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Explore the profound influence of the French Revolution on British popular politics. This period
witnessed significant shifts in public opinion, social movements, and calls for political reform across
Britain. Delve into how revolutionary ideals sparked both fear and inspiration, shaping debates on rights,
radicalism, and governance within the British Isles during this tumultuous era.
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The French Revolution and British Popular Politics

The nine essays in this collection focus on the dynamics of British popular politics in the 1790s and on
the impact of the French Revolution and the subsequent war with France. Leading scholars in the field
explore the nature and origins of the ideological conflicts between reformers and loyalists, the impact
of the war with France on the organisation of the British state and on its relations with its people, and
the extent of the threat of revolution on both British and colonial territory. The French Revolution and
British Popular Politics makes an unusually integrated and coherent collection of essays, substantially
advancing knowledge in this controversial area and bringing together important work by senior figures
in the field.

Reforming Ideas in Britain

An important re-evaluation of radicalism, loyalism and republicanism in British political thought during
the French Revolution.

Britain and the French Revolution

The French Revolution catapulted Europe into a new period of political upheaval, social change, and
into the modern era. This book provides a concise introduction to the impact of the French Revolution
on Britain and to the ways in which this impact has been assessed by historians. The book is organised
thematically. It begins with a survey of the ideological debate sparked off by the Revolution discussing,
in particular, the work of people such as Burke, Paine, Spence and Wollstonecraft. From here it presents
an exploration of the Revolution s impact on * Parliamentary polities * The growth of radicalism and
loyalism * The way in which French ideas influenced Irish aspirations to generate rebellion The third
main section of the book focuses on the causes and course of Britain s war with Revolutionary France,
and on the effects of the war on the home front, most notably the recurrent, serious food shortages.
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In Practice

This book reflects on popular politics in Britain during the turbulent period of industrialization, focusing
on how political meanings were produced and sustained. It is also a spirited series of responses to the
changing terrain of historical studies. It takes as its starting point the goal of defining a middle ground
between E. P. Thompson'’s concept of cultural materialism and the postmodern view of culture as a
system of signs and codes (with emphasis on the linguistic grounding of experience). The first part of
the book evaluates and critiques the work of two of the most influential proponents of the linguistic turn
in British historical writing: Gareth Stedman Jones and Patrick Joyce. The second part contains four
case studies: the first two treating British political culture in the age of the French Revolution, the third
dealing with the role of space in historical reasoning, and the fourth assessing the role of gentleman
leaders within popular movements.

Britain in the Age of the French Revolution

This new survey looks at the impact in Britain of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic aftermath,
across all levels of British society. Jennifer Mori provides a clear and accessible guide to the ideas
and intellectual debates the revolution stimulated, as well as popular political movements including
radicalism.

French Revolution Debate in Britain

Gregory Claeys explores the reception of the French Revolution in Britain through the medium of

its leading interpreters. Claeys argues that the major figures - Thomas Paine, Edmund Burke, Mary
Wollstonecraft, William Godwin and John Thelwall - collectively laid the foundations for political debate
for the following century, and longer.

Britain and the French Revolution, 1789-1815

The French Revolution embodied, in the eyes of subsequent generations, the emergence of the modern
political world. It offered a new understanding of class politics, secular ideology and revolutionary trans-
formation which inspired, argues lain Hampsher-Monk, the whole world-wide communist experiment
of the twentieth Century. In this authoritative anthology of key political texts exploring the impact of
this period on (primarily) the British experience, Hampsher-Monk examines the variety, influence and
profundity of major thinkers such as Burke, Wollstonecraft, Paine and Godwin, along with the impact
of other less celebrated writers.

The Impact of the French Revolution

This volume of essays by distinguished British and North American scholars examines British respons-
es to the French Revolution and the ways in which the idea of the Revolution was mediated into British
culture. The manner in which the culture of one country appropriates the culture of another is complex
and is a process which develops over time. After the initial political impact of the French Revolution,
facts and events were transformed and reinterpreted within British culture. For the modern intellectual
historian, what is significant is the variety of ways in which British culture represented the French
Revolution and assigned meanings to it. The Revolution exercised its greatest influence on politics and
political thought, but it is equally possible to trace its presence in such diverse areas as economic
and social history, historiography and sociology, literature, and political philosophy--topics which are
all represented in this volume.

