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ELEMENTS OF MILITARY ART AND SCIENCE. Course Of Instruction In Strategy, Fortification, Tactics 
Of Battles. Military Tactics, Strategy, Art and Science to 1865. Military tactics, the science and art of 
organizing a military force, are the techniques for using weapons or military units in combination for 
engaging and defeating an enemy in battle. Changes in philosophy and technology over time have been 
reflected in changes to military tactics. In current military thought, tactics are the lowest of three planning 
levels. The highest tier of planning is the strategy, which is about how force is translated into political 
objectives, or more specifically how you bridge the means and ends of war together. An intermediate 
level, which converts strategy into tactics is the operational level that deals with formations of units. 
In common vernacular, "tactical" decisions are those made to achieve greatest immediate value and 
"strategic" decisions are those made to achieve the greatest overall value irrespective of immediate 
return. Learn how battles where fought and WHY they where fought that way by examining the minds 
behind the decisions.
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Although in part a recasting of Jomini's doctrines, this book did represent a distinctly American 
approach to the study of war. It also helped to shape the military thought of the generation of soldiers 
who held high command during the Civil War, in which the author served as Chief of Staff of the United 
States Army.
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following pages were hastily thrown together in the form of lectures, and delivered, during the past 
winter, before the Lowell Institute of Boston. They were written without the slightest intention of ever 
publishing them; but several officers of militia, who heard them delivered, or afterwards read them in 
manuscript, desire their publication, on the ground of their being useful to a class of officers now likely 
to be called into military service. It is with this view alone that they are placed in the hands of the 
printer. No pretension is made to originality in any part of the work; the sole object having been to 
embody, in a small compass, well established military principles, and to illustrate these by reference to 
the events of past history, and the opinions and practice of the best generals. Small portions of two or 
three of the following chapters have already appeared, in articles furnished by the author to the New 
York and Democratic Reviews, and in a "Report on the Means of National Defence," published by order 
of Congress. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.
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