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Explore the poignant war memoirs detailing the extraordinary wartime experiences of a devoted 
secretary, illuminating her steadfast duty during conflict. This captivating account offers a unique 
glimpse into the administrative heart of war, revealing the personal sacrifices and quiet heroism from 
an often-unseen vantage point. It's a vital contribution to historical secretarial accounts, weaving 
compelling personal war narratives for future generations.

Students can use these syllabi to plan their studies and prepare for classes.
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Duty

"As I look back, there is a parallel theme to my years at war: love. By that I mean the love - there is no 
other word for it - I came to feel for the troops, and the overwhelming sense of personal responsibility 
I developed for them. So much so that it would shape some of my most significant decisions and 
positions.' When Robert M. Gates received a call from the White House, he thought he'd long left 
Washington politics behind: After working for six presidents in both the CIA and the National Security 
Council, he was happily serving as president of Texas A&M University. But when he was asked to help 
a nation mired in two wars and to aid the troops doing the fighting, he answered what he felt was the 
call of duty. Robert Gates was US Secretary of Defense from 2006 to 2011 serving under both George 
Bush and Barack Obama. Before that he was Director of the CIA. This is his candid and revealing 
account of US military engagement in Iraq and Afghanistan, where Gates oversaw the controversial 
surge' of US troops in both countries. As well as this, he also provides commentary on the situations 
in Syria, Iran, Israel and North Korea and details behind the scenes meetings with Bush, C

Duty

WARNING: This is not the actual book Duty by Robert M Gates. Do not buy this Summary, Review 
& Analysis if you are looking for a full copy of this great book.This Summary, Review & Analysis is 
the perfect companion to help you get the most out of your reading of Gates' experiences. The highly 
distinguished former CIA Director discusses what his job was like as the Secretary of Defense from 
2006 to 2011. Find out what really went on in both the Bush and Obama administrations during the two 
wars overseas. Buy the book first, then buy this unofficial guide from Save Time Summaries. Narrow 
down the key points to take away from this memoir. Decipher the meaning of the book and get the 
most out of your reading with an expert overview. Duty features insider information about Congress, the 
military, and controversies that dominated America's media. Gates expresses his role on the front lines 
of war with intimate details while conveying the emotional aftermath of signing deployment orders. This 
guide compiles all the nuggets of information that add to your enjoyment of Duty. Look at the key players 
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behind the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and gain new admiration for the brave soldiers who represent 
America. Gain the perspective from inside the White House Situation Room as you relive the Navy 
Seal Team raid that killed Osama Bin Laden.What is the true cost of war, and how does one man in 
charge deal with the outcomes of his decisions?In Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War, Robert Gates 
offers readers a behind-the-scenes look at his role in politics, as well as his personal efforts during the 
Iraq and Afghanistan wars. Here's your chapter-by-chapter guide to Robert Gates' Duty: Memoirs of a 
Secretary at War that you can download right now!

Duty

'As I look back, there is a parallel theme to my years at war- love. By that I mean the love - there is no 
other word for it - I came to feel for the troops, and the overwhelming sense of personal responsibility 
I developed for them. So much so that it would shape some of my most significant decisions and 
positions.' When Robert M. Gates received a call from the White House, he thought he'd long left 
Washington politics behind- After working for six presidents in both the CIA and the National Security 
Council, he was happily serving as president of Texas A&M University. But when he was asked to help 
a nation mired in two wars and to aid the troops doing the fighting, he answered what he felt was the 
call of duty. Robert Gates was US Secretary of Defense from 2006 to 2011 serving under both George 
Bush and Barack Obama. Before that he was Director of the CIA. This is his candid and revealing 
account of US military engagement in Iraq and Afghanistan, where Gates oversaw the controversial 
'surge' of US troops in both countries. As well as this, he also provides commentary on the situations in 
Syria, Iran, Israel and North Korea and details behind the scenes meetings with Bush, Cheney, Rice, 
Obama and other major political figures. Mr. Gates is the only Secretary of Defense to serve under 
both a Republican and a Democratic president, and in Dutyhe provides an unsparing, full accounting 
of his tenure.

From the Shadows

The U.S. Intelligence Service. US-Russian foreign relations.

A Passion for Leadership

From the former secretary of defense and author of the acclaimed #1 best-selling memoir Duty, a 
characteristically direct, informed, and urgent assessment of why big institutions are failing us and how 
smart, committed leadership can effect real improvement regardless of scale. Across the realms of 
civic and private enterprise alike, bureaucracies vitally impact our security, freedoms, and everyday 
life. With so much at stake, competence, efficiency, and fiscal prudence are essential, yet Americans 
know these institutions fall short. Many despair that they are too big and too hard to reform. Robert 
Gates disagrees. Having led change successfully at three monumental organizations—the CIA, Texas 
A&M University, and the Department of Defense—he offers us the ultimate insider’s look at how major 
bureaus, organizations, and companies can be transformed, which is by turns heartening and inspiring 
and always instructive. With practical, nuanced advice on tailoring reform to the operative culture 
(we see how Gates worked within the system to increase diversity at Texas A&M); effecting change 
within committees; engaging the power of compromise (“In the real world of bureaucratic institutions, 
you almost never get all you want when you want it”); and listening and responding to your team, 
Gates brings the full weight of his wisdom, candor, and devotion to civic duty to inspire others to lead 
desperately needed change.

