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America's Kingdom explores the complex history of mythmaking surrounding the Saudi oil frontier, 
offering a critical analysis of how narratives shaped the relationship between the United States and 
Saudi Arabia. This Stanford study delves into the geopolitical and cultural dimensions, revealing the 
enduring impact of these constructed realities on international relations and regional power dynamics.
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America's Kingdom

Now newly updated, America's Kingdom debunks the many myths that now surround the United 
States's special relationship with Saudi Arabia, also known as "the deal": oil for security. Exploding 
the long-established myth that the Arabian American Oil Company, Aramco, made miracles happen in 
the desert, Robert Vitalis shows how oil led the US government to follow the company to the kingdom, 
and how oil and Aramco quickly became America's largest single overseas private enterprise. From 
the establishment in the 1930s of a Jim Crow system in the Dhahran oil camps, to the consolidation of 
America's Kingdom under the House of Fahd, the royal faction that still rules today, this is a meticulously 
researched account of Aramco as a microcosm of the colonial order.

Oilcraft

“A valuable addition to the new wave of critical studies on the history of oil and energy policy”—and 
a bracing corrective to longstanding myths (James M. Gustafson, Diplomatic History). Conventional 
wisdom tells us that the US military presence in the Persian Gulf is what guarantees American access 
to oil; that the “special” relationship with Saudi Arabia is necessary to stabilize an otherwise volatile 
market; and that these assumptions in turn provide Washington enormous leverage over Europe and 
Asia. But the conventional wisdom is wrong. Robert Vitalis debunks the myths of “oilcraft”, a line of 
magical thinking closer to witchcraft than statecraft. Oil is a commodity like any other: bought, sold, and 
subject to market forces. Vitalis exposes the suspect fears of oil scarcity and investigates the geopolitical 
impact of these false beliefs. In particular, Vitalis shows how we can reconsider the question of the 
US-Saudi special relationship, which confuses and traps many into unnecessarily accepting what they 
imagine is a devil’s bargain. Freeing ourselves from the spell of oilcraft won’t be easy, but the benefits 
make it essential.

Oil Culture

https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/us-saudi-relations
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/us-saudi-relations
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/saudi-oil-history
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/middle-east-geopolitics
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/mythmaking-narratives
https://mint.outcastdroids.ai/search/stanford-research


In the 150 years since the birth of the petroleum industry oil has saturated our culture, fueling our 
cars and wars, our economy and policies. But just as thoroughly, culture saturates oil. So what exactly 
is “oil culture”? This book pursues an answer through petrocapitalism’s history in literature, film, fine 
art, wartime propaganda, and museum displays. Investigating cultural discourses that have taken 
shape around oil, these essays compose the first sustained attempt to understand how petroleum 
has suffused the Western imagination. The contributors to this volume examine the oil culture nexus, 
beginning with the whale oil culture it replaced and analyzing literature and films such as Giant, 
Sundown, Bernardo Bertolucci’s La Via del Petrolio, and Ben Okri’s “What the Tapster Saw”; corporate 
art, museum installations, and contemporary photography; and in apocalyptic visions of environmental 
disaster and science fiction. By considering oil as both a natural resource and a trope, the authors 
show how oil’s dominance is part of culture rather than an economic or physical necessity. Oil Culture 
sees beyond oil capitalism to alternative modes of energy production and consumption. Contributors: 
Georgiana Banita, U of Bamberg; Frederick Buell, Queens College; Gerry Canavan, Marquette U; 
Melanie Doherty, Wesleyan College; Sarah Frohardt-Lane, Ripon College, Matthew T. Huber, Syracuse 
U; Dolly Jørgensen, Umeå U; Stephanie LeMenager, U of Oregon; Hanna Musiol, Northeastern U; Chad 
H. Parker, U of Louisiana at Lafayette; Ruth Salvaggio, U of North Carolina, Chapel Hill; Heidi Scott, 
Florida International U; Imre Szeman, U of Alberta; Michael Watts, U of California, Berkeley; Jennifer 
Wenzel, Columbia University; Sheena Wilson, U of Alberta; Rochelle Raineri Zuck, U of Minnesota 
Duluth; Catherine Zuromskis, U of New Mexico.

