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Telling the Truth about History

"A fascinating historiographical essay. . . . An unusually lucid and inclusive explication of what it ultimate-
ly at stake in the culture wars over the nature, goals, and efficacy of history as a discipline."—Booklist

Telling the Truth about History



"A fascinating historiographical essay. . . . An unusually lucid and inclusive explication of what it ultimate-
ly at stake in the culture wars over the nature, goals, and efficacy of history as a discipline."--Booklist

Telling the Truth about History

If we are to take seriously the need for telling the truth about our history, we must start at first principles. 
What if the sovereignty of the First Nations was recognised by European international law in the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries? What if the audacious British annexation of a whole continent 
was not seen as acceptable at the time and the colonial office in Britain understood that 'peaceful 
settlement' was a fiction? If the 1901 parliament did not have control of the whole continent, particularly 
the North, by what right could the new nation claim it? The historical record shows that the argument of 
the Uluru Statement from the Heart is stronger than many people imagine and the centuries-long legal 
position about British claims to the land far less imposing than it appears. In Truth-Telling, influential 
historian Henry Reynolds pulls the rug from legal and historical assumptions, with his usual sharp 
eye and rigour, in a book that's about the present as much as the past. His work shows exactly why 
our national war memorial must acknowledge the frontier wars, why we must change the date of our 
national day, and why treaties are important. Most of all, it makes urgently clear that the Uluru Statement 
is no rhetorical flourish but carries the weight of history and law and gives us a map for the future.

Truth-Telling

Modern relativism and postmodern thought in culture and language challenge the 'truth' of history. 
This book considers how all historians, confined by the concepts and forms of argument of their own 
cultures, can still discover truths about the past. The Truth of History presents a study of various 
historical explanations and interpretations and evaluates their success as accounts of the past. C. 
Behan McCullagh contests that the variety of historical interpretations and subjectivity does not exclude 
the possibility of their truth. Through an examination of the constraints of history, the author argues 
that although historical descriptions do not mirror the past they can correlate with it in a regular and 
definable way. Far from debating in the abstract and philosophical only, the author beds his argument 
in numerous illuminating concrete historical examples. The Truth of History explores a new position 
between the two extremes of believing that history perfectly represents the past and that history can 
tell us nothing true of the past.

The Truth of History

There are many stories we can tell about the past, and we are not, perhaps, as free as we might 
imagine in our choice of which stories to tell, or where those stories end. John Arnold's Very Short 
Introduction is a stimulating essay about how we study and understand history. The book begins by 
inviting us to think about various questions provoked by our investigation of history, and explores the 
ways these questions have been answered in the past. Concepts such as causation, interpretation, 
and periodization, are introduced by means of concrete examples of how historians work, giving the 
reader a sense of the excitement of discovering not only the past, but also ourselves. ABOUT THE 
SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles 
in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new 
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm 
to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

History: A Very Short Introduction

The only history and theory textbook to include accessible extracts from a wide range of historical writ-
ing. Provides a comprehensive introduction to the theorists who have most inflenced twentieth-century 
historians. Chapters follow a consistent structure, putting difficult ideas into an accessible context. This 
is the only critical reader aimed at the undergraduate market.

The Houses of History

'TOM PHILLIPS IS A VERY CLEVER, VERY FUNNY MAN' Greg Jenner This is a book about TRUTH 
- and all the ingenious ways, throughout history, that we've managed to avoid it. We live in a 'post-truth' 
age, we're told. The US has a president who openly lies on a daily basis (or who doesn't even know 
what's true, and doesn't care). The internet has turned our everyday lives into a misinformation battle-
ground. People don't trust experts any more. But was there ever really a golden age of truth-telling? As 



the editor of the UK's leading independent fact-checker, Tom Phillips deals with complete bollocks every 
day. Here, he tells the story of how we humans have spent history lying to each other - and ourselves 
- and asks an important question: how can humanity move towards a truthier future? PRAISE FOR 
HUMANS: A BRIEF HISTORY OF HOW WE F*CKED IT ALL UP: 'F*cking brilliant' Sarah Knight, The 
Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a F*ck 'Very funny' Mark Watson 'In dark times, it's reassuring to 
learn that we've always been a bunch of clueless f*cking nitwits' Stuart Heritage, Don't Be a Dick, Pete 
'A light-touch history of moments when humans have got it spectacularly wrong... Both readable and 
entertaining' Telegraph

Truth

Recounts the triumphs and mishaps of Columbus and other explorers, following the naturalists whose 
investigations of the world's fauna and flora fueled the rise of science and technology that propelled 
Western Europe towards modernity.