Exercise of Power

From the former secretary of defense and author of the acclaimed #1 bestselling memoir, Duty, a 
candid, sweeping examination of power, and how it has been exercised, for good and bad, by American 
presidents in the post-Cold War world. Since the end of the Cold War, the global perception of the 
United States has progressively morphed from dominant international leader to disorganized entity. 
Robert Gates argues that this transformation is the result of the failure of political leaders to understand 
the complexity of American power, its expansiveness and its limitations. He makes clear that the 
successful exercise of power is not limited to the ability to coerce or demand submission, but must also 
encompass diplomacy, strategic communications, development assistance, intelligence, technology, 
and ideology. With forthright judgments of the performance of past presidents and their senior-most 
advisers, insightful ­firsthand knowledge, and compelling insider stories, Gates’s candid, sweeping
 examination of power in all its manifestations argues that U.S. national security in the future will require



 abiding by the lessons of the past, reimagining our approach, and revitalizing nonmilitary instruments
 of power essential to success and security

Worthy Fights

The New York Times–bestselling autobiography of a legendary political and military leader It could 
be said that Leon Panetta has had two of the most consequential careers of any American public 
servant in the past fifty years. His first career, beginning as an Army intelligence officer and including a 
distinguished run as one of the most powerful and respected members of Congress, lasted thirty-five 
years and culminated in his transformational role as budget czar and White House chief of staff in 
the Clinton administration. But after a brief “retirement,” he returned to public service in 2009 as the 
CIA director who led the intelligence war that killed Osama Bin Laden and then became the U.S. 
secretary of defense, inheriting two troubled wars in a time of austerity and painful choices. Like his 
career, Worthy Fights is a reflection of Panetta’s values. It is also a testament to a lost kind of political 
leadership that favors progress and duty to country over partisanship. Leon Panetta calls them as he 
sees them in Worthy Fights. Suffused with its author’s decency and common sense, the book is an 
inspiring American success story, a great political memoir, and a revelatory view onto many of the 
defining figures and events of our time.

Hard Choices

Hillary Rodham Clinton’s inside account of the crises, choices, and challenges she faced during her four 
years as America’s 67th Secretary of State, and how those experiences drive her view of the future. 
“All of us face hard choices in our lives,” Hillary Rodham Clinton writes at the start of this personal 
chronicle of years at the center of world events. “Life is about making such choices. Our choices and 
how we handle them shape the people we become.” In the aftermath of her 2008 presidential run, 
she expected to return to representing New York in the United States Senate. To her surprise, her 
former rival for the Democratic Party nomination, newly elected President Barack Obama, asked her to 
serve in his administration as Secretary of State. This memoir is the story of the four extraordinary and 
historic years that followed, and the hard choices that she and her colleagues confronted. Secretary 
Clinton and President Obama had to decide how to repair fractured alliances, wind down two wars, 
and address a global financial crisis. They faced a rising competitor in China, growing threats from Iran 
and North Korea, and revolutions across the Middle East. Along the way, they grappled with some of 
the toughest dilemmas of US foreign policy, especially the decision to send Americans into harm’s way, 
from Afghanistan to Libya to the hunt for Osama bin Laden. By the end of her tenure, Secretary Clinton 
had visited 112 countries, traveled nearly one million miles, and gained a truly global perspective on 
many of the major trends reshaping the landscape of the twenty-first century, from economic inequality 
to climate change to revolutions in energy, communications, and health. Drawing on conversations with 
numerous leaders and experts, Secretary Clinton offers her views on what it will take for the United 
States to compete and thrive in an interdependent world. She makes a passionate case for human 
rights and the full participation in society of women, youth, and LGBT people. An astute eyewitness 
to decades of social change, she distinguishes the trendlines from the headlines and describes the 
progress occurring throughout the world, day after day. Secretary Clinton’s descriptions of diplomatic 
conversations at the highest levels offer readers a master class in international relations, as does her 
analysis of how we can best use “smart power” to deliver security and prosperity in a rapidly changing 
world—one in which America remains the indispensable nation.

He Was My Chief

“A rare and fascinating insight into Hitler’s inner circle.” —Roger Moorhouse, author of Killing Hitler 
As secretary to the Führer throughout the time of the Third Reich, Christa Schroeder was perfectly 
placed to observe the actions and behavior of Hitler, along with the most important figures surrounding 
him. Schroeder’s memoir delivers fascinating insights: she notes his bourgeois manners, his vehement 
abstemiousness, and his mood swings. Indeed, she was ostracized by Hitler for a number of months 
after she made the mistake of publicly contradicting him once too often. In addition to her portrayal 
of Hitler, there are illuminating anecdotes about Hitler’s closest colleagues. She recalls, for instance, 
that the relationship between Martin Bormann and his brother Albert, who was on Hitler’s personal 
staff, was so bad that the two would only communicate with one another via their respective adjutants, 
even if they were in the same room. There is also light shed on the peculiar personal life and insanity 
of Reichsminister Walther Darré. Schroeder claims to have known nothing of the horrors of the Nazi 



regime. There is nothing of the sense of perspective or the mea culpa that one finds in the memoirs 
of Hitler’s other secretary, Traudl Junge, who concluded “we should have known.” Rather, the tone that 
pervades Schroeder’s memoir is one of bitterness. This is, without any doubt, one of the most important 
primary sources from the prewar and wartime period.