When Capitalists Collide

Robert Vitalis's empirically rich study challenges the left-nationalist paradigm through which twenti-
eth-century Egyptian history and politics has generally been interpreted. He argues with those who 
explain Egyptian economic development primarily in terms of class and of power struggles between 
British and Egyptian entrepreneurs and politicians. Vitalis offers a rare, detailed view of the objectives 
and political strategies of both international firms and Egypt's own big business rivals. He highlights 
the career of Muhammad Ahmad 'Abbud, modern Egypt's most successful businessman. Vitalis's 
argument can be effectively applied to many other developing countries and his book makes a major 
contribution to ongoing debates regarding class, underdevelopment, and nationalism. This title is part 
of UC Press's Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission 
to seek out and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a 
backlist dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once 
again using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1995.

Revolutionary Womanhood

“Laura Bier unpacks the complicated dynamics and legacy of an historical moment in which women 
were understood to be crucial to modern nation-building.” —Lila Abu-Lughod, author of Do Muslim 
Women Need Saving? The first major historical account of gender politics during the Nasser era, 
Revolutionary Womanhood analyzes feminism as a system of ideas and political practices, international 
in origin but local in iteration. Drawing connections between the secular nationalist projects that 
emerged in the 1950s and the gender politics of Islamism today, Laura Bier reveals how discussions 
about education, companionate marriage, and enlightened motherhood, as well as veiling, work, and 
other means of claiming public space created opportunities to reconsider the relationship between 
modernity, state feminism, and postcolonial state-building. Bier highlights attempts by political elites 
under Nasser to transform Egyptian women into national subjects. These attempts to fashion a “new” 
yet authentically Egyptian woman both enabled and constrained women’s notions of gender, liberation, 
and agency. Ultimately, Bier challenges the common assumption that these emerging feminisms were 
somehow not culturally or religiously authentic, and details their lasting impact on Egyptian womanhood 
today. “Addresses a major void in the historical literature on Egypt. Showing how gendered politics 
proved central to Nasserist attempts to modernize, the book broadens our understanding of state 
feminism, secularism, and the postcolonial period. A very welcome addition, the work combines 
theoretical sophistication with rich evidence and well-crafted arguments.” —Beth Baron, author of Egypt 
as a Woman “Laura Bier’s well-researched and engaging text skillfully illustrates how Nasser spun ‘the 
woman question’ to define his Arab socialist agenda.”—Lisa Pollard, author of Nurturing the Nation

Discovery!



Illuminating a little-known but extremely significant period in world history--the discovery of oil in the 
Middle East and the beginnings of what is now the Saudi Arabian Oil Company (Saudi Aramco)--this 
captivating history explores the birth of the Middle Eastern oil industry. From the king and his royal court 
to the desert guides, scientists, and mechanics who built the original oil company, Aramco, the distant 
and desperately poor world of Depression-era Saudi Arabia is vividly brought to life. Written more than 
50 years ago, this detailed account serves as a kind of time capsule and features the author's prescient 
insights into the cultural and technological consequences of King Ibn Saud's deliberate decision to 
choose America as his commercial ally.

Middle East Studies for the New Millennium

Afterword: Middle East Studies for the New Millennium: Infrastructures of Knowledge -- Appendix: 
Producing Knowledge on World Regions: Overview of Data Collection and Project Methodology, 
2000-Present -- About the Contributors -- Index

Oil for Food

"In Oil for Food, Eckart Woertz analyzes the geopolitical implications behind the current investment 
drive of Arab Gulf countries in food insecure countries like Sudan or Pakistan. Having lived in Dubai 
for seven years, and drawing on extensive archival sources and interviews, he gives the inside story 
of how regional food security concerns have developed historically, how domestic agro-lobbies shape 
policy making, and how the failed attempt to develop Sudan as an Arab bread-basket in the 1970s 
carries important lessons for today's investments drive." --

The Oxford Handbook of Contemporary Middle-Eastern and North African History

This handbook is currently in development, with individual articles publishing online in advance of 
print publication. At this time, we cannot add information about unpublished articles in this handbook, 
however the table of contents will continue to grow as additional articles pass through the review 
process and are added to the site. Please note that the online publication date for this handbook is 
the date that the first article in the title was published online.

