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Shakespeare's Love's Labour's Lost is a delightful and witty comedy exploring the complexities of love, 
learning, and loyalty. Follow the King of Navarre and his three lords as they attempt to forsake women 
for three years of study, only to have their vows challenged by the arrival of the Princess of France 
and her ladies, leading to humorous romantic entanglements and philosophical debates about the true 
nature of wisdom and affection.
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Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written in 
the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King of 
Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to swear off the company of women for three years 
in order to focus on study and fasting. Their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France and her 
ladies makes them forsworn. In an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the death of 
the Princess's father, and all weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes of masculine 
love and desire, reckoning and rationalisation, and reality versus fantasy.

Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

Read & Co. Classics presents this new beautiful edition of William Shakespeare's comedy, "Love’s 
Labour's Lost". Featuring a specially commissioned new biography of William Shakespeare, it is a must 
for Shakespeare enthusiasts and newcomers alike. “Love’s Labour’s Lost”, revolves around Ferdinand, 
King of Navarre, and his three companions, who enter a pact in which they swear to avoid women 
for three years. This oath is tested to its limits when the Princess of France arrives with her company 
of ladies. The young men subsequently lose their resolves, resulting in an unexpected, comical twist. 
William Shakespeare (1564 - 1616) was an English playwright, poet, and actor. He is considered to be 
the greatest writer in the English language and is celebrated as the world's most famous dramatist.

Love's Labours Lost

Excerpt from Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost The earliest edition of Love's Labour's 
Lost (or Love's Labours Lost, as Mr. Furnivall believes we should write it) that has come down to us 
is a quarto published in 1598, with the following title-page (as given in the Chamb. ed.): A | Pleasant 
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| Conceited Comedie | called, | Loues labors lost. | As it was presented before her Highnes | this last 
Christmas. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic 
books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an important historical 
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the 
original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection 
in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, 
repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally 
left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost was one of Shakespeare's early comedies. It tells the story of the King of Navarre 
and his three companions (Lords Berowne, Dumaine, and Longaville) who, in an attempt to spend 
three years studying and fasting, decide to avoid the company of women. This is all thwarted however 
with the arrival of the Princess of France and her court ladies. Setting up camp outside the court (due 
to the King having imposed a ban on women inside), the Princess and her companions stir feelings of 
love in the men. The play is notable for the inclusion of the longest word in all of Shakespeare's plays: 
honorificabilitudinitatibus. One of the main themes of Love's Labour's Lost, is that of masculine desire, 
which throughout the play is deferred and confused. The earliest recorded performance of this play 
was in 1597, before Queen Elizabeth.

Love's Labour's Lost

Excerpt from Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost Malone in 1594. Furnivall is inclined to 
make the date 1588 and White probably not later than 1588. About the Publisher Forgotten Books 
publishes hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This 
book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology 
to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in 
the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may 
be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any 
imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

The Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

"Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written 
in the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King 
of Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to swear off the company of women for three 
years in order to focus on study and fasting. Their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France 
and her ladies makes them forsworn. In an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the 
death of the Princess's father, and all weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes 
of masculine love and desire, reckoning and rationalisation, and reality versus fantasy.Though first 
published in quarto in 1598, the play's title page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. 
While there are no obvious sources for the play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on 
historical figures. The use of apostrophes in the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most 
commonly given as Love's Labour's Lost."

Shakespeare: Love's labour's lost

New temple Shakespeare series.

Comedy of errors. Love's labour's lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written 
in the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King 
of Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to swear off the company of women for three 
years in order to focus on study and fasting. Their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France 
and her ladies makes them forsworn. In an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the 
death of the Princess's father, and all weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes 
of masculine love and desire, reckoning and rationalisation, and reality versus fantasy.Though first 
published in quarto in 1598, the play's title page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. 
While there are no obvious sources for the play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on 



historical figures. The use of apostrophes in the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most 
commonly given as Love's Labour's Lost.

Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost (Classic Reprint)

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Love's Labour's Lost Annotated

When Ferdinand, the king of Navarre, and his companions swear off of the company of women 
for three years in order to study and fast, they find themselves wholly unprepared for the lack of 
female company. And when the Princess of France and her ladies arrive, Ferdinand and his lords 
find themselves beguiled by the beautiful women with comedic consequences. Known as “The Bard 
of Avon,” William Shakespeare is arguably the greatest English-language writer known. Enormously 
popular during his life, Shakespeare’s works continue to resonate more than three centuries after 
his death, as has his influence on theatre and literature. Shakespeare’s innovative use of character, 
language, and experimentation with romance as tragedy served as a foundation for later playwrights 
and dramatists, and some of his most famous lines of dialogue have become part of everyday speech. 
HarperPerennialClassics brings great works of literature to life in digital format, upholding the highest 
standards in ebook production and celebrating reading in all its forms. Look for more titles in the 
HarperPerennial Classics collection to build your digital library.

Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written 
in the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King 
of Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to swear off the company of women for three 
years in order to focus on study and fasting. Their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France 
and her ladies makes them forsworn. In an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the 
death of the Princess's father, and all weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes 
of masculine love and desire, reckoning and rationalisation, and reality versus fantasy.Though first 
published in quarto in 1598, the play's title page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. 
While there are no obvious sources for the play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on 
historical figures. The use of apostrophes in the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most 
commonly given as Love's Labour's Lost.Shakespeare's audiences were familiar with the historical 
personages portrayed and the political situation in Europe relating to the setting and action of the 
play. Scholars suggest the play lost popularity as these historical and political portrayals of Navarre's 



court became dated and less accessible to theatergoers of later generations. The play's sophisticated 
wordplay, pedantic humour and dated literary allusions may also be cause for its relative obscurity, as 
compared with Shakespeare's more popular works. Love's Labour's Lost was rarely staged in the 19th 
century, but it has been seen more often in the 20th and 21st centuries, with productions by both the 
Royal Shakespeare Company and the National Theatre, among others. It has also been adapted as a 
musical, an opera, for radio and television and as a musical film.

Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written 
in the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King 
of Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to swear off the company of women for three 
years in order to focus on study and fasting. Their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France 
and her ladies makes them forsworn. In an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the 
death of the Princess's father, and all weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes 
of masculine love and desire, reckoning and rationalisation, and reality versus fantasy.Though first 
published in quarto in 1598, the play's title page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. 
While there are no obvious sources for the play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on 
historical figures. The use of apostrophes in the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most 
commonly given as Love's Labour's Lost.Includes a biography of the author.

Love's Labour's Lost Illustrated

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written in 
the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King of 
Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to forswear the company of women for three years 
of study and fasting, and their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of Aquitaine and her ladies. In 
an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the death of the Princess's father, and all 
weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes of masculine love and desire, reckoning 
and rationalization, and reality versus fantasy. Though first published in quarto in 1598, the play's title 
page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. While there are no obvious sources for the 
play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on historical figures. The use of apostrophes in 
the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most commonly given as Love's Labour's Lost. The 
historical personages portrayed and the political situation in Europe relating to the setting and action 
of the play were familiar to Shakespeare's audiences. Scholars suggest that the play lost popularity 
as these historical and political portrayals of Navarre's court became dated and less accessible to 
theatergoers of later generations. The play's sophisticated wordplay, pedantic humour and dated literary 
allusions may also be reasons for its relative obscurity, as compared with Shakespeare's more popular 
works. Love's Labour's Lost was staged rarely in the 19th century, but it has been seen more often in the 
20th and 21st centuries, with productions by both the Royal Shakespeare Company and the National 
Theatre, among others. It has also been adapted as a musical, an opera, for radio and television and 
as a musical film.

Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

Excerpt from Love's Labour Lost Critics have dealt harshly with Love's Labour's Lost, and commen-
tators - it may be for that reason - neglectfully. 'In this play,' says Johnson, 'which all the editors have 
concurred to censure, and some have rejected as unworthy of our Poet, it must be confessed that there 
are many passages mean, childish and vulgar; and some which ought not to have been exhibited, 
as we are told they were, to a maiden queen.' He adds, however, a saving clause - 'But there are 
scattered, through the whole, many sparks of genius; nor is there any play that has more evident marks 
of the hand of Shakespeare.' Dryden had classed it, in his Defence of the Epilogue, among the plays 
'which were either grounded on impossibilities, or at least so meanly written that the comedy neither 
caused you mirth nor the serious part your concernment' - relegating, we assume, Love's Labour's 
Lost to the second of these categories. Hazlitt, the avowed impressionist, confesses, 'If we were to 
part with any of the author's comedies it would be this.' To the good Gervinus it 'gives the idea of an 
excessively jocular play': and even to Brandes Shakespeare seems here to bury himself in the follies 
he attacks and 'is still too inexperienced to realise how he thereby inflicts upon the spectator and the 
reader the full burden of their tediousness.' All this bewilders us who would, if only for its poetry, rank 
Love's Labour's Lost well above The Two Gentlemen of Verona or The Comedy of Errors, its nearest 



competitors among Shakespeare's juvenile efforts. But, though bewildered, we dissent point-blank, 
and specially from the epithet 'mean.' About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction 
of an important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct 
the work, preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare 
cases, an imperfection in the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our 
edition. We do, however, repair the vast majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that 
remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such historical works.

Shakespeare Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written 
in the mid-1590s, and first published in 1598.The play opens with the King of Navarre and three noble 
companions, Berowne, Dumaine, and Longaville, taking an oath to devote themselves to three years 
of study, promising not to give in to the company of women - Berowne somewhat more hesitantly than 
the others.

Loves Labours Lost Illustrated

Love's Labour's Lost, now recognized as one of the most delightful and stageworthy of Shakespeare's 
comedies, came into its own both on the stage and in critical esteem only during the 1930s and 
1940s--after nearly three hundred years of neglect by the theater and misuse by critics.

William Shakespeare - Love's Labour's Lost

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written 
in the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King 
of Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to swear off the company of women for three 
years of study and fasting. Their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France and her ladies 
makes them forsworn. In an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the death of the 
Princess's father, and all weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes of masculine love 
and desire, reckoning and rationalization, and reality versus fantasy.Though first published in quarto 
in 1598, the play's title page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. While there are no 



obvious sources for the play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on historical figures. The 
use of apostrophes in the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most commonly given as Love's 
Labour's Lost.The historical personages portrayed and the political situation in Europe relating to the 
setting and action of the play were familiar to Shakespeare's audiences. Scholars suggest that the play 
lost popularity as these historical and political portrayals of Navarre's court became dated and less 
accessible to theatergoers of later generations. The play's sophisticated wordplay, pedantic humour and 
dated literary allusions may also be reasons for its relative obscurity, as compared with Shakespeare's 
more popular works. Love's Labour's Lost was staged rarely in the 19th century, but it has been seen 
more often in the 20th and 21st centuries, with productions by both the Royal Shakespeare Company 
and the National Theatre, among others. It has also been adapted as a musical, an opera, for radio 
and television and as a musical film.

Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as 
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references, library 
stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the world), 
and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and 
possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no 
entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical 
artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars 
believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made 
generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank 
you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Love's Labour Lost

Love's Labour's Lost, now recognized as one of the most delightful and stageworthy of Shakespeare's 
comedies, came into its own both on the stage and in critical esteem only during the 1930s and 
1940s--after nearly three hundred years of neglect by the theater and misuse by critics.

Shakespeare Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost - Scholar's Choice Edition

This is a reproduction of a book published before 1923. This book may have occasional imperfections 
such as missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. that were either part of the original 
artifact, or were introduced by the scanning process. We believe this work is culturally important, and 
despite the imperfections, have elected to bring it back into print as part of our continuing commitment 
to the preservation of printed works worldwide. We appreciate your understanding of the imperfections 
in the preservation process, and hope you enjoy this valuable book.