My Share of the Task

"General McChrystal is a legendary warrior with a fine eye for enduring lessons about leadership, 
courage, and consequence." —Tom Brokaw General Stanley McChrystal is widely admired for his 
hunger to know the truth, his courage to find it, and his humility to listen to those around him. Even as 
the commanding officer of all U.S. and coalition forces in Afghanistan, he stationed himself forward and 
frequently went on patrols with his troops to experience their challenges firsthand. In this illuminating 
New York Times bestseller, McChrystal frankly explores the major episodes and controversies of his 
career. He describes the many outstanding leaders he served with and the handful of bad leaders he 
learned not to emulate. And he paints a vivid portrait of how the military establishment turned itself, in 
one generation, into the adaptive, resilient force that would soon be tested in Iraq, Afghanistan, and the 
wider War on Terror. "A compelling account of his impressive career." -The Wall Street Journal ' "This 
is a brilliant book about leadership wrapped inside a fascinating personal narrative." -Walter Isaacson, 
author of Steve Jobs Stanley McChrystal retired in July 2010 as a four-star general in the U.S. Army. 
His last assignment was as the commander of the International Security Assistance Force and as the 
commander of U.S. forces in Afghanistan. He is currently a senior fellow at Yale University's Jackson 
Institute for Global Affairs and cofounder of the McChrystal Group, a leadership consulting firm. He and 
his wife, Annie, live in Virginia.

The Marshall Plan

Traces the history of the Marshall Plan and the efforts to reconstruct western Europe as a bulwark 
against communist authoritarianism during a two-year period that saw the collapse of postwar U.S.-So-
viet relations and the beginning of the Cold War.

Duty: Memoris of a Secretary at War - 101 Amazing Facts & Trivia King!

Get the bundle package of your favorite G Whiz titles and save! Did you know while working for the 
Obama administration, Gates received the nickname Yoda? Or, did you know during his schooling at 
William & Mary, Gates became a member and the president of the school's Alpha Phi Omega chapter, 
as well as the Young Republicans? What are the amazing facts of Duty: Memoirs Of A Secretary At 
War by Robert M Gates? Do you know the answers to the questions above? Laugh and learn with 101 
Amazing Facts and take the True or False? or Trivia King Quiz Game Books to challenge yourself to a 
round of trivia ! For the first time, G Whiz Books is now available in bundle packages, bringing you FUN 
and EDUCATION simultaneously that is safe for the whole family. Tips & Tricks to Enhance Reading 
Experience • Enter "G Whiz" after your favorite title to see if publication exists! ie) Book Name G Whiz 
• Enter "G Whiz Books" to search for entire catalogue! • Look for the bundle packages and trilogy sets 
for deals and save! • Submit a review to join G Whiz Crew and the Wall of Contributors! “Get ready 
for fun, down-to-earth, and amazing facts that keep you laughing & learning!" - G Whiz DISCLAIMER: 
This work is a derivative work not to be confused with the original title. It is a collection of facts from 
reputable sources generally known to the public with source URLs for further reading. It is unofficial 
and unaffiliated with respective parties of the original title in any way. Due to the nature of research, no 
content shall be deemed authoritative nor be used for citation purposes. Refined and tested for quality, 
we provide a 100% satisfaction guarantee or your money back.

The Accidental Admiral

After he was selected to be NATO’s sixteenth Supreme Allied Commander, The New York Times 
described Jim Stavridis as a “Renaissance admiral.” A U. S. Naval Academy graduate with a master’s 
degree and doctorate from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts University, conversant in 
both French and Spanish, this author of numerous books and articles impressed the Navy’s leaders and 
senior Pentagon civilians with his wide range of interests, educational background, keen understanding 
of strategic doctrine, mastery of long-range planning, and command of international affairs. Since 
NATO had previously been led by generals, Stavridis saw his assignment as the first admiral to take 
command as somewhat “accidental.” As the American and NATO commander in Europe responsible 
for 120,000 coalition troops serving in fifty-one nations, on three continents and at sea he had come 



a long way since almost leaving the Navy for law school five years after receiving his commission. 
The Accidental Admiral offers an intimate look at the challenges of directing NATO operations in 
Afghanistan, military intervention in Libya, and preparation for possible war in Syria—as well as 
worrying about the Balkans, cyber threats, and piracy, all while cutting NATO by a third due to budget 
reductions by the twenty-eight nations of the alliance. More than just describing the history of the 
times, Stavridis also shares his insights into the personalities of President Barack Obama, Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton, Secretaries of Defense Robert Gates, Leon Panetta, and Chuck Hagel, Afghan 
President Hamid Karzai; Generals David Petraeus, Stanley McChrystal, John Allen, and many more. 
Known as an innovator and an early adopter of technology and social media, Stavridis’ ability to think 
“outside the box” and sail in uncharted waters is unmatched. He shares his insights on leadership, 
strategic communications, planning, and the convergence of threats that will confront the United States 
and its allies in the near future. Stavridis is an advocate of the use of “Smart Power,” which he defines 
as the balance of hard and soft power. He explains that in creating security in the twenty-first century 
it is critical to build bridges, not walls, and stresses the need to connect international, interagency, and 
public-private actors to achieve security.