Deconstructing ‘Energy Security’ in Oman

This book makes a substantial and timely contribution to discussions on energy security in Oman, 
providing a systematic analysis of energy security in Oman from 1920 to 2020. It is particularly 
relevant in light of the recent global geopolitics of the Gulf particularly, and the Middle Eastern region 
broadly, as well as connecting to current climate change research and debates. Combining a political 
sociological account with postcolonial concepts within a theoretical and empirical exploration of energy 
politics, the book weaves a study of energy security into the historical and contemporary development 
of political, economic, security, and social structures in Oman. Including interviews with Omani and 
Oman-based practitioners, as well as grounded in historical documents which include Arabic-language 
sources, this book evaluates the energy question beyond the typical economic perspective, considering 
socio-political opportunities and challenges. It also makes economic-related recommendations in 
tandem with rentier state theory. Unlike the dominant accounts of energy security in Oman, this book 
sets itself apart by moving away from utilising liberal and realist approaches for its analysis and engages 
systematically with critical security studies to introduce a non-Eurocentric perspective to the arena. Of 
interest to scholars in Middle Eastern history, energy security, and security studies, this book assumes 
an important place in the critical literature on the Gulf, particularly within environmental studies and 
energy policy literature.

America in the World

This volume includes historiographical surveys of American foreign relations since 1941 by some of 
the country's leading historians. Some of the essays offer sweeping overviews of the major trends 
in the field of foreign/international relations history. Others survey the literature on US relations with 
particular regions of the world or on the foreign policies of presidential administrations. The result is 
a comprehensive assessment of the historical literature on US foreign policy that highlights recent 
developments in the field.

Charity in Saudi Arabia



An innovative study of charity practices in Saudi Arabia, focusing on ordinary Saudis who provide 
charity to the poor and needy.

Counter-Narratives

Saudi Arabia and Yemen are two countries of crucial importance in the Middle East and yet our 
knowledge about them is highly limited, while typical ways of looking at the histories of these countries 
have impeded understanding. Counter-Narratives brings together a group of leading scholars of the 
Middle East using new theoretical and methodological approaches to cross-examine standard stories, 
whether as told by Westerners or by Saudis and Yemenis, and these are found wanting. The authors 
assess how grand historical narratives such as those produced by states and colonial powers are 
currently challenged by multiple historical actors, a process which generates alternative narratives 
about identity, the state and society.

Envisioning the Arab Future

This book reinterprets US-Arab relations by examining conflicts between American Cold War policies 
and the modernizing visions of Arab nationalists, Islamists, and communists.

The Oxford Handbook of Energy Politics

"In many ways, everything we once knew about energy resources and technologies has been impacted 
by: the longstanding scientific consensus on climate change and related support for renewable energy; 
the affordability of extraction of unconventional fuels; increasing demand for energy resources by 
middle- and low-income nations; new regional and global stakeholders; fossil fuel discoveries and 
emerging renewable technologies; awareness of (trans)local politics; and rising interest in corporate 
social responsibility (CSR) and the need for energy justice. Research on these and related topics now 
appears frequently in social science academic journals-in broad-based journals, such as International 
Organization, International Studies Quarterly, and Review of International Political Economy, as well 
as those focused specifically on energy (e.g., Energy Research & Social Science and Energy Policy), 
the environment (Global Environmental Politics), natural resources (Resources Policy), and extractive 
industries (Extractive Industries and Society). The Oxford Handbook of Energy Politics synthesizes and 
aggregates this substantively diverse literature to provide insights into, and a foundation for teaching 
and research on, critical energy issues primarily in the areas of international relations and comparative 
politics. Its primary goals are to further develop the energy politics scholarship and community, and 
generate sophisticated new work that will benefit a variety of scholars working on energy issues"--

The Transnational Middle East

The Middle East has been undergoing new crises since the powerful socio-political uprisings known as 
the Arab Spring took place in several countries in 2011. Some countries are experiencing a long-term 
collapse of their political and social structures out of internal conflicts and external interventions. The 
Transnational Middle East posits that, in the Middle East, the development of regional dynamics, of 
processes and circulations of all kinds, can be documented. In this regard, the approaches it develops 
— ‘bottom-up’ regionalisation, ‘globalisation from below’ — allow for a better understanding of the 
ways in which the Middle East is part of global transformations. The book analyses how, through 
their practices, Middle East societies elaborate a regional space which is not institutionalised. Based 
on fieldwork in the Middle East, the book provides venues for further theoretical elaboration on 
globalisation and contemporary societies, as well as on processes of regionalisation. It draws on the 
emergence of genuine regional spaces of culture, art, economic activity, human circulation — which 
supplement and do not contradict other infra-national, national, or global social processes. As in other 
areas of the world, these transformations are to a large extent the mode of the Middle East’s insertion 
into globalisation. In this respect, they go against standard narratives of the supposed ‘exceptionalism’ 
of the region. This book will be a great contribution to comparative politics, Middle Eastern studies, 
globalisation and international relations.

