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Carries War, written by Nina Bawden, is a compelling children's novel set during World War II. It follows 
the story of Carrie and Nick, two children evacuated from London to a small Welsh village. As they 
navigate their new surroundings, they encounter complex relationships, hidden secrets, and the lasting 
impact of war, exploring themes of friendship, prejudice, and the search for belonging.
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Carrie's War

When the Second World War air raids threaten their safety in the city, Carrie and her brother Nick are 
evacuated to a small Welsh village. But the countryside has dangers and adventures of its own - and 
a group of characters who will change Carrie's life for ever. There's mean Mr Evans, who won't let the 
children eat meat; but there’s also kind Auntie Lou. There's brilliant young Albert Sandwich, another 
evacuee, and Mr Johnny, who speaks a language all of his own. Then there's Hepzibah Green, the 
witch at Druid’s Grove who makes perfect mince pies, and the ancient skull with its terrifying curse... For 
adults and young people aged eight and over. Emma Reeves has created a stunning stage adaptation 
of Nina Bawden’s much loved classic account of life as an evacuee in the 1940s, which opened at 
the Lillian Bayliss Theatre in November 2006. This edition includes teachers' notes and activities for 
classes based on the play.

Carrie's War

A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Carrie's War by Nina Bawden is an unforgettable Second 
World War story. 'I did a dreadful thing...or I feel that I did, and nothing can change it...' It is the Second 
World War and Carrie and Nick are evacuated from London to a small town in Wales, where they are 
placed with strict Mr Evans and his timid mouse of a sister. Their friend Albert is luckier, living in Druid's 
Bottom with Hepzibah Green who tells wonderful stories, and the strange Mister Johnny, who speaks a 
language all of his own. Carrie and Nick are happy to visit Albert there, until one day when Carrie does 
a terrible thing - the worst thing she ever did in her life... Based on her own childhood, Nina Bawden's 
enchanting story Carrie's War has delighted a whole generation of readers. Nina Bawden is without 
question one of the very best writers for children' Daily Telegraph Perfect for fans of Goodnight Mister 
Tom by Michelle Magorian. Now part of the A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime - series Nina 
Bawden is one of today's best writers for both adults and children. she has often used her own childhood 
experiences in her books - Carrie's War is set in the mining valley in Wales where she lived as an 
evacuee in wartime. She studied philosophy, politics and economics at Somerville College, Oxford and 
finished her first novel the year after she took her degree. She won the Guardian Award for Children's 
Fiction for The Peppermint Pig.

The Peppermint Pig

'Warm and funny, this tale of a pint-size pig and the family he saves will take up a giant space 
in your heart' KIRAN MILLWOOD HARGRAVE 'What a consummate storymaker Nina Bawden is' 
MICHAEL MORPURGO WINNER OF THE GUARDIAN AWARD FOR CHILDREN'S FICTION 'D'ya 
want a peppermint pig, Mrs Greengrass?' Poll looked at the milkman, thinking of sweets, but there was 
a real pig poking its snout out of the milkman's coat pocket. It was the tiniest pig she had ever seen. 
'What's a peppermint pig?' 'Runt of the litter. Too small for the sow to raise. He'd only get trampled 



in in the rush.' Mother took the pig from him and held it firmly while it kicked and squealed. 'Well, 
he seems strong enough. And even runts grow.' 'Oh,' Poll said. 'Oh, Mother.' She stroked the small, 
wriggling body. 'Theo,' she shouted, 'Look what we've got!' It is a difficult year for the Greengrasses. 
Poll's father has lost his job and gone overseas, the family are living off the charity of two aunts, and 
Poll and her brother Theo just can't seem to keep out of trouble. It takes a tiny, mischievous pig to bring 
laughter back into their lives. This is a collection of the best children's literature, curated by Virago, and 
will be coveted by children and adults alike. These are timeless tales with beautiful covers, that will 
be treasured and shared across the generations. Some titles you will already know; some will be new 
to you, but there are stories for everyone to love, whatever your age. Our list includes Nina Bawden 
(Carrie's War, The Peppermint Pig), Rumer Godden (The Dark Horse, An Episode of Sparrows), Joan 
Aiken (The Serial Garden, The Gift Giving) E. Nesbit (The Psammead Trilogy, The Bastable Trilogy, 
The Railway Children), Frances Hodgson Burnett (The Little Princess,The Secret Garden) and Susan 
Coolidge (The What Katy Did Trilogy). Discover Virago Children's Classics.

