physician assisted suicide, the death penalty and more. Steffen 
helps students bridge the gap between ethical theory and experience through developing a “common 
agreement” ethical system that is applicable to a variety of moral problems and issues with clear 
language and real-life examples.

Causing Death and Saving Lives

The moral problems of abortion, infanticide, suicide, euthanasia, capital punshiment, war and othe 
life-or-death choices.

Abortion and Unborn Human Life, Second Edition

Patrick Lee surveys the main philosophical arguments in favor of the moral permissibility of abortion 
and refutes them point by point. In a calm and philosophically sophisticated manner, he presents a 
powerful case for the pro-life position and a serious challenge to all of the main philosophical arguments 
on behalf of the pro-choice position.

Life's Dominion

Internationally renowned lawyer and philosopher Ronald Dworkin addresses the crucially related acts 
of abortion and euthanasia in a brilliantly original book that examines their meaning in a nation that 
prizes both life and individual liberty. From Roe v. Wade to the legal battle over the death of Nancy 
Cruzan, no issues have opened greater rifts in American society than those of abortion and euthanasia. 
At the heart of Life's Dominion is Dworkin's inquest into why abortion and euthanasia provoke such 
controversy. Do these acts violate some fundamental "right to life"? Or are the objections against them 
based on the belief that human life is sacred? Combining incisive moral reasoning and close readings 
of indicidual court decisions with a majestic interpretation of the U.S. Constitution itself, Dworkin gives 
us a work that is absolutely essential for anyone who cares about the legal status of human life.

The Morality of Abortion

Available Open Access under CC-BY-NC licence. The public and parliamentary debate about UK 
abortion law reform is often diverted away from key moral and political questions by disputes regarding 
basic questions of fact. And all too often, claims of scientific ‘fact’ are ideologically driven. But what 
effect would decriminalisation be likely to have on women’s health? What would be the impact on the 
incidence of abortions? Would decriminalisation equate to deregulation, sweeping away necessary 
restrictions on dangerous or malicious conduct? With each chapter written by leading experts in 
the fields of medicine, law, reproductive health and social science, this book offers a concise and 



authoritative account of the evidence regarding the likely impact of decriminalisation of abortion in the 
UK.

Decriminalising Abortion in the UK

How can someone who condemns hunting, animal farming, and animal experimentation also favor 
legal abortion, which is the deliberate destruction of a human fetus? The authors of Beating Hearts aim 
to reconcile this apparent conflict and examine the surprisingly similar strategic and tactical questions 
faced by activists in the pro-life and animal rights movements. Beating Hearts maintains that sentience, 
or the ability to have subjective experiences, grounds a being's entitlement to moral concern. The 
authors argue that nearly all human exploitation of animals is unjustified. Early abortions do not 
contradict the sentience principle because they precede fetal sentience, and Beating Hearts explains 
why the mere potential for sentience does not create moral entitlements. Late abortions do raise serious 
moral questions, but forcing a woman to carry a child to term is problematic as a form of gender-based 
exploitation. These ethical explorations lead to a wider discussion of the strategies deployed by the 
pro-life and animal rights movements. Should legal reforms precede or follow attitudinal changes? Do 
gory images win over or alienate supporters? Is violence ever principled? By probing the connections 
between debates about abortion and animal rights, Beating Hearts uses each highly contested set of 
questions to shed light on the other.

Beating Hearts

This book discusses the common principles of morality and ethics derived from divinely endowed 
intuitive reason through the creation of al-fitr' a (nature) and human intellect (al-‘aql). Biomedical topics 
are presented and ethical issues related to topics such as genetic testing, assisted reproduction and 
organ transplantation are discussed. Whereas these natural sources are God’s special gifts to human 
beings, God’s revelation as given to the prophets is the supernatural source of divine guidance through 
which human communities have been guided at all times through history. The second part of the 
book concentrates on the objectives of Islamic religious practice – the maqa' sid – which include: 
Preservation of Faith, Preservation of Life, Preservation of Mind (intellect and reason), Preservation 
of Progeny (al-nasl) and Preservation of Property. Lastly, the third part of the book discusses selected 
topical issues, including abortion, assisted reproduction devices, genetics, organ transplantation, brain 
death and end-of-life aspects. For each topic, the current medical evidence is followed by a detailed 
discussion of the ethical issues involved.

