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Explore the profound concept of "the poverty of Eros" as articulated within Plato's *Symposium*. This 
seminal work of Ancient Greek philosophy delves into the multifaceted nature of love, revealing how 
our conventional understanding often falls short of Eros's true, divine essence, prompting a deeper 
philosophical inquiry into its origins and ultimate purpose.
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The Poverty of Eros in Plato’s Symposium

The Poverty of Eros in Plato's Symposium offers an innovative new approach towards Eros and the 
concept of Eros in the Symposium. Lorelle D. Lamascus argues that Plato's depiction of Eros as the 
child of Poverty (penia) and Resource (poros) is central to understanding the nature of love. Eros is 
traditionally seen as self-interested or acquisitive, but this book argues instead that Eros and reason 
are properly in accord with one another. The moral life and the philosophical life alike depend upon 
properly trained and directed Eros. Lamascus demonstrates that the presentation of the nature of 
Poverty is essential to the nature of Eros in the Symposium, doing this through in-depth discussion of 
the major twentieth century interpretations of Platonic Eros. The book shows that poverty provides an 
appropriate directing of Eros towards eternal and unchanging goods (and away from an age geared 
towards material items and wealth), and thus that Plato's mythical treatment of Eros in the Symposium 
lays the groundwork for understanding the soul's embrace of poverty as a way of living, loving, and 
knowing.
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lays the groundwork for understanding the soul's embrace of poverty as a way of living, loving, and 
knowing."--Bloomsbury Publishing.

Plato's Symposium

An accessible introduction to some of the most important ideas developed in Platos Symposium.

Poverty, Resources, and Shame in Philosophical Situation

Plato's Symposium is one of his most celebrated dialogues--a dialogue so eventful, with such mem-
orable characters, that it has received significant scholarly attention. Perhaps precisely on account of 
the Symposium's many memorable characters, however. Apollodorus and Aristodemus, two characters 
who contribute the Symposium's narrative frame, have mostly been forgotten. I call for new attention to 
these two characters, arguing that together with the more famous Alcibiades, they jointly dramatize a 
shared problem to which Socrates is actually attempting to offer a kind of solution--a therapy--when he 
gives his speech in praise of Love. Specifically, these three characters experience misplaced shame 
that is obstructing their sincere and fruitful participation in the philosophic life. Socrates teaches that 
Eros himself is in-between poverty (penia) and resource (poros), and that this is true of the philosopher, 
as well. Thus, a philosopher must leam to coexist with both poverty and resource. It is their failure to 
cope with both that has inspired obstructive shame in these characters. Unfortunately, a sad twist to 
Socrates attempted therapy is that although Apollodorus and Aristodemus are apparently

Plato's Symposium

Plato, Allan Bloom wrote, is "the most erotic of philosophers," and his Symposium is one of the greatest 
works on the nature of love ever written. This new edition brings together the English translation of 
the renowned Plato scholar and translator, Seth Benardete, with two illuminating commentaries on it: 
Benardete's "On Plato's Symposium" and Allan Bloom's provocative essay, "The Ladder of Love." In 
the Symposium, Plato recounts a drinking party following an evening meal, where the guests include 
the poet Aristophanes, the drunken Alcibiades, and, of course, the wise Socrates. The revelers give 
their views on the timeless topics of love and desire, all the while addressing many of the major themes 
of Platonic philosophy: the relationship of philosophy and poetry, the good, and the beautiful.

Plato's Symposium

Frisbee Sheffield argues that the Symposium has been unduly marginalized by philosophers. Although 
the topic - eros - and the setting at a symposium have seemed anomalous, she demonstrates that both 
are intimately related to Plato's preoccupation with the nature of the good life, with virtue, and how it is 
acquired and transmitted. For Plato, analysing our desires is a way of reflecting on the kind of people 
we will turn out to be and on our chances of leading a worthwhile and happy life. In its focus on the 
question why he considered desires to be amenable to this type of reflection, this book explores Plato's 
ethics of desire.

Socrates on Friendship and Community

In Socrates on Friendship and Community, Mary P. Nichols addresses Kierkegaard's and Nietzsche's 
criticism of Socrates and recovers the place of friendship and community in Socratic philosophizing. 
This approach stands in contrast to the modern philosophical tradition, in which Plato's Socrates has 
been viewed as an alienating influence on Western thought and life. Nichols' rich analysis of both 
dramatic details and philosophic themes in Plato's Symposium, Phaedras, and Lysis shows how love 
finds its fulfilment in the reciprocal relation of friends. Nichols also shows how friends experience 
another as their own and themselves as belonging to another. Their experience, she argues, both 
sheds light on the nature of philosophy and serves as a standard for a political life that does justice to 
human freedom and community.