Shores of Knowledge: New World Discoveries and the Scientific Imagination

"Splendid: the global history of capitalism in all its creative—and destructive—glory." —The New York 
Times Book Review With its deep roots and global scope, the capitalist system seems universal 
and timeless. The framework for our lives, it is a source of constant change, sometimes measured 
and predictable, sometimes drastic, out of control. Yet what is now ubiquitous was not always so. 
Capitalism was an unlikely development when it emerged from isolated changes in farming, trade, and 
manufacturing in early-modern England. Astute observers began to notice these changes and register 
their effects. Those in power began to harness these new practices to the state, enhancing both. A 
system generating wealth, power, and new ideas arose to reshape societies in a constant surge of 
change. Approaching capitalism as a culture, as a historical development that was by no means natural 
or inevitable, Joyce Appleby gives us a fascinating introduction to this most potent creation of mankind 
from its origins to its present global reach.

The Relentless Revolution: A History of Capitalism

How do we come to trust our knowledge of the world? What are the means by which we distinguish true 
from false accounts? Why do we credit one observational statement over another? In A Social History 
of Truth, Shapin engages these universal questions through an elegant recreation of a crucial period in 
the history of early modern science: the social world of gentlemen-philosophers in seventeenth-century 
England. Steven Shapin paints a vivid picture of the relations between gentlemanly culture and scientific 
practice. He argues that problems of credibility in science were practically solved through the codes and 
conventions of genteel conduct: trust, civility, honor, and integrity. These codes formed, and arguably 
still form, an important basis for securing reliable knowledge about the natural world. Shapin uses 
detailed historical narrative to argue about the establishment of factual knowledge both in science 
and in everyday practice. Accounts of the mores and manners of gentlemen-philosophers are used 
to illustrate Shapin's broad claim that trust is imperative for constituting every kind of knowledge. 
Knowledge-making is always a collective enterprise: people have to know whom to trust in order to 
know something about the natural world.

A Social History of Truth

Barbara Foley here focuses on the relatively neglected genre of documentary fiction: novels that are 
continually near the borderline between factual and fictive discourse. She links the development of 
the genre over three centuries to the evolution of capitalism, but her analyses of literary texts depart 
significantly from those of most current Marxist critics. Foley maintains that Marxist theory has yet to 
produce a satisfactory theory of mimesis or of the development of genres, and she addresses such 
key issues as the problem of reference and the nature of generic distinctions. Among the authors 
whom Foley treats are Defoe, Scott, George Eliot, Joyce, Isherwood, Dos Passos, William Wells Brown, 
Ishmael Reed, and Ernest Gaines.

Telling the Truth

A philosophical interpretation of history, examining the significance of historical study as a science and 
a reflection of social values.



What is History?

American history told from the bottom up by Howard Zinn himself—and the perfect all-ages introduction 
to his eye-opening viewpoint, published on Zinn’s hundredth birthday Truth Has a Power of Its Own 
is an engrossing collection of conversations with the late Howard Zinn and “an eloquently hopeful 
introduction for those who haven’t yet encountered Zinn’s work” (Booklist). Here is an unvarnished, yet 
ultimately optimistic, tour of American history—told by someone who was often an active participant 
in it. Viewed through the lens of Zinn’s own life as a soldier, historian, and activist and using his 
paradigm-shifting A People’s History of the United States as a point of departure, these conversations 
explore the American Revolution, the Civil War, the labor battles of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries, U.S. imperialism from the Indian Wars to the War on Terrorism, World Wars I and II, the Cold 
War, and the fight for equality and immigrant rights—all from an unapologetically radical standpoint. 
Longtime admirers and a new generation of readers alike will be fascinated to learn about Zinn’s thought 
processes, rationale, motivations, and approach to his now-iconic historical work. Zinn’s humane (and 
often humorous) voice—along with his keen moral vision—shine through every one of these lively and 
thought-provoking conversations. Battles over the telling of our history still rage across the country, and 
there’s no better person to tell it than Howard Zinn.