American Soldier

To America, he was a hero. To his troops, he was a soldier. Now hear his story. Each new era in American 
history has given rise to a military leader who defines the nation’s proudest traditions—of leadership 
and honor, of vision and commitment and courage in the face of any challenge. From Washington and 
U.S. Grant to Dwight D. Eisenhower and Norman Schwarzkopf, these men have captured the nation’s 
imagination, and entered the small pantheon of

Inside the Five-Sided Box

The twenty-fifth Secretary of Defense takes readers behind the scenes to reveal the inner workings 
of the Pentagon, its vital mission, and what it takes to lead it. The Pentagon is the headquarters of 
the single largest institution in America: the Department of Defense. The D.O.D. employs millions of 
Americans. It owns and operates more real estate, and spends more money, than any other entity. 
It manages the world’s largest and most complex information network and performs more R&D than 
Apple, Google, and Microsoft combined. Most important, the policies it carries out, in war and peace, 
impact the security and freedom of billions of people around the globe. Yet to most Americans, the 
dealings of the D.O.D. are a mystery, and the Pentagon nothing more than an opaque five-sided box 
that they regard with a mixture of awe and suspicion. In this new book, former Secretary of Defense 
Ash Carter demystifies the Pentagon and sheds light on all that happens inside one of the nation’s 
most iconic, and most closely guarded, buildings. Drawn from Carter’s thirty-six years of leadership 
experience in the D.O.D., this is the essential book for understanding the challenge of defending 
America in a dangerous world—and imparting a trove of incisive lessons that can guide leaders in 
any complex organization. In these times of great disruption and danger, the need for Ash Carter’s 
authoritative and pragmatic account is more urgent than ever.

David Waddington Memoirs

As a lynchpin of Margaret Thatcher's final Cabinet, David Waddington was at the heart of British politics 
at the passing of arguably the most defining government of the twentieth century. His memoirs are a 
testament to many years of loyal service to the Conservative Party, first as a determined constituency 
MP, then as a cajoling and shrewd Chief Whip, Home Secretary during the turbulent Strangeways prison 
riots, and finally as Leader of the Lords. These memoirs describe Lord Waddington's varied life: from 
his adventurous childhood in Lancashire to an eventful stint in the army, including memorable postings 
to Hong Kong and Singapore, and a highly acclaimed career as a Queen's Counsel - not to mention his 
time as Governor of Bermuda. Decoration, renown and public praise colour Lord Waddington's life, but 
it is his humility and wry Lancastrian take on the world that impress most: a potent mix of intelligence, 
duty and a sense of humour courses through every page. In his Memoirs, David Waddington allows us 
to glimpse a period of huge importance in British political history while also making clear the roots and 
principles that propelled him so far.

Kissinger

By the time Henry Kissinger was made secretary of state in 1973, he had become, according to the 
Gallup Poll, the most admired person in America and one of the most unlikely celebrities ever to capture 



the world's imagination. Yet Kissinger was also reviled by large segments of the American public, 
ranging from liberal intellectuals to conservative activists. Kissinger explores the relationship between 
this complex man's personality and the foreign policy he pursued. Drawing on extensive interviews 
with Kissinger as well as 150 other sources, including U.S. presidents and his business clients, this 
first full-length biography makes use of many of Kissinger's private papers and classified memos to tell 
his uniquely American story. The result is an intimate narrative, filled with surprising revelations, that 
takes this grandly colorful statesman from his childhood as a persecuted Jew in Nazi Germany, through 
his tortured relationship with Richard Nixon, to his later years as a globe-trotting business consultant.

Personal Memoirs of U.S. Grant ...

Faced with failing health and financial ruin, the Civil War's greatest general and former president wrote 
his personal memoirs to secure his family's future - and won himself a unique place in American letters. 
Devoted almost entirely to his life as a soldier, Grant's Memoirs traces the trajectory of his extraordinary 
career - from West Point cadet to general-in-chief of all Union armies. For their directness and clarity, 
his writings on war are without rival in American literature, and his autobiography deserves a place 
among the very best in the genre.

Obama's Wars

Shows President Obama making the critical decisions on the Afghanistan War, the secret war in 
Pakistan, and the worldwide fight against terrorism.