Leo Strauss On Plato's Symposium

The first major piece of unpublished work by Leo Strauss to appear in more than thirty years, Leo 
Strauss On Plato's "Symposium" offers the public the unprecedented experience of encountering this 
renowned scholar as his students did. Given as a course in autumn 1959 under the title "Plato's Political 
Philosophy," at the University of Chicago, these transcripts previously had circulated in samizdat 
fashion, passed down from one generation of students to the next. They show Strauss at his best, in 



his subtle and sometimes indirect style of analysis, which has attracted almost as much commentary 
as has the content of his thought. Strauss presents a coherent and complete interpretation of the 
Symposium, proceeding by a meticulous reading from beginning to end. Operating on the once 
common hypothesis that commentary is an excellent method of expounding the truth, Strauss sheds 
light not only on the meaning of the dialogue and its place in the Platonic corpus, but also on a host 
of important topics, including the nature of eros and its place in the overall economy of human life; the 
perennial quarrel between poetry and philosophy, and the relation of both to piety, politics, and morality; 
the character of Socrates and the questions of his trial; and many other matters. As provocative as they 
were a half century ago, these important lectures will be welcomed by students of classics, philosophy, 
politics, psychology, and political philosophy.

Esoteric Transfers and Constructions

Similarities between esoteric and mystical currents in different religious traditions have long interested 
scholars. This book takes a new look at the relationship between such currents. It advances a discussion 
that started with the search for religious essences, archetypes, and universals, from William James to 
Eranos. The universal categories that resulted from that search were later criticized as essentialist 
constructions, and questioned by deconstructionists. An alternative explanation was advanced by 
diffusionists: that there were transfers between different traditions. This book presents empirical 
case studies of such constructions, and of transfers between Judaism, Christianity, and Islam in the 
premodern period, and Judaism, Christianity, and Western esotericism in the modern period. It shows 
that there were indeed transfers that can be clearly documented, and that there were also indeed 
constructions, often very imaginative. It also shows that there were many cases that were neither 
transfers nor constructions, but a mixture of the two.

Framing the Dialogues: How to Read Openings and Closures in Plato

Framing the Dialogues: How to Read Openings and Closures in Plato focuses on the intricate and 
multifarious ways in which Plato frames his dialogues, with a view to exploring the complex association 
between framework and philosophical content.

Plato on Love

This collection features Plato's writings on sex and love in the preeminent translations of Stanley 
Lombardo, Paul Woodruff and Alexander Nehamas, D. S. Hutchinson, and C. D. C. Reeve. Reeve's 
Introduction provides a wealth of historical information about Plato and Socrates, and the sexual norms 
of classical Athens. His introductory essay looks closely at the dialogues themselves and includes the 
following sections: Socrates and the Art of Love; Socrates and Athenian Paiderastia; Loving Socrates; 
Love and the Ascent to the Beautiful; The Art and Psychology of Love Explained; and Writing about 
Love.

The Routledge Handbook of Philosophy and Poverty

The problem of poverty is global in scope and has devastating consequences for many essential 
aspects of life: health, education, political participation, autonomy, and psychological well-being. The 
Routledge Handbook of Philosophy and Poverty presents the current state of philosophical research on 
poverty in its breadth and depth. It features 39 chapters divided into five thematic sections: Concepts, 
theories, and philosophical aspects of poverty research Poverty in the history of Western philosophy 
and philosophical traditions Poverty in non-Western philosophical thought Key ethical concepts and 
poverty Social and political issues The handbook not only addresses questions concerning individual, 
collective, and institutional responsibility towards people in extreme poverty and the moral wrong of 
poverty, but it also tackles emerging applied issues that are connected to poverty such as gender, 
race, education, migration, and climate change. Additionally, it features perspectives on poverty from 
the history of Western philosophy, as well as non-Western views that explore issues unique to the 
Global South. Finally, the chapters in the first part provide an overview of the most important aspects of 
social science poverty research, which serves as an excellent resource for philosophers and philosophy 
students unfamiliar with how poverty is empirically researched in practice. The Routledge Handbook of 
Philosophy and Poverty is an essential resource for students and researchers in philosophy, political 
science, sociology, development studies, and public policy who are working on poverty.