Truth Has a Power of Its Own

"Fake news," wild conspiracy theories, misleading claims, doctored photos, lies peddled as facts, 
facts dismissed as lies—citizens of democracies increasingly inhabit a public sphere teeming with 
competing claims and counterclaims, with no institution or person possessing the authority to settle 
basic disputes in a definitive way. The problem may be novel in some of its details—including the 
role of today's political leaders, along with broadcast and digital media, in intensifying the epistemic 
anarchy—but the challenge of determining truth in a democratic world has a backstory. In this lively and 
illuminating book, historian Sophia Rosenfeld explores a longstanding and largely unspoken tension 
at the heart of democracy between the supposed wisdom of the crowd and the need for information to 
be vetted and evaluated by a learned elite made up of trusted experts. What we are witnessing now is 
the unraveling of the détente between these competing aspects of democratic culture. In four bracing 
chapters, Rosenfeld substantiates her claim by tracing the history of the vexed relationship between 
democracy and truth. She begins with an examination of the period prior to the eighteenth-century Age 
of Revolutions, where she uncovers the political and epistemological foundations of our democratic 
world. Subsequent chapters move from the Enlightenment to the rise of both populist and technocratic 
notions of democracy between the nineteenth and twentieth centuries to the troubling trends—including 
the collapse of social trust—that have led to the rise of our "post-truth" public life. Rosenfeld concludes 
by offering suggestions for how to defend the idea of truth against the forces that would undermine it.

Democracy and Truth

'Lucid, restrained, persuasive. If there is such a thing as the history wars, then Bain Attwood has struck 
a major blow for the peace process. Telling the Truth About Aboriginal History is unflinchingly fair, 
scholarly, and refreshingly accessible.' Hugh Mackay, social researcher and author 'Genuinely good 
Australian history is under serious attack and Attwood's book is a brilliant battlefield analysis.' Alan 
Atkinson, Australian Research Council Professorial Fellow 'Hard-hitting but always thoughtful, Bain 
Attwood's rich, informed, and powerful book. has much to say about the centrality of history and memory 
to debates on the future of social justice in democratic societies.' Professor Dipesh Chakrabarty, 
University of Chicago Once upon a time historical controversies were debated among a small circle 
of academic historians. Today they are the subject of intense 'history wars' fought out in parliament, 
court rooms, museums, newspapers, cafes and blog sites. Bain Attwood takes us to the heart of the 
conflict about the Aboriginal past in Australia. He tracks the growing popularity of history and weighs 
the consequences for the nature of historical knowledge and the authority of the historian. He asks why 
and how Aboriginal history has become central to Australian politics, culture and identity. He examines 
the work of historical 'revisionists' and tests their promise of historical truth. Finally, Attwood ponders 
how the traumatic history of frontier conflict might better be remembered - and mourned - and why 
telling the truth about history matters for the nation and for all of us.

Telling the Truth About Aboriginal History

Modern relativism and postmodern thought in culture and language challenge the 'truth' of history. 
This book considers how all historians, confined by the concepts and forms of argument of their own 



cultures, can still discover truths about the past. The Truth of History presents a study of various 
historical explanations and interpretations and evaluates their success as accounts of the past. C. 
Behan McCullagh contests that the variety of historical interpretations and subjectivity does not exclude 
the possibility of their truth. Through an examination of the constraints of history, the author argues 
that although historical descriptions do not mirror the past they can correlate with it in a regular and 
definable way. Far from debating in the abstract and philosophical only, the author beds his argument 
in numerous illuminating concrete historical examples. The Truth of History explores a new position 
between the two extremes of believing that history perfectly represents the past and that history can 
tell us nothing true of the past.

