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On July 7, 1864, the Battle of West Frederick unfolded as a key engagement during the American 
Civil War. This conflict near Frederick, Maryland, saw Union forces defending against a Confederate 
advance, part of the broader Shenandoah Valley Campaigns that summer. It was a crucial prelude to 
the larger Battle of Monocacy, impacting strategic movements in the Maryland region.
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Battle of West Frederick, July 7, 1864

This is a Civil War book about a little known engagement that took place two days before the important 
Battle of Monocacy which is referred to as the battle that saved Washington, D.C. from capture by 
the Confederates. The book follows the ragtag Confederate Army of the Valley commanded by the 
cantankerous General Jubal Early on its ill fated 1864 invasion of Maryland. It introduces the reader to 
the various players and the general background that would become part of this critical thirty day period 
in the Civil War. Special emphasis is placed on the Third Potomac Home Brigade and the role this unit 
of Marylanders would play in the events. The book follows Jubal Early's army through the Shenandoah 
Valley, its eventual crossing of the Potomac River into Maryland and the reaction to this impending 
problem by two particular individuals, John Garrett of the Baltimore & Railroad and Union General Lew 
Wallace. It details the various engagements fought between the invading Confederates and the hastily 
assembled Union defenders leading up the fighting that occurred first on the morning of July 7th at 
Middletown, Maryland then culminating in spirited fighting during the afternoon and evening hours, in 
the farm fields just west of Frederick. The book continues with the military activities on July 8th and 
concentrates on the part that the Third Potomac Home Brigade plays in the Battle of Monocacy that 
transpires on July 9th. While concentrating on the military activities during this time period the book 
takes time to discuss the ransoms of three Maryland communities by the invading Confederates namely 
Frederick, Hagerstown and Middletown. To better inform the reader information is provided through 
maps, pictures and lists on units involved, their commanders, troop movement, period currency and 
transportation. When finished it's hoped the reader will have a better understanding of the importance 
of the July 7th fighting, those that participated and the overall impact it had on the preparations for and 
the outcome of the Battle of Monocacy.
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transpires on July 9th. While concentrating on the military activities during this time period the book 
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Frederick, Hagerstown and Middletown. To better inform the reader information is provided through 
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transportation. When finished its hoped the reader will have a better understanding of the importance 
of the July 7th fighting, those that participated and the overall impact it had on the preparations for and 
the outcome of the Battle of Monocacy.

Their Maryland

“Engagingly written and persuasively argued, this daringly revisionist book is an essential addition 
to the Antietam bibliography.” —Brian Matthew Jordan, Pulitzer Prize finalist and author of Marching 
Home What if the histories previously written about Robert E. Lee’s 1862 Maryland Campaign, the 
first major Confederate operation north of the Potomac River, missed key sources, proceeded from 
mistaken readings of the evidence, or were influenced by Lost Cause ideology? As Alexander B. 
Rossino, author of the acclaimed Six Days in September, demonstrates in Their Maryland: The Army 
of Northern Virginia from the Potomac Crossing to Sharpsburg in September 1862, these types of 
distortions indeed continue to shape modern understanding of the campaign. Rossino reassesses the 
history of the Confederate operation in seven comprehensive chapters, each tackling a specific major 
issue. He addresses many important questions: Did supply problems in Virginia force Lee north to 
press the advantage he’d won after the Battle of Second Manassas? What did Rebel troops believe 
about the strength of secessionist sentiment in Maryland, and why? Did the entire Army of Northern 
Virginia really camp at Best’s Farm near Frederick, Maryland? Did D.H. Hill lose Special Orders No. 
191, or is there more to the story? How did Maryland civilians respond to the Rebel army in their 
midst, and what part did women play? Finally, why did Robert E. Lee choose to fight at Sharpsburg, 
and how personally was he involved in directing the fighting? Rossino makes extensive use of primary 
sources to explore these and other questions. In doing so, he reveals that many long-held assumptions 
about the Confederate experience in Maryland do not hold up under close scrutiny. The result is a 
well-documented reassessment that sheds new light on old subjects and reinvigorates the debate on 
several fronts. “The reader will come away with a greater understanding of this crucial campaign and 
battle.” —James M. McPherson, Pulitzer Prize winner and New York Times–bestselling author of Battle 
Cry of Freedom