Ascent to the Beautiful



With Ascent to the Beautiful, William H. F. Altman completes his five-volume reconstruction of the 
Reading Order of the Platonic dialogues. This book covers Plato’s elementary dialogues, grappling 
from the start with F. D. E. Schleiermacher, who created an enduring prejudice against the works Plato 
wrote for beginners. Recognized in antiquity as the place to begin, Alcibiades Major was banished 
from the canon but it was not alone: with the exception of Protagoras and Symposium, Schleiermacher 
rejected as inauthentic all seven of the dialogues this book places between them. In order to prove 
their authenticity, Altman illuminates their interconnections and shows how each prepares the student 
to move beyond self-interest to gallantry, and thus from the doctrinal intellectualism Aristotle found 
in Protagoras to the emergence of philosophy as intermediate between wisdom and ignorance in 
Symposium, en route to Diotima’s ascent to the transcendent Beautiful. Based on the hypothesis that 
it was his own eminently teachable dialogues that Plato taught—and bequeathed to posterity as his 
Academy’s eternal curriculum—Ascent to the Beautiful helps the reader to imagine the Academy as a 
school and to find in Plato the brilliant teacher who built on Homer, Thucydides, and Xenophon.

Sex and the Ancient City

This volume aims to revisit, further explore and tease out the textual, but also non-textual sources in 
an attempt to reconstruct a clearer picture of a particular aspect of sexuality, i.e. sexual practices, 
in Greco-Roman antiquity. Sexual practices refers to a part of the overarching notion of sexuality: 
specifically, the acts of sexual intercourse, the erogenous capacities and genital functions of male and 
female body, and any other physical or biological actions that define one’s sexual identity or orientation. 
This volume aims to approach not simply the acts of sexual intercourse themselves, but also their legal, 
social, political, religious, medical, cultural/moral and interdisciplinary (e.g. emotional, performative) 
perspectives, as manifested in a range of both textual and non-textual evidence (i.e. architecture, 
iconography, epigraphy, etc.). The insights taken from the contributions to this volume would enable 
researchers across a range of disciplines – e.g. sex/gender studies, comparative literature, psychology 
and cognitive neuroscience – to use theoretical perspectives, methodologies and conceptual tools to 
frame the sprawling examination of aspects of sexuality in broad terms, or sexual practices in particular.

The Philosophy of Sex

With 7 new essays, the 8th edition of this best-selling text examines the nature, morality, and sig-
nificance of contemporary sexual phenomena. Topics include love; desire; rape; masturbation; sex 
online; homosexual, asexual, queer, and transgender issues; polyamory; paraphilia; drugs and sex; 
objectification; BDSM; and sex and race.

Plato's 'Symposium'

Plato's Symposium is an exceptionally multi-layered dialogue. At once a historical document, a 
philosophical drama that enacts abstract ideas in an often light-hearted way, and a literary masterpiece, 
it has exerted an influence that goes well beyond the confines of philosophy. The essays in this volume, 
by leading scholars, offer detailed analyses of all parts of the work, focusing on the central and 
much-debated theme of erMs or 'human desire' - which can refer both to physical desire or desire for 
happiness. They reveal thematic continuities between the prologue and the various speeches as well 
as between the speeches themselves, and present a rich collection of contrasting yet complementary 
readings of Diotima's speech. The volume will be invaluable for classicists and philosophers alike, and 
for all who are interested in one of Plato's most fascinating and challenging dialogues.

Plato's Symposium

Halperin's subject is the erotics of male culture in ancient Greece. Arguing that the modern concept of 
"homosexuality" is an inadequate tool for the interpretation of these features of sexual life in antiquity, 
Halperin offers an alternative account that accords greater prominence to the indigenous terms in 
which sexual experiences were constituted in the ancient Mediterranean world. Wittily and provocatively 
written, Halperin's meticulously drawn windows onto ancient sexuality give us a new meaning to the 
concept of "Greek love."

The Myths of Plato

Romanticism is often understood as an age of extremes, yet it also marks the birth of the modern 
medium in all senses of the word. Engaging with key texts of the romantic period, the book outlines a 



wide-reaching project to re-imagine the middle as a constitutive principle. Sng argues that Romanticism 
dislodges such terms as medium, moderation, and mediation from serving as mere self-evident tools 
that conduct from one pole to another. Instead, they offer a dwelling in and with the middle: an attention 
to intervals, interstices, and gaps that make these terms central to modern understandings of relation.