The Truth of History

Winner of the 2003 Trillium Book Award "Stories are wondrous things," award-winning author and 
scholar Thomas King declares in his 2003 CBC Massey Lectures. "And they are dangerous." Beginning 
with a traditional Native oral story, King weaves his way through literature and history, religion and 
politics, popular culture and social protest, gracefully elucidating North America's relationship with its 
Native peoples. Native culture has deep ties to storytelling, and yet no other North American culture has 
been the subject of more erroneous stories. The Indian of fact, as King says, bears little resemblance 
to the literary Indian, the dying Indian, the construct so powerfully and often destructively projected by 
White North America. With keen perception and wit, King illustrates that stories are the key to, and only 
hope for, human understanding. He compels us to listen well.

The Truth About Stories

Criticizes the way history is presented in current textbooks, and suggests a fresh and more accurate 
approach to teaching American history.

Lies My Teacher Told Me

This collection of exemplary essays by internationally recognized scholars examines the fairy tale 
from historical, folkloristic, literary, and psychoanalytical points of view. For generations of children 
and adults, fairy tales have encapsulated social values, often through the use of fixed characters and 
situations, to a far greater extent than any other oral or literary form. In many societies, fairy tales 
function as a paradigm both for understanding society and for developing individual behavior and 
personality. A few of the topics covered in this volume: oral narration in contemporary society; madness 
and cure in the 1001 Nights; the female voice in folklore and fairy tale; change in narrative form; tests, 
tasks, and trials in the Grimms' fairy tales; and folklorists as agents of nationalism. The subject of 
methodology is discussed by Torborg Lundell, Stven Swann Jones, Hans-Jorg Uther, and Anna Tavis.

Fairy Tales and Society

'This is a timely book, with penetrating discussion of issues very much in the forefront of the contempo-
rary philosophy. Despite the prominence of negative arguments it contains much to contribute positively 
to our understanding of what is needed for a conception of rationality and objectivity that covers ethics 
and value theory generally as well as physics.'

Reason, Truth and History

Considering studying history at university? Wondering whether a history degree will get you a good 
job, and what you might earn? Want to know what it’s actually like to study history at degree level? 
This book tells you what you need to know. Studying any subject at degree level is an investment in the 
future that involves significant cost. Now more than ever, students and their parents need to weigh up 
the potential benefits of university courses. That’s where the Why Study series comes in. This series 
of books, aimed at students, parents and teachers, explains in practical terms the range and scope of 
an academic subject at university level and where it can lead in terms of careers or further study. Each 
book sets out to enthuse the reader about its subject and answer the crucial questions that a college 
prospectus does not.

Why Study History?

This inspiring memoir of life on the frontlines of history is a “riveting blend of investigative reporting, 
color commentary, and personal reminiscence” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). A 60 Minutes 



correspondent and former anchor of the CBS Evening News, Scott Pelley writes as a witness to events 
that changed our world. In moving, detailed prose, he stands with firefighters at the collapsing World 
Trade Center on 9/11, advances with American troops in combat in Afghanistan and Iraq, and reveals 
private moments with presidents (and would-be presidents) he’s known for decades. Pelley also offers 
a resounding defense of free speech and a free press as the rights that guarantee all others. Above all, 
Truth Worth Telling offers a collection of inspiring tales that reminds us of the importance of sticking to 
our values in uncertain times. For readers who believe that values matter, and that truth is worth telling, 
Pelley writes, “I have written this book for you.”

Truth Worth Telling

“Should be in the hands of every history teacher in the country.”— Howard Zinn James Loewen has 
revised Teaching What Really Happened, the bestselling, go-to resource for social studies and history 
teachers wishing to break away from standard textbook retellings of the past. In addition to updating 
the scholarship and anecdotes throughout, the second edition features a timely new chapter entitled 
"Truth" that addresses how traditional and social media can distort current events and the historical 
record. Helping students understand what really happened in the past will empower them to use history 
as a tool to argue for better policies in the present. Our society needs engaged citizens now more 
than ever, and this book offers teachers concrete ideas for getting students excited about history while 
also teaching them to read critically. It will specifically help teachers and students tackle important 
content areas, including Eurocentrism, the American Indian experience, and slavery. Book Features: 
An up-to-date assessment of the potential and pitfalls of U.S. and world history education. Information to 
help teachers expect, and get, good performance from students of all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic 
backgrounds. Strategies for incorporating project-oriented self-learning, having students conduct online 
historical research, and teaching historiography. Ideas from teachers across the country who are 
empowering students by teaching what really happened. Specific chapters dedicated to five content 
topics usually taught poorly in today’s schools.