Saudi Arabia in Transition

"Making sense of Saudi Arabia is crucially important today. The kingdom's western province contains 
the heart of Islam, and it is the United States' closest Arab ally and the largest producer of oil in the 
world. However, the country is undergoing rapid change: its aged leadership is ceding power to a new 



generation, and its society, dominated by young people, is restive. Saudi Arabia has long remained 
closed to foreign scholars, with a select few academics allowed into the kingdom over the past decade. 
This book presents the fruits of their research as well as those of the most prominent Saudi academics 
in the field. This volume focuses on different sectors of Saudi society and examines how the changes 
of the past few decades have affected each. It reflects new insights and provides the most up-to-date 
research on the country's social, cultural, economic and political dynamics"--

2007

Die International Bibliographiy of Historical Sciences verzeichnet jährlich die bedeutendsten Neuer-
scheinungen geschichtswissenschaftlicher Monographien und Zeitschriftenartikel weltweit, die in-
haltlich von der Vor- und Frühgeschichte bis zur jüngsten Vergangenheit reichen. Sie ist damit die 
derzeit einzige laufende Bibliographie dieser Art, die thematisch, zeitlich und geographisch ein derart 
breites Spektrum abdeckt. Innerhalb der systematischen Gliederung nach Zeitalter, Region oder 
historischer Disziplin sind die Werke nach Autorennamen oder charakteristischem Titelhauptwort 
aufgelistet.

The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of the Middle East

"Book Abstract: The sociology of the Middle East has been an expanding field of inquiry since the 
aftermath of WWII when phenomena as diverse as urbanization, internal and international migration, 
and peasant societies attracted the attention of scholars working on the region. The Middle East 
became central in key sociological debates on modernization theory and the critical responses. 
The Oxford Handbook of the Sociology of the Middle East connects this historical trajectory with 
the emergence of the sociology of Islam, inspired by Max Weber. It explores how within the global 
community, the Middle East has become a terrain of heightened concern within the post-Cold War 
context, where the promising rise of civic (and often religiously-inspired) sociopolitical movements in 
the 1980s and 1990s has been slowly overwhelmed by the affirmation of jihadist networks, authoritarian 
states, and complex supranational security apparatuses. This foundational volume starts by engaging 
in a critical examination of the field itself, starting with a historical sociology of the making of the idea 
itself of the Middle East and linking it with the legacy of colonialism and the evolving dynamics of global 
power. In repurposing the sociology of the Middle East within a growing interdisciplinary multifield, the 
Handbook develops the critical argument that the exploration of social dynamics in the Middle East 
cannot be disjoined from the analysis of culture and politics. By connecting the vexed state-society 
relations in the region with movements of transformation and the affirmation of rights and creativity in 
the public arenas, it provides a comprehensive perspective to investigate longstanding regional and 
new transregional and global dynamics and their impact on the life of people in the region. Keywords: 
sociology of the Middle East, sociology of Islam, Max Weber, historical sociology, Middle East and 
North Africa region, MENA"--

A Critical Political Economy of the Middle East and North Africa

This book offers the first critical engagement with the political economy of the Middle East and North 
Africa. Challenging conventional wisdom on the origins and contemporary dynamics of capitalism in 
the region, these cutting-edge essays demonstrate how critical political economy can illuminate both 
historical and contemporary dynamics of the region and contribute to wider political economy debates 
from the vantage point of the Middle East. Leading scholars, representing several disciplines, contribute 
both thematic and country-specific analyses. Their writings critically examine major issues in political 
economy—notably, the mutual constitution of states, markets, and classes; the co-constitution of class, 
race, gender, and other forms of identity; varying modes of capital accumulation and the legal, political, 
and cultural forms of their regulation; relations among local, national, and global forms of capital, class, 
and culture; technopolitics; the role of war in the constitution of states and classes; and practices 
and cultures of domination and resistance. Visit politicaleconomyproject.org for additional media and 
learning resources.

Fortress Europe?