Contemporary Bioethics

Endorsements: Wipf and Stock is to be congratulated for making Beverly Wildung Harrison's Our Right 
to Choose newly available. Recognized as a classic in its field from its publication in 1983, Our Right 
to Choose is as compelling--and needed--today as it was then. - Nyla Rasmussen, RN, Maternal Child 
Health Larry Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr Professor Emeritus of Social Ethics, Union Theological 
Seminary, New York City ""This historic book is as incisive, pertinent, timely and morally compelling as 
it was twenty-eight years ago. Harrison has both ethical purchase and feminist vision on 'The Issue of 
Our Age.' Read it, learn, be convicted and act!"" - Rev. Dr. Serene Jones, President of Union Theological 
Seminary ""Decades after its initial publication, Beverly Wildung Harrison's sex-positive, justice and 
social welfare affirming study of abortion remains a unique and trailblazing contribution to the field of 
Christian ethics. From the treatment of women's procreation in the history of Western Christianity to the 
rhetoric of 1970s abortion politics, she offers meticulous critiques and constructive feminist Christian 
ideas sorely needed in today's debates about abortion rights."" Traci C. West, author of Disruptive 
Christian Ethics: When Racism and Women's Lives Matter About the Contributor(s): Two years after 
Our Right to Choose appeared in 1983, the world of Christian ethics was again impacted by Beverly 
Wildung Harrison's second groundbreaking book, Making the Connections: Essays in Feminist Social 
Ethics, edited by Carol S. Robb (Beacon: 1985). Over the next fifteen years, until retiring in 1999 as 
the Carolyn Williams Beaird Professor of Christian Ethics at New York's Union Theological Seminary, 
Harrison continued to teach and shape a methodology in feminist social ethics which attracted scores 
of graduate students, both men and women, who currently occupy professorships in ethics throughout 
the United States and elsewhere in the world. Her former students also include pastors in the United 
States and Europe and around the globe in countries as diverse as Australia, New Zealand, South 
Africa, Kenya, and Korea. Since her retirement, Beverly Harrison has continued to consult with former 
and current graduate students. In 2004, six of her former students worked with Harrison in publishing 



a commentary on her methodology, Justice in the Making: Feminist Social Ethics (Westminster/John 
Knox Press). Since 1999, Beverly Harrison has lived in an intentional community in the mountains of 
western North Carolina where, along with her longtime companion Carter Heyward and several other 
friends, she continues to work for justice in every venue possible, including active involvement in the 
Democratic Party and in movements for racial, economic, sexual, and gender justice. She has been 
particularly devoted to pro-choice work and LGBT justice efforts in the Presbyterian and Episcopal 
churches and in society at large. Harrison delights in the companionship of several dogs, cats, and 
horses!

Our Right to Choose

The Catholic church has always opposed abortion, but -- contrary to popular belief -- not always for 
the same reasons. This tightly argued, historically grounded study sets out to demonstrate that a 
"pro-choice" stance, now held by a significant minority of Catholics, is as fully justified by Catholic 
thought as an anti-abortion view, and may even be more compatible with Catholic tradition than the 
current opposition to abortion espoused by many Catholics and most Catholic leaders. A Brief, Liberal, 
Catholic Defense of Abortion argues that the current Catholic anti-abortion stance is justified neither 
by modern embryology nor by ancient church teachings. Combining up-to-date information on fetal 
development with a thorough grasp of the works of the church's early thinkers, Daniel A. Dombrowski 
and Robert Deltete expose crucial contradictions between the early and the modern church's views of 
abortion. Returning to the writings of two pillars of early Christian thought, Sts. Augustine and Thomas 
Aquinas, the authors show that abortion was originally condemned by the church on the grounds of 
perversity, since it nullified the only permissible reason for sexual relations: procreation. Only in more 
recent times has the view arisen of abortion as indefensible on the ontological grounds that human 
personhood begins at the moment of conception. The authors demonstrate that the early church's view 
of fetal development -- delayed hominization, in which the fetus is endowed with a human soul only when 
it achieves a physical human body -- is diametrically opposed to the current anti-abortion stance. In fact, 
the authors show, the insistence on immediate hominization that provides thefoundation for the current 
"pro-life" view stems from two seventeenth-century scientific misconceptions -- preformationism and 
the homunculus -- that have since been thoroughly discredited. By considering the history of Catholic 
thought in its relation to the history of science, Dombrowski and Deltete bring a new level of detail and 
focus to the abortion debate. Their thoughtful, measured argument provides a fresh perspective that 
will benefit participants on all sides of the controversy.