Teaching What Really Happened

Get the real facts you weren’t taught in school and learn how these myths have survived for so long. 
Discover the stories behind history’s greatest lies and how—and why—the world’s biggest whoppers 
have survived textbooks and lesson plans for years. For instance, did you know the conquistador 
Hernán Cortés wasn’t as bloodthirsty as they say? Neither were the Goths, who were actually the most 
progressive of the Germanic tribes. Or, that a petty criminal with a resemblance to John Dillinger was 
probably assassinated instead of the notorious bank robber? In History’s Greatest Lies, Weir sets the 
record straight through a fascinating examination of historical lies and myths and the true stories behind 
them. Each chapter pinpoints a misconception held as common truth in history. For example: Emperor 
Nero did not fiddle as Rome burned Paul Revere had plenty of help in his midnight ride In terms of 
prisons, the Bastille wasn’t all that bad Weir explains why each lie persevered in our minds through 
ulterior motives, responsibility shirking, or exaggerations. You’ll also discover the common threads that 
make up these falsehoods: the scapegoats, the spin needed to cast undeserving in a better light, and 
the frightful oversimplification of facts. Praise for History’s Greatest Lies “Weir takes no prisoners—and 
tells no lies—in his continuously surprising and always fascinating new book. Great falsehoods have 
shaped history even more than great truths; the enduring fascination of this highly original volume is 
discovering how much of what we accept for fact is just plain wrong.” —Joe Cummins, author of The 
War Chronicles: From Chariots to Flintlocks and History’s Greatest Untold Stories

Who's Telling the Truth?

Born after the Revolution, the first generation of Americans inherited a truly new world--and, with it, 
the task of working out the terms of Independence. Anyone who started a business, marketed a new 
invention, ran for office, formed an association, or wrote for publication was helping to fashion the 
world's first liberal society. These are the people we encounter in Inheriting the Revolution, a vibrant 
tapestry of the lives, callings, decisions, desires, and reflections of those Americans who turned the 
new abstractions of democracy, the nation, and free enterprise into contested realities. Through data 
gathered on thousands of people, as well as hundreds of memoirs and autobiographies, Joyce Appleby 
tells myriad intersecting stories of how Americans born between 1776 and 1830 reinvented themselves 
and their society in politics, economics, reform, religion, and culture. They also had to grapple with the 
new distinction of free and slave labor, with all its divisive social entailments; the rout of Enlightenment 



rationality by the warm passions of religious awakening; the explosion of small business opportunities 
for young people eager to break out of their parents' colonial cocoon. Few in the nation escaped 
the transforming intrusiveness of these changes. Working these experiences into a vivid picture of 
American cultural renovation, Appleby crafts an extraordinary--and deeply affecting--account of how 
the first generation established its own culture, its own nation, its own identity. The passage of social 
responsibility from one generation to another is always a fascinating interplay of the inherited and the 
novel; this book shows how, in the early nineteenth century, the very idea of generations resonated 
with new meaning in the United States.

The Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus

Now in paperback, this collection of Foucault’s lectures traces the historical formation and con-
temporary significance of the hermeneutics of the self. Just before the summer of 1982, French 
philosopher Michel Foucault gave a series of lectures at Victoria University in Toronto. In these lectures, 
which were part of his project of writing a genealogy of the modern subject, he is concerned with 
the care and cultivation of the self, a theme that becomes central to the second, third, and fourth 
volumes of his History of Sexuality. Foucault had always been interested in the question of how 
constellations of knowledge and power produce and shape subjects, and in the last phase of his life, 
he became especially interested not only in how subjects are formed by these forces but in how they 
ethically constitute themselves. In this lecture series and accompanying seminar, Foucault focuses 
on antiquity, starting with classical Greece, the early Roman empire, and concluding with Christian 
monasticism in the fourth and fifth centuries AD. Foucault traces the development of a new kind of 
verbal practice—“speaking the truth about oneself”—in which the subject increasingly comes to be 
defined by its inner thoughts and desires. He deemed this new form of “hermeneutical” subjectivity 
important not just for historical reasons, but also due to its enduring significance in modern society.