Peacekeepers at War

On October 23, 1983, nearly simultaneous suicide truck bombings killed 241 U.S. peacekeepers in their 
barracks at the Beirut International Airport (BIA) and 58 French paratroopers at their headquarters two 
miles north of BIA. In this long-awaited book, the Marine Corps commander of the U.S. Multi-National 
Peacekeeping Force that was destroyed by terrorists in Lebanon tells his story for the first time. 
Together, these suicide bombings comprised the largest nonnuclear explosion ever recorded and are 
now recognized as a seminal event leading to the current war on terrorism. Such acts of war revealed 
a new, highly effective tactic, which complemented the terrorist's strategic goals—the withdrawal of the 
peacekeepers and Western influence from Lebanon and a change in U.S. policy. Peacekeepers at War 
lays out, in detail, a sequence of events leading up to the suicide truck bombings from which one can 
extrapolate the rationale, motives, and perpetrators behind it. Geraghty argues that the absence of any 
retribution against the perpetrators emboldened the terrorists to assume they could attack Americans 
and Western interests with impunity. This led to kidnappings, torture, and the murders of Americans 
and other Westerners. Peacekeepers at War will be of interest to general readers who want to learn 
more about this seminal event and its effects on the current global war on terrorism.

Knife Fights

From one of the most important army officers of his generation, a memoir of the revolution in warfare 
he helped lead, in combat and in Washington When John Nagl was an army tank commander in the 
first Gulf War of 1991, fresh out of West Point and Oxford, he could already see that America’s military 
superiority meant that the age of conventional combat was nearing an end. Nagl was an early convert 
to the view that America’s greatest future threats would come from asymmetric warfare—guerrillas, 
terrorists, and insurgents. But that made him an outsider within the army; and as if to double down on his 
dissidence, he scorned the conventional path to a general’s stars and got the military to send him back 
to Oxford to study the history of counterinsurgency in earnest, searching for guideposts for America. 
The result would become the bible of the counterinsurgency movement, a book called Learning to 
Eat Soup with a Knife. But it would take the events of 9/11 and the botched aftermath of the Iraq 
invasion to give counterinsurgency urgent contemporary relevance. John Nagl’s ideas finally met their 
war. But even as his book began ricocheting around the Pentagon, Nagl, now operations officer of a tank 
battalion of the 1st Infantry Division, deployed to a particularly unsettled quadrant of Iraq. Here theory 
met practice, violently. No one knew how messy even the most successful counterinsurgency campaign 
is better than Nagl, and his experience in Anbar Province cemented his view. After a year’s hard fighting, 
Nagl was sent to the Pentagon to work for Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, where he 
was tapped by General David Petraeus to coauthor the new army and marine counterinsurgency field 
manual, rewriting core army doctrine in the middle of two bloody land wars and helping the new ideas 
win acceptance in one of the planet’s most conservative bureaucracies. That doctrine changed the 



course of two wars and the thinking of an army. Nagl is not blind to the costs or consequences of 
counterinsurgency, a policy he compared to “eating soup with a knife.” The men who died under his 
command in Iraq will haunt him to his grave. When it comes to war, there are only bad choices; the 
question is only which ones are better and which worse. Nagl’s memoir is a profound education in 
modern war—in theory, in practice, and in the often tortured relationship between the two. It is essential 
reading for anyone who cares about the fate of America’s soldiers and the purposes for which their lives 
are put at risk.

Hitler's Last Witness

This memoir of Hitler’s personal bodyguard presents “convincing first-person testimony of the dictator’s 
final desperate months, days and hours” (Huffington Post). After being seriously wounded in the 1939 
Polish campaign, Rochus Misch was invited to join Hitler’s SS-bodyguard. There he served until the 
war’s end as Hitler’s bodyguard, courier, orderly, and, finally, as Chief of Communications. On the 
Berghoff terrace, he watched Eva Braun organize parties, observed Heinrich Himmler and Albert 
Speer, and monitored telephone conversations from Berlin to the East Prussian Headquarters on July 
20, 1944—after the attempt on Hitler’s life. As the Allied forces closed in, Misch was drawn into the 
Führerbunker with the last of the faithful. He remained in charge of the bunker switchboard as his duty 
required, even after Hitler committed suicide. Misch knew Hitler the private man. His memoirs offer an 
intimate view of life in close attendance to Hitler and of the endless hours deep inside the bunker. They 
also provide new insights into military events—such as Hitler’s initial feeling that the 6th Army should 
pull out of Stalingrad. Shortly before he died, Misch wrote a new introduction for this English-language 
edition.

Chief of Staff: Prewar Plans and Preparations

George C. Marshall was an American military leader, Chief of Staff of the Army, Secretary of State, 
and the third Secretary of Defense. Once noted as the "organizer of victory" by Winston Churchill for 
his leadership of the Allied victory in World War II, Marshall served as the United States Army Chief of 
Staff during the war and as the chief military adviser to President Franklin D. Roosevelt. As Secretary 
of State, his name was given to the Marshall Plan, for which he was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1953. He drafted this manuscript while he was in Washington, D.C., between 1919 and 1924 as 
aide-de-camp to General of the Armies John J. Pershing. However, given the growing bitterness of the 
"memoirs wars" of the period he decided against publication, and the draft sat unused until the 1970s 
when Marshall's step-daughter and her husband decided to publish it.