The French Revolution and British Culture

Presents a study of the political culture of Scotland in the 1790s. This book compares the emergence
of 'the people’ as a political force, with popular political movements in England and Ireland. It analyses
Scottish responses to the French Revolution across the political spectrum; explaining Loyalist as well
as Radical opinions and organisations.



The Scottish People and the French Revolution

This is the standard general account in English of Islamic philosophy and theology. It takes the reader
from the religio-political sects of the Kharijites and the Shiites through to the assimilation of Greek
thought in the medieval period, and onto the ea

Liberty, Property and Popular Politics

Loyalism and Radicalism in Lancashire, 1798-1815 is a lively and detailed account of popular politics
in Lancashire during the later years of the French Revolution and during the Napoleonic wars. Drawing
on a wide variety of sources, such as letters, diaries, and broadside ballads, it offers fresh insights into
the complicated dynamics between radicalism, loyalism, and patriotism, and emphasises Lancashire's
distinctive political culture and its place at the heart of the industrial revolution. This region witnessed
some of the most intense, disruptive, and violent popular politics in this period and beyond. Highly
active and vocal groups emerged - extreme republicans, more moderate radicals, Luddites, early trade
unionists, and also strong networks of '‘Church-and-King' loyalists and Orange lodges. Katrina Navickas
explains how this heady mix created a politically charged region where both local and national affairs
played their part. She follows the inner workings of popular political activity in response to both internal
and external threats, including loyalist processions and civic events, volunteer corps formed as defence
against invasion, food riots, strikes by trade unions, and both secret and public meetings on the key
issues of peace and parliamentary reform. Navickas argues for a distinct sense of regional identity that
shaped not only local politics but also patriotism. Lancastrians felt British in the face of the French, but
it was a particularly Lancastrian type of Britishness.

British Society and the French Wars, 1793-1815

The responses of British people to the French Revolution has recently received considerable attention
from historians. British commentators often expressed a sense of the novelty and scale of European
wars which followed, yet their views on this conflict have not yet attracted such thorough examination.
This book offers a wide-ranging exploration of the attitudes of various groups of British people to the
conflict during the 1790’s: the Government, their supporters and their opponents inside and outside
Parliament, women, churchmen, and the broad mass of British public opinion. It presents the debate
in England and Scotland provoked by the war both as the sequel to the French Revolution and as a
distinct debate in itself. Emma Vincent Macleod argues that contemporaries saw this conflict as one of
the first since the wars of religion to be significantly shaped by ideological hostility rather than solely
by a struggle over strategic interests.

Loyalism and Radicalism in Lancashire, 1798-1815

This book explores the evolution of British identity and participatory politics in the 1790s. Wil Verhoeven
argues that in the course of the French Revolution debate in Britain, the idea of "America" came to
represent for the British people the choice between two diametrically opposed models of social justice
and political participation. Yet the American Revolution controversy in the 1790s was by no means

an isolated phenomenon. The controversy began with the American crisis debate of the 1760s and
1770s, which overlapped with a wider Enlightenment debate about transatlantic utopianism. All of these
debates were based in the material world on the availability of vast quantities of cheap American land.
Verhoeven investigates the relation that existed throughout the eighteenth century between American
soil and the discourse of transatlantic utopianism: between America as a physical, geographical space,
and "America" as a utopian/dystopian idea-image.