History's Greatest Lies

“Nothing short of a masterpiece.” —NPR Books A New York Times Bestseller and a Washington 
Post Notable Book of the Year In the most ambitious one-volume American history in decades, 
award-winning historian Jill Lepore offers a magisterial account of the origins and rise of a divided 
nation. Widely hailed for its “sweeping, sobering account of the American past” (New York Times Book 
Review), Jill Lepore’s one-volume history of America places truth itself—a devotion to facts, proof, and 
evidence—at the center of the nation’s history. The American experiment rests on three ideas—“these 
truths,” Jefferson called them—political equality, natural rights, and the sovereignty of the people. 
But has the nation, and democracy itself, delivered on that promise? These Truths tells this uniquely 
American story, beginning in 1492, asking whether the course of events over more than five centuries 
has proven the nation’s truths, or belied them. To answer that question, Lepore wrestles with the state of 
American politics, the legacy of slavery, the persistence of inequality, and the nature of technological 
change. “A nation born in contradiction… will fight, forever, over the meaning of its history,” Lepore 
writes, but engaging in that struggle by studying the past is part of the work of citizenship. With These 
Truths, Lepore has produced a book that will shape our view of American history for decades to come.

Inheriting the Revolution

Where would we be without the truth telling of Moses, Jesus, Martin Luther King Jr.- and you? The 
choice is clear: truth, justice, and freedom, or lies, injustice, and bondage? The good life and a just 
society depend on truth telling- but are we more comfortable with lies and fake news?

Speaking the Truth about Oneself

The old saying goes, ''To the man with a hammer, everything looks like a nail.'' But anyone who has 
done any kind of project knows a hammer often isn't enough. The more tools you have at your disposal, 
the more likely you'll use the right tool for the job - and get it done right. The same is true when it 
comes to your thinking. The quality of your outcomes depends on the mental models in your head. 
And most people are going through life with little more than a hammer. Until now. The Great Mental 
Models: General Thinking Concepts is the first book in The Great Mental Models series designed 
to upgrade your thinking with the best, most useful and powerful tools so you always have the right 
one on hand. This volume details nine of the most versatile, all-purpose mental models you can use 
right away to improve your decision making, productivity, and how clearly you see the world. You will 
discover what forces govern the universe and how to focus your efforts so you can harness them to your 



advantage, rather than fight with them or worse yet- ignore them. Upgrade your mental toolbox and get 
the first volume today. AUTHOR BIOGRAPHY Farnam Street (FS) is one of the world's fastest growing 
websites, dedicated to helping our readers master the best of what other people have already figured 
out. We curate, examine and explore the timeless ideas and mental models that history's brightest 
minds have used to live lives of purpose. Our readers include students, teachers, CEOs, coaches, 
athletes, artists, leaders, followers, politicians and more. They're not defined by gender, age, income, 
or politics but rather by a shared passion for avoiding problems, making better decisions, and lifelong 
learning. AUTHOR HOME Ottawa, Ontario, Canada

These Truths: A History of the United States

CELEBRATING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY, THE OFFICIAL NATIONAL POETRY DAY COLLEC-
TION. CURATED AND INTRODUCED BY CERYS MATTHEWS. Tell Me the Truth About Life is an 
indispensable anthology which celebrates poetry's power to tap into the truths that matter. Curated 
and introduced by Cerys Matthews, this collection draws on the wisdom of crowds: featuring poems 
nominated for their insight into truth by a range of ordinary and extraordinary people: from Britain's 
first astronaut, Helen Sharman, to sporting heroes and world-famous musicians, teachers, artists and 
politicians. Their choices include contemporary work by Yrsa Daley-Ward, John Cooper Clarke and 
Kei Miller alongside classics by W H Auden, Emily Dickinson and Dylan Thomas. Here you will find 
poems to revive the spirit, ballads to mobilize and life-lines to hold you safe in the dark. Compiled for 
National Poetry Day's twenty-fifth anniversary, Tell Me the Truth About Life is a book that reminds us we 
are never completely alone in our search to glimpse the truth. Containing nominations from a number 
of high-profile poetry lovers and poets, including Michael Morpurgo, Mark Gatiss, Dolly Alderton, and 
Helen Sharman, among others.