A Brief, Liberal, Catholic Defense of Abortion

This compendium on the abortion issue gives both sides of the debate as evenly and objectively as 
possible, providing detailed analyses of the core ideas and principles of each position and leaving it to 
the reader to draw his or her own conclusions.

Understanding Abortion

Examines the legal, moral, and political issues involved in abortion, and suggests possible resolutions.

Abortion

Essays examine the nature of abortion, the Supreme Court's ruling on abortion, and the judicial status 
of the fetus.

Abortion, Moral and Legal Perspectives

This book introduces readers to the many arguments and controversies concerning abortion. While it 
argues for ethical and legal positions on the issues, it focuses on how to think about the issues, not 
just what to think about them. It is an ideal resource to improve your understanding of what people 
think, why they think that and whether their (and your) arguments are good or bad, and why. It's 
ideal for classroom use, discussion groups, organizational learning, and personal reading. From the 
Preface To many people, abortion is an issue for which discussions and debates are frustrating and 
fruitless: it seems like no progress will ever be made towards any understanding, much less resolution 
or even compromise. Judgments like these, however, are premature because some basic techniques 
from critical thinking, such as carefully defining words and testing definitions, stating the full structure 
of arguments so each step of the reasoning can be examined, and comparing the strengths and 



weaknesses of different explanations can help us make progress towards these goals. When emotions 
run high, we sometimes need to step back and use a passion for calm, cool, critical thinking. This 
helps us better understand the positions and arguments of people who see things differently from 
us, as well as our own positions and arguments. And we can use critical thinking skills help to try to 
figure out which positions are best, in terms of being supported by good arguments: after all, we might 
have much to learn from other people, sometimes that our own views should change, for the better. 
Here we use basic critical thinking skills to argue that abortion is typically not morally wrong. We begin 
with less morally-controversial claims: adults, children and babies are wrong to kill and wrong to kill, 
fundamentally, because they, we, are conscious, aware and have feelings. We argue that since early 
fetuses entirely lack these characteristics, they are not inherently wrong to kill and so most abortions 
are not morally wrong, since most abortions are done early in pregnancy, before consciousness and 
feeling develop in the fetus. Furthermore, since the right to life is not the right to someone else’s body, 
fetuses might not have the right to the pregnant woman’s body—which she has the right to—and so 
she has the right to not allow the fetus use of her body. This further justifies abortion, at least until 
technology allows for the removal of fetuses to other wombs. Since morally permissible actions should 
be legal, abortions should be legal: it is an injustice to criminalize actions that are not wrong. In the 
course of arguing for these claims, we: 1. discuss how to best define abortion; 2. dismiss many common 
“question-begging” arguments that merely assume their conclusions, instead of giving genuine reasons 
for them; 3. refute some often-heard “everyday arguments” about abortion, on all sides; 4. explain 
why the most influential philosophical arguments against abortion are unsuccessful; 5. provide some 
positive arguments that at least early abortions are not wrong; 6. briefly discuss the ethics and legality 
of later abortions, and more. This essay is not a “how to win an argument” piece or a tract or any kind 
of apologetics. It is not designed to help anyone “win” debates: everybody “wins” on this issue when 
we calmly and respectfully engage arguments with care, charity, honesty and humility. This book is 
merely a reasoned, systematic introduction to the issues that we hope models these skills and virtues. 
Its discussion should not be taken as absolute “proof” of anything: much more needs to be understood 
and carefully discussed—always.