One Hundred Years of Homosexuality

Despite increasing interest in the figure of Socrates and in love in ancient Greece, no recent monograph 
studies these topics in all four of Plato's dialogues on love and friendship. This book provides important 
new insights into these subjects by examining Plato's characterization of Socrates in Symposium, 
Phaedrus, Lysis and the often neglected Alcibiades I. It focuses on the specific ways in which the 
philosopher searches for wisdom together with his young interlocutors, using an art that is 'erotic', 
not in a narrowly sexual sense, but because it shares characteristics attributed to the daimon Eros 
in Symposium. In all four dialogues, Socrates' art enables him, like Eros, to search for the beauty 
and wisdom he recognizes that he lacks and to help others seek these same objects of erôs. Belfiore 
examines the dialogues as both philosophical and dramatic works, and considers many connections 
with Greek culture, including poetry and theater.

Middling Romanticism

This first volume of the new Brill series “Ancient Philosophy & Religion” offers analyses of Platonic 
philosophy and piety, the emergence of a common religio-philosophical discourse in Antiquity, the place 
of Jesus among ancient philosophers, and responses of pagan philosophers to Christianity from the 
second century to Late Antiquity.

Socrates' Daimonic Art

Norman Wirzba, Bruce Ellis Benson, and an international group of philosophers and theologians 
describe how various expressions of philosophy are transformed by the discipline of love. What is at 
stake is how philosophy colors and shapes the way we receive and engage each other, our world, and 
God. Focusing primarily on the Continental tradition of philosophy of religion, the work presented in this 
volume engages thinkers such as St. Paul, Meister Eckhart, Kierkegaard, Husserl, Heidegger, Ricoeur, 
Derrida, Marion, Zizek, Irigaray, and Michele Le Doeuff. Emerging from the book is a complex definition 
of the wisdom of love which challenges how we think about nature, social justice, faith, gender, creation, 
medicine, politics, and ethics.

Religio-Philosophical Discourses in the Mediterranean World

Despite his ceaseless efforts to purge his fellow citizens of their unfounded opinions and to bring them 
to care for what he believes to be the most important things, Plato's Socrates rarely succeeds in his 
pedagogical project with the characters he encounters. This is in striking contrast to the historical 
Socrates, who spawned the careers of Plato, Xenophon, and other authors of Socratic dialogues. 
Through an examination of Socratic pedagogy under its most propitious conditions, focusing on a 
narrow class of dialogues featuring Lysis and Alcibiades, this book answers the question: "why does 
Plato portray his divinely appointed gadfly as such a dramatic failure?"

Transforming Philosophy and Religion

Seeing with Different Eyes: Essays in Astrology and Divination represents the cutting-edge of con-
temporary thought and research on divination. The thirteen authors come from a variety of academic 
disciplines, ranging from anthropology and classics to English literature and religious studies, and all 
address the question of divination, astrology and oracles in a spirit of critical but sympathetic inquiry. 
The emphasis is on a participatory and reflexive approach which is firmly post-positivist, seeking 
to understand the divinatory act on its own terms within widely varying contexts – ancient Greek 
and Chaldean philosophy and theurgy, Theravadan Buddhism, Biblical studies, Elizabethan Hermeti-
cism, Jacobean drama, Heideggerian philosophy, Medieval scholasticism, 19th century occultism, 
contemporary Guatemalan divination and Western medical practice. The authors are all teachers or 
researchers in the area of divination and symbolism, which is a new disciplinary focus developing at the 
University of Kent, Canterbury under the aegis of the MA programme in the Cultural Study of Cosmology 
and Divination. The essays in this volume originally contributed to an international conference of the 
same name held there in April 2006.

Plato's Socrates as Educator



Otherwise Than the Binary approaches canonical texts and concepts in Ancient Greek philosophy 
and culture that have traditionally been understood as examples of binary thinking, particularly 
concerning sexual difference. In contrast to such patriarchal logic, the essays within this volume 
explore how many of these seemingly strict binaries in ancient culture and thought were far more 
permeable and philosophically nuanced. Each contribution asks if there are ways of thinking of antiquity 
differently—namely, to examine canonical works through a lens that expounds and even celebrates 
philosophies of difference so as to discover instances where authors of antiquity valorize and uphold 
the necessity of what has been seen as feminine, foreign, and/or irrational. As contemporary thinkers 
turn toward new ways of reading antiquity, these selected studies will inspire other readings of ancient 
texts through new feminist methodologies and critical vantage points. When examining the philosophers 
and notable figures of antiquity alongside their overt patriarchal and masculinist agendas, readers are 
invited to rethink their current biases while also questioning how particular ideas and texts are received 
and read.