Truth Telling in a Post-Truth World

This collection of essays investigates histories in the ancient world and the extent to which the 
producers and consumers of those histories believed them to be true. Ancient Greek historiographers 
repeatedly stressed the importance of truth to history; yet they also purported to believe in myth, 
distorted facts for nationalistic or moralizing purposes, and omitted events that modern audiences 
might consider crucial to a truthful account of the past. Truth and History in the Ancient World explores 
a pluralistic concept of truth – one in which different versions of the same historical event can all be true 
– or different kinds of truths and modes of belief are contingent on culture. Beginning with comparisons 
between historiography and aspects of belief in Greek tragedy, chapters include discussions of 
historiography through the works of Herodotus, Xenophon, and Ktesias, as well as Hellenistic and 
later historiography, material culture in Vitruvius, and Lucian’s satire. Rather than investigate whether 
historiography incorporates elements of poetic, rhetorical, or narrative techniques to shape historical 
accounts, or whether cultural memory is flexible or manipulated, this volume examines pluralities of 
truth and belief within the ancient world – and consequences for our understanding of culture, ancient 
or otherwise.

The Great Mental Models: General Thinking Concepts

In this thought-provoking study (Library Journal ), historian Kyle Ward-the widely acclaimed co-author 
of History Lessons-gives us another fascinating look at the biases inherent in the way we learn about 
our history. Juxtaposing passages from...

Tell Me the Truth About Life

The 'Father of Greater New York' is dead. Shot outside his Park Avenue mansion in the year of our Lord, 
1903. In the hour of his death, will the truth of his life finally break free? Born to a struggling farming 
family in 1820, Andrew Haswell Green was a self-made man who reshaped Manhattan, built Central 
Park and turned New York into a modern metropolis. Now, at eighty-three, when he thought the world 
could hold no more surprises, he is murdered. As the detective assigned to the case traces his ghost 
across the city, other spectres appear: a wealthy courtesan; a broken-hearted man in a bowler hat; 
and an ambitious politician, Samuel, whose lifelong friendship was a source of joy and frustration. In a 
life of industry and restraint, where is the space for love? As restlessly inventive and absorbing as its 
protagonist, The Great Mistake is the story of a city, and a singular man, transformed by longing.

Truth and History in the Ancient World



Born to slaves in 1862, Ida B. Wells became a fearless antilynching crusader, women's rights advocate, 
and journalist. Wells's refusal to accept any compromise on racial inequality caused her to be labeled a 
"dangerous radical" in her day but made her a model for later civil rights activists as well as a powerful 
witness to the troubled racial politics of her era. In the richly illustrated To Tell the Truth Freely, the 
historian Mia Bay vividly captures Wells's legacy and life, from her childhood in Mississippi to her early 
career in late nineteenth-century Memphis and her later life in Progressive-era Chicago. Wells's fight 
for racial and gender justice began in 1883, when she was a young schoolteacher who traveled to her 
rural schoolhouse by rail. Forcibly ejected from her seat on a train one day on account of her race, Wells 
immediately sued the railroad. Though she ultimately lost her case on appeal in the Supreme Court 
of Tennessee, the published account of her legal challenge to Jim Crow changed her life, propelling 
her into a career as an outspoken journalist and social activist. Also a fierce critic of the racial violence 
that marked her era, Wells went on to launch a crusade against lynching that took her across the 
United States and eventually to Britain. Though she helped found the NAACP in 1910 after resettling 
in Chicago, she would not remain a member for long. Always militant in her quest for racial justice, 
Wells rejected not only Booker T. Washington's accommodationism but also the moderating influence 
of white reformers within the early NAACP. The life of Ida B. Wells and her enduring achievements are 
dramatically recovered in Mia Bay's To Tell the Truth Freely.