Thinking Critically About Abortion

This book features opening arguments followed by two rounds of reply between two moral philosophers 
on opposing sides of the abortion debate. In the opening essays, Kate Greasley and Christopher 
Kaczor lay out what they take to be the best case for and against abortion rights. In the ensuing 
dialogue, they engage with each other's arguments and each responds to criticisms fielded by the 
other. Their conversational argument explores such fundamental questions as: what gives a person 
the right to life? Is abortion bad for women? What is the difference between abortion and infanticide? 
Underpinned by philosophical reasoning and methodology, this book provides opposing and clearly 
structured perspectives on a highly emotive and controversial issue. The result gives readers a window 
into how moral philosophers argue about the contentious issue of abortion rights, and an in-depth 
analysis of the compelling arguments on both sides.

Abortion Rights

In the past few years, an increasing number of colleges and universities have added courses in 
biomedical ethics to their curricula. To some extent, these additions serve to satisfy student demands 
for "relevance. " But it is also true that such changes reflect a deepening desire on the part of the 
academic community to deal effectively with a host of problems which must be solved if we are to have 
a health-care delivery system which is efficient, humane, and just. To a large degree, these problems 
are the unique result of both rapidly changing moral values and dramatic advances in biomedical 
technology. The past decade has witnessed sudden and conspicuous controversy over the morality and 
legality of new practices relating to abortion, therapy for the mentally ill, experimentation using human 
subjects, forms of genetic interven tion, and euthanasia. Malpractice suits abound, and astronomical 
fees for malpractice insurance threaten the very possibility of medical and health-care practice. Without 
the backing of a clear moral consensus, the law is frequently forced into resolving these conflicts only to 
see the moral issues involved still hotly debated and the validity of the existing law further questioned. 
Take abortion, for example. Rather than settling the legal issue, the Supreme Court's original abortion 
decision in Roe v. Wade (1973), seems only to have spurred further legal debate. And of course, 
whether or not abortion is a mo rally ac ceptable procedure is still the subject of heated dispute.

Biomedical Ethics and the Law



Defending Life is the most comprehensive defense of the prolife position on abortion ever published.

Defending Life

Hi, I'm Matt Deaton, a laid-back philosophy professor with a mild Tennessee drawl. Of all the issues I've 
had the pleasure to ponder, abortion remains my favorite. Maybe because I enjoy helping people see 
the humanity in the "other" side. Maybe because the thought experiments are especially creative. Or 
maybe because it's where I can do the most to ease political tensions and strengthen civic friendship. 
Download the first chapter to sample my style. But as far as I can tell, the traditional pro-this vs. 
pro-that paradigm is a grossly oversimplified myth. Designed by politicians and media types who profit 
from our division, we're taught to look at those who disagree with us as not only stupid, but evil. 
The result: we watch, spend and vote in ways that benefit them, yet harm us, splintering houses of 
worship, friendships and our polity itself. The (partial) solution: an honest, sober look at some of the 
best arguments professional ethicists have offered, and an earnest invitation to think through the issue 
anew, focused on win-wins and principled reconciliation. As every honest person admits, abortion is 
too complicated for one favored "right" to override all other concerns. Rather, several morally legitimate 
claims are in need of examination and balance, including the interests of the mother, the value of the 
potential person growing within her, the resulting child's expected quality of life, the father's autonomy, 
and even the impact on extended family and possibly society at large. This becomes apparent via 
a simple yet illuminating exercise in Chapter Four: "Rate That Abortion." One bit of hope: artificial 
wombs may someday solve the traditional tension, simultaneously enabling choice and life. As ethicists 
Peter Singer and Deanne Wells put it, "Abortions would in effect become early births," enabling sworn 
enemies from the decades-long abortion wars to "embrace in happy harmony." But would such a 
medical miracle cause more problems than it eases? Find out. And enrich your own view with the 
power of some of the best arguments moral thinkers have had to offer, summarized and narrated by a 
laid-back Tennessee philosopher. Cheers, Matt (MattDeaton.com)

Abortion Ethics in a Nutshell

Provides a philosophical analysis of some of the most common arguments on both sides of the abortion 
issue as an example of engaging critical thinking for moral issues.

Science And The Unborn

The Fetal Position
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