An unprecedented number of people is currently on the move seeking refuge in Europe. Large parts of 
European societies respond with anxiety and mistrust to the influx of people. Nationalist, anti-migrant 
parties from Slovakia over Germany to the UK have gained increasing support among the electorate 
and challenge the political mainstream. Europe is struggling how to respond. While the search for 



solutions is ongoing one pattern seems to be emerging: Fortress Europe is in the making. Unfortunately, 
few of these discussions and measures consider the structural root causes and dynamics of migration, 
the motives of migrants or societal challenges more thoroughly. This book seeks to address this 
deficit. Taking migration and asylum policies as a starting point, it analyses the various dimensions 
underpinning migration. In doing so, it identifies why receiving countries are in many ways part of 
the problem. To eschew an overtly Euro-centric perspective and stimulate a debate between science 
and politics, it contains contributions by academics and practitioners alike from both shores of the 
Mediterranean.

Oil Monarchies

This timely book demystifies the politics of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates, 
and Oman, and focuses on the new pressures that have emerged since the Gulf War. Gause illuminates 
the foreign policy tightrope these states walk in the Middle East: self-defense is problematic, regional 
pressures translate directly into the domestic arena, and relations with the United States cause as 
well as solve many problems. Gause examines the interplay of Islamic fundamentalism, tribalism, and, 
most importantly, oil wealth that has determined the power structure of the Gulf monarchies. He shows 
what influences really drive politics in the Middle East as well as how U.S. foreign policy must respond 
to them in order to forge more meaningful ties with each country and preserve the stability of a fragile 
region that is vital to U.S. interests.

Princes, Brokers, and Bureaucrats

In Princes, Brokers, and Bureaucrats, the most thorough treatment of the political economy of Saudi 
Arabia to date, Steffen Hertog uncovers an untold history of how the elite rivalries and whims of half 
a century ago have shaped today's Saudi state and are reflected in its policies. Starting in the late 
1990s, Saudi Arabia embarked on an ambitious reform campaign to remedy its long-term economic 
stagnation. The results have been puzzling for both area specialists and political economists: Saudi 
institutions have not failed across the board, as theorists of the "rentier state" would predict, nor have 
they achieved the all-encompassing modernization the regime has touted. Instead, the kingdom has 
witnessed a bewildering mélange of thorough failures and surprising successes. Hertog argues that 
it is traits peculiar to the Saudi state that make sense of its uneven capacities. Oil rents since World 
War II have shaped Saudi state institutions in ways that are far from uniform. Oil money has given 
regime elites unusual leeway for various institutional experiments in different parts of the state: in some 
cases creating massive rent-seeking networks deeply interwoven with local society; in others large 
but passive bureaucracies; in yet others insulated islands of remarkable efficiency. This process has 
fragmented the Saudi state into an uncoordinated set of vertically divided fiefdoms. Case studies of 
foreign investment reform, labor market nationalization and WTO accession reveal how this oil-funded 
apparatus enables swift and successful policy-making in some policy areas, but produces coordination 
and regulation failures in others.

Japan's Demographic Revival

Japan's Demographic Revival shifts discussions about employing immigration as the 'best' or 'sole' 
solution to assuaging Japan's demographic quagmire to a more systematic approach that identifies 
structural, organizational and cultural impediments that contribute to Japan's (and other countries') 
declining demographic situations. This edited volume also sheds light on the plethora of changes 
required to produce a demographically sustainable Japan.Part One includes chapters explaining the 
endogenous, ethnocultural and structural obstacles that link ethnocultural understandings of citizenship 
and nationality. Part Two consists of chapters that provide insight into the societal barriers that exist in 
Japan to address demographic issues. Part Three shifts its focus away from identifying and analyzing 
the structural, organizational and cultural factors towards chapters that are policy oriented, linking 
existing policies as contributing factors behind Japan's demographic challenge.