Keeping Henry

'The hay stirred. There was a small nibbling sound. A furry head poked out. I saw its dark, beady eyes, 
its sharp, pointed ears ... his eyes seemed alert and inquisitive, as if he were as interested in us as we 
were in him' Henry is only three inches long when naughty Charlie catapults him out of his nest - a poor 
baby red squirrel, all ragged and skinny. He is too young to survive being released into the wild, but can 
a squirrel be a pet? Henry's new human family has also had to adapt to a different way of life. Evacuated 
from London during the Blitz, to a farm in Wales, they were upturned from their old life just as Henry 
was 'tipped out' of his nest. Can this mischievous little creature, who makes nests out of their clothes 
and runs up the children like they are trees, help them to settle into their new life? A collection that will 
be coveted by children and adults alike, this list is the best in children's literature, curated by Virago. 
These are timeless tales with beautiful covers, that will be treasured and shared across the generations. 
Some titles you will already know; some will be new to you, but there are stories for everyone to love, 
whatever your age. Our list includes Nina Bawden (Carrie's War, The Peppermint Pig), Rumer Godden 
(The Dark Horse, An Episode of Sparrows), Joan Aiken (The Serial Garden, The Gift Giving) E. Nesbit 
(The Psammead Trilogy, The Bastable Trilogy, The Railway Children), L. M. Montgomery (The Anne 
of Green Gables series) and Susan Coolidge (The What Katy Did Trilogy). Discover Virago Children's 
Classics.

Back Home

WW2 has just ended and twelve-year-old Rusty comes back home to Britain after being evacuated to 
the US. The greyness and bleakness of life in England is a shock, but even worse is adapting to the 
strict discipline of her family, including a brother she's never met, after the warmth and openness of 
her adopted American family. Rusty is sent to an horrific boarding school, before finally running away 
as her search for happiness becomes more and more desperate.

Blitzcat

She made her way down the cliff, and on to the beach. At the edge of the waves, she stopped, shaking 
her wet paws. She knew that somewhere ahead was her person, but far, far away. She miaowed 
plaintively; stood staring at the moving blur of uncrossable sea. She led the way to safety, out of the 
blazing hell of blitzed Coventry. People touched her for luck; feared her as an omen of disaster. Wherever 
she went, she changed lives . . . From her beginning to her end she never wavered. She was the Blitzcat. 
Blitzcat by Robert Westall is the Smarties Prize-winning book about one brave cat's experiences during 
World War Two. Now with a brilliant new cover look and including an extended author biography.

The Machine Gunners

After an air raid, a group of English children find a German machine gun and hide it from adults who 
are looking for it.

The White Horse Gang

Sam, his cousin Rose, and lonely Abe Turner explore the haunted Gibbet Wood and get into mischief 
and adventure.



The Finding

Since nobody knows Alex's birthday, he celebrates his finding day every year. On his eleventh finding 
day, Alex's gran takes him to visit old Mrs Angel, her neighbour, who gives him a photo of a girl in an 
old photograph frame. The girl in the photo, Mrs Angel's daughter who disappeared years ago, looks a 
bit like Alex.

Carrie's War

Read & Respond provides teachers with all the resources they need to teach this classic children's 
story. Notes and activities reflect the way that teachers teach now and include shared texts, guided 
reading notes, reading activities, speaking and listening activities, writing projects and assessment 
guidance.

Walkabout

The widely acclaimed illustration of a contrast of cultures in which young European air crash survivors 
inadvertently 'murder' their Aboriginal saviour.