History in the Making

INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! In I’m Telling the Truth, but I’m Lying Bassey Ikpi explores 
her life—as a Nigerian-American immigrant, a black woman, a slam poet, a mother, a daughter, an 
artist—through the lens of her mental health and diagnosis of bipolar II and anxiety. Her remarkable 
memoir in essays implodes our preconceptions of the mind and normalcy as Bassey bares her own 
truths and lies for us all to behold with radical honesty and brutal intimacy. A The Root Favorite Books 
of the Year • A Good Housekeeping Best 60 Books of the Year • A YNaija 10 Notable Books of the 
Year • A GOOP 10 New Favorite Books • A Cup of Jo 5 Big Books of Fall • A Bitch Magazine Most 
Anticipated Books of 2019 • A Bustle 21 New Memoirs That Will Inspire, Motivate, and Captivate You 
• A Publishers Weekly Spring Preview Selection • An Electric Lit 48 Books by Women and Nonbinary 
Authors of Color to Read in 2019 • A Bookish Best Nonfiction of Summer Selection "We will not think or 
talk about mental health or normalcy the same after reading this momentous art object moonlighting as 
a colossal collection of essays.” —Kiese Laymon, author of Heavy From her early childhood in Nigeria 
through her adolescence in Oklahoma, Bassey Ikpi lived with a tumult of emotions, cycling between 
extreme euphoria and deep depression—sometimes within the course of a single day. By the time she 
was in her early twenties, Bassey was a spoken word artist and traveling with HBO's Def Poetry Jam, 
channeling her life into art. But beneath the façade of the confident performer, Bassey's mental health 
was in a precipitous decline, culminating in a breakdown that resulted in hospitalization and a diagnosis 
of Bipolar II. In I'm Telling the Truth, But I'm Lying, Bassey Ikpi breaks open our understanding of mental 
health by giving us intimate access to her own. Exploring shame, confusion, medication, and family in 
the process, Bassey looks at how mental health impacts every aspect of our lives—how we appear to 
others, and more importantly to ourselves—and challenges our preconception about what it means to 
be "normal." Viscerally raw and honest, the result is an exploration of the stories we tell ourselves to 
make sense of who we are—and the ways, as honest as we try to be, each of these stories can also 
be a lie.

The Great Mistake

The dramatic story of Elizabeth's first ten years on the throne and the unexplained death that 
scandalised her court. Elizabeth came to the throne in 1558 a 25-year-old virgin - the most prized catch 
in Christendom. For the first ten years of her reign, one matter dominated above all others: the question 
of who the queen was to marry and when she would produce an heir. Elizabeth's life as England's 
Virgin Queen is one of the most celebrated in history. Christopher Skidmore takes a fresh look at the 
familiar story of a queen with the stomach of a man, steadfastly refusing to marry for the sake of her 
realm, and reveals a very different picture: of a vulnerable young woman, in love with her suitor, Robert 
Dudley. Had it not been for the mysterious and untimely death of his wife, Amy Robsart, Elizabeth 
might have one day been able to marry Dudley, since Amy was believed to be dying of breast cancer. 
Instead, the suspicious circumstances surrounding Amy Robsart's death would cast a long shadow 
over Elizabeth's life, preventing any hope of a union with Dudley and ultimately shaping the course of 



Tudor history. Using newly discovered evidence from the archives, Christopher Skidmore is able to put 
an end to centuries of speculation as to the true causes of her death.

To Tell the Truth Freely

For all of the recent debates over the methods and theoretical underpinnings of the historical profession, 
scholars and laypeople alike still frequently think of history in terms of storytelling. Accordingly, 
historians and theorists have devoted much attention to how historical narratives work, illuminating the 
ways they can bind together events, shape an argument and lend support to ideology. From ancient 
Greece to modern-day bestsellers, the studies gathered here offer a wide-ranging analysis of the textual 
strategies used by historians. They show how in spite of the pursuit of truth and objectivity, the ways in 
which historians tell their stories are inevitably conditioned by their discursive contexts.

I'm Telling the Truth, but I'm Lying

Death and the Virgin
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