Love, Sex, and Desire in Modern Egypt

Cairo is a city obsessed with honor and respectability—and love affairs. Sara, a working-class woman, 
has an affair with a married man and becomes pregnant, only to be abandoned by him; Ayah and 
Zeid, a respectably engaged couple, argue over whether Ayah’s friend is a prostitute or a virgin; Malak, 
a European belly dancer who sometimes gets paid for sex, wants to be loved by a man who won’t 
treat her like a whore just because she’s a dancer; and Alia, a Christian banker who left her abusive 



husband, is the mistress of a wealthy Muslim man, Haroun, who encourages business by hosting risqué 
parties for other men and their mistresses. Set in transnational Cairo over two decades, Love, Sex, 
and Desire in Modern Egypt is an ethnography that explores female respectability, male honor, and 
Western theories and fantasies about Arab society. L. L. Wynn uses stories of love affairs to interrogate 
three areas of classic anthropological theory: mimesis, kinship, and gift. She develops a broad picture 
of how individuals love and desire within a cultural and political system that structures the possibilities 
of, and penalties for, going against sexual and gender norms. Wynn demonstrates that love is at once 
a moral horizon, an attribute that “naturally” inheres in particular social relations, a social phenomenon 
strengthened through cultural concepts of gift and kinship, and an emotion deeply felt and desired by 
individuals.

Multinational Corporations and Organization Theory

This volume covers a range of on-going and newly emerging debates in the study of multinational 
companies (MNCs). A key aim is to consolidate and make available in one place new conceptual, 
methodological and critical MNC research.

Globalization and the Politics of Development in the Middle East

In this 2010 edition of their book on the economic development of the Middle East and North Africa, 
Clement Henry and Robert Springborg reflect on what has happened to the region's economy since 
2001. How have the various countries in the Middle East responded to the challenges of globalization 
and to the rise of political Islam, and what changes, for better or for worse, have occurred? Utilizing 
the country categories they applied in the previous book and further elaborating the significance of 
the structural power of capital and Islamic finance, they demonstrate how over the past decade the 
monarchies (as exemplified by Jordan, Morocco and those of the Gulf Cooperation Council) and 
the conditional democracies (Israel, Turkey and Lebanon) continue to do better than the military 
dictatorships or 'bullies' (Egypt, Tunisia and now Iran) and 'the bunker states' (Algeria, Iraq, Libya, 
Sudan, Syria and Yemen).

A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations

Covers the entire range of the history of U.S. foreign relations from the colonial period to the beginning 
of the 21st century. A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations is an authoritative guide to past and present 
scholarship on the history of American diplomacy and foreign relations from its seventeenth century 
origins to the modern day. This two-volume reference work presents a collection of historiographical 
essays by prominent scholars. The essays explore three centuries of America’s global interactions 
and the ways U.S. foreign policies have been analyzed and interpreted over time. Scholars offer fresh 
perspectives on the history of U.S. foreign relations; analyze the causes, influences, and consequences 
of major foreign policy decisions; and address contemporary debates surrounding the practice of 
American power. The Companion covers a wide variety of methodologies, integrating political, military, 
economic, social and cultural history to explore the ideas and events that shaped U.S. diplomacy 
and foreign relations and continue to influence national identity. The essays discuss topics such 
as the links between U.S. foreign relations and the study of ideology, race, gender, and religion; 
Native American history, expansion, and imperialism; industrialization and modernization; domestic 
and international politics; and the United States’ role in decolonization, globalization, and the Cold 
War. A comprehensive approach to understanding the history, influences, and drivers of U.S. foreign 
relation, this indispensable resource: Examines significant foreign policy events and their subsequent 
interpretations Places key figures and policies in their historical, national, and international contexts 
Provides background on recent and current debates in U.S. foreign policy Explores the historiography 
and primary sources for each topic Covers the development of diverse themes and methodologies 
in histories of U.S. foreign policy Offering scholars, teachers, and students unmatched chronological 
breadth and analytical depth, A Companion to U.S. Foreign Relations: Colonial Era to the Present is 
an important contribution to scholarship on the history of America’s interactions with the world.

The Transformation of the Gulf

This book examines the political, economic and social transformation of the six member-states of 
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the ways in which these states are both shaping, and 
being reshaped by, the processes of globalisation. Adopting a multidisciplinary approach, the volume 
combines thematic chapters focusing on issues such as globalisation, nationalism and identity, political 



thinking, and economic diversification and redistributive policymaking with empirical chapters studying 
specific aspects of reform and change: the emergence of governing markets the rise of Sovereign 
Wealth Funds Islamic Finance the relationship between energy and sustainability trends in foreign 
aid donorship, strategic and foreign policy formulation. Contributions from experts in the field provide 
cutting-edge snapshots of a region in flux and collectively offer a roadmap of its repositioning in the 
global order, examining the interaction between global processes and internal dynamics of change and 
resistance that inject new dimensions into debates over the loci of local and global transformations 
and the manner in which each plays off the other. Situating the Gulf States firmly within their global 
twenty-first century context, this book will hold particular appeal to theorists of globalisation as well as 
to scholars of comparative politics, international political economy and area studies.