A War of ldeas

A number of British men and women with radical sympathies and links to the domestic reform
movement travelled to Paris after 1789 to witness the events of the French Revolution. Many remained
in residence or were prompted to visit the French capital with the fall of monarchy and establishment
of a republic in late 1792. The British visitors who took part in and wrote about the debates animating
the first French republic have received little attention in historical enquiry. While some studies have
focused on noteworthy individuals who lived in in Paris in the early 1790s, the collective endeavours
of British nationals have gone under the historical radar. British residents set up an emigrant political
society in late 1792, based at White's hotel in the second arrondissement, under the name of the
Société des Amis des Droits de 'Homme. The SADH was a hub of international political culture and



served as a testing ground for ideas and written production destined for both a British and French
audience. From White's hotel members launched joint writing projects, organised relief missions and
contributed collectively to the debate over a new republican constitution at the turn of 1793. As well as
such efforts, British nationals, along with their Irish counterparts on French soil, engaged in common
business projects, took joint lodgings in Paris, helped each other with translation and interpreting
services and supplied each other with financial assistance at times of severe hardship when many
were incarcerated in makeshift prisons across the city. Some negotiated passports for fellow nationals
out of Paris, or convinced the French authorities to allow their country men and women to remain in
the capital. Many struck up binding links with local activists in the Paris sections or with figures in the
revolutionary administrations which shaped their outlook on the Revolution.

Americomania and the French Revolution Debate in Britain, 1789-1802

This book explores the hopes, desires, and imagined futures that characterized British radicalism in
the 1790s, and the resurfacing of this sense of possibility in the following decades. The articulation of
“Jacobin” sentiments reflected the emotional investments of men and women inspired by the French
Revolution and committed to political transformation. The authors emphasize the performative aspects
of political culture, and the spaces in which mobilization and expression occurred — including the club
room, tavern, coffeehouse, street, outdoor meeting, theater, chapel, courtroom, prison, and convict
ship. America, imagined as a site of republican citizenship, and New South Wales, experienced as a
space of political exile, widened the scope of radical dreaming. Part 1 focuses on the political culture
forged under the shifting influence of the French Revolution. Part 2 explores the afterlives of British
Jacobinism in the year 1817, in early Chartist memorialization of the Scottish “martyrs” of 1794, and
in the writings of E. P. Thompson. The relationship between popular radicals and the Romantics is a
theme pursued in several chapters; a dialogue is sustained across the disciplinary boundaries of British
history and literary studies. The volume captures the revolutionary decade’s effervescent yearning, and
its unruly persistence in later years.

Friends of the Revolution: The British Radical Community in Early Republican Paris 1792-1794

An important re-evaluation of radicalism, loyalism and republicanism in British political thought during
the French Revolution.

British Jacobin Politics, Desires, and Aftermaths

A major new account of one of the leading philosopher-statesmen of the eighteenth century Edmund
Burke (1730-97) lived during one of the most extraordinary periods of world history. He grappled with
the significance of the British Empire in India, fought for reconciliation with the American colonies,
and was a vocal critic of national policy during three European wars. He also advocated reform in
Britain and became a central protagonist in the great debate on the French Revolution. Drawing on the
complete range of printed and manuscript sources, Empire and Revolution offers a vivid reconstruction
of the major concerns of this outstanding statesman, orator, and philosopher. In restoring Burke to his
original political and intellectual context, this book overturns the conventional picture of a partisan of
tradition against progress and presents a multifaceted portrait of one of the most captivating figures in
eighteenth-century life and thought. A boldly ambitious work of scholarship, this book challenges us to
rethink the legacy of Burke and the turbulent era in which he played so pivotal a role.

Reforming Ideas in Britain

In 1500 fewer than three million people spoke English; today English speakers number at least a billion
worldwide. This book asks how and why a small island people became the nucleus of an empire ‘on
which the sun never set'. David Rollison argues that the 'English explosion’ was the outcome of a
long social revolution with roots deep in the medieval past. A succession of crises from the Norman
Conquest to the English Revolution were causal links and chains of collective memory in a unique,
vernacular, populist movement. The keyword of this long revolution, '‘commonwealth’, has been largely
invisible in traditional constitutional history. This panoramic synthesis of political, intellectual, social,
cultural, religious, economic, literary and linguistic movements offers a 'new constitutional history' in
which state institutions and power elites were subordinate and answerable to a greater community that
the early modern English called ‘commonwealth' and we call 'society'.

Empire and Revolution



A biographical study of a man whose political legacy has been fought over by his heirs and followers.