Seeing with Different Eyes

Philosophizing for, with, and by children in a community of inquiry has proven to be an internationally 
successful learning strategy that enhances both the cognitive and emotional growth of children. 
Pioneering democratic programs for philosophizing with children now exist throughout the world. 
The work described in this book represents the latest research on theoretical concepts and applied 
projects within this field and brings together contributions from twenty-nine countries, representing all 
continents. The authors address questions on the theoretical foundation of Philosophy for Children, the 
application of philosophical methods, the community of inquiry, international and national didactical 
concepts as well as the evaluation of those concepts. A primary goal of this book is to enhance 
intercultural academic exchange and to encourage further research and practical work in this field.

Otherwise Than the Binary

EuthydemusPlato

Children Philosophize Worldwide

An innovative and insightful exploration of the passionate early life of Socrates and the influences that 
led him to become the first and greatest of philosophersSocrates: the philosopher whose questioning 
gave birth to the ideas of Western thought, and whose execution marked the end of the Athenian 
Golden Age. Yet despite his pre-eminence among the great thinkers of history, little of his life story is 
known. What we know tends to begin in his middle age and end with his trial and death. Our conception 
of Socrates has relied upon Plato and Xenophon - men who met him when he was in his fifties and 
a well-known figure in war-torn Athens. There is mystery at the heart of Socrates' story: what turned 
the young Socrates into a philosopher? What drove him to pursue with such persistence, at the cost 
of social acceptance and ultimately of his life, a whole new way of thinking about the meaning of 
existence? In this revisionist biography, Armand D'Angour draws on neglected sources to explore the 
passions and motivations of young Socrates, showing how love transformed him into the philosopher 
he was to become. What emerges is the figure of Socrates as never previously portrayed: a heroic 
warrior, an athletic wrestler and dancer - and a passionate lover. Socrates in Love sheds new light 
on the formative journey of the philosopher, finally revealing the identity of the woman who Socrates 
claimed inspired him to develop ideas that have captivated thinkers for 2,500 years.

Euthydemus

Partners develop and change during their shared path through life. Some things abide, while others 
are subject to change. Precisely because not everything remains as it was at the beginning, changes 
can also be understood as creative possibilities for common growth. This book seeks to show how 
married couples are challenged to give each other support, and also to help each other in this 
process of growth. In this Album amicorum, three thematic areas are taken up. These constitute 
the basis of five decades of shared life, and the wisdom of marital love finds expression in them: 
theology and spirituality, questions about bioethics, and the Jewish-Christian dialogue. Aldegonde 
Brenninkmeijer-Werhahn is the founder and director of the International Academy for Marital Spirituality 
(INTAMS), founded in 1989 in Brussels. Together with her husband, Hubert Brenninkmeijer, she also 
founded the Centre for the Study of Christianity at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem (2000), and 
the Cardinal Bea Center for Judaic Studies at the Pontifical Gregorian University in Rome (2001). 



(Series: Symposion-Towards for an Interdisciplinary Understanding / Symposion-AnstÃ?Â¶Ã?Â?e zur 
interdisziplinÃ?Â¤ren VerstÃ?Â¤ndigung, Vol. 15) [Subject: Religious Studies]

Socrates in Love

Language has been a major theme in philosophy of religion for more than half a century. The present 
work looks to the sense of being called that lies at the heart of Christian life and asks what this shows 
us about what it is to be human and what the God-relationship means for those having such a call.