Beyond Liberal Order

What does liberal order actually amount to outside the West, where it has been most institutionalised? 
Contrary to the Atlantic or Pacific, liberal hegemony is thin in the Indian Ocean World; there are 
no equivalents of NATO, the EU or the US-Japan defence relationship. Yet what this book calls the 
'Global Indian Ocean' was the beating heart of earlier epochs of globalisation, where experiments 
in international order, market integration and cosmopolitanisms were pioneered. Moreover, it is in 
this macro-region that today's challenges will face their defining hour: climate change, pandemics, 
and the geopolitical contest pitting China and Pakistan against the USA and India. The Global Indian 
Ocean states represent the greatest range of political systems and ideologies in any region, from 
Hindu-nationalist India and nascent democracy in Indonesia and South Africa, to the Gulf's mixture 
of tribal monarchy and high modernism. These essays by leading scholars examine key aspects of 
political order, and their roots in the colonial and pre-colonial past, through the lenses of state-building, 
nationalism, international security, religious identity and economic development. The emergent lessons 
are of great importance for the world, as the 'global' liberal order fades and new alternatives struggle 
to be born.

The Modern Middle East, Third Edition

From the fall of the Ottoman Empire through the Arab Spring, this title offers a classic treatise on the 
making of the contemporary Middle East remains essential reading for students and general readers 
who want to gain a better understanding of this diverse region.

Archive Wars

A study of the Saudi Arabian monarchy’s efforts to construct and disseminate a historical narrative 
to legitimize its rule. The production of history is premised on the selective erasure of certain pasts 
and the artifacts that stand witness to them. From the elision of archival documents to the demolition 
of sacred and secular spaces, each act of destruction is also an act of state building. Following the 
1991 Gulf War, political elites in Saudi Arabia pursued these dual projects of historical commemoration 
and state formation with greater fervor to enforce their postwar vision for state, nation, and economy. 
Seeing Islamist movements as the leading threat to state power, they sought to de-center religion 
from educational, cultural, and spatial policies. With this book, Rosie Bsheer explores the increasing 
secularization of the postwar Saudi state and how it manifested in assembling a national archive and 
reordering urban space in Riyadh and Mecca. The elites’ project was rife with ironies: in Riyadh, they 
employed world-renowned experts to fashion an imagined history, while at the same time in Mecca 
they were overseeing the obliteration of a thousand-year-old topography and its replacement with 
commercial megaprojects. Archive Wars shows how the Saudi state’s response to the challenges 
of the Gulf War served to historicize a national space, territorialize a national history, and ultimately 
refract both through new modes of capital accumulation. Praise for Archive Wars “An instant classic. 
With incredible insight, creativity, and courage, Rosie Bsheer peels away the political and institutional 
barriers that have so long mystified others seeking to understand Saudi Arabia. Bsheer tells us 
remarkable new things about the exercise and meaning of power in today’s Saudi Arabia.” —Toby 
Jones, Rutgers University, author of Desert Kingdom: How Oil and Water Forged Modern Saudi Arabia 
“There are now two distinct eras in the writing of Saudi Arabian history: before Rosie Bsheer’s Archive 
Wars and after.” —Robert Vitalis, University of Pennsylvania, author of Oilcraft “Archive Wars explores 
with conceptual brilliance and historical aplomb the various forms of historical erasure central not just 
to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia but to all modern states. In a finely-grained analysis, Rosie Bsheer 
rethinks the significance of archives, historicism, capital accumulation, and the remaking of the built 



environment. A must-read for all historians concerned with the materiality of modern state formation.” 
—Omnia El Shakry, University of California, Davis, author of The Great Social Laboratory: Subjects of 
Knowledge in Colonial and Postcolonial Egypt

Capitalism and Class in the Gulf Arab States

This book analyzes the recent development of Gulf capitalism through to the aftermath of the 2008 
economic crisis. Situating the Gulf within the evolution of capitalism at a global scale, it presents a 
novel theoretical interpretation of this important region of the Middle East political economy.