A Commonwealth of the People

What prevented revolution in Britain during the French revolutionary era? How did George lll's
monarchy withstand republican challenges? This book examines the British monarchy -- and the values,
beliefs, and images attached to it -- during the contentious decade of the 1790s. Through a wide-ranging
exploration of loyalist and reform propaganda, newspapers, political caricatures, sermons, and records
of prosecution for sedition and treason, Marilyn Morris arrives at a new perspective on the forces of
social stability in Britain that prevented revolution and preserved the Crown. Morris reassesses the
significance of the ideological exchange in Britain during the French revolutionary period, showing that
the so-called failure of the reform movement did not result simply from a stubborn disregard for the
reality of the situations in France and Britain. She considers the problems created for reformers by
the government's exaggeration of the threat to the monarchy, as well as the influence that reformist
arguments had on loyalist ideology. The monarchy, though tradition-bound, continually had to reinvent
itself, Morris contends, and its modern incarnation emerged in the later years of George's reign with
a style stressing personality, empathy, and domesticity, and a legitimacy based on the monarchy's
embodiment of the nation's history. Morris's analysis of the monarchy's image and its incorporation into
political argument during a time of upheaval provides new insight into the ways different institutions of
the state protected and supported one another. Her discussion also places in perspective speculation
about the imminent demise of the monarchy in the 1990s. "Morris engages directlyand intelligently with
other historians in the field. She makes a significant contribution to the history of English monarchy".
-- Paul Monod, Middlebury College

William Pitt and the French Revolution, 1785-1795

The 1790s was a fateful period for Britain. The French Revolution of 1789 opened an era of seismic
political upheaval, one in which many features of the modern world made their first significant ap-
pearance. Democracy, mass nationalism, wholesale military mobilisation, and anti-colonial revolt all
made their most telling debuts in the revolutionary era. This was not a struggle from which the British
could stand aloof. Nor did they. Britons were right at the forefront of the debate over the Revolution.
Edmund Burke's "Reflections on the Revolution in France" defended the established order while Tom
Paine's "Rights of Man" attacked hereditary privilege and preached democracy. This was no rarefied
intellectual debate, it resounded through clubs, taverns, theatres, chapels and assembly rooms. As it
did so, Britons were forced to question many constitutional assumptions. Was the possession of an
empire compatible with domestic liberty? Did the House of Commons reflect popular opinion or the
prejudices of aristocratic patrons? Could they enjoy genuine constitutional liberty if their constitution
denied political rights to Roman Catholics and Protestant Dissenters? Chris Evans's study, based on
the latest historiography, brilliantly demonstrates how these latent intellectual and political anxieties
were sharpened by the French Revolution. Loyalist mobilisation, radical agitation, draconian repression,
and military confrontation are combined to re-shape British society and the British state.

The British Monarchy and the French Revolution

This challenging and original study examines the most important aspects of popular political culture in
eighteenth-century Britain. The first part explores the way the British people could influence existing
political institutions or could exploit their existing powers, by looking at the role of the people in
parliamentary elections, in a wide range of pressure groups, in their local urban communities, and in
popular demonstrations. The second part shows how the British people became increasingly politicised
during the eighteenth century and how they tried to shape or defend their political world.

Debating the Revolution

"The French Revolution ignited the biggest debate on politics and society in Britain since the Civil
War 150 years earlier. The public controversy lasted from the initial, positive reaction to French events
in 1789 to the outlawing of the radical societies in 1799. This Cambridge Companion highlights the
energy, variety and inventiveness of the literature written in response to events in France and the
political reaction at home. It contains thirteen specially commissioned essays by an international team
of historians and literary scholars, a chronology of events and publications, and an extensive guide to
further reading. Six essays concentrate on the principal writers of the Revolution controversy: Burke,



Paine, Godwin and Wollstonecraft. Others deal with popular radical culture, counter-revolutionary
culture, the distinctive contribution of women writers, novels of opinion, drama, and poetry. This volume
will serve as a comprehensive yet accessible reference work for students, advanced researchers and
scholars"--Library of Congress.