Memoirs of My Services in the World War, 1917-1918

Perhaps the best-known American diplomatist of the twentieth century, Henry Kissinger is a major figure 
in world history, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize, and arguably one of the most brilliant minds ever 
placed at the service of American foreign policy, as well as one of the shrewdest, best-informed, and 
most articulate men ever to occupy a position of power in Washington. The eagerly awaited third and 
final volume of his memoirs completes a major work of contemporary history. It is at once an important 
historical document and a brilliantly told narrative of almost Shakespearean intensity, full of startling 
insights, unusual (and often unsparing) candor, and a sweeping sense of history. Years of Renewal 
is the triumphant conclusion of a major achievement and a book that will stand the test of time as a 
historical document of the first rank.

Years of Renewal

The author relates his experiences in the State Department during a period that witnessed World War 
II, European reconstruction, the Korean War and McCarthyism.

Present at the Creation

In the pantheon of air power spokesmen, Giulio Douhet holds center stage. His writings, more often 
cited than perhaps actually read, appear as excerpts and aphorisms in the writings of numerous other 
air power spokesmen, advocates-and critics. Though a highly controversial figure, the very controversy 
that surrounds him offers to us a testimonial of the value and depth of his work, and the need for 
airmen today to become familiar with his thought. The progressive development of air power to the point 
where, today, it is more correct to refer to aerospace power has not outdated the notions of Douhet 



in the slightest In fact, in many ways, the kinds of technological capabilities that we enjoy as a global 
air power provider attest to the breadth of his vision. Douhet, together with Hugh “Boom” Trenchard of 
Great Britain and William “Billy” Mitchell of the United States, is justly recognized as one of the three 
great spokesmen of the early air power era. This reprint is offered in the spirit of continuing the dialogue 
that Douhet himself so perceptively began with the first edition of this book, published in 1921. Readers 
may well find much that they disagree with in this book, but also much that is of enduring value. The 
vital necessity of Douhet’s central vision-that command of the air is all important in modern warfare-has 
been proven throughout the history of wars in this century, from the fighting over the Somme to the air 
war over Kuwait and Iraq.

Memoirs of General William T. Sherman

A hilarious, confrontational and moving story of one woman's attempts to navigate her way through the 
challenges of mid-life, for lovers of HOW TO BE A WOMAN and I'M NOT WITH THE BAND. 'Claire 
Dederer is not only a brilliant author, but an honest and brave one' Elizabeth Gilbert, author of EAT, 
PRAY, LOVE Claire Dederer's youth was wild, an endless cascade of beer and rock and acid and 
sex that left her benumbed and adrift. But then, after two decades of disciplined transformation, she'd 
become a successful writer, a faithful wife, and a mother - a real adult. That is, until one morning at 44, 
she found herself overcome by the same sexual cravings and ineffable sadness of her younger years. 
The hedonistic girl, 'that crazy bitch', was back - or had she never left? Frank and disarming, seductive 
and hilarious, Love and Trouble: A Mid-life Reckoning is Dederer's attempt to reckon with those urges, 
and to reconcile the girl she'd been with the woman she's become.

Command Of The Air

"The war in Vietnam was not lost in the field, nor was it lost on the front pages of the New York Times 
or the college campuses. It was lost in Washington, D.C." -- H. R. McMaster (from the Conclusion) 
Dereliction Of Duty is a stunning new analysis of how and why the United States became involved in 
an all-out and disastrous war in Southeast Asia. Fully and convincingly researched, based on recently 
released transcripts and personal accounts of crucial meetings, confrontations and decisions, it is the 
only book that fully re-creates what happened and why. It also pinpoints the policies and decisions that 
got the United States into the morass and reveals who made these decisions and the motives behind 
them, disproving the published theories of other historians and excuses of the participants. Dereliction 
Of Duty covers the story in strong narrative fashion, focusing on a fascinating cast of characters: 
President Lyndon Johnson, Robert McNamara, General Maxwell Taylor, McGeorge Bundy and other 
top aides who deliberately deceived the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the U.S. Congress and the American 
public. Sure to generate controversy, Dereliction Of Duty is an explosive and authoritative new look at 
the controversy concerning the United States involvement in Vietnam.