Marriage - Constancy and Change in Togetherness

The Eudemian Ethics and the De Virtutibus et Vitiis have not received much attention from scholars. 
Mr. Ross’s suggestions have been of the greatest use to me; Fritzsche’s commentary I have sometimes 
referred to with advantage, and also to some notes printed by Prof. Henry Jackson and kindly sent me 
by him some years ago. Prof. Jackson is also the author of an article in the Journal of Philology, xxxii, 
which has shed a flood of light on the corrupt passage, Bk. VII, chs. 13, 14. Of course the principal 
help to the understanding of the two treatises is the Nicomachean Ethics, their resemblances to and 
differences from which work are of great interest. Aeterna Press

A Rhetorics of the Word

The dialogue has disappeared as a mode of writing philosophy, and philosophers who study Plato 
today often ignore the form in which Plato's work appears in favor of reconstructing and analyzing 
arguments thought to be conveyed by the content of the dialogues. A distinguished classicist here 
offers an approach to understanding Plato that tries to do full justice to the form of Platonic philosophy, 
appreciated against the background of Greek literature and history, while also giving proper due to 
the important philosophic content of the dialogues. The book deals in turn with Plato's relation to and 
portraits of Socrates, the literary and philosophical character of the dialogues (including the problems 
of interpreting a philosopher who never speaks in his own name), and the modes of argumentation 
employed in the dialogues as well as some of their major themes.

Eudemian Ethics

This is a 1950 collection of eight essays about Plato and the Presocratic philosophers who were F. M. 
Cornford's particular interest in the field of Greek thought. In the essay that gives the collection its title 
Cornford develops the two complementary themes which run through much of his writing: the effects 
of individual style and human character which must be reckoned with in reconstructing a philosopher's 
system from fragments or interpreting a complete philosophic work; and the influence of abstract 
schemes of conception which the philosopher assumes within his cultural tradition. These themes 
recur in essays discussing Pythagoras, Hesiod and Plato. Cornford's enthusiasm for his subject will 
communicate itself to any reader. In the memoir of Cornford which accompanies the essays Professor 
W. K. C. Guthrie describes the Hellenic qualities of Cornford's writing: 'the living symmetry of form, the 
grace and delicacy of the details, the humour, irony and occasional fantasy enlivening a fundamentally 
serious theme'.

Platonic Questions

Time and Eternity in Jewish Mysticism offers a multivalent picture of a central topic in Jewish mysticism 
by bringing together diverse academic voices. It offers variant approaches, which have stemmed from 
intense discussion amongst leading scholars in the field.

The Unwritten Philosophy and Other Essays

This volume is an interdisciplinary investigation and contextualization of the various concepts of divine 
union in the private and public sphere of the Greek and Near Eastern worlds.

Time and Eternity in Jewish Mysticism

The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece offers the first comprehensive inquiry into the deity of sexual love, 
a power that permeated daily Greek life. Avoiding Foucault's philosophical paradigm of dominance/sub-
mission, Claude Calame uses an anthropological and linguistic approach to re-create indigenous 
categories of erotic love. He maintains that Eros, the joyful companion of Aphrodite, was a divine 



figure around which poets constructed a physiology of desire that functioned in specific ways within a 
network of social relations. Calame begins by showing how poetry and iconography gave a rich variety 
of expression to the concept of Eros, then delivers a history of the deity's roles within social and political 
institutions, and concludes with a discussion of an Eros-centered metaphysics. Calame's treatment 
of archaic and classical Greek institutions reveals Eros at work in initiation rites and celebrations, 
educational practices, the Dionysiac theater of tragedy and comedy, and in real and imagined spatial 
settings. For men, Eros functioned particularly in the symposium and the gymnasium, places where 
men and boys interacted and where future citizens were educated. The household was the setting 
where girls, brides, and adult wives learned their erotic roles--as such it provides the context for 
understanding female rites of passage and the problematics of sexuality in conjugal relations. Through 
analyses of both Greek language and practices, Calame offers a fresh, subtle reading of relations 
between individuals as well as a quick-paced and fascinating overview of Eros in Greek society at 
large.

Phenomenology of Eros

Emotions in Plato, through a detailed analysis of emotions such as shame, anger, fear, and envy, 
but also pity, wonder, love and friendship, offers a fresh account of the role of emotions in Plato’s 
psychology, epistemology, ethics and political theory.

Conceptualising Divine Unions in the Greek and Near Eastern Worlds

Negative theology is the attempt to describe God by speaking in terms of what God is not. Historical 
affinities between Jewish modernity and negative theology indicate new directions for thematizing the 
modern Jewish experience. Questions such as, What are the limits of Jewish modernity in terms of 
negativity? Has this creative tradition exhausted itself? and How might Jewish thought go forward? 
anchor these original essays. Taken together they explore the roots and legacies of negative theology in 
Jewish thought, examine the viability and limits of theorizing the modern Jewish experience as negative 
theology, and offer a fresh perspective from which to approach Jewish intellectual history.

The Poetics of Eros in Ancient Greece

Emotions in Plato
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