The Politics of the People in Eighteenth-Century Britain

This book examines the causes and consequences of a major transformation in both domestic

and international politics: the shift from dynastically legitimated monarchical sovereignty to popularly
legitimated national sovereignty. It analyzes the impact of Enlightenment discourse on politics in
eighteenth-century Europe and the United States, showing how that discourse facilitated new authority
struggles in Old Regime Europe, shaped the American and French Revolutions, and influenced

the relationships between the revolutionary regimes and the international system. The interaction
between traditional and democratic ideas of legitimacy transformed the international system by the
early nineteenth century, when people began to take for granted the desirability of equality, individual
rights, and restraint of power. Using an interpretive, historically sensitive approach to international
relations, the author considers the complex interplay between elite discourses about political legitimacy
and strategic power struggles within and among states. She shows how culture, power, and interests
interacted to produce a crucial yet poorly understood case of international change. The book not only
shows the limits of liberal and realist theories of international relations, but also demonstrates how
aspects of these theories can be integrated with insights derived from a constructivist perspective
that takes culture and legitimacy seriously. The author finds that cultural contests over the terms of
political legitimacy constitute one of the central mechanisms by which the character of sovereignty is
transformed in the international system--a conclusion as true today as it was in the eighteenth century.

The Cambridge Companion to British Literature of the French Revolution in the 1790s

The paperback edition of the extremely popular The Men of No Property is a study of the popular
dimensions of Irish radicalism in the age of the French revolution. It focuses on the lower-class secret
society, the Defenders, and the more familiar face of radicalism in this period, the Society of United
Irishmen. Particular attention is paid to the vigorous traditions of street protest in eighteenth-century
Dublin. The picture which emerges is of a revolutionary movement which was both more radical in its
rhetoric and objectives and more popular in its social base than has previously been allowed.

Legitimacy and Power Politics

British Politics in an Age of Reform is a detailed examination of the political history of late-eighteenth
and early-nineteenth century Britain. It evaluates recent research, links the politics of the elite with the
politics of the people, and seeks to explain significant developments. Among the issues addressed
are: the relative powers of crown, cabinet and parliament between 1760 and 1832; the impact on
domestic politics of revolution and war abroad; the growth of radicalism and popular political activity;
agitation for reform and the responses of government; the rise of party; the connections between
extra-parliamentary pressure and instability at the center of power.



The Men of No Property

The 1790s was a fateful period for Britain. The French Revolution of 1789 opened an era of seismic
political upheaval, one in which many features of the modern world made their first significant ap-
pearance. Democracy, mass nationalism, wholesale military mobilisation, and anti-colonial revolt all
made their most telling debuts in the revolutionary era. This was not a struggle from which the British
could stand aloof. Nor did they. Britons were right at the forefront of the debate over the Revolution.
Edmund Burke's "Reflections on the Revolution in France" defended the established order while Tom
Paine's "Rights of Man" attacked hereditary privilege and preached democracy. This was no rarefied
intellectual debate, it resounded through clubs, taverns, theatres, chapels and assembly rooms. As it
did so, Britons were forced to question many constitutional assumptions. Was the possession of an
empire compatible with domestic liberty? Did the House of Commons reflect popular opinion or the
prejudices of aristocratic patrons? Could they enjoy genuine constitutional liberty if their constitution
denied political rights to Roman Catholics and Protestant Dissenters? Chris Evans's study, based on
the latest historiography, brilliantly demonstrates how these latent intellectual and political anxieties
were sharpened by the French Revolution. Loyalist mobilisation, radical agitation, draconian repression,
and military confrontation are combined to re-shape British society and the British state.

British Politics in An Age of Reform

The first major collection of essays to provide a comprehensive examination of the British literature of
the French Revolution.

Debating the Revolution

Crowd Actions in Britain and France from the Middle Ages to the Modern World explores the lively
and often violent world of the crowd, examining some of the key flashpoints in the history of popular
action. From the Peasants' Revolt of 1381 to the Paris riots in 2005 and 2006, this volume reveals what
happens when people gather together in protest.