Good Night, Mr. Tom

Now featuring gorgeous new cover art, this classic, powerfully emotional, award-winning novel is the 
perfect read to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the end of World War II. London is poised on the 
brink of World War II. Eight-year-old Willie Beech is evacuated to the English countryside and lands on 
Thomas Oakley's doorstep, timid and scarred from abuse. Mr. Tom, a gruff but kindly old man, is deeply 
moved for the boy, treating him with a gentleness he's forgotten he's even capable of. With Mr. Tom's 
help, Willie leaves behind his hateful past and learns to love a world he never knew existed, a world of 
friendship and affection and joy. But then a telegram comes, and Willie is ordered to return to London. 
When weeks pass without word from him, Mr. Tom sets out for London to once again rescue the boy 
he's come to love as a son. This heartwarming and much-honored classic is an excellent choice for 
independent or shared reading.

Dawn of Fear

Sirens are blaring. Families huddle in bomb shelters. A nearby city is in flames. For Derek and his 
friends, night-time air raids are a normal part of everyday life. When a particularly violent raid closes 
their school for a few days, the boys use the time to complete construction of their secret camp. But to 
their horror, their refuge is savagely attacked by a rival neighbourhood gang. And then, after one night 
filled with bombing, the war changes his world forever.

Carrie's War

Het valt Carrie niet mee als zij en haar broertje in huis komen bij een strenge kruidenier en zijn zuster. 
Gelukkig worden ze goede vrienden met de huishoudster van "Druids Bottom\

Keeping Henry

A story about a family evacuated from London to a farm in Wales during the second world war and 
Henry, the mischievous squirrel who comes to live with them.

The Secret Passage

Lonely and forlorn after their mother's death and their sudden arrival at Aunt Mabel's seaside board-
ing-house, John, Mary and Ben Mallory are unimpressed with their new life in England. But there are 
wonderful surprises in store for them when they discover a secret way into the grand and empty house 
next door. Soon all sorts of unexpected events will unfold as the siblings encounter a whole host of 
eccentric characters and happenings. Completed in 1963, The Secret Passage is Nina Bawden's first 
children's novel and was written especially for her own three children after they had discovered a secret 
passage in the cellar of their house. It beautifully reflects her own inquisitive nature - as she herself has 
said: 'I was a keyhole child, fearsomely curious' - wedded to her subtly innovative ability to empathise 
with the child's view.

The Witch's Daughter



With the bold adventure and brilliant magic that have made him one of fantasy's bestselling authors, 
R. A. Salvatore continues the epic series that began with Echoes of the Fourth Magic. Join him for a 
spellbinding tale of darkness, fantasia, and unbridled imagination. Though many perished in the dark 
times past, a precious few survivors escaped, fleeing certain doom to find a dazzling, dangerous land 
of wonder. Here wizards and witches inhabited forests spun from enchantment and towers of celestial 
beauty. But in this place of promised safety, the Black Warlock was rising from the ashes of defeat--with 
an insatiable lust to dominate the world. Square in the path of peril was Rhiannon, the gently reared 
daughter of the Emerald Witch. As hamlets from the Crystal Mountains to Avalon fell before the fury 
of the Black Warlock, the young witch sensed a sudden call; strange, terrifying powers tingled within 
her body. Now Rhiannon had to summon these new, untested abilities to stop the ancient warlock, an 
enemy who had long since mastered the forces of the universe and bent them to his diabolical will. . .

In My Own Time

Nina Bawden's career spans 20 adult novels and 17 for children. She turns now to her own story and 
in simple vignettes takes the reader through her life, revealing the inspirations of many of her books. 
It describes her childhood evacuation to Suffolk and Wales, and her years at Oxford, where she met 
Richard Burton and Margaret Thatcher. And, she gives an account of her oldest son, Niki, who was 
diagnosed schizophrenic.

Smith

No Marketing Blurb

The Family from One End Street

There are seven children in the Ruggles family - three girls and four boys - and though they are poor, 
they manage to have a lot of fun. All the Ruggles are lovable, interesting and very individual - from 
capable Lily Rose down to baby William.