White World Order, Black Power Politics

Racism and imperialism are the twin forces that propelled the course of the United States in the world in 
the early twentieth century and in turn affected the way that diplomatic history and international relations 
were taught and understood in the American academy. Evolutionary theory, social Darwinism, and 
racial anthropology had been dominant doctrines in international relations from its beginnings; racist 
attitudes informed research priorities and were embedded in newly formed professional organizations. 
In White World Order, Black Power Politics, Robert Vitalis recovers the arguments, texts, and institution 
building of an extraordinary group of professors at Howard University, including Alain Locke, Ralph 
Bunche, Rayford Logan, Eric Williams, and Merze Tate, who was the first black female professor 
of political science in the country.Within the rigidly segregated profession, the "Howard School of 
International Relations" represented the most important center of opposition to racism and the focal 
point for theorizing feasible alternatives to dependency and domination for Africans and African 
Americans through the early 1960s. Vitalis pairs the contributions of white and black scholars to 
reconstitute forgotten historical dialogues and show the critical role played by race in the formation 
of international relations.

The Routledge Handbook of the History of the Middle East Mandates

The Routledge Handbook of the History of the Middle East Mandates provides an overview of the social, 
political, economic, and cultural histories of the Middle East in the decades between the end of the First 
World War and the late 1940s, when Britain and France abandoned their Mandates. It also situates the 
history of the Mandates in their wider imperial, international and global contexts, incorporating them 
into broader narratives of the interwar decades. In 27 thematically organised chapters, the volume looks 
at various aspects of the Mandates such as: The impact of the First World War and the development 
of a new state system The impact of the League of Nations and international governance Differing 
historical perspectives on the impact of the Mandates system Techniques and practices of government 
The political, social, economic and cultural experiences of the people living in and connected to the 
Mandates. This book provides the reader with a guide to both the history of the Middle East Mandates 
and their complex relation with the broader structures of imperial and international life. It will be a 
valuable resource for all scholars of this period of Middle Eastern and world history.

Regime Stability in Saudi Arabia

This book examines the structure of political power amongst elites inside Saudi Arabia and how they 
might cope with the very serious challenge posed by succession. Presenting a new and refreshing 
theoretical approach that links elite integration with regime stability, the author shows that the kingdom’s 
royal elite is far more integrated than it has generally been given credit for. Based on extensive field 
work inside Saudi Arabia, the book offers a detailed, up-to-date survey and assessment of all the key 
sectors of the elites in the country. The author examines how the succession process has been used 
in highly different circumstances - including deposition, assassination, and death by old age - and 
demonstrates how regime stability in Saudi Arabia rests on the royal family’s ability to unite and to 
solve the challenge of succession. He offers a strong analysis of intra-ruling family mechanisms and 
dynamics in this notoriously private royal family, and addresses the question of whether, as the number 
of royals rapidly grows, the elite is able to remain integrated. Providing a rare insight into the issues 
facing the royal family and ruling elite in Saudi Arabia, this book will be of great interest to scholars and 
students of Middle Eastern politics, and Saudi Arabia in particular.

American Empire



"Compelling, provocative, and learned. This book is a stunning and sophisticated reevaluation of the 
American empire. Hopkins tells an old story in a truly new way--American history will never be the same 
again."--Jeremi Suri, author of The Impossible Presidency: The Rise and Fall of America's Highest 
Office.Office.

Great Powers and Regional Orders

Great Powers and Regional Orders explores the manifestations of US power in the Persian Gulf and the 
limits of American influence. Significantly, this volume explores both the impact of US domestic politics 
and the role played by the region itself in terms of regional policy, order and stability. Well organized 
and logically structured, Markus Kaim and contributors have produced a new and unique contribution 
to the field that is applicable not only to US policy in the Persian Gulf but also to many other regional 
contexts. This will interest anyone working or researching within foreign policy, US and Middle Eastern 
politics.

The New Middle East

The New Middle East critically examines the Arab popular uprisings of 2011-12.

Working for Oil

This volume examines the social history of oil workers and investigates how labor relations have shaped 
the global oil industry during the twentieth century and today. It brings together the work of scholars 
from a range of disciplines, approaching the social, political, economic and cultural dimensions of oil. 
The contributors analyze a number of key oil producing regions, including the Americas, the Middle 
East, Central Asia, the Caucasus, Europe and Africa.
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