The Cambridge Companion to British Literature of the French Revolution in the 1790s

This book explores Thomas Paine's French decade, from the publication of the first part of Rights of Man
in the spring of 1791 to his return trip to the United States in the fall of 1802. It examines Paine's multifar-
ious activities during this period as a thinker, writer, member of the French Convention, lobbyist, adviser
to French governments, officious diplomat and propagandist. Using previously neglected sources and
archival material, Carine Lounissi demonstrates both how his republicanism was challenged, bolstered
and altered by this French experience, and how his positions at key moments of the history of the
French experiment forced major participants in the Revolution to defend or question the kind of regime
or of republic they wished to set up. As a member of the Lafayette circle when writing the manuscript of
Rights of Man, of the Girondin constellation in the Convention, one of the few democrats who defended
universal suffrage after Thermidor, and as a member of the Constitutional Circle which promoted a
kind of republic which did not match his ideas, Paine baffled his contemporaries and still puzzles the
present-day scholar. This book intends to offer a new perspective on Paine, and on how this major
agent of revolutions contributed to the debate on the French Revolution both in France and outside
France.

Crowd Actions in Britain and France from the Middle Ages to the Modern World

The outbreak of revolution in Paris in 1789 forced Britain into a political and military conflict that had a
profound impact on politics, economy, public discourse and cultural life well into the 19th century. The
essays collected here examine the various responses to the revolution and the significant changes
wrought within Britain by the events. Some essays discuss the ideological divisions within Britain and
Ireland. Others take a closer look at the media and the debate on the press, and reinvestigate responses
to the revolution by prominent contemporaries such as William Godwin, Dugald Stewart, and William
Wordsworth.

Thomas Paine and the French Revolution

This book offers a detailed investigation of the influence of public opinion and national identity on the
foreign policies of France, Britain and the Netherlands in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth



centuries. The quarter-century of upheaval and warfare in Europe between the outbreak of the French
Revolution and fall of Napoleon saw important developments in understandings of nation, public,

and popular sovereignty, which spilled over into how people viewed their governments—and how
governments viewed their people. By investigating the ideas and impulses behind Dutch, French and
British foreign policy in a comparative context across a range of royal, revolutionary and republican
regimes, this book offers new insights into the importance of public opinion and national identities to
international relations at the end of the long eighteenth century.

Reactions to Revolutions

Politics and the Rise of the Press compares the rise of the newspaper press in Britain and France,
and assesses how it influenced political life and political culture. From its social, economic and
political sources, to its importance for the middling ranks in eighteenth-century British society, and

its transformation after the French revolution. This detailed, comparative account, which also contains
considerable original research on the early Scottish press, will be of value to all students of French and
British history of the period.

War, Public Opinion and Policy in Britain, France and the Netherlands, 1785-1815

This book, originally published in 1979, traces the growth of English radicalism from the time of Wilkes
to the final suppression of the radical societies in 1799. The metropolitan radical movement is described
in the context of the general democratic evolution of the West in the age of the American and French
revolutions, by showing how its direction was influenced by events in France, Scotland and Ireland.
The book emphasizes the importance of the great regional centres of provincial radicalism and of the
evolution of a local, radical press. It also throws light on the impact of Painite radicalism, the origins of
Anglo-french hostilities in 1793, the English treason trials of 1794, the protest movement of 1795 and
the final phase of Anglo-Irish clandestine republicanism.

Politics and the Rise of the Press

Publisher Description

The Friends of Liberty

Despite a profusion of recent work on Irish and English politics in the era of the French Revolution,
Scotland in this period remains little studied and has thus barely featured in recent books on British
history. The essays in this volume, written by scholars working throughout Britain and Ireland, will help
to fill this gap. While they do not present a single, uniform view of the period, many of them point to the
conclusion that accounts of Scotland in this period which emphasize stability and the weakness of the
radical challenge underestimate at the very least the potential for instability and disorder in this period,
and have served to mask a series of powerful dissident voices. They show that the stability which many
historians have discerned in retrospect was, in short, not what struck most contemporaries, whose
experience of the decade was one of successive and cumulative strains and challenges.

Popular Politics and the American Revolution in England

Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution
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