Four Children and It

The new bestseller from Jacqueline Wilson, creator of Tracy Beaker, Hetty Feather and The Illustrated 
Mum, is a funny, moving and heartwarming story of four children who discover a way to make wishes 
come true. Echoing the classic E Nesbit novel, Five Children and It, this new story from this mega-selling 
author, winner of the Guardian Children's Fiction Prize, is a brilliant read not just for those familiar with 
the original book but for any of Wilson's millions of fans.

I Like this Story

Kitty Killin is not only a good storyteller, but also the World's Greatest Expert when it comes to mothers 
having new and unwanted boyfriends. Particularly when there's a danger they might turn into new and 
unwanted stepfathers...

Goggle-Eyes

The first unputdownable adventure story in this phenomenal series, from the author of the bestselling 
Young Bond series and award-winning comedy writer and performer (The Fast Show, Down the Line), 
Charlie Higson. They'll chase you. They'll rip you open. They'll feed on you . . . When the sickness came, 
every parent, policeman, politician - every adult - fell ill. The lucky ones died. The others are crazed, 
confused and hungry. Only children under fourteen remain, and they're fighting to survive. Now there 
are rumours of a safe place to hide. And so a gang of children begin their quest across London, where 
all through the city - down alleyways, in deserted houses, underground - the grown-ups lie in wait. But 
can they make it there - alive?

The Enemy

The Little Prince and nbsp;(French: and nbsp;Le Petit Prince) is a and nbsp;novella and nbsp;by French 
aristocrat, writer, and aviator and nbsp;Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. It was first published in English and 
French in the US by and nbsp;Reynal and amp; Hitchcock and nbsp;in April 1943, and posthumously 
in France following the and nbsp;liberation of France and nbsp;as Saint-Exupéry's works had been 
banned by the and nbsp;Vichy Regime. The story follows a young prince who visits various planets in 



space, including Earth, and addresses themes of loneliness, friendship, love, and loss. Despite its style 
as a children's book, and nbsp;The Little Prince and nbsp;makes observations about life, adults and 
human nature. The Little Prince and nbsp;became Saint-Exupéry's most successful work, selling an 
estimated 140 million copies worldwide, which makes it one of the and nbsp;best-selling and nbsp;and 
and nbsp;most translated books and nbsp;ever published. and nbsp;It has been translated into 301 
languages and dialects. and nbsp;The Little Prince and nbsp;has been adapted to numerous art forms 
and media, including audio recordings, radio plays, live stage, film, television, ballet, and opera.

The Little Prince

Over 50 years of an iconic classic! This international bestseller and inspiration for a beloved movie is a 
heroic story of friendship and belonging. No one ever said life was easy. But Ponyboy is pretty sure that 
he's got things figured out. He knows that he can count on his brothers, Darry and Sodapop. And he 
knows that he can count on his friends—true friends who would do anything for him, like Johnny and 
Two-Bit. But not on much else besides trouble with the Socs, a vicious gang of rich kids whose idea 
of a good time is beating up on “greasers” like Ponyboy. At least he knows what to expect—until the 
night someone takes things too far. The Outsiders is a dramatic and enduring work of fiction that laid 
the groundwork for the YA genre. S. E. Hinton's classic story of a boy who finds himself on the outskirts 
of regular society remains as powerful today as it was the day it was first published. "The Outsiders 
transformed young-adult fiction from a genre mostly about prom queens, football players and high 
school crushes to one that portrayed a darker, truer world." —The New York Times "Taut with tension, 
filled with drama." —The Chicago Tribune "[A] classic coming-of-age book." —Philadelphia Daily News 
A New York Herald Tribune Best Teenage Book A Chicago Tribune Book World Spring Book Festival 
Honor Book An ALA Best Book for Young Adults Winner of the Massachusetts Children's Book Award

A Dog So Small

The second exciting book in the series about boys swept up in the historical fight for freedom 
Twelve-year-old Will wants to be a drummer in the Union army, but he's stuck far from the fighting 
in his sleepy hometown of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Then the Union and Confederate armies meet in 
Gettysburg, and Will and his family are caught up in the ferocious fighting. From delivering important 
messages and helping captured slaves escape Confederate soldiers to even saving a young soldier's 
life, Will takes readers on a journey through one of the Civil War's most significant battles. And when 
the fighting is finally over, Will witnesses President Lincoln deliver his famous Gettysburg Address, and 
he knows firsthand the truth behind his words.