Loves Labours Lost By William Shakespeare (Illustrated Edition)

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies. believed to have been written in 
the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I.

Love's Labours Lost Illustrated

Shakespeare Comedy of Love's labour's lost - (1898) edition

Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost - Scholar's Choice Edition

Love's Labour's Lost, now recognized as one of the most delightful and stageworthy of Shakespeare's 
comedies, came into its own both on the stage and in critical esteem only during the 1930s and 
1940s--after nearly three hundred years of neglect by the theater and misuse by critics

Love's Labour's Lost by William Shakespeare

The sparkling repartee between the fair visitors from France and their hosts in Navarre, whose vow to 
study out of sight of woman is quickly broken, makes Love's Labour's Lost one of the most delightful 
and stageworthy of Shakespeare's comedies. This edition offers a number of new readings of difficult 
and disputed passages, together with some suggestions about the way in which the play's notorious 



`tangles' may have come about. The text is based on the quarto of 1598 and takes full account of the 
extensive scholarly study which that text has received over recent years. It offers a fascinating insight 
into shakespeare's mode of composition, improvisation, and revision.

Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost is one of William Shakespeare's early comedies, believed to have been written in 
the mid-1590s for a performance at the Inns of Court before Queen Elizabeth I. It follows the King of 
Navarre and his three companions as they attempt to forswear the company of women for three years 
of study and fasting, and their subsequent infatuation with the Princess of France and her ladies. In 
an untraditional ending for a comedy, the play closes with the death of the Princess's father, and all 
weddings are delayed for a year. The play draws on themes of masculine love and desire, reckoning 
and rationalization, and reality versus fantasy. Though first published in quarto in 1598, the play's title 
page suggests a revision of an earlier version of the play. While there are no obvious sources for the 
play's plot, the four main characters are loosely based on historical figures. The use of apostrophes in 
the play's title varies in early editions, though it is most commonly given as Love's Labour's Lost. The 
historical personages portrayed and the political situation in Europe relating to the setting and action 
of the play were familiar to Shakespeare's audiences. Scholars suggest that the play lost popularity 
as these historical and political portrayals of Navarre's court became dated and less accessible to 
theatergoers of later generations. The play's sophisticated wordplay, pedantic humour and dated literary 
allusions may also be reasons for its relative obscurity, as compared with Shakespeare's more popular 
works. Love's Labour's Lost was staged rarely in the 19th century, but it has been seen more often in the 
20th and 21st centuries, with productions by both the Royal Shakespeare Company and the National 
Theatre, among others. It has also been adapted as a musical, an opera, for radio and television and 
as a musical film.

Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

LOVES LABOURS LOSTA most excellent reason exists for Kenneth Branagh making the decision to 
turn William Shakespeare's Love's Labour's Lost into a musical comedy when he adapted it for the 
screen. (Although critics and the dozen or so people who actually paid to get into a theater to watch it 
may disagree.) Even without Branagh's transformation of the play into a 1930s Hollywood-style musical, 
Love's Labour's Lost could quite accurately be termed the Bard's attempt at writing a Broadway-style 
musical comedy since a faithful presentation of the intact play with no cuts produces more singing 
than any other of his plays.That being said, it is worth pointing out that Branagh's filmed version of 
Love's Labour's Lost released in 2000 was the first feature film version of the play and not only was the 
setting updated by several centuries, but roughly two-thirds of the text was cut and additional characters 
not found in the original. While the film was a flop, that failure is not likely placed on those changes 
since perhaps more than any Shakespeare play, Love's Labour's Lost seems to be directed toward the 
specific aesthetic characteristics of Elizabethan courtiers. Very few people then, now or ever have any 
real ability to relate to the aesthetic demands of those attending Renaissance court. As a result, this 
very early effort by Shakespeare--perhaps his first attempt at a comedy--has never been particularly 
popular once production of Shakespeare's plays moved outside the environs of the aristocracy and 
into the theater of the people from the Globe to the Cineplex.

William Shakespeare's Comedy of Love's Labour's Lost

Love's Labour's Lost
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