Love and Trouble: Memoirs of a Former Wild Girl

Visit www.rumsfeld.com for more. Discover Known and Unknown Deluxe offering an unprecedented 
reading experience for a memoir by a major public figure. For web-connected readers, it features 
more than 500 links to never-before-available original documents from Donald Rumsfeld's extensive 
personal archive. It includes State Department cables, correspondence, and memoranda on topics 
such as Vietnam, Watergate, the days following 9/11, the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, and much 
more. Available in ePub and Adobe Reader. Like Donald Rumsfeld, Known and Unknown pulls no 
punches. With the same directness that defined his career in public service, Rumsfeld's memoir is filled 
with previously undisclosed details and insights about the Bush administration, 9/11, and the wars in 
Afghanistan and Iraq. It also features Rumsfeld's unique and often surprising observations on eight 
decades of history: his experiences growing up during the Depression and World War II, his time as 
a Naval aviator; his service in Congress starting at age 30; his cabinet level positions in the Nixon 
and Ford White Houses; his assignments in the Reagan administration; and his years as a successful 
business executive in the private sector. Rumsfeld addresses the challenges and controversies of his 
illustrious career, from the unseating of the entrenched House Republican leader in 1965, to helping 
the Ford administration steer the country away from Watergate and Vietnam, to bruising battles over 
transforming the military for the 21st century, to the war in Iraq, to confronting abuse at Abu Ghraib and 
allegations of torture at Guantanamo Bay. Along the way, he offers his plainspoken, first-hand views and 
often humorous and surprising anecdotes about some of the world's best known figures, from Margaret 
Thatcher to Saddam Hussein, from Henry Kissinger to Colin Powell, from Elvis Presley to Dick Cheney, 



and each American president from Dwight D. Eisenhower to George W. Bush. Rumsfeld relies not only 
on his memory but also on previously unreleased and recently declassified documents. Thousands of 
pages of documents not yet seen by the public will be made available on an accompanying website. 
Known and Unknown delivers both a fascinating narrative for today's readers and an unprecedented 
resource for tomorrow's historians. Proceeds from the sales of Known and Unknown will go to the 
veterans charities supported by the Rumsfeld Foundation.

Dereliction of Duty

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge 
base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the "public domain in the United States of America, 
and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as 
no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we 
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available 
to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an 
important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.

Known and Unknown

A remarkable memoir of small-unit leadership and the coming of age of a young soldier in combat in 
Vietnam.' "Using a lean style and a sense of pacing drawn from the tautest of novels, McDonough has 
produced a gripping account of his first command, a U.S. platoon taking part in the 'strategic hamlet' 
program. . . . Rather than present a potpourri of combat yarns. . . McDonough has focused a seasoned 
storyteller’s eye on the details, people, and incidents that best communicate a visceral feel of command 
under fire. . . . For the author’s honesty and literary craftsmanship, Platoon Leader seems destined to be 
read for a long time by second lieutenants trying to prepare for the future, veterans trying to remember 
the past, and civilians trying to understand what the profession of arms is all about.”–Army Times

Reminiscences of the Civil War

A masterful account of how Ronald Reagan and his national security team confronted the Soviets, 
reduced the nuclear threat, won the Cold War, and supported the spread of freedom around the world. 
“Remarkable… a great read.”—Robert Gates • “Mesmerizing… hard to put down.”—Paul Kennedy • 
“Full of fresh information… will shape all future studies of the role the United States played in ending the 
Cold War.”—John Lewis Gaddis • “A major contribution to our understanding of the Reagan presidency 
and the twilight of the Cold War era.”—David Kennedy With decades of hindsight, the peaceful end of 
the Cold War seems a foregone conclusion. But in the early 1980s, most experts believed the Soviet 
Union was strong, stable, and would last into the next century. Ronald Reagan entered the White House 
with no certainty of what would happen next, only an overriding faith in democracy and an abiding 
belief that Soviet communism—and the threat of nuclear war—must end. The Peacemaker reveals how 
Reagan’s White House waged the Cold War while managing multiple crises around the globe. From the 
emergence of global terrorism, wars in the Middle East, the rise of Japan, and the awakening of China 
to proxy conflicts in Latin America, Africa, and Asia, Reagan’s team oversaw the worldwide expansion 
of democracy, globalization, free trade, and the information revolution. Yet no issue was greater than 
the Cold War standoff with the Soviet Union. As president, Reagan remade the four-decades-old policy 
of containment and challenged the Soviets in an arms race and ideological contest that pushed them 
toward economic and political collapse, all while extending an olive branch of diplomacy as he sought a 
peaceful end to the conflict. Reagan’s revolving team included Secretaries of State Al Haig and George 
Shultz; Secretaries of Defense Caspar Weinberger and Frank Carlucci; National Security Advisors Bill 
Clark, John Poindexter, and Bud McFarlane; Chief of Staff James Baker; CIA Director Bill Casey; and 
United Nations Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick. Talented and devoted to their president, they were often 
at odds with one another as rivalries and backstabbing led to missteps and crises. But over the course 
of the presidency, Reagan and his team still developed the strategies that brought about the Cold 
War’s peaceful conclusion and remade the world. Based on thousands of pages of newly-declassified 
documents and interviews with senior Reagan officials, The Peacemaker brims with fresh insights into 
one of America’s most consequential presidents. Along the way, it shows how the pivotal decade of the 
1980s shaped the world today.