The Outsiders

A baby puffin's first steps into the wide world, told in rhyme.

Boys of Wartime: Will at the Battle of Gettysburg

The astonishing, beautiful new story for all readers of 10 and over from the bestselling and Costa-short-
listed author of TIME TRAVELLING WITH A HAMSTER.

Skye the Puffling

Catriona Natasha Brooke's granny is totally unlike other people's grandmothers. When she isn't dressed 
in motorbike leathers, Granny the Pag wears dirty black skirts that trail on the ground and fastens her 
old sweaters with an enormous black broochencrusted with diamonds. Even worse, she smokes! The 
Pag can be a social embarrassment, but when Catriona's relationship with her is threatened, Catriona 
fights for the right to choose where she lives and who with - she chooses Granny the Pag.

The 1,000-year-old Boy

During eighth grade, Carrie moves in with her grandmother, becomes friends with an withdrawn 
classmate, and comes to terms with her mother's death.

Granny the Pag

Gobbolino, a witch's cat who longs to be just an ordinary kitchen cat, has a series of adventures before 
achieving his heart's desire.

Missing Girls



Nine-year-old Phillip has always lived with his grandmother, but when his widowed father remarries he 
finds that he must suddenly adjust to a new way of life with his father and stepmother.

Gobbolino the Witch's Cat

When Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong set up their very own secret detective agency at Deepdean School 
for Girls, they struggle to find any truly exciting mysteries. Little do they know that in the months that 
follow, mystery - and murder - will never be far away, and when Hazel discovers the Science Mistress, 
Miss Bell, lying dead in the Gym, the Detective Society is determined to get to the bottom of the 
crime. Then, soon afterwards, there's the incident at Daisy's family home, Fallingford, where a guest 
falls mysteriously, fatally ill. And when the summer hols come round, there's a thrilling ride on the 
famous Orient Express - and the girls' first locked-room murder case. Discover the first three books in 
this amazing series: Murder Most Unladylike Arsenic for Tea First Class Murder and follow Daisy and 
Hazel's fantastic adventures.

The Robbers

A timeless tale of courage, resistance and friendship, The Umbrella Mouse is a heart-stopping 
adventure drawing on the true stories of animals caught in the conflict of WWII. 1944, and London is 
under attack. Young mouse Pip Hanway's safe and quiet world is turned upside down when her home, 
umbrella shop James Smith & Sons, is destroyed by a bomb. Orphaned and alone, she must begin a 
perilous quest to find a new home. But the only way to get there is by joining Noah’s Ark, a secret gang 
of animals fighting the resistance in France, operating beneath the feet of the human soldiers. Danger 
is everywhere and as the enemy closes in, Pip must risk everything to save her new friends. Beautifully 
illustrated by Sam Usher, Anna Fargher's debut novel takes you on an incredible journey through a war 
that reaches even the smallest of creatures.

A Murder Most Unladylike Collection: Books 1, 2 and 3

The classic text of the diary Anne Frank kept during the two years she and her family hid from the Nazis 
in an Amsterdam attic is a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an eloquent testament to the 
human spirit.

The Umbrella Mouse

‘We is in Dream Country,’ the BFG said. ‘This is where all dreams is beginning.’ This beautiful edition of 
The BFG, part of The Roald Dahl Classic Collection, features official archive material from the Roald 
Dahl Museum and is perfect for Dahl fans old and new. So, enter a world where invention and mischief 
can be found on every page and where magic might be at the very tips of your fingers . . . The Roald 
Dahl Classic Collection reinstates the versions of Dahl’s books that were published before the 2022 
Puffin editions, aimed at newly independent young readers.

Anne Frank

The Witches
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