All Roads Led to Gettysburg

It has long been a trope of Civil War history that Gettysburg was an accidental battlefield. General 
Lee, the old story goes, marched blindly into Pennsylvania while his chief cavalryman Jeb Stuart rode 
and raided incommunicado. Meanwhile, General Meade, in command only a few days, gave uncertain 
chase to an enemy whose exact positions he did not know. And so these ignorant armies clashed by first 
light at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863. In the spirit of his iconoclastic Lee’s Real Plan at Gettysburg, Troy D. 
Harman argues for a new interpretation: once Lee invaded Pennsylvania and the Union army pursued, 
a battle at Gettysburg was entirely predictable, perhaps inevitable. Most Civil War battles took place 
along major roads, railroads, and waterways; the armies needed to move men and equipment, and they 
needed water for men, horses, and artillery. And yet this perspective hasn’t been fully explored when it 
comes to Gettysburg. Look at an 1863 map, says Harman: look at the area framed in the north by the 
Susquehanna River and in the south by the Potomac, in the east by the Northern Central Railroad and 
in the west by the Cumberland Valley Railroad. This is where the armies played a high-stakes game 
of chess in late June 1863. Their movements were guided by strategies of caution and constrained 
by roads, railroads, mountains and mountain passes, rivers and creeks, all of which led the armies to 
Gettysburg. It’s true that Lee was disadvantaged by Stuart’s roaming and Meade by his newness to 
command, which led both to default to the old strategic and logistical bedrocks they learned at West 
Point—and these instincts helped reinforce the magnetic pull toward Gettysburg. Moreover, once the 
battle started, Harman argues, the blue and gray fought tactically for the two creeks—Marsh and Rock, 
essential for watering men and horses and sponging artillery—that mark the battlefield in the east and 
the west as well as for the roadways that led to Gettysburg from all points of the compass. This is 
a perspective often overlooked in many accounts of the battle, which focus on the high ground—the 
Round Tops, Cemetery Hill—as key tactical objectives. Gettysburg Ranger and historian Troy Harman 
draws on a lifetime of researching the Civil War and more than thirty years of studying the terrain of 



Gettysburg and south-central Pennsylvania and northern Maryland to reframe the story of the Battle of 
Gettysburg. In the process he shows there’s still much to say about one of history’s most written-about 
battles. This is revisionism of the best kind.

The War of the Rebellion

Official records produced by the armies of the United States and the Confederacy, and the executive 
branches of their respective governments, concerning the military operations of the Civil War, and 
prisoners of war or prisoners of state. Also annual reports of military departments, calls for troops, corre-
spondence between national and state governments, correspondence between Union and Confederate 
officials. The final volume includes a synopsis, general index, special index for various military divisions, 
and background information on how these documents were collected and published. Accompanied by 
an atlas.

Frederick in the Civil War

In June 1864, General Ulysses Grant ordered his cavalry commander, Philip Sheridan, to conduct a 
raid to destroy the Virginia Central Railroad between Charlottesville and Richmond. Sheridan fell short 
of his objective when he was defeated by General Wade Hampton's cavalry in a two-day battle at 
Trevilian Station. The first day's fighting saw dismounted Yankees and Rebels engaged at close range in 
dense forest. By day's end, Hampton had withdrawn to the west. Advancing the next morning, Sheridan 
found Hampton dug in behind hastily built fortifications and launched seven dismounted assaults, 
each repulsed with heavy casualties. As darkness fell, the Confederates counterattacked, driving the 
Union forces from the field. Sheridan began his withdrawal that night, an ordeal for his men, the Union 
wounded and Confederate prisoners brought off the field and the hundreds of starved and exhausted 
horses that marked his retreat, killed to prevent their falling into Confederate hands.

Official Roster of the Soldiers of the State of Ohio in the War of the Rebellion, 1861-1866

Official records produced by the armies of the United States and the Confederacy, and the executive 
branches of their respective governments, concerning the military operations of the Civil War, and 
prisoners of war or prisoners of state. Also annual reports of military departments, calls for troops, corre-
spondence between national and state governments, correspondence between Union and Confederate 
officials. The final volume includes a synopsis, general index, special index for various military divisions, 
and background information on how these documents were collected and published. Accompanied by 
an atlas.

The War of the Rebellion: v. 1-53 [serial no. 1-111] Formal reports, both Union and Confederate, of 
the first seizures of United States property in the southern states, and of all military operations in the 
field, with the correspondence, order and returns relating specially thereto. 1880-1898. 111 v

Reprint of the original, first published in 1867.

History of Marion and Clinton Counties, Illinois

From the early seizure of government property during the latter part of 1860 to the final Confederate 
surrender in 1865, this book provides a day-to-day account of the U.S. Civil War. Although the book 
provides a daily chronicle of the combat, it is written in narrative form to give readers some continuity 
as they move from skirmish to skirmish. During the course of the saga, the book also chronicles the life 
spans of more than 600 Union and Confederate vessels, documenting when possible the time of each 
vessel's acquisition, commissioning, major engagements, and decommissioning. Seven appendices 
provide lists of prominent Union and Confederate officers, primary naval actions, and Medal of Honor 
recipients from 1863 to 1865.

The Statistician and Economist

Official Roster of the Soldiers of the State of Ohio in the War of the Rebellion, 1861-1866: 1st-20th 
Regiments-Infantry
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