Platoon Leader



When Bob Greene went home to central Ohio to be with his dying father, it set off a chain of events that 
led him to knowing his dad in a way he never had before—thanks to a quiet man who lived just a few 
miles away, a man who had changed the history of the world. Greene's father—a soldier with an infantry 
division in World War II—often spoke of seeing the man around town. All but anonymous even in his own 
city, carefully maintaining his privacy, this man, Greene's father would point out to him, had "won the 
war." He was Paul Tibbets. At the age of twenty-nine, at the request of his country, Tibbets assembled a 
secret team of 1,800 American soldiers to carry out the single most violent act in the history of mankind. 
In 1945 Tibbets piloted a plane—which he called Enola Gay, after his mother—to the Japanese city of 
Hiroshima, where he dropped the atomic bomb. On the morning after the last meal he ever ate with his 
father, Greene went to meet Tibbets. What developed was an unlikely friendship that allowed Greene to 
discover things about his father, and his father's generation of soldiers, that he never fully understood 
before. Duty is the story of three lives connected by history, proximity, and blood; indeed, it is many 
stories, intimate and achingly personal as well as deeply historic. In one soldier's memory of a mission 
that transformed the world—and in a son's last attempt to grasp his father's ingrained sense of honor 
and duty—lies a powerful tribute to the ordinary heroes of an extraordinary time in American life. What 
Greene came away with is found history and found poetry—a profoundly moving work that offers a 
vividly new perspective on responsibility, empathy, and love. It is an exploration of and response to the 
concept of duty as it once was and always should be: quiet and from the heart. On every page you can 
hear the whisper of a generation and its children bidding each other farewell.

The Peacemaker

The definitive analysis of the events, ideas, personalities, and conflicts that have defined Obama’s 
foreign policy When Barack Obama took office, he brought with him a new group of foreign policy 
advisers intent on carving out a new global role for America in the wake of the Bush administration’s 
war in Iraq. Now the acclaimed author of Rise of the Vulcans offers a definitive, even-handed account 
of the messier realities they’ve faced in implementing their policies. In The Obamians, acclaimed 
author James Mann tells the compelling story of the administration’s struggle to enact a coherent and 
effective set of policies in a time of global turmoil. At the heart of this struggle are the generational 
conflicts between the Democratic establishment—including Robert Gates, Hillary Clinton, and Joseph 
Biden—and Obama and his inner circle of largely unknown, remarkably youthful advisers, who came 
of age after the Cold War had ended. Written by a proven master at elucidating political underpinnings 
even to the politicians themselves, The Obamians is a pivotal reckoning of this historic president and 
his inner circle, and of how their policies may or may not continue to shape America and the world.

Duty:

Dennis Skinner, the famed Beast of Bolsover, is adored by legions of supporters and respected as 
well as feared by admiring enemies. Fiery and forthright, with a prodigious recall, Skinner is one of the 
best-known politicians in Britain. He remains as passionate and committed to the causes he champions 
as on the first day he entered the House of Commons back in 1970. In an age of growing cynicism 
about politicians, the witty and astute Skinner is renowned as a brightly burning beacon of principle. He 
has watched Prime Ministers come and go - Heath, Wilson, Callaghan, Thatcher, Major, Blair, Brown - 
and yet remains uncorrupted by patronage and compromise. Cameron discovered Skinner's popularity 
when a public backlash forced the current PM to apologise in Parliament for calling Skinner a dinosaur 
who should be in a museum. Skinner at eighty has a unique take on post-war Britain. A combatant 
in the great social, industrial and political upheavals of the last half century, he's resisted telling his 
extraordinary story. Until now.

The Obamians

Henry L. Stimson’s 1947 autobiography features an account of Stimson's 13 years' public service, and 
explores his actions, motives, and results in great detail. On Active Services in Peace and War is highly 
recommended for those with an interest in the life and work of this great American statesman, and 
would make for a worthy addition to any collection. The contents include: - Attorney for the Government 
- Roosevelt and Taft - Responsible Government - The World Changes - As Private Citizen - Governor 
General of the Philippines - Constructive Beginnings - The Beginnings of Disaster - The Far Eastern 
Crisis - The Tragedy of Timidity Henry Lewis Stimson (1867–1950) was an American politician who 
held many important governmental positions under numerous American presidents, including Herbert 
Hoover, Harry S. Truman, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. We are republishing this volume now in an 



affordable, modern, high-quality edition complete with a specially commissioned new biography of the 
author.

Sailing Close to the Wind

“One of the most diverting political bios in recent memory.” -- Entertainment Weekly Revised and 
updated with a new epilogue, Madam Secretary is the moving and inspiring memoir of one of the 
most distinguished public figures in American history, seven-time New York Times bestselling author 
and former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright A national bestseller on its first publication in 2003, 
Madam Secretary is the riveting personal story of former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright. For 
eight years, during Bill Clinton’s two presidential terms, Albright was an active participant in some of the 
most dramatic events of our time—from the pursuit of peace in the Middle East to NATO’s humanitarian 
intervention in Kosovo. In this thoughtful memoir, one of the most admired women in American history 
shares her remarkable story, including thoughts on her upbringing in Czechoslovakia and her role as 
a wife and mother, and provides an insider’s view on global affairs during this period of extraordinary 
turbulence. Madam Secretary offers an inimitable blend of Albright’s warm humor, personal recollection, 
and riveting insight on events that shaped our nation and our world.

On Active Services in Peace and War

The architect of the Dayton peace accords recounts the perilous diplomatic negotiations that finally 
brought peace to Bosnia.

Madam Secretary

To End a War
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